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CRA Registration #864940291RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

www.careyoutreach.org · www.careyuniversity.org

Training spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nations

PARTNER WITH US as we train pastors and spiritual leaders
CUBA ⋅ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ⋅ PERU ⋅ EGYPT ⋅ MADAGASCAR ⋅ NEPAL  

INDIA ⋅ OUTER MONGOLIA ⋅ PHILIPPINES ⋅ FAR EAST

Visit our website for more information

Glory Grace InternatIonal MInIstrIes

JaMes 1:27 “relIgIon that Is pure and undefIled before 
god and the father Is thIs: to vIsIt orphans and  
wIdows In theIr afflIctIon…”

Caring for the orphans, widows,     
     and the sick

CRA Registration #849829619RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

Partner with us as we seek to be the loving hands and feet of 
Christ, reaching out through Sovereign Grace churches in India:

· nurturing orphans
· caring for widows
· serving children at feeding centres
· providing community medical care 

Visit our new website to find out more 
about how you can help…

www.glorygrace.org
IndIa: ProPosed orPhanage buIldIng 
(3-year project; land has been purchased)



C
O

V
E

R
 P

H
O

T
O

: 
B

R
IA

N
 M

C
C

L
IS

T
E

R
; 

T
H

IS
 P

A
G

E
, 

A
N

Y
K

A

FEATURES

 7 A divine impossibility
 The cup of God’s wrath could not pass by Jesus 

 BY ROGER FELLOWS 

 8 Being cross-centred
 The comfort of the cross when we are hurt by Christians

 BY JULIAN FREEMAN 

14 Serving in South Africa
 Three churches help with Reformation Explosion week

COLUMNS

4 Editorial
 Welcoming sinners

11 Teen beat
 Honour and respect

11 The arts
 Gifted with purpose

12 Rewind
 D.A. McGregor—Part 1

DEPARTMENTS

5 News & events
 Davy sendoff; Carey 

2011; GBC Cambridge 
update; SGF pastors  
teaching overseas; 
newsbytes

12 Mixed media
 An Easter album 

13 Off the shelf
 Books worth reading 

15 The kids page
 Devotional, Bible 

reading, word search

inside

 BARNABAS
vol. 3 ◊ no. 2 
spring 2011

ISSN  1918-9826
© 2011 BARNABAS. The contents may not  
be reproduced, either in whole or in part, 
without written permission of the publisher. 

Printed in Canada by Britannia Printers.

MANAGING EDITOR & ART DIRECTOR Janice Van Eck
EDITOR-AT-LARGE David Robinson
SGF COORDINATOR Mark Hudson
CONTRIBUTORS Ian Hugh Clary, Roger Fellows, 
Julian Freeman, Michael Haykin, Jeremy 
Johnston, Scott McKenzie, Aimee Perry, 
Janice Romyn, Glenn Tomlinson,  
Jonathan Wellum
PROOFREADING Karen van Zanden

TO SUBSCRIBE… Canadian/US/Foreign $15/yr. 
Make cheques payable to “SGF Canada” 
and send with name and mailing address to:  
SGF (Barnabas subscription), 48 Glamis Crt, 
Hamilton, ON L9C 6B3 Canada. Bulk/church 
subscriptions: 10 copies per issue, $75/year.
BARNABAS is the quarterly magazine of 
the Sovereign Grace Fellowship of Canada.
www.sgfcanada.com

FSC 
LOGO



4 // BARNABAS // SPRING 2011

P
H

O
T

O
: 

JA
N

IC
E

 V
A

N
 E

C
K

In our era of political correctness, perhaps one of the 
most surprising and refreshing elements of Jesus’ 
ministry as he walked on earth was his ability to handle 
confrontation head-on. The rich young ruler comes 
asking a profound question, and Jesus narrows in: 

“Why do you ask me about what is good?...There is only 
One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the 

commandments” (Matthew 19:17–18). Straight to the point. Or, 
how about the cleansing of the temple, a few chapters later? “My 
house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it a den 
of robbers” (Matthew 21:13). Then to his own disciple, one who 
was commended earlier for his understanding of Christ’s person, 
he says, “Get behind me, Satan!” (Mark 8:33). Crushing! 

However, we can’t overlook the fact that, in all Christ’s honesty 
and clarity in the challenging issues, he remains an appealing 
character. Sinners feel welcome in the presence of a holy God. 
The prostitute knows her sin, knows the rejection of so many, 
and yet revels in Christ’s forgiveness. I love the contrast in Luke’s 
Gospel between the Pharisees and Christ: “Now the tax collect-

ors and ‘sinners’ were all gathering 
around to hear him. But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law muttered, ‘This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them’” (Luke 
15:1–2). Imagine! Welcoming 

sinners! Eating with them?! The Pharisees’ cold, judgemental 
demeanor is so understandable to our human hearts, and yet 
Christ displays such love, tenderness and compassion without 
compromising his holiness.

Perhaps this is the one area in which we feel most threatened in 
our culture. Welcoming sinners, challenging them, presenting 
the gospel, all the while remaining true to so many “unpopular” 
teachings of Scripture. How do I answer all the questions about 
social justice? What about hell? Sin? In a pluralistic society, 
how can I assert the absolute truth of Christianity? How do I 
speak with truth, clarity and honesty—and yet remain winsome 
and welcoming? 

A New York Times bestseller (surprisingly!) manages to do just 
that. Timothy Keller has written The Reason for God: Belief in an 
Age of Skepticism [reviewed in Barnabas (Winter 2011), 13], which 
tackles many of the questions on the hearts of unbelievers today. 
Suffering. Hell. Science and Christianity. Exclusivism. Believers 
need encouragement to understand the issues, stand firm, and 
live a contagious Christianity—and this book is a wonderful tool 
to help in that regard. We have the opportunity to take the very 
words of God and engage the world with them. This book challenges 
us to an intelligent, deep faith that is able to confront the skeptic 
and, with God’s gracious help, lead them to faith in the very 
God they doubt.

Barnabas also seeks to equip believers to engage culture, not 
only with truth and holiness, but with mercy and love. In a dark 
world, how are believers encouraged with a subtle (and not so 
subtle) peace and joy? We trust that as you grow in your walk 
with the Lord, enjoying the encouragement from the local 
church bodies, learning to live for God as teenagers or adults, 
looking at art and culture from a Christian perspective, you will 
not only be truthful but “attractive” in mercy.  

David Robinson
Editor-at-large

| EDITORIAL

How do I speak with 
truth, clarity and 
honesty—and yet 
remain winsome and 
welcoming?

