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| EDITORIAL

R ecently I read The Bookends of the Christian 
Life by Jerry Bridges and Bob Bevington 
(Crossway 2009). The authors speak of the 
righteousness of Christ as one bookend and 
the power of the Holy Spirit as the other. 
Perhaps that sounds like a very neat package 
to your ears, not something very practical, 

not something to get too excited about. Not so fast. If you take a 
few moments to flush out some of the implications of these two 
truths, you might just find them helpful in empowering you for 
day-to-day living.

Think for a moment about the righteousness of Christ. We 
know that the perfect obedience of Christ, his willingness to go 
to the cross and his death as a substitute for our sin and guilt and 
shame, satisfied the demands of a righteous Judge. It accom-
plished our full and free salvation—that’s the gospel! Not only 
that but then God credited Christ’s righteousness to us—this is 
called justification. And it’s all grace! When we are tempted to be 
self-righteous or proud, it is reflecting on this Great Exchange 
that will humble our hearts; when we are plagued by persistent 
guilt, it is focusing on Christ’s righteousness applied to us that 
will soothe our troubled conscience. God’s love does not ebb and 
flow like ours does. He doesn’t love us more or less depending on 
how we are serving him on a particular day or how good our 

“quiet time” is. Christ’s righteousness is applied to us fully, freely 
and always; God never sees his people without Christ’s undimin-
ished perfection laid upon them. What encouragement, hope, 
incentive to holiness and perseverance, what peace for our souls!

Now consider the power of the Holy Spirit. (Jeremy Johnston 
also looks at this truth in his cover feature on page 8.) Having saved 
us, God doesn’t just leave us to our own strength. Jesus knows the 
reality of the battle; Hebrews 4:15 says he was “tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet was without sin.” In ascending to glory, 
Jesus speaks of the Comforter, the divine Encourager, who will 
come and live within his people (John 14:15–18). Indeed, Jesus 
knows the battle is too fierce, the temptations too strong, our 
hearts too variable, for us to rely on our own abilities or strength 
of character or determination—we need divine strength to fight 
and “finish the race”!

So, what does reminding ourselves of the power of the Spirit 
at work in us do? Well, we can avoid self-sufficiency and self-
dependence when we acknowledge that we are weak sinners, all 
of us, and that it’s God’s delight to use weak vessels to display his 
strength. When we are depending on the Spirit’s power—limitless, 
comprehensive, unwavering—we can engage in the battle with 
confidence, not in our puny resources, but in the power of our big 
God. And, when we are confused about situations or circumstances, 
when we are weak and faltering, maybe finding it hard to pray, we 
can know that “the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans 
that words cannot express” (Romans 8:26). There is such a 

“big”-ness and tenderness in how God cares for his people!
This is gospel freedom: resting in the righteousness of Christ 

and equipped with the power of the Spirit, we can freely serve, 
freely give of ourselves and our lives, for the sake of the gospel 
and the encouragement of fellow believers. 

Janice Van Eck, Editor
janicevaneck@rogers.com

We welcome your feedback and letters.

WE HAD 92 KIDS AND LEADERS in attendance at this year’s 
SGF Youth Retreat held at Braeside Camp in Paris, ON, in May. 
Jarvis Street Baptist Church (JSBC) from downtown Toronto 
sent the largest group by far, with 23 kids and 8 leaders. 
Praise and worship was led by some of the talented members 
of Richmond Hill Baptist Church and JSBC. Our speaker for 
the weekend was Pastor Dwayne Cline from Hughson Street 
Baptist Church in Hamilton, ON. He delivered some very con-
victing and encouraging messages on evangelism. 

The weekend was a wonderful time of fun, food, fellowship, 
games but most importantly, being fed by God’s Word. Please 
pray that God will continue to work in the lives of the teens 
and leaders who were present and that they will recall the 
things that they learned over the weekend. Please pray  for 
those who are unsaved—that God will convict them and bring 
them to himself. —Julie Vandemerwe

SGF YOUTH 2013

NEWSBYTES
+ Roland and Susan Seiler, Wycliffe
The printing of the Mwani “Habari Ngema” New 
Testament and Old Testament portions has been 
completed in South Korea and the books have been 
shipped to Mozambique. Please pray for their safe 
transport and timely arrival in Nacala—expected to be 
late August. Continue to pray that God will prepare the 
hearts of the Mwani people to hear and respond to the 
Word of God in their own language. This is an exciting 
time as this project nears its delivery stage!

+ Redeemer Bible Church, Kitchener, ON
The church plant of Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON, 
in Kitchener was able to move to a 10:30 a.m. time slot 
this spring. They have also hired Charlie Ducharme as a 
pastoral intern for the summer. Charlie just completed 
his MDiv. at Heritage. We pray for God to work in this 
community. If you’d like to visit or recommend the 
church to a friend, RBC meets at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
at 214 Highland Road East, Kitchener, ON. You can also 
find them online at www.rbckitchener.com.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.
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news & EVENTS |

AUGUST 17–23, 2013
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Conrad Mbewe 
from Lusaka, Zambia
A great opportunity for 
ministry, fellowship, sports 
& programs for all ages. 
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer plans. 
Day and evening visitors 
are welcome!
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Registration and 
accommodation info will 
be available soon.
www.careyconference.net

AUGUST 26–29, 2013
INTRODUCTION TO MIS-
SIONS
Professor: Peter Pikkert
4 day intensive course
Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

SEPTEMBER 21, 2013
SGF MORNING OF PRAYER
Time: 9:30 a.m. – noon
Join with other SGF 
churches in a morning of 
corporate prayer as we 
look to God to be working 
in our lives, our churches 
and our communities. 
Held in the west at Trinity 
Baptist Church, Burlington, 
ON; in the east at Bath 
Road Baptist Church, 
Kingston, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

SEPTEMBER 29, 2013
TBS CONVOCATION
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Join with TBS professors 
and students as they 
officially commence a new 
academic year.
Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

OCTOBER 19, 2013
HOW THEN SHALL  
WE ANSWER 2013
Theme: Reclaiming a 
biblical vision of sexual 
ethics
Details TBA
Held at Heritage Bible 
College, 175 Holiday Inn 
Drive, Cambridge, ON 
Register online at
www.ezrainstitute.ca

NOVEMBER 2, 2013
AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Bruce Ware
Theme: What we learn 
from the Trinity
Cost: free
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Sponsored by: Harvest 
Waterloo, Hespeler Baptist 
and Grace Bible Church
Held at Heritage Bible 
College, 175 Holiday Inn 
Drive, Cambridge, ON 
Register online at
acc2013.com

NOVEMBER 7, 2013
THE TORONTO LECTURE-
SHIP SERIES ON CHRISTIAN-
ITY
Speaker: Carl Trueman
Theme: Augustine and 
Luther
Time: 7 – 9 p.m.
Cost: $20
Sponsored by: Sola 
Scriptura Ministries
Held at Westminster 
Chapel, 9 Hewitt Ave., 
Toronto, ON
www.sola-scriptura.ca

MAY2–3, 2014
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Sharon James
Theme: TBD
Held at Redeemer 
University, Ancaster, ON 
Details to come. 
www.sgfcanada.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

2013 PASTORS 
CONFERENCE 
AND RETREAT
COUNTRYSIDE CAMP and Conference Centre, just south of 
Cambridge, ON, once again hosted the annual SGF Pastors 
Conference. Over the three days, June 3–5, thirty men 
stopped by or stayed overnight and enjoyed a time of fellow-
ship, teaching and relaxation. The meals were delicious, the 
accommodation comfortable, the weather outstanding and 
the spiritual nourishment refreshing. 

