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LIfe In tHe SPIrIt 
Various SGF pastors

PaUL: 
cHrISt’S 
Man In LIfe 
or DeatH

eVenInG SeSSIonS

Evening speaker 

StePHen reeS is a Welshman who has 
lived in England for most of his life. He has 
pastored Grace Baptist Church, Stockport, 
(near Manchester) since the church was 
founded in 1984. He is married to Anne 
and they have four children between the 
ages of three and eight.

MornInG SeSSIonS

For accommodation information and online registration

A Christian camp experience 
for the whole family!
As it has for over 30 years, the Carey continues  
to be a blessing for attendees of all ages.  
A well-balanced combination of Spirit-anointed  
preaching, worship, opportunities for uplifting 
fellowship, children’s classes, activities and  
restful family vacation time serve to make this 
week a highlight of the summer. 

Join us at the 2012 Carey Family Conference! 

Braeside Pentecostal Camp
110 East River Road, Paris, ON N3L 3E1
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| EDITORIAL

T his is the thirteenth issue of Barnabas, and we 
are entering our fourth year of publishing. God 
has been faithful, in “small” things, like keeping 
this little magazine going, and in “big” things, 
like sustaining the universe, saving men, women 
and children, in caring for his people. We have 
an incredibly compassionate and generous God.

The impetus to stop and reflect comes most often at mile-
stones in our lives—a pivotal birthday, a special anniversary, 
completing university—or in very difficult times—the death of 
a loved one, dealing with grievous sin, experiencing intense 
suffering or pain. To be honest, I wish I stopped to reflect more 
often. In the complexities of life, in the insatiable and daily multi-
media barrage on my attention, some weeks I feel as though I 
have stopped and stilled my heart very little to consider the 
Lord’s goodness to me.

This is not a new problem. How many times in the Old 
Testament are the Israelites called to stop and remember what 
the Lord has done for them?—to consider, to remember, to reflect, 
to still their hearts, to be changed by that studied reflection on 
the faithfulness and goodness of God—a God whose character 
doesn’t change with our life circumstances, a God whose heart 
is open to his people, whose ears hear their prayers, whose 
presence is always with his children and who daily pours 
blessings on their lives.

It is interesting to observe the present fascination with The Book 
of Awesome and The Book of Even More Awesome by Neil Pasricha 
and the recent Christian title, One Thousand Gifts by Ann Voskamp, 
books essentially calling the reader to consider the small joys of 
everyday life. It’s an interesting phenomenon in an adventure-
seeking, largely thrill-obsessed culture. 

Neil Pasricha’s #2 in the “awesome” lineup is “Remembering 
how lucky we are to be here right now” where he basically says 
what an amazing fluke it is that you ended up as a human, on an 
earth that supports life; you’ve got a hundred years—enjoy them. 

“Life is so great that we only get a tiny moment to enjoy every-
thing we see. And that moment is right now. And that moment 
is counting down. And that moment is always, always fleeting.” 
Or #4, “Today. Today’s the greatest day you’ve ever lived. Today’s 
the only day you’ve ever lived. The past is gone, the future is far, 
nothing else matters, except where you are.” Quite frankly, this 
sounds like vacuous nonsense, and it’s obvious why. Pasricha 
doesn’t acknowledge the truly awesome God of the universe, the 
Giver of “every good and perfect gift,” the One who gives meaning 
and purpose to life now and offers the hope of eternal life, the 
Source of all our daily blessings.

Pasricha’s website and books are stirring that deeply ingrained 
awareness in our souls to acknowledge even the small blessings 
we enjoy. But, acknowledging the gift without acknowledging the 
Giver is to put the one above the other. It is the awesome God of 
the universe who is pouring his grace in numberless blessings on 
our lives every day. Psalm 107:8 says, “Let them give thanks to the 
Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind.”

What about you? When you experience God’s faithfulness, or 
appreciate the simple things in your day—an exquisite flower, a 
finely brewed cappuccino or the last day of school—do you 
express thanksgiving to God?

GOD IS DOING great things for Grimsby Bible Church. God 
has reminded us that he is Jehovah Jireh who provides for  
his people. 

The story of God’s provision for Grimsby Bible Church be-
gins a few years ago when we began to pray for another 
venue to hold our church services. We were running out of 
room at the hall we were renting and realized that there 
weren’t many great options out there. So, we kept praying. 

Meanwhile, over the summer of 2011, I was wrestling with 
whether or not I should attend the Grimsby Ministerium meet-
ings in the fall. After much prayer and godly counsel, I decided 

NEW BUILDING 
FOR GRIMSBY 
BIBLE CHURCH

CELEBRATING: (top) Pastor David and Emily Ens; (above) SGF 
coordinator Mark Hudson and member Rick Thibault, outside 
Grimsby Bible Church’s newly acquired building on Park Road.

Janice Van Eck
Editor
janicevaneck@rogers.com
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Campus Crusade for Christ, Canada, recorded the Jesus film; 
New Tribes developed the Firm Foundations Bible survey 
course; Scripture Gift Mission printed copies of extracts from 
Luke’s Gospel; Audio Scripture Ministries recorded the Kim-
wani New Testament —these are some of the partners and 
members of “the Mwani team” who have given themselves 
since 1989 to bring the kingdom of God among the Mwani of 
northern Mozambique. Missionaries 
with Africa Inland Mission and Wyc-
liffe have lived with the Mwani, show-
ing the love of Christ and presenting 
the gospel daily with their lives.  

I (June Dickie) have been part of the 
Mwani team for the past seventeen 
years, and it has been an amazing ex-
perience to see the Lord bring along 
the right people at just the right time. Back in the early days, 
I felt the need to dub one of the Scripture films, but the cost 
of bringing out technicians from the USA was prohibitive. 
Then, Campus Crusade for Christ, Canada, approached us, 
and offered to pay all expenses to record the Jesus film in 
Kimwani. Not long after, one of the missionaries came across 
a brightly-coloured booklet presenting the gospel. When ap-
proached, the publishers offered to print a Kimwani version 
at a subsidized rate—even removing a dog (offensive to Mus-
lims) from the cartoon drawings. 

We have been blessed! Yes, there have been trials, and these 
have usually preceded a new level of anointing and blessing. 
The event that stands out most to me in this regard is my 
journey back to Mozambique after my first furlough. This is 
often a time of great spiritual warfare, with many missionaries 
not returning to the field after their first furlough. I certainly 
experienced the enemy trying to discourage and distract! 
While driving alone in my old Land Rover, I had three mech-
anical breakdowns in one day! This was in Zimbabwe, with 
long stretches of “nothingness,” and yet, each time, the Lord 
undertook and provided someone to help. Later that day I 
was robbed of two computers, a printer, all my money and my 
documents. Over the next days there were further problems 
but, through it all, the Lord gave an incredible joy and peace. 
I still look to that journey as the best I have ever had! 

Now, as we approach the completion of this stage of the 
translation of the Scriptures, we have much cause for thanks-
giving—looking back on the Lord’s amazing faithfulness and 
keeping-power, and looking forward to the new opportunities 
he continues to provide. In particular, we are excited about the 
advent of AudioBibles, which we hope to place in homes and 
villages across the language area. We have already heard of 
groups on remote islands listening to the Scriptures, and others 
sitting spellbound in jail cells—confined and yet learning to be 
free! There is a growing hunger for the Truth. Pray that this will 
increase, and that the hungry will find the Bread of Life.

