
1

00:00:06,700 --> 00:00:09,300

The following video is their product of the blue


2

00:00:09,300 --> 00:00:12,700

Orchard bee and the Charlotte Mason Institute to hold


3

00:00:12,700 --> 00:00:15,500

a copyright. You are encouraged to share this


4

00:00:15,500 --> 00:00:19,200

file with your friends family and colleague do


5

00:00:18,200 --> 00:00:21,400

not republish this information in


6

00:00:21,400 --> 00:00:24,600

any format, including electronic or


7

00:00:24,600 --> 00:00:27,100

digital without permission from the


8

00:00:27,100 --> 00:00:30,400

Charlotte Mason Institute ideas suggested in


9

00:00:30,400 --> 00:00:33,500

these files. Do not necessarily reflect the views


10

00:00:33,500 --> 00:00:36,700

of the blue Orchard bee or the Charlotte


11

00:00:36,700 --> 00:00:37,900

Mason Institute.


12

00:00:38,600 --> 00:00:41,200

Information provided here is not to be


13

00:00:41,200 --> 00:00:45,100

perceived or construed as professional advice


14

00:00:44,100 --> 00:00:47,400




in matters of mental health.


15

00:00:47,400 --> 00:00:50,200

You are encouraged to work closely with


16

00:00:50,200 --> 00:00:54,000

a mental health professional provider that


17

00:00:53,600 --> 00:00:55,000

meets your needs.


18

00:01:00,700 --> 00:01:05,500

Welcome back to the 2022 2023


19

00:01:03,500 --> 00:01:07,100

series of


20

00:01:06,100 --> 00:01:08,500

the blue Orchard B.


21

00:01:09,500 --> 00:01:12,600

Next year is the 100th anniversary


22

00:01:12,600 --> 00:01:16,100

of the death of Charlotte Mason the Charlotte


23

00:01:15,100 --> 00:01:18,100

Mason Institute and the University


24

00:01:18,100 --> 00:01:21,700

of Cumbria are collaborating with the


25

00:01:21,700 --> 00:01:24,200

Centenary conference to be held the


26

00:01:24,200 --> 00:01:28,000

third week of July 2023.


27

00:01:29,100 --> 00:01:32,600

The University of Cumbria is located on the campus of




28

00:01:32,600 --> 00:01:36,200

the Old Charlotte Mason College formerly the


29

00:01:35,200 --> 00:01:37,400

house of Education.


30

00:01:38,300 --> 00:01:41,800

You can learn more at the Charlotte Mason Institute


31

00:01:41,800 --> 00:01:44,400

website at www.


32

00:01:46,700 --> 00:01:51,600

.cm-i-n-s-t.org now


33

00:01:50,600 --> 00:01:53,300

is a good time to purchase your


34

00:01:53,300 --> 00:01:56,600

registration to get a better exchange rate


35

00:01:56,600 --> 00:01:59,300

because you will pay in pounds.


36

00:01:59,300 --> 00:02:02,300

And since the dollar is stronger at the


37

00:02:02,300 --> 00:02:05,300

moment than the pound the exchange rate


38

00:02:05,300 --> 00:02:07,500

benefits to US dollar.


39

00:02:08,800 --> 00:02:12,100

The University of Cumbria is providing affordable


40

00:02:11,100 --> 00:02:13,700

accommodations before.


41

00:02:14,600 --> 00:02:18,100




During and after the conference so


42

00:02:17,100 --> 00:02:20,600

that you can plan on some extra time in


43

00:02:20,600 --> 00:02:23,500

the absolutely. Gorgeous Lake District.


44

00:02:24,400 --> 00:02:28,200

It will be a time of celebrating Mason's


45

00:02:27,200 --> 00:02:30,400

life and working in the place where


46

00:02:30,400 --> 00:02:34,300

she started her work that has revolutionized


47

00:02:33,300 --> 00:02:36,500

education for many children


48

00:02:36,500 --> 00:02:46,200

again, visit www.cm-i-n-st.org for


49

00:02:45,200 --> 00:02:46,800

more information.


50

00:02:49,500 --> 00:02:52,500

Now for something a little closer to the season that


51

00:02:52,500 --> 00:02:53,200

is coming up.