Jacques Nadeau started things off with a paper on “For-
giveness and reconciliation,” emphasizing the need for a 
Christ-like approach and a true desire for restoration be-
tween believers. In the evening we were challenged by the 

first of three papers by Pastor Bill 
Hughes on “The Temptations of 
Christ.” He strongly pressed home 
the point that these temptations by 
Satan were real and powerful be-
cause they urged Christ to believe 
that he could arrive at the same des-
tination without having to go by way 
of the cross. These, and all tempta-
tions Jesus faced throughout his life 
and ministry, came his way for our 

sake and, because Jesus was able to overcome even these 
direct Satanic assaults, he enables us, by his victory, to do 
the same. Pastor Hughes brought many practical issues to 
light through his teaching sessions and gave us much to 
think about in our own lives and ministries.

Brian Robinson took on “Understanding the role of women 
in ministry” and presented a thorough and balanced biblical 
perspective. We left with a fresh appreciation for the ways in 
which the work of women can and should be a blessing to the 
church. Mark Hudson delivered a paper entitled, “Our youth: 
under the influence” and explored the special needs of our 
young people in a world where they are pressured by influen-
tial people, teachings, worldviews and events to act and think 
in ways that may or may not be appropriate or edifying (see 
a version of this in this issue’s “Teenbeat” on page 6). We 
need to engage them intellectually and personally in discus-
sions to see that they are well grounded as they go out from 
our churches. 

In the final session, Pastor Hughes took us through the life 
of Captain Allen Gardiner, whose desire to bring the gospel to 
the people living on or near Tierra del Fuego at the tip of 
South America brought him to a point where, even as he was 
perishing of hunger, quietly and humbly praised God for his 
glorious grace and love.

We would like to thank the churches for supporting their 
pastors and making it possible for them to attend. To a man 
they will tell you the studies and numerous opportunities for 
small group discussion were good for their souls and their 
spirits. Thank you as well for praying for the time to be pro-
ductive and beneficial to all.—Mark Hudson

SGF NEWS
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BY PIA THOMPSON ›› If you were to ask the average North Amer-
ican what a mid-life crisis was, they would tell you it’s that time of 
your life, usually in your fifties, when you re-evaluate where you 
are in your career, finances and relationships. If you’re a man, you 
may buy a new toy like a sports car or a big screen T.V.

But ask someone in the developing world, or the real world as 
some would call it, and they would have no clue what you’re talk-
ing about. It’s debatable whether such a thing really exists or if it is 
merely a First World social construct. 

Only we in the West have the privilege—or should I say, the 
audacity—to be discontent with our wealth. To question whether 
we are as happy as we had hoped to be, or whether our house is as 
big as we dreamed of, or our children as well-behaved, our jobs as 
satisfying and our relationships as fulfilling as we dreamed of since 
childhood is rooted in a false sense of entitlement.

The underlying premise, whether spoken or unspoken, is that 
we deserve to be happy. A singer of Christian contemporary music 
left her husband for another man because, she said, “I wasn’t 
happy, and God doesn’t want us to be unhappy.” But God’s goal, if 
we can put it that way, is not our happiness, but our holiness. 

So is a mid-life crisis real? Not in the sense that we use it to 
justify extravagant purchases or to be discontent with our lives. It’s 
just a coincidence that many major life events occur in the fifth 
decade of our lives that, taken together, can feel like a crisis. Dur-
ing that time we may have a change or loss of a job, experience an 
empty nest, the death of our parents, a health crisis, or marriage 
breakup, for some.

These crises lead us to reflect on our lives. At fifty, we realize we 
may have only twenty to thirty productive years left before our 

bodies or minds begin to fail us. We 
hear that clock ticking. We are on 
this conveyer belt of life and we 
know it’s not going to slow down be-
cause we want it to. 

That can be good or bad. Bad, if 
we compare ourselves to others. 
There’s the myth of the greener 
grass in our neighbour’s yard. We 
play “if only,” and inwardly spurn 
the gifts God has given us. We may 

have regrets, remembering our early dreams and goals, feeling we 
have not accomplished them. 

We can be discontent and look for a change in circumstances or 
relationships to improve our situation. We can turn to “retail ther-
apy” to fill a void. But that void cannot be filled with things—our 
satisfaction must be in Christ!

So how can a mid-life crisis, if we’ll call it that, be good? Only if 
we use the time of reflection on past blessings, and even trials, as 
well as a recognition that we are mortal, to consider how we can 
use the blessings God has given us, not for our own satisfaction, 
but for God’s glory and the benefit of others. 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past. 
Only what’s done for Christ will last.

—C.T. Studd

| GUEST column

IS A MID-LIFE 
CRISIS REAL?

The underlying 
premise, whether 
spoken or unspoken, 
is that we deserve to 
be happy.… But 
God’s goal, if we can 
put it that way, is not 
our happiness, but 
our holiness.

| TEEN beat

UNDER THE IN-
FLUENCE

BY MARK HUDSON ›› Being charged with a DUI 
offense (Driving Under the Influence) can pro-
duce serious consequences, such as monetary 
fines, license suspension or cancellation and higher 
insurance costs, not to mention the inevitable fall-
out at home. For drivers under the age of 21 there is 

now a requirement for a Zero Level BAC (Blood Alcohol Content) 
while driving. This doesn’t leave much wiggle room for poor deci-
sion making. It’s not my intention, however, to be the umpteenth 
person to warn you of the dangers of driving under the influence. 
Rather, I would like to consider the whole area of living under the 
influence.

Everyone I know is influenced by 
something or someone, regardless 
of age or gender. The pressure is on 
to conform. We can run but we can’t 
hide from the forces around us and 
within us that push us to think and 
act in a particular way. How many 
times have we wanted to do or say 
something but hesitated because the outcome might lead to a face-
to-face confrontation with an influential someone who told us not 
to? Whether it was a parent or a friend or a teacher, their hold on 
us shapes our behaviour at that particular moment as we submit to 
a specific pressure and act accordingly. When they keep us out of 
trouble, these influences are wonderful—though it may not al-
ways seem so at the time. If they keep us from causing unnecessary 
harm to ourselves or others, we’re better people for it and we 
should be thankful. What happens, however, when the influences 
that shape us produce thoughts, words or actions that are more 
destructive than beneficial?

Many of the pressures you face as a young Canadian arise from 
five main areas: your own heart and imagination, family, friends, 
school and the entertainment media. All of them, claiming particu-
lar authority, will be working hard to get you to think and act, and 
even believe, in specific ways. As a result, there will be conflict, be-
cause in them you will find widely divergent answers to some very 
personal questions: Who am I? How do I fit in? Does anyone really 
care? Am I really relevant? The answers will be shaped, to a large de-
gree, by the influences you experience. 