—June Dickie, Wycliffe Bible Translators, South Africa; edited 
by Susan Seiler, Wycliffe Bible Translators, Canada

to be part of this group in a limited way. I attended my first 
ministerium meeting in September, and it was there that I 
learned from the Anglican minister that their church would be 
voting on whether or not to dissolve the congregation. Had I 
missed this meeting, it would be highly unlikely that we would 
be in the building today—that was a big lesson for me in 
understanding the importance of obedience to the prompt-
ings God lays on our hearts. The vote to dissolve did take 
place at the end of October, and after much waiting and test-
ing of patience, on January 12, 2012, we heard that the Angli-
can Diocese had decided to sell the building. 

When God calls you to move, it is time to move quickly. 
Within the span of six weeks, we put in an offer, finalized the 
offer, raised nearly $40,000, secured a mortgage, and voted 
to lift the condition of financing on the offer. As some of you 
well know, for a Baptist church to move that quickly is a mir-
acle in itself! The closing date was March 16, and our first ser-
vice was March 25. It has been clear to us that God really 
wanted us in this building.

It is also very exciting that on April 15, 2012, we celebrated 
the fifth anniversary of our church! Praise the Lord! God has 
been so good to us, and we are looking forward to how we 
can use this building for his glory to minister to many others 
in Grimsby.—David Ens, Grimsby Bible Church is now located 
at 377 Park Road North, Grimsby, ON.

MWANI CORNER

NEWSBYTES
+ Joshua Press, Kitchener, ON
Joshua Press has totally revamped their website. Check 
out their new look—and discover some great books—at: 
www.joshuapress.com.

+ Toronto Baptist Seminary, Toronto, ON
Registrar Keith Edwards will be visiting churches in 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and B.C. in late May 
and June. Pray that he would make some good contacts 
with churches and prospective students. 

+ Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON
Grace Bible Church has been able to finish repairs on 
their basement (after the sewage flood), and Sunday 
School and other regular activities were able to resume 
in March. Their monthly community dinners (Sept—May) 
have been great avenues of contact into the community. 
They will host Vacation Bible School from August 13 to 17.

+ Grace Fellowship Church East, Don Mills, ON
Paul McDonald is heading up “Continue the Increase” 
—a street evangelism project in Toronto. Visit his blog  
to join in or to find out more: www.goodnewsfortoronto.
wordpress.com.

+ Bath Road Baptist Church, Kingston, ON
Bath Road Baptist is presently installing 48 250-watt 
solar panels on their roof. The idea began with two 
members who had just graduated from Queen’s with 
engineering degrees. The energy generated will be sold 
back to the grid with expenses recouped in 5 to 7 years.

news & EVENTS |

REACHING OUT 
TO THE MWANI
MISSIONARY WORK SINCE 1989
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GUEST COLUMN

A VOW TO 
CHERISH
BY DALE NEVELIZER // Recently, a prominent televangelist sug-
gested that divorcing a spouse who has Alzheimer’s disease is justi-
fiable on the grounds that it is a kind of death. Really?! Whatever 
happened to, “for better or for worse, in sickness and in health, till 
death do us part”?

The movie, A Vow to Cherish (1999), draws a different conclusion. 
It is about a middle-aged couple whose world is rocked when the 
wife is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. As the husband loses connec-
tion with the woman that he married and is tempted by the friend-
ship of a younger woman, he struggles with the meaning of the 
commitment and vows that he had made years before. Then he 
remembers that love never forgets.

First Corinthians 13 is known as the “love chapter” of the Bible 
and is often quoted in Christian and secular weddings alike. Love 
is God’s gracious gift to us and is a blessing as long as it is not ex-
changed for lust, which is self-centred and results in broken hearts 
and lives. Referring back to creation for his definition of marriage, 
Christ taught the abiding nature of love in Matthew 19:4–6: 

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the 
Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this rea-
son a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? So they are no 
longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let man not separate.”
 
Marriage is a commitment of love. Although in a fallen world 

God allows for divorce and remarriage in cases of unfaithfulness or 
if an unbeliever deserts a believer, this was not God’s original plan 
for marriage. God intended marriage to be a covenant relationship 
of committed love between one man and one woman for life before 
the Fall and “till death do us part” after the Fall. 

“Falling in (and out of) love” is not compatible with the uncon-
ditional and eternal nature of God’s love. God is the ultimate lover 
who commits himself to his people. In the Old Testament, God 
instructed the prophet Hosea to marry the prostitute Gomer. In 
spite of the fact that the prophet had every right to divorce his wife 
on the grounds of infidelity, he exposed himself to heartache and 
disease because his love was committed to her. The prophet stands 
as an object lesson of God’s love for sinners like us. It was not our 
loveliness or faithfulness that won God’s heart, but according to 
Romans 5:8, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Not only that, but God is 
faithful to his covenant and has promised in Hebrews 13:5 to never 
leave us or forsake us.

Sadly, couples too often divorce simply because they have al-
ready “checked out” of the marriage. After working with the elder-
ly, one thing is certain: we really do not know what love is unless 
our vow to cherish means that we are willing to toilet and diaper 
the person that we married. After all, is that not what our Bride-
groom has done for us, according to Ephesians 5:25, as his com-
mitted, exclusive and sacrificial love led him to redeem us with his 
own blood? 

Whether married, widowed, divorced, separated or single, you 
can trust the One who is a Husband to the husbandless and a 
Father to the fatherless. 

MAY 26, 2012 
CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Topic: 1600s to the present
Speaker: Dr. Michael Haykin
Cost: $10
Held at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church, Sarnia
sovereigngracesarnia.com

MAY 26–27, 2012 
PILGRIM BAPTIST  
FELLOWSHIP MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE
Time: Sat. 5 p.m.  
(Middle eastern meal plus 
missions presentations); 
Sun. 10:30 a.m.; 6 p.m.
If coming for meal, RSVP 
Louisa at 905-318-6494.
Held at Pilgim Baptist 
Fellowship, Ancaster, ON 
Meets at HDCHS.

MAY 27, 2012 
SGF PULPIT EXCHANGE
Brian Robinson will speak 
at Trinity Baptist Church, 
Burlington, and Carl Muller 
will speak at Faith Baptist 
Church, Scarborough, ON

MAY 29–31, 2012 
GOSPEL COALITION 
CONFERENCE (CANADA)
Topic: The priority of  
the gospel
Main speakers: Don Carson, 
John Neufeld, David Short, 
Stephen Um
Held at Heritage College & 
Seminary, Cambridge, ON
For costs and registration:
thegospelcoalition.org

JUNE 4–6, 2012 
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE
Main speaker: Dr. Daniel 
Akin, president of SEBTS
Held at Countryside Camp, 
Cambridge, ON. For more 
details and to register, see
gracepastorsfellowship.com

AUGUST 18–24, 2012 
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Evening sessions: Paul—
Christ’s man in life or death
Speaker: Stephen Rees
Morning sessions: various 
SGF pastors speaking on 
the Holy Spirit
Don’t miss this opportunity 
for great ministry, fellow-
ship, sports & programs for 
all ages—make “the Carey”  
a part of your summer 
2012 plans! Sola Scriptura 
will once again be on site 
with a selection of books.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Registration and 
accommodation info:
www.careyconference.net

SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 
TBS FALL SEMESTER 
REGISTRATION
Registration day for full or 
part-time students in day 
classes (Note: application 
deadline is August 15).
Toronto Baptist Seminary & 
Bible College, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

| news & EVENTS 
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 N ot many people pro-
fess to be Christians, 
and of those who do 
how many are genu-
ine? What indica-
tions do we look for 
to see if faith is real? 

