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| EDITORIAL

“The report of this [the salvation of Gentiles] came to the 
ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas 
to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he 
was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to 
the Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, 
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many 
people were added to the Lord” (Acts 11:22-24).

B arnabas was the kind of individual that fellow 
believers enjoyed having around. As he 
travelled he energetically proclaimed the 
Gospel and, through his teaching and preach-
ing, the Spirit drew many new converts to 
Jesus Christ. As well, he helped establish new 
churches that he was able to revisit on several 

occasions. His character displayed many shining facets which 
included being broadminded (bringing Saul to the members of 
the early church and vouching for him), trustworthy (bearing the 
gift of money from Antioch to Jerusalem), prepared for mission 
work (the Spirit himself was the one to separate and equip him 
for this task), and being one who knew how to encourage others. 
Perhaps it is this last trait for which he is best known, having it 
forever stamped on the name given him by the Apostles when he 
first came into their midst: “Son of Encouragement.” This makes 
the name Barnabas entirely appropriate for this new publication. 

With a bold new look and format, Barnabas will be a major 
strand that helps weave the fabric of the SGF community together. 
It will not only instruct and challenge, it will raise awareness and 
become a familiar channel of communication among our church 
families. We will be reminded that the Lord has set aside other 
brothers and sisters that revel in the greatness of the doctrines of 
grace and are reaching out into their communities with the gospel 
message. It is our heartfelt prayer that the articles in each issue 
will be a vehicle through which the Holy Spirit will sanctify us 
and make us better servants in his glorious kingdom.

The Sovereign Grace Journal, edited by Roger Fellows and Brian 
Robinson, has been a great blessing to its readers over the past 
years. We, at Barnabas, are looking to build on the strong 
foundation that has been laid by these men and to produce a 
magazine that continues to offer sound theological, practical and 
devotional content to help strengthen God’s people in their daily 
walk. Along with feature articles there will be historical notes, 
book and cd reviews, news from the churches, information on 
upcoming events—along with a section created specifically for 
children, which will have both a devotional and an instructional 
focus. We will endeavour to speak to the wide range of people 
found in our churches, from young to old and from new believers 
to seasoned saints. We trust it will be a blessing not only to SGF 
member churches but to all our fellow believers in other 
churches who read and enjoy Barnabas as well.

As we seek to fulfill our call to “serve God by serving his 
churches,” it is our prayer that this magazine will be an encour-
agement and a blessing to everyone who reads it. The articles are 
intended to inform our minds, shape our characters and encour-
age our spirits. May the spirit of Barnabas live on in our midst as 
we seek daily to walk faithfully with our God.

Mark Hudson
SGF Coordinator
coordinator@sgfcanada.com
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TWO NEW TORONTO CHURCHES
Grace Fellowship Church of Toronto was thrilled to watch the 
Lord launch two new churches at the beginning of this year.

Grace Chapel was born on January 4, 2009, in Markham, an 
area just northeast of the city and still part of the GTA. Pastored 
by Habib Sakr, this work began with over 100 in attendance 
and has grown since. They plan to have their first baptism 
service on April 26 at their weekly meeting location (Sundays 
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.; Wednesdays 7 p.m.) at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel & Suites in Markham (7095 Woodbine Avenue).

Three weeks later, on January 25, New City Baptist Church 
came to life in downtown Toronto. NCB is led by John Bell and 
Ian Hugh Clary and aims to reach those folks living in the city 
with the gospel of Jesus. There has been a massive population 
shift back into the core, and what an answer to prayer it is to 
have this new work beginning! You can check them out online 
at www.newcitybaptist.ca.

Both works are under the direction of GFC Toronto until 
such time as they become independent entities. Pray and ask 
the Lord to bless these churches by saving lots of people and 
raising up these small works into trophies of his grace!
—Pastor Paul W. Martin, www.gfcto.com

GRIMSBY BIBLE CHURCH UPDATE
Grimsby Bible Church is a young work founded as a church 
plant under the auspices of Trinity Baptist Church in Burling-
ton. We are a small work of twelve families, but under the 
Lord’s gracious hand we hope to reach out to the local com-
munity with the saving message of the gospel.

We meet at the Carnegie Library building at the corner of 
Ontario and Adelaide streets in Grimsby at 10:30 a.m. and 
6 p.m. on Sundays. On Wednesdays we meet for a prayer 
meeting and Bible study at 7:30 p.m.

Pray that we would remain faithful to the Word of God and 
that we would exemplify the love of Jesus Christ as we seek 
to reach out to those around us. To find out more about us, 
please visit our website at www.grimsbybiblechurch.com
—Paul Goodfellow, Grimsby Bible Church

Praise God for these young churches! And, pray that God 
would establish them and make them fruitful in his service.

SGF NEWS

CHURCH PLANTS
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news & EVENTS |

MAY 1–2, 2009
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Hetty Payne
Cost: $105
The annual get-together of 
SGF ladies takes place this 
year at Redeemer Univer-
sity College, Ancaster, ON.
www.sgfcanada.com

MAY 3, 2009
ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
Grace Trinity Community 
Church, Guelph, ON

MAY 22–24, 2009
SGYF SPRING RETREAT
Speaker: Steve West, 
Madoc Baptist Church
A fun-filled weekend for 
teens! We will learn 
together from Ephesians, 
as well as participate in 
many games and activities. 
All meals and accommoda-
tions are included in the 
cost. Held at Braeside 
Camp, Paris, ON.
See your youth leader  
for more information.

JUNE 1–3, 2009
TORONTO PASTORS’ 
CONFERENCE 2009
Building healthy churches
Speakers: Mark Dever and 
Matt Schmucker
Cost: $115
Pastors, you won’t want to 
miss this opportunity for 
ministry and fellowship.
www.torontopastors.org

JULY 11, 2009
ANNUAL BEACH VOLLEY-
BALL TOURNAMENT
A day of fun and fellow-
ship, hanging out on the 
beach or playing volleyball. 
For College and Career 
and Young Peoples. Held at 
Port Burwell Provincial 
Park Beach. See your youth 
leader for more info.

AUGUST 22–28, 2009 
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Questions for Jesus
Speaker: Thabiti Anyabwile
A Christian camp experi-
ence for the whole family! 
Recharge your spiritual life 
with fellowship and great 
ministry. A variety of 
accommodation options 
are available. Held at 
Braeside Camp, Paris, ON. 
Check website for registra-
tion info and costs.
www.careyconference.net

SEPTEMBER 17–19, 2009 
SOLA SCRIPTURA’S  
TORONTO CONFERENCE
Celebration of the life  
of Calvin
Speakers: Joel Beeke, Jeff 
Jiu, Derek Thomas, Joseph 
Pipa, Michael A.G. Haykin, 
Randall Lankheet
Check website for cost.
Held at Covenant Reformed 
Church, Toronto, ON.
www.sola-scriptura.ca

OCTOBER 22–24, 2009
NEW TESTAMENT  
INTRODUCTION  COURSE
Professor: Allen Mickle
Includes a survey of each 
NT book, highlighting 
major theological themes 
and an analysis of their 
place in God’s revelation. 
Fyfe Study Centre, Sarnia
www.sovereigngrace 
sarnia.com/fyfe

NOVEMBER 6–7, 2009
DAVID BRAINERD COLLEGE 
& CAREER RETREAT
Speaker: Richard Valade
Cost: $25
A weekend of ministry, 
sports and fellowship.  
Held at Grace Bible Church, 
Cambridge, ON.
janicevaneck@rogers.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

This May, various SGF pastors are involved in 
overseas teaching trips with Carey Outreach Minis-
tries. Please remember them in prayer as they train 
pastors and build up leaders in these countries.