God has been gracious to provide safeguards to help with this 
developmental process. He has given you parents who, if they are 
Christians, will bring you to the truth found in the Bible. There, for 
example, you learn to have a healthy skepticism about what your 
heart tells you to do, or that the dogmatic, humanistic foundation 
of the educational world, in spite of its bluster, is often built on 
sand, and that the screen media, which occupies the average Can-
adian teen an average of 6+ hours per day, has its own underlying 
agenda promoting an unbiblical worldview. If you’re a Christian, 
God has given the Lord Jesus as Saviour along with the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in you as a constant presence and power. One of the 
greatest signs of maturity is to see a young person observe, recog-
nize, assess and weigh those powers that seek to shape them and 
then make every effort to discard what God has determined to be 
harmful and embrace all that he deems beneficial. 

…the pressures…
claiming particular 

authority, will be 
working hard to get 

you to think and act, 
and even believe, in 

specific ways.
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I n John 10, we have a familiar 
statement by the Lord Jesus 
Christ: “I am the good shepherd” 
(verses 11, 14). Obviously it was 
not to be taken literally: Jesus was 
not a shepherd by occupation—
he was a carpenter, following in 

the steps of Joseph, his earthly father. 
Jesus’ hearers would know that, but using 
shepherding as a figure of speech would 
not be strange to them. The concept of 
God as a shepherd was certainly familiar. 
We do not need to go beyond Psalm 23:1 to 
show that: “The Lord is my shepherd.” 
There are many other similar statements 
in the Old Testament. Jesus is indeed a 
shepherd to his people. Indirectly, this is a 
claim to deity. He assumes the place of the 
Lord in the Old Testament. Let’s note 
some things about this wonderful shepherd.

1. Jesus is a good shepherd 
Doubtless this is in contrast to the Jewish 
leaders of the day who were supposed to 
shepherd the people of Israel, but had no 
real care for the sheep. They looked out for 
themselves but did little to help the people 
spiritually. Jesus is a good shepherd: he 
cares for the sheep; he loves them; he pro-
tects them; he always has their best inter-
ests in mind. These truths are good to re-
member when we feel we are being treated 
badly, whether we see the cause as people, 
or we feel that the Lord himself is treating 
us harshly. In whatever paths he leads us, it 
is for our good.

2. Jesus dies for the sheep (verse 11)
In the life of a shepherd there are dangers: 
lions, bears, wolves, robbers. A shepherd 
never knows when he might have to face 
those dangers. It might even be that a 
shepherd would lose his life defending his 
sheep, though of course he would never 
plan to do that. However, our shepherd 
laid down his life for the sheep. He didn’t 
merely expose himself to the risk of death—
he deliberately planned to lay down his life 
(verse 18). 

How we would admire and honour any 
shepherd who gave his life for his sheep. 
And how we should admire, honour and 
love him whose death was planned from 
eternity and who came into the world to 
die for his sheep. If you are a child of God, 
not a day should pass without giving 

thanks to God for such a Saviour who 
loved you and gave himself for you.

3. Jesus knows his sheep (verse 14)
When I look at a flock of sheep, they all 
look the same, but an experienced shep-
herd knows every sheep by name. Our 
shepherd knows his sheep by name (verse 
3). This is more than simply the Lord’s om-
niscience—it is a knowledge that suggests 
sovereign love and the plan to save them 
and make them his own. This is a distin-
guishing love, an electing love. He knows 
about everybody—their actions, words 
and thoughts—but in terms of an intimate 
relationship, some he knows and some he 
doesn’t (Matthew 7:23). But he knows his 
people and will in time complete their sal-
vation by bringing them to glory.

Moreover, the sheep know the shepherd 
(verse 14). This is a two-way relationship. 
We are privileged to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We can have fellowship with him. 
We can walk with him. We can go to him in 
trouble. Do you know the Lord? Does he 
know you?

4. Jesus unifies the sheep (verse 16)
Sometimes shepherds gather their flocks 
together at night for safety, or they might 
employ a watchman (verse 3). When Jesus 
speaks of “other sheep,” he is referring to 
the Gentiles. When Jesus spoke these words, 
the Gentiles were considered outsiders, 
even dogs. Very few belonged to the people 

of God. But that would soon change: Jesus 
would die for those of all nationalities, and 
they would be brought into one fold, that 
is the true church. It is a blessing to have 
those of various races in our churches and 
at our conferences. We are all one in Christ.

5. Jesus leads his sheep (verses 2–4, 27)
One of the main functions of a shepherd is 
to lead his sheep—to good pasture, to safe-
ty. How can we apply that to ourselves? 
Obviously we cannot follow the Lord phys-
ically, but he still shows us the way we 
should go. He leads us through his Word. 
As we read the Scriptures, we see what is 
pleasing to him in word, thought and deed. 
Some Christians are looking for unusual 
means of guidance, perhaps an inner con-
viction or some amazing circumstances. 
Sometimes God does use unusual means, 
but it is not for us to seek guidance in such 
ways—we are to seek it through the prin-
ciples of Scripture. If situations arise 
where the Bible will not help us directly, 
then the Lord might use additional means, 
but they will never be contrary to Scrip-
ture. Be assured the shepherd will lead us—
in paths of righteousness, and the sheep do 
follow (verse 27). Sometimes we wander; 
sometimes we stumble; but, by grace, if we 
are his sheep, we will follow.

6. Jesus preserves his sheep (verses 28–29)
A shepherd might desire to protect his 
sheep, yet not have the ability. He might be 
killed and the sheep killed or scattered. 
But our shepherd not only desires to pro-
tect his sheep, he has the power. “They 
shall never perish,” says the Lord. That 
does not mean they will not come to harm 
physically—multitudes have laid down 
their lives for him—but spiritually they will 
never perish but will be preserved until his 
heavenly kingdom. No one will snatch us 
out of his hands. We cannot conceive of a 
true child of God being lost. 

How blessed we are to be the Lord’s 
sheep! How privileged to have him as our 
shepherd! Our confidence is never in our 
own perseverance but in the Lord’s sus-
taining grace. He, who laid down his life 
for us, will indeed bring us to glory.

Are you one of Christ’s sheep? If you are, 
rejoice and follow him closely. If not, seek 
him with all your heart and you will surely 
find him. 

We are known, cared for, led and loved by Jesus. BY ROGER FELLOWS

JESUS, A GOOD SHEPHERD
SPOTLIGHT



8 ›› BARNABAS ›› SUMMER 2013

Z eitgeist is a German word that means the “spirit 
of the age”—the prevailing cultural beliefs and 
practices of any given time and place. Zeitgeist 
is one of the most challenging tests for biblical 
Christianity, because it is difficult for Chris-
tians to see the “forest for the trees.”  Christian-
ity is a faith that is not meant to be cloistered 

away, kept pure and safe in holy huddles; rather, Christianity is 
about engaging the world, making disciples and being “salt and 
light.” Christians must live in the culture in which Christ has 
placed them. But herein is the difficulty: because Christians are so 
immersed in their present culture, the prevalence of cultural be-
liefs and practices makes these beliefs and practices seem natural, 
universal and sometimes even biblical. 

