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www.careyconference.net

LIfe In tHe SPIrIt 
Various SGF pastors

PaUL: 
cHrISt’S 
Man In LIfe 
or DeatH

eVenInG SeSSIonS

Evening speaker 

StePHen reeS is a Welshman who has 
lived in England for most of his life. He has 
pastored Grace Baptist Church, Stockport, 
(near Manchester) since the church was 
founded in 1984. He is married to Anne 
and they have four children between the 
ages of three and eight.

MornInG SeSSIonS

For accommodation information and online registration

A Christian camp experience 
for the whole family!
As it has for over 30 years, the Carey continues  
to be a blessing for attendees of all ages.  
A well-balanced combination of Spirit-anointed  
preaching, worship, opportunities for uplifting 
fellowship, children’s classes, activities and  
restful family vacation time serve to make this 
week a highlight of the summer. 

Join us at the 2012 Carey Family Conference! 

Braeside Pentecostal Camp
110 East River Road, Paris, ON N3L 3E1

Day &
eVenInG 

VISItorS 
weLcoMe
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YOUTH RETREAT: NOTES TO SELF
THE ANNUAL SGF YOUTH RETREAT at Braeside Camp from 
May 25–27, 2012, drew 76 young people and youth leaders 
from six different churches. Our worship times were led by 
some very talented young musicians; we played games in the 
hot Saturday afternoon sun and enjoyed a wonderfully enter-
taining show put on by juggler and Christian entertainer Bob 
Cates. Hassan Bell, assistant pastor at Thistletown Baptist 

Church, presented four messages on “Notes to Self.” He 
worked his way through self-image, self-control, self-denial 
and finished with the new self. His presentations were in-
formative and challenging and pitched directly to the teenage 
heart and soul. We thank the Lord for his presence with us 
over the weekend and trust great spiritual fruit will be seen 
as a result.—Mark Hudson

BOTH ROLAND AND I have been praising 
God for the wonderful Bible covers that have 
been sewn by ladies from various churches 
over the past months. It is a bit overwhelming 
knowing that so much work and effort has 
gone into this project. I was so excited for the 
Mwani people that I took pictures of some 
bags and sent them off to Mozambique. It was 
a dream that the translation team had more than a year ago, 
and by God’s providential kindness, and all your hard work, it 
has really happened! Joy just overflowed when they saw the 
photos, and they sent back these notes to you…

Dear Susan. Many thanks for your e-mail. I am thrilled to hear 
about the Bible bags—your supporting churches are quite 
amazing in their commitment, generosity and kindness. Please 
thank them very much on behalf of the Mwani team. I think it 
is going to be very special for the people to see that the Scrip-
tures are treated with respect. I hope to see one of the men 
today and tell them. I’m sure they will be equally delighted!
—June Dickie, Wycliffe translator (pictured on right)

And from the Mwani translators (in translation): Letter of 
appreciation. Written by the brothers Shikito and Saweji 

| news & EVENTS 

MWANI UPDATE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOVE AND GENEROSITY—THE BIBLE BAGS ARE INCREDIBLE
(pictured in yellow shirts on left), translators 
of the language Kimwani in Pemba.

We have been told that some sisters are 
preparing many bags for the Bibles that, for 
the first time, the Kimwani people will receive 
soon. We also saw a picture of the bags. Thus 
we are encouraged and very grateful for the 
work of those who have dedicated themselves 

to this. We pray for these sisters, we ask our Lord that he 
would bless their work. Grace and peace be with them. Many 
thanks.—Shikito and Saweji  

Susan will be gathering all the bags together at the 2012 
Carey Conference and the Seilers will use their baggage 
allowance on their return trip to Africa to get the Bible bags 
to Mozambique. The goal is for the printed Old Testament 
portions and New Testaments to arrive in Mozambique in 
early 2013, and later that year there will be several celebra-
tions in Mwani territory where Bibles and Bible bags will be 
distributed. If there are Bible covers that come in later than 
September 2012, they can be shipped to the Seilers in South 
Africa and hand carried to Mozambique. Keep praying that 
there will be a great harvest of souls reaped from among this 
group of people.—Susan Seiler

YOUTH RETREAT 2012: SGF youth and youth leaders gather for a group shot during their recent retreat at Braeside Camp.
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news & EVENTS |

THE SGF LADIES’ RETREAT 
—A JOY-FILLED SUCCESS
IT WAS a weekend (May 6–7) bathed in God’s Word by our 
gentle sister, Anna Pikkert, who shared her insights on joy, 
both from the Word and from her own experience. Anna 
shared with us from her heart, and we were encouraged by 
her words in many practical 
ways. Her transparency was 
a blessing to all of us. Her 
topics included: what joy is 
not, the recipe for what true 
joy is, and also that joy and 
sorrow are often compan-
ions travelling in the same 
direction.

We enjoyed music from 
Karen Houle and Sarah Van 
Hartingsveldt, and the songs 
and Scripture reading so 
nicely tied in with the messages. Our thanks go to those who 
prayerfully considered the passages and songs and topics 
that we would share together. Of course, we delighted in ex-
tended conversations with friends while we enjoyed food 
tastily prepared. No prep, no clean up and great-tasting food; 
you can’t go wrong there! Those that stayed at Redeemer 
residences enjoyed laughter until late into the night. It really 
gives the women from all the different churches a chance to 
get to know each other. Corrina Lobbezoo shared her heart 
and passion with us about MoveIn Ministries, and Rachel Saw-
yers shared an update from South Africa. 

We enjoyed laughing and competing with each other in 
some games that were organized for us. We also had quiet 
reflection together as we lifted our hearts in prayer. The turn-
out was terrific with a record attendance of over 70. It was a 
wonderful time of fellowship as both new and familiar faces 
heard God’s Word, prayed and enjoyed meal times together. 
If you have never been to the SGF Ladies’ Retreat before, 
make sure you book time to come next year, on the first week-
end of May. You will be glad you did!—Margaret Thomson

GRACE PASTOR’S FELLOWSHIP 
CONFERENCE & RETREAT REPORT
RELYING ON my memory and my map, I finally arrived at 
Countryside Camp and Conference Centre just outside of 
Cambridge, known to most of us as the old Camp Shalom. It 
had been over a decade since we had last used its facilities for 
our pastor’s conference. When I first came in 1988, I was one 
of the young guns, but now it is encouraging to see a good 
number of young men who joined us for the first time. Glean-
ing from the remarks in the open session on future GPF con-
ferences, several things emerged that had brought pastors 
together who are young, or young at heart, to the GPF Con-
ference and Retreat held June 4–6. 

