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God’s
Parenting 
Manual
A one week study of the Book of Proverbs

with practical application for family life, 

marriage, parenting, and working with 

young people.

Jun 3-6, 2013

Course: Prov 103, 123

Professor: Dr. Peter Gentry

Tuition: Undergraduate $600

Graduate $660
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| EDITORIAL

 I
f truth be told, we all have messy lives. I’m sure you 
and your Christian friends struggle with much the 
same things I and my friends do. Sometimes, we 
think it’s just us, but as Paul says, “No temptation 
has seized you except what is common to man”  
(1 Corinthians 10:13). And, as C.S. Lewis explores 
in The Screwtape Letters, the devil has all kinds of 
schemes “to delay as long as possible the moment at 
which he [or she] realizes this new pleasure is a 
temptation.” And, that’s the challenge with tempta-

tion. At times it is obvious, but at others we may have grown cold 
or so accustomed to walking “so close to the line” that we fall 
easily into a new “pleasure”—it promises big, but ultimately it 
delivers bitterness and grief.

So what kind of preemptive strikes can we engage in to make us 
ready to face the battle? There are many possibilities, but I will 
suggest a few to get you started as you think about ways to protect 
your own heart in the face of temptation. 

First, cultivate in as many ways as possible a robust view of who 
God your Father is. Know what is true. I know, you are already 
thinking, “I don’t read and pray enough. Is this going to be another 
guilt trip to start off 2013?” Stop for a moment. Okay, you’ve strug-
gled with reading and prayer, what about your thoughts or the 
tunes you sing throughout the day? Cultivating truth in our hearts 
also means just plain thinking about God, his 
character, who he is, what he’s done, per-
haps what he is doing in your life right now. 
It involves meditating on the grace that he 
has shown you in Christ—a topic wide and 
deep for any believer! It means letting your 
soul find its greatest rest in his Word. In the 
swirl and craziness of a busy day, just stop 
and recite a verse, listen to a song with 
Christian lyrics, or meditate as you commute 
home from work on something you know to 
be true about God. Perhaps it is really basic 
and simple, that’s great! It is often these 
simple truths that will be the footholds and 
handholds to keep you on the Rock when 
temptation rears its head. (Think: Jesus in the desert.)

As your mind is more captivated by God and his grace, second, 
you will have more confidence and reasons to pray and spend time 
with him. Often this is a real battleground. It is for me. We can find 
our prayers empty and rote, our minds too scattered or distracted by 
electronic devices, our lives too frantic and over-scheduled, or we 
just plain feel that “the heavens are like brass” and God is far away. 
But, with the fuel of truth we can fight even these obstacles. As I 
remind myself, for instance, that God’s grace to me in Christ has 
covered my deepest, blackest sins, I will have confidence to plead 
that truth as I pray for my current battles, or for others in their strug-
gles. In the past I have known God to be merciful and longsuffering 
with me, so I can have confidence that I can plead his mercy in this 
situation. Or, in the past God hasn’t let me go when I have fallen, 
why would he after this particular sin? I can remind him of his faith-
fulness as I repent and look for his help to change. And so on…

Third, tell yourself repeatedly and often that the church is God’s 
gift to his people. We are not “lone ranger” Christians. God hasn’t 
set us up to be those who can single-handedly rout entire king-
doms and win countries or cities or communities for Christ—
that’s his work! He has plunked us into a family—a messed up, 
motley crew of people like ourselves, on whom he lavishes his un-
deserved love each and every day. It is these fellow sinners that he 

is going to use to help us stay in the battle, face giants in our lives, 
hold the line when the going gets tough and discover together the 
joys and weariness of service and evangelism. It is this group of 
people who he desires us to love and sacrifice our lives and com-
forts for, just like he did for us. Absolutely astounding! And, when 
we falter under temptation or just plain tank in our walk with God, 
hopefully it will be the church that reaches out and hauls us up 
and loves us enough to remind us once again (or again and again) 
of the truths of repentance and forgiveness in Christ. 

Perhaps going to church and meeting with believers is the last 
thing you want to do when you are battling a particular temptation 
or have fallen again into some sin. Ironically, that is the best place 
for you! In a gospel-preaching church you will hear God’s truth—
just what your soul needs; you will be engaged in corporate prayer—
just what your heart needs; you will hear God’s praise—just what 
your whole being needs to change its focus from self to God; you will be 
with God’s people—just what your person needs, to know you are not 
alone, there are fellow soldiers in the battle. Don’t forsake meeting 
together! Whether you want to be there or not, it is where you need 
to be. Don’t believe Satan’s lies when he says things like, “It would 
be hypocritical for you to go to church when you have committed 
that sin or other.” Satan is determined to tear you down. He is a 
roaring lion. Fight his lies with God’s truth, and God says, “Don’t 
forsake meeting together” (Hebrews 10:25).

Let’s be real, friends. It doesn’t matter a 
hoot whether people look at you and think, 

“Wow, what a moral person you are!” You 
know your heart. If you are a believer in 
Jesus, you are in a battle, plain and simple: 
Satan is on the attack; your flesh is in tur-
moil with your heart, and the world is con-
stantly enticing you away from the things 
that are pure and good. To paraphrase C.S. 
Lewis, “If Satan isn’t concerned about you, 
you should be concerned!”

If we are going to withstand temptation, 
and come alongside others in theirs, we are 
all going to need to be a little more transpar-
ent and just plain honest with one another, 

not “…happy plastic people / With walls around our weakness / And 
smiles to hide our pain” as Casting Crowns sings. Sure, you’ll hurt 
others and get hurt and disappointed yourself (so did Jesus!) but Jesus 
calls us to love one another, to give our lives for each other, to bear 
with one another—following his life pattern and supreme example. 
If you allow no one to speak truth into your life, you are in a perilous 
place. Self-righteousness and stubbornness can be the sad state of 
our hearts at times, and it is slippery ground for temptation.

I hope you’ll find 2013 a year of real spiritual growth; that hidden 
sins will be exposed by the light and left at the cross, and you will 
keep fighting the fight and growing in your love for God; that you 
will humbly come alongside others in their pain or struggles and 
walk with them, speaking the truth with kindness and compas-
sion—as a fellow sinner—reminding them of God’s character, his 
grace, his goodness. Jesus is worth it! He can take our messy lives 
and redeem all our mistakes. It might be a painful process, but 
Jesus is worthy of all of our hearts!

Janice Van Eck
Editor

We welcome your feedback and letters. 
Please send to janicevaneck@rogers.com P
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news & EVENTS |

CAREY 
OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES 
UPDATE
WE PRAISE GOD in that 2012 was a great 
encouragement to Carey Outreach Minis-
tries. Our gracious God has answered 
prayer beyond our expectations.

