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About this Pack
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• This pack was created for all students, regardless of whether 

this is your best or worst subject. 

• It’s not graded or marked by your teacher. It’s a chance to 

explore the subject and learn in a new way that’s different to 

the classroom.

• Each pack is written by a student at the University of Reading 

researching this topic and has special knowledge on the 

subject. When they were your age, they knew nothing about it 

either! 

• By completing their mini-course, you will find out why it’s 

interesting, and you will build the skills that help you improve 

at school. 

• Learn new cool areas of a subject that you won’t cover in the 

classroom

• Sharpen your academic skills, like short essay writing and 

interpreting data

• Experience what it’s like to explore a subject freely

• Better understand what you enjoy and don’t – it will help you 

make decisions about your future studies and career choices!

Your RBC booklet is a pack of resources containing:

✔ More about how and why study this subject

✔ Four ‘resources’ each as a lesson with activities

✔ A final assignment to gauge learning

✔ Extra guidance throughout about the university skills you are 

building

✔ End notes on extra resources and where to find more 

information

Who is this                      

pack for?

So… why complete 

this pack?

What’s in this 

booklet?
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Meet the Author

University of Reading  |  AccessEd Research-Based Curricula 4

I am from Reading, where I am currently studying for my 

PhD. I went to the University of Kent in Canterbury, where I 

completed my first (BA) and second (MA) degrees in English 

Literature.

English Literature is a very varied subject, and you can study 

a text repeatedly and discover something new! Reading is 

something I find relaxing, so being able to do it every day is 

amazing. 

At school, I wanted to be a Vet. That’s why I studied Physics, 

Biology, Chemistry and Spanish for my A-levels. It became 

clear that Physics was not for me, so I changed to English 

Literature. I’ve always had an interest in Science but enjoyed 

languages too. 

I am inspired by ‘Poem a Day’ (https://poets.org/poem-a-day). 

If you sign up, you are sent a new poem by email every day. 

Reading one poem a day helps me to learn about new writers 

and types of poetry.

The Guardians of the Amazon inspire me. These people are 

from Indigenous tribes in the Amazon and protect it and their 

communities from destruction. 

Where I am from

I think my subject is 

awesome because…

At school, I 

studied…

A resource that 

inspires me…

People I admire 

are…

Name Domonique Davies

Area of Study and Degree PhD in Poetry and the 

Environment (English)

University University of Reading 
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Building Your Skills
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your ability to work on your own and find answers online or in

other books

your ability to create something original and express your ideas

your ability to apply what you know to new problems

your ability to evaluate sources (e.g. for bias, origin, purpose)

your ability to discuss the implications of what the numbers

show

your ability to engage with what you are reading by highlighting

and annotating

your ability to think logically to build an argument clearly

Research

Creativity

Problem solving 

Source analysis

Data analysis

Active reading

Critical thinking

Critical Thinking

Research-Based Curricula packs challenge you to build your

skills in this subject and be used across any of your

schoolwork.

Any time you see a badge, look out for a skill                             

you’ll be building!

These skills are the type of skills that teachers and universities

look for as you progress, so see how many you know below.

Skills you may see and use in this pack.

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Your Skills Badges
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As you work through this booklet, you’ll have the chance to build the skills you have read 

on the previous page. 

Make sure to revisit this page once you have mastered each skill. Tick off each skills 

badge below once completed!

Look out for these badges in the Data Source, Activities and Further Reading sections of 

each Resource. If you complete a skill more than once, write the number of times you 

completed it next to the badge. 

When you’ve earned all seven skills badges, you can discuss with your teacher how to 

further build your skills!

Critical Thinking

Data Analysis

Creativity

Active Reading

Research

Source Analysis
Problem Solving
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Vocabulary

University of Reading  |  AccessEd Research-Based Curricula 7

Be sure to use this section as you go through your booklet. If you see 

an emboldened word, you can find the definition here. If you are still 

unsure about the meaning or use of the word, we encourage you to 

use a dictionary or ask a teacher. See page 8 to add your own words.

Term Definition

Climate change

Changes in the Earth’s average temperature because 

of an increase in greenhouse gases, such as carbon 

dioxide and methane. 

Close reading
How a text can be read and analysed to create 

meaning.

Ecology
The branch of biology deals with the relationships 

between living organisms and their environment.

Ecopoem/ ecopoetry Poetry with a strong ecological emphasis or message.

Environment
The surroundings in which a person, animal or plant 

lives.

Figurative language

A type of descriptive language that does not mean what 

it says literally. It often produces feelings in the reader. 

For example, ‘The flower’s petals dropped sadly to the 

ground’.

Free verse
A form of poetry that does not have a regular rhyme 

scheme or rhythm.

Form

Not all poems have a specific form. Some poems have 

specific structures. Examples include sonnets, narrative 

poems or haikus.

Haiku

A Japanese poem of seventeen syllables traditionally 

evokes images of the natural world in three lines of five, 

seven, and five.

Language The words used within a poem.

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Vocabulary
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Term Definition

Metaphor
A way of describing something by saying it is something 

else. An example is ‘The man was a mountain’.

Narrative poems
Poems that tell a story, often using the voices of both a 

narrator and characters.

Personification
Where a non-human object or being is given human 

characteristics.

Poem
A piece of writing where thoughts and feelings are 

expressed with special attention to sound and rhythm.

Rhyme
The repetition of sounds, usually at the end of a line, for 

example, ‘cat’ and ‘hat’.

Simile
A comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’. An example is ‘The 

grass was as green as an emerald’.

Sonnet
Often a form of love poetry, a sonnet has 14 lines and 

usually contains rhyme.

Stanza A group of lines within a poem.

Structure
The physical structure of the poem: the length of the 

lines, the rhythm, the rhyme and repetition.

Syllable

A syllable sounds like a beat in a word. Syllables 

consist of at least one vowel and possibly one or more 

consonants.
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Introduction to Subject

English Literature 
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The first section will introduce you to close reading poetry 

and the key things you should look out for. 

Here you will learn about the type of poetry called 

ecopoetry and why it is important to study poems through 

this lens.

This section will introduce you to Romantic ecopoems, the 

first types of poems studied as ecopoems. 

The final section will consider ecopoems today in the 

context of the Amazon rainforest to show how ecopoetry 

has developed. 

This reflection activity will allow you to be creative and 

write your own ecopoem. 

Reading and 

responding to 

poems 

What is ecopoetry?

From smog to 

spring: The first 

ecopoems?

Extinction, protest 

and justice: 

Ecopoetry today

Writing your own 

ecopoem

The topics within this pack will include:

English studies often cross over into other topics. Subjects like history, art, politics 

and psychology provide ways to read texts differently. We can create research in 

English by reading and analysing texts from different viewpoints. This coursebook, 

for example, shows how English relates to environmental studies, which is a 

subject that focuses on climate change.

In your first year of studying English Literature, you will take some modules to 

introduce you to university-level reading and writing. A lot of your time will be 

spent reading your set texts in preparation for seminars, which are small group 

discussions on the material. You may also attend lectures, which are 

presentations on a subject from an academic in the department to a large group. 

