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| EDITORIAL

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 
   That saved a wretch like me!
 I once was lost but now am found,
   Was blind, but now I see (John Newton).

T here are times in our lives when we are struck 
by a particular attribute of God’s character. For 
me, of late, it has been grace—God’s free and 
unmerited kindness towards hell-deserving 
sinners like me. It’s an amazing word—grace—
very difficult to comprehend, but something 
that, when you experience it, touches you in the 

very core of your being. I’ve been reading books on it; I’ve been 
reading Scripture passages that speak of it, and I still feel like I 
haven’t begun to fathom the depth of the kindness and love of 
God that is expressed in that one word, “grace.”

Grace is one of the most significant words in the life and 
experience of a Christian. Only grace explains how God’s free, 
electing, sovereign, indescribable love can be showered on sinful, 
rebellious, self-serving and self-seeking sinners like you and me; 
and that, only through the atoning work of God’s very own Son, 
Jesus Christ. He was sent from the heights of heaven to come as a 
baby into this world (2 Corinthians 8:9). Though tempted, he 
lived a perfect life, and then he died a horrible death in which he 
suffered God’s wrath for every one of our sins, taking all the guilt 
and shame that was due on our account (Hebrews 2:9). To top it 
off, he conquered death itself and is now at the Father’s right hand 
in heaven, pleading and speaking to the Father on our behalf.

So, grace is a Christ-focused word. The reason we experience 
grace is because Christ became our Mediator, our sin-bearer, our 
Saviour, and now God only ever looks at us through the perfect, 
saving work of Christ. When he looks at us, he sees his Son. This 
is the amazing grace that Newton spoke of in his famous hymn.

It takes faith to embrace this grace (Romans 5:2)—being sure of 
something you not only cannot see, but something that is so “other- 
worldly” and beyond comprehension in its condescension that you 
can hardly believe is possible. There is nothing of you or me in that 
word grace. It is all of God. Perhaps that is why so many people 
reject the gospel. They want to have a hand in it. They can’t be that 
bad. And even Christians, after we are saved, sometimes we start 
to think that our salvation is sure because we read, or pray, or go to 
church, or are really good people. But, every day that we live as a 
Christian, is a day filled entirely by God’s grace. We are kept by God’s 
grace; we change because of God’s grace; we repent and are renewed 
because of God’s grace; we stand firm because of God’s grace; we 
witness because of God’s grace; we enjoy community because of his 
grace; we worship and praise our Creator God because of his grace; 
we know strength in weakness because of his grace. Day by day, he 
pours new mercies into our lives, reminding us of his faithfulness 
to his own character, a character that glistens with grace.

We have a sure and lasting hope, resting in this grace—the 
hope of spending eternity in heaven in the presence of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Spend some time today just thinking about 
God’s grace. It won’t necessarily change your circumstances, but it 
will change you. It will make your heart more sensitive to sin, 
more conscious of your dependence on the righteousness of 
Christ, more in awe of the mercy of God towards you. You will 
see others with more kindness and gentleness, knowing that if 
you are anything, it is all of God, not of yourself. And then, speak 
about grace, friend, it is a sweet sound in a sinner’s ear! 

Janice Van Eck, Managing editor

BY CARL MULLER // In October 2009, my wife, Heather, and I 
spent two weeks in South Africa. It was Heather’s first time 
in the country and my first visit to the land of my birth since 
my family emigrated in 1969. I preached at Constantia Park 
Baptist Church in Pretoria, where Martin Holdt is the pastor, 
and Goodwood Baptist Church in Cape Town, where Roland 
Eskinazi is the pastor. These are two of the many Reformed 
Baptist churches that dot the South African landscape.

When South Africa assumed a new democracy in 1994, it 
was thought by many that the dispensation then begun 
would be a cure of most of the country’s spiritual, political 
and economic ills. Such has not been the case and South Af-
rica is a troubled country. Yet the grace of God is at work and 
we saw many evidences of it.

BROTHERHOOD
When my family left South Africa forty years ago, it was so 
that we might breathe the air of freedom and escape the 

searing heat of racial oppression. 
Life under apartheid was difficult, 
and the line drawn between whites 
and non-whites was severe. What-
ever the change in government has 
meant for the hearts of South Afri-
cans I cannot say, but as to what 
grace has accomplished, to that I 
can testify! It was an overwhelming 
experience for me, an erstwhile “col-
oured” South African, to preach the 
Word to those who once were called 
“white” South Africans. I preached 
at a family conference in Pretoria 

and a missions conference in Cape Town and was called 
“brother,” was received with warmth and genuine Christian 
love and was made to realize that among these people 
there is “neither Jew nor Greek…slave nor free…”, for we are 
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UNITED IN CHRIST (left to right): Heather Muller, Elsabe Holdt, 
Pastor Carl Muller and Pastor Martin Holdt enjoy a meal together.

WHATEVER THE 
CHANGE IN 
GOVERNMENT 
HAS MEANT FOR 
THE HEARTS OF 
SOUTH AFRICANS 
I CANNOT SAY, 
BUT AS TO WHAT 
GRACE HAS 
ACCOMPLISHED, 
TO THAT I CAN 
TESTIFY!
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news & EVENTS |

JANUARY 17, 2010 
SGCC 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
Speaker: Kirk Wellum
Sovereign Grace Community 
Church, Sarnia, ON.
www.sovereigngracesar-
nia.com

FEBRUARY 6, 2010 
DAVID BRAINERD COLLEGE 
& CAREER RETREAT
Speakers: Richard Valade 
and Hassan Bell
Cost: $20/person
Enjoy a day of ministry, 
sports and fellowship.
Held at Grace Bible Church, 
Cambridge, ON.
janicevaneck@rogers.com

FEBRUARY 8, 2010 
TORONTO PASTORS 
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Dennis Ngien
Topic: The pastor as 
follower (10 a.m.)
torontopastors.org

MARCH 8, 2010 
TORONTO PASTORS 
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Joe Boot
Topic: The pastor as 
evangelist (10 a.m.)
torontopastors.org

MARCH 9–10, 2010
TORONTO BAPTIST SEMIN-
ARY AND BIBLE COLLEGE 
OPEN HOUSE DAYS
Prospective students are 
invited to attend lectures, 
meet with faculty and staff, 
attend chapel and become 
acquainted with TBS.
www.tbs.edu

MARCH 18, 2010 
INSIGHT FOR LIFE SEMINAR 
Health & well-being
Speaker: Dr. Gordon  
Van Der Pol
Location: Burlington 
Central Library

Hosted by Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON.
www.trinity-baptist-
church.com

APRIL 10, 2010 
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Instructor: Ruth Edwards
Topic: Understanding the 
Old Testament
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church. For more info:
deborah@tbs.edu

APRIL 12, 2010 
TORONTO PASTORS 
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Carl Muller
Topic: The pastor as 
prepared (10 a.m.)
torontopastors.org

APRIL 30, 2010
TBS GRADUATION
Grad Banquet: 5:30 p.m.
Graduation: 8:00 p.m.
Guest speaker:  
Rev. A. Wayne Lowe 
Celebrate with the TBS 
Class of 2010.
Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON.
Banquet tickets available 
from the Seminary office.
www.tbs.edu

MAY 7–8, 2010
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Monica Michael
Topic: Seeking a more 
intimate walk with God
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON.
Watch the SGF website  
for registration details.
www.sgfcanada.com

AUGUST 21–27, 2010
CAREY CONFERENCE 2010
Main speaker: Stuart Olyott
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Watch the Carey 
website for more details.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

ORGANIZING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). I can find no words 
to express what it meant to worship with my brothers and 
sisters in my homeland.