First and foremost was the biblical and theological teaching 
that we were blessed with. Our keynote speaker, Dr. Daniel 
Akin, President of Southeastern Baptist Theological Semin-
ary, encouraged us with four sessions on missions. Dr. Michael 
Haykin, Professor of Church History and Biblical Spirituality at 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, linked his two 
fields of expertise together by speaking on the person of 
Jesus Christ in the hymns of Joseph Stennett (see “Rewind” 
on page 12). Long-term missionary and pastor Eric Wright 
challenged us with the need to advance the gospel, while Don 
Theobald ministered as pastor-to-pastor on preaching the 
gospel to a postmodern world from Ecclesiastes. From the 
question and answer session, it was encouraging to hear 
pastors that desire to know God and his Word as they grapple 
with the issues of life.

A close second was the warm fellowship that the conference 
fostered. Pastoral ministry at times can be lonely and discour-
aging. Pastors need encouragement and ample time was 
built in for seasons of sharing and prayer. Also encouraging 
was the mentoring between young and old that developed 
over the three days. Even the “cheesy” jokes ministered to 
weary hearts.

Also appreciated was the combination of both conference 
and retreat atmospheres. Nestled in the midst of natural forest 
land, the camp was an oasis to both body and soul. We were 
able to get away and relax before the presence of God in his 
creation as we were also provided with excellent meals. 

If you are a pastor or a  Christian man who is interested in 
having your mind, soul and body ministered to by Christ and 
his Word, why not join us for next year’s GPF Conference and 
Retreat? I have it already marked in my 2013 day planner. You 
will come away far richer than when you came.
—Dale Nevelizer

NEWSBYTES
+ Carey Conference 2012
Always a great end to the summer, the SGF’s annual 
Carey Conference is something you won’t want to miss! 
Check out the brochure or website for a full schedule 
and details regarding registration, camping, etc.
www.careyconference.net

+ Gospel Coalition Conference in Cambridge
“Rich teaching,” “great fellowship,” “Carson…wow!”—these 
are just a few of the responses heard after the May 29–31 
conference. Listen online: www.gospelcoalition.org

Do you have news to share of what God is doing?
Wanted: Some “on the ground” church reporters—
please email Janice at: janicevaneck@rogers.com.
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AUGUST 18–24, 2012 
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Evening sessions: Paul—
Christ’s man in life or death
Speaker: Stephen Rees
Morning sessions: various 
SGF pastors speaking on 
the Holy Spirit
Don’t miss this opportunity 
for great ministry, fellow-
ship, sports & programs for 
all ages—make “the Carey”  
a part of your summer 
2012 plans! Sola Scriptura 
will once again be on site 
with a selection of books. 
The Desta Project will also 
have a table of products.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Registration and 
accommodation info:
www.careyconference.net

SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 
TBS FALL SEMESTER 
REGISTRATION
Registration day for full- or 
part-time students in day 
classes (Note: application 
deadline is August 15).
Toronto Baptist Seminary & 
Bible College, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

SEPTEMBER 23, 2012 
TBS CONVOCATION
Time: 6:30 p.m.
The official launch to the 
TBS school year. 
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

OCTOBER 13–14, 2012 
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH 
40TH ANNIVERSARY
Speaker: Earl Blackburn 
from Shreveport, Louisiana 
Held at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON
www.trinity-baptist-
church.com

NOVEMBER 3, 2012 
DAVID BRAINERD COLLEGE 
& CAREER RETREAT
Speaker & theme: TBA
Ministry, sports and 
fellowship for young adults.
(Note: Saturday only.)
Held at Grace Bible Church, 
Cambridge, ON
janicevaneck@rogers.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

| news & EVENTS GUEST COLUMN

SPEAKING TO  
A DYING WORLD
BY PIA THOMPSON // As an oncology nurse, I’ve seen hundreds 
of deaths. I’ve seen sudden death and lingering death, peaceful 
death and painful death. I’ve seen the difference between how be-
lievers and unbelievers die. Seeing someone take their last breath 
is a sobering experience. 

Because of my field of work, I’m a realist about death. Yet as a 
believer, I’m an optimist. I know that God does heal. My husband 
is fourteen years cancer free. However, some cancers recur, others 
spread rapidly despite treatment. 

The world avoids the whole idea of death with entertainment 
and distractions. Even believers who are secure in their salvation 
may still fear the mode of death itself. 

Life is short, maybe eighty years. Even the longest life is distilled 
into a twenty minute eulogy. “Better to go to the house of mourn-
ing than to go to the house of feasting, for that is the end of all men, 
and the living will take it to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2).

To the unbeliever, death is the “great unknown.” It is a fearful 
thing. They have no hope of ever seeing their loved ones again. 
They have only despair. Their idea of eternal life is that the person 
will live on as long as someone remembers them. 

But believers don’t sorrow as those who have no hope. Death does 
not have the last word. Because Jesus 
rose from the grave, we will too.

Tucked away in 2 Kings 6 and 7 is 
an account of a terrible famine in 
the besieged city of Samaria. The 
Syrian army was camped outside 
the walls. The people were resorting 
to cannibalism. Elisha prophesies a 
sudden reversal of the famine in 
one day. Four lepers are sitting out-
side the city and decide they can 
either starve to death where they 
are, or surrender to the enemy and perhaps find mercy. If not, 
they’ll die either way. In the meantime, God had routed the army. 
They fled leaving everything behind. The lepers go from tent to 
tent, eating and gathering treasures, until their consciences prick 
them. They remember their brothers dying in the city, while they 
have such abundance. They say, “We are not doing right. This day 
is a day of good news, and we remain silent” (2 Kings 7:9).

So, they return to the city with the good news, their story is cor-
roborated, and the famine is reversed, as prophesied.

We bask in the joy of sins forgiven, the hope of heaven. But we 
can’t just gorge ourselves and not share the Living Bread. “We are 
not doing right.” We cannot remain silent. This is a day of good news. 

There’s an urgent need for the gospel. There’s a famine out there. 
It’s a dying world. Do we live like it? Or, are we so self satisfied that 
we forget the destination of those without Christ? Do we squander 
opportunities to share the gospel, talking about nothing of conse-
quence? I know I do.

So, how do we tell them? Just say something! Like the healed 
blind man in John 9, he wasn’t able to argue about theological 
issues, but he could say, “One thing I know: that though I was 
blind, now I see.” “Evangelism is just one beggar telling another 
beggar where to find bread” (D.T. Niles). Tell them where they 
can find bread. 

We bask in the joy  
of sins forgiven, the 
hope of heaven. But 
we can’t just gorge 
ourselves and not 
share the Living 
Bread. “We are not 
doing right.” We 
cannot remain silent. 
This is a day of  
good news.

