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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO  

TRULY END POVERTY IN 

THE LIFE OF A CHILD?

 That’s why Compassion works only with the 

 local church in 26 of the world’s poorest      

 countries to help children get an education, 

 stay healthy, learn how to build strong                

 relationships and discover God’s love for 

 them in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

CONNECT WITH COMPASSION:

www.compassion.ca | facebook.com/CompassionCA

IT TAKES 
THE GOSPEL.
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| EDITORIAL

P erhaps you have noticed that God has been 
gifting the church of late with some really great 
songwriters and musicians. I have been blessed 
so much by some of these new artists and am 
encouraged that despite books like Rob Bell’s 
Love Wins and our increasingly humanistic, 
atheistic, self-absorbed culture, God is raising 

up young men and women who are writing and singing about the 
solid foundations on which their Christian faith rests.

Why is this encouraging when there are plenty of older hymns 
or songs that proclaim these same truths? Well, for one, this 
means there is a new generation of God’s blood-bought children 
looking for words and ways to honour their King. How amazing 
is that! God continues to work, to save, to draw worshippers to 
himself. It’s exciting to realize that God is still building his 

kingdom and today is still the  
“day of salvation.”   

Another reason this gets me 
excited is that sometimes just 
looking at something from a 
slightly different angle or perspec-
tive gives you a whole new 

appreciation for it. For instance, I have been looking forward to 
heaven for many years and love so many hymns that focus my 
mind in that direction. More recently, a song called “Soon” 
(Brooke Fraser, 2009) has caused me think more of heaven than I 
have for a while. Its lyrics, like “I will be with the One I love // With 
unveiled face I’ll see Him // There my soul will be satisfied // Soon 
and very soon” and “Though I have not seen Him // My heart knows 
Him well,” have not just stirred my heart to anticipate heaven and 
being with Jesus but also given me fresh perspective for today. 

It’s so important that we sing and speak the truth of the Word 
and submit everything to its authority. How thankful I am that 
God continues to save sinners in our day and gift them to help us 
sing his truths!—Janice Van Eck, Managing editor

THE EXCITEMENT is building towards the arrival of Wycliffe’s 
first New Testament in Mozambique, a book born of twenty-
five years of perseverance. War, shipwreck, hunger, sickness, 
opposition from religious leaders—this sounds like a list of the 
hardships suffered by the apostle Paul, but these also were 
realities faced by the first SIL* missionaries who arrived on 
the shores of Ibo Island in northern Mozambique in 1988 to 
bring the “Habari Ngema,” or Good News, to the Mwani people.

Today, after years of missionary effort, there are still no 
more than twenty-five believers scattered along the coastline. 
Yet, the Spirit of God seems to be working to crack this 
stronghold of fear, where ancestral spirits are appeased by 
sacrifices and offerings. Interest is growing in seeing the 
Jesus film in Kimwani (the language of the Mwanis) and hear-
ing the translated Scriptures read over the new radio station 
broadcasting throughout the whole Mwani area. 

Translators are eager for the Habari Ngema book to arrive. 
It contains the words of life and release from the power of sin, 
death and Satan himself. It contains the New Testament, the 
Pentateuch and the books of David, so they can finally under-
stand who their Creator really is. Prayers are pouring out around 
the world as the time grows near for the books to arrive. 

Ladies from the SGF are helping to prepare special bags to 
present to the Mwani people with their Scriptures. There will 
be 5,000 books printed in Korea in 2012. We are hoping to 
have a bag for each book by then. The ladies of Grace Baptist 
Church in Ottawa, who have pledged 100 bags, have worked 
on a pattern which is available online at www.sgfcanada.com. 
Feel free to work out your own variation. If you can help with this 
project, please contact Susan Seiler at susan_seiler@sil.org. 
Susan will be collecting all of the bags at the 2012 Carey Con-
ference. It would be a great encouragement to the translators 
and the few Mwani Christians to know the spiritual family in 
Canada are supporting them in love and prayer.

PRAY
• For the Spirit of God to prepare the hearts of many of the 

Mwani to receive their Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
• For the typesetting and preparation of the Mwani  

Scriptures for printing.
• That the ancient words preserved for the Mwani will be 

heard and read, transforming lives by the power of God.
—Susan Seiler

MWANI CORNER

HABARI NGEMA

* Wycliffe’s sister organization

Trinity Baptist ladies working on bags for the Mwani Scriptures.

NEWSBYTES
+ South African conference
Carl and Heather Muller will be heading to South Africa 
on December 28. Carl will be one of the speakers at the 
Grace Ministers’ Conference in Magaliesburg. The Seilers 
(Roland and Susan) will be able to connect with them 
there as well. The Mullers will be returning to Canada on 
January 15. Keep them and this opportunity for ministry 
and fellowship in your prayers.

+ Grace Fellowship Church of East Toronto
Paul McDonald has been hired to work part-time along-
side Julian Freeman at this church plant on the east side 
of Toronto. Continue to pray for this new work!

+ Binbrook Baptist Church
Just a followup to our news item and request for prayer 
for BBC earlier this year. God has provided two men, Don 
Theobald and Alex Thompson, to share the preaching and 
pastoring work. We praise God for his care for this church 
and rejoice in their double blessing!