THANKFULNESS
Crime is rampant in South Africa. The life expectancy has 
dropped from 62.4 to 50.5. Women are raped, houses are 
burglarized, cars are hijacked, and the once efficient South 
African police force is a shadow of itself. The shots I heard 
one night bore eloquent testimony that in this respect also, 
this was not the South Africa I left long ago. Christians 
struggle to understand what is going on in the “beloved 
country.” Opinions vary as to the root causes and as to what 
the future holds. But the grace of God was powerfully evident 
among the Christians we met, and I was profoundly moved 
to hear one man of God assert (in the midst of so troubled 
a land) that he never ceases to be amazed at God’s good-
ness to him. 

HOPE
While South Africa is a spectacularly beautiful country, man is 
born for trouble, and so some despair when they think of its 
future. The saints of God we encountered, however, are sure 
of one thing: there is hope in the gospel. And so they seek to 
shine their light in the midst of the darkness. The Christian love 
manifested by the believers at Constantia Park in Pretoria 
shows the way ahead. The zeal for the kingdom demonstrated 
by the saints at Goodwood Baptist Church in Cape Town 
bodes well for the future. The commitment to racial harmony 
by the member churches of Sola 5 is evidence of Christian 
men and women seeking to live out their testimony with con-
sistency and courage. May God use them mightily to bring 
days of refreshing to the “beloved country.” 

Carl Muller is the pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in Burling-
ton, ON. Pray for Pastor Muller as he speaks at a pastors’ 
conference in Manilla, Philippines, from February 2 to 5, 2010.
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Grace Bible Church in Cambridge, ON, is hosting its 
7th biannual David Brainerd College and Career  
Retreat on Saturday, February 6, 2010. Pastor Richard 
Valade will bring two morning sessions on “Walking in 
holiness,” and Hassan Bell will bring the evening session 
on “Wisdom for  worry warts.” 

The afternoon will be spent playing indoor volleyball 
and/or board games. The cost is $20 per person for the 
day for all food, drinks and snacks. Bring gym shoes/
clothes if you are going to participate in the sports.

This is a great opportunity to get to know young 
adults from other churches in southern Ontario and to 
receive some encouragement and teaching from the 
Word of God. Hope to see you there!

Please register by January 29, 2010, by sending an 
email to: janicevaneck@rogers.com

YOUNG ADULT 
RETREAT
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 I
magine being a Christian for twenty 
years and one day being convicted 
in a huge area of disobedience and 
pathetic growth in your life. For ex-
ample, lets say you never gave any of 
your money or resources to the min-
istry of the church, or to God’s work 

in any way. Or perhaps you’ve never obeyed 
the Lord by being baptized. Or maybe you 
have not been exercising faith in a certain 
area of your life. Most Christians, when 
confronted with Scripture that shows 
them an area of growth they are weak in, 
will want to, by God’s grace, seek to obey 
and grow in that area of their walk.

About two years ago my wife and I be-
came quite aware of the sad state of our wit-
nessing lives, as we began to regularly listen 
to a radio ministry that shared the gospel 
with people on the street day after day. In 
my case, I realized that my 8 months of mis-
sionary efforts in Lithuania were ill-trained, 
ill-equipped and poorly executed. It’s hard 
not to think of my time there as a waste 
now, and that the sharing of the gospel I 
had done publicly for the last several years 
was poorly presented (more on that later). 
In my wife’s case, she summed it up by say-
ing, “To my shame I’ve been a Christian in 
full-time ministry on staff at a church for 

ten years, and have never once gone out of 
my way to witness to a stranger.”

Most Christians reading this article 
won’t need much convincing that evangel-
ism is something that they should be doing 
and is expected of every Christian. But let’s 
start by defining what evangelism is. Evan-
gelism, as J.I. Packer writes, “is to present 
Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to sinful people, in order that they may 
come to put their trust in God through him, 
to receive him as their Saviour and serve 
him as their King in the fellowship of his 
church.” To put it simply, it is communicat-
ing the gospel. So if you are sharing the 
gospel, you are evangelizing. This can in-
clude various methods, such as the spoken 
word, text, prerecorded messages, sign lan-
guage or many other ways. Evangelism is 
not just for missionaries! Pastor John Piper 
has made the distinction that missions is 
evangelism in another culture.

WHY SHOULD A CHRISTIAN 
WITNESS? 
1. Jesus Christ commanded it:

Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age (Matthew 28:19–
20; see also Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; 
John 20:21; Acts 1:8).
 

2. The rest of Scripture also declares it:

Therefore, knowing the fear of the 
Lord, we persuade others. But what 
we are is known to God, and I hope it 
is known also to your conscience  
(2 Corinthians 5:11; see also Proverbs 
11:30; Romans 10:14; 2 Timothy 4:1–2; 
1 Peter 2:9).

WHY DON’T WE WITNESS?
There are hundreds of reasons and excuses 
why Christians will not open their mouths 
and speak to non-believers about Christ. 
One of them is that a person will say, “I 
don’t have the gift of evangelism.” Author 
Ray Comfort says, “Saying I don’t have the 
gift of evangelism is like saying I don’t have 
the gift of feeding the poor.”

Some Christians believe that evangelism 
is a gift and the responsibility of only those 
with that gift. They appeal to Ephesians 
4:11 for support: “It was he who gave some 

WITNESSING:
A SHUNNED DISCIPLINE

COVER STORY

Q
U

O
T

E
S

 C
O

M
P

IL
E

D
 B

Y
 J

O
D

I 
D

A
M

P
H

O
T

O
: 

Z
H

A
N

G
 B

O



to be apostles, some to be prophets, some 
to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 
and teachers.” While it is true that God 
gifts some for ministry as evangelists, he 
calls all believers to be his witnesses and 
provides them with both the power to wit-
ness and a powerful message. Every evan-
gelist is called to be a witness, but only a few 
witnesses are called to the vocational min-
istry of an evangelist. As Donald S. Whitney 
writes: “Just as each Christian, regardless of 
spiritual gift or ministry, is to love others, so 
each believer is to evangelize whether or 
not his or her gift is that of evangelist.”

Career evangelist Luis Palau said, 

I find that the people who most argue 
against evangelism as a priority haven’t 
won a soul to Christ in decades. They 
are afraid of the nonbeliever. In almost 
every case, they stay within their 
closed circles. We scream at the world 
with our magazines and our micro-
phones, but we don’t mingle with the 
people in the world to bring them to 
Jesus Christ. Sometimes we hide be-
hind theological statements that go 
beyond Scripture. Sometimes we hide 
by saying, “I’m just much too busy 
carrying on my gift.” And we forget 

that witnessing is not an option. We 
are all supposed to be witnesses.

When it comes down to the core of it, 
pride is the most common sin that stops us 
from witnessing. We are afraid of what 
people will think of us. We are afraid that 
we will look stupid. But, by fearing men 
and not God, we are sinning. By not loving 
people enough to share with them that 
Jesus Christ can save them from their sin, 
which will result in their eternal punish-
ment in hell, we are showing that we either 
don’t really love them or we don’t really 
believe the Bible. Even Penn Jillette, the 
God-hating atheist from the magic duo 
“Penn & Teller” surprisingly admits: 

How much do you have to hate some-
body to not proselytize? How much do 
you have to hate somebody to believe 
that everlasting life is possible and not 
tell them that? If I believed beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that a truck was 
coming at you and you didn’t believe 
it, and that truck was bearing down on 
you, there’s a certain point where I 
tackle you. And this is more important 
than that.

METHODS OF EVANGELISM
There are probably as many “methods” and 
mediums of evangelism as you can think 
of. By methods, I mean the context or situ-
ation (as opposed to the message itself). 
Methods could include a whole spectrum, 
such as sermons, kids’ clubs, soup kitchen 
ministries, outreach events involving 
music or comedy, men’s breakfasts, camps, 
or Christian sports leagues. The list is end-
less. There are many mediums as well, 
such as speaking to a person one on one, 
giving literature such as books or tracts, go-
ing door to door, open-air preaching, using 
radio, internet, television or sermons.