Featuring…Daily programs for children and teens 
with nursery available during morning and evening 
sessions • Fellowship • Sports and games

www.careyconference.net
FOR DETAILS & ONLINE REGISTRATION…

MornInG SeSSIonS

ePHeSIanS: GoD@worK 
Various SGF Pastors

Held at Braeside Pentecostal Camp,  
110 East River Road, Paris, ON N3L 3E1

aUGUSt 20–26, 2011

A Christian camp experience  
for the whole family!

JoUrneyInG 
towarDS 
HoMe 
Guest speaker  

GLENDON THOMPSON

eVenInG SeSSIonS
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news & EVENTS |

APRIL 16, 2011
CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR
Speaker: Dr. Michael Haykin
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Cost: $10/person
Taking a grand sweep of 
church history, Dr. Haykin 
outlines the main charac-
ters, issues and themes.
Sovereign Grace Community 
Church, Sarnia, ON
sovereigngracesarnia.com

APRIL 22, 24, 2011
GOOD FRIDAY AND  
EASTER SUNDAY
Speaker: Dr. David Murray
Trinity Baptist Church, 
Burlington, ON
www.trinity-baptist-
church.com

APRIL 29, 2011
TBS GRADUATION
Grad banquet: 5:30 p.m. 
(tickets required)
Graduation: 8 p.m.
Speaker: Paul Appéré
Join in celebrating with the 
class of 2011!
Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

MAY 7, 2011
INSPIRING WOMEN  
CONFERENCE
Topic: Ruth
A day-away women’s 
conference featuring 
drama, music and an 
inductive study of Ruth.
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 
Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

MAY 12, 2011
INSIGHT FOR LIFE SEMINAR
Speaker: Jonathan Wellum
Theme: Investing wisely in 
a debt-crazed world
Time: 7:30 – 9 p.m. at the
Burlington Central Library
Hosted by Trinity Baptist 

Church, Burlington, ON
www.trinity-baptist-
church.com

MAY 13–14, 2011
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Susan Seiler
Plan to take in this annual 
SGF women’s retreat held 
at Redeemer University 
College, Ancaster, ON.
For more info & cost, see:
www.sgfcanada.com

MAY 27–29, 2011
SGF YOUTH RETREAT
Speaker: Peter Mahaffey
Cost: $95/person. *You 
must register by May 13.
Plan to take in this annual 
youth retreat held at: 
Braeside Camp, Paris, ON
j.ainkster@gmail.com

JUNE 2–4, 2011
FYFE STUDY CENTRE COURSE
Course: The dangerous 
world of cults
Professor: Tony Costa
For registration details, see
sovereigngracesarnia.
com/fyfe

JULY 16, 2011
SGF BEACH VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENT
Location: Port Burwell 
Provincial Park, ON
Cost: $5/person
Starting at 10 a.m. 
Join with other YPs/YAs 
and enjoy a great day of 
sports, fellowship and sun.
j.ainkster@gmail.com

AUGUST 20–26, 2011 
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Dr. Glendon 
Thompson (Jarvis St BC)
Theme: Journeying 
towards home
Reserve your holidays!
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

ORGANIZING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH, Cambridge, ON, hosted its first com-
missioning service on Sunday, March 6, 2011. The church was 
full of friends and family of Haniel and Michelle Davy and 
members of Grimsby Bible Church (another SGF supporting 
church), as well as the national and regional directors of TEAM 
Canada. It was a joyful evening as the Davys were formally 
recognized and set aside by the church for service. David 
Robinson gave a charge from Isaiah 12:1–6, and the elders, 
leaders and pastors present laid hands on them and prayed 
for the Davys and their service ahead. A small GBC choir pre-
pared a special song for the occasion, “Go now in peace.”

This evening was one of the final steps of a long process of 
preparation and discipling, training and planning, which has 
spanned almost five years. Haniel, Michelle and their young 
daughter Iva have now left for Antalya, Turkey. Initially they 
will be working alongside others at the St. Paul Cultural 
Center as they do Turkish language training and settle into 
their new home.—JPV

CELEBRATING A 
COMMISSIONING 
SERVICE FOR 
THE DAVYS

SGF NEWS

FINAL STEP: Michelle and Haniel Davy are prayed for by pastors, 
elders and leaders; (below) GBC choir sings, “Go now in peace.”
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This Spring/Summer, various SGF pastors are 
involved in teaching trips with Carey Outreach 
Ministries. Pray for safety and fruitfulness as these 
men train pastors and leaders to serve Christ.

May 13–29 • Rev. David Robinson (Grace Bible 
Church, Cambridge, ON) will be going to the Far East 
to teach Pastoral Epistles and Biblical Counselling. 
May • Dr. Bob Penhearow (Grace Trinity Community 
Church, Guelph, ON) will be going to the Far East to 
teach Biblical Theology I and Systematics Overview.   
May 19 – June 4 • Rev. Carl Muller (Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON) will be going to the Philippines 
to teach Homiletics II.
August • Mike Ghiz (serving in Lebanon) will be going 
to Egypt to teach Old Testament Survey I and 
Systematics Overview.

 TEACHING    
     OVERSEAS

NEWSBYTES
+ Grace Trinity Community Church, Guelph, ON
GTCC is searching for a suitable morning venue for their 
Sunday worship service. www.gracetrinitycc.org

+ Grace Baptist Church, Ottawa, ON
GBC’s new building continues to be an attraction with 
several people visiting from local communities and 
some deciding to stay and make Grace Baptist their 
home church. They have enjoyed visits from various SGF 
pastors in the past few months. The church has also 
been able to help serve at Jericho Road, a downtown 
Ottawa mission, which they found a real blessing. 

+ Glory Grace International Ministries
See what the Lord is doing through this ministry. Check 
out their new website: www.glorygrace.org

+ Roland and Susan Seiler
In early April, the Seilers returned to Ontario. They are 
on furlough from serving with Wycliffe in Mozambique.

CAREY 2011
THE SGF’S ANNUAL FAMILY BIBLE 
CAMP IS GEARING UP
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN to “the Carey”? For over thirty years, 
the SGF has organized an annual family camp in late August 
for member churches and friends. The past few years, Trinity 
Baptist Church, Burlington, ON, has taken on the role of host 
and oversees the planning and organization of the conference. 

This year the Carey will once again take place at Braeside 
Camp just outside Paris, ON, from August 20–26, 2011. The 
evening speaker will be Pastor Glendon Thompson from Jar-
vis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, ON, and his theme will be 
“Journeying towards home.” There are morning sessions each 
weekday for ages 4 to adult, with nursery care also available. 
Various SGF pastors will take the adult morning sessions and 
speak from Ephesians on “The triune God at work.”

The camp accommodations include a motel, cottage rent-
als, trailer hookups and tent camping. There is a dining hall 
with very reasonable meal plan options, a swimming pool, ten-
nis courts, baseball diamond, and fields for soccer and other 
sports. Biking is permitted on the grounds and there is an ex-
tensive network of roads and paths throughout the camp.