Pray for these pastors teaching overseas with  
Carey Outreach Ministries over the coming months:

July 23–August 3 • Dr. Bob Penhearow (Grace Trinity 
Community Church, Guelph, ON) will be going to 
Madagascar to teach Old Testament Biblical Theology 
I and Homiletics I.   
September 3–14 • Rev. Mike Ghiz (Lebanon) will be 
going to Egypt to teach Spirituality. 

There will also be various sessions in Nepal,  
Dominican Republic and the Far East throughout 
August and September 2012.

TEACHING 
ABROAD
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I n the pages of history there have 
been some remarkable days 
when God has visited this world. 
At Sinai, he came with terrifying 
power to give the law to Israel. 
At Bethlehem, he came in great 
humility to bring salvation. On 

the last day, he will come with great glory 
to put an end to this present age and usher 
in the eternal kingdom. Of those three 
comings, we focus most on the birth of our 
Saviour—and rightly so, because there 
God’s eternal plan of salvation began to un-
fold in time and space. While the Bible has 
a lot to say about Christ’s coming at Bethle-
hem and the salvation purchased at the 
cross, it also has a great deal to say about 
the second coming or return of Christ. 

The Christian community is sharply div-
ided over this doctrine. There are those 
who seem to talk or preach about little else 
than Christ’s return and related topics, 
such as the Millennium or the Antichrist, 
though that stance is a lot less common 
than it was twenty-five years ago. On the 
other hand, because the doctrine has been 
pushed to excess by some, there are those 
who say, “There has been so much empha-
sis on the Lord’s return that we will keep 
off the subject.” So, it is feast or famine. In 
the latter case, it is sad that such a wonder-
ful truth is neglected. We ought to rejoice 
in this glorious hope: Jesus is coming 
again! Paul tells the Thessalonian believers 
to encourage one another with that truth 
(1 Thessalonians 4:18). 

To speak to the differences between 
Christians on the subject: some believe 
Christ will come secretly to take believers 
out of this world; others that the Lord will 
come openly to set up a millennial king-
dom; still others that there is no literal mil-
lennial reign at all. However, these differ-
ences should not detract from the clear 
truth that Christ is coming back. I don’t 
believe these things should divide believ-
ers. If learned biblical scholars who believe 
that the Scriptures are God’s inspired 
Word, come up with different opinions, it 
suggests that these truths are not too easy 
to figure out. That’s not to say we shouldn’t 
study the subject. Paul did not want the 
Thessalonians to be ignorant of this matter 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13). But, if not all Chris-
tians can agree on the details of the Lord’s 
return, then we should not make it a test of 

fellowship but rather focus on what is 
clear. It doesn’t matter too much whether 
Christ returns before or after the millen-
nium, but it does matter that we are ready 
for his return. 

When Paul addresses this topic in  
1 Thessalonians 4–5, he speaks to a con-
cern the believers had about Christians 
who had died, but basically he deals with 
two things: how Christians should view 
Christ’s return and how non-Christians 
should view it.

1. CHRIST’S RETURN SHOULD  
BE EAGERLY ANTICIPATED  
BY ALL CHRISTIANS
Believers who have died are already with 
the Lord. Their bodies lie (sleep) in the 
grave, but they have a conscious existence 
with the Lord Jesus until he returns. Their 
spirits will come with him; their bodies 
will rise from the grave renewed and be re-
united with their spirits. Immediately 
afterwards, those still alive will be caught 
up and their bodies changed. Both groups 
will then be with the Lord forever (1 Thes-
salonians 4:16–17). 

Perhaps one reason we think of this so 
seldom is that life here is too comfortable. 
For Christians who have suffered, the idea 
of their trials ending and of their being 

with the Lord forever is a wonderful incen-
tive to endure the hardest of circum-
stances; but if we know little of hardship, 
then our thoughts will not often turn in 
that direction. When Jesus returns, all 
suffering will be over. There will be no 
more sickness, no more tears, no more dis-
appointments, certainly no more persecu-
tion; and, best of all, there will be no more 
sin. The thought of being with Jesus and 
also being like him is a wonderful stimulus 
to keep on no matter how tough things are, 
because we know that our trials will not 
continue forever.

Not only should this truth encourage us, 
it should have a very practical effect upon 
us. We need to be ready for that day. As the 
apostle puts it, that day should not surprise 
us like a thief (1 Thessalonians 5:4). We 
need to be watchful and live in such a man-
ner that whenever Christ comes we are not 
surprised and not ashamed. I always think 
a good question to ask as we consider a 
certain course of action is, “Would I be 
ashamed to be doing this if the Lord should 
come at this moment?”

2. CHRIST’S IMMINENT RETURN 
SHOULD CAUSE UNBELIEVERS 
TO THINK ABOUT THEIR SOULS
While Christians should think of that day 
with joy, unbelievers, if they believe in that 
day at all, should view it with terror, be-
cause for them it will be a day of destruc-
tion (1 Thessalonians 5:3). Of course, many 
try not to think about that day. For them, 
everything seems to be going along just 
fine: they say “peace and safety” (5:3). 
Satan often blinds people’s minds so that 
they do not think about eternal matters 
(2 Corinthians 4:4). 

Perhaps someone reading this refuses to 
think about death and the world to come. 
You hope that, somehow, things will go on 
as they are; but life will not go on forever, 
at least not in this present world. There is 
a day of destruction coming; Christ will 
surely return. You will stand before God at 
the judgement, and if your trust is not in 
Christ and his work upon the cross you will 
hear those dreadful words, “Depart from 
me you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels” 
(Matthew 25:41).

May God help all of us to be ready for 
the great day of the Lord! 

A truth to strengthen our hope and endurance. BY ROGER FELLOWS

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN
SPOTLIGHT



8 // BARNABAS // SUMMER 2012

P
H

O
T

O
: 

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 S
H

A
R

O
N

 J
A

M
E

S

I recently celebrated my fortieth 
“birthday” as a Christian, and 
took the opportunity to reflect 
on those books, other than the 
Bible, which have been most 
significant to me over the years. 
I could list many which have 

had a powerful impact on me, but here are 
the “top ten”—those I have returned to 
and read more than once—in some cases 
many more times. 

1. TREASURES OF THE SNOW
BY PATRICIA ST JOHN 
(1950) Numerous reprints and translations

Patricia St. John was an extraordinarily 
godly woman. Much of her life was spent 
as a missionary in Moslem North Africa. 
When she retired to the UK, she lived in 
humble social housing in Coventry, placed 
a snooker table in her garage, and regularly 
invited in the young people in her housing 
estate so that she could befriend and witness 
to them. She was also a wonderful writer, 
best known for a series of children’s books. 