It’s important to realize that things like 
comedy, drama, juggling, music or “living 
the Christian life” in and of themselves are 
not evangelism. However, if the gospel 
message is proclaimed through those med-
iums then you could call it evangelism. 
Personally, I think those who rely on “life-
style evangelism” as their only form of 
evangelism are doing themselves, God and 
the lost, a big disservice, since it necessi-
tates the lost “coming,” rather than you 
“going.” And seriously, how often does a 
non-believer come up to you and say, “Why 
are you so loving?”

Luis Palau points out,

You have not been a true witness to 
Jesus Christ until you have openly, 
clearly, lovingly presented the mes-
sage of John 3:16. Witnessing for Jesus 

“I care not where I go, or how  
I live, or what I endure so that  
I may save souls. When I sleep  
I dream of them; when I awake 
they are first in my thoughts… 

no amount of scholastic attain-
ment, of able and profound 
exposition of brilliant and 

stirring eloquence can atone  
for the absence of a deep 

impassioned sympathetic love 
for human souls.”
DAVID BRAINERD

“If sinners be dammed, at least 
let them leap to Hell over our 
bodies. If they will perish, let 
them perish with our arms 

about their knees. Let no one 
GO there UNWARNED and 

UNPRAYED for.”
CHARLES SPURGEON

“Oh my friends, we are loaded 
with countless church activities, 

while the real work of the 
church—that of evangelizing 

and winning the lost—is almost 
entirely neglected.”  

OSWALD J. SMITH

“I would think it a greater 
happiness to gain one soul to 
Christ than mountains of silver 

and gold to myself.”  
MATTHEW HENRY

“God save us from living in 
comfort while sinners are 

sinking into hell!” 
CHARLES SPURGEON

“You have nothing to do but to 
save souls. Therefore spend and 

be spent in this work.  
And go not only to those that 

need you, but to those that 
need you most…. It is not your 
business to preach so many 

times, and to take care of this or 
that society; but to save as 

many souls as you can; to bring 
as many sinners as you possibly 

can to repentance.” 
JOHN WESLEY

WITNESSING:
A SHUNNED DISCIPLINE BY BOB CATES
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Christ is done through one’s life, but 
the life has no meaning if the lips do 
not speak. Until you’ve done that, you 
have not been a full witness to Jesus 
Christ. People cannot guess why you’re 
such a good neighbour unless you openly, 
clearly express your faith in Christ.

OK, WHERE DO I START?
I have found that even when I’m commit-
ted to making evangelism a part of life, it’s 
so very easy to slip back into my self-fo-
cused life—keeping my lips closed, gospel 
tracts, books or DVDs to myself and not go-
ing out of my way to share the greatest 
news in the world. One of the reasons for 
this, I believe, is that it is a discipline. To 
become good at anything, you have to prac-
tice and prepare for it. Having someone 
teach, train and encourage you (disciple 
you!) is of great importance. I can teach 
the worst klutz to juggle in far less time 
than I taught myself to juggle because I had 
no experience or knowledge about it. I 
would never be able to juggle six balls today 
if I had never practiced juggling. 

I used to wonder how I could grow up in 
a church with such great Bible preaching 
and teaching, and never learn how to wit-
ness? It’s because I never saw anyone do it, 
and hence never learned how to do it. 
Therefore, I never placed the proper im-
portance on it. I think it’s safe to say that 
if there is no one in your church regularly 
involved in sharing the gospel with friends 
or strangers, you probably won’t be either. 
So, if you are interested in learning how 
to witness more effectively and regularly, 
get prepared, and get some people together! 
In my church situation, I can’t tell you how 
blessed I am to know that there are people 
I can call (including my wife) who will take 
a few hours to go out to the mall, or the 
market or the park and talk to people. It’s 
always the same for everyone—you go 
dragging your feet, quite nervous, and after 
having the honour of sharing the gospel 
with someone, your heart beats with joy, 
and you go home with a skip in your step!

So how does the believer plan and pre-
pare? For starters, let me say that you will 
never “feel” ready. So don’t plan on doing a 
one-year course before you decide to open 
your mouth. Begin to practice saying and 
sharing the gospel with a friend or family 
member. You will soon discover that even 
though you may have sat in church for 
years, if you’ve never done it, it can be hard 

to share the gospel clearly in just a few 
minutes. Don’t believe it? Try it! 

There are a lot of good ice breakers and 
tracts with the gospel message on them 
available today. I used to have lowly thoughts 
of tracts, but not anymore. They can be so 
helpful to start a conversation, and they 
can go where you cannot—home with 
people. I even met a woman whose hus-
band become a Christian from a tract he 
found in a Port-a-Potty. He then led her to 
Christ, and now the two of them train 
thousands of other believers every year in 
how to share their faith. All that from one 
tract not even handed directly to someone. 

There are plenty of resources that can 
help you get prepared. One of the minis-
tries that changed our evangelistic lives 
was “Way of the Master,” which did two 
things for my wife and me. First, it showed 
us that we didn’t need to have a Bible col-
lege degree or seminary education to have 

a strategy for our witnessing conversation. 
We heard people of all faiths (or lack of 
faiths) being witnessed to over and over 
again, and realized that with some prac-
tice, you can get to the point where you 
know how to get a conversation started, 
and where to take it. We are empowered by 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8), and whether the 
conversation goes “well” or you are com-
pletely rejected, it’s a win win situation!  
1 Peter 4:14 says: “If you are insulted for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, be-
cause the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you.” Remember, you don’t do the con-
verting, God does! Your job is to faithfully 
plant the seeds and let God work on the soil. 

Secondly, it showed us that by not pre-
senting God’s moral law to the sinner before 
the gospel of grace, we cripple and weaken 

the effectiveness of the gospel, and are in 
danger of creating a false convert, who 
never actually repented of his sin, because 
he never knew what sin was (Romans 7:7). 
About 100 years ago, the evangelical 
church at large began to abandon the use 
of the law in evangelism, to our great peril. 
By helping a non-believer to see how they 
personally have broken God’s moral law 
(the Ten Commandments), and that a holy 
God must punish law breakers, then pun-
ishment (hell) is reasonable and the gospel 
makes sense (Galatians 3:24). 

Please take the time this year to think 
about your witness for Christ. If it hasn’t 
happened already, it won’t be long before, 
like me, you have a friend die that you did 
not share the gospel with, and then it will be 
too late. Take a lesson from this event that 
happened in New York. On December 19, 
2009, a pregnant woman in a coffee shop 
had a fatal seizure in front of two paramed-
ics who refused to help her. According to 
media reports, twenty-five-year-old Eutisha 
Rennix, of Brooklyn, was in Au Bon Pain 
when she began to complain of severe pain 
and shortness of breath. Rennix later fell to 
the ground with convulsions and foaming 
at the mouth. Two paramedics who were in 
the coffee shop told patrons to call “9-1-1” 
because they were on their break, accord-
ing to witnesses. When an ambulance 
finally arrived, it was too late. Rennix died 
shortly after being transported to the hos-
pital. Sadly, doctors were not able to save 
the life of her infant daughter, Jahniya 
Woodson, who died about two hours after 
her mother. How do you feel about the 
paramedics who stood by and did nothing 
when it was in their ability to help? As 
Christians, we know that there are people 
all around us who are terminal, with the 
sickness of sin. We have the medicine. Will 
you offer it to them or stand by and do nothing?

3 QUESTIONS FOR APPLICATION
1. Since evangelism is expected, will you 

obey the Lord and witness?
2. Since evangelism is empowered, will 

you believe that God can use your words 
in the salvation of others?

3. Since evangelism is a discipline, will you 
plan for it? 

Bob Cates is a full-time comic entertainer, 
performing at banquets, corporate events,  
theatres, cruise ships, churches and para-church 
organizations (www.comedyinmotion.com).
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…we know that  
there are people all 
around us who are 
terminal, with the 
sickness of sin. We 
have the medicine. 
Will you offer it to 
them or stand by 
and do nothing?

