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2012 new releases from Joshua Press

Joshua Press titles are available from…
CANADA • Sola Scriptura Ministries International • 1-800-563-3529 • www.sola-scriptura.ca
USA • Cumberland Valley Bible Book Service • 1-800-656-0231 • www.cvbbs.com 
Discover more Joshua Press books online at www.joshuapress.com

Hitler and the 
Nazi Darwinian 
worldview
How the Nazi eugenic 
crusade for a superior race 
caused the greatest 
Holocaust in world history

Author Jerry BergmaN 
takes a fresh look at Germany’s 
most influential Nazi leaders, 
examining their backgrounds, 
education and convictions. He 
provides compelling evidence 
that the rising influence of 
Darwinism, eugenics and race 
theory in early twentieth-
century society set the 
foundation for the Nazi pursuit 
of engineering a German 
“master race”—and extermi-
nating European Jews, 
Gypsies, Blacks, most Slavs 
and the Christian religion in 
the ensuing madness of the 
Holocaust of World War II. 

The effect of social Darwinism, 
eugenics and anti-Semitism, 
and their relative acceptance 
in the scientific and medical 
communities of Germany and 
many other countries world-
wide, opened the door to mass 
murder, medical experimenta-
tion and military conquest. 
This title examines the roots of 
Nazi ideology and unmasks the 
Darwinian “survival of the 
fittest” theory behind it.

ISBN 978-1-894400-49-7 
(paperback); 372 pages
Retail $26.99. Also available  
in eBook format.

The Christian Mentor 
Volume 2

The reformers 
and Puritans  
as spiritual  
mentors: “Hope 
is kindled”
Historian mIcHael HaykIN 
examines the lives of such 
Reformers as William Tyndale, 
Thomas Cranmer and John 
Calvin to see how their display 
of the light of the gospel in 
their day provides us with a 
“usable past”—models of 
Christian conviction and living 
who can speak into our lives 
today. As a reminder that at 
the heart of the Reformation 
was a confessional Christianity, 
an essay on two Reformation 
confessions is also included.

The Puritan figures who are 
studied are Richard Greenham, 
Oliver Cromwell, John Owen, 
Richard Baxter and his wife 
Margaret, and John Bunyan. 
In addition, a study of the 
translation of the King James 
Bible (KJB) reminds us that the 
Puritans were Word-saturated 
men and women—may we be 
as well.

ISBN 978-1-894400-39-8
(paperback); 196 pages
Retail $19.99. Also available  
in eBook format.

The faces  
of origins
A historical survey of the 
underlying assumptions 
from the early church to 
the twenty-first century

Contemporary scientists,  
such as Richard Dawkins,  
have loudly proclaimed that 
evolutionism is an undeniable 
fact. They seem oblivious to 
the historical reality that the 
naturalistic underlying 
assumptions of evolutionism 
mirror the supernatural ones 
of creationism. In The faces  
of origins, DavID HerBerT 
demonstrates the historical 
interdependence of these two 
opposing religious systems in 
posing answers to the question 
of the origin of the universe 
and human life.

“This is not another book 
presenting evidence in 
favour of creationism as 
opposed to evolutionism. 
Rather, the author is 
showing the philosophical 
presupposition that 
existed behind Western 
worldviews throughout 
history, with a focus on 
the question of origins…
this is a much-needed 
historical perspective on 
an ongoing debate.”
—Rev. Andrew Macleod

ISBN 978-1-894400-45-9 
(paperback); 164 pages
Retail $19.99. Also available  
in eBook format.

Classics of  
Reformed Spirituality

Joy unspeakable 
and full of glory: 
The piety of 
Samuel and  
Sarah Pearce
Samuel Pearce, a young 
eighteenth-century English 
pastor, was pastor of Cannon 
Street Baptist Church in 
Birmingham, England, during 
the tumultuous 1790s, and  
a close friend of pioneer 
missionary William Carey, 
Pearce played a key role in the 
early days of the Baptist 
Missionary Society. In the 
providence of God he died at 
just thirty-three, but in the eyes 
of many of his contemporaries, 
he seemed to have condensed 
a lifetime of holy and joyful 
ministry into a single decade. 

His marriage to Sarah Hopkins 
was one of deep love and 
mutual respect, and she joined 
him in his passion for the 
salvation of sinners—both at 
home and abroad. Through 
excerpts from Samuel and 
Sarah’s letters and writings, 
and a biographical introduc-
tion by mIcHael HaykIN,  
we are given a window into 
their rich spiritual life and 
living piety.

ISBN 978-1-894400-48-0 
(paperback); 248 pages
Retail $21.99.
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| EDITORIAL

 The phrase, “You steady my heart,” from a recent 
release by Kari Jobe (see CD review on page 14) 
has been running through my head a lot lately. 
Besides being musically catchy, the words 
themselves have settled into my mind and soul 
as they speak to a deeper truth of the way God 
works in my heart.

I don’t know about you, but my heart can be pretty unsteady—
and I’m not just speaking about my emotions either; sometimes, 
it seems that my whole being gets unsettled and shaky. Whether 
that is because of the battles being fought within or those from 
without, whether it is inaccurate views of God finding a place in 
my mind, doubts, frustrations or just plain weariness in my walk, 
I need God to restore my heart and soul, to steady me in his love 
and his truth.

The Bible is replete with references to the heart, most often 
referring to the centre of a person’s being and including their 
passions, emotions and thoughts, the essence of who they are. 
The Psalms perhaps make the most frequent references to the 
heart, but even in books like Deuteronomy we read, “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength” (6:5). Proverbs speaks often of the heart. For 
example, in chapter 23 we read, “My son, if your heart is wise, 
then my heart will be glad; my inmost being will rejoice when 
your lips speak what is right. Do not let your heart envy sinners, 
but always be zealous for the fear of the Lord.… My son, give me 
your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways” (16–17,26).

The sheer volume of attention that God’s Word places on the 
state of the heart shows that the day-to-day condition of the 
believer’s heart matters to God—and it will be a battleground. 
The life of the psalmist himself testifies to that reality, and yet, as 
we are, he was a “work-in-progress,” and when we read God’s 
interpretation of his life in the New Testament, he is called a 
man after God’s own heart! What grace!

A lot of focus has been put on the heart in recent years with 
both books and conference speakers calling believers out of 
hollow orthodoxy to a life of deeper passion and zeal, being more 

“on fire” for God and his service. My heart has certainly needed 
those calls to action. But I’ve also appreciated just meditating on 
the fact that I need God to “steady my heart” and give me a 
consistent, warm, resolute and confident heart that is able to rest 
in the simple (though infinitely profound) truths of who my God 
is, what he has done in Christ, what he is doing and what he will 
one day do—whatever the circumstances of my life may be on a 
particular day. The wonderful thing is, while we are called to find 
rest in God alone, it is he who indwells his people and comforts 
us in the depths of our hearts and steadies us in his love. I pray 
this will be your experience today.