May 18–22 • Rev. Carl Muller (Trinity Baptist Church, 
Burlington, ON) will be going to the Philippines to 
teach Systematic Theology. 
May 18–29 • Rev. David Robinson (Grace Bible 
Church, Cambridge, ON) will be returning to Mongolia 
to teach Homiletics II & III.   
May 25–29 • Rev. Perry Edwards (Sovereign Grace 
Baptist Church, Oromocto, NB) will be going to the 
Philippines to teach a course on the Book of Acts. 
May • Dr. Bob Penhearow (Grace Trinity Community 
Church, Guelph, ON) will be going to Vietnam, Singa-
pore and the Philippines to teach Biblical Theology I. 

TEACHING 
ABROAD

ORGANIZING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM
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GREAT LINE-UP  
FOR CAREY ’09
Thabiti Anyabwile will be the special evening speaker for the 
SGF’s annual Canadian Carey Family Conference in August—
speaking on the theme, “Questions for Jesus.” 

Pastor Anyabwile lives in the Cayman Islands where he pas-
tors First Baptist Church of Grand Cayman. His wife and three 
children will be joining him for Carey.

Some readers may have heard him at a Sola Scriptura con-
ference in Toronto a few years ago when he spoke about 
Islam. Thabiti, an African-American from North Carolina, had 
converted to Islam as an adult—but then was graciously saved 
and set apart for pastoral ministry. He initially served with 
Mark Dever at Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, DC, 
before being called to Grand Cayman.

Thabiti has a warm, pastor’s heart and speaks with clarity 
and grace. He will be tackling some difficult questions for 

Carey’s evening sessions, 
dealing with such issues at 
forgiveness, divorce, whether 
God is fair, etc. 

If you’d like to listen to one 
of Pastor Anyabwile’s ser-
mons, check out www.fbc.org.
ky. Or, to discover more about 
him, you can read his blog at 
purechurch.blogspot.com.

Carey’s morning sessions 
will be taken by a variety of 
SGF pastors and are focused 
on the theme of “Foundations 
for the Family.” 
Check the website for details: 
ww.careyconference.net.
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T he title of a recent book that deals with the 
current global financial crisis by former Wall 
Street insider Michael Lewis well sums up the 
emotional response to this economic meltdown 
by many people in the West: Panic.1 The current 
financial crunch has shaken and rattled the 
West to a depth that has not been seen since the 

1930s, and not surprisingly some economics pundits are talking 
about a repeat of the Great Depression.2 Now, it would be all too 
easy for a Christian looking at the financial mess of our Western 
societies—that began with the American subprime mortgage 
fiasco and has spread outwards, bringing ruination to the financial 
services sector and illiquidity to many businesses in the West—to 
say, “This is the end. God is judging the West for its sins.” 

About a decade ago, well-known preacher David Wilkerson did 
indeed write a book along these lines, America’s Last Call, in 

which he predicted a “financial holocaust” and the “crippling of 
the American economy.”3 But this financial collapse is affecting 
far more than America. The entirety of Europe has been similarly 
impacted, with failing banks and the disappearance of financial 
liquidity.4 Reverberations are also being felt in markets further 
afield. It is true that there is coming a day when God will bring 
down to destruction the financial markets of the world and all 
who have trusted in those markets will be utterly devastated. 
Overwhelmed by the loss of all that they had trusted in, the Bible 
says that they will mourn and weep (Revelation 18). But there is 
no indication that this current crisis is that day,5 which is one of 
the final events of history in God’s judgment of the world.

Of course, there is real loss and pain that this current financial 
meltdown has brought about and that cannot be minimized. But 
if this is not the end of the world, what is God saying in the midst 
of it? It was the conviction of C.S. Lewis, the Oxford professor 
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 ARE YOU IN
PANIC MODE?
Discerning God’s voice in the midst of this financial crisis
BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN



who is best known for his children’s stories about Narnia, that 
“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, 
but shouts in our pains,” for pain “is His megaphone to rouse a 
deaf world.”6 I am sure some might want to differ with certain 
aspects of this conviction, but Lewis is definitely right that when 
things go wrong, or break down, we begin to ask those profound 
questions that many of us tend to ignore in daily life. “Why did 
this happen?” we cry. “What does it all mean?” we query. Well, 
what is God saying in the midst of this financial mess?

LISTENING TO AUGUSTINE ABOUT TRUE WEALTH
In a recent book on financial history, the brilliant Scottish 
historian Niall Ferguson has observed that unlike other types of 
historians, who shy away from drawing distinct lessons from the 
past, those who study the history of economics do so in order to 
find ways to avoid repeating the economic disasters of the past.7 
I personally think that Ferguson’s point can be applied to other 
fields of history as well. In other words, one of the reasons for 
reading about the past is to learn from the mistakes of those who 
have gone before us. While the past never repeats itself exactly, 
there are enough general patterns in the past that we can study it 
and learn from prior error. As a famous proverb puts it: “He who 
does not remember the past is doomed to repeat it.”

In late August 410, Rome, the symbolic centre of the once-
mighty Roman Empire, was sacked for three days by the barbar-
ian Alaric and his horde of Visigothic warriors. Over the course of 

those three days, Rome went through what the North African 
theologian Augustine, one of the great thinkers of early Christi-
anity, would later describe as “devastation, butchery, [and] 
plundering.”8 A number of leading senators were slain, women 
were raped, even some who had devoted themselves to celibacy 
for Christ’s sake, and other men and women were taken hostage.9 
Some lost everything they owned and escaped with nothing but 
the clothes on their backs.10 To all of the questions raised by the 
enormity of this human suffering, Augustine sought at that time 
to give reasoned and biblical answers. What he said to those who 
lost their possessions during that time of devastation is, as we 
shall see, certainly applicable to those who have sustained losses, 
both great and small, in the current financial crunch. 