HELPFUL RESOURCES
Books
• Spiritual disciplines for the 
Christian life by Donald S. 
Whitney (evangelism chapter)
• One thing you can’t do in 
heaven by Mark Cahill

• The way of the Master  
by Ray Comfort
Sermons
“Hell’s best kept secret” and 
“True and false conversion” by 
Ray Comfort (www.wayofthe 
master.com/audiolessons.shtml)

Radio
• Wretched Radio, 3–5 p.m. 
weekdays on Sirius Channel 161. 
Download or listen live at www.
wretchedradio.com  
• The Cross Current Radio, 
www.tccradio.com

Web Sites
www.thecrosscurrent.com
www.wayofthemaster.com
www.livingwaterscanada.com
Resources for non-believers
www.greatnewscanada.com
One heartbeat away, Mark Cahill
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A ccording to 1 Corinth-
ians 1:21, preaching is 
the chief means of ad-
vancing the kingdom of 
God. It is also through 
the preaching of God’s 
Word that Christians 

grow in grace. That being so, those in-
volved in this vital business will be the spe-
cial objects of Satan’s wrath—that is rea-
son enough to pray earnestly for them.

The apostle Paul, despite his amazing 
gifts, was very conscious of his weakness 
and of his need of prayer. Many times, he 
asked for the prayers of believers. Some-
times it was simply, “Brothers, pray for us” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:25). But, most times, he 
was specific in his prayer requests. By look-
ing at some of these requests we can learn 
to pray more intelligently for our pastors 
and others who preach the Word. 

Writing to the Ephesian church, Paul 
said, “Pray also for me, that whenever I 
open my mouth, words may be given me so 
that I will fearlessly make known the mys-
tery of the gospel” (Ephesians 6:19).

WORDS THAT COUNT
First of all, the apostle asked, that in his 
preaching, words might be given to him. 
Paul was a gifted speaker, but he could not 
rely on gifts alone. As an apostle, he re-
ceived direct revelation from God, but that 
did not eliminate his need to study the Old 
Testament Scriptures. Pastors today certain-
ly cannot rely on direct revelation. They 
need to study the Bible and spend time in 
preparation. Basically, what is preached is 
what has been prepared. There are always 
exceptions to this. There are times when a 
preacher will be given words as he preaches, 
but this is not the norm, and he generally 
preaches what he has prepared. It follows 
therefore that preparation is very import-
ant, and praying for this is vital. Pray that 
those hours of study will be productive. Pray 
that he will bear in mind the needs of the 
different groups within his congregation.

BOLD SPEECH
Paul also asked the believers to pray that 
he might preach “fearlessly.” It is a strong 
temptation for a preacher to cater to his 
audience in a wrong way and avoid certain 
truths that might offend people. There 
might be an unbeliever who also happens 

to be a generous giver to the church. The 
pastor might be tempted to stay clear of 
anything that could upset that person. Pray 
that he will be bold in his preaching, and 
that the fear of man might not become a 
snare (Proverbs 29:25). Pray also that his 
boldness will not be abrasive! 

AN OPEN DOOR
We find another of Paul’s prayer requests 
in the Epistle to the Colossians: “Devote 
yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God 
may open a door for our message, so that 
we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for 
which I am in chains. Pray that I may pro-
claim it clearly, as I should” (Colossians 
4:2–4). The apostle was, of course, a pris-
oner, so he could not go where he wanted. 
Opportunities to preach the gospel had to 
come his way. Opportunities meant not 
merely people being in front of him, but 
them having ears open to listen to the 
Word of God. In praying for your pastor, 
you can pray that there will be open ears 
and hearts as he proclaims the gospel. If 
the message is to be effective, people must 
have receptive hearts. 

CLARITY
Paul is also asking for prayer that the mes-
sage will be clear. The Holy Spirit can do 
marvellous things in the lives of people, 
but he does not bypass the mind, and if the 
preaching is unintelligible to the hearers, 
there can be no response to the message. 
Pray for clarity in the preaching. A Scottish 
lady was once asked if she enjoyed the 
preacher. She replied, “Far be it from me 
to claim to understand such a learned 
man”! That is not what the apostle had in 
mind when the Word was preached—he 
wanted it to be understood.

One further passage where Paul re-
quested prayer for his ministry is found in 
the second letter to the Thessalonians: 

“Finally, brothers, pray for us that the mes-
sage of the Lord may spread rapidly and be 
honoured, just as it was with you” (2 Thes-
salonians 3:1). The apostle wanted his mes-
sage to be effective, and so he asked the 
Christians to pray specifically for that.

FRUIT
Some have laboured faithfully for many 
years without much apparent fruit, but 

surely it must eventually come. We need to 
believe that it will. An incident in the life 
of C.H. Spurgeon is relevant. A young 
preacher was bemoaning the fact that he 
did not see conversions. Spurgeon said, 

“You don’t expect to see conversions every 
time you preach, do you?” “No,” the man 
replied. “Then,” said Spurgeon, “that’s why 
you don’t!” There should be an expectation 
of blessing on the part of the pastor, but 
there should also be the same expectation 
on the part of the Christians who hear the 
Word, and there should be earnest prayer 
to that end. Of course, this will involve 
prayer for the anointing of the Spirit.

Remember how Aaron and Hur held up 
Moses’ hands until the battle was won 
(Exodus 17:8–13). Pastors do get weary and 
unable to stand alone. Behind the preacher 
there must be those who support him, 
those who encourage him and, especially, 
those who pray for him.

How much do you pray for your pastor? 
Will you determine to pray more? Earnest 
prayer for pastors and preachers of the 
Word would doubtless make a significant 
difference to our churches. May God give 
us all a burden to do that! It was well said 
by the Scottish preacher Robert Murray 
M’Cheyne: “A holy minister is an awful 
weapon in the hand of God.” There is no 
question that pastors have a solemn re-
sponsibility to keep themselves pure. They 
must also work hard at preparing and de-
livering the Word of God. But how much 
more effective would pastors be, if they 
had congregations that prayed fervently 
for them? 

A call to intercede for those who preach the Word  BY ROGER FELLOWS

PRAYING FOR PASTORS
SPOTLIGHT

P
H

O
T

O
: 

T
E

R
R

I 
H

U
T

C
H

IS
O

N



10 // BARNABAS // WINTER 2010

BY MARK HUDSON // “Sticks and stones may 
break my bones, but names will never hurt me!” If 
you have ever been the target of name calling, 
mocking, slander or lies perhaps you may disagree 
with this little proverb. What people say to us or 
about us does have a major impact on who we are. 

The spoken word has the potential to build others up and do them 
good or tear them down and leave them beaten and bleeding. Our 
comments can be a source of joy and peace or the cause of sorrow 
and even despair. 

The things we say can have such life-changing implications that 
Jesus warns us that “on the day of judgment people will give account 
for every careless word they speak” (Matthew 12:36). James sums 
up the potential destructive power of the tongue, the vehicle of 
what we say, by teaching: “but no human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). James 
doesn’t make this statement so we will give up on the battle to 
control the words that come out of our mouths. On the contrary, 
he wants to show us that our only hope for victory over “word 
sins” is the same as with all spiritual conflict—that is, by actively 
seeking the help of the Spirit of God to give us the control we 
need. The tongue, then, is at the heart of a great paradox: with it 
we both bless God and curse men 
(James 3:9). This should not be the 
case for a Christian!

There are many reasons why we 
use words as weapons to attack or 
undermine others: envy, bitterness, 
revenge, jealousy, anger, spite, in-
security, hatred. These “issues of the 
heart” must be dealt with first if we 
are ever going to have greater con-
trol over what we say. The tongue simply provides a way of escape 
for the things we are thinking. Change our thinking and we will 
change our speaking! What would happen if we all followed the 
challenge of James: “let every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak” (James 1:19)? And, before we spoke, we considered Paul’s 
teaching: “Let your speech always be gracious” (Colossians 4:6)? 
Does what we’re going to say pass the “grace” test? If not, then, 
“Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of 
my lips!” (Psalm 141:3). When we have nothing good to say, let us 
have the strength and good sense to say nothing. We have many 
opportunities to exhort and encourage others and make their walk 
more pleasant and more fulfilling. In a world that thrives on sar-
casm, rudeness, the clever put-down, the parting shot, the last 
word, self-fulfillment, self-love and even self-pity, there is just not 
enough of this kind of talk. 