There are those who would tell us that 
there are two kinds of Christians, some 
who show their faith by holy lives, and 
others who do not. Some put it a different 
way: some Christians have accepted Jesus 
as Lord, but others have only gone as far as 
accepting him as Saviour. There are other 
variations on the theme. 

Why do people teach these things? The 
main reason is that there are people who 
once professed faith in Christ but have 
since lost all interest in spiritual things, 
and yet many of them still profess to be 
Christians. How do we regard them? As 
weak Christians, as backslidden Christians, 
or as unconverted? Just to give some sub-
stance, I once heard a preacher say that 
you can trust in Christ for salvation today; 
fall away tomorrow; live the rest of your 
life in sin, but you will still go to heaven. 
The rationale behind this thinking may be 
to protect the doctrine of salvation by faith 
alone, but it assumes that one can believe 
in Christ without having any change in be-
haviour. How do we respond to this line of 
teaching? First, we will show that this 
teaching is unbiblical. Second, we will 
examine two objections to our position. 
Third, we will show the devastating effects 
of the teaching.

1. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES
The Bible teaches that true faith in Christ 
will transform the life of a believer.

(i) James 2:14: James asks a rhetorical 
question: “If a man claims to have faith but 
has no deeds, can such faith save him?” 
The obvious answer is “no.” Verse 26 makes 
it clear, “Faith without deeds is dead.”

(ii) Hebrews 12:14: The writer says, 
“Without holiness no one will see the Lord.” 
Lack of holiness does not mean less re-
wards for the believer, it means no salva-
tion. Such people will not see the Lord; 
they will not be in heaven.

(iii) Ephesians 5:5–6: Paul writes, “No 
immoral, impure or greedy person…has 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God.” That is not to say that people 

cannot fall into these sins and repent, but 
those whose lifestyle is of that nature will 
not inherit the kingdom. 

2. OBJECTIONS 
(i) It undermines grace. If salvation is by 
grace through faith, then to insist on holi-
ness is to add works to faith. But the works 
we insist upon are not the basis of salvation 
but the evidence of salvation. We are saved 
by grace alone through faith alone, but that 
faith invariably leads to a holy life. As Paul 
says, we are “created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works” (Ephesians 2:10). 

(ii) The chief objection is that there are 
believers who don’t live holy lives—at least 
they are called believers. We all know 
people who once professed faith in Christ, 
seemed to do well for a while, but then fell 
away. Some would assume they are Chris-
tians because they believed. It is clear from 
Scripture that more than intellectual faith 
is necessary for salvation. In John 8:30 we 
read of those who put their faith in Jesus, 
but before the end of the chapter those 
very people tried to stone him. What kind 
of faith was that? 

When we see people who profess, then 
fall away permanently, or who profess but 
do not live holy lives, we must follow 
Scripture and conclude that these are not 
true believers. We should add that true 
Christians do not live perfect lives, for that 
would exclude us all; but true believers 
sincerely seek to please the Lord.

3. THE DANGERS OF BELIEVING 
THAT UNGODLY PEOPLE CAN BE 
CHRISTIANS
(i) It gives people a false assurance. Some-
one may have made a profession of faith 
twenty years ago. They have shown no 

spiritual interest for more than ninteen 
years, but at the beginning they were as-
sured that they were children of God. I 
might add briefly that while we may assure 
someone that true faith in Christ brings 
salvation, we should be very cautious 
about assuring individuals that they are 
children of God because of a profession. If 
people show no holiness of life, have no 
spiritual appetites yet are convinced they 
are Christians, they are in the gravest dan-
ger. It is like a blind man crossing a bridge 
after a storm, who does not realize that the 
centre of the bridge has been washed out. 
It is only a few steps to disaster.

Is there someone reading this who is 
relying on a profession made years ago, but 
presently has no vital interest in the gospel 
of Christ and does not delight to obey the 
Lord? Or perhaps you have a friend or 
loved one who once professed but now has 
no spiritual interest. You are reluctant to 
face up to the fact that they are not a true 
believer, and hence do not warn them of 
their danger. A correct understanding of 
their plight should help you to be of the 
maximum help to them.

(ii) It fills our churches with unbelievers. 
A few generations ago there was a general 
expectation in evangelical churches that 
people should live holy lives: that they 
should attend the meetings; that they 
should be faithful in family and private de-
votions. Today it may be a hope, but it is 
hardly an expectation. There are large 
numbers who only attend meetings once a 
week. Family devotions are non-existent; 
private devotions are rare; financial com-
mitment is pathetic; lifestyle is little dif-
ferent from the world. These people are 
labelled “weak Christians,” whereas if we 
upheld biblical standards we shouldn’t re-
gard them as Christians at all. 

What is the answer? We all need to pray 
that God would visit our churches power-
fully. Preachers need to make clear the 
true transforming nature of conversion. 
We who have professed faith in Christ 
need to examine ourselves to see whether 
our faith is genuine. Is your faith real? 
Not just in the head but in the heart also? 
Can others see that the gospel has changed 
you radically and that you follow the Lord 
Jesus with a true desire to please him in 
everything? May God grant that to be true 
of us all. 

Being a true Christian means a changed life. BY ROGER FELLOWS

IS YOUR FAITH REAL?
SPOTLIGHT
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a) Introduction: short-termism
Over the past four decades the preoccupation with short-term re-
sults over against long-term impact has intensified throughout 
much of the developed world. We see this short-term focus in the 
area of finance and the capital markets, the focus of this article, 
but we also see it in all areas of social life. Anyone who has fol-
lowed the debates on family, education, health care, pensions and 
government social and fiscal policies in general, can draw the con-
clusion that short-termism, or conversely a lack of long-term think-
ing, within a fixed moral framework, has seeped into all aspects of 
our culture.

This should come as no surprise to Christians. Why should we 
expect people to think long term and make self-sacrificing and 
intergenerational decisions when there is very little consensus on 
what is right and wrong? In rejecting the Bible as our basis for 
moral authority, we are left drifting aimlessly in a sea of moral 
relativism. In our places of learning, our leading academics have 
the audacity to promulgate the notion that truth does not exist, 
despite the self-refuting nature of that statement. Notwithstand-
ing their alleged tolerance of ideas, they judge, in absolute terms, 
anything they do not agree with, especially if it has anything to do 
with the Bible and the Christian gospel.

But each of us knows that a culture or community of nations 
that does not and cannot make moral judgements, and has jetti-
soned both its willingness to discern truth and its agreed answer 
to the question of the purpose of life, is living under the shadow of 
nihilism. As Christopher Dawson stated, “A society that has no 
end beyond its own satisfaction is a monstrosity, a cancerous 
growth which will ultimately destroy itself.” All false ideas have, as 
their end, devastating consequences. The rejection of Christ and 

his Word, as the foundation for our ethics and epistemology, is re-
ducing our culture and economy to ruins. 