The Bible testifies of the challenges faced by the people of God 
to be in the world but not of the world; from the Israelites wanting 
a king like other nations, to the Corinthian Christians embracing 
secular behaviour common in their culture. As described in Acts 
and in the epistles, the struggle of the early New Testament church 
is, in part, a struggle with cultural Judaism and Roman society. 
Even a cursory glance over church history reveals the influence of 
the prevailing cultures on doctrine, ecclesiology and the faith of 
the church in its time and place. Church fathers like Augustine 
disparaged his Greco-Roman education but was heavily indebted 
to it. Without a doubt, Christianity also shapes and impacts the 
cultures and societies it touches in powerful and profound ways. 
But influence is a two-way street; the challenge for believers in 
every age is to live their lives in light of biblical truth rather than 
the fleeting fashions and fads of any given time or place.

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW
Our culture has little interest in old things—last year’s iPad is al-
ready “obsolete” technology. Video cassettes and VCRs are all but 
forgotten (except at yard sales and thrift stores). But it is not just 
technology that our culture quickly abandons for the next, latest 
and greatest thing. Our present age has an insatiable appetite for 
all things new. From the new donut at Tim Horton’s to the new 
carb-free and dandelion diet, to the latest “reality” show on TV. 
Our culture disdains the “old gospel story” in part because it is 
what Christopher Hitchens called the “deluded superstitions” of a 
seemingly primitive past. While Christians are urged to “stand 
firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught” (2 Thessalon-
ians 2:15), our culture rejects anyone who holds fast to any pos-
ition on moral, philosophical or religious grounds—especially if 

the position has been around for a while. Sadly, like the culture we 
live in, the greatest fear of many Christians is the fear of looking 

“old fashioned,” “unenlightened” and “intolerant.” 
C.S. Lewis called it “chronological snobbery”—the tendency of a 

present society to think they are superior to the generations of the 
past. This view is distinctly Darwinian in flavour, as it grows out of 
the erroneous belief that because time passes, “stuff” evolves (by 
which they mean, “gets better”). But new isn’t necessarily better; the 
passing of time does not guarantee progress or improvement. Never-
theless, this pervasive attitude has infiltrated the church. To avoid 

“nostalgic stagnation,” modern evangelicalism is throwing out what-
ever is old, or smacks of intolerance or doesn’t seem to “work” on a 
pragmatic level. It is important to note that the local church has al-
ways changed to some degree in order to meet the culture Christ has 
placed her in. However, many congregations are going too far and 
they are losing touch with the authors, theologians, pastors, mis-
sionaries and hymnwriters of the past. The Book of Hebrews tells us 
that Christ is “the same yesterday, today and forever” (13:8). There 
is much we can learn about Christ, the Unchanging One, from the 
saints of yesterday as well as today. Christians need to reject this 
culture’s chronological snobbery, “stand firm and hold to the trad-
itions that you were taught,” and continue to learn from the past. 

READ, READ, READ
One of the ways we learn from the past is by reading “old books.” 
Reading old or even new books, however, is becoming rarer in our 
culture and in our churches. Ironically, our society is the most liter-
ate it has ever been in history yet we are not “well read.” This is the 
age of texting and Twitter, where a weighty “tome” is measured by 
the number of letters and spaces rather than words and pages (140 
characters, to be precise—and that last sentence, by the way, could 
have been a Tweet). Reading books, especially old books, grants us 
a bird’s eye perspective on the human experience. It is easier to see 
how authors were influenced by their time and place because we 
have the advantage of hindsight. Old books also help us to recog-
nize our own cultural biases, by enabling us to compare our time 
to their time; we then begin to see what truly is universal and bib-
lical and what is merely cultural and temporal.

The main reason for resisting the cultural malaise about books 
is that God reveals himself to humanity through a very old Book. 
So the more we read old books, the easier it is to read the Book. 
The cultural shift away from deep reading, challenging texts, and 
big, old books is, in short, demonic. There is nothing that would 
delight Satan more than a world, and especially a church, where 
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no one reads anything bigger than “greeting card” snippets and 
140-character Tweets. Reading is hard; it requires deep thinking 
and sustained focus and careful attention. It takes time to read. 
But we must persevere. We must read and reread Pilgrim’s Progress, 
delight in Spurgeon’s sermons, feast on the Reformers and the 
Puritans; read biographies, read about church history, read con-
temporary authors too. The Spirit of God speaks through the Word, 
but we need to be able to read and understand the Word; the Spirit 
also teaches and exhorts through the words of inspiring (but un-
inspired) authors. This is how we renew our minds; this is how we 
avoid being conformed to the pattern of this world.

“WE THE PEOPLE…”
We may shake our heads at the Israelites’ plea for a king in Judges, 
and we might pat ourselves on the back for not wanting the same 
thing. Wanting a king, however, is not the temptation facing the 
present-day church; instead, it is embracing the zeitgeist of our own 
day—the democratic spirit. The modern evangelical church has 
incorporated democratic values “wholesale” within our churches, 
considering it a biblical norm. The democratic model has its uses, 
but it is not biblical nor is it an infallible means of making deci-
sions. There are a number of instances in the Scriptures when the 
majority’s choice was the wrong choice.  Think of the twelve spies 
who entered the Promised Land in Numbers, the majority of 
whom stirred up dissention against Moses, Joshua and Caleb in 
spite of the clear promises of God (Numbers 13–14). Or the crowds 
who tried to forcibly crown Jesus (John 6:15). Or Pontius Pilate, 
who caves into the demands of the mob (Matthew 27:24–26). The 
Bible says, “Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong…. Do not 
pervert justice by siding with the crowd.” (Exodus 23:2–3). 

Democracy, with all of its merits, does breed a sense of entitle-
ment, egalitarianism and, sometimes, anti-authoritarianism. In 
many churches today, the notion of church discipline is a challenge, 
and the authority of elders is often challenged. Sometimes we “vote” 
on a matter by simply changing churches. The Israelites, caught up 
in the “spirit of the age,” were tempted to replace their theocracy—

“God rules”—with a monarchy; likewise, we are tempted to replace 
God as our ruler by putting ourselves in the position instead—dem-
ocracy: “the people rule.” So, like Israel without a king, “Everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). The Bible makes 
no claims about one political structure over another, and Christians 
thrive under all forms of government. Without a doubt, our Can-
adian democracy is a blessing; many of the political alternatives that 
exist in our world today are terrifying results of humanity’s rebellion 
against their Creator. The danger, however, is when we adopt demo-
cratic values into the fabric of our churches and our lives, allowing 
them to shape us rather than being shaped by biblical truth.  

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BIG BOX
Modern evangelicals eschew the ritual and hierarchy of Roman 
Catholicism, because they note (among other things) the extra-

biblical and secular influences of the politics and social structure 
of the Middle Ages on the church. Having been institutionalized 
during a time of dukes, kings and emperors, it is not surprising 
that the Roman Catholic Church adopted hierarchical equivalents 
of Archbishops, Cardinals and Popes in their ecclesiology. Roman 
Catholicism’s emphasis on visual media is also medieval: from 
stained glass windows, to painted and carved iconography, to the 
theologically enriched architecture, to the priestly garb and ac-
coutrements; many of these features were designed to communi-
cate effectively to the illiterate masses during the Middle Ages. 
What evangelicals often fail to note is the comparable secular in-
fluence of commercial business structure on our own modern 
Protestant churches. Pastors become CEOs, elders become Gov-
ernance Boards, parishioners become consumers and churches 
become businesses competing for customers. Evangelism is de-
signed using market research methodology, and local churches are 
squeezed “out of business” by the big box store, a.k.a. the mega 
church. A medieval ecclesiastical model is as extra-biblical and 
secular as a modern business model today. If we are not careful, 
then the modern church could shift from being Spirit-filled to con-
forming to the spirit of the age.