Friends, we are personally responsible for the things we say. 
Scripture teaches us over and over to refrain from “speaking evil” 
of others. This is not a secondary or insignificant sin in the eyes of 
God. Reputations have been destroyed by the sharing of a single 
story, true or false. Though forgiveness can be granted by the one 
harmed, the personal damage can seldom be undone. Be an example 
to the world of what it is to be gracious in speech—all those within 
hearing will certainly benefit. 

| TEEN beat

TONGUE-TAMING 
THOUGHTS

…our only hope for 
victory over “word 
sins” is the same as 
with all spiritual 
conflict—that is, by 
actively seeking the 
help of the Spirit of 
God to give us the 
control we need. 

| the ARTS

PITCHING  
YOUR TENTS

BY JEREMY JOHNSTON // In Genesis, we read 
about Lot pitching his tents toward Sodom (13:12). 
The next time we read about Lot (Genesis 19) he is 
living in Sodom, a wicked and abominable city. We 
find him applying skewed “righteousness” in an 
unrighteous situation (19:8), his wife has become 

too attached to a worldly lifestyle (19:26), his sons-in-law fail to 
take life seriously (19:14) and his children lack a moral compass 
(19:30–38). Whatever righteousness Lot had before he went to 
Sodom was dramatically overshadowed by the unrighteous culture 
he immersed himself and his family in. As Christians, we are con-
stantly struggling to be “in” the world, but not “of” the world, and it 
is difficult to steer clear of “Sodom” these days. Through television, 
the Internet, movies and magazines, Christians are bombarded by 
the immoral culture that we live in—perhaps the most potent of 
these influences is Hollywood. 

Movies have a huge impact in our society. With drama and real-
ism, movies present a made-for-film world where God’s reality—
his decrees, his design and his plan—often has no bearing. As a 
result, social values—the cultural blueprint for how we interact 
with each other and with God—are being created, shaped and solid-
ified through movies. Our children, our churches, the people we are 
trying to reach with the gospel, are all being influenced by movies.  

Christians need to become “film literate”—we need to be able to 
recognize, understand and speak to the filmmaker’s message. The 
challenge is the subtlety of the message. Filmmakers aren’t literally 
standing behind a pulpit preaching their values or their version of 
the world, but they are saying something, and they are saying it 
with millions of dollars, heaps of pizzazz and great soundtracks. 
Not all films present non-Christian worldviews; arguably, some 
great films are very consistent with God’s moral laws. There are, 
however, many films that directly or indirectly oppose God’s cre-
ation. Sometimes the movies desensitize us to sin, making evil tol-
erable or even palatable. Sometimes films uphold a right belief, 
but teach a wrong application. We need to be able to identify what 
these films are impressing upon us. When choosing movies, you 
need to do more than count how many expletives or explosions 
there are. It is not the violence, per se, but the values presented that 
have the largest impact on viewers. Movies labelled as “family,” for 
example, may not have a single swear word, but they may teach 
that children who disobey their parents are doing the right thing, 
or that the end justifies the means, or that romance is the key to 
happiness in life. Be prepared to discuss with your family the values 
presented in the films, and contrast them to God’s values.

If you are in doubt about whether a movie is OK to watch, then 
just don’t watch it. If you are watching a movie and feel your “tents 
are pitched too close to Sodom,” leave the theatre or turn off the 
DVD. The apostle Paul writes to the Philippians: “whatever is true, 
whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, what-
ever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, 
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things” 
(Philippians 4:8). Where are you pitching your tents? 

Movie tools: rogersplus.ca provides an online parent guide and Focus 
on the Family’s pluggedin.com provides reviews and commentary.
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BY DAVID ROBINSON // Do you ever walk in this 
world and wonder what the Christian life is to look 
like? What about times when you go through in-
tense trials and wonder, how I am supposed to serve 
Christ? or times when you look at all the choices of 
life and have to chose? The letter of James is not for 

the faint of heart as he calls God’s people to serious discipleship, 
searching their hearts and often leaving them before the throne of 
God pleading for mercy and seeking a greater presence of the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

READING 1    James 1:1–18  

�� DISCUSSION Verses 3–8: Imagine explaining to someone your 
inner struggles and heart wrenching trials and their first response 
is: “Consider it pure joy.” How insensitive, right? But James leads 
us to consider where we may find joy. List three places you are able 
to find joy and then talk about how you can apply them to your 
circumstances.
�� SPURRED ON Verses 13–18: James now turns inward and places 
our eyes on temptation—is God tempting me? The answer is, that 
is so far from the truth. In fact, God is granting everything you 
need to battle temptation and walk in obedience. He does this by, 
first of all, showing us the seriousness of temptation (13–16) and 
secondly, revealing the strength of God in our lives. What gifts 
have we received from God to fight temptation?

READING 2 James 1:19–25  

�� DISCUSSION We often read these verses and apply them to 
human relationships. However, James has just talked about the 

“word of truth”—the Scriptures—so that when James mentions 
“quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become angry,” he is first of 
all talking about how we respond to the word of truth. We can be 
quick to talk back to God when we read tough teaching in his 
Word just as easily as we can be quick to be angry with the Bible 
(ie. if we were God, we would certainly do things differently). Are 
there truths of Scripture in which you are not quick to listen and 
not slow to be angry? What are they, and how then do you apply 
verses 22–25 in your life?
�� SPURRED ON The rest of the book of James is based on the 
outline in 1:26–27—how does the Christian, who has prayed for 
wisdom, now live his/her life in this world? James speaks of three 
actions in the Christian’s life that reveal pure religion (in other 
words, without them, they cannot claim they are Christians): caring 
for those in need of mercy, use of the tongue and holy living.

READING 3 James 2  

�� DISCUSSION If James is so concerned about widows and  
orphans, why does he talk about favouritism and justification by 
faith accompanied by works? Could it be that while we would 

agree we need to look after widows, we do not see that we can 
actively show little mercy as we look after self-interests—such as 
serving those who can serve us (rich man coming into church). 
James speaks to the heart and essentially says maybe you need to 
search your heart a little deeper. This is confirmed by James 
bringing us to faith and works: through faith we realize we show 
mercy because we have received mercy, and received mercy is ac-
tive mercy. 
�� SPURRED ON Are there areas in your life or your church’s life 
where you boast before God but really you need to be humbled? 
Do you pray without action? Do you go to church without living it 
out every day? What portion of your life is mercy compared to self-
serving priorities?

READING 4 James 3:1–12  

�� DISCUSSION Yes…the tongue. Read these verses and meditate 
on how destructive words can be in relationships. Proverbs 12:18 
says, “Reckless words pierce like a sword.” It is interesting that in 
verses 9–12 James actually leaves us with a word of encourage-
ment and not defeat: as a fig tree cannot bear olives so the believer’s 
tongue will be changed in God’s likeness. 
�� SPURRED ON Consider your relationships with your spouse, 
children, co-workers, friends and those in the church, and ask, 
how does God speak to his people? Can we say that of our words?

READING 5 James 3:13–5:20  

�� DISCUSSION This final section deals with holiness and how we 
show wisdom by living the good life (3:13). James will speak about 
fights and quarrels, friendship with the world, slander, boasting, 
riches, patience and sickness among other things. Create a list of 
the subject matters and then, together with another believer, talk 
about how you can apply the wisdom from this passage to your 
own lives. Then pray for one another in 2010, asking that God 
would change you so you may know this “good life.”