52

00:02:54,100 --> 00:02:57,500

If you are looking for an advent series for the upcoming


53

00:02:57,500 --> 00:03:01,100

Advent season check out the CMI


54

00:03:00,100 --> 00:03:09,700

blog also at www.cm-i-n-s-t.org again.




55

00:03:10,700 --> 00:03:17,100

Www.cmindst.org you


56

00:03:16,100 --> 00:03:20,000

will find Advent activities for classrooms


57

00:03:19,300 --> 00:03:22,700

and families. Now, let's listen


58

00:03:22,700 --> 00:03:26,900

to today's session entitled Nero


59

00:03:25,900 --> 00:03:29,000

diversity on our bookshelves


60

00:03:28,400 --> 00:03:31,400

with Danielle merits and


61

00:03:31,400 --> 00:03:32,900

Siri. Let's listen.


62

00:03:35,300 --> 00:03:38,700

neurodivergent student you may have noticed that their experience


63

00:03:38,700 --> 00:03:38,800

with


64

00:03:39,900 --> 00:03:43,400

both rent from their typically developing peers. Sometimes


65

00:03:42,400 --> 00:03:45,000

they don't seem to like books at all.


66

00:03:45,900 --> 00:03:48,300

Sometimes they seem to gravitate toward or even cling to


67

00:03:48,300 --> 00:03:51,900

twaddle often. They reject many books from the Mason


68

00:03:51,900 --> 00:03:53,600




Community favorite book lists.


69

00:03:54,500 --> 00:03:57,300

I want to talk with you a bit today about why that might


70

00:03:57,300 --> 00:04:00,100

be and why I think all students should have at least a little


71

00:04:00,100 --> 00:04:02,200

neurodiversity on their bookshelves.


72

00:04:07,300 --> 00:04:10,700

Being neurodivergent can be a distinct cultural experience.


73

00:04:11,700 --> 00:04:14,900

We're in the habit of thinking of neurodivergences as


74

00:04:14,900 --> 00:04:17,600

medical diagnoses and I don't want to downplay the


75

00:04:17,600 --> 00:04:20,300

fact that we are physical creatures, but I do


76

00:04:20,300 --> 00:04:24,000

want us to always keep in mind that we're talking about whole human


77

00:04:23,000 --> 00:04:24,300

beings.


78

00:04:26,700 --> 00:04:29,600

These are human beings that experience and interact with


79

00:04:29,600 --> 00:04:32,700

their world differently than the typical human beings


80

00:04:32,700 --> 00:04:35,000

that sometimes process language differently.


81

00:04:36,300 --> 00:04:39,400

Both of these factors influence the meaning a person makes of




82

00:04:39,400 --> 00:04:42,600

language so many times they understand and interpret


83

00:04:42,600 --> 00:04:45,700

language differently and they may interpret different meaning


84

00:04:45,700 --> 00:04:46,500

from a text.


85

00:04:47,300 --> 00:04:50,700

Sometimes a text may be inaccessible to them and


86

00:04:50,700 --> 00:04:53,500

other times there may be texts that are more


87

00:04:53,500 --> 00:04:54,600

accessible to them.


88

00:04:57,100 --> 00:05:00,300

Psychologists live by godsky saw that people can only


89

00:05:00,300 --> 00:05:03,600

communicate with someone effectively can only grasp


90

00:05:03,600 --> 00:05:06,200

their meaning when they share understanding of


91

00:05:06,200 --> 00:05:08,900

language ideas motivation.


92

00:05:11,200 --> 00:05:14,500

the less they share the more formal and explicit the


93

00:05:14,500 --> 00:05:15,500

communication will need to be


94

00:05:16,500 --> 00:05:19,800

We've seen autistic research in the last few years that demonstrates


95

00:05:19,800 --> 00:05:22,500




this that it's not so much that autistic people


96

00:05:22,500 --> 00:05:26,000

don't communicate well, but rather that no person communicates


97

00:05:25,500 --> 00:05:28,500

effectively with someone of a different neurotype.


98

00:05:29,100 --> 00:05:32,800

I've talked a little bit about this idea and nearly all of my workshops and


99

00:05:32,800 --> 00:05:35,200

videos over the last several years, but now


100

00:05:35,200 --> 00:05:38,500

that it's been researched formally it has a name. It's called


101

00:05:38,500 --> 00:05:39,600

the double empathy problem.