Janice Van Eck
Editor

We welcome your feedback and letters. 
Please send to janicevaneck@rogers.com



FALL 2012 // BARNABAS // 5

P
H

O
T

O
: 

N
E

W
 T

K
 H

E
R

IO
U

S

P
H

O
T

O
: 

J
O

E
L

 R
E

Y
N

O
L

D
S

WHEN REV. EARL BLACKBURN of Shreveport, Louisianna, 
USA, rose to speak at Trinity Baptist Church, Burlington, ON, 
on Saturday, October 13, 2012, after a delightful meal, it was 
to mark a very special anniversary for the church—forty years 
of God’s faithfulness! Pastor Blackburn had been present fif-
teen years before as the anniversary speaker for their twenty-
fifth anniversary, and it was a special delight that he was able 
to return and share in another milestone with the believers in 
Burlington. On Saturday evening he spoke about faith, from 
Hebrews 11:32–40, highlighting the giants of faith, the grace 
of faith, the greatness of faith, the grindings of faith, enduring 
faith and the glories of faith. He encouraged the hearers that 
the same faith that justifies, also sustains, and the same faith 
that can be seen in us today in attempting to do the impos-
sible (share and live the gospel) brings great glory to God, the 
One who does as he promised and will keep his people to the 
end. The evening also featured some special music, singing 
praises to God and warm fellowship with past and present 
members of the church. Pastor Blackburn also took the servi-
ces on Sunday, including the adult Sunday School class where 
he shared his experiences with cancer over 
the past few years and God’s grace in his life.

In addition to special services to remember 
God’s goodness, especially after a year of 
great challenges for the church, Trinity was 
able to publish a small book written by Dr. 
Michael A.G. Haykin, outlining the history of 
the church, from its founding by Bill Payne in 
1972 to the present ministry of Carl Muller. We rejoice with 
Trinity on God’s kindness to them over so many years and 
pray for his richest blessings in the years to come!—JPV

SGF NEWS

TRINITY’S 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY

news & EVENTS |

NOVEMBER 16–17, 2012 
SGF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Join other SGF pastors and 
members for fellowship 
and encouragement as we 
look to the year ahead!
Held at Grace Bible Church, 
Cambridge, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

DECEMBER 1, 2012
SGF FALL YOUTH DAY
Speaker: Glenn Tomlinson
Time: 12:30–7 p.m.
Come enjoy two sessions 
of worship and Bible study, 
fellowship and games with 
youth from other churches!
Held at: Grace Bible 
Church, Cambridge, ON
wayne.julie.vdm@gmail.com

DECEMBER 10, 2012 
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Practical issues 
related to baptism
Speaker: John Bodner
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

JANUARY 14, 2013
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Abraham’s shadow: 
the significance of Abra-
ham in the Bible
Speaker: David Ens
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

FEBRUARY 11, 2013
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: J.C. Ryle
Speaker: Roger Fellows
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

FEBRUARY 16, 2013
FYFE STUDY CENTRE 
SEMINAR
Speaker: Tony Costa
Theme: The reliability of 
Scripture
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cost: $30/person
Held at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church, Sarnia
sovereigngracesarnia.com

MARCH 4, 2013
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Sexual purity
Speaker: Carl Muller
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

APRIL 8, 2013
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Burial or cremation?
Speaker: Bob Penhearow
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

MAY 3–4, 2013 
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Pia Thompson
Theme: Self-control
Plan to attend the annual 
SGF ladies’ get-together.
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON
For more details:
www.sgfcanada.com

AUGUST 17–23, 2013
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Conrad Mbewe 
from Lusaka, Zambia
A great opportunity for 
ministry, fellowship, sports 
& programs for all ages. 
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Stay tuned.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

SGF DAY OF PRAYER
WE HAD OVER 30 people from 9 different SGF churches 
attend the prayer morning on September 22, 2012, at Trinity 
Baptist Church, Burlington, ON. Our prayer focus was in three 
main areas: our pastors and leaders, missions and ministries, 
church related issues. There was a good time of sharing and, 
by breaking into smaller groups, there was an opportunity to 
unite our hearts before the throne of grace in a loving and 
intimate manner. Being made aware of one another’s needs in 
a face-to-face manner is a great blessing and helps personal-
ize our prayer life. Most were able to stay afterward for further 
fellowship and discussion over lunch before heading home to 
our various communities. The Lord was with us in a wonderful 
way, and we praise him for drawing us together for this time 
of corporate prayer.—Mark Hudson

ANNIVERSARY MILESTONE: The members of Trinity 
Baptist Church, Burlington, ON, gather for a church 
family photo on Sunday, October 14, 2012.
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+ South Africa bound
Pastor Glenn Tomlinson (Sovereign Grace Community 
Church, Sarnia, ON) and his wife, Sonja, will once again 
be heading to South Africa, February 22–27, 2013. They 
will be ministering alongside Les Clemens Jr. and Steve 
West at the Grace Reformed Baptist Mission, Family 
Conference and School of Theology in Cape Town, RSA. 
Please pray for this team as they share in ministry 
opportunities and fellowship.

Also South Africa bound this September, were Roland 
and Susan Seiler, missionaries with Wycliffe Mozambique. 
They are now going to be living in Johannesburg and 
continue their work from that base. Pray for them as 
they settle into a new home and church, etc. It was great 
to enjoy fellowship with them this summer as they 
visited various SGF churches and spent some time with 
the SGF family at the Carey Conference in August.

+ Grace Bible Church celebrates 20 years
Sunday, September 30, 2012, marked the twentieth 
anniversary of Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON.  
A special day of thanksgiving to God was held with time 
in God’s Word, special music, reflecting on the history of 
the church, hearing testimonies of God’s work in 
people’s lives and sharing a meal together. It was a day 
punctuated with a great sense of the Lord’s presence 
and goodness. www.gbccambridge.com

+ Ordination service in Scarborough
Paul McDonald (who pastors alongside Julian Freeman 
at Grace Fellowship Church, Scarborough, ON) was 
ordained this September. Pastor Paul Martin (Grace 
Fellowship Church, Toronto, ON) preached the ordination 
sermon entitled, “The call of pastoral suffering.” As they 
now have a plurality of elders in the Scarborough work, 
they have officially become a self-autonomous church. 
We praise God for his continued provisions for GFC!

+ GBC church plant: Redeemer Bible Church
The inaugural meeting of Redeemer Bible Church, a 
church plant of Grace Bible Church, was held on 
October 14, 2012. The new work is meeting on Sunday 
afternoons at 3 p.m. in the Evangelical Missionary 
Church of Canada building at 214 Highland Road East, 
Kitchener, ON. Please pray for those members who 
have left GBC to help start this new work and that God 
would bring many new faces out from the community 
to hear the good news of the gospel of Christ. At the 
moment, David Robinson and some of the men at GBC 
are preaching, and the church is praying and looking to 
see how God will provide a pastor for this new work. 
Interested in attending? Visit www.rbckitchener.com

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

This Fall/Winter, various SGF pastors are involved  
in overseas teaching trips with Carey Outreach 
Ministries. Please remember them in prayer as they 
train pastors and build up leaders in these countries.