…there is a new 
generation of God’s 
blood-bought 
children looking for 
words and ways to 
honour their King.
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JANUARY 9, 2012 
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Expository  
preaching and evangelism
Speaker: Ken Davis
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

FEBRUARY 11, 2012
DAVID BRAINERD COLLEGE 
& CAREER RETREAT
Theme: The Holy Spirit:  
His glory and his grace
Speaker: Dr. Michael Haykin
Cost: $20/person
A day of ministry, sports 
and fellowship
Held at Grace Bible Church, 
Cambridge, ON. Email your 
registration by Feb. 2 to: 
janicevaneck@rogers.com

FEBRUARY 13, 2012 
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Hell: God’s justice 
affirmed
Speaker: Stephen Kring
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

MARCH 6–7, 2012
TBS OPEN HOUSE FOR 
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
Interested in theological 
studies? See what TBS has 
to offer: attend lectures, 
meet with faculty and staff 
and attend chapel during 
these open house days.
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 
Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

MARCH 12, 2012 
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Alexander MacKenzie

Speaker: Glenn Tomlinson
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

APRIL 2, 2012 
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Challenges in Jude
Speaker: Bob Penhearow
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

APRIL 27, 2012
TBS GRADUATION
Join the class of 2012 as 
they celebrate the end of 
their studies!
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 
Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

MAY 4–5, 2012 
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Anna Pikkert
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON
For more details:
www.sgfcanada.com

JUNE 4–6, 2012 
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE
Main speaker: Dr. Daniel 
Akin, president of SEBTS
www.sgfcanada.com

AUGUST 18–24, 2012 
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
The evening speaker will 
be Stephen Rees. Don’t 
miss this opportunity for 
great ministry, fellowship, 
sports & programs for all 
ages—make “the Carey”  
a part of your summer 
2012 plans!
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Check the Carey 
website for more details:
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

SGF NEWS

SGF’S 11TH ANNUAL 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THE LORD WAS GOOD to us once again and poured out his 
blessing on the 11th Annual General Assembly of the SGF. Our 
gracious hosts at Churchill Baptist Church made us feel wel-
come and comfortable from beginning to end, and it was a 
joy to be ministered to by their congregation, all of whom 
pitched in to help in one way or another. Delegates arrived 
from all 12 member churches; it was particularly encouraging 
to have our brother Perry Edwards make the trip from New 
Brunswick. The Friday afternoon was filled with presentations 
and reports from the various ministries of the Fellowship, 
along with a snapshot report from each of our churches, filling 
us in on items of prayer and praise from the congregations. 

Keith Edwards gave a report on the state of things at 
Toronto Baptist Seminary (TBS), and we were quite encour-
aged by the news he brought. There was an exhortation for 
every church either to get involved or to get more involved in 
support of TBS, an institution mightily used by God to pre-
pare men and women for service in the church. 

A highlight of the afternoon, however, was hearing from 
Pastor Glendon Thompson of Jarvis Street Baptist Church in 
Toronto and Pastor John Downs from Bath Road Baptist 
Church in Kingston as they applied for membership. Each 
church body had voted unanimously to join, and we were ex-
cited to hear how the Lord has been working steadily through 
both ministries. It seemed fitting then to see them unani-
mously accepted by the delegates as the newest members of 
the SGF. We look forward to many years of collaborative ser-
vice with these congregations.

On Friday evening Pastor Bob Penhearow preached a stir-
ring and challenging sermon on the verse: “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” 
(Ephesians 2:10). Our brother Nick Dunne stepped down after 
many years as treasurer of the SGF; his faithful commitment 
and honest labours on our behalf are much appreciated and 
his involvement will be greatly missed. We thank God for 
such willing volunteers who do such valuable work. We thank 
the Lord as well for Melissa Kirkpatrick, a member at Pilgrim 
Baptist Fellowship, who willingly stepped forward as a candi-
date to take on the role of treasurer and was voted in with 
unanimity among the delegates. On Saturday, after accepting 
the financial statements and the proposed budget for the new 
year, we received an update on the work of Carey Outreach 
Ministries; there is a great work being done in terms of “teach-
ing the teachers,” and we need to continue in our efforts to 
support the ministry in any way we can. The final presentation 
was by Dr. André Pinard who gave us an excellent and detailed 
overview of the Reformed work taking place in Quebec. Seeds 
planted in previous centuries are presently bearing fruit, as 
are new ministries that are much younger. Solid gospel work 
is growing steadily in that part of the country. 

There was overwhelming agreement that the meetings 
were attended by a spirit of unity and by a widespread desire 
to serve. The Lord is good! May we continue to work to his 
honour and glory and for the good of his people everywhere.

—Mark Hudson, SGF Coordinator
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GUEST COLUMN

THE QUICK U-TURN
BY CORRINA LOBBEZOO // The most important thing I’ve learned 
in the last five years is simple: when you sin, turn back to God fast.

No matter how many great books you read, no matter how 
many hours you spend in the Word and prayer, you are going to 
sin: deliberately, unconsciously, sins of omission and commission. 

What happens when we fall? Often we wallow for a while. We 
think, I can’t fall into sexual sin one minute and then pray to God the 
next! Really? Why not? He saw what you did. He knows. And put-
ting it off is just going to give you longer time in a bad place. 

Waiting sets you up for Satan’s sneaky traps. I’ve already done one 
bad thing; will another make such a difference? Sin is like having a fly 
or a rat in the house. One gets in and then it sends out a text mes-
sage to invite all its friends. Have you ever gone from watching 
something you shouldn’t to sexual sin to gluttony to anger? Don’t 
leave the door open for other sins. 

Sometimes we get discouraged: I’ll never be holy; I’m fooling myself! 
or become immobilized: How can I serve people at church today? I’m 
such a hypocrite!  

Bad theology is usually behind delaying repentance. 
I fall back into a sin and I feel angry with myself, stupid, or 

ashamed. I won’t tell anyone. I want to sort it out on my own.  The 
last place I want to turn is the Bible. I feel God won’t accept me. 

Think about that logic. I have sinned + therefore am not worthy 
to approach God + therefore I will try to ‘sort it out’ on my own = 
salvation by works not grace.

Are we refusing to accept grace? Do we want to prove the sincer-
ity of our repentance and live a better life for the next two days 

before we approach God? That’s two days of filthy laundry (Isaiah 
64:6). It’s actually offensive. We’re saying: “I don’t want to call on 
Jesus’ life and death for this sin; I want to make a small contribu-
tion and wipe my own slate clean.” Christ didn’t come to call those 

who think they can earn their way, 
but people who know they’re sin-
ners and know they can’t do it. Any-
thing else puts grace on the shelf 
with an expiration date.

When we sin, we must repent 
ASAP. It’s clear cut: “[G]odly grief 

produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, 
whereas worldly grief produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10, esv). 
Good sorrow leads to repentance. Straightaway, I say. If you regret 
it, then now’s the time—even if you sinned seconds ago. 