102

00:05:41,900 --> 00:05:44,400

So when we're thinking about neuro atypical


103

00:05:44,400 --> 00:05:47,200

children reading narrative literature, that means that


104

00:05:47,200 --> 00:05:50,500

we cannot expect them to grasp the authors ideas. If


105

00:05:50,500 --> 00:05:54,100

they do not share the language ideas and


106

00:05:53,100 --> 00:05:56,200

understanding with the author.


107

00:05:58,300 --> 00:06:01,600

I've shared in teacher training about choosing books specifically for


108

00:06:01,600 --> 00:06:05,100

school here. I want to think more broadly about




109

00:06:04,100 --> 00:06:07,900

why neuroatypical students need authors


110

00:06:07,900 --> 00:06:11,800

that share their language ideas motivation authors


111

00:06:10,800 --> 00:06:13,600

that resonate with their experience.


112

00:06:16,200 --> 00:06:19,500

From home education on page 330 we read I am


113

00:06:19,500 --> 00:06:22,100

I ought I can I will.


114

00:06:23,100 --> 00:06:26,300

These are the steps of that ladder of Saint Augustine. Whereby We


115

00:06:26,300 --> 00:06:29,700

rise on Stepping Stones of our dead cells to hire things.


116

00:06:30,400 --> 00:06:33,800

I am we have the power of knowing ourselves.


117

00:06:33,800 --> 00:06:36,200

I ought we have within us


118

00:06:36,200 --> 00:06:40,000

a moral judge to whom we feel ourselves subject and


119

00:06:39,200 --> 00:06:42,300

who points out and requires of us our duty


120

00:06:42,300 --> 00:06:45,300

I can we are we are


121

00:06:45,300 --> 00:06:48,200

conscious of power to do that, which we perceive we


122

00:06:48,500 --> 00:06:48,800




ought to do.


123

00:06:49,600 --> 00:06:52,400

I will we determine to exercise that power


124

00:06:52,400 --> 00:06:55,700

with volition which is in itself a


125

00:06:55,700 --> 00:06:58,100

step in the execution of that which we will


126

00:06:59,300 --> 00:07:02,800

notice that knowing oneself is the very first step


127

00:07:02,800 --> 00:07:05,600

to developing a conscience and accessing the


128

00:07:05,600 --> 00:07:06,000

will.


129

00:07:08,600 --> 00:07:11,300

From school education page 86 we read


130

00:07:11,300 --> 00:07:14,600

another preparation for his relations in


131

00:07:14,600 --> 00:07:17,300

life, which we owe to a young person is that he should


132

00:07:17,300 --> 00:07:20,600

be made familiar with such a working system of psychology or


133

00:07:20,600 --> 00:07:23,100

philosophy. Whichever one likes to call it


134

00:07:23,100 --> 00:07:26,600

as shall help him to conduct his relations with himself.


135

00:07:26,600 --> 00:07:29,400

And with other people this knowledge is




136

00:07:29,400 --> 00:07:32,300

the more important because our power to conduct our


137

00:07:32,300 --> 00:07:35,400

relations with other people depends upon


138

00:07:35,400 --> 00:07:38,600

our power of conducting our relations with ourselves.


139

00:07:41,200 --> 00:07:44,500

So this is actually a very fundamental problem because we


140

00:07:44,500 --> 00:07:47,300

develop this self-knowledge by finding reflections of


141

00:07:47,300 --> 00:07:50,300

ourselves in the world around us and in the literature that


142

00:07:50,300 --> 00:07:50,800

we're reading.


143

00:07:51,600 --> 00:07:55,000

inaccurate Reflections lead to inaccurate self-image


144

00:07:55,800 --> 00:07:58,400

This is what our neuro-atypical students are


145

00:07:58,400 --> 00:08:01,500

facing because they are so different from those around them.


146

00:08:02,200 --> 00:08:05,600

Compared to their peers, they are bound to be more dependent for


147

00:08:05,600 --> 00:08:08,300

self-knowledge on authors. With whom they resonate.