Gossip can be a big problem in people’s lives, and it brings much 
destruction. In James 4:11–12, James goes right for the heart as he 
challenges us in how we speak to one another. How are we to talk 
to one another? First, what we are not to do: slander (11); second, 
remember who they are you are slandering (12)—brothers and 
neighbours (second commandment); third, remember who you 
are: do you dare become the final judge and speak against God’s 
Word (11b)? And, finally, we need to remember who God is: the 
Lawgiver and Judge (12). 
�� SPURRED ON Is there anyone who you need to come before 
and repent as you have condemned them and, in so doing, become 
Lawgiver and Judge? How will it help remembering who we are 
when we speak of others? 

walking IN THE WORD |

A devotional study to spur each other on

JAMES

SUGGESTED RESOURCE • J. Alec Motyer, The message of 
James (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1985).
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| rewind

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN // Baptist presence in 
Upper Canada (Ontario) can be traced back to the 
early days after the American Revolution. Most of 
them were solid Calvinists. But there was a notice-
able lack of growth over the decades to come. Why?

Closed communion
Numerous historians of nineteenth-century Ontario Baptist hist-
ory have explained the slenderness of Baptist growth in the nine-
teenth century as compared with other bodies, for instance, that of 
the Methodists, by appealing to the American Baptist tradition of 
closed communion. This tradition constituted, as was noted in the 
previous article, the first Baptist witness in Upper Canada, for nearly 
all of the Baptist communities in Upper Canada had been planted 
by American evangelists and church planters. But shortly after the 
close of the War of 1812–1815, open-communion Scottish Baptists 
began to immigrate to the Ottawa Valley and so introduced a trad-
ition at odds with that of their American cousins. The conflict 
between these two groups proved to be so divisive and lasted so far 
into the century, so this explanation runs, that it scuttled any 
attempt to establish a unified base for advance and evangelism.

This explanation, though, has some inherent problems. It fails, 
for instance, to take into account the fact that “open” communion-
ists were distinctly in the minority throughout the nineteenth cen-
tury and hardly in a position to impede a movement towards union. 
Even in the Ottawa Valley, there were relatively few of this persua-
sion. In fact, in the mid-1850s the Ottawa Association could de-
scribe itself as composed of churches which were “Calvinistic in 
doctrine, and closed communion in practice.” And some of their 
leading figures, men like the intrepid Scottish Baptist William Fra-
ser (1801–1883), had begun their ministries in Ontario as propon-
ents of open communion and had over the course of time become 
firmly convinced of closed communion.

Baptist individualism
Nineteenth-century Baptist individualism might also be cited as a 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on early canadian baptists

UPPER CANADA BAPTISTS: STAGNANT
reason for the poor showing of Baptists in colonial Ontario. Espe-
cially under the impress of the writings of influential theologians 
like Francis Wayland (1796–1865), Baptists in Ontario began to 
lose touch with the early connectionalism that had held Baptists 
together in associations in both the British Isles and colonial North 
America. Instead, the contention began to be made that local 
churches are independent democracies and that it was both wrong 
and dangerous to speak of the “interdependence” of churches. 

As one Baptist later said in 1853: “Had the Baptists of Canada 
laid aside their mutual jealousies at an earlier day, and concen-
trated their strength in aggressive movements upon the domains 
of sin and error, not only would our denominational statistics have 
reached a higher figure, but what is of infinitely more importance, 
Christ would have been more honoured by us…”

Theological education
Another important reason that Baptists struggled to establish 
themselves in Upper Canada was their inane lack of commitment 
to theological education. It would not be until 1860, nearly eighty 
years after Baptists had first come into Upper Canada that they 
would have a successful school for training pastors, what was 
known as the Canadian Literary Institute in Woodstock. There had 
been an earlier attempt, Canada Baptist College in Montreal, but 
it had failed in 1849 after only eleven years of operation. 

Granted this school was not in the best geographical region to 
serve the Baptists of Upper Canada, for most of its constituency 
was 300–600 miles to the west. It was utterly impractical to expect 
ministerial students to journey that far in a day when transporta-
tion was exhausting and costly. But the main reason for the failure 
of the school was that it was simply not supported by the churches, 
for some of the leading men of these Baptist congregations had 
imbibed the short-sighted notion that seminaries were not at all 
vital for the training of pastoral leaders. The result was nothing 
less than spiritual stagnation. It is sobering to realize that some of 
these churches’ spiritual descendants in the same province have 
yet to learn the error of this way of thinking! 

| mixed MEDIA

Plugged-in praise: 2 cds worth a listen

CASTING CROWNS
UNTIL THE WHOLE WORLD HEARS
REUNION (2009); B002Q5O6PC

With themes such as global 
mission, praise and worship, the 
sufficiency of Christ, confession 
and repentance, mercy and re-
demption, and heaven, Casting 
Crowns’ latest CD offers a very 
realistic and hope-filled view of 
the Christian life. Their style 
and solid lyrics proclaim some 
great truths and make this album 
an encouragement for us to live 
purpose-filled, mission-hearted, 
heaven-focused lives “until the 
whole world hears.”  

This album’s tracks consistently 
declare God’s faithful character 
(“We shall not be shaken,” “How 
great is your faithfulness”), his 
great love in Christ (“This is how 
we know,” “My hope,” “Remem-
brance,” “You alone can rescue”), 
his glory and worth, evangelism, 
and so on. Redman’s solid voice 
and lively but not overpowering 
band combine with great mel-
odies to make tracks that are 
catchy and singable. Great music 
for the drive in to work!

WE SHALL NOT BE SHAKEN
MATT REDMAN
SPARROW (2009); B002HMG4EU
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o≠ THE SHELF |

A LIFETIME OF WISDOM
Embracing the way God heals you
BY JONI EARECKSON TADA
Zondervan (2009), 224 pgs
ISBN 978-0310273431

Joni speaks of the lessons of 
faith that God has taught her 
through forty years as a quadri-
plegic as “rubies of truth.” Using 
examples from her early life—
the many questions she had for 
God about the suffering she 
was going through, the desper-
ation in her soul and the frus-
tration she felt over her cir-
cumstances—she weaves her 
experience into the perspec-
tive of God and Scripture and 
explains how it is possible to 
accept and love God’s sover-
eignty in your life. It’s quite a 
gripping read! At times, you 
can feel the anguish of the un-
relenting pain she experiences 
and realize this is a woman who 
is real—she has and does ask 
the tough questions, she isn’t 
sugar-coating the difficult times 
or plying them with a super-
ficial understanding of a verse 
or two. This is a book that ex-
plores the reality of how diffi-
cult it is to be a Christian, how 
hard it is to hold on at times, 
how much we need for our 
theology to inform our experi-
ence (not the other way around), 
and how God himself, his Person, 
is our greatest need, greatest 
hope and greatest reward! After 
all, there are times when there 
are literally no answers but to 
trust in God himself, and when 
who he is, is our only comfort. 
—Janice Van Eck

THE DAWKINS LETTERS
Challenging atheist myths
BY DAVID ROBERTSON
Christian Focus (2007), 144 pgs
ISBN 978-1845502614

This book comprises a collec-
tion of ten letters addressed to 
Richard Dawkins, Oxford aca-
demic and author of The God 
Delusion. After reading The God 
Delusion and posting an open 
letter of response to Dawkins on 
his church website David Rob-
ertson found himself engaged 
in a series of (sometimes hostile) 
exchanges with atheists on 
Dawkins own website. These 
exchanges spurred him to write 
this collection of letters in 
which he addresses the main 
atheist myths promulgated by 
Dawkins in his book, for ex-
ample the myth of godless beauty 
or the science/religion conflict. 
Robertson has a very personal, 
engaging and conversational 
writing style with the tone of the 
book not that of a weighty aca-
demic treatise but much more 
the cut and thrust of informed 
debate. He writes thoughtfully, 
articulately and intelligently, en-
gaging with the issues raised by 
Dawkins and our secular society 
at large, and the result is a 
book which is helpful for the 
Christian and non-Christian 
alike.—Morven C. Shearer

A FIGHT TO THE DEATH
Taking aim at sin within
BY WAYNE AND JOSHUA MACK
P&R Publishing (2006), 176 pgs
ISBN 978-1596380042

When Cain’s offering was not 

accepted, God said to him, “Why 
are you angry, and why has your 
face fallen? If you do well, will 
you not be accepted? And if you 
do not do well, sin is crouching 
at the door. Its desire is for you, 
but you must rule over it” (Gen-
esis 4:6b–7). We must rule over 
sin or there will be disastrous 
consequences.