There is a time for godly grief. But are you weeping before God as 
you realize how great a sinner you are and how amazing his sacrifi-
cial grace is? Or are you moping in the corner, doing penance for a 
few hours or days to convince God (or yourself, or others) that you’re 
sincere? The former leads to true repentance, and tears tinged with 
joy, and a fresh appreciation of grace!  

 Yes to accountability, self-control, dedication—yes! Fight sin 
hard. But when you fall, don’t stay down. Jet lag stinks; so does sin 
lag. Don’t carry it around with you for longer than you need to, as 
it snowballs, discourages or disqualifies you. Run to Christ with 
nothing to offer but dirty hands. God delights to renew, restore, 
refine, redefine and—in pure kindness—to bless. 

But when you fall, 
don’t stay down.…
Run to Christ with 
nothing to offer but 
dirty hands.

CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULTS!! 
Join us for a time of worship and singing, hearing God's Word, 
meeting new people, playing sports and enjoying fellowship.

Professor michael HAYKIN 
(left) from Southern Seminary, 
Louisville, will bring a two-part 
series called The Holy Spirit: his 
glory and his grace and Pastor 
david robinson from Grace 
Bible Church, Cambridge, will 
speak in the evening session.

speakers 

Cost is $20/person for the day.

NOTe: You MUsT register by 
FeBrUarY 2! 
 
It's easy…just send an email to: 
janicevaneck@rogers.com  
Include your first and last name, 
where you are from. 
You can pay by cash/cheque 
when you arrive. 

Cost includes lunch, supper, 
refreshments throughout the day, 
gym rental, speaker costs, etc. 
We provide a vegetarian option 
with our meals. If you want to 
play volleyball, please bring gym 
shoes and sports clothing.

How to get to Grace Bible Church? 
(see address at right)
www.mapquest.ca

More details?
You can download the flyer from 
www.sgfcanada.com

Questions…
Email janicevaneck@rogers.com

FEBRUARY 11, 2012 
DAvID BRAINERD COLLEGE and CAREER RETREAT

LOCaTION  
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
334 presTON parkwaY
CaMBrIdGe, ON  N3H 5C7

reGIsTraTION 

}} THE HOLY SPIRIT{{
HIS GLORY AND HIS GRACE
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I n Genesis 5 we read of Enoch 
that he “walked with God.” In 
the following chapter Noah is 
also said to have “walked with 
God.” What does it mean to walk 
with God? On a human level 
walking with someone is a lit-

eral thing. Most days I walk with my wife 
around a nearby park. To say I walked with 
her would make no sense if she did not ac-
company me, but walking with God is not 
a literal thing. In the Bible the word “walk” 
is often used to describe a lifestyle. John 
uses the word twice in 2 John 6: “And this 
is love: that we walk in obedience to his 
commands. As you have heard from the 
beginning, his command is that you walk 
in love.” So a walk is a manner of life: it 
describes our behaviour. It is a pattern, 
not an isolated incident—that would be a 
step. So how do we walk with God? What 
does it involve? 

OBEDIENCE
First, it means obedience. In Exodus 16:4 
the Lord says of Israel, “I will test them 
and see whether they will follow my in-
structions [literally, “walk in my law”].” 
We saw the same thing in 2 John 6. We can-
not claim to walk with God if we are not 
seeking to be obedient to him. That would 
cover behaviour at work, in the home and 
in the community. Paul tells the Philippian 
believers to “do everything without com-
plaining or arguing, so that you may be-
come blameless and pure, children of God 
without fault in a crooked and depraved 
generation, in which you shine like stars in 
the universe” (Philippians 2:14–15). When 
we walk with God, not only are we obedi-
ent to him, but we exercise a powerful wit-
ness before others.

FELLOWSHIP
Walking with God also means fellowship 
with him. When I walk with my wife there 
is fellowship, companionship. We may not 
always talk a lot, but there is an under-
standing and oneness between us. So it is 
with God. Fellowship is essential. It is pos-
sible to render outward legal obedience 
without knowing communion with God. 
We can be sticklers for honesty and up-
rightness: we can do everything just right, 
yet know little of fellowship with the Lord. 
We may know our Bibles well and have a 

wonderful grasp of doc-
trine, but do we walk with 
God? If we don’t sense that 
fellowship, do we long for 
it? There were times when 
David did not sense God’s 
presence, but he longed for 
it: “O Lord, do not forsake 
me; be not far from me, O 
my God” (Psalm 38:21; see 
also Psalm 42:1–2). Fellow-
ship with God may be ex-
perienced by faith, but it is 
also something that in-
volves the senses. Many of 
our readers will remember 
Pastor Bill Payne. He often 
used to speak of the “felt 
presence of God.” That was 
something the Puritans 
treasured also. It is something we experi-
ence all too little. I trust there are times 
when we sense that the Lord is very near 
to us—that can happen individually or in 
a meeting. But there are also times—prob-
ably most of the time, when we are not 
conscious of that felt presence.

How do we pursue fellowship with God? 
What can we do to experience more of 
God’s presence? Obviously prayer has a 
vital role in this. When you walk with 
someone you may not talk continuously, 
but there will normally be conversation. 
Our prayer life will determine to a large 
extent how much we commune with God. 
If our prayers are confined to the last few 
moments before we fall asleep we can 
hardly claim to walk with God, and cer-
tainly we will know little of fellowship 
with our Lord and Saviour. The value of 
prayer is not measured just by time, but it 
does take time to draw near to God. Dis-
tracting thoughts and worries must be put 
aside. We need to spend time seeking the 
Lord’s face and communing with him. 
Scripture is always useful in helping us to 
focus on the things of God. Meditating on 
God’s Word and especially on the blessings 
of Christ and our salvation will help us to 
draw near to him.

Do you take time to seek the face of 
God? Do you often sense his presence, or is 
this a strange concept to you? Doubtless if 
we spent more time in prayer we would 
know more of fellowship with God and 
would have more of a sense of his presence. 