Some courses offer the chance to go on trips, use archives, or participate in 

workshops.
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Resource One

Overview

Reading and responding to poems

English Literature: Reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary.

By completing this resource, you will be able to: 

✔ Confidently read poetry.

✔ Understand key terms relating to poetry.

✔ Identify and analyse poetic devices.

1. Read the data source

2. Complete the activities

3. Explore the further reading

4. Move on to Resource Two

Topic

Key Stage 3                 

Subject Area

Objectives

Instructions



Resource One

Data Source
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Poetry can sometimes feel more intimidating than a book 

or a play. This is because poems have a different way of 

communicating feelings and messages to their readers. 

Quite often, a poem needs a reader's imagination to make 

the words and ideas come to life. 

Even before you have read a poem, you can learn lots of 

interesting things about it, which will help you to 

understand its meaning. Ask yourself some of these 

questions before reading a poem:

❑ How many lines are there?

❑ Are the lines the same length or different ones?

❑ Are the lines altogether, or are there groups of lines?

❑ Does the poem have a title?

You can understand the poem’s form and structure by 

thinking about the questions above. These are two 

important elements of poetry that will help you uncover 

meaning.

Another tip to help you get to grips with a poem is reading 

aloud. Poems rely on the sounds of words and their 

syllables to create patterns, such as rhyme. By speaking 

a poem out loud, you can hear these rhythms and notice 

sound patterns better. You might also see when these 

patterns do not sound quite right or become disrupted. 

Often, poets play with sound, a key element in creating 

meaning in poetry. 

Section A

Reading poetry

Active Reading

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Resource One

Data Source
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Once you have read the poem out loud a few times, you 

can begin to respond to the words and ideas. There are 

lots of elements to a poem that you can talk about. 

Generally, to begin with, it is easier to ask some bigger 

questions before going into detail. Take a look at the 

pointers below:

❑ How does the poem make you feel? What is it trying to 

make you feel?

❑What happens in the poem? Is there a story?

❑ Are there characters? What are their roles?

❑Who is speaking? 

The questions above will give you an overall sense of what 

the poem is about and what messages it is trying to 

convey. As you answer these questions, you will notice 

that particular parts of the poem start to stand out. It’s often 

a good idea to underline, highlight or note down these 

parts, as they will be useful later. These sections which 

stand out to you will then become part of your more 

detailed close reading of the poem.

Section B

Responding to 

poems: Things to 

look for

World Poetry Day is on 21st March!

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

Remember, everyone responds differently to 

poetry because our experiences shape our 

responses.

Active Reading



Resource One

Data Source
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The primary way a poem communicates meaning to 

readers is through words and their sounds. This includes 

techniques like rhyme, simile, metaphor and figurative 

language. The way that poets use language in poetry 

comes under a term called poetic devices. 

Poetic devices have particular effects and meanings. Poets 

use them to convey a message or feeling to their readers 

strongly. Certain words or images can create different 

emotions. For example, the following lines… 

The apples are thumping, winter is coming.

The lips of the pumpkin soon will be humming.

By the caw of the crow on the first of the year,

Something will die, something appear.

…can make us feel uneasy. 

How do the lines below make you feel? 

Blow, O blow, you happy winds,

Singing summer's praises,

Up the field and down the field

A-dancing with the daisies.

The difference in how these lines can make us feel is 

because of the figurative language and rhythm of the 

words. 

Section C

Responding to 

poems: The effects 

of poetic devices

Lines from A Rhyme 

for Halloween by 

Maurice Kilwein 

Guevara

Lines from Daisy 

Time by Marjorie 

Pickthall

Source Analysis

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

Read the lines out loud and see how quickly or slowly they read. 

This will help you work out the rhythm. 

Active Reading



Critical Thinking

Resource One

Activities 
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1. Can you give an example of a rhyme?

2. Write your own simile and your own metaphor. Explain 

the difference between a simile and a metaphor.

3. Matching activity using the cards provided. Whether on 

your own or in groups, match the lines of poetry with 

the feeling. Make sure you can explain why you have 

made your decision. 

Tip: Think about the language and structure of the line 

and how these connect to the emotion you have 

chosen!

4. Using the same cards, read the lines of poetry out loud. 

Write down how you think the words sound. Think 

about speed, if there are similar sounds, or work out 

how many syllables there are.

5. Read Ed Ochester’s short poem, ‘Fall’. Either on your 

own or in groups, fill in the table with examples from the 

poem to identify the form, language features and 

structure. If you are unsure of these words, look at the 

glossary at the start of this coursebook.

Crows, crows, crows, crows

then the slow flapaway over the hill

and the dead oak is naked.

Activities

Form Language Structure

‘Crows, crows, crows, crows’ -

repetition
Three lines that vary in length

Source Analysis

Creativity



Resource One

Further Reading 
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• BBC Bitesize, ‘How to Respond to Poetry’

• What Makes a Poem a Poem? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwhouCNq-Fc

• ‘A Rhyme for Halloween’ by Maurice Kilwein Guevara. 

Poetry Foundation.

• ‘Daisy Time’ by Marjorie Pickthall. Poetry Foundation.

• ‘Fall’ by Ed Ochester. Poetry Foundation.

• Jimmy Chan, ‘Scribble on Wall’, 

https://www.pexels.com/photo/scribbles-on-wall-1309899/

• Pikisuperstar, ‘Watercolor literature illustration’, 

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/watercolor-literature-

illustration_22890678.htm#query=poetry&position=0&from_v

iew=search

• Freepik, ‘Hand drawn literature illustration’, 

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/hand-drawn-literature-

illustration_22890315.htm#query=poetry&position=10&from_

view=search

Explore

References

Image Sources

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature
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Resource Two

Overview

What is ecopoetry?

English Literature: Reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary.

By completing this resource, you will be able to: 

✔ Understand the term ‘ecopoem’.

✔ Give some examples of ecopoems.

✔ Explain why ecopoems are important.

1. Read the data source

2. Complete the activities

3. Explore the further reading

4. Move on to Resource Three

Topic

Key Stage 3               

Subject Area

Objectives

Instructions



Resource Two

Data Source
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Ecopoems are poems that put across a strong ecological 

message. Often, they aim to create strong emotions in 

readers about nature, the environment and ecology. 

Ecopoems try to appeal to our senses: touch, smell, sight, 

hearing and taste. By doing this, ecopoems can create 

connections between the reader’s experiences and their 

environments.

Creating connections between their readers and the 

environment is one way that ecopoets hope to make their 

readers feel differently about their surroundings.

Take a moment to pause and think about your 

surroundings at this moment. What can you hear? What 

can you see? What can you smell? Are there things around 

you that you have not noticed before? These are the 

sensations and details that ecopoets seek to express in 

their writing. 

Section A

What is ecopoetry?