God continues to open doors for our 
lecturers to teach through our ten Bible 
Institutes: Dominican Republic, Egypt, 
Madagascar, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Mongo-
lia, Philippines and the Far East. This past 
year we served spiritual leaders globally 
through 42 modules. Some modules were 
postponed due to political conflicts.

We are expecting great things from a 
great God in 2013! There is a possibility 
that we may open an additional four Bible 
Institutes (DV). If all goes well, we hope to 
have taught 54 modules to around 500 
pastors/spiritual leaders by the end of 2013.

Carey Printing Press distributed Exploring C.H. Spurgeon’s 
Key to Ministerial Success to over 1,300 spiritual leaders 
throughout the Philippines. The book has been translated into 
Spanish and French and has been approved for publication in 
China. In addition, Carey has published Systematics for God’s 
Glory: God, Creation, Decrees and Providence by Jonathan 
Bayes (UK Director). We are delighted to see this book in 
print, and will be distributing the book throughout the Philip-
pines this coming year. Other writing projects to augment our 
curriculum are underway.

Nathan (video/editor) has completed a series of lectures 
on Counselling by Carl Muller and is currently editing a series 
on Systematics by Jonathan Bayes. All our audio/video ma-
terial will be available in multiple formats. We hope through 
this to extend our reach even further. 

There is a great need for expansion in Iloilo, Philippines. We 
hope to raise funds for new buildings estimated at $35,000. 
Please pray for this building project.

We thank the Lord for your prayers, and we ask that you 
would continue to pray for Carey as we press on for his glory: 

• Pray that the Lord would meet our needs and that we 
would faithfully follow him in joyful obedience.

• Pray for the safety of our lecturers and students through 
the coming year. 

• Pray for Carey Printing Press as it grows, that we would 
be able to publish these new books and provide resour-
ces for students around the world. 

• Pray that the Lord would lead regarding the opportun-
ities for new Bible Institutes, that they would be estab-
lished and firmly rooted in the truth of the gospel.

• Pray for Bob Penhearow as he prepares for a 7-week 
trip: Far East, Philippines, India, Lebanon and UK. Pray 

NEWSBYTES
+ Sovereign Grace Community Church, Sarnia, ON
January 6, 2013 saw the baptism of two believers, both 
of whom are over 60! We rejoice with SGCC as they 
celebrate these precious times in the life of their church.

+ Grimsby Bible Church, Grimsby, ON
On November 9–10, 2012, Grimsby Bible Church took 
part in the “Multiply” livestream event hosted by Francis 
Chan and David Platt. It was an encouragement to the 
church and an ongoing springboard of challenge to 
them as they seek to live out “the Great Commission” 
into their community. You can find out more info and 
resources at www.multiplymovement.com.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

that the Lord would protect and strengthen him. He will 
be teaching and conferencing, so pray also for clarity of 
mind and wisdom. 

Thank you for your partnership as we press on together 
with our God-given mandate: “Training spiritual leaders that 
shape the church and influence the nations.” 

For regular updates on the work of Carey Outreach Minis-
tries, see www.careyoutreach.org.—BOB PENHEAROW

THE PHILIPPINES: Lecturer Bill James (Emmanuel Evangelical Church, Leamington Spa, 
U.K.) surrounded by pastors and students after a theological study session in May 2012.
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| news & EVENTS

BY PIA THOMPSON ›› Who doesn’t love a wedding? A beautiful 
bride, an elegant gown, a love-struck groom grinning (or crying) 
as he watches his bride come down the aisle. Tears during the 
vows, sore facial muscles from perma-grin after all the pictures. 
Flowers, food and fun.

Our eldest daughter was recently married. While it’s never easy 
to let them go, it was a joy to see her marry a fellow believer.

Scripture begins and ends with a wedding. The first one was the 
model of the final one, because marriage represents Christ and his 
bride, the church.

The church is represented in various ways in Scripture; it is a 
building, a family, a loaf, a body, a soldier, a city, jewels, branches 
and sheep, among others. But the loveliest image is that of a bride; 
loved from eternity past, wooed in the present and kept into eter-
nity future. She is a pure virgin, espoused to Christ. In spite of be-
ing marred by sin, because of the sacrifice of our Bridegroom, we 
can be presented “faultless, without spot or blemish.”

The Lover of our souls is Faithful and True. He is represented as 
a Bridegroom, who will forever rejoice over his bride. We will also 
rejoice when we hear the Bridegroom’s voice. 

In Song of Solomon, the King is represented as a lover. In spite 
of how the bride sees her own faults, he says, “Behold you are fair 
my love. There is no spot in you.” He never holds our sins against 
us. What a comfort! We can see our sins so clearly and feel un-

worthy of such a Lover, but he is al-
ways gentle with us. “Neither do I 
condemn you; go and sin no more.” 
Such mercy!

Our family is very multicultural. 
Our son-in-law is Egyptian, so we 
had stuffed grape leaves alongside 
open-faced salmon sandwiches for 

the Finns. The wedding feast in heaven will also be multicultural, 
with the redeemed representing all nations, tribes, peoples, and 
tongues. Imagine the food!

Although the wedding itself seemed to be over before we real-
ized, the marriage was just beginning. The marriage feast in heav-
en will inaugurate our new life in the presence of Christ. How can 
we begin to contemplate eternity?

Most cultures focus on the bride. All eyes are on her. Women 
comment on her dress, her hair, her beauty. The wedding in heav-
en will be focused on the Groom. It is after all, called the marriage 
feast of the Lamb. We love him although we’ve never seen him. He 
is “the fairest of ten thousand.” One day we will see with our eyes 
the One we recognize with our hearts. We won’t be able to keep 
our eyes off him: “Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see 
you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take 
from you” (John 16:22).

A verse in the hymn, “The sands of time are sinking,” by Anne R. 
Cousins captures this idea so well,

The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s face; 
I will not gaze at glory, but on my King of Grace; 
Not at the crown He giveth, but on His pierced hand; 
The Lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel’s land. 

| GUEST column

HERE COMES THE 
BRIDEGROOM ?