One of the greatest blights on our economy today is the massive 
and unthinkable amount of debt that has been amassed within our 
global financial system over the past forty-plus years. It is not an 
exaggeration to state that outsized selfishness and greed, along 
with the arrogant disregard for the most basic economic princi-
ples, has placed our global economy at great risk. I will discuss 
some aspects of this risk and how we can begin to de-risk this 
explosive situation.

b) Global debt
The current level of global debt is now in excess of US$210 trillion 
(3 times global GDP [Gross Domestic Product]). Over the past ten 
years alone we have witnessed a 150 per cent increase in the level 
of global debt. This does not include unfunded liabilities/entitle-
ments, such as pension and healthcare promises, which are esti-
mated to measure in excess of $175 trillion. Unfunded refers to the 
fact that these promises have been made without setting aside any 
money to pay for them. The numbers are so large that they are dif-
ficult to fathom, particularly for the average person, who has little 
understanding of modern finance and economics. Never has so 
much debt been amassed in relation to the size of the economy, 
and we are now living in the midst of the biggest debt bubble in the 
history of the world. 

1. INDIVIDUAL DEBT
Over the past number of decades, individual and family debt has 
skyrocketed. In a culture dominated by short-termism and a lack 

Global debt, 
instability 
and the way 
forward
BY JONATHAN WELLUM

“The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be 
refilled, public debt should be reduced, the arrogance of 
officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the 
assistance to foreign lands should be curtailed lest Rome 
become bankrupt. People must again learn to work, 
instead of living on public assistance.” 

—Cicero (55 b.c.)

COVER STORY
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of meaning and truth, it doesn’t take long for the underlying val-
ues of personal gain and materialism to take control. But, as we all 
know, the belief that my lifestyle and accumulation of things 
comes first, regardless of its impact on others, including the next 
generation, is self-destructing. For our culture, success = things. 
The greater the perceived success, the more things you must have, 
even when you can’t afford them! In Canada, the average family 
debt in relation to income has tripled during the past forty years. 

It is important to point out that the standard of living for the 
average family in the developed world has not increased materially 
during the past four decades. Four important factors have put 
more “material things” in our hands, but all are short-term factors 
that are about to reverse. The four factors are: greater dependence 
on government programs, double incomes (male and female), 
fewer children and the greater use of debt at lower and lower 
interest rates. 

2. DEMOGRAPHICS
One of the major challenges facing the developed world is our 
devastating demographics. The base replacement rate for a society 
is 2.1 children per woman. There are now very few countries in 
the world anywhere near 2.1. In fact, the countries with the worst 
debt situations outside of the USA are averaging approximately 1.3 
children per women. This means that 100 grandparents will result 
in 38 grandkids. With the outrageous entitlement promises (pen-
sions and healthcare benefits), along with the massive debt out-
standing, national governments will be forced to default on their 
debt and promises. You simply cannot drop fertility rates and 
maintain the illusion of a social welfare state. 

China, often touted as the economy of the future, has the worst 
demographic profile of all time! Due to their “one child per family” 
policy that began in 1979, by 2024 China will hit a demographic 
wall without historical precedent. This will have an enormous 
impact on the global economy. 

Economies that do not encourage family formation and procre-
ation as prescribed by the Scriptures will not survive. Again, as 
Christians, this should come as no surprise. Abortion, homosexu-
ality, family breakdown, lack of interest in children and the rejec-
tion of truth, can only lead to one thing: the judgement of God in 
history and societal collapse. 

3. GOVERNMENT DEBT—INSTABILITY, RISK AND 
EXTREME DISHONESTY
(i) Keynesian Economics
Within the study of economics there is a widespread belief in what 
is called Keynesian Economics, named after the famed economist 
John Maynard Keynes. In a nutshell, Keynes believed in a large 
and intrusive state that should step in and out of the economy in 
order to smooth out the ups and downs of the typical business 
cycle. Unfortunately, governments by their nature have no inter-
est in contracting in size once they get entrenched in the economy. 
Governments only know how to grow until they take the whole 
economy down with them. We are now approaching that point. 
More government spending supported by more debt is producing 
virtually no net increase in our GDP, which is signaling the begin-
ning of the end for our debt-ridden economies in the West. 

(ii) Entitlements
Christians should realize that there are no such things in this 
world as “entitlements” when it comes to the state. We should also 
understand, given sin and the depravity of man, state entitlements 
are equivalent to state servitude. Yet, knowing this, we have al-

lowed the government to take over many of the most important 
aspects of our lives, including education, healthcare and pensions. 
In taking over these responsibilities, the governments have not 
only undermined the viability of each area, they have created fu-
ture liabilities which taxpayers cannot afford.

The unfunded liabilities of Western governments is staggering. 
Unfortunately, governments continue to lie to their citizens con-
cerning their ongoing ability to fund these generous entitlements. 
But, as we approach the end game, it is increasingly more difficult 
for governments to cover up their lies. The bottom line is that 
there is no more kicking the can to the invisible next generation. 
Expect more means tests (ie. benefits based on your financial re-
sources) and later retirement ages in the future. In the future, 
most Canadians will work till they drop. The notion of retiring for 
any more than a few years is a utopian dream that is about to end. 

(iii) ZIRP (Zero Interest Rate Policy)
The major central banks around the world began to cut interest 
rates in 2007 in response to an impending financial crisis. Interest 
rates throughout the developed world were lowered from approxi-
mately 5% in August 2007 to effectively zero by December 2008. 
They have remained at that level ever since.

The US Federal Reserve, the most important and influential 
central bank, has made its objective clear: keep short-term interest 
rates at this near-zero level through late 2014. If this goal is ful-
filled, the total period of time that the major economies in the 
world have operated at a near-zero rate policy will have lasted six 
years. This is an unprecedented, extraordinary and dangerous 
policy on the part of central banks.

Despite the extraordinary measures, the rationale for this policy 
has gone largely unexamined and unchallenged. From profession-
ally-trained economists to average citizens, the default position 
has been to defer to the expertise of our central banks. But it 
should come as no surprise that an unprecedented policy would 
produce unprecedented and unanticipated results. In fact, there is 
increasing evidence that this zero interest rate policy is failing to 
achieve its goals and is leaving our economies in worse shape, bur-
ied in more sovereign debt (ie. government debt, especially that 
held in bonds denominated in foreign currencies).

What does this mean for today’s savers as they subsidize the ir-
responsible debtors?

1. Increase in income inequality and loss of purchasing power
 A zero interest rate policy represents a wealth transfer from 

savers to banks, debtors and leveraged investors. In the USA 
alone, it is estimated that current monetary policies are costing 
savers over $400 billion per year, and cumulatively, since 2007, 
have cost investors and savers in the USA well over $1 trillion.

2. Central banks sending the wrong signals
 Zero interest rate policies, designed to create inflation, actually 

signal the opposite—fear of deflation. Consumers understand 
this signal and hoard savings even at confiscatory rates. But 
money parked in government securities does not get into the 
hands of those who grow the economy, the entrepreneurial class.