Active Reading

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

Critical Thinking



Resource Two

Data Source
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Climate change is caused by increased greenhouse 

gases in the atmosphere, causing global warming. Human 

actions, like burning fossil fuels, deforestation, large-scale 

agriculture and large production of plastic and chemical 

waste, contribute to global warming. Some consequences 

of global warming are rising sea levels, increased 

temperatures, and habitat and biodiversity loss (for 

example, melting ice in Antarctica).

The image below shows trends in global temperatures 

between 1850 – 2020, representing how the earth’s 

temperature has changed across the last 170 years. More 

dramatic temperature increases have happened since the 

early 2000s. This increase shows the need to change how 

we live and think towards our planet. Ecopoems can help 

us to do this.

Section B

Why are ecopoems 

important?

Figure 1: Warming 

Stripes for GLOBE 

from 1850-2020 by 

Professor Ed 

Hawkins

Arrow to show roughly the location of 

early 2000s temperature data

Data Analysis

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Resource Two

Data Source
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Ecopoems can take many different forms. They do not 

have a specific structure. Instead, the way that ecopoems 

can be identified is through the language and ideas in the 

poem. The form and structure then emphasise elements or 

key messages in the poem.

Significant features of ecopoems are:

❑ A focus on nature or natural environments

❑ Criticising how humans have treated the earth

❑ Provoking strong feelings in readers towards nature

❑ An appeal for changed attitudes towards the earth

❑Making readers feel like they are in the environment the 

poem is describing

Below is an example of an ecopoem by Pablo Neruda, 

called, ‘Oh Earth, Wait for Me’.

Earth, give me back your pure gifts,

the towers of silence which rose

from the solemnity of their roots,

I want to go back to being what I have not been,

and learn to go back from such deeps

that amongst all natural things

I could live or not live; it does not matter

to be one stone more, the dark stone,

the pure stone which the river bears away.

Section C

How to identify an 

ecopoem?

Pablo Neruda’s Oh 

Earth, Wait for Me

Active Reading

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

Source Analysis



What makes a 
poem an 

ecopoem?

Humans as 
part of 
nature

Affecting 
emotions

Attention to 
nature

The senses

Creating 
change

Message 
or warning

Resource Two

Data Source
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Below is a diagram which highlights the key elements of an 

ecopoem. Remember, a poem does not need all these to 

make it an ecopoem!

Section C

Figure 2: What 

makes up an 

ecopoem?

Source Analysis

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Resource Two

Activities 
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1. Why do ecopoems try to appeal to our five senses? 

Give two reasons. 

2. Circle the actions that are damaging the environment. 

Explain your choices, linking them to the climate crisis:

3. Either in pairs or on your own, complete the definition of 

climate change:

Climate change is the gradual…

4. Take another look at Professor Ed Hawkins’s Climate 

Stripes. Using evidence from the data source, what can 

you say about the changing temperature of the earth 

between 1850 – 2020? Why do you think this change 

has happened?

Activities

Source Analysis

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

Critical Thinking

❑ Deforestation

❑ Growing vegetables in 

gardens

❑ Burning fossil fuels

❑ Large-scale farming

❑ Going on holiday   

❑ Large-scale agriculture



5. Fill in the missing words on the diagram.

6. Can you define ecopoetry?

Tip: Refer to Resource One to help you!

What makes a 
poem an 

ecopoem?

Humans 

_ _ _ _ _ of 
nature

_ _ _ _ _ _  
emotions

Attention to 
_ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _   

_ _ _ _ _ _

Creating 

_ _ _ _ _ _

Message 
or _ _ _ _ _ 

Resource Two

Activities 
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Activities

Problem Solving

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Resource Two

Further Reading 
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• Poetry and the Environment, 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/146462/poetry-

and-the-environment

• Ginkgo Prize for ecopoetry, https://ginkgoprize.com/poems/

• How Poetry Can Make Understand the Urgency of the 

Climate Crisis, https://theconversation.com/how-poetry-can-

help-us-understand-the-urgency-of-the-climate-crisis-170971

• ‘Warming Stripes for GLOBE from 1850-2020’ by Professor 

Ed Hawkins.

• ‘Oh Earth, Wait for Me’, Pablo Neruda.

• Image credit: Photo by Andrew Loewen on Unsplash.

Explore

References

Image Sources
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Resource Three

Overview

From smog to spring - The first ecopoems?

English Literature: Understanding how poetic devices present 

meaning.

By completing this resource, you will be able to: 

✔ Explain when the first ecopoems were written.

✔ Explain the effects of the Industrial Revolution in the UK.

✔ Analyse an early ecopoem.

1. Read the data source

2. Complete the activities

3. Explore the further reading

4. Move on to Resource Four

Topic

Key Stage 3                

Subject Area

Objectives

Instructions



In Resource Three, we are going to go back in time. 

Imagine you are standing in the middle of a city in 1815. 

The Industrial Revolution is taking place. The city is busy 

and filled with people. A thick smog hangs in the air. The 

streets smell of waste and rubbish. People are poor and 

suffer from disease. 

This setting might seem like a strange place for the first 

ecopoems to have come from. However, many see the 

Industrial Revolution as a starting point for when humans 

really began to damage the environment and change the 

climate. The increase in pollution in cities and the poor 

standard of life caused some writers and poets to return to 

the countryside. They wrote about the loss of green spaces 

and the beauty of nature to combat the growing cities and 

pollution, often comparing nature in their poems with 

religious imagery. 

Resource Three

Data Source
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Section A

The big smoke 

arrives

Figure 3: Cotton 

factories on Union 

Street in Manchester 

(1830)

Figure 4: Image of 

workers during the 

Industrial Revolution 

Research

Source Analysis

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

4

3



Resource Three

Data Source
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The poets that are often given the title of the first ecopoets 

are a group of writers called the Romantic poets. These 

poets wrote about nature in specific ways:

❑ Connections between nature and human imagination

❑ Experiences of a changing society and world

❑ Emphasis on the beauty of nature  

Many of these poets were wealthy men who could retreat 

to their countryside homes when the smog-covered city 

became too much to bear. You may have heard or read 

them before: 

❑ William Wordsworth

❑ Samuel Taylor Coleridge

❑ Percy Bysshe Shelley

❑ Lord Byron

In this coursebook, we will examine John Clare’s poem 

(1773 – 1864). Clare did not come from a wealthy 

background. In his time, he was known as the 

‘Northamptonshire Peasant Poet’. He wrote vividly about 

the natural cycle of rural life and the effects of 

Industrialisation and increased agriculture on the 

countryside. 

Section B

The Romantic poets’ 

retreat

Active Reading

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

Research



Resource Three

Data Source
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A Little Lane, the brook runs close beside

And spangles in the sunshine while the fish glide swiftly by

And hedges leafing with the green spring tide

From out their greenery the old birds fly

And chirp and whistle in the morning sun

The pilewort glitters ‘neath the pale blue sky

The little robin has its nest begun

And grass green linnets round the bushes fly

How Mild the Spring Comes in; the daisy buds

Lift up their golden blossoms to the sky

How lovely are the pingles and the woods

Here a beetle runs; and there a fly

Rests on the Arum leaf in bottle green

And all the Spring in this Sweet lane is seen

Tricky words

• Brook:

• Spangles: A small, thin piece of metal

• Leafing: 

• Pilewort: A yellow plant, similar to a buttercup

• Linnets: 

• Pingles: Potential reference to pingrass, which has 

fernlike leaves

Section C

John Clare’s On a 

Lane in Spring

Source Analysis

Sometimes older 

poems contain 

words that we are 

unfamiliar with. It’s 

worth noting these 

down to find out 

what they mean if 

you are unsure!