The Carey is a great venue to meet or get to know people 
better—both from your own church and from other SGF 
churches. Over the years, God has used the Carey to forge 
many lifelong friendships and the quality of the teaching is 
usually superb. There are fire pits and opportunities for in-
formal times of fellowship, as well as organized sports and 
golf outings. For families or singles, the Carey has a lot to offer, 
and whether you come for just one evening or stay the whole 
week, you are sure to be blessed!

To register online, or to find out more about the 2011 Carey 
Conference, go to www.careyconference.net. “See you at the 
Carey!”—JPV

| news & EVENTS

JOHN McDONALD has joined Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, 
ON, as assistant to the pastor as of November 2010. With the 
growth of the church (80 new members in the past three years), 

it was decided by the membership that 
Pastor David Robinson needed someone 
working alongside him to share the load. 
John has spent the past few years working 
on his MTS at Toronto Baptist Seminary 
and his new role includes administration, 
pastoral training, visitation, mentorship 
and preaching. The church has already 
been blessed by John’s presence—his 

gentle spirit, organizational skills and overflowing love for the 
Lord have been a welcome addition.

As Grace Bible Church has grown so quickly over the past 
few years (membership is 156 with morning attendance at 
245), it was decided at the February membership meeting 
that the church should be looking to plant a church later this 
year. By God’s grace they were able to pay off the final bal-
ance on their mortgage in March, after just five years in their 
new building, and so they are also financially able to help with 
establishing a new church. The church is praying for God’s 
direction and actively pursuing this process, trusting that God 
will make his will and plan known as they look forward. 

In February, GBC also began hosting a free community din-
ner one Wednesday a month. With volunteers preparing, set-
ting up and serving, they were delighted when over 45 people 
came out to the first meal! Many of the guests at the first two 
dinners had never been inside GBC, and this opportunity to 
meet and serve some of the needs in the community has 
been such a blessing to the church. A clothing closet was also 
set up on these evenings and many took advantage of that as 
well. GBC is praising God for his goodness!—Janice Van Eck

GBC CAMBRIDGE UPDATE: 
GROWING & REACHING OUT

http://www.careyconference.net
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I s anything impossible for God? 
“Of course not,” would be the 
Christian’s immediate response. 

“Well then,” says the skeptic, 
“can God make a rock too big for 
him to lift?” They think they 
have backed the Christian into a 

corner. If God can make a rock too big for 
him to lift, then that is something he cannot 
do—lift it. On the other hand if he cannot 
make such a rock, then that too is some-
thing he cannot do. But questions like that 
fail to understand one very important 
point: God cannot act contrary to his na-
ture. He cannot deny himself. He is truth; 
therefore, he cannot lie. In fact, it is impos-
sible for God to sin. We might add, he will 
not satisfy the idle curiosity of skeptics.

In Matthew 26:36–46, we have a glori-
ous impossibility. Jesus asks that if possible 
the cup might pass from him; but immedi-
ately adds, “not as I will but as you will.” 
Despite the initial prayer, there is the rec-
ognition that it is impossible for the cup to 
pass. We need to ask two preliminary ques-
tions. First, what was the cup? A number 
of passages are helpful. To save space we 
will just quote one: “God remembered 
Babylon the Great and gave her the cup 
filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath” 
(Revelation 16:19; see also John 18:11; 
Isaiah 51:17). This is exactly what Jesus 
faced—the fury of God’s wrath against sin.

The second preliminary question is, why 
did Jesus shrink from this? It might seem 
for a moment that Jesus was unwilling to 
go through with what he had come to earth  
to do. Think for a moment what Jesus was 
facing: the fury of God’s wrath. Could he 
face that lightly? Some people joke about 
hell saying that if they go there they will 
have lots of friends, and they will stoke the 
fires together. But the wrath of God was no 
laughing matter for Jesus. It would be 
strange if he could face that casually. I trust 
that hell is no laughing matter to you! 
Then think what he was to bear: the pen-
alty for all of our sins in his spotless body. 
He was to be made sin. For one who had 
never known sin, how awful that would be!

Let’s ask then, why was it impossible for 
the cup to pass from him?

1. Because it was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world. 
John speaks of the “Lamb that was slain 

from the creation of the 
world” (Revelation 13:8). 
Of course Jesus did not 
die before the creation of 
the world, but his death 
was in the purposes of 
God from eternity. When 
wicked men conspired to-
gether and killed the Son 
of God, they were only 
fulfilling what was deter-
mined from eternity (see 
Acts 4:27–28). If even a 
sparrow doesn’t fall to the 
ground apart from the 
will of God (Matthew 
10:29), then certainly the 
greatest event in history 
didn’t happen without his 
will. If Christ had not 
drunk that cup, then the 
purposes of God would 
have been frustrated. 
When Jesus left heaven he 
said, “I have come to do your will, O God” 
(Hebrews 10:7). It was not God’s will for 
the cup to pass, so Jesus had to drink it.

2. It was also impossible for the cup to 
pass because love demanded it. 
Jesus did not go through with his sufferings 
simply because he had to. He said, “I desire 
(or delight) to do your will” (Psalm 40:8). 
He came out of love to his Father. Nothing 
gave him greater pleasure than doing the 
will of God. As a boy he said to his parents, 

“Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house (or, about my Father’s business)” 
(Luke 2:49). As a man he said, “My food is 
to do the will of him who sent me and to 
finish his work” (John 4:34). That love 
made it impossible for him to shrink from 
that cup.

But he also had great love for his people: 
“As the father has loved me, so have I loved 
you” (John 15:9). Those given to him by the 
Father (John 17:2) were the objects of his 
unwavering love.

3. There could be no salvation without 
drinking the cup. 
If Jesus had not gone through with his suf-
ferings: if he had called upon the angels to 
deliver him (Matthew 26:53), there could 
be no legitimate complaint. But, under-
stand this, without the cross there could be 

no salvation. We would all be damned. 
There was no alternative. We may be sure 
that if there was any other way of salvation 
apart from the death of his Son, God would 
have found it. On a human level, we know 
that in war people die for the freedom of 
others—but that is only physically. There is 
no way that the souls of others can be ran-
somed by another—“No man can redeem 
the life of another or give to God a ransom 
for him—the ransom of a life is costly, no 
payment is ever enough” (Psalm 49:7). We 
are all sinners and the wages of sin is death 
(Romans 6:23). We must pay for our own 
sins or else look to Someone who had no 
sin of his own to die in our place. 