COMMUNION
But there is something else. We cannot be 
on our knees before the Lord 24 hours a 
day, yet Paul says “pray continually” (1 
Thessalonians 5:17). We certainly need 
those longer concentrated times of prayer, 
but there is also that awareness of God’s 
presence and what we might call casual 
communion with him. In a moment of 
need or consciousness of the Lord’s good-
ness to us we send up a brief word of inter-
cession or praise. Putting it in the words of 
a well-known book, it is the practice of the 
presence of God. Many things we are in-
volved in throughout the day do not permit 
us to give undivided attention to prayer, 
but at any time we can be conscious of 
God’s presence, and the more we do this 
the more natural it will become. Also 
meditation is something we can do at odd 
moments when we are free to think of 
these things. David said: “How I love your 
law! I meditate on it all day long” (Psalm 
119:97). He had other things to do, such as 
governing the kingdom! But when there 
was opportunity his thoughts turned to 
God’s Word.

Is there any excuse for us not walking 
closely with God? We cannot say, “If only 
my husband were more understanding, I 
could know more of fellowship with the 
Lord” or “If only I had a kinder boss it would 
be easier.” Both Enoch and Noah lived in 
exceptionally evil times, but they both 
walked with God. May the Lord help us 
both to long for that and to pursue it. 

What it means and how to pursue it.  BY ROGER FELLOWS

WALKING WITH GOD
SPOTLIGHT
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COVER STORY

PRAYING FOR OUR

DAILY BREAD
The model prayer Jesus gives us in the Gospels  

helps us realign our priorities and shows us what God  
desires his children to seek from him each day. 

BY BRIAN ROBINSON
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 I
n Matthew 6, Jesus addresses the subject of prayer and, in 
doing so, teaches us the model prayer. It is interesting that 
the prayer follows the Ten Commandments very closely. 

“Our Father”—you shall have no other God before me; 
“which art in heaven”—you shall not make for yourself an 
idol; “hallowed be thy name”—you shall not misuse the 
name of the Lord your God; “thy Kingdom come”—observe 

the Sabbath day (a kingdom of rest and peace); “thy will be done”—
honour your father and mother (learning obedience); and “give us 
this day our daily bread”—you shall not steal or covet.

MISCONCEPTIONS REGARDING THE PETITION 
“GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD”
How do we enter into the Lord’s presence? My observation of 
many prayer meetings is that most of us begin our prayers with 
personal or church member’s needs. But “daily bread” is not the 
first petition after “Our Father” and, therefore, we are not to make 
it the first priority. Nevertheless, it is not the last petition either. 
We find this petition in the middle of the prayer before what would 
seem the more important: “forgive us our debts.” The point is that 
God is interested in our daily struggles and our personal needs. 
Bread is shorthand for everything that keeps body and soul togeth-
er until we are called home to be with the Lord. We are comforted 
by this petition because it reminds us that our Father, while he is 
really big and really great, is not so transcendent as to be indiffer-
ent to mundane requests. Also, because he is really big and really 

great, he is able to supply our daily needs above what we ask or 
expect. We might think, or even believe, “Oh, such a great God 
could not possibly be concerned about what I wear and what I put 
into my mouth,” but Jesus tells us he is, and that we should come 
to him with our concerns no matter how small they may seem in 
our own eyes.

Another misconception is that it is not “spiritual” to pray for 
“daily bread.” That is, we go to the opposite extreme and say we 
shouldn’t pray for sisters or brothers in the Lord who are suffering 
or in need. D.A. Carson, in A Call to Spiritual Reformation, writes, 

So while love for God and love for brothers must not be equat-
ed, there is an important sense in which the former can be 
tested by the latter. When we live up to our calling, we re-
member that in God’s church people do not set the agenda; 
they are the agenda. Our allegiance to God and his gospel will 
be demonstrated in our service to his people, to those who 
will become his people, to those made in his image.

Yes, we pray for people’s spiritual needs and that they might be 
saved, but it is no less spiritual to pray for health needs, employ-
ment needs and strength needs. So the apostle Peter reminds us, 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

WHAT ARE WE ASKING FOR?
We are acknowledging that all we have and are ultimately comes 
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the “wealth, health and prosperity gospel” advocates is the denial of 
this petition. Our Lord’s treasury is vast and inexhaustible, but we 
must make a daily pilgrimage to the source of “every good gift” or 
we may forget the Giver and be content with the gift.

LEARNING CONTENTMENT
This petition in our prayer life reminds us that we are to learn “that 
godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). When 
we show discontentment, we need to remind ourselves of the words 
in Exodus 16:8, following more murmuring and complaining by the 
nation of Israel in the wilderness: “You will know that it was the 
Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread 
you want in the morning because he has heard you grumbling 
against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but 
against the Lord.” When we complain at what is set before us, who 
are we grumbling against? And is it not a fearful thing to murmur 
against our Benefactor? Not only so, but should we not pray that the 
God who provides would give us the gift of enjoyment? Ecclesiastes 
is full of practical, day-to-day living. In Ecclesiastes 6:1–2, the writer 
has this interesting insight, “I have seen another evil under the sun, 
and it weighs heavily on men: God gives a man wealth, possession 
and honour, but God does not enable him to enjoy them, and a 
stranger enjoys them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil.” 
Does enjoyment not come when we thank God for what is set before 

us, and we are filled with wonder that the 
One who feeds the birds of the air supplies 
our daily needs?

This means, in part, teaching our chil-
dren how to receive with thanks what has 
been prepared for them. If dad complains 
about some aspect of the meal, we should 
not be surprised if the children follow his 
example. Meal time should not be fight 
time over the food the Lord has graciously 
laid on the table. Children should not be 
exempt from what has been prepared and 
be given special meals by mother. Nor, it 
seems to me, should they be held hostage at 
the table for hours till they eat the last mor-

sel. The solution is a simple one: if the child does not want to eat 
what is before him or her, the food is removed and nothing (that 
means no snacks) is given until the next meal. They will not starve, 
and in time, will become hungry enough to eat what the rest of the 
family is eating. Note Proverbs 27:7, “He who is full loathes honey, 
but to the hungry even what is bitter tastes sweet.” Further, in this 
regard, the blessed practice of eating meals together at least once 
a day should be a regular feature of any Christian home. It ought to 
be a good time of sharing, friendly banter, instruction in the Word 
(family devotions geared for the ages) and bonding.