Find out what 

brook, leafing, and 

linnets mean. 

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Resource Three

Data Source
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In ‘On a Lane in Spring’, the speaker describes the joy of 

new life in spring. The poem relishes listing various plants 

and animals living down a country lane. It is a 

documentation of life there.  

The poem has a joyful and excited tone. It conveys a 

positive experience of the natural world. It places value on 

the small details of life in the countryside. Poetic devices 

like rhyme, alliteration, and personification help create this 

positive feeling. The form of the poem is a sonnet. 

Sonnets are traditionally used as love poems and can be 

identified by their length of 14 lines and specific rhyme 

scheme. Therefore, we can read ‘On a Lane in Spring’ as a 

love poem to nature. 

Clare’s poem can be read as an ecopoem because it 

appeals to our different senses to encourage us to think 

about nature positively. The figurative language and 

beautiful imagery make us want to protect the poem’s 

description of this quiet country lane teaming with life.  

Section D

Analysing On a Lane 

in Spring
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1. List five words to describe what you think living in a city 

during the Industrial Revolution would have been like.

2. Tick the answer that you think is correct and explain 

your choice.

❑ The Industrial Revolution created more green 

spaces.

❑ The Industrial Revolution caused people to try and 

save nature.

❑ The Industrial Revolution meant that people lived 

longer. 

3. Examine how the Romantic poets wrote about the world 

around them. How did they view nature?

4. In ‘On a Lane in Spring’, can you pick out examples of:

❑ Personification 

❑ Rhyme

❑ Alliteration

5. For your examples above, explain how they convey a 

positive experience of nature.

6. Choose the line or an image in the poem that makes 

you feel positive towards nature. Explain why you have 

made your choice. 

Activities
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Critical Thinking
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• An Introduction to Romanticism, The Poetry Foundation, 

• John Keats, The Poetry Foundation, 

• Jonathan Bate, ‘Wordsworth, Coleridge and the Poetic 

Revolution’, Lecture at Gresham College, 2018. Online: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wgVApASNxw

• Some other Romantic poems to read: These can be found 

via The Poetry Foundation by searching the name of the 

poet.

❑ William Wordsworth, ‘I wandered lonely as a cloud’

❑ William Wordsworth, ‘The World Is Too Much With Us’

❑ Percy Bysshe Shelley, ‘Mont Blanc’

❑ John Keats, ‘Ode to a Nightingale’

❑ Samuel Taylor Coleridge, ‘Frost At Midnight’

❑ John Clare, ‘The Skylark’

• John Clare, ‘On a Lane in Spring’

• Mehmet Turgut Kirkgoz, ‘Nightingale resting on tree twig in 

garden’, https://www.pexels.com/photo/nightingale-resting-

on-tree-twig-in-garden-5359008/

• Science Museum Group Collection, ‘Cotton factories on 

Union Street in Manchester’s Ancoats, about 1830.’ 

https://www.scienceandindustrymuseum.org.uk/objects-and-

stories/water-and-sanitation

• Museums Victoria, ‘Untitled’, 

https://unsplash.com/photos/7YUvAUbfSV0

Explore

References

Image Sources
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Resource Four

Overview

Extinction, protest and justice: Ecopoetry today

English Literature: Understanding how poetic devices present 

meaning.

By completing this resource, you will be able to: 

✔ Give examples of ecopoems from the present day.

✔ Understand how ecopoems have changed over time.

✔ Compare an ecopoem from the Romantic period and the 

present day.

1. Read the data source

2. Complete the activities

3. Explore the further reading

4. Move on to the final reflection activity

Topic

Key Stage 3       

Subject Area

Objectives

Instructions
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Moving forward 180 years from the Romantic period, our 

cities have changed and become more hygienic and 

cleaner. However, our rural areas are disappearing fast. 

This is because as the world’s population has increased, 

the demand for resources and space has resulted in green 

spaces used for housing and agriculture. With more people 

needing resources, the demand for energy increased, 

meaning more fossil fuels (like coal and oil) are burnt. 

We are now aware that human activities are damaging the 

environment at an unsustainable rate. This knowledge 

means that we look at our natural surroundings differently 

from how people in the past have viewed the earth. 

Climate change and biodiversity loss affect those from 

poorer countries or minority groups more than richer and 

affluent groups. This is because of social inequality and 

differences in economic provisions between countries. It is 

important to make sure that when we read and write about 

environmental experiences in literature, we consider a 

large range of voices from across the world.

Section A

How do we view the 

environment today?

Figure 5: Images of 

human activities 

damaging the 

environment

Active Reading

Research
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The Amazon rainforest is the world’s largest tropical 

rainforest, covering 5.5 million square kilometres. It is in 

South America and covers nine countries. It is home to an 

enormous range of plant and animal species. It is the home 

of 400 - 500 indigenous Amerindian tribes, some of whom 

have not had any contact with the rest of the world. It is 

vital in limiting climate change because plants and trees 

take carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and release 

oxygen.

However, the Amazon rainforest is under threat. As a pool 

of valuable natural resources, people are destroying the 

rainforest to make products to sell or clear land for 

agriculture. Not only does this mean that the homes of the 

Amerindians are being destroyed, but the forest’s positive 

impact on climate change is also being reduced. The 

destruction of the Amazon, therefore, affects everyone 

around the world. 

Section B

The Amazon 

rainforest

Figure 6: (A) Map 

showing location of 

the Amazon 

Rainforest (WWF); 

(B) Indigenous 

person in the 

Amazon
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There was a time, a certain weather

where the butterflies danced

paused on the grass to rest

and hear the song of the wind echo.

There was a time, an ardent weather

when the sun shone more strongly

brightened the path with peace and goodness

the fruit ripened

and no one was harmed.

There was a time, a wide weather,

when the earth in her splendor

nourished the world with happiness and love

plants sprang up from her

she had respect and value.

_ _ _

But man, son of the earth,

who was shaped from her,

enslaved to arrogance,

money, a sin,

dried up the river, slashed the earth,

changed everything.

Section C

Extracts from Márcia 

Kambeba’s The 

Time of Climate

Active Reading

Source Analysis
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Márcia Kambeba of the Omágua/ Kambeba indigenous 

people in Brazil is a writer, composer, poet, activist, 

photographer, performer, and public speaker on 

indigenous and Amazonian subjects. Below is her 

poem, ‘The Time of Climate’. 
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_ _ _

The sun turned furious, burned the skin

The saddened moon hid in an eclipse

The water didn’t feel sorry

for the one who’d forgotten her

she stopped running

and, blocked by a hydroelectric dam,

quickly slowed and grew old.