If anyone was to know God’s salvation 
then it had to be through the death of 
Christ. The holiness of God demanded it: 
sinners cannot come before a holy God. 
The justice of God demanded it: sin must 
be punished. But the wisdom and love of 
God provided a way whereby sin would be 
punished in Christ. He bore God’s wrath 
that we might know God’s smile. He was 
forsaken by God that we might be recon-
ciled to him. He was cursed that we might 
be blessed.

How we should thank God that the cup 
did not pass, but that Jesus drank it to its 
bitter dregs. Because he did, we are richly 
blessed with salvation. Are you?  

The cup of God’s wrath could not pass by Jesus. BY ROGER FELLOWS

A DIVINE IMPOSSIBILITY
SPOTLIGHT
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Saying that the world we live 
in is prone to fads is like 
saying that the Toronto 
Maple Leafs lose a lot. It’s a 
given. And the evangelical 
world is certainly no differ-
ent. If you have been in 

evangelical circles over the past couple of 
years you’ve probably heard phrases like 

“cross-centred” or “gospel-centred.” Wheth-
er or not the terminology is just a fad, I pray 
that the underlying concept will be some-
thing that takes root and lasts. 

If you’re like many evangelicals, you 
probably think the idea of being cross-cen-
tred sounds great, but you’re not quite sure 
what it means or how you’re supposed to 
apply it. Back in January, Christian author 
and blogger Tim Challies (www.challies.
com) asked the question, “What does it 
mean to be gospel-centred?” His answer 
was very helpful:

Living a gospel-centered life is really 
simply living in such a way that this 
gospel is central. Thus when any kind 
of a situation arises we can say, “How 
does the gospel apply to this situa-
tion?” When I am dealing with a par-
ticular sin or temptation I can ask, 

“How can I apply the gospel to this 
sin?” When I am confused about par-
enting, how I am to raise my children, 
I can ask, “What does the gospel tell 
me about my task in parenting?” The 
primary reality of the Christian life is 

COVER STORY

WHEN CHRISTIANS HURT CHRISTIANS
How to apply cross-centred comfort to a real-life situation. By Julian Freeman

Christian has sinned against me and hurt 
me deeply. How can I seek to be cross-
centred in the middle of all that I’m feel-
ing? How does the truth that Christ died 
for my sins and was raised impact my 
thoughts and responses when I’ve been 
hurt by another believer? 

THE PROBLEM: CHRISTIANS 
HURTING CHRISTIANS
We must first state that this is a legitimate 
and genuine problem. Christians hurt 
Christians. Badly. Often. And we need to 
know how to respond. If the gospel, the 
message of the cross, can’t relate here then 
we’ve missed something huge.

There is a profound sense in which the 
saddest of all evils are those which are com-
mitted by Christians against Christians. 
Why sad? Because regardless of who is 
guilty of sinning in this situation, Christ 
had to pay the just penalty for the sin. And 
so, at first blush, even justice seems sad. 
I’m not like King David, who was clearly in 
the right and could rejoice at God’s future 
justice on his enemies. In almost all Chris-
tian-Christian conflict, neither party can 
claim 100% innocence of action and mo-
tive before the God who searches hearts. 
And even if I am completely innocent, jus-
tice (in the case of another Christian) just 
leads to the suffering of my Saviour who 
bore their sins. And that makes me sad.

So in my heart, what I quickly find is 
that when I’m in the midst of conflict I 
don’t want the blood of Christ to cover 

this one: Christ died for our sins and 
was raised. Thus everything else flows 
out of that gospel and every question 
is answered in reference to it.

So, being gospel-centred means conscious-
ly thinking about the gospel: the good news 
of what the Father has accomplished for us 
through Jesus and applied to us by his 
Holy Spirit. It means that the message 
that Christ died for our sins and was raised 
(1 Corinthians 15:3–5) is more than a door-
way to the Christian life—it is the founda-
tion, the frame, the structure, and the walls 
of the house in which the Christian lives. 

The message of the cross is not a mes-
sage that is once believed—for salvation—
and then abandoned, any more than water 
is something we need to drink once to 
never be thirsty again. Just as all living be-
ings must continually return to food for 
strength, so the Christian must continual-
ly return to the gospel in every situation of 
life. And just as there are different meals 
appropriate for different times of day, so 
there are different aspects of the message 
of the gospel applicable to different situa-
tions in our lives.

To speak of being cross-centred in theor-
etical categories is a little helpful. Perhaps 
more helpful would be giving a living, 
breathing example. What I hope to do in 
the remainder of this article is to model 
something of what it means to be practically 
cross-centred in a specific situation.

Here is our hypothetical scenario: a fellow 
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He perfectly endured shameful back-stab-
bing and betrayal that was far worse than I 
could ever know in this life. Disciple after 
disciple, and friend after friend abandoned 
him in his most pressing moment of need.  
Where I fall short and am tempted to de-
spair, he endured. He is worthy of my faith 
because he endured where I cannot. He is 
worthy of having my hope placed in him 
because he knows; he can identify; he is a 
faithful High Priest who will continue to 
love me, show patience to me and pray for 
me as I struggle through this situation.

5. I’M NOT JESUS. 
In my rejection and suffering, I must recog-
nize that while the temptation is some-
times to lash out in anger, at other times 
the temptation is to think that I’m going 
through what Jesus went through. I can 
sometimes think of myself as a “martyr,” 
just like Jesus, when others sin against me. 
But I need to remember that what I’m go-
ing through is nothing like what Jesus went 
through. There are similarities from which 
I can draw comfort, but I must be aware of 
temptation to self-pity and the glorification 
of hardship and suffering. There is a strange 
temptation that offers fake joy and self-
righteousness in melancholy. In our 
suffering we have not yet resisted sin to the 
point of shedding blood. Jesus has. Our 
suffering is nothing compared to his—and 
when he suffered, he neither lashed out nor 
pitied himself, but persevered for the true 
joy that was before him.

on my behalf (and on the behalf of the of-
fending brother or sister) and also bring 
these circumstances into my life, at just 
this moment in time, in just this way, so 
that he might further conform me to the 
image of his Son. I don’t understand that, 
but if it pleased God, who loves me, then 
there is comfort in it for me.

3. IT MIGHT GIVE ME INSIGHT 
INTO THE FATHER’S HEART. 
There is a sense in which the Father is satis-
fied with the dispensing of his righteous 
wrath. There is another sense in which he 
absolutely delights to display the wonders 
of his mercy. The cross is the perfect solu-
tion—bringing free grace to me through 
the outpouring of his wrath on his Son. 
And yet there is another sense in which it 
was profoundly sad for the Father. While he 
delighted to accomplish his purposes, there 
is another sense in which the crushing of 
his own Son—the pure and innocent One—
must have grieved him. In my situation, I 
can rejoice in showing mercy even though 
the circumstances that brought about the 
need for reconciliation—and even the pro-
cess of reconciliation itself—may bring 
grief. Maybe now, through this grievous, 
yet joyous, experience of offence and recon-
ciliation, I can identify a little more with 
the heart of my Father.