Of course, this petition assumes that what comes as a gift will 
result in thanks from the grateful receiver. Thus, in a busy and 
crowded restaurant do we bow our heads and give a word of thanks 
to our gracious Father in Heaven? Our Lord took the five loaves 
and two fishes and looking up to heaven gave thanks (Matthew 
14:19)—should we not do the same? Also is there not a place for 
learned prayers in regard to grace as our tendency is to be perfunc-
tory and repetitious? Here is a beautiful prayer by John Cennick: 

 
Be present at our table Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored;
Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
May feast in paradise with thee.

from God. It is a begging petition in that it begins with “give.” It is 
the evidence of our sinfulness that we take undue credit for our 
success and well being. This is clearly self-evident in the life of 
unbelievers who, “boast and brag” when “all such boasting is evil” 
(James 4:16). Paul reminds us of the same thing in his charge 
against the human race: “they neither glorified him as God nor 
gave thanks to him” (Romans 1:21). This petition for daily bread is 
a humbling petition, as it requires us to give the credit to whom 
the credit is due. It also requires us to acknowledge that it is not by 
our strength, or might, but by God’s Spirit that we are kept and 
cared for. “Count your blessings and name them one by one” is not 
just a fine sentiment; it is a duty that grounds us in reality and 
honours our Creator and Provider. Interestingly, one of the char-
ges against the people of Israel in the wilderness was that they 
gave little thanks to God and were often murmuring and com-
plaining about his treatment of them.

The Lord’s Prayer, furthermore, is not simply an individualistic 
prayer beginning with the solitary ego and ending with the solitary 
ego. It uses words like “our” and “us.” When we pray for daily 
bread, we are not simply praying for self—“give me”—but for 
others—“give us.” That is, we pray for the community of believers  
as a whole. The request reminds us that as we have been blessed, 
we are to be a blessing to others. So in Matthew 6:3—“But when 
you give to the needy”—and in Ephesians 4:28—“He who has 
been stealing must steal no longer, but must 
work, doing something useful with his own 
hands, that he may have something to share 
with those in need”—we are reminded that 
the petition in asking for “daily bread” in-
cludes conscious thought of others. From 
my daily bread do I have a crumb to share? 
Do I think only of my own needs or am I 
conscious of the needs of others? How can I 
be a good steward of my wealth? And how 
can I learn to deny myself luxuries and even 
expensive things in order to help those with 
less of this world’s abundance?

Notice, the petition is that each day we 
pray for daily bread! It means we come to 
God on a daily basis in order to make our needs known to him. 
Jesus reminds us, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of 
its own” (Matthew 6:34). Bread is the staff of life. We are to ask for 
what is needed not what we want. We need to show the world that 
our trust is not in governments or in the accumulation of material 
things but in our gracious Lord. We go to him on a daily basis and 
wait on him for his help and aid. That is why it is wrong to buy 
Lotto tickets in hopes of winning the big one. It shows that we are 
not putting our trust in God but in material riches. It also short 
circuits the importance of earning, by honest means, our daily 
bread and taking satisfaction in our labours.

When we pray this petition, we are to keep in mind that our 
bread is to be honest, not dishonest, bread. That means if one is an 
employer, one does not earn exorbitant riches off the backs of one’s 
workers, and if one is an employee, one gives an honest effort for an 
honest day’s pay. The prayer found in Proverbs should likewise be 
our own: “Two things I ask of you, O Lord; do not refuse me before 
I die: Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty 
nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have 
too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may 
become poor and steal, and so dishonour the name of my God” 
(Proverbs 30:7–9). The tragic error introduced into the church by 

Do I think only  
of my own needs  
or am I conscious  

of the needs of 
others? How can I 
be a good steward 

of my wealth?
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We thank thee, Lord, for this our food, 
For life and health and every good;
By thine own hand may we be fed; 
Give us each day our daily bread.

We thank thee, Lord, for this our good, 
But more because of Jesus blood;
Let manna to our souls be giv’n, 
The Bread of Life sent down from heaven.

MANNA FROM HEAVEN
Of course, no exposition of this petition in our Lord’s model prayer 
would be complete without some mention of the sin of gluttony, at 
one time regarded as one of the seven deadly sins—right along 
with lust and envy. It is more and more apparent in our society of 
consumer consumption that food has taken on a god-like status. 
Magazines and television programs take us into the kitchens of the 
world. Competitions are held between chefs and some are even 
superstars. Exotic dishes are presented before our eyes to marvel 
at and to be desired. While a good portion of the world starves, or 
goes to bed hungry, our greatly overweight society pushes the en-
velope in making daily bread a reason for living. As the saying goes, 

“Many live to eat rather than eat to live.” Is there not something 
grotesque about this picture? Certainly a tasty dish can be praised 
and food well prepared and gracefully given is cause for thanks. 
But the elevation of food and our stomachs over the Sustainer of 
all is idolatry. As Paul reminds us in 1 Timothy 6:8, “But if we have 
food and clothing, we will be content with that.” The petition for 
daily bread calls us to reject the trends of our time and resist the 
constant demands to buy and consume as though bread alone can 
satisfy the human yearning, masking the real hunger of the human 
heart—that is, a vital relationship with Jesus Christ.

Finally, this petition reminds us of the true Bread from heaven. 
For, “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). The force of this 
is underlined in John 6. The day before, Jesus had fed the five 
thousand with five barley loaves and two fishes, and as a result, 
the crowds were seeking him out to make him the bread King, a 
modern day chef so to speak. He reminds them that they have 
not seen the significance of the miracle. They look for “barley 
loaves” when they should be asking, “Who is he?” Significantly, 
he tells them, “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that 
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On 
him God the Father has placed his seal of approval” (John 6:27). 
Jesus’ simple petition in the Lord’s prayer reminds us once again 
to refocus our thoughts and energies. Yes, we need daily bread to 
live but not to have true and everlasting life. True satisfaction is 
not found in worldly attainment, wealth and endless consump-
tion of this world’s goods but in the true Bread from heaven, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. To feed on him daily and to enjoy that 
sacred walk with our Lord and Saviour, even if we have but a 
crust of bread, is true and lasting riches that this world, apart 
from Christ, can never know.

