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| EDITORIAL

“Lord, if you had been here my brother would not have died” 
(John 11:32). 

T his was the heartfelt conviction of both Martha 
and Mary as they spoke with Jesus upon his ar-
rival at their home after the death of Lazarus. 
They had witnessed Jesus’ miraculous works of 
healing and knew he could have helped…if only 
the timing had been better. What would they 
have thought if they knew Jesus had intention-

ally delayed coming, ensuring he wasn’t there until it was too late 
to heal Lazarus? Jesus had another purpose in mind. He had al-
ready shown that he had power to cast out demons, give sight to 
the blind, hearing to the deaf, cleansing to the lepers, even life to 
those who had recently died. Here, however, just prior to his cruci-
fixion, he was to give the people he loved, in the clearest manner 
possible, a deeper understanding of who he was. 

 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die” (John 11:25–26).

Jesus speaks pointedly about life and death. These were realities 
his listeners understood, to some degree, by observation and ex-
perience. Martha even seemed to have a good grasp of the resur-
rection of the dead “at the last day.” But, along with the others, 

she had not yet fully connected 
that glorious resurrection dir-
ectly to Jesus, not realizing that 
he would be its cause and focus. 
In his own being resided the 
power of resurrection that leads 
to life and he was about to give 
them the second last demon-
stration of this truth by raising 
Lazarus, who should be rotting 
in his grave after four days in 
the middle eastern heat. He 
would do the impossible by 

giving life where no hope for life existed. In speaking audibly to 
the Father, Jesus acknowledges his purpose, “that they may believe 
that you sent me.”

Jesus, in his mercy, was bringing his followers to a deeper con-
viction with respect to his person and his purpose. Jesus’ own 
resurrection, soon to be accomplished, would be the ultimate dis-
play of the Father’s acceptance of his death as propitiation for our 
sins. Christ was teaching us that faith in him would accomplish 
amazing things; death will come, but life will surely follow, and 
that life will never again end in death, because it is an everlasting 
life in Jesus Christ.

How patient the Lord is with us, especially when we wrestle 
with circumstances or situations we don’t understand; we don’t 
grasp the Lord’s immediate purpose or timing. Perhaps, like these 
two grieving women, we tell him, “Lord, if you had been here this 
(whatever it might be) would not have happened.” His higher in-
tention for us, at times, is that we learn to trust him throughout a 
trial, as opposed to being delivered from it. The promise to Mary, 

“Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?” is still for us today. 

Mark Hudson
SGF Coordinator

THE SOVEREIGN GRACE FELLOWSHIP Ladies Retreat was 
held on May 2–3, 2014, at Redeemer University College in 
Ancaster. An at-capacity group of approximately 90 women 
from the SGF and a variety of other local churches gathered 
to learn, to fellowship and to worship as sisters in Christ. 

Our experienced speaker for the retreat was Sharon 
James (Emmanuel Evangelical Church, Leamington Spa), 
who flew over from England just for the weekend to speak 
to us on the relevant theme of “Growing in our love for God.” 
Over two days we had four 
sessions that focused on the 
love of God through each 
person of the Trinity. We 
started off on Friday night 
with a biographical sketch 
on the life of Sarah Edwards, 
especially focusing on how a 
key experience of the love of 
God in her life enabled her to 
face the challenges and 
heartbreaks her life would 
soon hold.

On Saturday, with 2 Cor-
inthians 13:14 as the base text, 
we learned about the love of 
God the Father, the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
and we were helped by prac-
tical suggestions to increase 
in love to our gracious, Trini-
tarian God. These were inter-
spersed with helpful illustra-
tions from various women in 
church history.

We enjoyed the book table 
supplied by Reformed Book 
Services and the lovely hand-
made items brought by The 
Desta Project, using the 
breaks between sessions to enjoy a little shopping! The food 
was (again) excellent, and it was great to enjoy some ex-
tended time chatting with old and new friends over meals. A 
huge thanks to all of the ladies involved in the preparation, 
planning and leading of the retreat!

It was an encouraging weekend surrounded by women who 
share a love for Jesus Christ and a desire to grow ever closer 
to him. If you have never attended a retreat, I recommend that 
you come in 2015 and be refreshed with us! We look forward 
to next year with anticipation of what God will do.
—Sarah Van Hartingsveldt

For those planning ahead, next year’s SGF ladies retreat will 
once again be held the first weekend in May at Redeemer Uni-
versity College, Ancaster, ON. Stay tuned for more details 
early in 2015.

SGF LADIES CONFERENCE REPORT

GROWING IN 
LOVE FOR GOD

LADIES’ WEEKEND: Dr. Sharon 
James gave four messages 
over two days, focusing on the 
different aspects of the love of 
the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.