3. A hidden tax
 Zero interest rate policies are designed to keep nominal interest 

rates below inflation, a condition called “negative real rates.” 
This is intended to spur lending and spending since the real cost 
of borrowing is negative. For savers, the opposite is true and 
when real returns are negative the value of savings erodes.
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4. Creating new bubbles
 Central bank policies continue to manipulate and encourage on-

going economic bubbles. Zero rates “force” more and more savers 
into riskier and riskier assets. Wrongly incentivizing any group 
of investors into a particular asset class will lead to more bub-
bles, improper valuations and wealth erosion. This also erodes 
trust in our core institutions.

5. Loss of freedom and increased dependence on the state
 Lack of saving and capital formation makes people more de-

pendent on the state, particularly those in retirement who can-
not work. Dependence on the state means less overall freedom.

(iv) Debt monetization 
The expansion of the money supply, affectionately referred to as 

“quantitative easing,” is theft and illustrates the moral bankruptcy 
of modern economic thinking. Borrowing and printing money in 
order to inject cash into the economy, bailing out banks, brokers 
and consumers is a short-sighted and “easy decision” for a popula-
tion that has not yet learned that short-sighted and easy strategies 
are the route to long-term ruin. 

Despite the recent financial scare, we have not changed our de-
structive ways; the toxic triplets of fiat currency (ie. money that 
derives its value from government regulation or law), activist cen-
tral banks and regulatory bungling are still well entrenched. Cur-
rent debt monetization emanates partially from governments that 
are bereft of leadership, refuse to live within their means and con-
tinue to run large deficits. Human beings and governments cannot 
be trusted with the power to create unlimited money or debt. All 
debt should be amortizing and have an end point, otherwise the 
compounded nature of debt will eventually consume and destroy 
the economy. The biblical model of jubilee must be taken seriously.

The prophet Isaiah made it clear that the watering down of 
one’s monetary unit is a clear sign of moral decadence: “See how 
the faithful city has become a harlot! She once was full of justice; 
righteousness used to dwell in her—but now murderers! Your 
silver has become dross, your choice wine is diluted with water” 
(Isaiah 1:21–22).

4. SOVEREIGN DEFAULTS HAVE ARRIVED
There are two ways in which a government or state defaults on its 
obligation, implicitly and explicitly.

Implicit default is when the state artificially lowers and manipu-
lates the yield curve whereby the interest earned by savers is less 
than the inflation rate. This is known as negative real rates of return. 
With increasing levels of inflation seen throughout the world, coun-
tries with large debts that are able to keep their rates well below in-
flation are implicitly defaulting. Current examples include the USA, 
UK, many of the northern EU countries and Japan. In effect, govern-
ment bonds become certificates of confiscation with investors los-
ing real purchasing power. This is simply a form of theft.

Explicit default is more transparent than implicit default. It re-
fers to the restructuring of an existing debt, which can include: 
changing debt duration (length of time), changing the level of in-
terest rates and/or the amount of outstanding debt. This will affect 
smaller countries that cannot print or easily devalue their curren-
cy; examples today include Greece, Portugal, Ireland and soon to 
be Spain. If these countries do not write down their debt and start 

“fresh” they will be unable to pay their debt obligations and be 
weakened for years to come. 

Looking ahead, over the next three to five years we should expect 
to witness a combination of both implicit and explicit defaults. 

c) Instability in the global economy
The decline in the standard of living has been masked for some 
time by double incomes, a rapid increase in debt and a dramatic 
decrease in fertility rates. Our “living beyond our means” is now 
catching up with us. Nations cannot dis-save and promote off-
shore manufacturing and continue to expect their standard of liv-
ing to increase. In depleting our capital base, we have now come 
to the point where the level of income from our reduced capital 
must fall. Leveraging our decreasing capital base further, at record 
low interest rates, is folly. Reflating or printing money, as we are 
engaging in now, will take a huge swath out of the middle class, 
who will be forced to pick up the tab. This will lead to further class 
tensions in the years ahead and also tensions with the developing 
countries that are now manufacturing many of the goods being 
purchased in the developed world.

Reflation for the benefit of the debtor nations is creating sub-
stantial inflation in basic, essential and scarce commodities. Food 
and energy inflation is and will continue to place a major burden 
on the citizens of developing economies.

d) Toward a solution 

1. COMPETITION—PERSONAL, FAMILY, BUSINESSES 
AND NATIONS
We need to encourage and reward competition. We need competi-
tion within the various spheres of life. This must begin with the 
individual. Every culture should be committed to maximizing the 
diversity of gifts and abilities God has sovereignly placed in each 
person. We should celebrate and reward differences in outcome 
because of the differences in the input!

The family is the most important unit in any society. Strong fam-
ilies rooted in the Bible lead to cohesive cultures and disciplined 
economies. The primary institution for the training of values and 
ethics and the building of character is in the home. It is not in the 
public school systems that have slowly become propaganda agents 
for the state, whose curriculums are completely at odds with pro-
ducing the next generation of leaders. Darwinism is not a founda-
tion upon which a society can build ethics, values, meaning, pur-
pose or truth.

We must have a diversity of businesses, charities and organiza-
tions competing to produce the goods and services needed by the 
population. Only healthy competition rewards the entrepreneur, 
keeps people working hard and leads to maximum efficiency and 
innovation. Lastly, we need strong and numerous nation-states in 
order to safeguard human freedom and limit the tendency of all 
cultures to hand too much power over to the state, which will over 
time always produce tyranny and oppression. National cooper-
ation among states, yes; but minimal supra-national entities that 
are removed from the people they are supposed to represent. 

2. PROPERTY RIGHTS
The rule of law as a means of protecting private owners and peace-
fully resolving disputes between them is essential to long-term 
wealth creation. A system of strong property rights also underpins 
the most stable form of representative government. Property 
rights emanate from a belief that the person is significant and not 
subservient to the state. No society or culture has produced much 
of value and dignity apart from protecting the rights of the individ-
ual, both male and female, black and white. Collectivist systems 
that strip the individual of freedom and dignity produce little of 
value for the purported masses.

COVER STORY
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BY MARK HUDSON // I admit to being a huge fan 
of the Olympic Games. I sit on the edge of my seat 
cheering like a madman any time a Canadian 
athlete is in medal contention, whether in the 
100-metre hurdles or synchronized swimming. We 
have a number of medal hopefuls among our 

swimmers, rowers, kayakers, cyclists and wrestlers at the Olympic 
Games in London this summer. The men and women who com-
pete commit a good portion of their lives to training for this com-
petition. These games have their roots in Greek culture and go 
back as early as 776 b.c. A variety of games arose over the centuries 
across Greece, but the Olympic Games are the oldest and ran, 
without interruption, every four years (an Olympiad) for over 
1,000 years. Competitors had to train for ten months prior to the 
games to qualify for competition in events such as the 1 stade race 
(200-metre foot race from one end of the stadium to the other), 
discus, javelin, wrestling, horse racing and the Pankration (a com-
bination of boxing and wrestling). Each of these events held the 
dual purpose of preparing warriors for battle. 

One of the greatest champions of the ancient games was Milon 
of Kroton who won the laurel wreath for the martial arts events at 
six different Olympics, winning well into his forties. He also won 
numerous victories at the other 
famous Greek sporting competi-
tions, the Nemean, Pythian and 
Isthmian Games. It’s interesting to 
note that a number of times he won 
the victory by a technical ruling 
called “without dust.” This occurred 
when no opponent would challenge 
him because he was considered to 
be unbeatable. No one was willing 
to risk suffering defeat or embarrassment—or both—and so he 
walked away with the prize without even breaking into a sweat.