I was given Treasures of the Snow as a Sun-
day School prize when I was about seven, 
and still have that copy, beautifully illus-
trated by the great Christian artist Lewis 
Lupton. A poignant, very human story, set 
in Switzerland, it has been instrumental in 
the conversion of many children and has 
been translated into numerous languages. 
Patricia St. John served as a nurse during 
the Second World War, and recalled: 

as the atrocities came to light there 
was much anger and hatred. I remem-
bered the resentment of those who 
could not forgive others and the re-
morse of those who could not forgive 
themselves.

So she wrote this book, about children and 
for children, but with a powerful lesson 
about forgiveness for all ages. The main 
character in the book is a girl called An-
nette, whose little brother is terribly in-
jured because of the cruelty and stupidity 

of a neighbour called Lucien. She is con-
sumed by bitterness and resentment. As 
the story unfolds, she finds that the love of 
Christ pushes out hatred and unforgive-
ness, and she discovers that the love of 
Christ pushes out fear as well. “There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear” 
(1 John 4:18). I have read this book more 
times than I can recall, and recommended 
it to many.

2. THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
BY JOHN BUNYAN
(1678) Numerous reprints and translations

Again, I treasure the copy of this classic 
given to me as a Sunday School prize at about 
the age of eleven. I was given the full and 
unabridged version, wonderfully illustrated 
with engravings by R.H. Brock, and have 
read it time and time again. As a young 
teenager, the images of the Slough of De-
spond, the Wicket Gate, the burden falling 
off at the Cross, the release from the Castle 
of Despair by means of the key of promise, 
the crossing of the final river—all these 
made spiritual realities as certain and tan-
gible as getting up and eating breakfast. I 
have read this numerous times; little won-
der that some reckon it to be the second 
most read book in history next to the Bible. 

3. HEAVEN: A WORLD OF LOVE
BY JONATHAN EDWARDS 
(Preached in 1738, first published 1851, Banner of Truth 
reprint 1970; an extract from Charity and Its Fruits, 
which is now freely available online)

When I was eleven, I attended the first 
Carey Family Conference in England and 
was powerfully convicted by Wayne Mack 
preaching on heaven and hell. I bought the 
Banner of Truth booklet, Heaven: A World 
of Love, from the booktable for the grand 
price of thirteen pence (CAN 25 cents). It 
is the final chapter of Edwards’ exposition 
of 1 Corinthians 13, Charity and Its Fruits. 
I was enthralled by the sheer beauty of 
Edwards’ depiction of heaven, and, more 
than that, of Edwards’ portrayal of the 
beauty of God. I have returned to this 

Author and speaker sharon james reflects on the most 
significant books she has read over the last forty years

COVER STORY

BOOKS FOR LIFE

Dr. Sharon James recently completed her 
Ph.D. at Spurgeon’s College, London, UK, on 
evangelical responses to changing legislation 
on the family since the 1960s. She is presently 
a spokesperson for the Coalition for Marriage,  
a group lobbying the British government to 
keep the present definition of marriage. 
Sharon has authored numerous biographies, 
books on biblical womanhood and devotional 
bible studies. She is married to Bill, who is 
pastor of Emmanuel Evangelical Church, 
Leamington Spa, UK, and they have two 
children, Peter and Lydia.
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chapter countless times over the years, 
and still treasure my copy of the 1970 re-
print. Here is an early paragraph:

God, considered with respect to his 
essence, is everywhere. But heaven is 
his dwelling-place above all other 
places in the universe. All those places 
in which he was said to dwell of old, 
were but types of this. Heaven is a part 
of creation that God has built to be 
the place of his glorious presence. It is 
his abode for ever. Here will he glori-
ously manifest himself to all eternity. 
And this renders heaven a world of 
love. God is the fountain of love, as the 
sun is the fountain of light. And there-
fore the glorious presence of God in 
heaven, fills heaven with love, as the 
sun, placed in the midst of the visible 
heavens in a clear day, fills the world 
with light. The apostle tells us that 

“God is love”; and therefore, seeing he 
is an infinite being, it follows that he 
is an infinite fountain of love. Seeing 
he is an all-sufficient being, it follows 
that he is a full and overflowing, and 
inexhaustible fountain of love. And 
in that he is an unchangeable and 
eternal being, he is an unchangeable 
and eternal fountain of love.

4. THE RARE JEWEL OF CHRISTIAN 
CONTENTMENT
BY JEREMIAH BURROUGHS 
(1651, Banner of Truth reprint 1964)

I love this book. I was especially chal-
lenged by the central message of content-
ment while working as a volunteer for two 
years in Malawi during the early 1980s. On 
returning to the UK, I set about simplify-
ing and abridging it for my own benefit 
(ultimately this was used by Grace Publica-
tions under the title, Learning to be Happy, 
and translated into a number of different 
languages). This is a book I have returned 
to over the years, because the sinfulness of 
the human heart means that we never 
finally “get” contentment—new tempta-
tions spring up, and we need continually 
to return to Christ as our source of all joy. 
The section on “The Evil of Grumbling” is 
especially challenging. As with many of 
the Puritans, Burroughs gets straight to 
the heart—they were called the physicians 
of the soul for very good reason. 

5. SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES FOR  
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
BY DONALD S. WHITNEY 
NavPress (1991)

This is a book not just to read once, but to 
study (there is a study guide) and to revisit. 

I have used this myself, studied it with 
others, and recommended it to many. 
Donald Whitney also has a website with 
helpful materials on topics related to the 
spiritual disciplines: biblicalspirituality.org. 
Whitney writes: 

The great British Baptist preacher… 
Charles Spurgeon stressed the im-
portance [of the disciplines] this way: 

“I must take care above all that I culti-
vate communion with Christ, for 
though that can never be the basis of 
my peace—mark that—yet it will be 
the channel of it.” The channels of 
peace and all that Christ gives that 
lead us to holiness are the Spiritual 
Disciplines (pages 17–18).  

6. TO THE GOLDEN SHORE:  
THE LIFE OF ADONIRAM JUDSON
BY COURTNEY ANDERSON 
Judson Press (1987)

This is a full-length biography of Adoniram 
Judson, the American missionary to Burma. 
I have read it several times. Every time, I 
am awe-struck and moved by the power of 
the story and by the magnificent writing. 
Sadly, the author really dislikes the doc-
trine of the sovereignty of God. This 
doesn’t detract from the testimony of the 
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central amazing character (and his three 
incredibly godly and gifted wives). 

7. JONATHAN EDWARDS:  
A NEW BIOGRAPHY
BY IAIN H. MURRAY 
Banner of Truth (1987)

8. JONATHAN EDWARDS: A LIFE
BY GEORGE M. MARSDEN
Yale University Press (2003)

For many years Iain Murray’s biography of 
Jonathan Edwards was one of my favourite 
biographies. I returned to it often for a 
powerful account of God’s work in revival. 
But George Marsden’s 2003 biography is 
unrivalled for the way in which Edward’s 
life and ministry is placed in historical 
context. I have read it more than once, and 
will no doubt return to it again. Jonathan 
Edwards is one of the theologians who 
most rigorously explored the beauty of the 
Triune God, and Marsden powerfully de-
picts the development of Edward’s own 
spiritual experience.  