Human intelligence

didn’t cease its attacks,

and burning and razing the forest

even affected the air

breathing is a problem

the smoke won’t stop.

The weather, the climate was altered,

my river changed course,

my land that I’d cultivated dried up in summer

I even lost my tobacco plants for purification

the village saw no more fish –

where is the pirabutão?

_ _ _

I smell the odor of pollution poisoning the nation

To help the climate

we need a certain time and weather

only the ancient elder

can control the machine of destruction.

Section C
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Kambena’s ‘The Time of Climate’ describes life for 

Indigenous communities before and after the negative 

effects of climate change began impacting their lives. The 

poem’s first part illustrates what life was like before climate 

change and is much more positive. The second half of the 

poem, however, is negative. This is because the effects of 

climate change on the Indigenous peoples severely affect 

their survival in the rainforest. 

The differences between the first and second parts of the 

poem can be seen in the language and imagery. The line 

‘But man, son of the earth,’ indicates a structural shift in the 

poem from good to bad and past to present. 

Kambeba uses lots of personification when describing the 

natural world. The effect of this enables us to empathise 

with nature and the harm being done to it. An example of 

this is the lines:

The water didn’t feel sorry

for the one who’d forgotten her

she stopped running […]

The poem’s structure is free verse. This means that it 

does not have a regular rhyme scheme. Instead, the poem 

is divided into stanzas, each talking about a different 

element of climate change. Through this and repetition, the 

poem can move forward. 

Overall, the poem holds a warning about human 

destruction of nature. For Kambeba, only the ancient 

elders can control the destruction of nature.  

Section D

Analysing Márcia 

Kambeba’s The 

Time of Climate

Figure 7: The 

Amazon river

Research
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1. On your own or in groups, write down the differences 

between how we live now and how the Romantic poets 

experienced nature.

2. Which communities are more affected by climate 

change and why?

3. Why is the Amazon rainforest important to prevent 

climate change?

4. Research the meaning of ‘Indigenous’. Share your 

findings. 

5. In ‘The Time for Climate’, what was life like before 

climate change? Pick three examples from the poem to 

explain your answer. 

6. In the poem’s second half, list all the examples of 

harmful human actions that cause climate change.

7. How is man described in the poem? What kinds of 

words are used? How does this make you feel?

Activities

Critical Thinking
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• Greenpeace has some great activities and information 

sheets to help with learning and understanding climate 

change: https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/all-

resources/education-resources/#eleven

• ‘Three Poets on the Amazon’ will give some more insight 

into the type of poetry that is written about the Amazon 

today. See: 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/02/opinion/ama

zon-forest-poetry.html

• Read more in Indigenous peoples of the Amazon here: 

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/where_we_w

ork/amazon/about_the_amazon/people_amazon/

• Márcia Kambeba’s ‘The Time of Climate’

• Pok Rie, ‘Bird's Eye View of Woodpile’, 

https://www.pexels.com/photo/bird-s-eye-view-of-woodpile-

1268076/

• Antoine Giret, ‘Mountain of rubbish and garbage on the 

beach by the sea’, 

https://unsplash.com/photos/7_TSzqJms4w

• Mika Baumeister, ‘Untitled’, 

https://unsplash.com/photos/3R0MnV-2WqE

• Map showing location of the Amazon Rainforest, WWF, 

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/where_we_w

ork/amazon/about_the_amazon/

Explore

References

Image Sources
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[cont.]

Resource Four

Further Reading 
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• Deb Dowd, ‘Iquitos’, 

https://unsplash.com/photos/pqI82H0rhDA

• Filippo Cesarini on Unsplash.
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Final Reflection Activity

Further Guidance
Get Creative: Blackout Poetry

For your last activity, you will be writing your own poem. Coming up with a poem 

entirely out of the blue is difficult and daunting. However, the process of blackout 

poetry can make creating a poem much easier. 

Blackout poetry is a form of ‘found poetry’ or ‘erasure poetry’, meaning that the 

poem is created from words already on a page. These poems are engaging 

because, as well as being literary texts, they can also be visually striking, with 

some poets choosing to draw or paint around the words to reflect the message of 

the poem. 

Follow the steps below to create your own blackout poem!

1. Choose your written item for your source text – a newspaper or magazine 

article, a page of a novel, a speech, or even a recipe.

2. Read the text to get a feel for the words. 

3. Identify any words or phrases you particularly like to build up an idea of which 

words you will keep to form your poem and which words you will erase.

4. Once you have decided on your words, you can erase the unwanted words to 

create your poem with a pen so that only your chosen words remain. 

Look at the next page to see some examples of blackout poems.

Bonus activity!
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Once you’ve begun creating some poems using the 

blackout method, why not create a blackout ecopoem? 

To do this, try to choose a source text that already has 

a focus on nature or the environment. 

Tip: Newspaper articles can work well for this!  



Final Reflection Activity

Further Guidance
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Carrie Arizona, 

Erasure Poems

Critical Thinking

Source Analysis

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature

Creativity



Reference List

University of Reading  |  AccessEd Research-Based Curricula 42

• ‘Remember’ by Christina Rosetti

• ‘O, Sweet Sometime’, Ameen Rihani

• ‘It is a Beauteous Evening, Calm and Free’, William 

Wordsworth

• ‘july 28’, Akwaeke Emezi

• ‘I felt a Funeral in my Brain (340)’, Emily Dickenson

• ‘Covalent Bonds’, Gwen Westerman

• ‘Little Bird’, Stephen Ira

• ‘When the Neighbour Boys Gathered’, Hieu Minh Nguyen

• ‘Solitude’, Ella Wheeler Wilcox

• ‘On Falling (Blue Spruce)’, Joanna Klink

• ‘High Flight’, John Gillespie Magee Jr.

• ‘Attack’, Siegfried Sassoon

• ‘Potatoes’, Lucy Adkins

• ‘The night is darkening around me’, Emily Bronte

• ‘O Sun of Real Peace’, Walt Whitman

• Carrie Arizona Artwork: 

https://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/175435, 

[accessed on 11 October 2022].

References for 

Section 1, Activity 4: 

poem cards

Reference for Final 

Reflection Activity
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A Deeper Look into English 

Literature
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• Great Writers Inspire: https://www.writersinspire.org/;

• The Poetry Foundation: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/

• Youtube and TED Talks are great for quick and informative 

talks. Check out: 

• YouTube: Student Stories at the University of Reading, 

English Literature

• TED Talks: Jacqueline Woodson: What reading slowly taught 

me about writing and Lisa Bu: How books can open your 

mind | TED Talk

• Podcasts - ‘On the Road with Penguin Classics’, Vintage 

Books podcast, ‘The New Yorker Fiction’ podcast.

• Audiobooks – a different way to get through reading lists!

• Radio – try out BBC Radio 4 ‘In Our Time’ for a whole range 

of interesting subjects.

• Read widely and consider why you might like or dislike a text.

• Explore other media, like film and theatre.