One day we will see 
with our eyes the 
One we recognize 
with our hearts.  
We won’t be able  
to keep our eyes  
off him…

FEBRUARY 11, 2013
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: J.C. Ryle
Speaker: Roger Fellows
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

FEBRUARY 16, 2013
FYFE STUDY CENTRE 
SEMINAR
Speaker: Tony Costa
Theme: The reliability of 
Scripture
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cost: $30/person
Held at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church, Sarnia
sovereigngracesarnia.com

MARCH 4, 2013
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Sexual purity
Speaker: Carl Muller
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

MARCH 5–6, 2013
TBS OPEN HOUSE DAYS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
Attend lectures, meet 
faculty, discuss diploma 
and degree options. Enjoy 
great food & fellowship!
Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

APRIL 8, 2013
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Burial or cremation?
Speaker: Bob Penhearow
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

APRIL 27, 2013
CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR
Speaker: Michael Haykin
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Topic: Canadian Baptists
Cost: $10/person
Held at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church, Sarnia
sovereigngracesarnia.com

MAY 3–4, 2013 
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Pia Thompson
Theme: Self-control
Plan to attend the annual 
SGF ladies’ get-together—
friendships, fellowship, 
prayer and time in the Word.
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON
For more details:
www.sgfcanada.com

AUGUST 17–23, 2013
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Conrad Mbewe 
from Lusaka, Zambia
A great opportunity for 
ministry, fellowship, sports 
& programs for all ages. 
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer plans.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Stay tuned.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM
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W hy are we saved? 
What purpose 
did God have in 
mind when he 
drew us to him-
self? A simple 
yet comprehen-

sive answer is that we might glorify God. 
But what does that mean in practical 

terms? Essentially, that we might be holy 
and obedient to the Lord. Paul expresses it 
well: he (God) predestinated us “to be con-
formed to the likeness of his Son” (Rom-
ans 8:29). How exactly does that happen? 
How are we made more Christ-like? There 
are those who teach that it is by faith. As 
we are justified by faith so we are to be 
sanctified (made holy) by faith. Moreover, 
as we are justified in a moment, so we can 
be sanctified in a moment. This teaching 
was made popular by Robert and Hannah 
Pearsall Smith in the late nineteenth cen-
tury. Their views became the foundation of 
the Keswick movement, and have led to a 
variety of perfectionist ideas as well as the 
popular “let go and let God” teaching.

Now these views are not without some 
truth—few errors are. Of course, faith is 
involved in our sanctification. Paul says: 

“The life I live in the body, I live by faith in 
the Son of God” (Galatians 2:20). There 
must also be a total dependence on the 
Lord for whatever progress we make. How-
ever, this is but one side of the picture, and 
the other side is vital. The Christian life is 
more frequently presented to us as a pro-
cess requiring effort—striving, running, 
fighting. Paul said to Timothy: “Fight the 
good fight of the faith” (1 Timothy 6:12). 
J.C. Ryle wrote in his book, Holiness: “The 
Christian is a man of war. If we would be 
holy, we must fight.” 

We need to fight because there are ene-
mies who seek to destroy our souls. Cer-
tainly the devil is a mighty foe. Bunyan 
portrayed that well in Pilgrim’s Progress, es-
pecially in his fight against Apollyon. We 
should never underestimate the devil’s 
power. He is described as a lion (1 Peter 
5:8), but also as an angel of light (2 Cor-
inthians 11:14). His deceptive ways are 
every bit as dangerous as his outward on-
slaughts. Another dangerous enemy is the 
world (James 4:4). By this we mean the 
values, the standards and the goals of this 
world. They are absolutely opposed to 

those of the kingdom of God. If we follow 
them we will be defeated spiritually. An-
other enemy is what the Bible calls “the 
flesh” or sinful nature. In one sense, the 
worst enemy is within us. When we are 
converted, sin’s dominion is broken, but 
sin is never eradicated, and we must fight 
it and mortify it continually. The fact that 
we know peace with God (Romans 5:1) 
does not mean that fighting has ceased. 
There is an inward peace, but there is also 
ongoing warfare.

Fighting is tough, but Paul says it is a 
“good” fight. What is good about warfare? 
With its suffering and death, destruction 
and poverty, warfare brings much that is 
horrible and evil. But spiritual warfare, 
although painful, is good. It is good in its 
purpose—to destroy the works of the 
devil. It is good in its benefits to us: it 
teaches us dependence upon the Lord. It 
teaches us humility when we realize that 
we are not sufficient of ourselves. It is 
good in its ultimate purpose—to bring 
glory to our great Captain, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is good because if we are faithful 
and do not faint in the battle, we will en-
ter into glory and hear the Lord’s com-
mendation, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant” (Matthew 25:21). 

Paul also says that the fight is the fight 

“of the faith.” As we mentioned, faith is in-
volved in the fight, but when the term is 
used with the article “the faith,” it usually 
refers to the body of Christian faith—in 
other words, what we believe (see Jude 3). 
Some Christians tell us that as long as we 
love Jesus we don’t need to worry about 
knowing the Bible and all its doctrines. If 
that were true, why has God given us the 
Bible? If all we needed to know was that 
Jesus loves us, just a few pages would suf-
fice, but my Bible has more than 1,000 
pages. Moreover, Paul tells us, “All Scrip-
ture is God-breathed and useful for teach-
ing, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work” (2 Timothy 3:16–17). If all 
Scripture is God-breathed then we need 
to know all of Scripture—and that will 
take more than a lifetime. 

If we are to be equipped for every good 
work, that would include spiritual war-
fare which as we have just seen is a good 
fight. If we are to wage an effective and 
victorious warfare against Satan, the 
world and the flesh, we need to know our 
Bibles. We need to understand the devil’s 
tactics. As the apostle wrote, “we are not 
unaware of his schemes” (2 Corinthians 
2:11). As we read the Scriptures, we see 
how Satan works. We see examples of his 
attacks on God’s people. When they are 
victorious over the enemy, we are encour-
aged to follow the same path. When they 
fail, we are warned against the weakness-
es that brought about their defeat. We see 
the devil’s attempts to deceive people. We 
can be equipped to deal with every attack, 
and we know where our strength lies—in 
the Lord alone. 

Friend, how goes the battle? Are you 
even aware that there is a battle, or are you 
oblivious to that? Those who know noth-
ing of spiritual warfare know little, if any-
thing, about spiritual life. If Satan does not 
think it worthwhile to attack us, then we 
are no threat to his kingdom.

If we are true believers, we will know 
something of spiritual warfare. Doubtless 
we will bemoan our frequent defeats, but if 
we are true disciples of Christ we will with 
every defeat call upon the Lord to help us, 
and by his grace, victories will be the norm 
not the exception. May God help us all to 
fight the good fight of the faith! 

Engaging in God-glorifying spiritual warfare. BY ROGER FELLOWS

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT
SPOTLIGHT
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With a sweeping survey of the prophets, brad powers 
shows how God’s purposes in the new covenant and the 
promise of “all things new” are not only the bedrock  
of our faith but the source of radical heart change for 
today’s covenant-breakers.

Introduction
As I write this, lists hang on our refrigerator anticipating new 
items to be received as Christmas gifts. Calendars are at the ready 
in drawers, to be retrieved along with the shouts of “Happy New 
Year.” I still enjoy some thrill when things are new, but only by 
suspending what I know of the harsh realities that some of that 
which is “new” will be broken by Boxing Day; only brief days into 
the New Year it will become clear that it is just as wearying as the 
old one.