148

00:08:09,500 --> 00:08:12,100

Are literature is also supports supposed to be


149

00:08:12,100 --> 00:08:14,900




helping us to develop our knowledge of other.


150

00:08:16,800 --> 00:08:19,500

Our literature is also supposed to be helping us


151

00:08:19,500 --> 00:08:21,200

to develop our knowledge of other.


152

00:08:23,400 --> 00:08:26,500

For typically developing students neurodiversity in


153

00:08:26,500 --> 00:08:29,700

their literature gives them the opportunity to encounter


154

00:08:29,700 --> 00:08:31,000

other with an open mind.


155

00:08:32,200 --> 00:08:35,300

There were studies recently published that demonstrate that autistic people


156

00:08:35,300 --> 00:08:38,900

are typically rejected by others within seconds. And


157

00:08:38,900 --> 00:08:41,300

once that first impression is made it's nearly


158

00:08:41,300 --> 00:08:42,300

impossible to change.


159

00:08:43,700 --> 00:08:46,700

By encountering such people first in literature where


160

00:08:46,700 --> 00:08:49,700

they have the opportunity to develop empathy are


161

00:08:49,700 --> 00:08:53,300

typically developing students can become more magnanimous individuals.


162

00:08:54,400 --> 00:08:57,500

Literature provides an opportunity to experience a particular




163

00:08:57,500 --> 00:09:00,200

type of human connection and understanding that may


164

00:09:00,200 --> 00:09:00,800

be lacking.


165

00:09:02,500 --> 00:09:05,400

It can guide The Reader through social interactions by


166

00:09:05,400 --> 00:09:08,500

directing their attention to what's important and making


167

00:09:08,500 --> 00:09:11,600

sense of things that in reality are much more complicated


168

00:09:11,600 --> 00:09:14,600

in short literature can help


169

00:09:14,600 --> 00:09:17,800

to build and heal relationships between real


170

00:09:17,800 --> 00:09:18,300

people.


171

00:09:21,300 --> 00:09:24,600

Reading to understand other also builds academic


172

00:09:24,600 --> 00:09:27,600

skills because theory of mind is critical for developing


173

00:09:27,600 --> 00:09:29,400

reading and listening comprehension.


174

00:09:30,300 --> 00:09:32,900

This has been shown in several studies at this point.


175

00:09:34,400 --> 00:09:37,400

But in this particular study by Kim at all, it


176

00:09:37,400 --> 00:09:40,300




was found that theory of Mind grammatical knowledge and


177

00:09:40,300 --> 00:09:43,900

working memory have the greatest total impact on listening


178

00:09:43,900 --> 00:09:46,300

comprehension while theory of Mind


179

00:09:46,300 --> 00:09:48,900

actually has the greatest direct impact.


180

00:09:52,400 --> 00:09:56,000

How do we find literature that will serve Us best? Well,


181

00:09:55,700 --> 00:09:58,400

just as Mason said there isn't


182

00:09:58,400 --> 00:10:00,300

one set of books that's going to be best.


183

00:10:01,100 --> 00:10:04,600

Some books identify a character's diagnosis or even


184

00:10:04,600 --> 00:10:07,400

teach about the diagnosis directly and there


185

00:10:07,400 --> 00:10:10,300

is a place for those although I would argue that that place is


186

00:10:10,300 --> 00:10:13,300

limited but many books and many


187

00:10:13,300 --> 00:10:14,400

of the best ones don't


188

00:10:15,500 --> 00:10:18,500

in fact in asking my kids to help me find great


189

00:10:18,500 --> 00:10:21,600

books and excerpts to use for this workshop at conference.




190

00:10:21,600 --> 00:10:23,900

They were at first confused by the request.


191

00:10:25,100 --> 00:10:29,200

They don't think of these people and characters as different. They're


192

00:10:28,200 --> 00:10:31,500

simply like them they feel and


193

00:10:31,500 --> 00:10:32,800

think like them.


194

00:10:33,700 --> 00:10:36,400

It matters very little whether the character is


195

00:10:36,400 --> 00:10:39,700

identified as neurodivergent or even whether the


196

00:10:39,700 --> 00:10:42,500

student consciously perceives them as such in fact


197

00:10:42,500 --> 00:10:46,200

calling too much attention to the diagnosis can disrupt


198

00:10:45,200 --> 00:10:47,300

the natural resonance.