Read

Watch

Listen

Do
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Helpful information you will find in this section:

1. Cornell Notes

2. Academic Terminology (keywords)

3. Academic Writing Style

4. Referencing

5. How to Evaluate Your Sources

6. Subject Guidance

7. University Guidance

You can use the tips and web links in this section throughout your pack!

This section includes helpful tips to help you complete this pack and

improve your study skills for school.

It also includes a few fantastic, easy-to-use resources to know what to do 

next and where else you can look for more information on the subject. 
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Why is good note-taking important?

If you forget new information almost as quickly as you hear it, even if you write it down, 

you tend to lose nearly 40% of new information within 24 hours of first reading or hearing 

it. 

However, if we take notes effectively, we can retain and retrieve almost 100% of the 

information we receive. Consider this graph on the rate of forgetting with study/ repetition:

Learning a new system

The Cornell Note System was developed in the 1950s at the University of Cornell in the 

USA. The system includes interacting with your notes and is suitable for all subjects. 

There are three steps to the Cornell Note System. 

Academic Study Skills

Cornell Notes
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Repetition: the act of 

repeating an interaction 

with the material/ notes

Repetition 

increases 

retention

Retention: the act of 

absorbing, and continuing 

to keep information

Drop in 

retention after 

18 minutes

Step 1: Note-Taking

1. Create Format: Notes are set up in the Cornell Way. 

This means creating three boxes like the ones on the 

left.  You should put your name, date, and topic at the 

top of the page. 

2. Write and Organise: You then take your notes in the 

‘note taking’ area on the right side of the page. It would 

be best if you organised these notes by keeping a line 

or a space between ‘chunks’/ main ideas of 

information. You can also use bullet points for lists of 

information to help organise your notes.
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Step 2: Note-Making

1. Revise and Edit Notes: Go back to box 1, the note-taking area and spend some time 

revising and editing. You can do this by highlighting ‘chunks’ of information with a 

number or a colour; circling all keywords in a different colour; highlighting main ideas; 

adding new information in another colour.

2. Note Key Idea: Go to box two on the left-hand side of the page and develop some 

questions about the main ideas in your notes. The questions should be ‘high level’. 

This means they should encourage you to think deeper about the ideas. Example ‘high 

level’ questions would be:

• Which is the most important/ significant reason for…

• To what extent…

• How does the (data/ text/ ideas) support the viewpoint?

• How do we know that…

Here is an example of steps 1 and 2 for notes on the story of Cinderella

Step 3: Note-Interacting

1. Summary: Go to box three at the bottom of the page, summarise the main ideas in 

box one, and answer the essential questions in box 2. 

Academic Study Skills

Cornell Notes
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Below is a series of key terms you will come across from teachers and tutors as 

you go through school, especially as you enter upper secondary.

Knowing these will help you understand what you are being asked to do!

• Analyse: When you analyse something, consider it carefully and in detail to 

understand and explain it. To analyse, identify the main parts or ideas of a subject and 

examine or interpret the connections between them.

• Comment on: When you comment on a subject or the ideas in a subject, you say 

something that gives your opinion or an explanation.

• Compare: To compare things means to point out their differences or similarities. A 

comparison essay would involve examining the qualities/ characteristics of a subject 

and emphasising the similarities and differences. 

• Contrast: When you contrast two subjects, you show how they differ when compared 

with each other. A contrast essay should emphasise striking differences between two 

elements. 

• Compare and contrast: To write a compare and contrast essay, you would examine 

the similarities and differences between two subjects. 

• Criticise: When you criticise, you make judgments about a subject after thinking about 

it carefully and deeply. Express your judgement concerning the correctness or merit of 

the factors under consideration. Give the results of your analysis and discuss the 

limitations and contributions of the factors in question. Support your judgement with 

evidence. 

• Define: When you define something, you show, describe, or state clearly what it is and 

what it is like; you can also say its limits. Do not include details but do include what 

distinguishes it from the other related things, sometimes by giving examples. 

• Describe: To describe in an essay requires you to give a detailed account of a 

subject's characteristics, properties or qualities.

• Discuss: To discuss in an essay, consider your subject from different points of view. 

Examine, analyse and present considerations for and against the problem or statement.

Academic Study Skills

Key Words
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• Evaluate: When you evaluate in an essay, decide on your subject’s significance, value, 

or quality after carefully studying its good and bad features. Similar to assess. Use 

authoritative (e.g. from established authors or theorists in the field) and, to some extent, 

personal appraisal of both contributions and limitations of the subject.

• Illustrate: If asked to illustrate in an essay, explain the points that you are making 

clearly by using examples, diagrams, statistics, etc.

• Interpret: In an essay that requires you to interpret, you should translate, solve, give 

examples, or comment upon the subject and evaluate it in terms of your judgement or 

reaction. Explain what your subject means. Similar to explain.

• Justify: When asked to justify a statement in an essay, you should provide the reasons 

and grounds for the conclusions you draw from the statement. Present your evidence in 

a form that will convince your reader.

• Outline: Outlining requires that you explain ideas, plans, or theories in a general way, 

without giving all the details. Organise and systematically describe the main points or 

general principles. Use essential supplementary material, but omit minor details. 

• Prove: When proving a statement, experiment or theory in an essay, you must confirm 

or verify it. You must evaluate the material and present experimental evidence and/ or 

logical argument.

• Relate: To relate two things, you should state or claim the connection or link between 

them. Show the relationship by emphasising these connections and associations.

• Review: When you review, critically examine, analyse and comment on the major 

points of a subject in an organised manner.

Write any other keywords you come across below. Ask your teacher to explain their 

meaning or use a dictionary to find out.

Academic Study Skills

Key Words
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What is academic writing?

‘Academic writing’ is a specific way of writing when communicating research or 

discussing a point of view. You will most often do this in essays and reports. 

Academic writing has a logical structure and uses formal language. Unlike creative or 

narrative writing, academic writing uses different sources of information to support what is 

being said (see next page about various sources).

Top Academic Writing Tips

Do’s

• Do use words you know the meaning of and are confident using.

• Remember, words don’t have to be complicated to be clear!

• Do write words out fully, e.g., do not, cannot, does not, it would.

• Use the third person point of view

• Minimise the use of informal adjectives, such as cool, amazing and wonderful.

Don’ts

• Do not use contractions, e.g., don’t, can’t, doesn’t, it’d.

• Do not use public speaking phrases like “We can all agree that…” and “As I previously 

mentioned…”.

• Do not use conversational phrases, such as ‘literally’ or ‘basically’ too often.

• Do not use slang or jargon, for example, ‘awks’, ‘lit’, ‘woke’.

• Do not use words that express value judgements, e.g., crazy, ridiculous, terrible. 

Suitable synonyms are surprising, unjustified or distressing. 

Academic Study Skills

Academic Writing Style

University of Reading  |  AccessEd Research-Based Curricula 49

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature



Expressing your opinion in academic writing

In academic writing, it is best practice to express an opinion without writing in the first 

person. 