Augustine began by insisting that while a Christian may lose 
all of his possessions, he can never lose the riches of faith and 
godliness. These things are lodged within a person, in his inner 
being, and can never be stolen or lost. Here Augustine quoted 
one of his mentors from the past, the Apostle Paul, who had 
written some 350 years earlier that “godliness with contentment 
is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). A Christian’s real wealth is his or 
her upright character, integrity and good deeds. If the Christian 
has such, along with “food and clothing” (1 Timothy 6:8), and is 
moreover, content with this, then this is “great gain.” In the final 
analysis, Augustine pointed out that all of the material posses-
sions a person has in this world will cease to be his at death. And 
here he quoted from another biblical book, Job, in which the 
human subject of that book responds to the loss of his posses-
sions thus: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord”  (Job 1:21). It is obvious that 

Augustine felt that this was the proper way to respond to the 
calamity of his day. Ultimately, everything a person owns, he has 
as a steward. His possessions are on loan to him, as it were, to be 
used properly, and then one day, when he leaves this world, they 
have to be relinquished. Augustine is clear that the problem does 
not lie in owning things, but in the unbounded desire for things, 
the immoderate hunger for more and yet more. Those people 
who are possessed by such a desire and hunger will find them-
selves trapped in “a snare” that will ultimately bring them to 

“ruin and destruction” (1 Timohty 6:9).
An Augustinian response, then, to the present crisis, would be 

to remind those Christians who have lost significant wealth and 
maybe even all of their savings that this does not mean they have 
lost their true assets, namely, their faith, character and good 
works. Augustine would remind us that utter devastation of soul 
at such a time as this implies that we were finding our security 
and prosperity in things. And surely one of the besetting sins of 
our Western culture, and North America in particular, has been 
materialism and consumerism. Our culture has lost sight of the 
fact that a person’s life does not consist in what he owns. The 
value of a person is not reducible to the size of his paycheque or 
bank account. 

Sadly, in the recent past some Christians have bought into this 
materialism. Some have lived their lives in ways that are apprecia-
bly little different from the ways of their non-Christian neighbours. 
They have indulged the same desires for status and privilege. 

They have been seduced by the same lie that he 
or she who has the most “toys” in the end wins, 
to quote a well-known bumper sticker. It is 
noteworthy that both Jesus and Paul condemned 
the “love of money,” a love that seems to have 
consumed far too many in our day. “You cannot 
serve God and money,” Jesus said (Matthew 6:24; 
see also Luke 16:13). And Paul bluntly, but rightly, 
stated that “the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evils” (1 Timothy 6:10). It is important to notice that Paul 
did not say that monetary wealth is the root of evil, but that the 
love of money is a root, that is, one of the key sources of evil in this 
world. And, Augustine would say, Christians who have bought into 
Western materialism or the error of the “health and wealth” gospel 
are being rebuked by God in the current crisis. They need to go 
back to the teachings of the New Testament and completely 
re-evaluate their thinking about wealth. 

LEARNING FROM THE APOSTLE PAUL ABOUT 
GENEROSITY 
A significant amount of the New Testament deals with money 
matters, an indication that how we use our money, the choices we 
make in spending and investing, is a vital area of a person’s life in 
this world. In the final analysis, our use of money says much about 
what we consider truly important in life. For example, one of 
the texts to which Augustine refers in his response to the losses 
caused by the fall of Rome is 1 Timothy 6:17–19, where Paul states:

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be 
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous 
and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as 
a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of 
that which is truly life.11

In a world in which God is the One who ultimately controls the 
future and the destinies of nations and even individuals, Paul does 
not doubt for a moment that the possession of wealth is a gift from 
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and consumerism. Our culture has lost 

sight of the fact that a person’s life does 
not consist in what he owns
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an all-generous God. Those who have been so blessed, though, 
have the responsibility to show themselves good stewards of God’s 
bounty. They are not to think that their wealth makes them a cut 
above other men and women, nor are they to put their trust in 
their money and possessions. Such things, as we have definitely 
seen in the current financial crisis, can disappear overnight. Rather, 
they are to trust in the Giver, not his gifts. They are to be generous 
towards those in need, a keynote of Paul’s ministry, as we shall 
explore below. Such faithfulness in the use of riches earns rich 
spiritual dividends, both in this age and in the life to come.12

It used to be common to think that the early Christian move-
ment consisted almost totally of poor people and slaves.13 Bible 
scholars are increasingly convinced, though, that the actual social 

and economic status of the early Christians was far more complex. 
There were wealthy believers in the churches founded by Paul, 
men like Erastus, the city treasurer of Corinth, and Aquila and 
Priscilla, who were well-off enough to set up leatherworking 
shops in a number of cities, including Rome, Corinth and 
Ephesus. Furthermore, those who provided their homes as 
meeting-places for those converted through Paul’s mission, like 
Lydia in Philippi and Philemon in Colossae (Acts 16:11–15; 
Philemon 1–2), also had to be well-off, since this would have 
required a spacious area that simply did not exist in the homes of 
the poor. These rich Christians knew what it meant to use their 
wealth “to do good” and “to be generous” (1 Timothy 6:18). 

It is evident from this advice in 1 Timothy 6 that Paul appreci-
ated what money could do in helping people and expanding the 
kingdom of Christ. For instance, one of the major aspects of Paul’s 
life during the a.d. 50s was the supervision of a large collection of 
money for poor Christians in Jerusalem, where Christianity had 
had its origins.  In the early days of its history, the first Christian 
community at Jerusalem had exuberantly sold their real estate and 
many of their personal possessions, “had all things in common,” 
and sought to ensure that there were no poor among them (Acts 
2:44–45; 4:32–35). In doing this, these men and women were not 
seeking to obey any explicit commandment from their Lord, Jesus 
Christ; rather, they were simply motivated by a desire to make it 
plain for all to see that in Christ they had “one heart and one soul” 
when it came to spiritual matters. The physical was a way of 
manifesting a profound spiritual reality.14 

In disposing of their financial reserves in this way, however, 
the community placed itself in a highly vulnerable position when 
it came to finances. Persecution by Jewish leaders would have 
only aggravated their financial situation. During the a.d. 40s 
there was a series of food shortages in Palestine and then a 

particularly severe famine in a.d. 48 that appear to have triggered 
a financial crisis in the Jerusalem church.15 Thus, when the 
Apostle Paul went up to Jerusalem in the very year that this 
famine struck, he was specifically asked by the leaders there to 

“remember the poor” (Galatians 2:10).
In making this suggestion, the leaders of the Jerusalem church 

little knew how this project of collecting money to relieve the 
poverty of the Jerusalem Christians would become a major part of 
Paul’s life and ministry for nearly a decade. The Collection, for so it 
has come to be called, involved the making of elaborate plans to 
gather together what was a substantial amount of money from the 
various churches that Paul had established among the Greeks and 
Romans. Many in these churches were not wealthy, but they were 

determined to help those suffering in the midst 
of financial hardship in Palestine.16 And once this 
gift of money was gathered, it was delivered to 
the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. Paul came to 
see that this Collection was also a marvellous 
opportunity to demonstrate to the Jerusalem 
church and Jewish believers everywhere that 
even as they had one Lord and proclaimed one 

gospel, so also Jewish and non-Jewish Christians were together one 
people of God (Romans 15:25–28). In both these ways, the 
Collection was a wonderful demonstration of the proper use of 
money that Paul recommends in 1 Timothy 6.

TRUSTING GOD
How then should we respond to this financial crisis? Instead of 
panic and despair, Christians need to exercise trust. God is 
sovereign over all of the affairs of men—the good times and the 
bad—and is working out his purposes in history to bring glory to 
Jesus Christ. Whatever losses we experience during the bad finan-
cial times upon us, we cannot lose God and the spiritual wealth 
that comes from being a Christian. 