Oct • Rev. Perry Edwards (Sovereign Grace  
Baptist Church, Oromocto, NB) was teaching in the 
Philippines.   
Oct/Nov • Gang Wang & Dr. Bob Penhearow (Grace 
Trinity Community Church, Guelph, ON) are teaching 
in the Far East. 
Nov • Dr. Bob Penhearow will be teaching in India.   
Jan/Feb • Dr. Bob Penhearow will be teaching in the 
Philippines, India and Beirut and visiting the UK. 

TEACHING 
ABROAD

CAREY REPORT
THE ANNUAL Canadian Carey Family Conference was held 
August 18–24, 2012, at Braeside Pentecostal Camp in Paris. 
Almost 400 registrants, representing more than forty church-
es, enjoyed a week of edifying preaching and rich fellowship 
as they renewed friendships and participated in the confer-
ence activities. 

The main speaker, Stephen Rees, of Stockport UK, preached 
from Paul’s epistle to the Philippians. The church in Philippi 
was dealing with ambitious members looking out for their 
own interests and not living in humility, unity and love. Paul 
pointed them toward the Lord Jesus Christ, who humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death on the 
cross. Other men, most of whom are pastors in SGF churches, 
preached an instructive series entitled Life in the Spirit, cover-
ing the Holy Spirit’s work in Christ’s life, in the Christian be-
liever and in revival. Audio recordings of all messages are 
available on the Carey website at www.careyconference.net. 
The children’s programs that ran each weekday morning were 
appreciated by more than 150 children and teens. This year, 
for the first time, a class for ages 2–3 years was available. 

In addition to the customary Carey afternoon sporting ac-
tivities, the introduction of two new events provided addi-
tional recreation options this year. A number of adventurous 
Carey attendees took part and enjoyed rafting the Grand 
River and biking the rail trail together. Multiple campfire gath-
erings provided ample opportunities for post-service fellow-
ship in the evenings. On the final evening, Pastor Rees made 
his rounds and after experiencing the diverse culinary offer-
ings from the Carey campers, declared the Tent City roasted 
giant marshmallow stuffed with Lindor chocolate, Nutella and 
Rollo concoction to be the very best. 

Plans for the 2013 Carey are already well underway. Details 
will be published on the Carey website as they become avail-
able.—Harry Droogendyk

Ed. note: Thanks to all the ladies who sewed Bible bags for the 
Mwani people. Roland and Susan Seiler were able to collect 
those at Carey, and they have now made their way to Africa!

| news & EVENTS



FALL 2012 // BARNABAS // 7

P
H

O
T

O
: 

L
U

X
O

R
P

H
O

T
O

H ow do we pray? We 
give a lot of thought 
to the content of our 
prayers, but much 
less to the manner 
of our prayers. In 
terms of questions, 

“What do we pray for?” is usually more im-
portant than, “How do we pray?” We know 
that there are conditions for our prayers to 
be answered, such as faith, praying accord-
ing to God’s will and praying with a pure 
heart. These are very important, but there 
are other considerations. How persistent 
are we in our prayers? How earnest? How 
determined are we to get an answer? 

A good starting point is the parable of 
the persistent widow in Luke 18:1–8. The 
woman comes to a judge asking for justice. 
He is neither godly nor compassionate and 
refuses to heed her request. However, she 
won’t give up and keeps pestering him. 
Eventually through his desire to be rid of 
her, he gives her what she wants. The point 
of the parable is that if an ungodly, un-
caring judge gives in to the widow’s plea, 
how much more will a loving heavenly 
Father give us what we ask for if we are 
persistent. In other words, we need to 
keep bothering God and not give up when 
our prayers are not immediately answered, 
but to keep on praying—day and night 
(verse 7). A similar thought is found in 
Isaiah 62:6–7. We are to give ourselves no 
rest—and give God no rest—until he an-
swers our prayers. 

We are prone to give up so easily when we 
don’t see answers from God. We may pray 
earnestly at first but, in time, our zeal wanes, 
and we either quit praying about a specific 
matter or our prayers become casual.

It is helpful to consider some prayers in 
the Bible.

THE CANAANITE WOMAN  
(MATTHEW 15:21–28) 
This woman is desperate to see her 
daughter delivered from demon posses-
sion. Despite the displeasure of the dis-
ciples and Jesus’ seeming disinterest, she 
persists in her plea. It seems that the 
Lord insults her, but she doesn’t give up, 
and we must conclude that Jesus treated 
her as he did to draw out and test her 
faith. In the end, her faith and persistence 
were rewarded.

BARTIMAEUS (MARK 10:46–52)
This blind man hears that Jesus is passing 
by. He has no doubt that the Lord can heal 
him, and he cries out for help. Despite the 
attempts of the crowd to silence him, he 
shouts all the more, and eventually he re-
ceives the answer to his request.

Both of these people would not give up. 
In the face of adversity, and even with op-
position from others, they never deviated 
from their goal—to touch Jesus’ heart and 
get healing. What a wonderful lesson for 
us! The Lord is not reluctant to hear us 
even though it may sometimes seem like it. 
We must persevere and not give up.

MOSES (EXODUS 32:9–14)
Following the incident of the golden calf, 
the Lord threatens to destroy the Israelites 
and build a new nation through Moses. 
Moses intercedes for his people. He not 
only persists in his prayer but he argues 
with the Lord. He pleads the promises of 
God and his honour. What would the Egyp-
tians say if he failed to bring them into the 
promised land? 

ABRAHAM (GENESIS 18:20–33)
Here Abraham is also arguing with God—
indeed, he is bartering. The Lord has indi-
cated that he will destroy the inhabitants 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham pleads 
the case of those who might be righteous 
people. He starts with fifty, and after the 
Lord assures him he will spare the city if 
there are that number of righteous people, 
he keeps reducing the number until the 
Lord says he will spare Sodom if only ten 

righteous are found there. What boldness 
in prayer! It seemed almost insolent yet 
the Lord responded to Abraham.

JOB (JOB 23:1–4)
The idea of arguing with God also appears 
in Job. Job longs for the opportunity to 
present his case before the Lord and says 
he would “fill his mouth with arguments.” 
Surely we must conclude that God wants 
his children to show that kind of boldness 
and persistence in prayer. 

How do we measure up? Of course we 
must make sure we have a good basis for 
our arguments. When we look at the pray-
ers we have referred to, we see that the 
arguments are always based on God’s prom-
ises and character. Moses pleaded the 
promises made to the patriarchs. Abraham 
pleaded the justice of God. The Canaanite 
woman probably wouldn’t be aware of div-
ine promises, but she obviously knew of 
Jesus’ power and compassion and was also 
ready to acknowledge that she was a Gen-
tile dog unworthy of the Lord’s kindness. 
Bartimaeus certainly had no doubt as to 
Jesus’ power and willingness to heal.  

These prayers are not just recorded for 
our information. Surely, they are in Scrip-
ture to teach us how to pray. We need to 
pray with urgency and persistence. We 
ought to give God no rest. We should pes-
ter him with our prayers. 