Rather than saying, ‘In my opinion, this proves that you can express your opinion by 

saying:

• ‘Based on (insert fact/ theory/ finding) it shows that….’;

• ‘The graph here indicates that…’;

• ‘The aforementioned problems in Smith’s argument reveal that…’;

• ‘Such weaknesses ultimately mean that…’; and so on.

Signposting

Signposting guides your reader through different sections of your writing. It lets those who 

read your writing know what is being discussed and why and when your piece is shifting 

from one part to another. This is crucial for clear communication with your audience.

Academic Study Skills

Academic Writing Style
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Signposting stems for a paragraph 

which expands upon a previous idea

Signposting stems for a paragraph 

which offers a contrasting view

Building on from the idea that ... (mention 

the previous idea), this section illustrates 

that ... (introduce your new idea).

However, another angle on this debate 

suggests that ... (introduce your 

contrasting idea)

To further understand the role of ...(your 

topic or your previous idea), this section 

explores the idea that ... (introduce your 

new idea)

In contrast to evidence which presents the 

view that ... (mention your previous idea), 

an alternative perspective illustrates that 

...

Another line of thought on ... (your topic or 

your previous idea) demonstrates that ... 

However, not all research shows that ... 

(mention your previous idea). Some 

evidence agrees that ... 
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What is a reference or referencing?

A reference is just a note in your assignment that tells your reader where particular ideas, 

information or opinions that you have used from another source have come from. It can be 

done through ‘citations’ or a ‘bibliography’. 

You must include references in your writing assignments when you get to university. As 

well as being academic good practice, referencing is very important because it will help 

you to avoid plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is when you take someone else’s work or ideas and pass them off as your 

own. Whether plagiarism is deliberate or accidental, the consequences can be severe. 

You must be careful to reference your sources correctly. 

Why should I reference?

Referencing is essential in your work for the following reasons:

• It gives credit to the authors of any sources you have referred to or been influenced by.

• It supports the arguments you make in your assignments.

• It demonstrates the variety of sources you have used.

• It helps prevent you from losing marks or failing due to plagiarism.

When should I use a reference?

• You should use a reference when you:

• Quote directly from another source.

• Summarise or rephrase another piece of work.

• Include a specific statistic or fact from a source.

Academic Study Skills
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How do I reference?

There are several different ways of referencing, but most universities use the Harvard 

Referencing Style. Please speak with your teacher about which style they want you to use 

because the most important thing is that you remain consistent! 

The two main aspects of referencing you need to be aware of are:

1. In-text citations

These are used when directly quoting a source. They are in the body of the work after you 

have referred to your source in your writing. They contain the surname of the source’s 

author and the year it was published in brackets. 

• E.g. Daisy describes her hopes for her infant daughter, stating, “I hope she’ll be a 

fool—that’s the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little 

fool.” (Fitzgerald, 2004).

2. Bibliography

This is a list of all the sources you have referenced in your assignment. In the 

bibliography, you list your references by the numbers you have used and include as much 

information as possible about the reference. The list below gives what should be included 

for different sources. 

• Websites: Author (if possible), title of the web page, ‘Available at:’ website address, 

[Accessed: date you accessed it]. 

• E.g. ‘How did so many soldiers survive the trenches?’, Available at: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3kgjxs#zg2dtfr [Accessed: 11 July 2019].

• Books: Author surname, author first initial,  (year published), title of book, publisher

• E.g. Dubner S. and Levitt, S., (2007) Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores 

the Hidden Side of Everything, Penguin Books

• Articles: Author, ‘title of the article’, where the article comes from (newspaper, journal, 

etc.), date of the article.

• E.g.  Maev Kennedy, ‘The lights to go out across the UK to mark First World War’s 

centenary’, The Guardian Newspaper, 10 July 2014.
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Is it a source worth citing? Use these tips to question your sources before 

referencing them. 

• Currency – the timelines of the information: When was it published or posted? Has 

it been revised or updated? Does your topic require current information, or will older 

sources also work? 

• Relevancy – the importance of the information for your needs: Does the 

information relate to your topic or answer your question? Have you looked at a variety 

of sources? Who is the intended audience?

• Authority - the source of the information: Who is the author/ publisher/ source/ 

sponsor? What are the author’s credentials? Is the author qualified to write on the 

topic? 

• Accuracy – the reliability and correctness of the source: Does evidence support 

the information? Has the information been reviewed or refereed? Can you verify 

whether it is a personal or professional source? Are there errors?

• Purpose – the reason the information exists: Does the author clarify the intentions/ 

purpose? Is the information fact opinion or propaganda? Are there biases? Does the 

viewpoint appear objective?
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What is a source?

When you learn new things, you might get information from different places. These places 

are called sources. Some sources are more reliable than others. For example, information 

in a textbook written by an expert is more reliable than the information in a non-expert’s 

social media post.

How do you decide which source to use? From newspaper articles to books to tweets, this 

provides a brief description of each source type and breaks down the factors to consider 

when selecting a source.

Academic Study Skills
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A collection of analytics 

reports that outline the 

objectives, background, 

methods, results and 

limitations of new research 

written for and by scholars in 

a niche field.

Journal

The information presented 

is supported by clearly 

identified sources. 

Sometimes each chapter 

has a different author.

Academic 

book

Books or online – giving 

information on many 

different subjects. Some are 

intended as an entry point 

into research; some provide 

detailed information and 

onwards references. 

Encyclopaedia

A glossy compilation of 

stories with unique themes 

intended for specific 

interests.

Popular 

magazine

A reporting and recording of 

cultural and political 

happenings that keeps the 

general public informed. 

Opinions and public 

commentaries can also be 

included.

A collection of millions of 

educational, inspirational, 

eye-opening and 

entertaining videos.

Youtube

Blogs (e.g. WordPress) 

are an avenue for sharing 

both developed and 

unpublished ideas and 

interests with a niche 

community.

Blog

A platform for millions of 

concise messages on a 

variety of topics.

Twitter Newspaper
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Number of outside sources 

When an author used many outside sources in their writing, they demonstrate familiarity 

with ideas beyond their own. As more unique viewpoints are pulled into a source, it 

becomes more comprehensive and reliable. This shows the typical number of outside 

sources used in each publication.

Degree of review before a source is published 

Two factors contribute to the amount of inspection a source receives before it might be 

published: the number of reviewers fact-checking the written ideas and the total time spent 

by reviewers as they fact-check. The more people involved in the review process and the 

longer the review process takes, the more credible the source is likely to be.
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0
<2

0

<5
<2

<5

<15

<30

<5

Number of sources cited

Twitter

Blog

Youtube

Newspaper

Popular 

magazine

Academic 

book

Online 

article

Journal

Encyclopaedia

Time in review

Number of reviewers 0 reviewers

seconds minutes minutes

1-2 reviewers

hours days days

3-4 reviewers

2-3 months 6-2 months 3-5 years
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Arts as a subject choice is quite popular with students, and it doesn’t just mean visual arts 

like painting or design. These subjects often complement one another, and around 24.7% 

of students with an Arts degree go on to do a Masters’ degree in a subject within the 

broad field of Arts and Humanities. Furthermore, many of these students get marketing, 

PR and sales jobs.