As young Christians, you face battles on many fronts—and what 
your enemies want you to do is to admit that they are unbeatable. 
They expect you to grant them the victory without dust. In other 
words, give up without a fight. They have such confidence in the 
unassailable nature of their position that they get angry when you 
even dare to challenge them. This was the position Goliath took 
when, after intimidating the rest of the Israelite army, he was in-
censed to see David, a young scrap of a lad, step out onto the field 
to challenge him with a pathetic sling and a bag of stones. The 
giant expected to win without a fight, but he was soon dispos-
sessed of that notion! The Lord expects you to engage the enemy 
wherever and whenever he shows himself. Whether it’s an anti-
Christian bias at school, evolutionary/secular teachings, amoral 
positions on a wide range of social issues or the battles that are 
waged in your own heart and mind, the enemy is to be confronted. 
What will you do when your desire to live your life for Christ is 
challenged? How will you be prepared for the conflict? In Ephe-
sians 6 you are given the means by which you may be “strong in 
the Lord and in the power of his might.” Capitulation is not an 
option; strive to see that those who stand against the Lord Jesus 
Christ are never able to claim victory without dust. 

| TEEN beat

DON’T GIVE UP 
WITHOUT A FIGHT

The Lord expects 
you to engage the 
enemy wherever and 
whenever he shows 
himself.… What will 
you do when your 
desire to live your 
life for Christ is 
challenged?

3. COLLATERALIZE CURRENCY—OVERHAUL  
MONETARY SYSTEM
We must reject fiat currency along with the control the govern-
ment has over the money supply. We must return to a sound 
money policy, with much less debt, more collateral and fully fund-
ed promises. An economic system cannot function over the long 
term without a fundamental trust in the country’s medium of ex-
change. History tells us clearly that we can only trust a monetary 
unit that is collateralized by a hard asset, such as gold, and not the 
empty promises and lies of the state.

4. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
It is essential that we continue to invest in ways to increase our 
productivity in all sectors. From harvesting the earth in a sustain-
able manner and producing larger quantities of food for a growing 
population, to utilizing more efficiently scarce resources such as 
water and energy, we need to encourage the ongoing investigation 
and understanding of the created order.

This will require massive investments in the future. These in-
vestments will only be made by a culture that believes in the future, 
produces for the future and delays gratification for the future. It also 
can only result from a culture that believes that the creation is 
the Lord’s and that he has given to humankind a rich and bounti-
ful earth that we have the right and responsibility to develop for 
his honour and our good.

5. VALUE SYSTEM—SPIRITUAL REVIVAL
Economics is really a metaphysical science rather than a math-
ematical one, in which the spiritual values and attitudes are more 
important than physical assets, and the morality and virtue of the 
populace are as foundational as the money supply. Warren Brookes 
stated it well when he said, 

products, after all, are the assembly of qualities, and their 
value derives directly from the innate character and ideals of 
those who create them and the workmanship of those who 
produce them. Things are, in their final analysis, the expres-
sion of thoughts. Quality products derive from quality thoughts, 
shoddy products from shoddy thoughts.

An economy is the sum of the spiritual and mental qualities of 
its people. Economic output will only be as strong as the values of 
the society. Without the refining influence of God’s moral stan-
dards such as honesty, trust, integrity and loyalty, the marketplace 
will quickly deteriorate. A society—particularly, a free-market 
society that does not have strong moral values—will end up pro-
ducing less and less value. A nation, whose values are in decline, 
will eventually witness a decline in its economy. Can economic 
strength be cultivated in the soil of spiritual poverty, gross indebt-
edness and short-termism? 

Ultimately we need a supernatural work of God the Holy Spirit to 
change the hearts and minds of humankind so that they turn from 
their sin of placing themselves and the creation above God and his 
Christ. The words of God to Solomon should be daily on our lips: 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

Jonathan Wellum is president and CEO of RockLinc Investment Part-
ners Inc. He is a member at Trinity Baptist Church, Burlington, ON.
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BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN // Though Easter this 
year is past, it is still a good thing to think about 
the cross. And there is no better person than Isaac 
Watts 1674–1748) to guide us in our thoughts. Pick 
almost any recent hymnal, look in the author in-
dex and the name “Isaac Watts” will usually have a 

long list of hymns beside it. During his life, Watts penned over 600 
hymns, and through them has powerfully shaped the way English–
speaking evangelicals worship God. 

Watts’ life at a glance
Watts was born to Christian parents in Southampton, England, on 
July 17, 1674. His father, who was also named Isaac, was a prosper-
ous clothier, as well as being a schoolmaster. A deacon in the local 
Congregationalist church, the elder Watts suffered imprisonment 
at least twice for refusing to give up worship with this church. 
From 1660 to 1688, the Congregationalists, along with other 
groups outside of the Church of England, found themselves in the 
fierce fire of persecution when a series of laws were passed which 
made it illegal to worship in any other setting but that of the 
Church of England. Of Watts’ mother, Sarah Taunton, we know 
little beyond the fact that she was of French Huguenot descent and 
that she nursed Isaac while visiting her husband in prison.

The younger Watts was converted in 1689. The following year he 
went to London to spend four years studying in a theological sem-
inary. After graduation in 1694 he went back to live with his par-
ents in Southampton for two years or so. It was during this time 
that he began to write hymns. Watts preached his first sermon in 
1698, and four years later was called to pastor what was the most 
influential and wealthiest Congregationalist church in London, 
Mark Lane Congregational Church, where he served till his death. 

Watts’ hymns
Watts’ literary activity up until around 1720 was primarily in the 
realm of poetry. By way of contrast, during his final twenty-eight 
years, Watts almost exclusively devoted himself to writing prose. 
According to reliable tradition, his first incentive to write hymns 
came when he complained to his father of the general poverty of 
the psalmody in their Southampton church. His father’s response 
was a challenge to his son to do better. As history attests Watts did 
indeed do better, so much so that he is often called “the Father of 
English hymnody.” 

In 1707 Watts published his first collection of hymns, entitled 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs, one of the earliest English hymnals. It 
was in this collection that such great hymns as “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross” first appeared. Psalms of David Imitated in the 
Language of the New Testament, a recasting of the psalms in the 
light of the New Testament for the purpose of public worship, 
came in 1719. Good examples of such “Christian paraphrases” of 
the Psalms would include “O God, Our Help in Ages Past,” based 
on Psalm 90 and “Jesus Shall Reign,” drawn from Psalm 72.

A cross-centred man
A prominent theme in Watts’ hymns is the atoning sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ. Bernard Lord Manning, a student of Watts’ hymnody, 
rightly asserted in a 1942 study that the cross forms the centre of 
Watts’ thought. In fact, the Victorian biographer E. Paxton Hood 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on hymns of the past

ISAAC WATTS—SPIRITUAL MENTOR ABOUT THE CROSS
labeled Watts “the poet of the atonement.” In the well-known 
hymn “Alas! and did my Saviour bleed,” Watts is utterly astonished 
that Jesus suffered the hell of the cross for one as completely un-
worthy as he. Watts’ heart is at once overwhelmed with sorrow 
because of his sin (stanzas 1, 2, and 4) and overflowing with joy 
due to his experience of God’s stupendous love and amazing grace 
(stanzas 2, 4, and 5):

Alas! and did my Saviour bleed,
 And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
 For such a worm as I?