BUY-OLOGY
For many believers, the consumer culture has taken root in our per-
sonal lives as well. Most Christians hear pulpit exhortations as-
sailing consumerism’s usual suspects—covetousness, materialism, 
excess. Less commonly addressed, but all too common a practice, is 
when Christians “shop around” for a church, or “try a church on” or 
see if it is a “fit,” scanning webpages like menus, searching for servi-
ces offered that will best suit personal and family needs. Christians 
have become customers of the church rather than custodians. When 
a customer enters McDonald’s, it is to buy a Big Mac, not to make 
one; likewise, many Christians enter churches seeking to receive ser-
vices rather than to serve.  All of this reflects our present commercial 
culture far more than the biblical truth we claim to purport. 

PRACTICAL PRAGMATISM
Consumer Christianity and the business model church have also 
arisen out of our culture’s enshrinement of “practicality” and prag-
matism. The pragmatic mindset has led many Christians to put 
the cart before the horse. Increasingly within the modern evangel-
ical church, doctrine (which is seen as impractical and abstract) 
has been marginalized for the sake of more “practical” applica-
tions and accessibility for non-believers; the priority of glorifying 
God through worship has been usurped by “seeker-sensitive” servi-
ces and “me”-centred sentimentalism. Attendance at prayer meet-
ings dwindles because prayer doesn’t seem practical. Rather than 

“attempting great things for God and expecting great things from 
God,” we only want to do what “works,” and we only expect what 
is “predictable” based on the data. Christian leadership is becom-
ing sidetracked by books outlining step-by-step plans for building 
better churches. But the battleground is—and has always been—
belief. Our theology needs to be centred on Christ, by whom all 
things were created and are upheld. The church is Christ’s church 
and the universe is his dominion. Not one soul will be lost from 
Christ’s fold. This is our focus in establishing the local church in a 
community. What we truly believe shapes the way we “do” church. 
What we truly believe shapes the way we truly live. Christianity is 
immensely practical, but it is first and foremost spiritual. Chris-
tians are called to live authentic, Spirit-filled lives before the 
watching world. If we live supernatural lives, the world will see our 
supernatural God.

CULTURAL CONFORMITY  
OR SPIRIT-FILLED LIVING?
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1. We need to use biblical language. It is easy to slip into 
the euphemisms of pop psychology and political correct-
ness when speaking about sin, grace or redemption.  No 
one really understands a culture until he learns the 
language. Phrases, clichés and expressions reveal incred-
ible insight into the core values of a culture. But language 
is not only a powerful tool to express thoughts and ideas, 
it is also a powerful tool to shape thoughts and ideas. 
James compares the tongue to a horse’s bridle and a 
ship’s rudder, which guide the horse and the ship wher-
ever the rider or pilot chooses (James 3:3-5). When we 
speak biblically, we begin to act and to think biblically as 
well. Conversely, when we speak using unbiblical lan-
guage, our thoughts and behaviour soon become 
unbiblical as well. 

2. We need to be Christ centred not “me” centred. “Let us 
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Hebrews 12:2). Seek his truth in the Word. Ask in 

prayer for a greater vision of Christ. The spirit of this age 
will indeed grow dim, when “compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:8). 

3. Theology matters. In this age of anti-intellectualism, it is 
crucial that we constantly challenge our assumptions and 
seek to know, understand and apply biblical doctrines. Sit 
under sound teaching, read theological books and study 
the Word of God.

4. Do not be ashamed of the gospel. Supernatural is not 
superstitious. To believe in the God “who is there and not 
silent” (Francis Schaeffer) is not silliness: it is sanity.

5. Read old books as well as new books. Listen to the voice 
of someone in another time and place to gain wisdom 
and perspective on your own cultural biases.

6. Resist the cult of pragmatism and stick to biblical 
principles. In your churches, labour, trust, obey and pray: 
without a business plan or a strategic vision, Christ will 
build his kingdom.

7. Seek to live authentic, Spirit-filled lives before a 
watching world.

HOW TO OVERCOME THE “SPIRIT OF OUR AGE”

NATURALISM, NATURALLY…  
Another enduring belief of our present-day zeitgeist is Darwinism. 
The tenets of Darwinian evolution have gone beyond biology and 
influenced all aspects of our culture—from sociology to economics, 
from politics to law, from art to literature—and even impacting 
the church. As Christians living in a Darwin-saturated culture, we 
must be diligent in detecting the influence. Darwinism seeks to 
deny the supernatural altogether. The ever evolving premise of Dar-
winists is that we live in a “random chance” and “naturally” formed 
universe. No design, no craftsmanship, and no divine purpose. 
Life is simply the result of nature working itself out in an empty, 
impersonal cosmos. The church might be battling Darwinism at 
the front door by citing fossils, geological formations and DNA as 
proof of Intelligent Design, but subtly the Darwinian worldview of 
a “depersonalized” and “natural” universe has crept in the back 
doors of our homes, schools and churches. Christians reject the 
fundamental propositions of Darwinian evolution but often live as 
though they are in a Darwinian world—that is, a “natural” world 
with little consideration of the supernatural.

When you glance out into the night sky, are you amazed by God’s 
handiwork? Or do you simply see a random assortment of stars 
and empty space? When you pray for miracles, do you really believe 
they are possible? Or do you count on the prognosis of physicians 
and prescriptions? Are you conscious of the spiritual battleground 
at the gate of your soul, where angels and demons wage war? Or 
do you live as though your fight is actually “against flesh and blood” 
(Ephesians 6:12)? At the core of Christianity is a fervent belief in 
the supernatural realm; however, we sometimes feel that “the 
supernatural” is for fairy tales and fantasy films, more akin to para-
normal than to what is normal. 

C.S. Lewis wrote a series of well-known children’s books called 
The Chronicles of Narnia. In these books, children from our world 
are transported by fantastical means to a different world, where 
beasts talk, dragons still roam the skies and battles are waged with 
sword and shield. In the fifth instalment, a boy from twentieth-
century England finds himself a reluctant explorer in the world of 
Narnia. During his adventures, he encounters an elderly gentle-
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man with a long white beard and a glistening robe. This elderly 
figure tells the boy and his companions, “I am a star at rest.” The 
boy blurts out, “In our world a star is a huge ball of flaming gas.” To 
this scientific response, the star replies, “Even in your world, my 
son, that is not what a star is but only what it is made of.” What C.S. 
Lewis is highlighting is the fact that we often see our world—the 
wonderful world God created—in merely scientific and naturalis-
tic terms. The heavens that once declared the glory of God are now 
reduced to cosmic gases, orbiting rocks and dusty planets. 

C.S. Lewis is not advocating anti-intellectualism, nor is he op-
posed to increasing our understanding of God’s universe. The ori-
ginal impetus for much of the scientific inquiry of the Western 
world has been the desire to understand the world that God engin-
eered and designed. What he is urging us to do is rekindle our won-
der of the miraculous and the incomprehensible mysteries of God’s 
creation—that is, both the “natural” and the “supernatural” won-
ders of the universe. 