What’s next? 

Arts subject maps & jobs
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VFX artist

Fashion communication

Broadcast 

engineer

Music therapist

Sound engineer

Music 

producer

Social media manager

Marketing 

executive

Editorial 

assistant

Digital 

copywriter

Interpreter

Political risk 

analyst

Diplomatic services 

officer

Academic researcher

Human resources 

officer

Archaeologist

Cartographer

Environmental 

consultant

Graphic designer

Public relations 

officer

ARTS

Modern foreign 

languages

English 

literature

Music
Fine art and 

design

History & 

Geography

Journalist

Website 

content 

officer

Town 

planner

Archivist

Art therapist

Illustrator
Exhibition 

designer

Find out about Arts-related careers here:

PROSPECTS: https://www.prospects.ac.uk

TARGET JOBS: https://targetjobs.co.uk

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://targetjobs.co.uk/


Choosing a course and university 

Choosing the right course to study is important, so research the options available to you. 

Here are some top tips:

• You don’t have to choose a course you have already studied; many courses don’t 

require prior knowledge of the subject. You can apply skills gained from school studies 

to a new field. 

• The same subject can be taught differently depending on your chosen course and 

university. Search university websites to learn more about the course content, teaching 

styles and assessment types. 

• When choosing a university, think about what other factors are important to you. Do 

you want to study at a campus university or be based in a city center? What 

accommodation options are there? Does the university have facilities for any 

extracurricular activities you’re involved in? 

• To research your options, look at university prospectuses and websites and see if there 

are opportunities to speak to current students who can give you a real insight into what 

life is like there. 

What’s next? 

University Guidance
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Different people go to university for different reasons. You might have a particular 

job in mind or want to study a subject you are passionate about. 

Whatever your motivations, going to university can help improve your career 

prospects and develop your confidence, independence and academic skills.
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Exploring careers and subject options

• Find job descriptions, salaries and hours, routes into different careers, and more 

at https://www.startprofile.com/

• Research career and study choices, and see videos of those who have pursued 

various routes at http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/

• See videos about what it’s like to work in different jobs and for different organisations 

at https://www.careersbox.co.uk/

• Find out what different degrees could lead to, how to choose the right course for you, 

and how to apply for courses and student finance at https://www.prospects.ac.uk/

• Explore job descriptions and career options, and contact careers advisers 

at https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/

• Discover which subjects and qualifications (not just A levels) lead to different degrees 

and what careers these degrees can lead to 

at http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5457/informed-choices-2016.pdf

Other useful resources

• https://www.ucas.com/

• https://www.whatuni.com/

• https://www.opendays.com/

• https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/

What’s next? 

University Guidance
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UCAS and the university application process

All applications for UK degree programmes are made through UCAS. There is lots of 

information on the UCAS website to guide you through the process and what you need to 

do at each stage. 

Personal statements

An important part of your application is the personal statement. The personal statement 

allows you to tell universities why they should offer you a place. 

Here are a few top tips for making your personal statement stand out:  

• You can only submit one personal statement, so it’s important that you are consistent in 

your course choices. Make sure you have done your research to show your 

understanding of the subject area and your passion for it.  

What’s next? 

University Guidance
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Apply
• Applications open in September the year before you plan to start 

university. 

• You can apply for up to five courses. 

• The deadline for most courses is 25 January.

• The University of Reading’s UCAS code is R12. It does not have a UCAS 

campus code. 

Decisions
• Some courses may require an interview, portfolio or admissions test in 

addition to a UCAS application. Check individual university website 

details. 

• Check UCAS Track which will be updated with decisions from the 

universities you have applied for, and to see your deadline for replying to 

any offers. 

• You should choose a firm (or first) choice university and an insurance 

choice. If you already have your exam results or a university thinks your 

application is particularly strong, you might receive an unconditional 

offer. 

Results
• If you're holding a conditional offer, then you will need to wait until you 

receive your exam results to have your place confirmed. 

• Clearing & Adjustment allows you to apply to courses which still have 

vacancies if you didn't meet the conditions of your offer, have changed 

your mind about what or where you want to study, or have met and 

exceeded the conditions of your offer and would like to look at alternate 

options. 

Writing for the Earth  |  Key Stage 3  |  English Literature
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Personal Statement (cont.)

• Start by brainstorming all your skills, experience and attributes. Once you have 

everything written down, you can begin to be selective – you only have 47 lines so 

won’t be able to include everything.

• The ABC method: action, benefit and course can be a useful way to help demonstrate 

your relevant experience and how it applies to the course you’re applying for.

Personal Statement do’s and don’ts

Read the tips below from real life professors and admissions staff in university Arts 

departments, on the ‘do’s’ and ‘don’ts’ of what to include in your personal statement. 

Arts

• Tell us why you want to study Arts.

• What area of Arts fascinates you? 

• Demonstrate your interest by telling us what you have recently read, watched or 

listened to and how they helped your understanding of Arts.

• Describe how your school or individual work has equipped you with the necessary 

knowledge and ability to be a successful Arts student. 

Other useful resources

• An easy template to start practising your personal statement: 

https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/ucas-personal-statement-worksheet.pdf

• Untangle UCAS terminology at https://www.ucas.com/corporate/about-us/who-we-

are/ucas-terms-explained

• Discover more about the application process including when to apply and how to fill in 

your application on the UCAS website. 

• Read more useful advice about what to include in your personal statement on UCAS, 

the Complete University Guide and The UniGuide. 

• Attend one of the University of Reading’s virtual sessions to find out more about 

applying and personal statements. 

What’s next? 

University Guidance
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https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/ucas-personal-statement-worksheet.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/corporate/about-us/who-we-are/ucas-terms-explained
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-to-university
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/applying-to-uni/tips-for-writing-your-personal-statement
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/university/personal-statements/writing-your-personal-statement
http://www.reading.ac.uk/virtual-events


Insight into the 

University of Reading
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Widening Participation for Under 16s

Find Your Future: Our Find Your Future days are on campus events that feature a diverse 

range of university subject activities focused around a particular theme or topic for the day.

Schools Conferences: Support your pupils through significant transitions in their school 

life and give them the skills to unlock their future with our multi-school conferences for 

years 8, 9 and 11.

Assemblies: We are available to come into your school and give University information 

talks to entire year groups or more. Our talks are about 20 minutes long and are perfect for 

assemblies.

Subject Taster Sessions: We offer various subject tasters focused on engaging and 

introducing your pupils to university subjects and learning styles. 

Ignite: Our Ignite  programme provided sustained, focused support for a cohort of students 

from widening participation backgrounds, from year 7 through their school career.

Activities for Looked After Children: We offer on-campus events and bespoke campus 

visits for Virtual Schools during half terms and term time. 

University of Reading

The author of this coursebook attends the University of Reading.

The University of Reading offers a variety of programmes for Key Stage 3 pupils. 

For more information about the below programmes click here. 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/ready-to-study/visiting-and-open-days/activities-for-schools/activities-for-under-sixteens
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