We must not conclude from all this that 
God always answers bold, persistent pray-
ers as we desire. Sometimes the answer is 

“not yet” or simply “no.” There are times 
when we cannot be sure of God’s will in a 
situation. That is particularly true when 
we pray for healing or conversions. How-
ever, that should not stop us praying urgent-
ly. God is our heavenly Father, and as earthly 
fathers do not always grant the requests of 
their children for various reasons, never-
theless they always listen to their requests 
even though they may have to explain why 
they cannot or will not give them what 
they ask for. Failure to receive a positive 
answer from God is never reason to stop 
praying, unless we are brought to see that 
our requests are wrong and selfish. David 
often cried out, “How long, O Lord?” (i.e. 
Psalm 6:3), but he didn’t stop praying. May 
God give to us a spirit of urgent, persistent, 
argumentative prayer! 

Giving God no rest with our persistent prayers. BY ROGER FELLOWS

PESTERING GOD
SPOTLIGHT
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 ‘‘A broken generation”—this is how a recent 
Maclean’s article (September 10, 2012) labelled 
those heading off to college or university. The 
crisis on campus that prompted this label is 
that so many of the brightest and best stu-
dents report feeling hopeless, depressed and 
even suicidal. Why? It is easy to stand above 

the fray and pretend to slap simple answers on complex issues, but 
that will only add to the frustration of the next generation. As 
parents who are seeking, by God’s grace, to prepare our children for 
life after high school, I would like to discuss our strategy.

To be honest, if I were reading this magazine, I would promptly 
flip to the next article. Too often, when parents speak about their 
“strategy,” I am left feeling frustratingly guilty: I do not rise early 
enough to pray for my children; I do not always have the energy to 
read the Bible to them often enough, nor to prepare them for real 
life like the smart, more organized, more gifted parents.

However, if you are still with me, the strategy of which I speak is 
more like a Psalm 119:28 cry for help: “My soul is weary with sor-
row; strengthen me according to your Word.” We simply join the 
many parents who are seeking to be faithful, by God’s goodness, in 
depending only on him. This article, in other words, is more like 
sitting over a cup of coffee, starting a discussion. If we are prepar-
ing our children for the next stage of their lives, it is so important 
to discuss our fears, failures, blessings, motivations and strategies 
with others of like faith, in an honest and safe setting.

So, what is the “my soul is weary” strategy?

Finding comfort in the  
Old Testament

There are many places we can turn to in the Old Testament, but 
one in particular seems to bring us encouragement. As children 
head off to university, experiencing greater freedom, and usually 
away from family and regular supports, how can we find hope in 
the motley cast found in Judges? 

You’re probably thinking: “The book of Judges? Have you read it 
lately? The Israelites spend most of their time worshipping idols; 
Gideon is a reluctant leader and Samson is just plain frustrating—
you want him to zig, and he seriously zags! Why not move a few 
pages further in Scripture to King David? While he may have hit a 
speed bump with Bathsheba, at least he recovered with Psalm 51 
shortly after! At least I can work with that, as a parent!”

Judges, however, identifies with the culture of university stu-
dents. The “Judges generation” is the “surrounded-by-the-world 
third generation” found in the land of Canaan, surrounded by rich-
es, and freedom and opportunities. Students enter a unique period 
in their lives when they encounter their first opportunity to live 
apart from community. Alex and Brett Harris write to students in 
the preface of Alex Chediak’s book, Thriving at College: 

[C]ollege provides at once more freedom and more respon-
sibility than you’ve had before. Whether you choose to focus 
on the freedom or the responsibilities of college will deter-
mine whether you thrive—or just survive. At college there are 
no parents to make you read your Bible, do your homework, 
get to sleep, eat well, or do laundry. At college—even at Chris-
tian universities—there are “friends” who are willing to sup-
port whatever lifestyle you choose to engage in: the book 
worm, or the party animal.

The brothers elaborate on what was very relevant in the time of 
Judges, as well as for students today: 

So college is both a crisis and an opportunity. A crisis, because 
while embracing the freedom of campus life can lead to tem-
porary fun, the end result can be a lifetime of regret. An op-
portunity, because embracing the responsibility of college can 
result in incredible intellectual, spiritual, social, emotional, 
and physical growth.

Sadly, Israel embraced crisis.
However, the book of Judges doesn’t just provide vivid warnings, 

it gives parents a simple vision. Not very far into the book, we read 
this quiet rebuke from God: “After that whole generation had been 
gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew 
neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel” (Judges 2:10). As 
a result, they did evil. That may not sound overly encouraging, but 
reflect for a moment: What was the cause of the children’s wander-
ing? The parents failed to talk. They stopped talking about the 
Lord and about what he had done. The Canaanite culture they 
were immersed in did not stop talking. Rather, the neighbors of 
the Israelites continued to boast about their idols, speaking about 
the joy of serving Baal and the happiness that immorality brought 
them. But Israelite parents stopped boasting of their Lord.

How refreshingly simple! As parents, we are admonished to 
continue to speak into our children’s lives. That’s it. Be there. Talk. 
And listen. And listen. And talk. What do we talk about? The Lord, 
and what he has done and who he is. Isn’t this also the premise of 
the book of Proverbs? “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction 
and do not forsake your mother’s teaching” (Proverbs 1:8). 

Additionally, Judges is a messy book. Probably more accurate, it 
is a realistic book. The heroes often got it wrong, but the Lord re-
mained faithful. He did not give up on them. We find an extremely 
tender moment with the tough guy, Samson, at the end of his life. 
With his eyes plucked out, surrounded by the enemy, Samson 
prays a simple prayer: “O Sovereign Lord, remember me.” While 
seeking justice, he acknowledges his need for grace—and God is a 
grace-giver!

Often, the lives we and our children lead are not pretty. We say 
the wrong things, wake up on the wrong side of the bed, are 
double-minded and often love the world more than God. How do 
we minister to our children in messiness? How do we teach our 
children (and believe it ourselves!) that God’s love is not based on 

Looking ahead to those college years can be a scary, 
daunting thing for parents. david robinson helps equip 
parents with realism and Scriptural strategies to find 
rest and strength in the wisdom of God’s Word. 
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works, but on the cross? It was on the cross that the definitive 
word on love was spoken, and so as Jesus brings us on the journey, 
we can point them back to what is pure and right and true and 
holy—because he is love.

We may say in our discussion, the book of Judges did not end 
well. A lady was cut up into twelve pieces, and there was civil war. 
Is there really any hope in it all? Well, as you know, the book of 
Judges did not really end until the coming of the New Covenant, 
when the final Redeemer presented himself as the Saviour of the 
world, and that is where our hope lies. 

Finding comfort in the  
New Testament

The New Testament confronts us with the hope and joy of the gos-
pel—simple, yet astoundingly true: Jesus came to save sinners. We 
are not only saved from sin to eternal life, but we are saved to a 
new life here on earth. This is important because when our chil-
dren head off to college, our primary concern can be: What do they 
want to do? The question needs to be: Who do they want to be? As 
important and necessary as it is to finish university with more than 
a Big Mac degree, development of character is of far greater worth. 

This is the hope found in the New Testament. We read in Rom-
ans 6 that we are no longer slaves to sin, and in Ephesians 4 that 
God gives us power to put off the old and put on Christ. In Philip-
pians 1, Paul reminds us that our God, who began a good work, will 
see it to completion, and then concludes the book by reminding us 
that we can do all things through God who strengthens us.