9. BROKENNESS: THE HEART THAT 
GOD REVIVES
BY NANCY LEIGH DE MOSS
NavPress (2002)

I have listened to the recording of Nancy 
Leigh de Moss delivering the address on 
which this book was based more times 

than I care to count. Her challenge: “Are 
you a proud or a broken person?” goes 
directly to the centre of selfishness and 
sin, and she brings in numerous biblical 
examples to illustrate the truth that God 
delights in a broken and a contrite heart. 
This is another book which I have read 
and re-read, given away and recommended.

10. ROYAL COMPANY: 
A DEVOTIONAL ON THE SONG 
OF SOLOMON
BY MALCOLM MACLEAN
Christian Focus (2012)

This book was published just this year, but 
I’ve already read it through twice, and will 
return to it again. It is a wonderful devo-
tional commentary on the Song of Songs. 
More or less, throughout church history, 
the Song has been interpreted as a picture 
of the love of God for his people, or Christ 
for his church. Only in the individualistic 
human-centred twentieth century did 
some evangelicals buy into the thinking 
that our own human happiness is centre-
stage in God’s purposes, and limit under-
standing of the Song to a purely human 
love song. This commentary is a glorious 
depiction of the love of Christ, and strong 
spiritual medicine.

COVER STORY

+ 5 daily helps 
Here are the books which, for 
many years, I’ve used most days 
alongside my Bible:

1. PRAISE: PSALMS, HYMNS  
AND SONGS FOR CHRISTIAN 
WORSHIP
Praise Trust (2000)

I love to begin each day by singing 
a Psalm. This contains beautiful 
renditions of every one of the 
Psalms, as well as a comprehen-
sive selection of traditional and 
contemporary hymns and songs.

2. OPERATION WORLD
EDITED BY JASON MANDRYK 
Bibilica Publishing (2010)

This is an indispensable guide to 
praying for world mission. There is 
a country for each day of the year, 
with up-to-date prayer points. 
Referring to this every day helps 
to keep a global perspective on 
the petition “Your Kingdom come.”

3. THE VALLEY OF VISION: 
A COLLECTION OF PURITAN 
PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS
EDITED BY ARTHUR BENNETT 
Banner of Truth (1975)

Wonderful God-centred prayers, 
which help lift my own often 
selfish and feeble prayers up to a 
higher level.

4. THE POWER OF A PRAYING 
WIFE & 5. THE POWER OF  
A PRAYING MOTHER 
BY STORMIE OMARTIAN
Harvest House (1997; 1995)

Of course I pray each day for my 
husband and children, but general 
prayers, or narrow “please help 
with the concerns of today” 
prayers aren’t enough. I have 
worked through these books daily, 
many times, as a way of ensuring 
that I pray longer-term strategic, 
specific and Scripture-focused 
prayers for my family. 
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BY MARK HUDSON // Many churches, especially 
newer ones, have incorporated outdoor signs to 
catch the attention of neighbours and people who 
pass by. Some include little sayings that are quite 
clever and pithy, while others have very little pith 
and should have remained securely out of public 

sight. Walking to school the other day, I saw one at a Pentecostal 
church that read, “Come on in, our church is prayer conditioned.” 
I chuckled as I walked by, amused by that little play on words, 
“prayer conditioned.” As I continued to walk, however, the state-
ment got me thinking, which is what all good advertising should 
do. For a brief moment I pondered just how prayer conditioned my 
church was, but my thinking quickly shifted to “self” and just how 
conditioned I was to pray. It became a long and challenging walk 
from that point on. 

Prayer is one of those cornerstone discussion and teaching 
issues that arise on a regular basis in a Christian’s life. We pray be-
fore, during and after services; we have meetings devoted to pray-
er; we are exhorted by church leaders and others to have a healthy 
prayer life; we may have family devotions that include prayer; we 
are sometimes told by others that they are praying for us, and the 
Bible addresses various aspects of prayer from Genesis to Revela-
tion. We all know God sees it as im-
portant; his Word tells us to literally, 
“pray without ceasing” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:17). Why, then, do so many 
struggle with making it a priority?

Among the many reasons people 
might give, I would like to focus on 
just one: We are simply not con-
vinced that prayer is really all that 
important. Haven’t we all attempted 
to prove this to ourselves at times? Some have gone days, weeks, 
sometimes months, without ever coming voluntarily to talk with 
the Lord, and life seems to carry on as usual. Perhaps a serious 
issue has arisen and we turned to prayer, almost as a last resort, but 
certainly not as a way of life. We’ve all played the part of the hyper-
Calvinist and presumed that God will get everything done without 
needing our intervention. Unfortunately, speaking to our Father is 
left to formal occasions, such as at church, and is largely taken care 
of by others on our behalf. We need to know that the Lord is sad-
dened by such a hands-off attitude and that he gives us his Word to 
get us to rethink our prayerlessness. To put it bluntly, those who 
find themselves in such a cold condition need to repent, turn and 
willingly embrace a spirit and attitude and habit of prayerfulness. 
Paul tells the Colossians: “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigi-
lant in it with thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2). How vigilant and 
how thankful do we plan to be? How ready are we to keep an open, 
running dialogue with the Lord on a daily basis? Prayer does not 
need to be formal, but it does need to be frequent and faithful. 
Prayer is our means of communing directly with the God of the 
universe. How can we “come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb-
rews 4:16) if not by prayer? Our needs are much greater than we 
know. Will we start to pray more, in light of that reality? 

| TEEN beat

IS PRAYER ALL 
THAT IMPORTANT?

How ready are we  
to keep an open,  
running dialogue 
with the Lord on a 
daily basis? Prayer 
does not need to be 
formal, but it does 
need to be frequent 
and faithful. 

| the ARTS

UNDERSTANDING 
ART

BY JEREMY JOHNSTON // For most families, a 
top ten list of “fun family outings” rarely includes a 
trip to the art gallery. Fine art is foreign to us, and 
art exhibits can seem confusing and even point-
less. Our confusion is further compounded when 
we ask, “What does this painting mean?” only to 

hear a cryptic response from the curator, “Don’t you see? The ques-
tion is the meaning…” Huh? Suddenly, stomachs start growling 
and families head to the food court; there they partake of a more 
accessible art form—the culinary arts (i.e., an overpriced lunch).

To begin making sense of all those rooms filled with paintings 
and sculptures, it is helpful to understand how art works. Generally 
speaking, there are three kinds of fine art: abstract art, representa-
tional art and symbolic art. We may prefer one kind of art over 
another, but it is important to note that all three categories have 
merit and have been used by God and his church over the centuries.