When my parents moved closer to their family for their senior 
years, they decided to buy a newly constructed home, because that 
would give them several years without having to worry about ma-
jor repairs. That was nearly seventeen years ago: the water tank 
has been replaced, the roof redone. The concept was good, but a 
home is not “new” for very long! “Abide with me” has it right when 
it declares, “Change and decay in all around I see.”

Given this experience, it startles when we look at the Bible and 
see how important this little word “new” really is. “Old” and 
“New”even mark the divisions of Scripture itself! Does it mean 
“new” as in “new to me,” of our most recent “pre-owned” vehicle? 
Is it new like the latest electronic gadget 2.0 that causes line-ups 
until 3.0 comes along, and relegates all previous models to the bar-
gain catalogues?

The day God created the heavens and the earth everything was 
new. In a stunning display of arrogant stupidity, we—the human 
race—plunged it into the above-mentioned change and decay.

“All things new” seems to be the case after the waters of the 
Flood recede, but we are not finished reading the record of that in 
Genesis 9 before the curse is back; things are not quite new—the 
humans aren’t! In due course, God calls Abraham, and his family 
marks a new beginning. But what a family! How often through the 
records of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons do we find ourselves 
shaking our heads: this is our hope?

Hope indeed springs up when God hears the cries of his op-
pressed people, and delivers them out of Egypt—until we watch 
them dance around the golden calf in the wilderness, in sight of 
the very mountain that is smoking with the fiery glory of God.

The details of the history of “God’s precious possession” become 
more and more sordid through the time of the Judges, until we can 
barely stand to read it. When the people ask for a king, we might 
wonder about the purity of their motives, but hope along with 
them that this will be a truly new beginning. Sadly, hope is dashed 
as their king shows growing evidence of insanity. Perhaps, if we 
had a king “after God’s own heart,” that would meet the case. So 
God gives them one who shows enough evidence of faithfulness, 
justice and delight in the law of the Lord to renew hope, were it 
not for the days he displays faithlessness, injustice and horrible 

breeches of the law. What is more troubling still is that the first 
King of David’s line, David himself, for all these failings is the high 
watermark. Disastrous reigns follow, relieved only occasionally by 
a king who does what is right, before his son takes over the throne 
and undoes any good his father had done.

The prophets are sent as witnesses condemning God’s own 
people. Graphically, angrily, tearfully, they warn of the path of self-
destruction chosen by the nation, but the hard hearts of the people 
prevent their return, and the end draws near.

After all these generations, one thing is crystal clear: something 
far more radical than political change and half-hearted reform is 
needed to clear these deep-seated problems. This is exactly what is 
foretold by the same prophets who announced judgement. Their 
accuracy in the promised doom should cause us to pay close atten-
tion when three key prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel—all 
make reference to the promise of something new.

Isaiah 65:17–19: Isaiah and the 
promise of a new creation

Popular culture always represents prophets as grim characters, 
loners, carrying some message of doom. While even a fairly quick 
read of these texts will show that there are many promises and 
much hope, it is true that the calling of a prophet was not easy or 
popular. The people were not only stubbornly rebellious; they de-
nied there was a problem!

Isaiah’s day had much to commend it: of the kings he lists in 
verse one, all but Ahaz had their good points, and Hezekiah was 
one of the best that Judah ever had.

But this is exactly the reason for much of the gloom. As good a 
king as Hezekiah was, there is no evidence that he made any real 
impact on the people, and his son Manasseh was so evil and violent 
that the Lord never forgot his crimes. The pending judgement 
could no longer be averted; Isaiah is commissioned preach the 
land into desolation (Isaiah 6).

God demonstrates through Isaiah that the problem is not only 
with Israel. All the nations are called to account as the words of 
judgement pile up. No one escapes God’s all-seeing eye, and no one 
is able to avoid his crushing wrath. We are left with the distinct 
impression that, if this does not let up, there will be nothing left in 
all the earth!

Once the northern part of the kingdom falls to Assyria, Isaiah’s 
words of judgement cannot be dismissed. That powerful army 
comes within a hair of destroying Jerusalem! Tragically, the nation 
still does not see a problem. Isaiah opens with the Lord’s scathing 
evaluation of his people: even an ox is smart enough to know the 
master who feeds him! The people think that their trust in reli-
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gious activities will stem the tide of judgement, but God hates 
their prayers and sacrifices.

But it is at this low point, when despair is building rapidly, that 
the promise comes. Even with sin red like scarlet, God can make 
them white as snow (Isaiah 1:18–20). Where Ahaz in his wicked-
ness will not listen to the prophet, “Emmanuel” will come (7:14). 
When no one can be found to help, the Lord himself will intervene 
(59:14–21). And as the book draws to a close, the promise of a new 
heaven and new earth is given (65:17; 66:22). The promise is indeed 
radical: no mere renovation this! A complete rebuild is in view.

Jeremiah 31:31–34: Jeremiah and 
the promise of a new covenant

Some years pass, during which the wicked Manasseh brings the 
nation to the brink of judgement. Jeremiah describes conditions 
that are familiar in nature from reading Isaiah, but far more in-
tense. If he is a loner, a weeping prophet, it is not by choice: even 
some of his relatives are plotting to kill him! Days of being in hid-
ing give way to months under house arrest as the city is surrounded 
by the armies of Babylon.

There is an optimistic note as he reluctantly takes up God’s call, 
because Josiah is on the throne, a young man who had learned to 
seek the Lord. Judah is barely an echo of its former glory, but the 
child-king gives everything he has to restoring true worship and 
the knowledge of the Lord. A brief lull in international politics 
gives him some breathing room.

But no one, least of all the Lord and his lamenting prophet Jere-
miah, thinks that anything has changed. Josiah, whether from 
youthful exuberance or misplaced zeal, overreaches himself, and 
dies young. With him the last hope of politically-driven change 
dies. Jehoiakim follows, a puppet king installed by Pharaoh, who 
callously burns the scroll containing Jeremiah’s warnings. The 
people think Jeremiah is being worked up over nothing: after all, 
God will never destroy the city where his temple stands.

God’s perspective is very different. He had “married” this 
people, but they broke the covenant and violated those marriage 
vows. Their commitment to do all that the Lord commanded was 
long dead. The people were ready to dismiss the Lord’s complaint 
with a shrug of the shoulders, and a nonchalant, “Nobody’s per-
fect.” But it was no mere slip-up: they had rejected the Lord; they 
had broken faith.

What now? Jeremiah is devastated, and listens from his confine-
ment as the city starves; perhaps he hears the king and his counsel-
ors trying to tunnel through the wall and escape certain death. 
Surely he hears the shouts as the king is captured, and the wall 
broken down; most heartbreaking to watch would have been the 
temple smashed, its huge timbers in flames, its riches being loot-
ed. It was over.