199

00:10:49,100 --> 00:10:52,200

If you had a deaf child or had adopted a child from another


200

00:10:52,200 --> 00:10:55,800

culture, you wouldn't take the child into that cultural community


201

00:10:55,800 --> 00:10:58,300

and say tell me my child what it


202

00:10:58,300 --> 00:11:01,700

means tell my child what it means to be deaf. You would


203

00:11:01,700 --> 00:11:04,700




say share with my child. Tell them


204

00:11:04,700 --> 00:11:07,600

your stories. What matters is that resonance?


205

00:11:08,400 --> 00:11:11,400

And so we're looking for authors that will do this. Very same thing


206

00:11:11,400 --> 00:11:14,200

for our children to give the child a bit of


207

00:11:14,200 --> 00:11:15,400

cultural resonance.


208

00:11:16,800 --> 00:11:19,400

At a very basic level. I recommend looking for


209

00:11:19,400 --> 00:11:22,500

the traits and experiences of the person or character


210

00:11:22,500 --> 00:11:24,100

rather than their diagnosis.


211

00:11:25,100 --> 00:11:28,400

We're not talking about a focus on stereotyped behaviors.


212

00:11:28,400 --> 00:11:31,500

We're talking about a noticing and an


213

00:11:31,500 --> 00:11:32,500

understanding of the person.


214

00:11:34,100 --> 00:11:37,200

They might be rejected or punished or alienated for


215

00:11:37,200 --> 00:11:40,800

these different traits and behaviors, but they might not be especially in


216

00:11:40,800 --> 00:11:41,300

picture books.




217

00:11:44,500 --> 00:11:47,700

Van Gogh and the sunflowers by Lawrence anholt and


218

00:11:47,700 --> 00:11:50,400

nothing stopped Sophie by Cheryl Bardot our


219

00:11:50,400 --> 00:11:51,100

good examples of this.


220

00:11:51,900 --> 00:11:54,700

And many biographies in fact of artists musicians


221

00:11:54,700 --> 00:11:57,500

scientists and mathematicians are likely to


222

00:11:57,500 --> 00:12:00,100

have some of these very same traits and experiences.


223

00:12:01,900 --> 00:12:04,700

The experience of rejection or alienation because


224

00:12:04,700 --> 00:12:07,400

of the differences will often become more prominent as


225

00:12:07,400 --> 00:12:10,500

the developmental age increases because children are


226

00:12:10,500 --> 00:12:13,700

starting to notice and feel these things themselves as


227

00:12:13,700 --> 00:12:14,700

they get a little bit older.


228

00:12:17,400 --> 00:12:21,100

Beethoven Lives Upstairs by Barbara Nichol and Armstrong


229

00:12:20,100 --> 00:12:23,200

by torb and coolman our favorites here


230

00:12:23,200 --> 00:12:25,300




in this more text dense category.


231

00:12:26,800 --> 00:12:29,400

Sometimes the person may not be neurotypical at


232

00:12:29,400 --> 00:12:32,500

all. As far as we know but still has this shared experience.


233

00:12:32,500 --> 00:12:33,500

That is so important.


234

00:12:35,200 --> 00:12:38,400

So again, it's not a diagnosis that we're after it's a


235

00:12:38,400 --> 00:12:41,700

shared experience with others that our kids desperately need.


236

00:12:42,600 --> 00:12:45,700

This opens up the beautiful possibility of connecting as


237

00:12:45,700 --> 00:12:48,700

a neuroatypical person with people and characters


238

00:12:48,700 --> 00:12:51,700

from cultures that are different from our own and might


239

00:12:51,700 --> 00:12:53,700

think about neurodivergences differently.


240

00:12:56,400 --> 00:12:59,200

Talking leaves by Joseph bruschek comes to mind as a


241

00:12:59,200 --> 00:13:00,300

really great example of this.


242

00:13:04,300 --> 00:13:07,300

Oftentimes others might look at a book and find the characters


243

00:13:07,300 --> 00:13:11,000

to be too eccentric to obnoxious two rebellious




244

00:13:10,300 --> 00:13:13,000

two rude. It's twaddle.