4. JESUS IDENTIFIES. 
Jesus, my elder Brother, has gone before 
me. He perfectly endured unjust suffering. 

their sins, but I want some kind of retribu-
tion. I want the person who has offended 
me to see and own up to their offence and 
to bear (at least in some measure) some 
consequence for it. And with that, even if I 
was innocent in the initial conflict, I have 
become the unmerciful servant of Mat-
thew 18. So what is the answer? How can I 
genuinely find comfort in knowing that 
I’ve been sinned against, hurt, distanced 
from those I love, and that Christ is the one 
who must suffer as a result? What follows 
is how one’s thought process might go.

HOW DOES THE CROSS GIVE 
COMFORT IN THIS SITUATION?
As I think about the cross, there are many 
ways I can find comfort. Here are a few.

1. MY DEBT IS PAID.
For every time I have been sinned against 
as a Christian, I’m sure there are at least a 
dozen occasions when I’ve sinned against 
another Christian. My debt is greater than 
that owed me by the offender in this case, 
and yet my debt has been forgiven. Foun-
dational to all my thoughts, attitudes and 
words, as I deal with someone else’s of-
fence against me, must be remembering 
that I am a forgiven offender.

2. IT PLEASED GOD. 
I don’t understand the dispensations of 
providence. Sometimes I think I don’t even 
want to. But yet, here is comfort: somehow, 
it has pleased my Lord both to crush Christ 

WHEN CHRISTIANS HURT CHRISTIANS
How to apply cross-centred comfort to a real-life situation. By Julian Freeman
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complish justice in a way that is greater 
than I ever could if I were in control. This 
conflict may not play out as I think it should, 
but that’s a good thing. God is more just 
than I am…whatever he does.

10. SO I MIGHT SERVE
The church—and indeed, the whole 
world—is full of people who have been 
hurt. Why should I think for a moment 
that I would be able to minister to a world 
of people who are hurting without ever 
having gone through hurt myself? Christ 
endured what we must endure so that he 
might faithfully minister to us. Christ took 
on death before us, that he might bring us 
through it. Am I better than Christ? I only 
pray that somehow God will use the cir-
cumstances of my suffering to enable and 
equip me to serve others who are hurting.

CONCLUSION
For the Christian, the cross is the place of 
forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with 
God. It is the place where we are justified 
and made right with God. But that right 
standing with God is the foundation of so 
much more: it is the place of refuge in any 
and every situation in life. We must learn 
to be intentional in interpreting all of life 
through the cross. Are you being faithful to 
remember the cross in your circum-
stances? Are you being changed by it? 

Julian Freeman is pastor of Grace Fellowship 
Church East Toronto, ON.

8. I CAN LEARN PATIENCE. 
For thousands of years God endured the 
sins of men and women. For thousands of 
years he held a longingly outstretched 
hand to sinners who hated him. Humans 
the world over rejected him, denied him, 
told lies about him, believed wrong things 
about him, and at times, flat-out ignored 
him. Yet he loved. He was willing to for-
give. One might rightly ask, “But how 
could this be just?” He waited; he endured. 
He was patient for generation after genera-
tion, knowing that the cross would accom-
plish all his just purposes. I must learn to 
trust the cross in the same way. I must 
have patience when offended, trusting in 
the reconciling power of the cross, lovingly, 
longingly, and quickly seeking reconcilia-
tion, but knowing that my timetable for 
justice and reconciliation may not be God’s. 

9. GOD IS MORE JUST THAN I AM. 
My sense of justice, together with the affec-
tions of my heart, are skewed and perverted. 
What I think justice looks like and what I 
think justice feels like are not necessarily 
representative of true justice at all. But here, 
in the cross, where God becomes the justi-
fier of the unjust while proving himself 
completely just, I see that his justice is 
greater than anything I could imagine. In 
what looks like injustice—the righteous 
dying while the guilty go free—God vindi-
cates himself as ultimately just. His ways 
are not mine; his thoughts are not mine. 
There is comfort in knowing that he will ac-

6. I RECEIVE BETTER THAN I 
DESERVE. 
Carl F.H. Henry is quoted as asking, “How 
can anyone be arrogant when he stands 
beside the cross?” When I stand beside 
the cross, I see my sin and I see its end. I 
see what I deserve at the hand of God. I 
see that I deserve to have not only people, 
but even God himself turn his back on me. 
I deserve wounds and mocking, betrayal 
and abuse, scorn and shameful exposure. 
What I’ve tasted in the hurts caused by my 
friends are only the slightest hint of the 
beginnings of what I deserve—not from 
men, but from God—for my sin. What I 
deserve is to have the Father turn his 
back; I should be the one crying out, for-
saken by God. When I think of the cross, 
even the hurt I’ve received in this life is 
better than I deserve.

7. IT’S NOT MY IDENTITY. 
My worth and my value are not tied up in 
what others think of me. Paul was glad to 
be called a fool for the sake of the cross. He 
understood that his identity was not bound 
up with how others perceived him or treat-
ed him. If I am trusting in the cross-work of 
Jesus, then my identity, my sense of worth, 
my feelings of being loved, my joy, and my 
hope are all tied up in this reality: in the 
cross God has loved me and because of the 
cross he has welcomed me and called me 
his child. That truth matters infinitely 
more than what someone else thinks of me 
or how someone else treats me.
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| the ARTS

GIFTED FOR SUCH 
A TIME AS THIS

BY JEREMY JOHNSTON // Esther was an outsider 
who sought to live faithfully in a culture that was 
hostile toward her and her God. During her time, 
the people of God were a displaced nation, dis-
persed throughout the Persian Empire. In our own 

“post-Christian” culture, it often feels like we are a 
displaced people group. Perhaps no one feels this more than the 
Christian who is gifted by God to be an artist. Christian artists—
whether they are working on an overtly Christian project or not—
will always present a Christian worldview in their work, a world-
view that is unpalatable in our culture. Perhaps more disheartening 
for artists is the fact that the medium in which they work is often 
misunderstood by fellow Christians. Francis Schaeffer writes, “As 
evangelical Christians, we have tended to relegate art to the very 
fringe of life.” On the fringe is not how the Bible speaks about art; in 
Exodus 31, being an artist is viewed as a calling! 

God called Esther to use her gifts and her position to accomplish 
his plan and purpose. God’s call on the artist is no different. Chris-
tian artists, whether they are painters, writers, musicians, graphic 
designers, sculptors, architects, film-makers, etc, need to ask this 
question: “How does God want me to use the gifts he has given to 
me?” Esther’s example can help us answer this question.