Once again, out of the ashes, we find the word “new.” A new 
covenant—of a different order entirely. A new covenant where the 
law will be inscribed on the inside, in place of the sins that had 
been inscribed there (see Jeremiah 17:1).

What is the key to this glorious new covenant, where all shall 
know the Lord from least to greatest? What is the foundation that 
brings about the long-standing promise that God will be their God, 
and they will be his people? Forgiveness! After betrayal, unfaith-
fulness, incorrigible wickedness, their sins and iniquities will be 
remembered no more; God will forgive them.

Ezekiel 36:25–27: Ezekiel and 
the promise of a new constitution
Ezekiel lived and worked at the same time as Jeremiah, except he 
had been carried away to Babylon in one of Nebuchadnezzar’s ear-
lier raids. But that vantage point does nothing to change the diag-
nosis. The problem described in Isaiah 1 and Jeremiah 31 of a rebel-
lious heart remains the cause of this great affliction and sorrow. 
Ezekiel will call it a “heart of stone,” cold, unfeeling, dead to God. 
How else could their addiction to idolatry be explained?

Addicted they were; in vision after vision, Ezekiel hammers 
home the point that the people are rotten to the core. This time, 
the critique centres on the temple and their worship, as the proph-
et sees the representation of the glory of the Lord rise up, and 
slowly and reluctantly move toward the door, over the threshold, 
out of the temple courts, across the valley and out of the city: God’s 
dwelling is so polluted that he condemns it as unfit for habitation. 
No wonder, as Jeremiah had said, the temple could provide no pro-
tection: it was an empty shell. The curse could fall unhindered.

If you have stayed with me this far, it is time to come clean: the 
words of these prophets are not to be seen as mere ancient history, 
about a people long gone, and the political maneuvering hundreds 
of years before Christ. They describe us!

We, too, might mistakenly think when a sense of inadequacy or 
guilt comes over us that we need but try to do a little better. Perhaps 
we made a few resolutions the last time New Year’s Eve came 
around, and perhaps we will revise those a little next time. A little 
more religion has been added to your schedule, and your charitable 
receipt will be something you can be proud to staple to your tax 
return. These kinds of efforts are those noted in these prophets, 
however, and we must take careful note that God rejects them all.

Something far more radical is needed: and that is what these 
“new things” are all about: Isaiah promises a new heaven and 
earth; Jeremiah, a new covenant—a new way to relate to God and 
especially to be forgiven; Ezekiel, a new heart and a new spirit: 
changed to the very core of our being. We need all things new!

But readers of the Old Testament will notice that, even after all 
the events threatened in these prophets had actually occurred, and 
the captivity drew to a close, the people only returned to the land. 
The essence of these promises—that they would return to the Lord 
—never happened. Just as the Flood cured nothing at the start of 
this record, the captivity fell far short of the stated goal. Where 
does the fulfilment lie? When are all things made new?

John 3:3–5: The new has come—
the birth that sanctifies

Do you ever feel a pang of sympathy for Nicodemus? An important 
man, he arranges a quiet night-time rabbi-to-rabbi chat with Jesus 
—a couple of university professors discussing the meaning of life 
over coffee—and Jesus jarringly puts him in his place: How can he 
discuss such things unless he is “born from above”? No one can 
even see the kingdom, let alone enter it, without that. Suddenly, 
the learned teacher feels like he is back in kindergarten on those 
little chairs with his knees up around his ears learning the alphabet.

But Nicodemus should have known this already, Jesus argues. After 
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| TEEN beat

QUESTIONING 
GOD

BY MARK HUDSON ›› What I miss most, since re-
tiring from teaching, is the interaction with young 
people who ask challenging questions. Not the 
ones that usually begin with “what” and “how”—
though, “What are you doing with that rock?’ and 
“How do you think you’re going to pay for that?” 

can be vital questions given the right circumstance. The answers 
to these types of inquiries, however, can often be full of useful facts 
and prescriptive steps, but they can simply fill the mind without 
necessarily stretching it. The two questions that create the greatest 
stirring of the mental greymatter begin with “why” and “what if.” 

Granted, these questions can also 
lead to cognitive dead ends; we have 
all burdened our parents with our 
incessant why-ning. It is a great ver-
bal comeback, especially if our plan 
is to delay, avoid or simply be a pain. 
“Why,” however, is often the first 
step in seeking justification for our 

actions or those of others. “What if” engages the imagination and 
allows people to move beyond the familiar and everyday. Pursuit of 
its answers leads to great breakthroughs in medical science, the 
writing of beautiful music and the design and construction of tow-
ering structures down to the tiniest utilizers of nano-technology.

The answers to thought-provoking questions are open ended, 
complex and unpredictable. There may be multiple answers… or 
no answer at all. When facing challenging situations, even with 
the basic facts before us, these questions often arise to provoke us. 
We wonder why a young child is diagnosed with cancer or why the 
one we like chooses to like someone else. If our proximity to a 
serious situation meant that our actions or inactions may have had 
a bearing on the outcome, we can be quick to grill ourselves with a 
series of what ifs. The answers may be painful because variations 
could have made the outcome very different. 

We probably know people who can help us when knowing what 
and how is not enough. We should never forget that God is per-
fectly able to deal with these questions as well. Habakkuk, in great 
distress over the evils in Israel, cried out to God, “Why do You 
show me iniquity and cause me to see trouble?” meaning, “Why is 
there no justice?” In that little book, he asks why several times and, 
by reading its few pages, you’ll see that the answers God gives are 
not simplistic or unfeeling, but deep, thoughtful, thorough and ef-
fectual in bringing about his will. Remember Abraham, when he 
was told about the imminent destruction of Sodom, asked God 
what if until he had the Lord‘s promise that even ten righteous 
would avert the disaster. He was never rebuked for imagining the 
potential extremes of God’s mercy.

God will answer the toughest questions. When we seriously ask 
why and what if, though, we need to be ready for answers such as, 
“Look and watch, be utterly astounded, for I will work a work in 
your days…” or, “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in 
God, believe also in Me.” Perhaps we’ll explore the faithfulness of 
God in Christ by asking, “Lord, what if I learned to              , just the 
way Jesus did?” Now, that is an open ended question that will 
stretch your mind, please God and do the world a lot of good! 

God will answer the 
toughest questions. 
When we seriously 

ask why and what if, 
though, we need  

to be ready for 
answers…

all, Ezekiel said so. One must be born of water and of Spirit: Is that 
not the promise of Ezekiel 36? Washed from the pollution of idolatry 
in the deepest recesses of our hearts, and a new Spirit put within.

This is what Jesus came to do. Through faith in him, we do not 
just revise our list of rules, or secure a reservation for heaven, we 
are radically changed.