Let us live increasingly thankful lives with humble depend-
ency on our Creator God for every blessing that he daily bestows 
upon us. As the hymnwriter, Martin Rinkart, enjoins us to sing 
with him:

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hand and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers’ arms hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
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BY MARK HUDSON // You may not realize it, but 
you make thousands of decisions every day. As an 
example, to get to this line in this column you had 
to decide to pick up the magazine, settle on a page, 
pick out an article, read while sitting, standing or 
lying down, scan or read in detail, put it down or 

throw it out, flip to a page that has pictures on it, keep eating your 
lunch while reading or wait until after dessert (hmmm…a nice 
healthy apple or a big bowl of Chunky Monkey?). Obviously, many 
of these decisions are not necessarily life changing and often re-
quire little thought. On occasion, however, a biggie comes along 
that has serious consequences that may be good or bad for you and 
others; you better be in thinking mode when it comes.

As a teen you have already made decisions on some very signifi-
cant matters; look out, there are more to come! These are issues 
that have a profound impact on your character, your reputation, 
your conscience, your spirituality 
and your health; they all work to 
shape the person you ultimately be-
come. Whether you’re a Christian or 
not you will encounter situations 
that require you to choose between 
lying or telling the truth, cheating 
or playing by the rules, tearing 
someone down or building them up, 
becoming sexually active on some 
level or remaining sexually pure, 
experimenting with any of a host of available drugs or opting to 
stay clear of them. Christians experience the tension between a 
temptation to pursue the former and a desire to embrace the latter.

What makes this all the more challenging is that these situations 
seldom present themselves in a clear-cut dichotomy. That is, the 
issue involving a decision may not clearly fall to one side or the 
other. It may not even be possible to determine precisely where 
the line, which when crossed, moves us from legitimate pleasure 
or pastime into the world of illegitimate sin. Add to this the fact 
that not all lines are the same for everyone and you face an enor-
mous challenge, since, when the dust settles, you are still respon-
sible for your decisions and must live with the consequences. 

So, how are you going to handle the tough ones? Sometimes 
your friends, with no intention to hurt you, will confront you with 
expectations that push you close to or over the line. In just seconds 
you may have to weigh what potential danger or possible conse-
quences your decision might bring to yourself, your family and 
your walk with Christ. It’s not possible, nor is it desirable, to try 
and tell anyone what to decide in every circumstance, but perhaps 
you could consider at least three things that may help you make 
healthy decisions: 1. Ask “Lord, what do you think?” Opening a 
channel to a Father who loves you and knows what’s best for you is 
always a good plan! 2. Is my “Yes” or “No” being dictated by others 
or am I the one deciding? 3. When in doubt, choose the safer 
course. The idea of risk-taking is a topic for a future article, but 
choosing to take only “smart risks” and avoiding “stupid risks” can 
lead to a more secure future physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

Decisions involve choice; Jesus expects you to choose wisely. 

| TEEN beat
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A CASE FOR  
MOVIE-MAKING

BY JEREMY JOHNSTON // “What has Hollywood 
to do with Jerusalem?” Tertullian might ask if he 
were alive today. This is a good question twenty-
first century Christians need to ask. The apostle 
Paul went to Mars Hill, the philosophical and reli-
gious centre of Athens, and he spoke to the people 

gathered there in the manner of the day; he referenced their gods, 
their poetry and their way of thinking. The apostles also spoke in 
marketplaces and at religious centres—the places where people 
gathered. If we are going to continue the missionary work of pro-
claiming the gospel to the culture we live in, we ought to go where 
they are gathering and speak to them in a manner they understand. 
The Word must always be proclaimed, but film can be a means to 
draw people to that Word. This means that gifted and talented 
Christians need to enter the world of movie-making. 

According to the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA), 
over one billion movie tickets were sold in Canada/US during 2009. 
MPAA also reports that 67% of the population of Canada/US are 
movie-goers. Movie theatres are where the people are gathering; 
film is the medium they are listening to and watching. Given the fact 
that our culture is being powerfully shaped by false worldviews 
presented in films, Christians need to provide a counter world-
view, a worldview grounded in the truth of God’s created universe. 

Since film is a very realistic medium, it lends itself very well to 
the Christian gospel message. Christianity is no abstract, pie-in-
the-sky, philosophical religion. It is a real, gritty, dirt-under-the-
finger-nails faith. It impacts the lives of real people living in a real 
world. Film can clearly and powerfully show how the gospel 
transforms people’s lives where they are—in a real, gritty, dirt-
under-the-finger-nails world. Because of this realism, visual 
media can be a scary realm for Christians. It pulls us out of our 
Christian comfort-zone of “stained glass windows” and “polished-
wood pews.” But Christianity speaks to the whole world, to its 
beauty and its ugliness. So Christians need to use the advantage 
God has given them as filmmakers to visually and accurately de-
pict the world as it really is. This includes human suffering, but 
also human value and meaning; the influence of evil is part of our 
world, but so are the power of providence and the role of grace. 
Hollywood rarely portrays the world as it actually is; this is be-
cause Hollywood isn’t interested in beauty, goodness or truth—
it is interested in box office receipts and the bottom line. 

God has blessed many Christians with the gifts, talents and 
technical skills to make good movies. Lately, some very interesting 
Christian-themed and Christian-made movies have appeared—albeit 
briefly—in theatres around the world. Granted, there have also been 
some embarrassing and poorly made films as well. Like all things 
done in the name of Christ, it should be done with excellence. This 
excellence should be seen in both the message and the medium; in 
other words, Christians should not only present a right message, 
but also preserve and perfect the “art” of film-making, which 
includes subtlety, beauty, goodness and truth. Some would argue 
that we should not compete with the world on their turf; but, the 
truth is, it’s not their turf. The entire world is under the lordship of 
Jesus Christ. This world is his turf. If God is calling you to make 
movies in his name, then go and make a great movie. 