Abstract art is simply pure design; it represents nothing “tan-
gible” outside of itself. Modern abstract art, like Jackson Pollack’s 
splatter paintings, often draws from an impoverished worldview. 
This sort of abstract art venerates meaninglessness, chaos and fu-
tility, much to the chagrin of both Christians and uninitiated art 
enthusiasts. But abstract art can also be beautiful, like the design 
on a Persian rug, the decorative elements on an illuminated medi-
eval manuscript, the embroidery on a dress, or even the window 
pattern of a modern church building. On Noah’s ark or in Solo-
mon’s Temple, for example, many of the features were abstract, 
reflecting the beauty of design. Gene Edward Veith also notes that 
abstract art can convey “abstractions” such as power, order, beauty 
or glory. It is easy to “write off” abstract art as pointless; but with 
careful deliberation, there is often more than meets the eye.

Representational art, on the other hand, attempts to convey lit-
eral subjects—items such as the pomegranates, almond blossoms, 
lilies in Solomon’s Temple or the bulls supporting the bronze laver 
of the Tabernacle. Representational art can also portray super-
natural beings like the cherubim. This is the kind of art most 
people “get” because it literally represents something in the uni-
verse. It is, of course, impossible to create representational art de-
picting God, for art, even in all of its grandeur and beauty, cannot 
contain the infinite Creator (1 Kings 8:27–30). 

The third type of art is symbolic, which uses concrete elements 
to signify something else. Symbolism, in both fine art and literary 
art, has often been used to convey attributes and aspects of God. 
The Lion of Judah, for example, symbolizes the strength of Christ, 
whereas the Lamb of God symbolizes the sacrifice of Christ. Nei-
ther symbol is “representational” of Christ, but they symbolize his 
qualities. Because fine art is a visual medium, symbols are a power-
ful and necessary vehicle for conveying meaning. Dorothy Sayers 
observes that symbols “appeal to the imagination and to the intel-
lect. Interpreting a symbol demands more than finding a one-to-
one literal correspondence; it demands and offers a meditative 
process.” This means it will take time to understand what an artist 
is trying to accomplish with his or her work. So, the next time you 
are in the art gallery, take a lesson from the culinary arts: like good 
food, fine art should not be taken in quickly… Enjoy, savour and 
ruminate… and, pack a lunch. 
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| rewind

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN // Central to the con-
cerns of late-sixteenth- and seventeenth-century 
English Puritanism was a desire to recapture and 
experience a biblical piety in all of its Christological 
and pneumatological glory. Even during the 
waning of this movement in the final quarter of 

the seventeenth century, this passion was still evidently driving 
the Puritan mind and heart. In fact, it was during this period of 
decline that the English Puritans—now found mainly in 
Presbyterian, Congregationalist and Baptist chapels 
outside of the Church of England—made what 
Michael Watts has deemed to be “a major con-
tribution” to the history of Christian devo-
tion, namely, the introduction of the hymn 
into public worship. After the Scriptures, 
hymns have arguably been the foremost 
shaper of Christian thought and piety 
in the past three hundred years. 

One of the earliest hymnals was 
the Seventh Day Baptist Joseph Sten-
nett’s (1663–1713) Hymns in Com-
memoration of the Sufferings of Our 
Blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, Compos’d 
for the Celebration of His Holy Supper. 
First published in 1697, it was twice 
enlarged in new editions that ap-
peared in 1705 and 1709. Stennett was 
one of the most prominent pastors of his 
day. It says much for the general respect in 
which he was held, that an Anglican prelate 
once remarked that if Stennett were willing to 
relinquish his Baptist convictions and join the 
Established Church, no post within that Church 
would be beyond his merit. 

Stennett had received a superb education at Wallingford Gram-
mar School, Berkshire, which enabled him to become fluent in 
French and Italian and extremely proficient in the Hebrew and 
Greek Scriptures. Converted at a young age and with an early desire 
to be a theologian like his father, Edward Stennett, Joseph exten-
sively studied the church fathers and other significant theological 
literature. His education enabled him to serve as a tutor in London, 
where he moved in 1685, and where he joined Pinners’ Hall 
Seventh Day Baptist Church in the autumn of 1686. Two years 
later, Stennett was asked by the church to preach “every Sabbath 
when they had not assistance from any other church.” He was 
ordained on March 4, 1690. 

His hymnal reveals that, generally speaking, Stennett’s thinking 
about what is taking place at the Lord’s table is fully in line with 
the overall perspective of the Puritan tradition enshrined in the 
Westminster Confession. While Stennett can call the bread and 
wine “kind Memorials,” “proper Symbols” and “Figures,” he is also 
convinced that the presence of the risen Christ, who comes to 
the table by his “free Spirit,” makes the Lord’s Supper a place of 
spiritual nourishment. In particular, the Lord’s Supper is designed 
to provide participating believers with a fresh and powerful re-
minder that Christ’s death has sufficiently atoned for all of their 
sins: “…at thy Table we behold / Thy All-Sufficient Sacrifice.” In 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on hymns of the past

THE BEAUTY OF JESUS IN THE HYMNS OF JOSEPH STENNETT
another hymn, Stennett makes the same point this way:

O Prince of Peace, bless thou this Board
 With those sweet Smiles which Angels chear;
O give us Peace; and tell us, Lord,
 We’re pardoned, and accepted here.

This experience of God’s loving forgiveness at the table because 
of Christ’s atoning death should also overwhelm the be-

liever with wonder and lead to ardent re-dedication 
to Christ:

Thou art All Love, my dearest Lord,
     Thou art All Lovely too:

Thy Love I at thy Table taste,
 Thy Loveliness I view.

Thy Divine Beauty, veil’d with Flesh,
     Thy Enemies despise;
Thy mangled Body they disdain,
     And turn from Thee their Eyes.

But thou more Lovely art to me
     For all that thou hast borne;
Each Cloud sets off thy Lustre more,

 Thee all thy Scars adorn.

Thy Garments tinctur’d with thy Blood,
     The best and noblest Dye,

Out-shine the Robes that Princes wear; 
        Thy Thorns their Gems out-vie.

That I may be All Love to Thee,
 And Lovely like Thee too,

O cleanse me with thy Precious Blood,
 And me thy Beauty shew.

My former Vows I now renew:
 O Lord, as thou art Mine;
I freely give my Heart to Thee, 
 For ever I’ll be Thine.