Who we are—our gifts and talents included—is no accident. 
God made Esther unique in appearance and character for a purpose, 
his purpose. Like Esther, artists are “fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalm 139:13–16) in order to use their gifts both inside and 
outside the church for the glory of God. But where and when we 
live is also no accident. Esther was made queen not only because 
of who she was and how she was made, but because God had 
engineered the circumstances and orchestrated the details of her 
life. Mordecai, Esther’s cousin, tells her, “Who knows whether you 
have not attained royalty for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14). 
Likewise, God has placed Christian artists in a media rich, visual 
culture for such a time as this; they are uniquely equipped to serve 
the kingdom of God here and now. With the proliferation of images, 
music, writing and videos on the internet and via other technologies, 
there is an incredible need for Christians to use media creatively 
to impact our present culture. This is done through the testimony 
of both their lives and the body of their work. Vocational and 
amateur Christian artists in Christian and non-Christian venues, 
ought to be “salt and light” in the theatres, art galleries, studios, 
newsrooms and other centres of art and culture where they pro-
duce their art. God created artists to be used by him for his king-
dom...to preserve, flavour and impact the world through their art 
and creativity.

In the world of the arts, there are many distractions and tempta-
tions. How are Christian artists supposed to navigate within this 
challenging environment? Esther, in an equally dangerous environ-
ment ripe with temptations, asks Mordecai and all the Jews to “fast 
for me.” She goes on to say, “I and my maidens also will fast in the 
same way” (Esther 4:16). Esther is waiting on the Lord; she is 
seeking his guidance and strength. Christian artists ought to do 
the same when faced with questions about how God can use their 
artistic talents: pray and ask others to pray. God will guide and 
empower each of us for such a time as this. 

BY MARK HUDSON // Since 2007, a certain 
stretch of Highway 401 in southern Ontario has 
been named the “Highway of Heroes.” Whenever a 
Canadian soldier is killed in Afghanistan (155 to 
this point), his or her body is flown to the military 
air base in Trenton, then transported by a police 

motorcade to Toronto, and turned over to waiting family members. 
On the overpasses along the route, where Canadian flags are prom-
inently displayed, citizens of all ages and backgrounds, including 
local police and firefighters, stand silently as the convoy passes. It is 
a display of honour for those who have been killed in defense of 
freedom in another part of the world. If you have never seen pic-
tures of this remarkable display of respect there are numerous 
examples online (www.youtube.com/watch?v=MB98cgBjOtk). 
We are struck by Jesus’ words on ultimate love when he said, 
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends” (John 15:13, esv). 
Though we see this fulfilled in its 
greatest sense in Jesus dying on the 
cross for the sins of his people, we 
still feel it deeply when we see such 
sacrifice on a human level. We hon-
our and respect these people because 
of what they have done. 

It often seems easier to respect 
those who, in our opinion, have 

“earned it.” We become the ultimate 
judge of an individual’s worth, and 
our respect is greater or less, de-
pending on that judgement. We may respect a person who has 
proven himself in the heat of battle, but not one who has a lot to say 
but little to show for it. Are there people, however, who deserve 
our respect even when we don’t feel they have earned it? In the 
case of governing bodies, Paul tells the Romans, “Pay to all what is 
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honour to 
whom honour is owed” (Romans 13:7, esv). There are individuals 
and social structures put into place by God for our good, and, with 
all their faults, we are to respect them. It doesn’t mean we can 
never criticize poor decisions, but even that needs to be done in a 
way that shows Christian love and honour.

Paul reminds the Ephesians of one of the Ten Commandments 
when he says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right. Honour your father and your mother…” (Ephesians 6:1–2, 
esv). Aren’t we tempted to think this only applies when they have 
passed the “honour” test in our eyes? Parents are given a huge re-
sponsibility by God to raise their children in a way that honours 
him. It is not an easy task, and parents often fall short in many areas. 
Nonetheless, at God’s command, they are deserving of respect and 
young Christians should ask God for the ability to show them hon-
our with a cheerful heart. This requires grace, and that only comes 
from God. The indwelling Holy Spirit is the fountain from which 
this grace flows. By showing a godly respect to those around us, 
especially those in positions of authority, may the Lord be seen in 
us, and may he receive glory and honour and respect as a result. 

| TEEN beat

HONOUR AND 
RESPECT

Though we see this 
fulfilled in its great-

est sense in Jesus 
dying on the cross…

we still feel it deeply 
when we see such 

sacrifice on a human 
level. We honour 

and respect these 
people because of 

what they have done. 
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| rewind

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN // The Scottish Baptists 
played a key role in the development of Baptist 
witness in Ontario. We have already seen this in the 
life of R.A. Fyfe. Another important Baptist whose 
roots went back to Scottish Baptist witness was 
Daniel Arthur McGregor (1847–1890). McGregor was 

born in the Ottawa Valley to Scottish emigrants Alexander and 
Clementine McGregor, who were converted in Canada during the 
long-remembered revival in the Ottawa Valley in the mid-1830s. 
Daniel was the younger of twins and the fifth child of the family. 
He grew up in a rural environment 
where he had virtually no opportun-
ities for formal schooling after the 
age of twelve.

Led to Christ in June 1867 by his 
eldest brother, Malcolm, he joined 
the Osgoode Church, which had been 
pastored by Daniel McPhail (1811–
1874), the “Elijah of the Ottawa Valley.” 
The Osgoode work was a remarkable church, known far and wide 
for its piety and knowledge of the Scriptures. Of the families in the 
church it was said that “every dinner table was a theological class” 
with the Bible “the arbiter of the daily discussion.” As McGregor’s 
contemporary E.W. Dadson put it: “There was no escaping God and 
the Bible in that community.” It is no surprise that McGregor “was 
familiar with deep theological questions from his early youth.”

Ministry in Stratford
Three years after McGregor’s conversion, with the recommendation 
of his home church in Osgoode, he left for the Canadian Literary 
Institute in Woodstock. In all, McGregor studied there for eight 
years and graduated in 1878. Over the next two years, he pastored 
Baptist churches in Whitby and Brooklin, while studying for his B.A. 
at the University of Toronto. He obtained this degree in 1881, the same 
year that he moved to Stratford to pastor the Baptist work there. 

In Stratford, he won the hearts of the congregation with “the 
magnetism of a life surcharged with the spirit of Jesus Christ,” an 

“intense earnestness, [and] profound reasoning,” as well as a deep 
reliance upon “the living truth of God.” After his death there was 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on early canadian baptists

D.A. McGREGOR: SEEING THE TRUTH & FEELING ITS BEAUTY
found among his papers four sermons and eight plans of sermons 
on one of the central themes of Scripture, the truth contained in 
Revelation 5:12: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.”