The parental strategy is this: As parents model hope and joy in 
the gospel, our saved children are being sent out to serve an awe-
some God who is the King of the nations, and Lord of institutions. 
How do we build into our faith an understanding that our role is to 
be instruments in our Redeemer’s hand, and not to be a control-
ling hand. We can let our children go in confidence knowing that 
God is gracious, when by faith we are convinced that our children’s 
hearts are gripped by grace. 

What if our children are not saved? What if their faith is weak? 
This is a heavy burden, and not to be taken lightly. But we end up 
at the same place. God remains gracious, all-powerful, all-wise, 
and One who desires that all sinners come to him. It is precisely in 
the impossible that we see the beauty of God’s work. We serve a 
compassionate God, who hears our prayers and sees our tears.

Finding comfort in  
random truths

I consider these to be “swimming upstream” principles, as we pre-
pare our children to head off to post-secondary education.

1. They will hear: “College years are the best years of your life!” 
 Seriously? Imagine the pressure to “have it all”—the parties, the 

friends, the marks, the euphoria, all packed into four or five 
years—with the wisdom of an eighteen-year-old? Does one’s life 
really peak at twenty-two? We must tell our children that these 
can be really good years, but each stage of life brings its own joys, 
challenges and blessings.

2. They will hear: “Depression is horrible, and your life is falling apart 
if you are depressed!” 

 I say this with the hope that you will take a few moments to 
understand where I am coming from. I am not speaking about 
those who struggle with deep depression over a prolonged per-
iod of time. Rather, in the Maclean’s article previously men-
tioned for example, 51% of students at the University of Alberta 
felt life was hopeless and were filled with despair. The world’s 
response is panic. My point is, we need to prepare our children 
that there are times when we all feel hopeless, or are filled with 
a level of despair because we live in a fallen world. There is no 
need to panic. It is OK to have these feelings; actually, they are 
most natural at times. And then we seek to arm our children 
with resilience, with the promises of God and with the know-
ledge of his ultimate goodness. I am a firm believer that it is 
healthy to have sober thoughts about the world and our lives. It 
brings us on our knees before God. As the British say, “Keep 
calm and carry on!”

3. They will hear: “The world is bad! Flee!!” 
 Are we instilling in our children faith or fear? As one speaker 

has said, “Do you view the world as a minefield, or as a garden of 
opportunity?” Tremendous opportunities await our children to 
fulfill the role God has prepared for them.

4. They will hear: “Unbelievers will be a bad influence!” 
 While there is truth to this statement, and caution is necessary 

(i.e. the book of Proverbs), Jesus gives us a striking example of 
mingling with sinners. The compassion Jesus shows toward 
those whose lives were entrenched in sin is astounding. He in-
vites a divorcée (five times!) to share in the living water. A tax 
collector he welcomes as a disciple. The sinful woman walks 
away in peace, accepted, forgiven.

5. They will hear: “You are on your own at last!” 
 We say, “Call your mom! Text your dad! You are still in a family!”

In all this, as we seek to develop the character of God in our-
selves, we recognize that it is a process and does not happen in a 
vacuum. Community, especially the community of grace, endeav-
ours to continue the conversation with the next generation. This 
community boasts of the Lord and what he has done. He is a good 
and gracious God! 

David Robinson is pastor of Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON.

COVER STORY

 As parents model hope and joy 
in the gospel, our saved children  

are being sent out to serve an  
awesome God who is the King of the 

nations, and Lord of institutions.



FALL 2012 // BARNABAS // 11

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN // In 1738, a twenty-
one-year-old medical student named William 
Williams (1717–1791) was returning home to Car-
marthenshire when he happened to pass through a 
little village called Talgarth in Breconshire. It was 
Sunday, and the village church bell was calling the 

village parishioners to worship. Williams joined them. But the ser-
vice that morning was spiritually cold and lifeless. As he came out 
of the church, however, he was amazed to see, another young man 
standing on a flat tombstone. It was the evangelist Howell Harris 
(1714–1773). Harris had been prevented from preaching within the 
church and thus had resorted to the graveyard. It was a sermon, Wil-
liams would later recall, that was “unusually terrifying.” Around 
him the words of the evangelist were being driven home by the 
Spirit of God to sinful hearts and sinners were coming to Christ. It 
was the time of the Great Awakening in Wales, when Howell Harris 
told the English preacher George Whitefield (1714–1770):

The outpouring of the Blessed Spirit is now so plentiful and 
common, that I think it was our deliberate observation that 
not one sent by Him opens his mouth without some remark-
able showers. He comes either as a Spirit of wisdom to en-
lighten the soul, to teach and build up, and set out the works 
of light and darkness, or else a Spirit of tenderness and love, 
sweetly melting the souls like the dew, and watering the 
graces; or as the Spirit of hot burning zeal, setting their hearts 
in a flame, so that their eyes sparkle with fire, love, and joy; or 
also such a Spirit of uncommon power that the heavens seem 
to be rent, and hell to tremble.

Not surprisingly, Williams never forgot that day. “It was a mor-
ning,” he wrote many years later, “which I shall always remember, 
for it was then that I heard the voice of heaven.” Henceforth Wil-
liams regarded himself as a pilgrim on his way to the celestial city.

Williams the hymnwriter
When William Williams Pantycelyn (“Pantycelyn” was the name 
of his mother’s old home where he lived from 1748 onward after 
his marriage) died in 1791, he had, we are told, written some 860 
hymns and over 90 books, and had travelled nearly 112,000 miles 
as an itinerant preacher during the stirring days of the Great Awak-
ening in Wales. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones considered Williams to be 
“the theologian of Welsh Calvinistic Methodism,” which was born 
in that Welsh revival. His great contribution to that revival was in 
the realm of “experimental hymnody and revival apologetic.” His 
hymns were a central vehicle in the extension of the revival and 
also in creating a hunger for literacy. Thomas Charles of Bala said 
of him at that time:

He was one of the most gifted, respected and useful men of 
his age. His gift of poetry was naturally and abundantly given 
him by the Lord. …His hymns wrought a remarkable change 
in the religious aspect of Wales, and in public worship. Some 
verses in his hymns are like coals of fire, warming and firing 
every passion when sung…

Again Lloyd-Jones can say of William’s hymn-writing:

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on hymns of the past

WILLIAM WILLIAMS—“GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH”
The hymns of William Williams are packed with theology and 
experience…. William Williams was the greatest hymn-writ-
er of them all. You get greatness, and bigness, and largeness in 
Isaac Watts; you get the experimental side wonderfully in 
Charles Wesley. But in William Williams you get both at the 
same time.

For Williams, hymns had two key purposes: first, to fix Scripture 
truth in the mind and memory, and second, to kindle spiritual 
affections, especially that of love for the triune God.