In such times as these, it would be so easy and so natural to keep 
to ourselves what financial resources we have left. While provision 
needs to be made for our own families (1 Timothy 5:8), times like 
these call for open hands and generosity on the part of those who 
call Christ Lord. The words of Augustine’s mentor, the Apostle Paul, 
are as germane as ever: “as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone” (Galatians 6:10). 

Finally, who knows how God will use these major financial 
woes and setbacks. In the past, financial crises became a means 
to convince many who had trusted in uncertain riches to realize 
the folly of such trust and to put their faith instead in Christ. Oh, 
may this current economic crisis cause many to call out to God in 
sincerity and find Christ. All who do so can face the uncertainties 
of the future with confidence and say, “The Lord is my helper; I 
will not fear” (Hebrews 13:6). 

❭
This article is an abbreviated version of a new booklet entitled “In 
God We Trust” (isbn 978-0981983103), soon to be published by 
Emmaus Road Publishing. © Michael A.G. Haykin. 
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They were simply motivated by a desire 
to make it plain for all to see that in Christ 

they had “one heart and one soul”  
when it came to spiritual matters

1  Michael Lewis, ed. Panic: The 
Story of Modern Financial Insanity (New 
York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2008).

2  Paul Krugman, The Return of 
Depression Economics and the Crisis of 
2008 (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 
2009).

3  David R. Wilkerson, America’s 
Last Call (Lindale, TX: Wilkerson Trust 
Publications, 1998), 21–30. The term 
“financial holocaust” appeared on the 
front cover.

4  Anastasia Nesvetailova and 

Ronen Palan, “A Very North Atlantic 
Credit Crunch: Geopolitical 
Implications of the Global Liquidity 
Crisis,” Journal of International Affairs, 
62, No.1 (Fall/Winter 2008), 165–185.

5  See, for example, Acts 1:6–7, 
where Jesus clearly tells the Apostles 
that there are limits to their knowledge 
of God’s sovereign workings in history. 

6  C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain 
(New York: HarperCollins, 1996), 91.

7  Niall Ferguson, The Ascent of 
Money: A Financial History of the World 

(New York: Penguin Press, 2008), 163.
8  Augustine, City of God 1.7.
9  Augustine, City of God 1.14–16.
10  Augustine, City of God 1.10.
11  See City of God 1.10.
12  D.B. Knox, “Wealth.” In J.D. 

Douglas and N. Hillyer, eds. The 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Leister: 
Inter-Varsity Press, 1980), 3:1633.

13  This was based on a reading of  
1 Corinthians 1:26, where Paul says 
that among the Corinthians there were 
not “many…of noble birth.”

14  Acts 4:32.
15  Keith F. Nickle, The Collection: 

A Study in Paul’s Strategy (Naperville, 
IL: Allenson, 1966), 24, 29–32; Gerald 
F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martin, Daniel 
G. Reid, eds. Dictionary of Paul and His 
Letters (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 1993), 144.

16  See 1 Corinthians 16:1–4;  
2 Corinthians 8–9. The reference in  
2 Corinthians 8:20 to this collection 
being a “lavish gift” points to the 
substantial amount of money involved.
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O ne of the themes of 
the prophet Haggai 
is “give careful 
thought to your 
ways.” Haggai is a 
post-exilic prophet 
who encouraged 

the people to start rebuilding the temple. 
Forty-two thousand Israelites had returned 
from exile in Babylon and had begun 
working on the temple. However, local 
opposition had caused the work to cease, 
but, with a new king on the throne of 
Persia, Haggai was convinced that it was 
time to restart construction. Many 
people opposed him, saying, “The time 
has not yet come for the Lord’s house to 
be built” (Haggai 1:2, niv*). Then, as 
today, there is never a right time for 
some to begin working for the Lord.

But, Haggai responds by telling the 
returned exiles that God says they are to 
carefully consider their ways (1:5). They 
were busy working on their own houses, 
fields and families while neglecting the 
things of God. And so Haggai told them 
to look at the results of their neglect. He 
tells them in verse 6, “You planted much, 
but have harvested little. You eat, but 
never have enough. You drink, but never 
have your fill.” Like many today, they 
were on the proverbial treadmill. They 
are giving it maximum effort but with 
little reward; or as Haggai puts it, “You 
earn wages, only to put them in a purse 
with holes in it” (1:6). Is it possible, 
Haggai wants to know, that their failure 
to prosper is because they have not put 
God first?

Thankfully, the exiles respond to 
Haggai’s exhortation, and they begin to 
rebuild the temple of the Lord. But, as we 
see in chapter two, the temple seems so 
insignificant to those who recall Solomon’s 
temple that there is no glory in what they 
are doing. So, Haggai again encourages 
them with a Word from the Lord. The Lord 
tells them not to be discouraged because 
the ultimate glory of their building will be 
greater than the glory of the former temple 
(2:9). The “desire of the nations” (Jesus 
Christ) will come and the church of God 
will far outshine the former glories of 
Solomon’s era.

But, in chapter three, there is still a 
question: That is all well and good but 

what about today? There 
is no seed left in the barn 
(2:19)! How are we going 
to survive if the Lord has 
not seen fit to bless the 
land? Again Haggai says, 

“Give careful thought to 
this from this day on—
consider how things were 
before one stone was laid 
on another in the Lord’s 
temple” (2:15). Basically, 
Haggai is saying, “Since 
you have obeyed the Lord, 
consider carefully what 
he will do for you from 
this day forward. You will 
no longer come from the 
well empty-handed, so to speak, but 
God will pour out a blessing that you will 
not be able to contain!” What an impetus 
to press on!

We, too, do well to consider our ways; 
to check ourselves, from time to time, to 
see whose interests we are putting first. 
Is it the interests of the kingdom of God, 
or our own, that we are putting first? Are 
we on that proverbial treadmill making 
money, but God has put holes in our 
pockets? Sometimes a member of the 
congregation will phone and say, “I won’t 
be out this morning as my family is 
coming over.” Whose kingdom is being 
put first in this situation? Is it Christ’s or 
ours? Your family should know that, in 
terms of your priorities, God and his 
worship comes first in your life. Family 
is a priority, no doubt, but God is 
preeminent on that list. Try to accommo-
date another time to get together or ask 
them to join you at church—it’s not easy 
sometimes, but as in Haggai’s day, God 
will honour those who put him first.