By means of this Christ-centred ministry, God made him a winner 
of souls. During the five-and-a-half years of his ministry at Stratford, 
121 persons were received into the church by baptism. Churches 
offering him a bigger salary repeatedly approached him. But he 
turned a deaf ear to these offers, for he did not believe his work at 
Stratford was finished. In June of 1886, though, Toronto Baptist 
College offered the professorship in homiletics to him. Recognizing 
God’s call, he resigned the pastorate and moved to Toronto. 

Teaching at Toronto Baptist College
Although homiletics was not the field he would have chosen if he 
had had a choice, he cheerfully undertook the work. In 1888 he 
took on teaching apologetics, and that same year he was requested 
to take the department of systematic theology. During this whole 
time of teaching, he preached almost as much as if he had been a 
pastor. Though warned against subjecting himself to such severe 
and constant strain, he neglected to heed those who warned him. 
Every lecture that he delivered cost him many hours of close 
study and application. He was convinced that he should never go 
before his students with anything but the most careful prepara-
tion. A former student thus recollected his teaching—and what a 
recollection this is: 

He not only thought out the…doctrines upon which he lec-
tured, but he felt their power, and falling tears often evinced 
his emotion while he spoke of some particular aspect of the 
truth. This made us all feel that we had before us not only a 
theological professor but also a Christian man whose life was 
swayed by the great principles about which he spoke. I find it 
hard to estimate the value of such a view of Christian doctrines. 
He must be a brilliant botanist who can not only give to his 
students a strictly accurate knowledge of flowers, but can also 
inspire in them an enthusiastic admiration for their aesthetic 
beauty. This was what Professor McGregor succeeded in doing. 
He not only made us see the truth, but he made us feel its 
power and perceive its beauty. 

| mixed MEDIA

A look at things audible: a new album for Easter
SOVEREIGN GRACE MUSIC
RISEN
Sovereign Grace Ministries (2011)

Just in time for Easter, Sovereign Grace Music has 
released 13 new tracks on their latest album, Risen. 
These are great songs to readjust your focus as you 
think about the power and wonder of the cross 
and Jesus’ resurrection. “You are our hope” and 

“Behold our God” are suitable for corporate worship, 

as are some others. We are indebted to Sovereign 
Grace Ministries for the way they have spurred 
artists, writers and composers to provide new 
hymns and songs for the church these past few 
years. There is much here to encourage believers 
to look forward to the day when they too will 
rise—in the presence of Christ!—JPV

“He not only  
thought out the…
doctrines upon 
which he lectured, 
but he felt their 
power, and falling 
tears often evinced  
his emotion…” 

Are you enjoying a new cd? Share it in Barnabas. 
Send an email to: janicevaneck@rogers.com.
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

SEXUAL DETOX
A guide for guys who are sick of porn 
BY TIM CHALLIES
Cruciform Press (2010), 108 pgs
ISBN 978-1453807286

Pornography is a lingering virus 
in our age and, for the Chris-
tian man, a constant battle-
ground. To think that any man 
has not been bombarded with 
these temptations regularly, 
even daily, is ludicrous. Thank-
fully, God has given Tim Chall-
ies discernment in walking 
men, young and old, through 
the issues of masturbation, porn 
and sex. Each chapter has  
questions that will bring your 
heart out for surgery before 
God. This kind of book needs 
to be read and shared! It is the 
first book that I can recommend 
to friends with confidence that it 
provides the biblical view for 
living sexually pure before the 
Lord Jesus. Read Cruciform 
Press’ debut book for strength 
over man’s paramount struggle. 

—Scott D. McKenzie

JONATHAN EDWARDS
Lover of God 
BY OWEN STRACHAN AND 
DOUGLAS SWEENEY
Moody (2010), 160 pgs
ISBN 978-0802424570

There has been a revival of in-
terest in Jonathan Edwards 
among evangelicals, so much 
so that his portrait has made it 
onto t-shirts. Yet, it is hard to 
know how much of this can be 
chalked up to trendiness rather 
than a genuine appreciation for 

“America’s greatest theologian.” 

While most books on Edwards 
tend to the technical, few 
introductions to his thought 
are popularly accessible. Thus, 
the five-part Essential Edwards 
Collection is a welcome arrival. 
Their purpose is to offer a 
broad exposition of key areas 
in Edwards’ theology, written 
at a managable level and style; 
a target they succeed in hitting. 
This first volume, the bio-
graphical lead-in to the series, 
is concise, theological and 
practical. Readers will benefit 
from the life-application of 
Edwards and from the authors’ 
willingness to help us learn 
from Edwards’ mistakes.

—Ian Hugh Clary

A DAY’S MARCH NEARER 
HOME
Autobiography of J. Graham Miller
EDITED BY IAIN H. MURRAY
Banner of Truth (2010), 352 pgs
ISBN 978-1848710641

This inspiring autobiography, 
written for his family, introdu-
ces the reader to Graham and 
Flora Miller, who were united 
in their desire to serve Jesus 
Christ. As a young couple from 
New Zealand, the Millers en-
gaged in mission work in Vanu-
atu from 1941; Flora ministered 
as a nurse and Graham worked, 
as a pastor, toward indigeniza-
tion of the church. With his 
legal training Dr. Miller was 
instrumental in drawing up the 
Constitution of Vanuatu. On 
Graham’s death in 2008 the 
Miller family received a letter 
from the President of Vanuatu, 

expressing indebtedness to both 
Graham and Flora for “their 
sacrifice of love as disciples” 
and a national day of mourning 
was proclaimed. With persever-
ance and unwavering commit-
ment to the infallibility of 
Scripture, Miller laboured as a 
minister, a seminary principal, 
an author and a conference 
speaker in Australia and abroad, 
a gracious gentleman to the 
end.—Janice Romyn

GENEROUS JUSTICE
How God’s grace makes us just
BY TIMOTHY KELLER 
Dutton (2010), 229 pgs
ISBN 978-0525951902

In this book, pastor and best-
selling author Timothy Keller, 
methodically and thoughtfully 
outlines contemporary ques-
tions and discussions around 
social justice. Keller offers bal-
anced responses that demon-
strate the Bible is still, and al-
ways will be God’s living and 
best guide to how we should 
understand issues of injustice 
and how we can practice justice 
with our brothers and neigh-
bours. More importantly, Keller 
describes God’s grace toward 
us, and encourages the reader 
to live in light of the gracious 
justice he has experienced from 
the Lord, through Jesus Christ. 
Chapters include a definition 
of justice; its place in the Old 
Testament, followed by Jesus’ 
teaching about justice; justice 
and your neighbour; how we 
practice justice; justice in the 
public square; and justice as a 

crown jewel alongside peace 
and beauty. I would recommend 
this book to those already giv-
ing thought or action to social 
justice and those who feel they 
could use a nudge to love others 
as God loves.—Aimee Perry

SCANDALOUS
The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus
BY D.A. CARSON
Crossway (2010), 173 pgs
ISBN 978-1433511257

Scandalous is based on a series 
of sermons Dr. Carson preached 
at Mars Hill Church in Seattle 
on five texts about the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. As 
Carson points out, “Nothing is 
more central to the Bible than 
Jesus’ death and resurrection…
the entire Bible pivots on one 
weekend in Jerusalem about 
two thousand years ago.” 