One of the dominant, if not the dominant, images of his written 
work, both prose and verse was that of the pilgrim. At least fifty of 
his hymns explore this theme of pilgrimage. Thus, his best-known 
hymn in English, “Guide me, O thou Great Jehovah” is quintes-
sential Williams. “Guide me, O thou great Jehovah” was originally 
written in Welsh and published in 1745. It was entitled in Welsh, “A 
Prayer for Strength to go through the Wilderness of the World” 
and had five stanzas. In 1771, a Peter Williams of Carmarthen 
translated into English stanzas 1, 3 and 5 of this Welsh version. The 
following year, when Selina Hastings and George Whitefield re-
quested a hymnal, Williams used Peter Williams’ translation of the 
first stanza. He then made his own translation of stanzas 3 and 4 of 
the Welsh version, considerably revising them, and added a fourth 
stanza not in the Welsh version. The tune to which this hymn is 
normally sung, Cwm Rhondda, was written in 1905 for a Baptist 
song festival by John Hughes, a deacon of and precentor for Salem 
Baptist Chapel, Pontypridd.

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
 Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
 Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven,
 Feed me till I want no more.

The first line was originally as it stands here, not “Guide me, O 
thou great Redeemer” as it has been altered in some hymnals. The 
change is regrettable since it loses the Old Testament text that is 
the operative passage behind the hymn: Exodus. The Christian 
life is likened to the journey of Israel through the wilderness (see 
Exodus 16:1), which Williams calls a “barren land.” But Christian 
pilgrims are weak and in need of guidance. Thus, Williams be-
seeches God: “Guide me, O thou great Jehovah/Pilgrim through 
this barren land.”

But Christians need not only guidance but also protection in 
this wilderness, for there are dangers and hazards to be faced. 
Thus, Williams prays: “I am weak, but thou art mighty;/Hold 
me with thy powerful hand.” But there is yet more. We need 
guidance. We need to be guarded. And we need nourishment. So 
Williams now prays: “Bread of heaven,/Feed me till I want no 
more.” Here, Williams is alluding to Exodus 16:4–18. Now, this 
text is referred to by Jesus in John 6:48–51. Christ, then, is the 
“Bread of Heaven” to whom we are praying when we sing this 
hymn. It needs noting that Williams’ use of the term “want” is 
the older meaning of that word, which has the idea of “being in 
want.” It is not our modern use of the word which bears the idea 
of “desire.” Hence the line “till I want no more” does not mean 

rewind |
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“till I desire no more.” Rather, it is the idea of, “Feed me till I am 
no more in need, till the hunger of my soul is satisfied.” This is 
why some modern hymnals rephrase this line thus: “Feed me 
now and evermore.”

Open thou the crystal fountain,
 Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar,
 Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliverer,
 Be thou still my strength and shield.

“Open thou the crystal fountain,/Whence the healing stream 
doth flow” takes us back to Exodus, this time Exodus 17:1–6. Again, 
there is a Christocentric emphasis, for Paul understands the rock 
that is smitten here to be Christ: 1 Corinthians 10:4. “The fire and 
cloudy pillar” refer to Exodus 13:21. “The fire and cloudy pillar” 
spoke of God’s presence with his people, but also his guidance of 
them. Thus, the singer prays: “Lead me all my journey through.” 
Again, though, there is the realization that not only is guidance 
needed but also strength for the journey. Recall, the original title 
of the hymn in Welsh: “A Prayer for Strength to go through the 
Wilderness of the World.”

The Christian pilgrimage has a goal, though, which Williams 
now describes in the third stanza:

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
 Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction,
 Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises,
 I will ever give to thee.

At the end of her journey through the wilderness, Israel came to 
the River Jordan and crossed over into the Promised Land. Trad-
itionally, this crossing over was seen as a symbol of the end of the 
Christian pilgrimage and crossing over into heaven. This third 
stanza then is a prayer in the face of death and the fears that can 
grip one as one faces that: “When I tread the verge of Jordan,/Bid 
my anxious fears subside.” Fears are a great challenge to the believer. 
When George Whitefield died in 1770, Williams wrote in his elegy 
on the preacher: “But anxious fears do still of every kind,/Resist-
less rush unto my thoughtful mind.” At that time, for a variety of 
reasons, the average life-span in Wales was only twenty-seven. In 
1790, Williams asked Thomas Charles to pray that the Lord would 
“make me Strong to meet death.”

Now, what does Williams mean by “Death of death, and hell’s 
destruction”? Surely, this is a reference to Christ, who as the risen 
Lord has defeated death (see 2 Timothy 1:10) and defeated hell. 
Such a One can “land” the believer “safe on Canaan’s side.” And 
our response when there, but also here: “Songs of praises,/I will 
ever give to thee.”

The final stanza, which speaks of heaven as a Christ-centred 
habitation, is usually, though regretfully, omitted, for surely the 
Christian pilgrimage has this great goal: seeing Christ face to face:

Musing on my habitation,
 Musing on my heav’nly home,
Fills my soul with holy longings:
 Come, my Jesus, quickly come; 
Vanity is all I see; 
 Lord, I long to be with Thee! 

BY MARK HUDSON // God has created the uni-
verse in such a way that some events seem to hap-
pen randomly, almost chaotically, while others fol-
low a precise and predictable path. The earth 
orbits the sun in such a way that we can accurately 
predict precisely when the sun will rise and set at 

any point on the planet on any given day. On the other hand, a 
single card pulled from a well shuffled deck will just as likely be the 
two of spades as the king of diamonds and any attempt to predict 
the outcome is nothing more than a simple guess, which is almost 
always incorrect! We tend to prefer events that have some order to 
them as predictability gives us a certain level of comfort; we feel 
better able to prepare for what’s coming. Quite simply, the un-
known often terrifies us. This doesn’t apply so much to unknowns 
such as what’s in the wrapped gift we received on our birthday, un-
less of course we hear hissing inside, but more to events that lie 
outside our sphere of control or the control of anyone we know or 
trust. For most of us, knowledge and understanding bring com-
fort, whereas the unknown brings various levels of anxiety.

The good news for us is that God is just as comfortable with 
random as he is with order. Events that seem disconnected to us 
are seen with complete clarity by God. I remember someone ask-
ing me if it had ever occurred to me 
that nothing ever “occurs” to God. 
God never has an “Aha!” moment 
and suddenly knows something he 
didn’t know before. This omnis-
cience of God, his complete know-
ledge of everything, is quite astound-
ing when we consider the fact that 
we never really know for sure what’s coming around the corner or 
what our life will be like one year, one week, one day, even one 
moment from now. God is never surprised, caught napping or un-
prepared. Actually, he has orchestrated events and circumstances 
throughout all of history, and did so before history even began. 
There is an amazing verse that speaks to this in Ephesians: “For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” 
(2:10). He’s telling us that he has good works for us to do and he 
prepared them long before we even came on the scene. This means 
God must have taken into account every person’s thoughts and ac-
tions, and every event in all of history, and woven them together in 
such a way that our opportunity to do something good in the name 
of Jesus will come to us in just the right place and at just the right 
time. Then, when people see these deeds, they will have an oppor-
tunity to praise our Father in heaven!