Was it for crimes that I had done
 He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
 And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide,
 And shut His glories in,
When God, the mighty maker, died
 For man the creature’s sin.

Thus might I hide my blushing face
 While His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
 And melt my eyes to tears.

But drops of grief can ne’er repay
 The debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away,
 ’Tis all that I can do.

In “Dead to Sin by the Cross of Christ,” Watts responds to the 
Antinomianism of his day. Since Christ’s death has broken the 
chains of sin (stanza 3) and destroyed sin’s power (stanza 2), to 
persist in sin is to abuse the grace of God (stanza 1). In essence, 
such an attitude and lifestyle re-crucifies Christ (stanza 1).

Shall we go on to sin,
 Because Thy grace abounds,
Or crucify the Lord again,
 And open all His wounds?

Forbid it mighty God,
 Not let it e’er be said
That we whose sins are crucified
 Should raise them from the dead.

We will be slaves no more,
 Since Christ has made us free,
Has nailed our tyrants to His cross,
 And bought our liberty.

In the final section of this article, I am indebted to an unpublished 
paper written in 2002 by Dan Brubacher for its form of argument and 
examples used.  
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

FOREVER
BY PAUL DAVID TRIPP
Zondervan (2011), 206 pgs
ISBN 978-0310328186

According to Tripp, the func-
tional worldview of Western 
culture denies a belief in the 
hereafter. The “here and now” 
perspective has an enormous 
impact on how we think about 
ourselves and the struggles we 
face. We live with a destination 
mentality. We treat the present 
world as if it’s our final address. 
We pack into our present life 
all the pleasures and excitement 
we can. We have lost sight of 
forever. Tripp calls this eternity 
amnesia. He illustrates from 
Scripture and personal experi-
ences how jobs, relationships, 
parenting, suffering—all of life 
—is tied to forever. For example, 
the future grace of eternity 
guarantees present grace. Tripp 
challenges us to see forever not 
just as a future joy, but in a way 
that makes a difference in the 
present.—Gerda Van Eck

BONHOEFFER
Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy 
BY ERIC METAXAS
Thomas Nelson (2010), 624 pgs
ISBN 978-1595552464

Metaxas begins his accessible, 
well-documented biography of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer with an 
engaging description of his 
family life and the vital role his 
upbringing had in his forma-
tion as a man of integrity who 
was willing to sacrifice his life 
for what he perceived to be his 
duty to Jesus Christ. Experien-

ces such as his service as a vicar 
in a German congregation in 
Barcelona, study at Union in 
the USA as a Sloane Fellow fol-
lowing his doctorate in Berlin 
and the youth conference at 
Fanø all contributed to his for-
mation as a Christian intellec-
tual for whom social interface 
was essential. At the work’s cli-
max is the broader context of 
Nazi Germany, and Bonhoeffer’s 
response to this anti-Christian 
régime. His absolute confidence 
in God is reflected in the words 
of the prison doctor: “I have 
hardly ever seen a man die so 
entirely submissive to the will 
of God.” This being said, one 
wonders if the author has an 
accurate understanding of Bon-
hoeffer and his complex thought. 
A positive interpretation is not 
always true.—Janice Romyn

DON’T CALL IT  
A COMEBACK
The old faith for a new day
EDITED BY KEVIN DEYOUNG
Crossway (2011), 256 pgs
ISBN 978-1433521690

There is a young generation of 
Christians who have discovered 
the doctrines of grace, but it is 
a misnomer to call them “New 
Calvinists.” The theology that 
they espouse is not a new form 
of Calvinism, but a fresh expres-
sion of old truths. DeYoung’s 
book, which includes such con-
tributors as Tim Challies, Rus-
sell Moore, Justin Taylor, Greg 
Gilbert, Denny Burk, demon-
strates that the so-called “young, 
restless, Reformed” are de-

pendent on pastors and theolo-
gians from Augustine to John 
MacArthur.

Stand-out articles are those 
by Owen Strachan on “sanctifi-
cation,” Darrin Patrick on a bib-
lical appropriation of “social 
justice” and Justin Taylor on 
abortion. This book is a great 
resource for pastors who want 
to understand the new move-
ment, and for younger Christians 
exploring Reformed theology.
—Ian Hugh Clary

WHAT HE MUST BE... 
If he wants to marry my daughter
BY VODDIE BAUCHAM JR.
Crossway (2009), 216 pgs
ISBN 978-1581349306

Although Baucham’s ties with 
the Family-Integrated Churches 
have elicited eye rolling from 
evangelicals, this work deserves 
attention. Baucham is against 
the vanity of the current dating 
scene. Daughters need a godly 
man who loves Christ more 
than romance. A man who plans 
to lead his family. Fathers need 
to lead their daughters to look 
for a man who will take ser-
iously the roles of prophet, 
priest, protector and provider. 

Against Baucham, he wrote 
this work before his teenage 
daughter had gone through his 
guided courtship approach—
theories unrefined by experi-
ence require caution. In spite 
of that, this is a good introduc-
tion to Christian dating. His 
style is easy to follow and his 
chapter on racism makes it 
worth reading. Concerned par-

ents, coo-eyed daughters and 
confused sons, chew on Bau-
cham’s biblical appeals towards 
dating.—Scott McKenzie

THE MEANING 
OF MARRIAGE 
BY TIMOTHY & KATHY KELLER
Dutton (2011), 288 pags
ISBN 978-0525952473

The Christian has to constantly 
fight against culture and look to 
the Bible for the meaning of 
marriage, as we can have a 
“flawed understanding of the 
purpose of marriage itself.”

As a newlywed, I benefitted 
from this book that Tim Keller 
wrote with his wife of 36 years. 
They brought much wisdom 
and insight regarding a biblical 
portrait for marriage, realign-
ing some of my expectations.

Keller shows that one can 
only truly be happy in marriage 
through sacrificing to the other 
and dying to self, which is done 
by the power of the Spirit: 
“The deep happiness that mar-
riage can bring, then, lies on 
the far side of sacrificial service 
in the power of the Spirit.” This 
is a daily dying to self, which is 
impossible to do on our own. It 
is only when we look to Jesus 
Christ and seek to serve him 
that we find true happiness in 
our marriages. The principles 
in this book are biblical and re-
mind the reader of the power 
of the gospel. This book is a 
good read for whatever stage of 
life you are in: single, newly-
wed or wed for many years.
—Danielle McDonald  
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON // The Hunger Games, 
Harry Potter, Twilight…it seems fantasy and sci-
ence fiction books (and films) are taking our cul-
ture by storm, and if you have children, ignoring 
them isn’t an option. Large sections of local book-
stores are dominated by books and paraphernalia 

springing from these genres. Overnight, these authors become 
millionaires; their stories inspire blockbuster movie franchises 
and countless toys, confectionary, souvenirs and sometimes a 
theme park or two. With all this fanfare about science fiction and 
fantasy books, there has been an equal amount of controversy. As 
Christians, who have been called to be “in” the world, we cannot 
ignore these cultural powerhouses; but as Christians set apart by 
God, we are not to be “of” the world. We need to be concerned 
about the power and influence stories (and storytellers) can have 
in shaping our values and our worldview. 