 In just seconds you 
may have to weigh 

what potential 
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decision might bring 

to yourself, your 
family and your walk 

with Christ.
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

JOHN MACARTHUR
Servant of the Word and Flock
BY IAIN H. MURRAY
Banner of Truth (2011), 264 pgs
ISBN 978-1848711129

Here is another great biograph-
ical book by Iain Murray. He 
traces John MacArthur’s early 
life and the shaping of his char-
acter as a young man in a most 
insightful way. It becomes evi-
dent that the focus of his long 
ministry has been on studying 
and preaching the truth of the 
Bible. To read of the develop-
ment and growth of the work 
at Grace Community Church 
in Los Angeles is inspiring.  

This is not intended to be a 
full biography but rather an 
introduction to MacArthur the 
person, “whose life is his best 
sermon.” As you read of the 
grace of God in one of his ser-
vants, it will both encourage 
you and challenge you to live 
to the glory of God’s grace. 

—Hilary Bugden

TEMPTED AND TRIED
Temptation and the triumph of Christ
BY RUSSELL D. MOORE
Crossway (2011), 208 pgs
ISBN 978-1433515804

“You are on the verge of wreck-
ing your life. We all are” (59), 
writes Moore. We are all wrest-
ling with demons. How is the 
battle going for you?

I feel undone by this book, 
but definitely not hopeless. 
One thing the author does is 
show, in a very profound way, 
what the temptations Jesus 
faced in the desert really mean 

for his children. His tempta-
tions really were the same as 
you and I face, and he resisted 
to the point of death—so that 
we can truly live. 

Moore writes that we often 
are tempted to see ourselves as 
either special or hopeless (36). 
This thinking provides us with 
many excuses for sin, but it is a 
lie from Satan himself. God says, 

“No temptation has overtaken 
you except what is common to 
mankind” (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
Who will we believe, Satan or 
God’s Word? 

We also are tempted to blame 
our struggles on God. After all, 
he’s God, couldn’t he just make 
them go away? But we forget 
that this struggling against sin 
and the devil is part of God’s 
plan for our lives. While the 
devils tempt us on every front, 
we are being tested: Who will 
we believe, them or God? Will 
we trust God’s provision in 
everything (77)? Will we grum-
ble under the discipline of God 
as he teaches us “to put old ap-
petites to death and to whet 
new ones”? Will we put God on 
trial and expect him to do 

“something more visible in our 
lives” rather than just believing 
his Word (105)? Do we want to 
be on the throne and “in control” 
of our lives, anxiously pursuing 
a “self-directed future” (149)? 

Maybe not in as many words, 
but like Adam and Eve in the 
garden, we want what we want. 
And, for each of us, in every 
area of life, “the pull of the pas-
sions always promises a resolu-

tion” but “unless they find reso-
lution in the way God designed 
the universe by his wisdom, 
they are perpetually unsatisfied” 
(47). This applies to every area 
of our desires. It’s humbling to 
admit that we struggle with so 
many things. We need to re-
cover a sense of who we are 
apart from what we want (72). 
And, apart from the gospel, apart 
from the cross and the resurrec-
tion, we really have no strength 
to fight temptation. But Jesus 
refused to yield to Satan’s 
tempting because he was looking 
out for us—we were cut off 
from the presence of God! He 
knew he must resist so he could 
go and die on a cross to redeem 
sinful people and bring us into 
fellowship with the Father. 

There is a lot of direct and 
helpful counsel in this book. It 
will turn you inside out but also 
point you to an amazing Saviour 
and his trail-blazing resistance 
and ultimate victory over Satan!

—Janice Van Eck

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH
Discovering the meaning and 
purpose of life
BY JOE BOOT
Joshua Press (2011), 248 pgs
ISBN 978-1894400404

This new edition of Searching for 
truth provides a helpful survey 
of “the big story” of the Bible, 
explaining the biblical world-
view and the life and claims of 
Jesus, while looking at questions 
of suffering, truth, morality etc. 
Great for evangelism or person-
al study. Study guide included.

BOTTOM shelf  |
LITTLE HANDS LIFE  
OF JESUS
BY CARINE MACKENZIE
ILLUSTRATED BY RAFAELLA COSCO
Christian Focus (2008), 144 pgs
Read to 2–4 yrs; read myself 5–6 yrs
ISBN 978-1845503390

This little hardcover book takes 
children through Jesus’ life on 
earth via sixty-eight stories or 
vignettes. Designed to be inter-
active, each story is accompan-
ied by an illustration (for which 
there is a “spot this” question 
for children to find something 
in the picture), some verses to 
look up, a question about the 
story and a summary state-
ment. The stories are told sim-
ply in just a few paragraphs 
and at a level that young chil-
dren can grasp. 

WHAT’S IN THE PARCEL?
Helen Roseveare
BY CATHARINE MACKENZIE
ILLUSTRATED BY RITA AMMASSARI
Christian Focus (2008), 24 pgs
Read to 4–5 yrs; read myself 6–7 yrs
ISBN 978-1845503833

This title is part of a series that 
introduces children to different 
missionaries and figures from 
modern church history. Helen 
was a medical doctor working 
in Africa in the past century. 
This true story engages them 
with the African children she 
was working with and shows 
how God honoured a child’s 
prayer in an amazing way. 
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“Christian” movies come into their own.
Courageous opens with a high-energy 

chase that sets the tone for the balance of 
the movie. Bringing high production values, 
a decent script, quality acting and directing, 
along with a soundtrack featuring some of 
today’s top Christian artists/groups, the 
ensuing scenes deliver what the opening 
scenes promise. 

Definitely targetted to a male audience—
four of the main characters in the movie 
are male law enforcement officers, and the 
other is a struggling labourer—there is an 
overarching message to the film: Will men 
stand up in their homes and relationships 
and live courageously for God in the face 
of their fears and weaknesses, making hard 
changes where they need to be made and 
being strong leaders in their homes? 

This film will make you cry (yes, even 
the men!), laugh hysterically and provide 
some things to thoughtfully consider as 
the closing credits rise. There are tragedies 
to be faced, hopes and fears to reconcile, 
past actions to be put right, children to be 
raised and daily work and life to sort out 
for all of us. Courageous shows you that 
God works in everyone’s life at a different 
pace and in different areas: the key is, are 
you listening to God’s prompting and push-
ing of you towards being the kind of man 
he wants you to be? And are you willing to 
make the changes you must to be a godly 
leader in your home? These men’s stories 
will inspire you to do so in God’s strength!