The life of a teenager is filled with unknowns, many of which are 
related to a future that is often painted in pretty bleak terms as the 
world searches for solutions to big issues such as pollution, energy, 
violence, debt, disease, poverty and hunger. Don’t lose heart, 
friend! Take courage in the fact that God knows it all; this includes 
what was, what is, and what will be. His unshakeable will is to cre-
ate good for his people in everything in every circumstance. Are 
you willing to entrust yourself to such a God and, in so doing, bring 
glory to him? 

| TEEN beat
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God never has an 
“Aha!” moment and 
suddenly knows 
something he didn’t 
know before…. God 
is never surprised…
or unprepared.
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

INSIGHT IN SIGHT
Was I born like this?
BY SYLVIE HACHE’
Xulon Press (2011), 189 pgs
ISBN 978-1613790977

This is a personal story of God’s 
redemptive power overcoming 
a homosexual lifestyle. Sylvie 
Hache’ recounts the events 
leading her to “coming out” and 
the challenges of being a les-
bian in southern Ontario dur-
ing the 1990s. Her conversion 
and subsequent lifestyle change 
is a remarkable testament to 
God’s grace. Through a conver-
sational style laden with regret, 
Sylvie realizes that life with 
“divine laws” established by 
God is better than depending 
on herself or the homosexual 
community. Drawn to Christi-
anity and the promise of a 
blessed life, she overcomes her 
homosexual desires and enjoys 
the blessing of a reunited 
family. The conclusion does 
stray into a false prosperity gos-
pel message and should be read 
with discernment despite the 
sincerity of Sylvie’s experience. 
Still, a worthwhile and rel-
evant read!—Sarah Vlietstra

THE INTOLERANCE  
OF TOLERANCE
BY D.A. CARSON
Eerdmans (2012), 196 pgs
ISBN 978-0802831705

In a society that prides itself on 
tolerance, we are not very tol-
erant. We claim tolerance, but 
in the end it is a big lie and only 
supported by a rewriting of the 
definition of tolerance. Carson 

argues that tolerance has be-
come part of the Western “plaus-
ability structure”—a view that is 
widely and almost unquestion-
ingly accepted. Carson begins by 
showing that true tolerance pre-
supposes disagreement—people 
have different views and can 
agree to disagree and yet hold to 
their positions as true. But over 
time there has been a subtle 
shift in the meaning of toler-
ance. Today’s version of toler-
ance actually accepts all differ-
ing views as equally valid. For 
Christians, this new definition 
of tolerance is not acceptable. 
While we are called to get along 
with all humankind, we cannot 
compromise the Scriptures and 
the gospel of our Lord. In the end 
the world is “tolerant” of every-
thing but our Lord Jesus Christ.

Carson closes by suggesting 
ten ways in which Christians can 
practically combat the new tol-
erance. This is an excellent and 
timely work.—Jonathan Wellum

CULTURE SHIFT
The battle for the moral heart of America
BY R. ALBERT MOHLER JR.
Multnomah (2011), 208 pgs
ISBN 978-1601423818

Albert Mohler’s Culture Shift is 
a collection of essays reflecting 
on contemporary American 
culture. Essays on morality, 
secularism and public law in 
America comprise the opening 
chapters, and are the most de-
liberate and articulate pieces 
in the book. Mohler locates the 
virulence of extreme secular-
ism in some American politics 

in its anti-religious hostility to 
inclusive dialogue necessary in 
healthy democracy. Other essays 
deal with issues ranging from 
the perils of the digital infor-
mation age to thoughts on the 
debate over the justice of US 
use of atomic bombs in WWII. 
Although inviting, with a con-
versational and warm tone, some 
of these chapters lack care in 
their arguments, which leads 
one to think they are offered 
as lighter reading—not Mohler’s 
most decisive and honed ma-
terial.—Taylor Kraayenbrink

THE GREAT TRADITION OF 
CHRISTIAN THINKING
A student’s guide
BY DAVID S. DOCKERY AND 
TIMOTHY GEORGE 
Crossway (2012), 128 pgs
ISBN 978-1433525131

This is the first in the Crossway 
series “Reclaiming the Chris-
tian Intellectual Tradition.” It 
serves as the introduction to 
the series and is a basic explan-
ation of the core doctrines of 
Christian orthodoxy. These are 
introduced by going through 
the early church fathers and 
later Reformers from Justin 
Martyr to John Calvin, discuss-
ing particular doctrines cham-
pioned by different individuals 
through church history. Dock-
ery and George conclude by of-
fering a road-map for what they 
see as proper Christian post-
secondary education in the lib-
eral arts. It is difficult to imagine 
an audience for this book out-
side of administrative faculty 

in a Christian university. It 
might function well as a young 
adult Sunday school text.
—Taylor Kraayenbrink

REDISCOVERING THE 
CHURCH FATHERS
BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN
Crossway (2011), 176 pgs
ISBN 978-1433510434

In this book, Michael Haykin 
introduces the reader to several 
of the patristic Fathers and to 
the world of Christendom that 
contributed to both the sharp-
ening of their doctrinal convic-
tions and their zealous defense 
of orthodoxy. From his own 
deep interaction with their 
writings, Haykin brings the 
modern Christian into contact 
with the commitment of these 
early biblical expositors and 
defenders of the one true faith. 
From Patrick’s radical under-
standing and application of 
Christian mission, to Basil’s zeal 
for a practical theology of the 
Holy Spirit, Haykin successfully 
brings the reader into the world 
of the patristics, but even more, 
he brings the importance of 
doctrine, and the challenge of 
what constitutes genuine Chris-
tian commitment and witness, 
into our time. He stirs in us a 
hunger to explore the patristics 
further, for they prove to be rel-
evant for communicating the 
importance of the study of God’s 
Word and the defence of Chris-
tian doctrine. In Haykin’s words, 
“the writings of the early church 
Fathers offer a deeply sanctify-
ing experience.”—Stuart Phillips
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON // During the nineteenth 
century, Europe witnessed the creation of some of 
the most imaginative and innovative forms of art. 
Consider the musical masterpieces of Beethoven, 
Haydn and Mendelssohn… the poetry of Keats and 
Shelley, Wordsworth and Coleridge… the novels of 

Jane Austen, Mark Twain, Dickens and Dostoyevsky… the art of 
Goya, Renoir, Degas and van Gogh. By the twentieth century, the 
arts began to lessen in significance and ingenuity. Artists abdicated 
their responsibility to convey truth, beauty and goodness to their 
readers, viewers and listeners. One of the most influential catalysts 
for this decline is the emergence of Darwinism. By rejecting the 
Great Artist, all artists and art began to fade. By rejecting the Great 
Author, all authors diminished in relevance and worth. By rejecting 
the Book, all books diminished in importance and value. It is no 
surprise that Charles Darwin noted in his autobiography a similar 
dwindling of his personal appreciation of the arts: 

Up to the age of 30 or beyond it, poetry of many kinds… gave 
me great pleasure, and even as a schoolboy I took intense de-
light in Shakespeare…. Formerly pictures gave me consider-
able—and music very great—delight. But now for many years 
I cannot endure to read a line of poetry: I have tried to read 
Shakespeare, and found it so intolerably dull that it nauseated 
me. I have also almost lost any taste for pictures or music…. I 
retain some taste for fine scenery, but it does not cause me 
the exquisite delight which it formerly did…. My mind seems 
to have become a kind of machine for grinding general laws 
out of a large collection of facts, but why this should have 
caused the atrophy of that part of the brain alone, on which 

| the ARTS

DARWIN AND THE SHRIVELLING  
OF OUR ARTISTIC “SOUL”

A look at things audible: pro’s new rap and a little acoustic album

Pro’s third album, Dying To Live, 
is another cut out of the solid 
gold we’ve come to expect from 
Reach Records. The appeal of 
this album is the variety with 
styles ranging from spoken 
word to rap-sing combos to rap-
techno. Sometimes softly poetic 
and sometimes aggressive, Pro 
uses story to summarize his vi-
sion of a life worth dying for. 