CONCLUSION
We learn from the past, we pray to the One who holds the future 
and we live in the present. The crux of all this is that we are ac-
countable to God for each moment he gives to us now, whether we 
are learning, praying or living. To do any of these things in this day 
and age, in the midst of this present zeitgeist, we must seek the 
empowering of the Spirit of the Lord. Jesus said, “But the Counsellor, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you….” (John 14:26–27). Jesus promises that the Spirit of the Lord 
will “teach you” and “remind you.” Our job is to be attune to his 
teaching, open to his leading and trusting in his supernatural power 
to live counter-culture Christianity in a way that is pleasing and 
acceptable to him. 

Jeremy Johnston is a teacher of History, English, and Classical Studies 
at Hillfield Strathallan College, Hamilton, ON. He also oversees Chris-
tian education at Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship, Ancaster, ON. He and his 
wife Laurie live in Hamilton where they homeschool their four children.
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Many believers look forward to a restored 
Jewish temple. They do this, I believe, be-
cause they misunderstand the Christ-cen-
tred biblical storyline. It is my intention to 
trace the purpose of the temple up to the 
death of Christ and then explain what 
those truths have to do with the Christ-
centred biblical storyline. I will also look at 
two difficult passages of Scripture: the 
measuring of God’s temple in Revelation 11 
and Jesus’ teaching to his disciples on the 
Mount of Olives about the destruction of 
the temple.

THE PURPOSE OF THE TEMPLE
Solomon recognized that the heavens 
could not contain God, much less a temple. 
Yet it pleased the Lord to fill the temple 
with his glory. After its dedication, God 
explained to Solomon that the temple was a 
place for sacrifices (2 Chronicles 7:12). Once 
a year, on the Day of Atonement, the high 
priest was to enter the Most Holy Place 
where God dwelled between the cherubim. 
First he was to offer a sacrifice for his own 
sins and then for the sins of the people.

In 586 b.c., Nebuchadnezzar conquered 
Jerusalem and destroyed Solomon’s temple. 
When the Israelites returned after 538 b.c., 
God commanded the people to build a new 
temple. They dedicated it with joy in 516 b.c., 
but the glory of the Lord did not fill that 
temple (Ezra 6:13–18). Moreover, God’s 
presence was also absent from the enlarged 
temple built by Herod the Great. About 
430 b.c., Malachi writes, “Then suddenly 
the Lord you are seeking will come to his 
temple; the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you desire, will come” (Malachi 3:1, 
niv). At Jesus’ arrival, once again the glory 
of the Lord filled the temple.

During Jesus’ lifetime, the sacrifices pre-
scribed by God in Solomon’s time con-
tinued. Then, as soon as Jesus died, the 
curtain separating the Most Holy Place 
from the Holy Place was torn in two. The 
writer to the Hebrews explains the signifi-
cance of the Most Holy Place:

But only the high priest entered the 
inner room, and that only once a year, 
and never without blood, which he of-
fered for himself and for the sins the 
people had committed in ignorance. 
The Holy Spirit was showing by this 
that the way into the Most Holy Place 

had not yet been disclosed as long as 
the first tabernacle was still stand-
ing…. But when Christ came as high 
priest of the good things that are now 
already here, he went through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle 
that is not man-made, that is to say, 
not part of this creation. He did not 
enter by means of the blood of goats 
and calves; but he entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all by his own 
blood, having obtained eternal re-
demption…. Therefore, brothers, since 
we have confidence to enter the Most 
Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a 
new and living way opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, his body, 
and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near to 
God with a sincere heart and with the 
full assurance of faith (Hebrews 9:7–
8, 11–12; 10:19–22).

The sacrifices under the old covenant were 
only temporary until the perfect sacrifice, 
Jesus the Lamb of God, would satisfy div-
ine justice. Jesus was also the high priest 
who offered that sacrifice to God the Father. 
The torn curtain signified that God had 
accepted Jesus’ sacrifice. As a result, be-
lievers now have direct access to God and 
may boldly come to him in prayer. Animal 
sacrifices are no longer necessary and 
would be an insult to Jesus’ precious blood.

Thus the purpose of the temple was two-
fold: (1) God was pleased to dwell in the 
Most Holy Place, the innermost part of the 
temple, and (2) God accepted the sacrifice 
of animals at the temple as a promissory 
note that one day he would send the per-
fect sacrifice to atone for sin.

THE CHRIST-CENTRED  
STORYLINE OF THE BIBLE 
In the Garden of Eden, God walked and 
talked with Adam and Eve in perfect 
fellowship. After they sinned, all human-
kind lost fellowship with the Lord. Never-
theless, before God kicked Adam and Eve 
out of the garden, he promised a Saviour 
would come (Genesis 3:15). The promised 

“seed” would destroy the power of Satan 
and restore fellowship between God and 
people. God also killed an animal to provide 
clothes for Adam and Eve to show them 
that, because of sin, blood must be shed.

Back in 1446 b.c., God officially formed 
the nation of Israel when he gave them the 
Ten Commandments. This was an import-
ant step in God’s plan to redeem lost sin-
ners, for Jesus needed to belong to a family 
and a nation. In addition, God gave Moses 
detailed instructions regarding the con-
struction of the tabernacle and the institu-
tion of the sacrificial system.

No one in Israel could approach God’s 
presence except the high priest, once a 
year, on the Day of Atonement. The fact 
that God dwelt in the temple until Ezek-
iel’s day is proof that God wanted to have 
fellowship with people (Ezekiel 10). Only 
sin still separated the Israelites from God. 
Access to the Lord was limited to the high 
priest—and only once a year.

The yearly Day of Atonement was sig-
nificant in the life of the Israelites. The 
events of that day encouraged them to 
focus on the fact that their sins were for-
given for one year because of the death of 
another. “Then, before the Lord, you will 
be clean from all your sins” (Leviticus 
16:30). One goat took the punishment that 
they deserved. Another goat carried their 
guilt far away. One goat represented the 
justice of God—sin must be punished. The 
other goat showed the mercy of the Lord—
the sins of believers are forgiven. This is 
the clearest picture so far to illustrate 
God’s plan for our salvation.

The sacrificial system made the Israel-
ites constantly aware that they were sin-
ners in need of a Saviour. Furthermore, the 
two goats became a visual picture of what 
the Lord Jesus would accomplish on the 
cross. Because of his death and resurrec-
tion, Jesus would pay the penalty that be-
lieving sinners deserved to receive. As a 
result God the Father would forgive those 
sinners and restore them to fellowship 
with him. The temple and the sacrifices in 
it were God’s promise to one day restore 
believers to fellowship with him perma-
nently. The Lord had not forgotten his 
promise in the Garden of Eden. 

At Jesus’ death, “the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom” (Mat-
thew 27:51). Through the blood of Jesus, 
God restored the way for people to have 
fellowship with him. Ever since Jesus’ death, 
resurrection and exaltation, God has been 
busy building a spiritual house of living 
stones, namely the church. In this house we 

Understanding its meaning from old covenant to new. BY HEATHER KENDALL

THE TEMPLE OF GOD
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offer “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). 