Christians are notoriously inconsistent in trying to manage the 
influence of stories. Harry Potter, for example, has been denounced 
because there are wizards and witches; but there are also wizards 
and witches in the Narnia chronicles and in The Lord of the Rings, 
stories much beloved in many Christian circles. Some denounce 
Potter because of the “pagan mythological elements” yet embrace 
the explicitly pagan “classics” of literature. Some condemn Potter 
but embrace the seemingly benign but often more harmful individ-
ualistic sentimentalism of Disney films. Some reject the “fantasy” 
genre altogether, although many Christian authors have used the 

“fantasy” genre as a powerful medium to express Christian truth: 
these include celebrated authors such as John Bunyan, Edmund 
Spencer, George Macdonald, C.S. Lewis, Madeleine L’Engle, and 
J.R.R. Tolkien.

| the ARTS

STORIES: WHAT IS THE MESSAGE?

A look at things audio/visual: new music and an animated dvd

“From Age to Age” is an album of 
hymns—some old words with 
additional lyrics to new tunes, 
and some new hymns following 
the lyrical or thematic structure 
of a “traditional” hymn. Here 
you will find the hymns of Fanny 
Crosby, Charles Wesley, John 
Cennick, Horatius Bonar, Martin 
Luther and Augustus Toplady, 
combined with the lyrics and 

tunes of musicians from Sovereign Grace Music. It is a rich tap-
estry of new and old, making some of the poetic heritage of the 
past accessible to believers in this “age.” In terms of congregational 
singability and suitability of words to music, I really love their 
version of Charles Wesley’s “O my soul, arise,” with additional 
lyrics by Eric McAllister. Worth a listen!—Janice Van Eck

FROM AGE TO AGE
SOVEREIGN GRACE MUSIC
Sovereign Grace Music (2012)

The story opens with the apostle 
John arriving in shackles at an 
island prison and being ques-
tioned by his Roman guards. He 
begins to tell them the story of 
Jesus, starting with his virgin 
birth, tracing his life and min-
istry all the way to his execution 
on a cross and his resurrection. 
The animation is basic but fairly 
well done and the dialogue is 
simple. Personally, I found the 
narrator a bit distracting as he 
sounds just like the ominous 
narrator on NBC’s Dateline. This 

DVD is a simple way to introduce children or those unfamiliar 
with the Bible to the “big story” of Jesus.—JVE

JESUS: HE LIVED AMONG US
THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
Animated DVD (2011); English/Spanish; 90 minutes; ages 7 and up

| mixed MEDIA

God is the standard for morality. But how do we measure the 
morality of a book against God’s standard? Counting witches or 
pagan elements or wrong behaviour isn’t the answer. The Bible 
contains murder, violence, genocide, rape, deception, stealing and 
pagan religions…just to name a few. The morality of a book is not 

necessarily connected with what it 
contains, but what it conveys. 

When evaluating a story, the most 
important question to ask is wheth-
er the messages and the worldview 
presented by the story are true. If a 
novel presents a “truth” that is con-
trary to God’s created reality, then a 

Christian can safely argue that the book is immoral. Such shifts in 
reality might be “redefining” what “good” is. An example of this is 
the popular children’s fantasy novel The Golden Compass by Philip 
Pullman. His novel contains many fantasy elements similar to 
those in C.S. Lewis’s Narnia books—talking animals, parallel worlds, 
a human child navigating a magical realm, even a wardrobe; the 
difference, however, is the message. In the novel, Christianity is 
overtly portrayed in a negative and even harmful light; in its place, 
Pullman champions a hedonistic, man-centred, New Age spirit-
ualism, which is shown to be positive and real. Teaching this anti-
Christian sentiment to children is at the heart of his story telling. 

“All stories teach,” Pullman rightly states. “They teach the morality 
we live by.” So what is he teaching? In the most unequivocal man-
ner possible, Pullman asserts, “My books are about killing God.”

Like all gifts from God, stories can be used for good—teaching, 
encouraging, delighting—or they can be used for evil. Whether there 
are wizards or wardrobes, ask yourself—what is the message? 

If a novel presents  
a “truth” that is 
contrary to God’s 
created reality, then 
a Christian can safely 
argue that the book 
is immoral.
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

My King!
Abner conferred with the elders of 
Israel and said, “For some time you 
have wanted to make David your king. 
Now do it!” (2 Samuel 3:17–18)

David had been anointed king over Is-
rael long before, but the people did not 
own him while Saul was their king. Then 
after long wars and troubles, Saul was 
killed. But still it was only Judah who 
followed David; and for seven-and-a-
half years Israel held back. At last, Abner 
said to the elders of Israel, “You sought 
in times past for David to be king over 
you. Now do it!” And they did it.

Now God has long ago anointed the 
Lord Jesus to be our King, but is he your 
own king yet? Is he reigning in your 
heart? Have you ever come to him and 
said, “You will be my King, Lord Jesus”?

Perhaps, like the Israelites, you have 
sought him in times past; you have been 
wishing Jesus would come and reign, 
and put down all the wrong tempers 
and naughty thoughts which master 
you sometimes like strong rebels. Do 
you really wish it? Then that wish is like 
a messenger sent to prepare the way 
before him; but wishing is not enough—

”Now do it!” Now, this very day, before 
you go to sleep, tell the dear Saviour, 
who has been waiting, to come and set 
up his kingdom of peace and joy in your 
heart, that he will be your King now! 
Own him your King at once; say to him 
reverently and lovingly, and with all 
your heart, “Jesus, my King!”

Then, when Satan tries to get back to 
his old throne in your heart, tell him it 
cannot be his ever again, for you have 
given it up to your King Jesus, and that 
Jesus is to reign there always; and that 
he will not give it up, but will fight for 
you, and put down all the rebels.

Do not say, “Oh yes, I should like this 
very much! and just go to sleep as usual; 
but “now do it!” and then lie down with 
the happy thought, “My King!” 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

In relationship with God
BY JANICE VAN ECK // Turn in your Bible to Psalm 27. This is a psalm of David where he 
speaks about what it means to have a relationship with God.

1. In verses 1–4, what does David reveal about himself? What does he reveal about God?

2. In verses 5–6, how does God protect David? How does David respond?

3. In verses 7–10, why does David think God will hear him?

4. In verses 11–14, how does David encourage the readers of this psalm?

Word search
afraid
army
beauty
confident
courage
face
fear
forsake
goodness
gracious
hear
heart
help
hide
light
Lord
salvation
servant
shelter
sing
stronghold
stumble
violence
wait

DID YOU KNOW?
� �  In a.d. 107, Emperor Trajan condemned Ignatius to death by wild beasts at the Colosseum 
in Rome for refusing to worship pagan gods. He was the first of many Christians martyred there.

S T U M B L E X K G F E

E L R A E F V W I O A R

A I G R A C I O U S R S

M G O D U M O A E T V U

L H O H T T L T R U L O

C T D E Y I E N S M E C

E O N L F A N E E B Y N

K D E P O W C D G L P O

A I S E S H E I A E L I

S A S I N G G F R S H T

R R I H O P D N U F E A

O F A E G S R O O I A V

F A C E A I O C C R R L

I C R S H E L T E R T A

M E D I H T N A V R E S
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