Or, it may be that for some reason you 
have fallen into the habit of thinking that 
when God commanded, “Let us not give 
up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing” (Hebrews 10:25), he 
didn’t mean you! Sometimes it just seems 
more convenient to pull up the easy chair 
and watch television for a few hours than 
to go out to a service. Consider well your 
ways. There is a cause and effect relation-
ship between God and ourselves. If you 
are not growing or being blessed, it may 
be that you are not putting Christ and 

his kingdom before your own desires.
In Matthew 6:31–34, Jesus taught about 

the sharp contrast between the pagans 
and those who have put their faith and 
trust in God. He says in verse 31, “So do 
not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ For the pagans run after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.” 
So, let us consider these words of both 
Haggai and our Lord Jesus and ask 
ourselves, “Am I allowing the present 
crises in the marketplace to hold back 
what rightfully belongs to God?” “Am I 
too busy worrying about my bank account 
to be involved in ministry and service for 
God’s people?” Perhaps the Lord is 
blessing you materially in this time of 
crisis but your giving remains stagnant. 
Remember, God knows what you need for 
daily living—are you concerned about his 
kingdom and the progress of the gospel? 
Consider well your ways. 

How do we differ from the pagans? Are 
our lives and our priorities just like those of 
our neighbours? Are we consumed by fears 
about losing our job or having our wages 
cut? Do we live without hospitality and 
generosity? Are we consumed with money 
so we can have “the latest and the best”? 

May Haggai inspire us to trust and obey 
our God, to consider our ways, and to put 
God first. For, as Haggai 2:8 tells us, 

“‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ 
declares the Lord Almighty.” 

A challenge from Haggai to examine our priorities BY BRIAN ROBINSON

GIVE CAREFUL THOUGHT
SPOTLIGHT
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| rewind

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN // Apart from the Apos-
tle Paul, no other figure from the first two centuries 
of Christianity lays bare his soul as much as Ignatius 
of Antioch. In the words of New Testament scholar, 
Bruce Metzger, Ignatius’ letters manifest “such 
strong faith and overwhelm-

ing love of Christ as to make them one of 
the finest literary expressions of Christianity 
during the second century.”1 Moreover, 
although we possess only seven authentic 
letters of Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, they 
provide some of our richest resources for the 
understanding of Christianity in the imme-
diate post-apostolic era.

Ignatius was the leading elder or bishop 
of the Church in Antioch, where the follow-
ers of Christ were first called “Christians.” 
Ignatius had been arrested by Roman author-
ities in Antioch around a.d. 107 and was condemned to die in the 
great amphitheatre in Rome. Thus, he was brought across the great 
roads of Asia Minor in the custody of ten Roman soldiers, whom 
he likened to “savage leopards.”2 From Ignatius’ letters, we know of 
others, probably arrested during the same persecution, who had 
preceded him to Rome.3  

The road he probably travelled, the main highway across south-
ern Asia Minor, ran westwards to Ephesus, where parties of pris-
oners or travellers would take a ship to go either directly to Italy 
or on up the coast. Near Laodicea (in modern-day Turkey), though, 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on witnesses from the ancient church

IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH: THE COST OF FAITHFULNESS
his guards turned north and west to Smyrna, where Ignatius appar-
ently stayed some time. From Smyrna he was taken north to Troas, 
and then on to Rome—and death by martyrdom.

The letters tell us much about what occupied Ignatius’ mind 
during those weeks that he was preparing himself for death in the 
Roman arena. They tell us much about the heart of a true pastor. 
Three concerns were uppermost in Ignatius’ mind:

1. The preservation of the unity of the churches.
2. Standing fast in sound doctrine and the refutation of 

theological error, particularly that of men who denied 
the reality of Christ’s incarnation.

3. Enlisting the help of the churches to stay the course 
that God had chosen for him, namely his martyrdom.

While Ignatius did not believe that martyrdom is the path of 
discipleship for every Christian, he was convinced that it was his 
lot. As he said in his letter to the Romans, “there is water living and 
speaking in me, saying from within me, ‘Come to the Father’.”4 The 
allusion to the living water here is almost definitely a reference to 
the Holy Spirit (cf. in this regard John 7:37–39). Like many others 
in the Ancient Church, Ignatius was convinced that martyrdom is 
a gift that the Spirit gives to the churches to remind them that 
their love for Christ has to rise above any other love and to teach 
them of the supreme value of being a Christian. 

1 Cited John E. Lawyer, Jr., “Eucharist and Martyrdom in the Letters of Ignatius 
of Antioch,” Anglican Theological Review, 73 (1991), 281.

2 Ignatius, Letter to the Romans 5.1.
3 Ignatius, Letter to the Romans 10.1–2.
4 Ignatius, Letter to the Romans 7.2.

Ignatius was 
convinced that 
martyrdom is a 

gift that the 
Spirit gives to 

the churches to 
remind them 

that their love 
for Christ has to 
rise above any 

other love…

DID YOU KNOW?
 polycarp of smyrna, who was mentored by the Apostle John and to whom Ignatius wrote during his journey to 
Rome, was martyred when he was over 86. When faced with death by fire or denial of Christ, he said, “For eighty-six 
years I have been Christ’s servant, and he has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?”

| mixed MEDIA

A look at things audible: 2 cds worth a listen

BROOKE FRASER
ALBERTINE
Wood & Bone (2008); 634457400122

This New Zealand singer-song-
writer is topping the pop charts 
in Australia and NZ. Brooke’s 
lyrics reflect both her Christian 
worldview and life experience, 
from “Albertine”—a tribute to 
victims of the Rwandan geno-
cide—to “Shadowfeet”—about 
‘still standing’ when time and 
space are through. Her voice is 
an emotionally-charged soprano, 
her music a rich medley of pop/
folk/alternative. A solid album.
—Janice Van Eck

Indelible Grace’s fifth album of 
re-worked or modernized 
hymns is a diverse compilation, 
featuring artists like Sandra Mc-
Cracken, Matthew Smith and 
Derek Webb. The hymns they 
have re-tooled are all excellent 
choices, and the musical style 
has a much broader range than 
some of their previous albums. 
As a fan of setting great old 
hymns to new tunes, I cannot 
commend this album enough!—
Paul Martin

INDELIBLE GRACE V
WAKE THY SLUMBERING CHILDREN
Indelible Grace (2007); B001CG72Z2
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BY DAVID ROBINSON // This study through the 
book of Ephesians may be used for private devo-
tions, but it is geared to “talking with each other” 
and “spurring one another on” through discus-
sion. So, these devotionals are for husbands and 
wives, parents and children, friends who will 

speak spiritual truths to one another (Luke 24:14), to spur one 
another on to love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24). 

One final word: these are not meant to be “spoon-fed” devotions. 
Dig into the Word first but use commentaries and other Bible 
resources so that you grow in godly maturity.

READING 1    Acts 19–20; Ephesians 1:1–2  

Use these chapters and other resources to gain an understanding 
of the historical and cultural background of Ephesians. 
DISCUSSION What would have been Paul’s challenges and joys as 
he wrote this letter?
SPURRED ON Paul’s opening words begin with an encouragement 
(he calls the church “faithful”) and a prayer (grace and peace). How 
do you need to hear those words in your life? Discuss how they 
would encourage you. Give examples and then pray for those areas.

READING 2 Ephesians 1:3–14  

DISCUSSION The context of Paul’s opening words is praise to God. 
Write down Paul’s reasons for praise. Compare your lists
SPURRED ON Note how God’s goodness impacts your life, and 
praise God for his spiritual blessings.