Because of Pentecost, believers have 
become individually and corporately the 
spiritual temple of God, for the Holy Spirit 
dwells within us. This is what Paul teaches 
in his letters (1 Corinthians 3:16–17; 6:19; 2 
Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:21–22). At 
Jesus’ return, believers will live forever with 
God in the new heavens and the new earth; 
we shall be pillars in God’s temple (Revela-
tion 3:12). “I did not see a temple in the city, 
because the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple” (Revelation 21:22).

MEASURING GOD’S TEMPLE
In light of these truths, what does the temple 
of God mean in Revelation 11? According 
to verse eight, this temple and the two wit-
nesses are in Jerusalem. Just before his 
death, Jesus explained to his disciples that 
the Holy Spirit will always testify about 
Jesus. Likewise the disciples will testify 
about Jesus (John 15:26–27). Therefore 
the two witnesses in Revelation must be 
testifying about Jesus also; otherwise they 
are not true witnesses of God. True wor-
shippers will always praise and exalt Jesus, 
for salvation is found in him alone. This 
means that the temple must be the church 
in Jerusalem.

In his Mount of Olives discourse Jesus 
warned his disciples that after the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem in a.d. 70 the city would 

“be trampled on by the Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 
21:24). During the time of the second woe, 
the Gentiles are still trampling on Jerusa-
lem (Revelation 11:2,14). Because the third 
woe is the end of this present world, this 
indicates that the Jews have permanently 
lost complete control of Jerusalem. When 
John wrote Revelation, both the temple 
and Jerusalem lay in ruins. Nevertheless, 
in this chapter the temple of God and two 
witnesses are physically present in the 
actual city of Jerusalem where Jesus was 
crucified (Revelation 11:8). How amazing! 
Unlike other cities, which have passed into 
oblivion, Jerusalem will once again be-
come a thriving metropolis.

Before anyone has built God a house of 
worship, the Lord has always given instruc-
tions regarding its construction. Consider 
Moses, David and Ezekiel. In New Testa-
ment times, God replaced the temple with 
the church. Paul teaches, “We are the tem-
ple of the living God” (2 Corinthians 6:16). 
God would not utterly forsake his beloved 
city. He would establish a church there. 
That is why John was instructed to meas-
ure the temple of God and to count those 

who worshipped there. God reserves both 
for his honour and glory. The two witness-
es are likely the pastors of this church. 
They have the inner grace from the Lord to 
witness to an apostate audience just as 
Enoch and Elijah did. Having the power to 
stop the rain brings back memories of Eli-
jah, while having the ability to instigate 
plagues reminds us of Moses.

Both Galatians and Hebrews warned 
those early Christians not to revert to 
Judaism. Paul was appalled by that very 
idea! He exclaimed, “You foolish Galatians! 

…Did you receive the Spirit by observing 
the law, or by believing what you heard?” 
(Galatians 3:1–2). Then he explained that 
Hagar and Sarah represent two covenants—
the old covenant at Sinai and the eternal 
covenant given to Abraham. The slave 
woman will never share in the inheritance 
of the free woman (Galatians 4:21–31).

The writer to the Hebrews also taught 
Jewish believers that the new covenant 
ratified by Christ made the old covenant 
obsolete (Hebrews 8:13). Although Moses 
was faithful in God’s house, Jesus is worthy 
of greater honour. “But Christ is faithful as 
the Son over God’s house. And we are his 
house, if we hold on to our courage and the 
hope of which we boast” (Hebrews 3:6). 
Therefore to consider that the temple in 
Revelation 11 is a restored Jewish temple 
conflicts with teaching in the rest of the 
New Testament.

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 
TEMPLE IN A.D. 70 
Let us turn our attention now to Jesus’ 
words to his disciples on the Mount of 
Olives. When Jesus approached Jerusalem 
on a donkey, he wept and said:

If you, even you, had only known on 
this day what would bring you peace—
but now it is hidden from your eyes. 
The days will come upon you when 
your enemies will build an embank-
ment against you and encircle you 
and hem you in on every side. They 
will dash you to the ground, you and 
the children within your walls. They 
will not leave one stone on another, 
because you did not recognize the 
time of God’s coming to you (Luke 
19:42–44).

No doubt the disciples had been pondering 
Jesus’ words because, when Jesus left the 
temple for the last time, they pointed out 
the beautiful stones adorning the temple. 
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, not 
one stone here will be left on another; 

everyone will be thrown down” (Matthew 
24:2). A short time later, on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples asked when this 
would happen.

Jesus told them in detail the warning 
signs for the destruction of Jerusalem and 
their beloved temple: 

When you see Jerusalem being sur-
rounded by armies, you will know 
that its desolation is near. Then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, let those in the city get 
out, and let those in the country not 
enter the city. For this is the time of 
punishment in fulfillment of all that 
has been written (Luke 21:20–22). 

History records how those early believ-
ers heeded Jesus’ warning and fled to near-
by Pella in a.d. 66. Then in a.d. 70, the 
Roman army surrounded Jerusalem and 
destroyed it. Gone forever was the temple 
worship instituted by God under the old 
covenant. Jesus told the truth. The genera-
tion living then would witness the end of 
an era and the destruction of the temple 
(Luke 21:32).

Now the disciples incorrectly assumed 
the destruction of the temple would co-
incide with the inauguration of the king-
dom. Many people today have the same 
problem—especially since Jesus answered 
both questions simultaneously. The dis-
ciples obviously cared about the fate of the 
temple standing in front of them. In order 
to prepare them for what would happen 
shortly and to safeguard the fledgling 
church, Jesus warned them about many 
specific details (Luke 21:20–24). 

In contrast, the signs of Jesus’ second 
coming are vague. There will be false mes-
siahs, war, famine, pestilence, earthquakes, 
persecution and lawlessness (Matthew 
24:4–14; Luke 21:8–19). After stating that 

“this generation” would witness these 
things, meaning the destruction of the 
temple, Jesus says, “But about that day or 
hour, no one knows” (Matthew 24:36; em-
phasis added). 

Sadly, too many Christians have ignored 
those words of Jesus: “no one knows.” They 
waste so much time trying to discern the 
future. They look for a physical temple in-
stead of concentrating only on building up 
the spiritual temple of God, the church. 

Heather A. Kendall is the author of A Tale of 
Two Kingdoms (Guardian: Belleville, 2006) 
from which some of this article is taken. She 
won a 2013 Word Guild Award for her Bible 
study, God’s Unfolding Story of Salvation.
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

CHRISTIANS GET  
DEPRESSED TOO
BY DAVID MURRAY
Reformation Heritage (2010), 112 pgs
ISBN 978-1601781000

With pastoral experience and 
humility, David Murray tries to 
sort through the misconceptions 
about depression and present a 
balanced and non-dogmatic 
perspective. Especially helpful 
is his critique of Jay Adams’ 
work which identifies the causes 
of depression as “almost always 
spiritual,” a belief that has caused 
unnecessary guilt and has led 
many “to view medication as a 
rejection of God and his grace 
rather than a provision of God 
and his grace” (6). Murray, fol-
lowing the psalmists and Puritans, 
has a more nuanced understand-
ing, acknowledging that depres-
sion can be physical, spiritual or 
mental—or a combination of 
all those things! Since false 
thought patterns are often the 
biggest contributor, his example 
of Asaph in Psalm 77 is helpful. 
By avoiding extremes, Murray 
shatters the stigma and patiently 
comes alongside the suffering. 