245

00:13:13,900 --> 00:13:16,000

But neurodivergent readers are drawn to


246

00:13:16,200 --> 00:13:19,300

these characters because they engage empathically in a


247

00:13:19,300 --> 00:13:21,500

way that they don't always get to in real life.


248

00:13:22,400 --> 00:13:25,700

These stories Inspire them give them hope make them


249

00:13:25,700 --> 00:13:27,800

believe that there is possibility and purpose.


250

00:13:28,700 --> 00:13:31,000

The Ramona series by Beverly Cleary is a good


251

00:13:31,200 --> 00:13:31,600

example of this.


252

00:13:35,100 --> 00:13:38,600

Many though certainly not all autistic people find themselves


253

00:13:38,600 --> 00:13:42,000

in the science fiction fantasy fairy


254

00:13:41,100 --> 00:13:44,800

tale genre. There are a lot of authentic reflections


255

00:13:44,800 --> 00:13:48,100

of neurodivergent characters and neurodivergent


256

00:13:47,100 --> 00:13:50,100

thinking typically without needing to


257

00:13:50,100 --> 00:13:51,700




be put into a diagnostic box.


258

00:13:52,500 --> 00:13:55,400

There are a lot of truths about neurodivergent culture and


259

00:13:55,400 --> 00:13:59,100

experience in these because many of these authors are neurodivergent


260

00:13:58,100 --> 00:14:01,200

themselves or are very close to the


261

00:14:01,200 --> 00:14:01,500

community.


262

00:14:02,800 --> 00:14:05,400

In these books, you will find the challenges of


263

00:14:05,400 --> 00:14:07,700

navigating relationships when you're different.


264

00:14:08,900 --> 00:14:11,200

Or finally finding a place where you're not.


265

00:14:12,400 --> 00:14:15,600

You'll find the reality that life is just more complicated than


266

00:14:15,600 --> 00:14:18,400

Happy Endings. You'll find characters who


267

00:14:18,400 --> 00:14:22,600

are trying to make sense of the confusing world or existing


268

00:14:21,600 --> 00:14:24,300

in a constructed world. That is


269

00:14:24,300 --> 00:14:25,700

highly ordered and well defined.


270

00:14:26,800 --> 00:14:29,300

And you'll find a strong sense of justice in these




271

00:14:29,300 --> 00:14:29,400

books.


272

00:14:30,900 --> 00:14:33,300

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of nim and A


273

00:14:33,300 --> 00:14:37,200

Wrinkle in Time are Classics that fall into this category among modern


274

00:14:36,200 --> 00:14:39,300

writers. Brandon Sanderson is


275

00:14:39,300 --> 00:14:42,400

very well known and well respected within the neurodivergent community


276

00:14:42,400 --> 00:14:45,700

for providing us with many authentic and varied reflections.


277

00:14:48,200 --> 00:14:51,200

And experimenting with many Reflections is what is


278

00:14:51,200 --> 00:14:54,600

needed because different students will be fed by different books,


279

00:14:54,600 --> 00:14:57,000

even if they have the same diagnosis.


280

00:14:58,300 --> 00:15:01,300

Some students will find many books that all contain


281

00:15:01,300 --> 00:15:04,400

little pieces of themselves others will find


282

00:15:04,400 --> 00:15:07,500

one very special book that is read over


283

00:15:07,500 --> 00:15:08,600

and over.


284

00:15:10,600 --> 00:15:13,700




We hope you enjoyed today's session by Danielle.


285

00:15:13,700 --> 00:15:16,700

Don't forget this Centenary conference enable


286

00:15:16,700 --> 00:15:19,400

side England next July at


287

00:15:19,400 --> 00:15:22,300

the old house of Education. Now the University of


288

00:15:22,300 --> 00:15:25,600

Cumbria if you have an interest and an


289

00:15:25,600 --> 00:15:29,000

advent series for the upcoming Advent season


290

00:15:28,800 --> 00:15:31,400

check out the CMI blog.


291

00:15:31,400 --> 00:15:34,900

Both of these can be found on the CMI


292

00:15:34,900 --> 00:15:39,500

website. Www.cm i


293

00:15:38,500 --> 00:15:42,200

n s t dot org


294

00:15:41,200 --> 00:15:43,600

until next time.