A fight to the death is divided 
into two sections. First, the  
authors explore the biblical 
material concerning the nature 
of sin and the importance of 
rooting it out of our lives. They 
then give practical counsel on 
fighting sin in general, as well 
as targeting specific sins. Each 
chapter concludes with a 
thought-provoking and discus-
sion-stimulating study guide. 
The compassionate, encour-
aging style motivates and equips 
Christians to engage the ene-
my in the strength provided by 
the Lord.—Matthew Richards

MAY WE MEET IN THE 
HEAVENLY WORLD
The piety of Lemuel Haynes
BY THABITI M. ANYABWILE
Reformation Heritage (2009), 128 pgs
ISBN 978-1601780652

Lemuel Haynes (1753–1833) was 
one of those rare people you 
meet that seem to live near to 
heaven—both in their vibrant 
day-to-day relationship with 
God and their sense of the 
brevity of this life and the im-
minence of the glory to come. 
This book introduces you to 
this early New England, African-
American preacher.

For Pastor Thabiti Anyabwile, 
Haynes was a delightful discov-
ery, and so he learned more 
about Haynes’ life and writings, 
forming it into this little title in 
the series “Profiles in Reformed 
spirituality.”

Haynes was bought at the age 
of five months and indentured 
as a servant to a family in  Mas-
sachusetts until he was twenty-
one. The family was Congrega-
tional and Calvinistic and so he 
was exposed to gospel preach-
ing from his youth. With little 
formal training, but great apti-
tude, Haynes became the first 
African-American ordained in 
America. He not only preached 
tirelessly (as his diary attests), 
lovingly cared for his flock, vis-
ited the sick, preached at over 
500 funerals, wrote on the work 
of the gospel ministry , but he 
also wrote against slavery and 
in support of democratic prin-
ciples. With excerpts from his 
writings, letters, sermons and 
diary, this book will put heaven 
on your mind!—JVE

THE WALK
Steps for new and renewed followers 
of Jesus
BY STEPHEN SMALLMAN
P&R Publishing (2009), 222 pgs
ISBN 978-1596380936

Looking for some help in figur-
ing out what it means to live as 
a Christian? The Walk focuses on 
discipleship and takes you step-
by-step through basic truths, 
showing how your new faith 
changes everything about who 
you are and how you live. 

A quarterly review of new & recent books



14 // BARNABAS // WINTER 2010

| Q&A

Q Michael, you’ve been serving 
on full-time faculty at The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, since 2008. As an 

educator and historian, and one with extensive 
travels and experience in both Canada and the 
United States, could you comment on the state 
of evangelicalism in both our countries?
A. There is a significant difference with 
regard to the state of evangelicalism, both 
within various regions of the USA and be-
tween the USA and Canada. In the South-
ern States of the USA, the so-called “Bible 
Belt,” evangelicalism has a major presence, 
is a major player politically and has tremen-
dous resources. This is not true throughout 
the USA. The Northeast and the Northwest 
are very different from the South. There 
the situation is much more similar to Can-
ada. It would take a monograph to describe 
the state of evangelicalism in Canada. 
Again, I can really only speak for Central 
Canada: Ontario and Quebec. Our resources 

are much slimmer, partly because of the 
smaller population base but also because 
evangelicalism is much weaker.
Q. The bestseller list in Maclean’s is often 
topped by books about God, denying God’s 
existence, atheism, Darwinism or Buddhism, 
and seems to suggest that there is a thirst for 
deeper meaning in our culture. Do you think 
evangelicals are rising to that challenge and en-
gaging the public discourse in a way that might 
have some impact for the spread of the gospel?
A. Yes and no. American evangelicalism has 
produced some remarkable authors who are 
able to respond to this new state of affairs 
(postmodern culture) with tremendous 
ability, panache and skill. Where are the 
Canadian Christian culture critics/authors/
commentators? The reality is we are using 
American literature here, and this must 
mean we are not interacting with all of the 
nuances of our different cultural scene.
Q. I know you have strong ties in Quebec and 
have taught modules at SEMBEQ for many 
years now. How are the evangelical churches 
doing in that province? 
A. The evangelical Baptist churches are 
doing very well. There is a homogeneity 
(without the destruction of diversity) that 
is enviable. The churches are intentionally 
positioning themselves where they can be 
used by God for another move ahead simi-
lar to the 1970s and 1980s when there was 
a genuine move of the Spirit in revival. But 
there are still weaknesses in the churches. 
There is still reliance on outside finances, 
and this hampers ministry within the prov-
ince and in missions to other Francophone 
areas. The need for leaders still exists—but 
they are taking good steps to rectify this.
Q. In terms of theological education and pre-
paring pastors and leaders for ministry, what 
do you see as some of the key things that local 
churches can be doing to help foster and sup-
port this process?
A. Paul’s priority in 2 Timothy 2:2 is clear: 
we need faithful men who can be trained 
up to be leaders. Where should this be tak-
ing place? In both the churches and the 
seminaries. It is not an either/or scenario. 
But the blunt reality in my opinion is this: 
first, many churches that theologically are 
committed to solid doctrine are failing to 
support institutions like Toronto Baptist 
Seminary. It is utterly self-defeating that a 
school like TBS is not on the budget of many 
of these churches. In  a word, they are so 
parochial; their vision is limited to the 
present and not the future. Second: elders 

and pastors need to be proactively identify-
ing future leaders and mentoring them in 
ministry skills and theology now within 
their churches and then encouraging them 
to attend seminary.
Q. Many students end up leaving Canada for 
theological training. With so much innovation 
in technology and education, do you see oppor-
tunities for some of that to change? 
A. Yes. There are now non-residential 
theological programmes in many schools. 
But, in my opinion, training for ministry 
with people must take place within a con-
text where you actually meet with people. 
Computer screens and savvy cannot train 
men to sit by the bed of men and women 
who are dying or with couples on the verge 
of divorce, or even teach you how to 
preach, when the medium of preaching 
lies in the experience of being together.
Q. You are a member at Trinity Baptist Church 
in Burlington, ON, but many of our readers 
will know you from your conference engage-
ments or from reading your books. What book 
project are you working on right now?

A The main project is the An-
drew Fuller Works Project, 
sponsored by the Andrew 
Fuller Center for Baptist 
Studies at Southern, which 

is producing a critical edition of the works 
of Fuller. I am currently finishing the vol-
ume on Fuller’s memoirs of Samuel Pearce.
Q. Who has had the most influence in your life?
A. My wife Alison.
Q. Who is your favourite author?
A. A variety: historians like David Bebbing-
ton, Geoffrey Nuttall, John Lukacs, Ger-
trude Himmelfarb; theologian-pastors and 
preachers like Andrew Fuller, J.I. Packer,  
D.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Augustine, Basil of Caesarea.
Q. Your life is busy by any standard. How you 
maintain your walk with God?
A. It is not at all easy. Reading the Word in 
places like airports and on planes. Meditat-
ing and praying in the same. Having friends 
who keep me accountable is very import-
ant as well. Meeting for prayer with one or 
two men on a semi-regular basis.
Q. What truths have been especially precious 
to you of late?
A. That God is making of my life a work of 
love for himself, his people and a sinful 
world. 

❭ To find out more about Michael Haykin, 
see his blog at www.andrewfullercenter.org.

michael a.g. haykin, professor of church history, author and conference speaker, talks to janice van eck 
about the state of evangelicalism, Quebec churches, theological education and the influences in his life.