Each passage is carefully 
exposited. “Do you believe? Or 
do you find yourself among the 
millions who begin to glimpse 
what the cross is about and 
dismiss the entire account as 
scandalous?” asks Carson. “A 
living-and-dying-and-living God? 
A God who stands over against 
us in wrath and who loves us 
anyway? A cross where punish-
ment is meted out by God and 
borne by God? Scandalous!”

The cross and resurrection of 
Jesus is scandalous. It destroys 
our pride and self-sufficiency. 
But it is at the cross that we 
find our only hope. This book 
will warm your heart and in-
crease your love for God and 
his Christ.—Jonathan Wellum
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A team consisting of eight members—Jim Clemens Sr., 
Cathy Clemens, Les Clemens Jr., Melissa Clemens, 
Brad Lott, Glenn Tomlinson, Sonja Tomlinson, Steve 
West  —and representing three churches—Madoc 
Baptist Church (Madoc, ON), Reformed Baptist 

Church (Lewisburg, PA), Sovereign Grace Community Church 
(Sarnia, ON)—had the privilege of ministering in the town-
ships surrounding Cape Town, South Africa, from February 22 to 
March 11, 2011.

The team “set up camp” at Wellwood Lodge in Fish Hoek on the 
Indian Ocean and were graciously hosted by Don and Rachel Say-
ers of Emmanuel International SA. For the first few days, Don 
helped the team get acclimatized to their new surroundings, show-
ing them the various sights of this richly diverse country.

The ministry primarily surrounded a “Reformation Explosion” 
week, organized by Don Sayers in tandem with the All of Grace 
Reformed Baptist Mission, which is comprised of the following 
elders from the Gugulethu and Khayelitsha Baptist churches: 
Khulula Gontsana, Mphumezi Hombana, Otto Makalima and 
Ziba Mbense.

Here’s what that week looked like at a glance:

February 25 · Mind Reformation Conference: the men preached 
on some of the great Reformation doctrines.
February 27 – March 4 · School of Theology: we lectured on 
Old Testament Theology, Pastoral Theology, Systematic 
Theology and Hermeneutics.
March 5 · Family Reformation Conference: the men preached 
on the subjects of biblical leadership, marriage and child 
rearing, while the women ministered to the children.

During the course of the week Melissa Clemens and Brad Lott 
also had the opportunity to participate in some hands-on ministry, 
putting the finishing touches on an orphan safe house in the town-
ship of Masiphumelele. Preaching opportunities were also had by 
the men on two successive Sundays and on a few of the week-
nights. All in all it was a very busy week!

During the final week, the team, along with the leadership of 
the All of Grace Mission and their families, spent a couple of days 
relaxing, debriefing and praying about the future, at a beautiful 
lodge in the Cederberg mountain range, 160 km north of Cape 
Town. We really had the sense that the Spirit had accomplished 
something wonderful and groundbreaking through us during our 
time together, and we look forward to what the Lord may yet do 
through us, as we partner together with our brothers and sisters in 
South Africa, to entrench the glorious doctrines of his sovereign, 
saving grace in this needy part of his vineyard. P
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Satisfied
“Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give him will never 
be thirsty again” (John 4:13–14)

When you have a treat or a pleasure, do 
you not begin to wish for another? 
When you look over your toys or your 
books (whichever you happen to care 
most for), have you not said, “If only I 
had this or that?” And even some fa-
voured little ones who hardly know 
what to wish for because they seem to 
have everything, do not have enough 
to make them quite happy; they want 
something, without even knowing what 
they want. Is not this something like 
feeling thirsty?

And when you get the very thing you 
most wanted, it does not make much 
difference, for you soon want some-
thing else; you are “thirsty” again.

The Lord Jesus knows all about this, 
so he said, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him 
will never be thirsty again.” First, you 
see you are quite sure to “thirst again.” 
It is no use expecting to find anything 
earthly to satisfy you. Secondly, Jesus 
has something to give you which will 
make you quite satisfied and glad. 
Thirdly, as long as you go on drinking 
this, you will always be satisfied and 
glad. Fourthly, you cannot get it from 
anyone or anything else. Jesus gives it, 
and Jesus only. Fifthly, it must be meant 
for you, because he says, “whosoever,” 
and that means “anyone who wants it!” 
And he says, “Come, everyone who 
thirsts, come to the waters” (Isaiah 
55:1). And, “If anyone thirsts, let him 
come to me and drink” (John 7:37). 
And, “To the thirsty I will give from the 
spring of the water of life without pay-
ment” (Revelation 21:6).

Will you not say to Jesus, like the 
woman at the well, “Give me this water, 
so that I will not be thirsty” (John 4:15)? 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

Three fearless & faithful men
BY JANICE VAN ECK // Open your Bible and read Daniel 3:8–30. This event takes place 
long before the time of Jesus, in Babylon, a country ruled by a king named Nebuchadnezzar. 

1. What are some words you could use to describe King Nebuchadnezzar?

2. Describe the kind of men Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were.

3. What did the king and his men see in the hot furnace?

4. When the men came out of the furnace, what was amazing about their hair and clothes?

5. What does this story teach you about God’s power?

Word search
Abednego
Babylon
bodies
bound
burning
Chaldeans
command
decree
fire
furnace
gold
hair
image
Meshach
music
order
rescue
satraps
Shadrach
singed
smell
worship

DID YOU KNOW?
� �  Babylon is an ancient city located near present-day Al Hillah, Babil, iraq. It was one of 
the wonders of the ancient world and the site of the famous Hanging Gardens.

O G E N D E B A W R D E

F C X H C L P O Z E E F

Y I H C M B G R M R G J

T S N A R O W D C E N O

O U O R L B T E O S I W

C M N D E D D R M C S S

R L O A S R E J M U M V

F K L H P E M A A E E Q

U D Y S P W I M N W L H

R N B N C I V D D S L C

N U A K M B H X O Y R A

A O B A E T C S C B I H

C B G R E S P A R T A S

E E I L B W O E F O H E

S F B U R N I N G B W M



P
H

O
T

O
: 

N
E

W
 T

K
H

E
R

IO
U

S