—JANICE P. VAN ECK

SOUNDS FROM HEAVEN
The Revival on the Isle of Lewis, 
1949-1952 
BY COLIN & MARY PECKHAM
Christian Focus (2009), 288 pgs
ISBN 978-1857929539

Christians can often be tempt-
ed to look back into history 
with a bit of jealousy and re-
gret. The temptation is to look 
to a “golden age” and think that 

things will never be like that 
again. How could God pour 
out his Spirit on us as he did in 
the days of Whitefield and the 
Wesleys? That is why a book like 
this is so encouraging, because 
we see in it that God continues 
to work revival in the church 
as he did in the Scottish com-
munities on the Isle of Lewis, 
through the faithful proclama-
tion of the gospel. The stories 
in this book are great both for 
the encouragement for faith-
fulness, and for the glimpse 
they offer into mid-twentieth-
century Scottish life. May it be 
an encouragement to evangel-
ize and to wait upon God to do 
his work of revival!—IAN HUGH CLARY

JONI AND KEN
An untold love story
BY KEN AND JONI EARECKSON TADA 
with LARRY LIBBY
Zondervan (2013), 187 pgs
ISBN 978-0310314691

Since her first book, Joni, in 1976, 
which describes her diving 
mishap and her struggles com-
ing to grips with being para-
lyzed, Joni Eareckson Tada has 
continued to bear her soul to 
her readers to the glory of the 
Lord. In this latest book, co-
written with her husband Ken, 
we are given a front-row seat 
into the extreme challenges they 
have faced in their marriage. 
In all of her books, Joni has 
given us biblical instruction 
and insight on suffering and 
how it can lead us to God. Now, 
she and Ken throw back a cur-
tain on the sufferings they ex-

perienced during thirty years 
of marriage. “For better or worse, 
in sickness and health” has 
meant caring for a quadriplegic 
who needs total help to physic-
ally prepare for her day and to 
carry out the responsibilities 
her ministry to others has placed 
upon them both. Although they 
served God together, many issues 
were separating them. From 
Ken’s perspective we learn about 
his struggles and how God 
worked in his heart and pre-
pared him for what lay ahead. 
When the diagnosis of breast 
cancer came to Joni, perspectives 
changed, especially for Ken. 
Suddenly, they tell us, quadri-
plegia seemed small and man-
ageable in the light of cancer. 
Their book takes us deep into 
that biblical and spiritual union 
of the believer with Christ, a 
union which gives meaning to 
the union of husband and wife. 
This book reminds all Christians 
that the power of God can enable 
his people to face whatever he 
sends on their path.—PAT TOZER

WHEREVER I WIND UP
My quest for truth, authenticity and 
the perfect knuckleball
BY R.A. DICKEY with Wayne Coffey
Blue Rider Press (2012), 340 pgs
ISBN 978-0399158155

If you’ve heard any interviews 
with R.A. Dickey (now a pitcher 
for the Blue Jays), you’ll want 
to read Wherever I wind up. He is 
an engaging storyteller! As Dick-
ey wrestles with the childhood 
abuse that haunts his life and 
shares the way he came to Christ, 

his  struggles/victories with sin 
and the challenges he faces as a 
husband and a “freak” knuckle-
ball pitcher, God’s perseverence 
and grace are on display.—JPV

WEAKNESS IS THE WAY
Life with Christ our strength
BY J.I. PACKER
Crossway (2013), 126 pgs
ISBN 978-1433536830

Self-reliance and strength are 
admired in society today. The 
reality of a Christian’s life, how-
ever, is a “walk of weakness” 
(22). “The way of true spiritual 
strength…is the humble, self-
distrustful way of consciously 
recognized weakness in spiritual 
things,” says Packer (16). Un-
packing Paul and his letter of 
2 Corinthians, Packer shows 
how weakness affects our calling, 
our giving and our hoping. 
Grounding our security in our 
justification, which also secures 
our future glory with Christ, 
Packer shows how we can have 
security while being realistic 
about our weaknesses. Money 
and possessions may give us a 
sense of security; we may even 
feel we can’t “risk” giving gen-
erously. But as it is God’s money, 
we must learn stewardship and 
generous giving, daily relying 
on Christ to supply all our needs. 
In the final chapter, Packer says 
we can be upbeat in suffering/
weakness because we are daily 
renewed within (101). He also says 
having sustained thought about 
our goal of glory will bolster our 
hope until that day. Great words 
from an aged saint!—JPV
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

My jewels
“That day when I make up my jewels” 
(Malachi 3:17, KJV).

“My jewels!” God tells us who they are—
“Everyone that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon His name.” So, if you fear 
the Lord and think upon his name, you 
are one of his jewels, and all that you 
are going to read about them is for you, 
and means you.

“My jewels!” They are his treasured 
possession, his very own, dearer than all 
other treasures to him. We see how very 
precious they are to him by the price he 
paid for them. For every one of them 
has been purchased, not with silver or 
gold (all the silver and gold in the 
world would not have been enough to 
purchase one of them), but with the 
precious blood of Christ. That was the 
greatest thing that God had to give, 
and he gave it for them.

God has found and chosen his jewels, 
and he will never lose them. Every one 
of them is kept safe in the stronghold 
of his everlasting love. He does not 
mean to hide them away, and be 
ashamed of them; for he says they 
shall “be a crown of glory in the hand 
of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the 
hand of thy God.” They are not all the 
same, jewels are of many different col-
ours and sizes; but the day is coming 
when he will make them up—when 
they will all be gathered together in his 
treasury, and shine together in his 
glorious crown, and not one will be for-
gotten, or overlooked, or lost, for every 
one is “precious in his sight.”

Is it not a grand thing to be one of 
God’s jewels? How very wonderful that 
he should give such a beautiful name to 
his poor, sinful, worthless children, and 
set such shining hopes before them! 
Ought we not to try to walk worthy of 
this high and holy calling? You are his 
special treasure, his jewel of delight, 
purchased by Christ and precious, 
never to be lost—praise God! 

| the kids PAGE

BIBLE FOCUS

God’s sovereignty & deliverance
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› For this issue, we are going to look at one of the psalms of David—
Psalm 40. As you read this psalm, think about what this psalm tells you about God.

1. In verse 1, it says that the Lord heard David’s cry. By verse 3, what was David doing?

2. Read verse 5 again. What do you think are some of the “wonders” God has done?

3. What do verses 9 and 10 tell you about David’s relationship with God? Did people know 
he loved the Lord?

4. Although David was a king, how did he view himself before God? (see verse 17)

Word search
blessed
declare
deliverer
exalted
faithfulness
heart
law
love
mercy
patiently
pit
plans
praise
protection
proud
righteousness
rock
salvation
shame
sins
slimy
troubles
truth
withhold

DID YOU KNOW?
� �  The Cullinan Diamond is the largest rough diamond ever found at 3106.75 carats. It was 
cut into 105 diamonds, including 2 of the most famous diamonds in the British Crown Jewels.
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