6 THINGS ABOUT MICHAEL
1 Michael is married to Alison, and they 

have two children, Victoria and Nigel.
2  Favourite food: Thai
3  Favourite musicians: J.S. Bach, Jars of 

Clay, Eric Clapton, Allmann Brothers
4  Worst mark in high school: tpying: 

Fall: 45%; Winter: 35%; Spring: 25%
5  Favourite fiction: Lord of the Rings
6  Favourite poets: Gerard Manley 

Hopkins, T.S. Eliot, Christina Rossetti
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Always more!
“But he gives more grace” (James 4:6).

Yes, always more! And if God has given 
any grace* at all, it is a certain proof 
that he will give more; for over and over 
again the Lord Jesus said, “For to the 
one who has, more will be given, and he 
will have an abundance.” So, if he has 
given you a little grace, just enough to 
wish for more, you shall have more; and 
then when he has given you more, that 
will be the very reason why you may ex-
pect more still. Is it not nice to be al-
ways looking forward to “grace upon 
grace” (John 1:16)? 

Then, as you grow older, and your 
body grows larger, he will keep on 
pouring more grace into it. You will out-
grow many things, but you will never 
outgrow this rich and precious supply.

“He gives more grace” than we ask. If 
God had given us only what we asked, 
we should never have had any at all, for 
it is his grace that first makes us wish, 
and teaches us to ask for it. And he says, 

“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it” 
(Psalm 81:10). Then open it wide—ask 
him to fill you with his grace.

“He gives more grace” than all our 
need. It never runs short. Whatever our 
need is, there is quite enough grace for 
it, and then “more” too, always more! If 
our need seems to become greater, we 
will find the grace greater too, if we will 
but go to him who gives it. If the ene-
mies that we are trying to fight against 
seem stronger than ever, we will cer-
tainly find his grace stronger too, if we 
will only ask it, and take it, and use it.

We can never overtake this promise, 
much less outrun it; for however little 
we have, or however much we want, 
this moment, and on to the end of our 
lives, it is always, always, “He gives 
more grace”! 

*Grace: the kindness and favour of God 
towards sinners who have no right to it 
in themselves.

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

Paul and Silas in jail
BY JODI DAM // The apostle Paul loved to tell people how Jesus died on the cross to save 
them from their sins. However, people who did not believe that Jesus is God were very 
angry with Paul for telling others about him. These men gathered together and threw Paul 
and his friend Silas into jail. Read Acts 16:25–36 and then answer these questions. 

1. Why do you think Paul and Silas were singing, even though they were in jail?

2. What did Paul tell the jailer he must do in order to be saved?

3. If we love Jesus and have been forgiven of our sins, who are we supposed to tell about 
what he did for us?

4. Paul was freed from his chains in the jail that night. What was the jailer freed from 
that night?

 

Word search
Acts
baptized
believed
chains
earthquake
evangelism
forgiven
free
gospel
jail 
jailer
Jesus
joy
Lord
Paul
praying
prisoners
released
saved
Silas
singing
witness

DID YOU KNOW?
� �  Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Philippi (northern Greece) around 49 or 50 a.d. The Epistle 
to the Philippians was written around 54–55 a.d. to the church that Paul helped establish there.
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These and other titles available from

www.sola-scriptura.ca
Sola Scriptura Ministries International, 271 Shoemaker Street, Unit 3, Kitchener, Ontario N2E 3B3. Canada

1-800-563-3529 / fax 519-895-8840

Find the answer; read the book!

305 pages / Hardback 

$18.00

A book written by a distinguished scientist about the existence of God, which has chapter headings like ‘Sooty 
and the universe’, ‘Steam engine to the stars’ and ‘The tidy pachyderm’, has to be different.  It is.  Addressing 
profound questions of science, philosophy and faith with an amazing lightness of touch, Edgar Andrews exposes 
the pretensions of the ‘new atheism’ of Richard Dawkins and others, blending incisive arguments with gentle 
humour.

Who made God? 
by Edgar Andrews

‘With vigorous panache and deft argument, Prof. Andrews tackles one of the key issues of our times — does 
God exist and why should we believe that he does? In a masterly combination of science and theology, Andrews 
reveals the absurdity of the so-called “new atheism” and presents a solid case for Christian theism.  Highly 
recommended!’

Michael Haykin

‘Who made God? is just the book I’ve been waiting for!’
Tim Challies

305 pages / Hardback 

Jesus: dead or alive? by John Blanchard   40 page booklet / $2.50

PERFECT FOR EASTER EVANGELISM
Is Jesus no more than a handful of dust and bones crumbling away somewhere on the outskirts of Jerusalem 
— or did he rise from the dead?  Christianity stands or falls on this one stupendous issue.  Here is a booklet 
that sifts the evidence, examines the theories and provides a clear and convincing answer to the question.

‘If Jesus rose, then we must kneel. John Blanchard makes the case here... compellingly.’
J. Ligon Duncan III, Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi

Why on earth did Jesus come?  by John Blanchard   40 page booklet / $2.50
Millions of people who celebrate Christmas have no idea of its real meaning. This booklet strips away 
the myths and ‘tells it like it is’. Here is the real Christmas message, the dynamic truth that revolutionizes 
lives.

‘Blanchard has done it again! In this quite exceptional booklet he captures the mind and the imagination by taking you inside the greatest story ever 
told. The way he enables the reader to come to terms with its meaning is really remarkable.  If you want a thoroughly researched, rational, clear and 
accessible explanation of this utterly engaging and life transforming message, you simply must read ‘Why on earth did Jesus come?’ 

Richard Gibbons, Sen. Pastor, First Presb. Ch. Greenville, S. Carolina

What the Bible teaches about the future by Peter Bloomfield   $17.00
There is a horizon, and God tells us a great deal about it.  We are sailing infallibly towards the horizon purposed 
by God in his eternal plan. 
This little church had none by Gary Gilley  $15.00
‘This is a desperately-needed message for these uncertain times, written with clarity, spiritual wisdom, biblical 
precision, and a passion that reflects the authors’ own deep love for the truth.’         

John MacArthur
‘This is an excellent, hard-hitting critique of the pragmatic, poll-driven styles that dominate evangelical ministries 
today, punctuated with a serious, sobering call for a return to biblical principles.’

Phil Johnson
Psalm 119 for life by Hywel Jones  $18.00
‘The Great Psalm’ (Psalm 119) was written for the whole of life. It therefore takes a whole lifetime to be equipped 
to expound it well and apply it wisely.  This beautiful exposition comes from a lifetime of taking in and giving out 
God’s Word.  Both a pleasure to read, and a treasure to share.’

Sinclair Ferguson
‘If Psalm 119 celebrates God’s Word, then I can think of no better celebrant than Hywel Jones.’

Michael Horton
Foundations for the faith by Roger Ellsworth  $25.00
Written at a time when many false teachers were challenging the basic facts of the gospel, John produced this 
grand and glorious Gospel that its readers ‘may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Empty arms by Keren Baker  $18.00
‘Written with authenticity and simplicity from the point of view of grieving parents, it deals with one of the most 
difficult experiences a Christian parent can go through, and yet amidst the deep grief it resounds with an even 
deeper Christian joy. In the western world, the death of young children is not as common as it once was, and it is for 
this very reason that this book is so valuable, for, in some ways, this is a neglected subject. Highly recommended.’

Michael Haykin

precision, and a passion that reflects the authors’ own deep love for the truth.’      

‘This is an excellent, hard-hitting critique of the pragmatic, poll-driven styles that dominate evangelical ministries 
today, punctuated with a serious, sobering call for a return to biblical principles.’

Psalm 119 for life by Hywel Jones  $18.00
‘The Great Psalm’ (Psalm 119) was written for the whole of life. It therefore takes a whole lifetime to be equipped 
to expound it well and apply it wisely.  This beautiful exposition comes from a lifetime of taking in and giving out 
God’s Word.  Both a pleasure to read, and a treasure to share.’