Hebrews 10:12–17: The new has 
come—the blood that saves

When Jeremiah spoke about the “new covenant,” the results of the 
old covenant lay broken all around him. The rubble of Jerusalem was 
indisputable proof of Paul’s contention that “by the law is the know-
ledge of sin.” We are guilty as charged; we are covenant-breakers of 
the worst order, and are “without excuse.”

But there was another night that appeared to Jesus’ disciples as 
equally disastrous: their Master had insisted on talking about go-
ing to Jerusalem to die the horrid death of the cross—even having 
the audacity to suggest that it was good for them that he go away! 
As they sat at supper together, Jesus lifted up a cup and said, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you.” Just as Jesus 
had said about Isaiah at the start of his public ministry, “this day is 
this Scripture fulfilled in your ears,” even now he is declaring the 
fulfilment of Jeremiah’s promise.

The claim is staggering: at that moment, the 600-year old prom-
ise is set in place. From that moment on, the only way a sinner—
any sinner—can relate to God is through the blood of Jesus Christ.

Hebrews quotes the whole of this promise from Jeremiah 31:31–
34 in Hebrews 8, and then amplifies what that means, coming to the 
grand conclusion and the fundamental truth in 10:12–17: through 
the one sacrifice for sin forever, there is forgiveness: there is no 
more sacrifice for sin; once for all, Jesus has made his people clean!

This new way to God is far better, as Hebrews likes to say: a 
“new and living way” through Christ to the Father (10:20). He is 
able to save them completely who come to God by him (7:25). He 
is exactly the high priest—and the only priest—we need.

2 Peter 3:11–14: The new has 
come—the blessing that stands

Finally, the first prophet we looked at—Isaiah—had declared that 
there would be a new heaven and a new earth. Peter takes up that 
promise, and declares that it is that for which we wait. His world 
—like ours—is filled with scoffers, ready to mock the promise of 
all things new, since it had been so long and nothing had changed.

But Peter reminded them that God is at work! The evidence is 
there if we have eyes to see. God is faithful, patient, and keeps his 
promises. This should prompt our persistent desire to be found in 
him. If we are wise, we will call upon the Name of the Lord Jesus, 
who makes all things new.

Paul once wrote that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old is gone; the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). Does this 
describe you? Do you see that it describes what you really need—to 
be completely remade in Christ? If so, the promise stands: come to 
Jesus Christ and live!  
BRAD POWERS IS PASTOR OF BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH, SUDBURY, ON. 
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BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› It was John Welsey’s 
heir apparent John Fletcher who once remarked 
that next to the Bible “one of the greatest blessings 
that God has bestowed upon the Methodists…is 
their hymns.” The central figure behind these 
hymns, of course, was Charles Wesley (1707–

1788), the eighteenth child born to Samuel Wesley and his wife 
Susanna (née Annesley). He arrived prematurely on December 10, 
1707, and apparently spent his earliest days of life wrapped in 
wool, neither opening his eyes nor raising his voice. But his voice 
would not always be silent! For fifty years after his conversion in 
1738, it would announce, in sermon and in song, the good news of 
God’s redemption through faith in Christ.

The story is told of how Charles, as a young boy, refused an offer 
of becoming the heir of a wealthy Anglo-Irish cousin, Garret Wes-
ley, since it would remove him from the bonds of his family and 
friends. Another cousin, Richard Colley, went in Charles’ stead 
and became Richard Colley Wesley—the grandfather of Marquis 
Wellesley, who colonized India, and of the Duke of Wellington, 
who defeated Napoleon at Waterloo. How much history hung on a 
small boy’s decision! Yet, Charles Wesley also left a heritage, one 
more permanent than any empire and more powerful than any 
army: his hymns.

The pathway to conversion
Charles went up to study at Oxford in 1726. Initially he lived a 
carefree undergraduate life, intent only on having a good time. But 
by 1729 he had become quite devout and threw all of his energies 
into seeking to live the Christian life. But he was not converted; 
and he was seeking to build his Christian faith and hope of salva-
tion on his good works. Nearly ten years were to elapse before 
Charles came to Christ on May 21, 1738, Pentecost Sunday.

The key figure in his conversion was Peter Böhler (1712–1775), a 
German Moravian missionary. Early in that year, while living in Lon-
don, Charles had fallen ill and had actually come close to death. Böh-
ler came to visit him and spoke to him about his need of salvation. 
Böhler asked him: “Do you hope to be saved?” When Charles assured 
him that he did, Böhler enquired further: “For what reason do 
you hope it?” “Because I have used my best endeavours to 
serve God,” returned Charles. At such an inadequate 
response, Böhler shook his head sadly and said no 
more. Charles later admitted that he considered 
Böhler to be most uncharitable and thought to 
himself, “What, are not my endeavours a suffi-
cient ground of hope? Would he rob me of my 
endeavours? I have nothing else to trust to.” 
Charles would learn that salvation is not based 
on our works, no matter how seemingly right-
eous in our eyes. It is the free gift of God’s mercy.

Pentecost Sunday, 1738
It was another Moravian, by the name of William 
Holland (d.1761), who gave Charles a copy of Martin 
Luther’s commentary on Galatians to read. Holland, in 
fact, has been identified as the one who was reading this commen-
tary on May 24, 1738, at Aldersgate Street when Charles’ brother 
John Wesley was converted. On May 17, 1738, Charles noted in his 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on hymns of the past

CHARLES WESLEY—HYMNWRITER EXTRAORDINAIRE
diary: “I spent some hours this evening in private with Luther, 
who was greatly blessed to me, …I laboured, waited, and prayed to 
feel ‘Who loved me and gave Himself for me’.” 

On May 21, Pentecost Sunday, Charles awoke with great expect-
ation. Still confined to bed because of his sickness, he was visited 
by his older brother John. After John had left, Charles lay back to 
sleep. He awoke to hear the voice of a woman (actually the sister 
of the man in whose house he was staying) saying: “In the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth, arise and believe, and thou shalt be healed of thy 
infirmities.” The woman, a Mrs. Turner, had been commanded by 
the Lord in a dream to convey this message. Charles was physically 
healed and spiritually converted. Three days later, on May 24, his 
brother John was also converted.

“Where shall my wondering soul begin?”
Immediately after his conversion, Wesley began writing what 
would be the first of his 6,000 hymns (another 3,000 are classified 
as poems). His pen would not be silent for the next fifty years. It 
works out to be about 10 lines in verse a day for fifty years! 

Both Charles and John regarded the hymns as central in nur-
turing and sustaining the Evangelical revivals of the eighteenth 
century. Writing the introduction to A Collection of Hymns, for the 
Use of the People Called Methodists (1780), John Wesley noted that 
this hymnal is recommended “to every truly pious reader, as a 
means of raising or quickening the spirit of devotion; of con-
firming his faith; of enlivening his hope; and of kindling and in-
creasing his love to God and man.”