P
H

O
T

O
: 

M
A

R
C

U
S

 L
IN

D
S

T
R

Ö
M

| mixed MEDIA

A look at things audible: 2 cds offering solid worship songs

Aaron Keyes, a worship director 
in Atlanta, GA, says his goal in 
worship is to “restore the Word 
of God to the foundation of cor-
porate worship.” His newly-re-
leased Dwell album reflects that 
passion, as the thirteen songs 
draw heavily from Scripture. 
“Song of Moses” is a very sing-
able worship song with themes 
extracted from Exodus 15. “Every 

Knee Will Bow” is taken from Philippians 2; “Dwell,” the title track, 
is taken from Psalm 91. “I Am Not the Same” draws heavily from 
New Testament Scripture references such as 2 Corinthians 5:17: 
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” Keyes uses a variety of 
musical styles on the CD, and while some of the instrumentation 
may not be a personal favourite, this album does what is so desper-
ately needed in our culture: provides solid, scriptural songs that 
speak to every generation.—Eva Robinson

AARON KEYES
DWELL
Kingsway Music (2011); B004ZLBUVS

Matt Redman’s 10,000 Reasons 
project is a live album with many 
thought-provoking songs. Live 
albums often have that extra 
passion, and this one is no ex-
ception. We are in the process of 
introducing the title track, 
“10,000 Reasons” (“Bless the 
Lord”) at Grace Bible Church, 
Cambridge, and it stands out for 
me as the best song on the album. 

It’s based on Psalm 103 and encourages us to praise his name in 
“whatever lies before me.” “Never Once” is an excellent tribute to 
God’s faithfulness and his being our victory, with lyrics like: “Scars 
and struggles on the way // But with joy our hearts can say // Never 
once // Did we ever walk alone // Carried by Your constant grace // 
Held within Your perfect peace.” This album is packed full of excellent 
songs that will keep you singing long after you’ve listened to it.
—Melissa Adem

MATT REDMAN
10,000 REASONS
Sparrow (2011); B0052EVAHQ

God in the picture: mainstream movie releases present a Christian worldview

SOUL SURFER
The incredible true story of Bethan Hamilton
Released 2011; 106 minutes; available on DVD

This film enters the life of a teen surfer, 
Bethany Hamilton, just before she suffers a 
terrible shark attack while surfing off 
Kauai’s North Shore. Featuring an all-star 
cast, including Helen Hunt, Dennis Quaid 
and singer Carrie Underwood, Soul Surfer 
shows the endurance of faith through very 
tough times and illustrates what God can 
do even through what seems on the surface 
to be a senseless event. Ideal for teen audi-
ences or as a “family night” movie.

COURAGEOUS
Honor begins at home
Sherwood Pictures Ministry Inc.
Released 2011; available on DVD January 17, 2012

There was a lot of hype prior to the release 
of this movie in late September. Showing 
in mainstream theatres and attracting the 
attention of the broad Christian commun-
ity, this film by the creators of Fireproof 
didn’t disappoint. With an energetic and 
believeable storyline, great acting and a 
solid presentation of a Christian worldview 
in action, Courageous has probably made 



FALL 2011 // BARNABAS // 15

P
H

O
T

O
: 

M
A

R
C

U
S

 L
IN

D
S

T
R

Ö
M

LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

God knows all  
our troubles

“O Lord, you know” (Jeremiah 15:15)

This text has been a comfort to many a 
sorrowful or sad child, as well as to 
older persons. Things are not always 
bright with the little ones, and they do 
not always get as much sympathy as 
they want, because their troubles are 
not exactly the same sort as those of 
grown-up people. Has there been 
something of this kind today, dear little 
one? Have you felt troubled and down-
hearted, and you could not explain it to 
anyone, and so no one could comfort 
you because no one understood? Take 
this little pillow to rest your tired and 
troubled little heart upon tonight, “You 
know.” You, Lord Jesus, kind Shepherd 
of the weary or wandering little lambs, 
you know all about it! You heard the 
words that made me so sad; you saw 
what just happened that troubled me; 
you know what I cannot explain, “You 
understand my thoughts”; you have been 
looking down into my heart all the time, 
and there is nothing hid from you! You 
know all the truth about it! And you know 
all that I cannot put into words at all!

Is it not a comfort already, just to know 
that he knows? And is it not enough that 
he knows? Why, you know that he can 
do everything; so, surely, he can make 
things come right for you (really right, 
not perhaps what you think would be 
the nicest or the best). And you know 
that he cares (that is, goes on caring) for 
you; so, if he knows about your trouble, 
he cares about it too. And he not only 
cares, but loves, so that he would not 
have let this trouble touch his dear child—
when he knew about it all the time—if he 
didn’t think it would be a little messen-
ger to call you to him to be comforted, 
and to show you that he is your best 
Friend, and to teach you the sweetness 
of saying, “O Lord, you know.” 
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BIBLE FOCUS

Friendship and faithfulness
David and Jonathan, King Saul’s son, had a very strong friendship. They cared deeply for 
one another and their friendship helps to model for us the kind of qualities our close 
friendships should have. Turn in your Bible to 1 Samuel 20 and read the entire chapter.

1. In verse 9, what does Jonathan tell David?

2. What are some reasons that you might be afraid to tell your friend about something that 
might be harmful to them? Are there things you fear in these situations?

3. How does Jonathan defend David in front of his father, King Saul?

4. The end of chapter reveals the depth of friendship that David and Jonathan had. Explain.
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DID YOU KNOW?
� �  In John 15, Jesus says, “I have called you friends…You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit…whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you.” It is amazing to think that Jesus should speak of us in such a way!



CRA Registration #864940291RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

www.careyoutreach.org · www.careyuniversity.org

Training spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nations
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Caring for the orphans, widows,     
     and the sick
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Partner with us as we seek to be the loving hands and feet of Christ, reaching out through Sovereign Grace churches 
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