At the Lord’s Supper, believers not only taste afresh the love of 
Christ, but they also see the beauty of their Saviour: “Thy Loveli-
ness I view.” While the beauty of Christ is tied to his cross-work of 
love for sinners—“thou more Lovely art to me / For all that thou 
hast borne”—it cannot be simply identified with this. Christ acts 
in love toward sinners because ultimately he is a person of “Divine 
Beauty,” One with a “sweet and Reverend Face.” This loveliness is 
veiled to his enemies; in fact, they despise his Person. His friends, 
though, not only see the Lord’s beauty at the Lord’s table, but they 
long to share in it. Hence, Stennett prays in the fifth stanza that he 
would be cleansed with Christ’s precious blood so that he might be 
lovely like Christ. May this indeed be our experience when we 
come to the Table of the Lord. 
[This article first appeared in Tabletalk (Ligonier Ministries, 2012), 
and is used by permission.] P
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Pleasures for 
evermore

“You have made known to me the path 
of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence, with eternal pleasures at your 
right hand” (Psalm 16:11).

You have never had a pleasure that last-
ed. You look forward to a great pleasure, 
and it comes, and then very soon it is 
gone and you can only look back on it. 
The very longest and most enjoyable day 
of your life came to an end, and you had 
to go to bed and know that is was over.

How different are the pleasures at 
God’s right hand! They are for evermore, 
you cannot get to the end of them, for 
they are eternal.

And it is not one pleasure only, but 
“pleasures,” as many as they are unend-
ing. Do you ever wonder what they will 
be? We cannot even guess at most of 
them; and if we thought and imagined 
the brightest and the best that we pos-
sibly could, we would still find, when we 
reached heaven, that God’s “pleasures” 
for us were so much greater and better 
than we thought.

We can tell a few things about them. 
They will be holy pleasures, never mixed 
with any sin. They will be perfect pleas-
ures, with nothing that will ever spoil or 
ruin them. They will be lasting pleas-
ures, for our text says so. They will be 
abundant pleasures, as many as we can 
possibly wish, for David says, “They 
feast on the abundance of your house; 
you give them drink from your river of 
delights” (Psalm 36:8). They will always 
be freshly flowing pleasures, for they 
will be a river, not a little pond. They will 
be pleasures given by God himself to us, 
for it does not say, “we will drink,” but 

“you give them drink from your river of 
delights.”

And all these eternal pleasures, God 
is preparing for you, if you are his child. 
Is he not good and kind? 

the kids PAGE |

DID YOU KNOW?
� �  The Jordan River flows 251 kms from the Hula Valley, above the sea of galilee, down into 
the dead sea. It was the place of various miracles in both the old and new testaments.

BIBLE FOCUS

God calls Joshua to be a leader
BY JANICE VAN ECK // Turn in your Bible to Joshua 1:1–9. This is the story of God’s call-
ing of Joshua to lead the people of Israel after Moses had died.

1. What was Joshua called by God to do that Moses wasn’t able to do (verse 2)?

2. Describe some of the promises that God gave to Joshua in verses 3–5?

3. In verse 8, what does God tell Joshua to “meditate on” or think about day and night?

4. God tells something to Joshua three times (verses 6, 7 and 9). What was it? 

Word search
careful
commanded
courageous
dead
dismayed
Euphrates
foot
frightened
God
Hittites
inherit
Israel
Jordan
Joshua
law
leader
Lord
meditate
Moses
river
strong
success
sun
wilderness

D E D N A M M O C C M A

E S E L R E U D S O W H

A U N N A D R O J U E I

D I E R Z I N H E R I T

D M T F E T G L E A D T

L O H S C A X D M G E I

U B G E U T A I P E Y T

F V I S O E S W U O A E

E D R O L U A P I U M S

R W F M C L H O H S S T

A E L C E R I S R U I R

C R E A A N O M E M D O

E S R T W J V A V I O N

S S E N R E D L I W U G

I S O U T O M E R S L A



14 // BARNABAS // SUMMER 2012

P
H

O
T

O
: 

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 P
E

T
E

R
 R

Y
T

T
E

R
S

G
A

A
R

D

| Q&A

Q I first met you at the be-
ginning of your ministry 
when you were the as-
sistant pastor alongside 
Norman Street at Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church, 

Toronto, back in the late ’80s. It’s encouraging 
to see you continuing to serve so faithfully, and 
joyfully, after all these years! How long have 
you been at Bath Road Baptist in Kingston?
A. I came to Kingston in 1991, so it’s over 
twenty years now! (Before me, it was Pas-
tor Carl Muller.) 
Q. Can you give a little synopsis of the church 
(ie. number of members, types of ministries, 
programs, other staff, etc.)?
A. The church has around 150–160 in at-
tendance on a Sunday morning. Our Sun-
day morning worship starts with a Trinitar-
ian hymn and has a blend of songs and 
hymns which we feel are honouring to the 
Lord. The morning message is usually 35–
45 minutes (I’m quite sure most would say 
I’m rarely below the longer end of that 
range), and usually I do a series. In the 
evening I have been doing a College and 
Careers Bible study, and so different men 
from the church have been doing the bulk 
of the preaching at the evening service, as it 
runs concurrently. On Wednesday nights 
we have our family night, with a nursery-to-
adults program (and everyone inbetween) 
and usually have a couple of different Bible 
studies for the adults to choose from.

We have a full-time associate pastor, Ste-
phen Ahlberg, who has recently come to 

help with children’s and youth programs 
and College and Careers. He will also help 
with the general pastoral needs of the 
church. Pastor John Downs works part time 
in ministering to our seniors. Mrs. Debbie 
Emigh works half time, and does a wonder-
ful job of keeping the Spurgeon Ministries 
organized, answering phones and emails, 
and a host of other things. We also have a 
few other part-time staff who help with 
running the office, administration, clean-
ing and ministry to young families. 

As a missions ministry, the church has 
Spurgeon Ministries, which publishes over 
5,000 sermons each month that go to about 
50 countries around the world. (This started 
in Cambridge back when dinosaurs roamed 
the earth, maybe the early ’80s?)
Q. Peter, you’ve just returned from another 
trip to Malawi, Africa. What were you doing 
there, and is this an ongoing commitment that 
you have?
A. The first time I went to Malawi was 13 or 
14 years ago, and we have been involved ever 
since. Spurgeon Ministries financially spon-
sors a small Bible college there for giving 
solid grounding to the pastors of the Evan-
gelical Baptist Church of Malawi, a group of 
about 270, mostly rural, churches.

We also have a great “Goat Program,” 
which is a James 1:27 ministry. We have a 
Malawian man who organizes the poorest 
widows into groups of 10 to 12 through the 
local churches. They are taught to micro 
bank amongst themselves, how to take and 
repay micro loans, how to raise goats and 

other ways they can earn enough money to 
look after the needs of themselves and 
their families. We then buy them a goat 
and teach them to raise goats. We have 
over 60 of these groups now with over 600 
families. According to the Malawian or-
ganizer there are about 3,000–4,000 
people benefitting from the program at 
this point. A number of these ladies re-
ceived their goats 3–4 years ago and have 
never needed another dollar of help, but 
are able to send their kids to school, buy 
seed and fertilizer at planting time and 
look after their family’s needs.