READING 3 Ephesians 1:15–23  

DISCUSSION Paul first approaches God with thanksgiving (1:15–
16). He calls God “Father” (1:17) and makes requests on behalf of 
the Ephesian believers (1:17–19a), followed by a great confession 
of God’s power (1:19b–23). What did Paul pray and what did he 
confess? Discuss why Paul’s great confession of God’s power would 
be such an encouragement to his readers?
SPURRED ON
1. Why is the character of God so important to our prayer life?
2. How can you spur one another on to live out Paul’s prayer?

READING 4 Ephesians 2:1–11  

DISCUSSION Paul writes about the great work of Jesus (2:1-11). 
List some of the key words (transgressions, faith, etc.) and explain 
to one another what they mean. Finally, in one sentence, explain 
why the gospel is such great news.
SPURRED ON Discuss how you would share the gospel with an 
unbeliever using these verses. Give a gospel presentation to one an-
other and then pray that God would give you an opportunity to use it.

READING 5 Ephesians 2:12–3:21  

DISCUSSION After describing God’s plan for salvation, Paul speaks 
about our oneness in Christ (2:11–22), his passion for sharing the 
gospel (3:1–13) and God’s amazing and abounding love (3:14–21). 
Salvation is not only an individual relationship with God but also a 
communal togetherness, with a desire for others to be saved. Study 
the flow of thought and discuss what strengths or weaknesses you 
may have in how you understand the impact of the gospel.
SPURRED ON
1. What practical things can you implement in your life to share 

the gospel?
2. How does Paul’s prayer bring comfort in our troubled lives? Be 

specific.

READING 6 Ephesians 4:1–24  

DISCUSSION Again, what is the flow of the passage? List the major 
themes and how all of this will impact our walk with the Lord?
SPURRED ON Verses 1–2 provide the foundation for the remainder 
of the letter. Why do you think Paul begins with humility and gen-
tleness, patience and bearing with one another as the foundation? 
What if that is missing? How do you grow in these graces?

 
READING 7 Ephesians 4:25–5:20  

DISCUSSION List the characteristics of the new life God has given 
to the believer. As you make your list, notice how Paul continues 
to bring us back again and again to the Triune God—who enables 
his people to live for him and have transformed lives.
SPURRED ON As you review your list, discuss how you can grow 
in maturity and godliness. In what areas do you need prayer and 
encouragement? Be gracious and honest with each other. How 
can you spur one another on?

READING 8 Ephesians 5:22–6:23  

DISCUSSION First read about the armour of God and then apply 
the armour of God to your role, whether it be husband or wife, 
child or parent, or a single person living out Ephesians 4–5.
SPURRED ON 6:18 speaks of praying in the Spirit at all times. 
How do you cultivate prayerfulness in your relationships so you 
may praise God (chapter 1), have a passion for the gospel and the 
lost (chapters 2–3) and have a passion for uncompromised, humble 
and gentle Christ-like living (chapters 4–6)? 

walking IN THE WORD |

A devotional study to spur each other on

EPHESIANS

SUGGESTED RESOURCES • Peter T. O’Brien, The Letter to 
the Ephesians (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999); James 
Montgomery Boice, Ephesians: An expositional commen-
tary (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006).
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BOTTOM shelf

GREAT BARRIER REEF 
ADVENTURES
BY JIM CROMARTY
Christian Focus Publications (2006)
ISBN 978-1845500689;  ages 8–12

Jim Cromarty introduces the 
reader to many fascinating de-
tails of the land, animals and 
people of Australia. At the 
same time, he reveals God as 
the wonderful Creator of our 
world —all the while weaving 
the gospel message through-
out each of the chapters.
—Kathy Goodfellow

LITTLE PILGRIM’S PROG-
RESS 
(from John Bunyan’s classic)
BY HELEN L. TAYLOR
Moody Publishing (2008); ages 8–12
ISBN 978-0802449245   
Helen L. Taylor took John 
Bunyan’s classic work, Pilgrim’s 
Progress, and simplified the 
vocabulary for young readers. 
It is an exciting adventure story 
that teaches the struggles, pit-
falls and joys in a Christian’s 
life.—KG

TREASURES OF THE 
SNOW
BY PATRICIA ST. JOHN
Moody Publishing (2008); ages 8–12
ISBN 978-0802465757     
This delightful fictional story 
takes place in the Swiss alps. 
Seven-year-old Annette has a 
run-in with a boy named Lucien 
and everything seems to go 
wrong. Amidst tragedy, re-
venge and jealousy, the charac-
ters find healing in repentance 
and forgiveness.—KG

Children’s books

AUGUST 22–28, 2009

Featuring: daily programs for children and teens with nursery available during 
morning and evening sessions • fellowship opportunities • sports and games

www.cAreyconference.neT

eveninG SeSSionS

QUeSTionS for JeSUS 
Guest speaker PASTor ThAbiTi AnyAbwile

MorninG SeSSionS

foUndATionS for The fAMily 
Various SGF Pastors

Held at Braeside Pentecostal Camp, 110 East River Road, Paris, ON N3L 3E1

A Christian camp experience for the whole family!

New website!
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o≠ THE SHELF |

A quarterly review of new & recent books

WHO SAVES, GOD OR ME?
Calvinism for the twenty-first century
BY ERROLL HULSE
EP Books (2009), 144 pgs
ISBN 978-0852346853

In this new book, Erroll Hulse 
examines the historical and 
biblical foundations of “the doc-
trines of grace.” Starting with 
defining what salvation is, he 
then proceeds through the Syn-
od of Dort, Arminius, Luther, 
Calvin, outlining both the his-
torical context and the biblical 
debates that led to the formula-
tion of “the five points.” The 
ensuing chapters explore things 
such as hyper-Calvinism, evan-
gelism, apostasy, etc. The book 
closes with a chapter entitled, 
“God wants you to be saved.” 
This is helpful, especially in the 
way he articulates how each 
member of the Trinity works for 
the salvation of sinners. 

With this year marking the 
500th anniversary of the birth 
of John Calvin, this title, which 
focuses on the doctrines for 
which Calvin is most known—
and for which the Reformed Bap-
tists in Canada are so indebted—
is well worth a read.
—Janice Van Eck

HOW TO CARE FOR  
YOUR PASTOR 
A guide for small churches
BY KENT PHILPOTT
Evangelical Press (2008), 122 pgs
ISBN 978-0852346662

Have you ever thought about 
what it means to care for your 
pastor? While he is busy caring 
for you, what does God call you 

to do? Written by a veteran 
pastor, this book provides a 
thoughtful, sometimes folksy, 
look at how a congregation can 
demonstrate practical care for 
their pastor. Philpott shares 
from the heart and will defin-
itely give congregations pause 
for thought.—JVE

MEMOIRS OF AN  
ORDINARY PASTOR 
The life and reflections of Tom Carson
BY D.A. CARSON
Crossway Books (2008), 160 pgs
ISBN 978-1433501999

There are some Christians 
whose ministries God blesses in 
extraordinary ways. They preach 
to thousands and their books are 
read by millions. But this is the 
exception far more than the 
rule. Most Christians labour in 
relative obscurity, largely un-
seen and unnoticed. Rarely do 
we read biographies of ordinary 
men—men who gained no 
earthly fame and who lived their 
lives in the shadow of obscurity. 
In Memoirs of an Ordinary Pastor, 
theologian D.A. Carson shares 
the life of his father, Tom Car-
son. He was an ordinary man, 
an ordinary pastor, who la-
boured in a unique mission field 
surprisingly close to home.