It is widely thought that Wesley’s first hymn was “Where shall 
my wondering soul begin?” Charles Wesley’s journal for May 21, 
1738, the day of his conversion runs thus: 

At nine, I began an hymn upon my conversion, but I was per-
suaded to break off for fear of pride. Mr. Bray [a friend], com-
ing encouraged me to proceed in spite of Satan. I prayed 
Christ to stand by me, and finished the hymn.

The first two stanzas of ‘Where shall my wondering soul begin?’ 
well express Wesley’s experience of conversion:

Where shall my wondering soul begin?
How shall I all to heaven aspire?

A slave redeemed from death and sin,
A brand plucked from eternal fire,
How shall I equal triumphs raise,
Or sing my great Deliverer’s praise?

O how shall I the goodness tell,
Father, which Thou to me hast showed?

That I, a child of wrath and hell,
I should be called a child of God,

Should know, should feel my sins forgiven,
Blessed with this antepast of heaven!

The sequel to this article
In the second installment of this article on Wesley and his hymns, 
we shall look at six of the major characteristics of his hymns, and 
examine one of his hymns in more detail. 
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KINGDOM THROUGH 
COVENANT
A biblical-theological understanding 
of the covenants 
BY PETER J. GENTRY AND  
STEPHEN J. WELLUM
Crossway (2012), 848 pgs
ISBN 978-1433514647

The heart of Scripture involves 
a proper understanding of the 
covenants. Covenant theology is 
hotly debated among paedo-
baptists and Baptists alike. To 
borrow the cliché often used of 
Barth’s Romerbrief, Kingdom 
through Covenant is the bomb 
that exploded in the playground 
of covenant theology. What is 
gratifying is that it is written by 
two Canadians from our circle. 
Both are professors at South-
ern Seminary, and also teach  
at Toronto Baptist Seminary. 
Wellum’s pedigree reaches back 
to Trinity Baptist; his chapters 
form bookends that deal with 
systematic-theological issues 
and argue for a middle view be-
tween dispensationalism and 
covenant theology called “pro-
gressive covenantalism.” Gentry 
traces the covenants biblically, 
putting his Old Testament and 
linguistic expertise on display. 
Whatever one’s view of coven-
ant theology, this book war-
rants a careful and thoughtful 
read.—IAN HUGH CLARY

ENOUGH
BY HELEN ROSEVEARE
Christian Focus (2011), 78 pgs
ISBN 978-1845507510

For those unfamiliar with Dr. 
Roseveare, she went as a life-

long WEC missionary to the 
Congo in 1953. This book, re-
cently written late in her life, is 
a small gem. Taking her cues 
from her own struggles, she 
examines how God has shown 
her that he has enough grace 
for all her needs.

Composed of six short chap-
ters, Helen explores how God 
is enough for salvation, assur-
ance and emotional support; 
what it means to please God, 
experience joy, contentment 
and sufficiency in him. Honest 
about her struggles with pride, 
complacency with sin, fear of 
being alone or dependent on 
others, experiences with illness 
and danger, Helen reveals how 
God used his Word to change 
her heart attitudes. Alongside 
hymns and Scripture, her ex-
perience of God’s sufficiency is 
soul nourishing.—JANICE P. VAN ECK

LITERATURE
A student’s guide
BY LOUIS A. MARKOS
Crossway (2012), 144 pgs
ISBN 978-1433531439

Literature begins with the rebut-
tal every literary scholar must 
master many times in conver-
sations with those who ask the 
disparaging question: “What 
does studying literature have to 
do with real life?” Markos en-
gagingly answers the question, 
drawing parts of his argument 
from famous English literary 
defenders such as Sir Philip 
Sidney and P.B. Shelley. The book 
features a helpful layperson’s 
guide to important literary eras 

and authors—a great tool for 
someone wishing to find some 
enjoyable classics to get ab-
sorbed in. Markos introduces 
both poetry and prose and 
helpfully discusses technical 
components such as metre, 
rhyme, symbolism and allusion. 
Unfortunately this adequate 
layperson’s guide to literature 
is tainted by a subpar appraisal 
of free verse poetry and “post-
modern” literary theory.
—TAYLOR KRAAYENBRINK

TYNDALE
The man who gave God an  
English voice 
BY DAVID TEEMS
Thomas Nelson (2012), 304 pgs
ISBN 978-1595552211

This is by far one of the most 
interesting biographies I have 
read in a long time. Beautifully 
crafted prose from David 
Teems takes the reader behind 
the scenes of the Reformation 
and into the world of Henry 
VIII and sixteenth-century 
European life. It brings Tyn-
dale to life—a man who lived 
almost his entire adult life on 
the run and in the shadows, 
pursued by countless men 
seeking his demise, while he 
pursued his single-minded 
passion to get the Word of God 
into the language of the “Eng-
lish ploughboy.” A rivetting read, 
Tyndale takes the reader on a 
journey, exploring the surround-
ing characters, from Cardinal 
Wolsey to Thomas More, Eras-
mus and John Frith. It show-
cases the enormous influence 

Tyndale had on the develop-
ment of the English language—
there is much for those inter-
ested in literature to learn and 
revel in here—and, of preemi-
nence, his beautiful crafting of 
the translation of the entire 
New Testament and some of 
the Old Testament into Eng-
lish. His books outlawed and 
burned, his life constantly at 
risk, frequently betrayed and 
even shipwrecked, Tyndale’s 
life as exile for the cause of the 
gospel is a gripping story. And, 
what a legacy! It is due, in part, 
to Tyndale’s determination that 
I enjoy the Bible in my own 
tongue.—JPV  

GOD’S OUTLAW
The real story of William Tyndale and 
the English Bible 
BY VOM AND A. PAQUETTE
ILLUSTRATED BY R.F. RALAVICINI
The Voice of the Martyrs (2007), 44 pgs
ISBN 978-0882640204

This illustrated book for read-
ers aged 7–11 is a wonderful 
way to introduce children to 
both the work of Bible transla-
tion and the life of William 
Tyndale. Combining colourful 
illustrations and informative 
text, God’s outlaw tells the story 
of Tyndale’s translation work, 
his shipwreck, exile and “life 
on the run,” all the while ex-
plaining why it was so import-
ant to Tyndale that the Word of 
God be available in a language 
that the average English person 
could read. Another superb re-
source for children from The 
Voice of the Martyrs!—JPV 
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› Jane Austen (1775–
1817), the author of Pride and Prejudice, remains 
one of the world’s most celebrated authors. Mil-
lions of Jane Austen novels are sold each year 
around the globe. But Austen’s enduring import-
ance goes well beyond “flash in the pan” popularity 

(her six novels have not been out of print since they first appeared 
200 years ago) or mere escapist entertainment; Austen’s novels 
address fundamentally human concerns and can provide great in-
sight into what it means to be a Chris-
tian in a fallen world, especially a 
world which is painted with a veneer 
of order and civility.