Superbly written and produced, with a plethora of featured artists, 
this album goes above and beyond the typical rap experience.

—Dayna Yankovich

DYING TO LIVE
PRO
Reach Records (2011)

This is mini-album with five 
tracks (plus two videos of studio 
recordings) of Kari Jobe’s most 
popular hits. It is a lovely acous-
tic offering featuring just voice, 
acoustic guitar, piano and drums. 
The focus is on the words of her 
well-crafted songs, which speak 
to the heart of living the Chris-
tian life. Her “Steady my heart” 
is one of my favourites: “Even 

when it hurts / Even when it’s hard / Even when it all just falls apart / I 
will run to You / Cause I know that You are / Lover of my soul / Healer 
of my scars / You steady my heart….”—Janice Van Eck

THE ACOUSTIC SESSIONS (LIVE)
KARI JOBE
EMI CMG (2012) Digital EP

| mixed MEDIA

the higher tastes depend, I cannot conceive…. The loss of these 
tastes is a loss of happiness, and may possibly be injurious to 
the intellect, and more probably to the moral character, by 
enfeebling the emotional part of our nature.

Darwin’s personal testimony was a forecast of what—on a larger 
scale—Western culture was to experience in the ensuing decades 
after the publication of On the Origin of Species. As Western civil-

ization embraced Darwinian evolu-
tion, not only did its spiritual “soul” 
shrivel, so did its artistic “soul.” 
Artists began to view Creation, with 
all of its wonder, beauty and design, 
simply as a result of “random chance” 
and “natural selection.” Consequent-
ly their art became increasingly ran-

dom, meaningless, anti-conventional, unrefined, defying beliefs 
and opposing beauty. Indiscriminate piles of material, corroding 
metals, and haphazard paint splatters—all of this replaced the skil-
ful artistry, design and meaning of previous centuries. Art was no 
longer about order, but rather chaos. Both in content and form, art 
reflected the new belief that God’s created universe was a chaotic 
wilderness, a Darwinian desert. 

Even though the Fall has marred Creation and humanity, God’s 
grace still allows glimpses of paradise and beauty, both in nature 
and in human creativity. James tells us that “every good and per-
fect gift is from above, coming down from the Father” (James 1:17). 
God gave us so much to delight in. Christians must rise above our 
Darwin-infused culture, where art is all but extinct. Defy Darwin 
and delight in art. 

“The loss of these 
tastes is a loss of 
happiness, and may 
possibly be injurious 
to the intellect, and 
more probably to 
the moral character”
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Whiter  
than snow

“Whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7)

But snow is whiter than anything else! 
Especially if you saw it glittering in the 
sunshine on the top of a high mountain, 
where no dust can ever reach it. Human 
eyes have seen something as white as 
snow, for the clothes of the angel of the 
resurrection was “white as snow;” and 
the shining clothes of the Lord Jesus on 
the Mount of Transfiguration was “ex-
ceeding white as snow.” But what can 
be made “whiter than snow”?

“Wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow!” What, me? My naughty, sinful 
self? My soul so stained with sin that I 
cannot make it or keep it clean at all? 
Yes, “I shall be whiter than snow” if God 
washes me.

But water will not do this, and tears 
will not do it. Only one thing can do it—
and do it surely and thoroughly. “The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses 
us from all sin.”

This is “the fountain opened for sin 
and uncleanness;” and ever since Jesus’ 
precious blood was shed, it has always 
been flowing. It is flowing now, this very 
day, ready for you to be washed in it 
and made “whiter than snow.”

Do not stop at thinking for a little 
while about it, but go to your heavenly 
Father and ask him to wash you in the 
precious blood of Jesus.

Be willing to be really washed. Do not 
be like some little children, who do not 
want to have on a clean white shirt be-
cause they know they cannot go and 
play in the dirt. Be willing not to go 
back in the dirt anymore.

And then let God wash you; do not 
just say the words and get up and think 
no more abou it; but put your very heart 
into God’s hands and look at the pre-
cious blood of Jesus and wait and ask 
him to show you how it really cleanses 
from all sin. God can wash even you! 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

Healing of a leprous man
BY JANICE VAN ECK // Turn in your Bible and read 2 Kings 5:1–15. This is the story of the 
healing of Naaman, the commander of the Aram army.

1. Who was the girl who told Naaman he could be healed?

2. Why was the King of Israel upset about Naaman’s letter?

3. Why was Naaman angry about what Elisha told him to do?

4. How did Naaman respond when God healed him of his leprosy?

Word search
angry
Aram
attendants
chariots
cleansed
commander
cure
dipped
Elisha
girl
God
gold
healed
horses
Jordan
leprosy
letter
master
Naaman
restored
silver
soldier
wash

DID YOU KNOW?
� �  The first mention of snow in the Bible is found in exodus 4, in reference to leprosy. Leprosy 
can cause white sores, nerve damage, muscle weakness and sometimes the loss of fingers or toes.

A N G R Y O N C M A S H

Y T S E X I M A E U E C

E S T S U D R C D R S I

R J O E F R P O T R R R

E L I L N W O M S E O E

D E R I A D M M D I H J

E P A S O E A A R D E W

L R H H F S R N D L O G

A O C A I N A D T O E G

E S C L I A S E E S D R

H Y V G M E O R W R I E

M E F A A L U X C K P T

R N N A R C R I O R P S

E S O I R E T T E L E A

D I G R E S T O R E D M
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CRA Registration #864940291RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

www.careyoutreach.org · www.careyuniversity.org

Training spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nations

PARTNER WITH US as we train pastors and spiritual leaders
CUBA ⋅ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ⋅ PERU ⋅ EGYPT ⋅ MADAGASCAR ⋅ NEPAL  

INDIA ⋅ OUTER MONGOLIA ⋅ PHILIPPINES ⋅ FAR EAST

Visit our website for more information

Glory Grace InternatIonal MInIstrIes

JaMes 1:27 “relIgIon that Is pure and undefIled before 
god and the father Is thIs: to vIsIt orphans and  
wIdows In theIr afflIctIon…”

Caring for the orphans, widows,     
     and the sick

CRA Registration #849829619RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

Partner with us as we seek to be the loving hands and feet of Christ, reaching out through Sovereign Grace churches 
in India: nurturing orphans, caring for widows, serving children at feeding centres and providing community medical care.

Visit our website… www.glorygrace.org
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