Tom Carson served the Lord 
in Quebec. He ministered there 
during an extraordinary time 
where the population transi-
tioned from being among the 
most religious people on earth, 
held firmly by the grasp of the 
Roman Catholic Church, to a 
population almost entirely 

secular. He laboured there 
faithfully, despite adversity and 
despite both pain and failure.

Part of the appeal of this book 
is its sheer “ordinary-ness.” 
There is a kind of comfort in the 
ordinary nature of Tom Carson 
himself. He was not extra-
ordinarily gifted—not the kind 
of man who typically merits a 
biography. Instead, he was a 
very ordinary person, one who 
laboured long and who laboured 
faithfully. The power of this 
biography is not in the great 
accomplishments of its subject 
but instead in his faithfulness 
and his enduring love for the 
Lord.—Tim Challies 

TEMPTATION
Resisted and repulsed
BY JOHN OWEN
Banner of Truth (2007), 118 pgs
ISBN 978-851519470

Intimidated by the thought of 
reading a Puritan author? John 
Owen’s Temptation—abridged 
and made “easy to read” by Ri-
chard Rushing—is a good place 
to start. Owen tackles the ubi-
quitous issue of temptation in 
the life of a believer. Taking the 
watchwords of Jesus from Mat-
thew 26:41 (“Watch and pray 
that you may not enter into 
temptation.”), Owen, in a ser-
ies of short chapters, examines 
the ways, both within and 
without, that we are drawn into 
temptation. He also explores 
the means that we can use to 
“garrison our hearts” against 
falling into sin and the import-
ance of shielding both our 

minds and our hearts from the 
power of temptation. Exhorting 
us to know our own hearts better, 
to recognize the ways that 
temptation can entangle our 
lusts and affections, and to 
understand our propensity to-
wards leaving our souls un-
guarded, Owen asserts that a 
heart kept full of a sense of the 
love of God in Christ is the be-
liever’s greatest weapon against 
temptation. 

One area that Owen doesn’t 
deal with extensively is the 
value of sharing our temptations 
with a trusted friend. Exposing 
the darkness to light can often 
be an effective means of break-
ing the power of a temptation in 
our heart. All in all, though, a 
helpful read for the daily battle 
against “the world, the flesh and 
the devil.”—JVE

WHEN THE DARKNESS 
WILL NOT LIFT
Doing what we can while we wait  
for God—and joy
BY JOHN PIPER
Crossway Books (2006), 79 pgs
ISBN 978-1581348767

This brief book offers a helpful 
foundation for Christians deal-
ing with depression and mel-
ancholy—whether it is a per-
sonal struggle or an area in 
which you are seeking to help 
someone else. Piper is both 
sensitive and bold as he provides 
analysis, biblical direction, 
practical advice and real-life 
examples—all the while, dis-
playing a sensitive shepherd’s 
heart!—JVE 
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Q 
You originally came from a 
business background, but 
the Lord called you into min-
istry—and to SGCC—back 
in 2005. What would you 

say are some of the seminal lessons you have 
learned personally from this new role?
A. There are a couple of lessons that stand 
out in my mind. One, acknowledging my 
utter dependence upon God to produce 
the results. My business background was 
all about me producing results. Results were 
something that I could control; but of course, 
this is not the case as a minister of the gospel. 
It is my duty to speak God’s Word into 
people’s lives, corporately and individually, 
and that is all. God makes things grow. I 
understood this, at least intellectually, be-
fore I entered the pastorate. But now I 
understand it in my heart and in that under-
standing I’m learning to be more dependent 
upon him and more content in the ministry.

And, two, becoming comfortable in my 
own skin. I followed a very long and fruitful 
pastorate. The church and I desired, and 
still desire, to maintain the quality of that 
ministry and to build upon it. But in that 
desire there was a natural tendency, in the 
expectations of both the people and myself, 
to imitate my predecessor. I realized early 
on that this was impossible and that God 
could use me just as I am.
Q. In light of the current economic crisis that 
Canada—and the world—is facing, what do 
you see as some of the ways that Christians 
can, and should, respond?
A. I think you can boil down the Christian 
response into two parts. First, trust the Lord. 

He’s in control. This crisis hasn’t come as a 
surprise to him. In fact, he planned it all for 
the good of his people and his own glory. 
Our assurance in such times pleases the 
Lord and speaks volumes to the lost who put 
all their hope in the things of this world.

Second, love the brethren. Though our 
church, for the most part, has been spared 
the effects of the economic downturn, I 
know of leadership in other churches that 
have put specific plans in place to come 
alongside their people in love. Each church 
will respond differently—the point is that 
we do respond, and that we are deliberate 
and proactive in that response. 
Q. SGCC has always pursued outreach into 
their community. Perhaps you could give us an 
update on a few of those efforts.
A. We just began Kids Club this past fall, tar-
geting children from grades 1 to 5. This age 
group was not being addressed in our Friday 
night youth ministry program, and I’m so 
thankful to the Lord that he burdened a 
couple in our church to take this on. We are 
averaging 15 children, with the majority of 
them coming from the community.

Our Clothing Closet continues to serve 
the needy segments of our city on a quar-
terly basis. It has been a real joy to see 
some individuals migrate to our Sunday 
worship services, and our people stretched 
to make them feel welcome. 

Our monthly Street Hockey games con-
tinue from autumn to spring. One of our 
young adults has taken this on, and we are 
hoping to see an increasing number of 
people from the neighbourhood attend. 
Q. I know SGCC has recently developed some 
ministry partnerships. Could you explain what 
those are?
A. We were blessed to have Tilbury Regular 
Baptist Church come alongside SGCC with 

financial support two years ago when we 
started the Fyfe Study Centre, a satellite of 
Toronto Baptist Seminary and Bible College. 
And, this March, Peoples Church of Wyoming 
helped us co-sponsor a Sola Scriptura con-
ference. Both of these ministries aim to build 
up God’s people in southwestern Ontario.
Q. What are some of the things that you and 
SGCC are doing to build up and develop rela-
tionships within your own church fellowship?
A. Sonja and I try to have the families of the 
church over to our house on a regular basis. 
But, during almost four years of ministry, I 
still don’t think we have gotten through 
everyone in our directory!

The church holds ‘after-church socials’ 
on a regular basis, as well as a ‘Hospitality 
Sunday’ twice per year. For the latter, fam-
ilies sign up to be a host or a guest and then 
are grouped in a way that balances ‘people 
you know’ with ‘people you don’t know but 
should get to know’.