Jane Austen lived during one of the 
most tumultuous times in history—
the American Revolution, the French 
Revolution, the Industrial Revolution… just to name a few 
events. All of her novels are set during the period of the Napo-
leonic Wars; however, in her books she rarely makes mention of 
this or any other major historical event. In fact, “nothing” really 
happens in Austen’s novels at all! No explosions, no duels to the 
death, and no “high adrenaline” horse-and-buggy chases… One 
critic notes that no one even bleeds in an Austen novel. To some 
sceptics, Austen sounds like an out-of-touch idealist or, at best, 
an artist on par with Thomas Kinkade. But Austen was no nostal-
gist, lost in the romantic past, nor was she a sentimentalist. She 
simply urges her readers to delight in the small but immensely 
enjoyable moments that make up the present. Our lives consist 
mostly of small moments and little events; even during the diffi-
cult and challenging times, God provides soothing balms—some-
times in small doses—if we have eyes to see it. Austen teaches us 
to find joy in these subtle gifts from God. As Christians, we are 

| the ARTS

JANE AUSTEN: SMALL JOYS  
AND SIMPLE PLEASURES

Appland: Juice up your smartphone with these great resources

Bible
FREE

Formerly called 
YouVersion, this Bible 
app is perhaps one of 
the most useful tools 

to load on your phone. 
Complete with Bible 
reading plans to help 
you stay in the Word.

| mixed MEDIA

called to live sincere and simple lives (1 Thessalonians 4:11). This 
is the life Austen portrays beautifully in her novels. C.S. Lewis 
writes that Austen

envisages no grandiose schemes of joy. She has, or at least all 
her favourite characters have, a hearty relish for what would 
now be regarded as very modest pleasures. A ball, a dinner 
party, books, conversation, a drive to see a great house ten 
miles away, a holiday as far as Derbyshire—these, with affec-
tion (that is essential) and good manners, are happiness. She 
is no Utopian.

This is a useful lesson for Christians and it can be an antidote for 
much discouragement. When we look for tidal waves of blessing 
we miss the “morning dew moments” God provides. But Austen 
not only helps us to delight in small joys and simple pleasures, she 
also reveals the ugliness of “small” sins, what Jerry Bridges calls 

“respectable sins.” In Austen’s novels, men and women can be vil-
lainous without wearing black hats, kidnapping damsels or offer-
ing up poison-laced apples. In fact, villainy can seem quite respect-
able at times. Austen forces her readers to see the repulsiveness of 
sins of omission, sins of the tongue and sins of the attitude. How 
we speak about others or the way we speak to others, how we care 
for those in need, how we react to the subtle annoyances of life… 
even our persistent “pride” and our subtle “prejudices”—these be-
haviours and attitudes can make us villains in the eyes of God and 
men. We need to reflect God’s goodness and grace in both word and 
deed (Colossians 3:17), both in attitude and action (1 John 3:18). 
These biblical themes are powerfully illustrated in Austen’s novels. 
So recline with a cup of tea and a Jane Austen novel; learn how to be 
faithful in small ways, to delight in small pleasures, always remem-
bering that sin is sin, no matter how respectable it may seem. 

SermonAudio
FREE

Listen to sermons via 
WiFi or download to 

listen on the go.  
Also allows you to 

customize your home 
church to make it easy 

to catch up when 
you’ve missed a week.

Desiring God
FREE

Packed with great 
resources, this app 

from John Piper has 
sermons, biographies, 
articles, seminars and 
a link to the Desiring  

God blog.

ESV Bible
FREE

If you’re just looking 
for a simple Bible app, 

this ESV Bible from 
Crossway is simple to 
navigate and, because 

it downloads the 
entire Bible, you don’t 

need WiFi to use.

VeggieTales 
Watch and Find

FREE
Mini episodes from 
VeggieTales with 

things to spot as the 
episode progresses. 

Handy little app  
for amusing little  

hands!—JPV

When we look  
for tidal waves of 
blessing we miss  
the “morning dew 
moments” God 
provides.
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

The great  
promise

“And this is what he promised us—even 
eternal life” (1 John 2:25).

As the gift of the Holy Spirit was espe-
cially the promise of God the Father, so 
it seems that the gift of eternal life was 
especially the promise of the Lord Jesus. 
If you look in the Gospel of John, you will 
find that Jesus promised it not only once 
or twice, but fifteen times! No wonder 
John says, “this is what he promised us.”

If you made me a promise, even if you 
said it only once, you would expect me 
to believe it, would you not? And you 
would be upset and hurt if I would not 
believe it. It would seem as if I thought 
you were not speaking the truth. And 
suppose I did not say whether I believed 
it or not, but simply took no notice at all 
of what you said, would not that be 
quite as bad?

Now when Jesus himself has made us 
a great promise, does he not expect us 
to believe it? Surely it grieves him more 
than anything when we will not believe 
his kind words. And, it seems almost 
worse when we do not take any notice 
of them, but go on just as if he had never 
promised anything at all.

So you see it is not only that you may 
believe this great promise of the Lord 
Jesus, but that you ought to believe it. 
And that you are wronging his love and 
grieving his heart as long as you do not 
believe it.

No matter that you do not deserve it; 
that is true enough! But he has prom-
ised it! No matter that it seems “too 
good to be true;” for he has promised it! 
No matter that you don’t feel as if you 
had got it yet, he has promised it!

Only ask Jesus to give you faith like 
Abraham’s, who was “fully persuaded 
that what he had promised he was able 
to perform,” so that you may say joyfully, 

“And this is what he promised me—even 
eternal life.” 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

The fruit of the Spirit
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› Turn in the New Testament to Galtians 5:16–26. This section of 
Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia explains how God’s Spirit gives believers the power to 
change and live different lives than the ones they once lived.

1. To “walk by the Spirit” means you are not doing what?

2. What kinds of things called “the desires of the flesh” do you battle?

3. In verse 22, Paul begins to speak about the “fruit of the Spirit.” If you are a Christian, 
what areas in your life have you seen God growing you?

4. What does it mean to “belong to Christ”?

Word search
anger
belong
Christ
conceited
crucified
desires
envy
faithfulness
flesh
fruit
gentleness
goodness
jealousy
joy
kindness
kingdom
love
patience
peace
provoking
self control
Spirit
works

DID YOU KNOW?
� �  Galatia, in the highlands of present-day Turkey, was a Roman province in Paul’s day. 
He and Timothy visited galatia on Paul’s second missionary journey.
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