We have also bought motorcycles to en-
able the busiest pastors, helped put steel 
roofs on church buildings, given monthly 
support to different ones, preached regu-
larly in their churches and at conferences, 
etc. They have become very good friends 
and dear brothers and sisters in Christ over 
the years.

Bethesda Baptist Church (Delhi) has 
also been a major contributor over the last 
couple of years, being a major sponsor of 
the new college building, completely sup-
porting a number of the key Malawian 
leaders, buying Bibles and bicycles for pas-
tors and evangelists, and each month con-
tributing finances for the goat project. 
Lord willing, Pastor Stephen Kring will be 
one of the featured speakers at the Pastor’s 
Conference in Malawi in 2013, and his 
wife Cheryl will be involved with the con-
current conference for the wives of pastors 
and evangelists. 

This year Malawi has been hit with se-
vere drought in some areas, and we are 
trying to raise money to get each of the 
pastors a goat so they can start to raise 
them and look after their own needs a lit-
tle more easily. It’s rather staggering to me, 
but also rather encouraging, that one gift 
of 80 bucks can stabilize a poor family for 
years to come! If you have a few extra 
bucks Janice…

[laughs] Peter, that sounds like such a great 
project to be a part of! It’s exciting just hear-
ing about how you are strengthening the 
church and helping in such practical ways.
Q. Kingston is home to one of Canada’s most 
notorious federal penitentiaries. Is the church 

peter ryttersgaard, pastor of Bath Road Baptist Church, 
Kingston, ON, talks to janice van eck about church life, 
ministry—and goats and motorcycles—in Malawi, how God 
saved a rebel like him and the blessing of his family.

5 THINGS ABOUT PETER…
1 Peter and Melanie have 3 children and love being grandparents of  

Poppy (1.5 years) and ??? to arrive in July.
2 Peter loves deer hunting each fall with his son David, and some other 

Christian men. 
3 Peter loves lemon pie and hates cooked carrots.
4 Peter loves STRONG coffee and thinks it is the only way it should be 

drunk. (Tim Horton’s is fine in a pinch but a little on the weak side.)
5 Peter loves watching football, especially CFL. He is also one of those 

strange creatures who hopes he lives long enough to see the Toronto 
Maple Leafs win the Stanley Cup!
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involved in any outreach or ministry work 
with inmates?
A. We have had varying degrees of involve-
ment with the penitentiaries in the Kings-
ton area. It is difficult to get into them un-
less invited by a prisoner. Through the 
years though a chaplain, John Downs, has 
been a member of our church and has had 
us involved in services at the prisons and 
has also had prisoners on temporary leave 
at our church services. Right now, we have 
members of our congregation involved in 
prison ministry, and so we continue some 
involvement. There have been times when 
we have seen the Lord do a very obvious 
work of conversion in some of these men.
Q. Queen’s University, Royal Military College 
and St. Lawrence College are nearby. What 
kinds of special challenges/blessings/oppor-
tunities does this provide for the church?
A. We have had varying levels of participa-
tion in our College and Careers Bible study 
from all three institutions. It has been a 
blessing through the years to be able to 
help some students get through these 
critical years with their faith intact and 
even thriving. One of the blessings through 
the years has been to see some really good 
Christian marriages come out of this group. 
Our new associate pastor, Stephen Ahlberg, 
will be devoting a number of hours a week 
to the student ministry.
Q. Can you share about your conversion and 
how God worked in your life?

A Mine was a “Damascus 
Road” sort of conversion. 
I was brought up in a 
Christian home and was 
well grounded in the 
gospel, both at home and 

in church. In my teens, I rejected every-
thing to do with Christianity, immersing 
myself in drinking, drugs and all that ac-
companies that lifestyle. I was kicked out 
of school, had skirmishes with the law and 
lived on my own on and off from the age of 
15. At age 21, I was not seeking God nor 
wanting to be right with him. On the day I 
was converted, I woke in the morning with 
absolutely not a mustard seed of interest in 
spiritual things. That evening, the Lord 
brought me under tremendous conviction 
of sin while I was drinking. I called my 
uncle, a Baptist minister in Vancouver, and 
met him in front of his church late in the 
evening. We talked together and prayed 
together, and I asked the Lord Jesus to save 
me from my sin. 

The Lord had brought about a new birth, 
and I really had new desires, like hating my 
sin and loving what was right, a desire to 
honour God with my speech, a desire to 

read his Word, I wanted to be with other 
Christians. The morning after my conver-
sion, my knees hit the floor before my feet 
did, as I wanted to talk to the Lord about 
the day ahead (and the life ahead). 

I am really thankful to the Lord for sav-
ing someone as stubborn and rebellious as 
me. After all these years of walking with 
the Lord, I am equally as thankful for the 
truth of Philippians 1:6, that he continues 
working in those he saves.

It is encouraging to hear your testimony 
once again—God works in such varied ways 
and in such seemingly “impossible” situations. 
I’m sure it will encourage many to read that. 
And, yes, he keeps on working on us… 
Q. You’ve been married to Melanie for 28 
years now. Tell us a little bit about your family.
A. Melanie and I have three children. Our 
oldest, Jonathan, is married to a wonderful 
Christian named Melanie, and they serve 
the Lord together in Peterborough where 
Jonathan is an associate pastor. Our mid-
dle child is Rebecca, and she is married to 
an officer in the Canadian armed forces 
named Jonathan. They are members of the 
SGF church in Oromocto. Our youngest 
son, David, is still single and is a member 

of our church in Kingston. I count Melanie 
as the greatest gift the Lord ever gave me 
other than all that he gave me in drawing 
me to himself!
Q. Now a few short questions: What is your 
favourite book other than the Bible?
A. I have really enjoyed the tremendous 
insights and illustrations of Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress and would count it as my favourite.
Q. What book of the Bible are you preaching 
through right now?
A. Recently I have been preaching through 
the seven churches addressed in Revela-
tion 2 and 3.
Q. Peter, what kinds of things can Barnabas 
readers pray for you and Bath Road?
A. (i) That we would truly prosper spiritu-
ally; (ii) that we would grow through con-
versions and through God adding to this 
church the gifts that are needed for build-
ing it up; (iii) that the Lord would bless 
with more finances so that we would have 
more to give away, especially to Malawi. 

� Discover more about Peter Ryterrsgaard 
and Bath Road Baptist Church in 

Kingston by visiting them in person, or 
online at: www.bathroadbaptist.com.
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