I like to think our three softball teams 
are another way that fosters the family 
dynamic at SGCC. There’s nothing like a 
little competition to cement relationships 
within the church and sanctify our souls!
Q. I know it can be a real challenge for a pas-
tor to keep his own walk with the Lord fresh 
and vibrant. What are some of the ways you 
have found helpful in doing this?

A Two things. First, reading 
good books. I try to read at 
least two books per month—
one being theological or 
practical and the other bio-

graphical. Second, fellowshipping with 
other pastors. Each week, I share and pray 
with a good friend and fellow pastor. I also 
attend our own monthly pastor’s fraternal 
and one or two conferences a year that are 
geared for pastors.
Q. You and Sonja have four children, all teen-
agers, I believe. What are some of the things 
that you do for fun as a family?
A. Well, I do love playing sports with my 
kids, and both Sonja and I enjoy going on 
family vacations—we all went to Holland a 
couple of years ago, and the kids still talk 
about it. But, as they grow up, it becomes 
much harder to get them all together. New 
responsibilities and friendships compete 
with ‘planned’ family fun. So, we just en-
sure we take advantage of those mo-
ments as they come. 

❭ Discover more about SGCC, Sarnia, at 
www.sovereigngracesarnia.com

glenn tomlinson, pastor of Sovereign Grace Community Church in Sarnia, talks to barnabas  
about the present economic crisis, the challenges of pastoral ministry and life at SGCC

 GLENN is…
 married to Sonja, and they have four 

children, Jared, Seth, Joshua and Victoria.
 an author. His first book, From Scotland 

to Canada: The life of pioneer mission-
ary Alexander Stewart, was published 
by Joshua Press in 2008. A few other 
projects are in the planning stages.

 a student of church history, especially 
Ontario Baptist history.

 a closet Maple Leaf fan.
 a cyclist and bikes to his office most days.
 a daring dipper. His consecutive-month 

streak for swimming in Lake Huron 
ended at 9 months last December. 
(Apparently there was too much pack 
ice in January…)
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Telling Jesus
“The apostles returned to Jesus and 
told him all that they had done…” 
(Mark 6:30)

When you have been out for a day, what 
do you look forward to as you come 
home in the evening? Why do you run 
so quickly into the house, and look so 
excited? You want to tell ‘all about it’ to 
someone you love—your dad or mom, 
or your brothers and sisters. And you 
can hardly talk fast enough to pour it all 
out. You begin at the beginning, and tell 
everything (if they will let you stay up 
long enough)—the happy things and 
the accidents, what has been done, or 
what has been said.

When each day is over, and you go to 
bed, what do you tell Jesus? Do you tell 
him everything too? Perhaps you do 
not tell him anything at all; or perhaps 
you only tell him of something that you 
have done wrong, and are sorry for; you 
never thought of such a thing as telling 
him everything! Yet Jesus loves you 
better than the dear ones who just lis-
tened to all your stories.

When the apostles had been away, 
they “returned to Jesus and told him all 
that they had done and taught.” Can 
you not imagine the gentle, gracious 
Master listening to everything so kindly, 
so patiently, and letting them tell him all 
their mistakes and all their success, all 
that had made them glad and all that 
had made them sorry? And can you not 
imagine the disciples sitting at Jesus’ 
feet, and looking up into his face, and 
seeing how interested he was in all that 
they had done, and not wishing to keep 
anything back from such a dear Master? 

—and, finding their own love to him grow-
ing warmer and brighter for this sweet 
hour of talking with him! How different 
if they had just said a few cold words to 
him, and never told him anything! Try 
this tonight. It will be such a help, such 
a comfort, and before long you will find 
it such a joy to tell Jesus everything!

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

Rainbows come with a promise
A  Get your Bible and turn to Genesis 6:9. Start reading and go through to Genesis 9:17. It 
seems like a lot to read—and you can get someone to read it with you if that helps—but 
this story is so interesting the time will fly! Once you have read the story, answer these 
questions and then try to find the words in the word search.

1. Why did God send a flood to destroy the whole earth?

2. Why did God save Noah and his family?

3. What are some ways the Bible describes the kind of man Noah was?

4. After the flood, and all its destruction, God made a covenant (or a promise) with Noah. 
God also gave the rainbow as a sign of this covenant. When you see a rainbow, what 
promise of God should you remember?

B Word search
animals
Ararat
ark
birds
construction
covenant
destruction
dove
family
flood
forty days
Ham
Japheth
leaf
mountaintop
Noah
promise
rain
rainbow
raven
righteous
two by two
wickedness

DID YOU KNOW?
❭  The colours of a rainbow, from the outside in, are red, orange, yellow, green and blue.  
❭  In a double rainbow, the colours of the outer bow are always in the opposite order.
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SOLA SCRIPTURA 
MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL
271 Shoemaker Street, Unit 3, Kitchener, ON N2E 3B3 
Tel 519-895-2266 · Fax 519-895-8840 · Email  info@sola-scriptura.ca

TOLL FREE 1-800-563-3529

www.sola-scriptura.ca
**Charitable receipts are issued for all donations. Canadian Charitable Registration # 127259901 RR0001.

Sola Scriptura is a non-profit organization** that  
stands squarely on its Reformed Christian heritage.  
In order to maintain a vibrant Reformed witness, we  
rely on the generous donations of friends and sponsors. 
If you would like more information on how to support 
this ministry, please contact us.

Sola Scriptura distributes the very finest Reformed literature representing some of 
the greatest Christian thinkers both past and present. Our list of publishers include: 
Ligonier Ministries, Presbyterian & Reformed, Banner of Truth, DayOne, Evangelical 
Press, Christian Focus and Great Commission. Through our publishing arm, Joshua 
Press, we develop and produce new titles each year—largely in the areas of church 
history, evangelical spirituality and Christian living.

NEW RELEASE FROM JOSHUA PRESS
Charles Darwin’s religious views, by David Herbert, is a spiritual 
biography that demonstrates how Darwin’s rejection of the Bible 
led him to adopt the naturalistic assumptions that were founda-
tional to his belief in evolutionism. A great introduction to Darwin 
and to understanding the issues and implications of evolutionism.

Retail $24.99  BARNABAS SPECIAL $18.99*

 | CONFERENCES › SEMINARS › TEACHINg RESOURCES › BOOkS › AUdIO ANd vIdEO SERIES › CONFERENCES › SEMINARS › TEACHINg RESOURCES   
     › BOOkS › AUdIO ANd vIdEO SERIES › CONFERENCES › SEMINARS › TEACHINg RESOURCES › BOOkS › AUdIO ANd vIdEO SERIES › CONFERENC-

OTHER RECENT JOSHUA PRESS TITLES
• From Scotland to Canada by Glenn Tomlinson $24.99 $18.99*
• Friendship by Hugh Black $15.99 $11.99*
• Great themes in Puritan preaching by Mariano DiGangi $19.99 $14.99*
BACK IN PRINT: Life-transforming truth by W.E. Payne $12.99 $9.99*

*SPECIAL PRICINg ON  
PHONE ORdERS ONLY. 

PLEASE MENTION 
“BARNABAS” 

WHEN PLACINg  
YOUR ORdER.