Christ was teaching us 
that faith in him would 

accomplish amazing 
things; death will come, 

but life will surely 
follow, and that life will 

never again end in 
death, because it is  

an everlasting life in 
Jesus Christ.
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news & EVENTS |

JUNE 2–4, 2014
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE
Speakers: David Murray, 
Heinz Dschankilic, Roger 
Fellows, Mark Hudson
Topic: A push for positive 
pastoring
Enjoy great preaching and 
encouraging fellowship, 
alongside other pastors.
Held at Countryside Camp 
and Conference Centre
Cambridge, ON 
For full details:
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com 

AUGUST 3–8, 2014
VERITAS YOUTH  
CONFERENCE
Speakers: Various
High school students: Are 
you serious about your 
faith? Consider taking in 
this week-long event, 
including teaching on 
worldviews, apologetics, 
evangelism and leadership. 
In collaboration with the 
Ezra Institute for Contem-
porary Christianity (EICC).
Held at Heritage Bible 
College, Cambridge, ON
For more details:
www.cywal.org

AUGUST 16–22, 2014
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Jeremy Walker
Evening theme: The joy of 
salvation
Morning speakers: Various
Morning theme: God’s hand 
in history from Habakkuk
A great opportunity for 
ministry, fellowship, sports 
& programs for all ages. 
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer 2014 plans.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Stay tuned.
www.careyconference.net

SEPTEMBER 12, 2014
THE TORONTO LECTURESHIP 
SERIES ON CHRISTIANITY
Speaker: Steven J. Lawson
Theme: Give to the Lord  
the glory due his name
Time: 7–10 p.m.
Cost: $25 per person
Held at Markham  
Chinese Baptist Church, 
9580 Woodbine Ave, 
Markham, ON
www.sola-scriptura.ca 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2014
COMMUNITY BBQ &  
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
The start of Faith Baptist 
Church’s 50th Anniversary 
events. Check website for 
all the details.
Held at Faith Baptist 
Church, Scarborough, ON
www.faith-baptist.ca 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2014
SGF MORNING OF PRAYER
Time: 10 a.m. – noon
Join with other brothers 
and sisters in Christ to pray 
for the advance of the 
gospel in Canada and 
various needs among the 
SGF churches. Bring your 
own lunch.
Held at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

SEPTEMBER 28, 2014
FAITH’S 50TH  
ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY
Check website for details.
Held at Faith Baptist 
Church, Scarborough, ON
www.faith-baptist.ca 

OCTOBER 24, 2014
FAITH’S 50TH  
ANNIVERSARY BANQUET
Check website for details.
Held at Faith Baptist 
Church, Scarborough, ON
www.faith-baptist.ca

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

CONTINUING  
TO HELP TRAIN 
CHURCH LEADERS
CAREY OUTREACH MINISTRIES continues its mission of fa-
cilitating the training of church leaders in countries where 
solid theological education is difficult to obtain. Many SGF 
pastors and like-minded pastors and friends continue to 
make this a reality each year. From May to July this year, the 
following will be serving in this way:

• David Robinson Mongolia
• Carl Muller Philippines
• Bob Penhearow Spain & UK
• Ray Martin Far East
• Jonathan Bayes Far East
• Gareth Crossley Madagascar
• Bechara Karkafi Egypt/Lebanon
• Samuel Rai Nepal
• Warlito Monsalud Philippines

Please pray for these men as they serve to build God’s church 
and educate pastors to help spread the gospel in a wide 
variety of countries and cultures.—JPV

ROLAND AND SUSAN Seiler have 
produced a small booklet, Prayer 
Guide for Southern Africa, provid-
ing stories and information about 
how you can pray for translation 
projects in the region. They hope 
it will help you understand a bit 
about the struggles and joys of 
national Bible translators. If you 
are interested in receiving one of 
these, please email the editor at: 
janicevaneck@rogers.com.

The Makonde New Testaments 
arrived in Mozambique, from the 
printers in Korea. The dedication 
for this New Testament is scheduled for July.

The third New Testament finished in Mozambique—this 
time for the Sena people—is on its way to the port of Beira. 
The dedication for the Sena New Testament, done by a com-
pletely national translation team, will be in June this year. 
Roland and Susan both hope to attend this dedication. 

As a matter of interest, Beira is the city at the mouth of the 
Zambezi river where David Livingstone started his voyage 
into the heart of Africa! After so many years of mission work 
and prayer, the Sena people have the New Testament in their 
heart language. We praise God for his mercies!—Susan Seiler

PRAYING FOR 
GOD’S WORD IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 



6 ›› BARNABAS ›› SPRING 2014

P
H

O
T

O
: 

E
M

IL
Y

 E
N

S

| TEEN beat

CHECKING YOUR 
PREJUDICES

BY MARK HUDSON ›› One of the easiest things in 
the world to have is an opinion. Regardless of age, 
gender, economic or educational status, an opin-
ion falls within the grasp of each and every one of 
us. Unfortunately, opinions are sometimes held 
with little thought and, since only a short step lies 

between having and expressing this opinion, we can do ourselves 
and others unnecessary harm. On the other hand, if this opinion 
is well-informed, based on reliable information and emerges as a 
result of careful consideration and analysis, it may well be worth 

keeping—or even sharing. It can 
even be expressed to criticize or 
condemn some action or belief that 
clearly runs contrary to what is 
commanded in the Word of God. 
However, let’s consider one com-

ponent that often has a key role to play in this process: prejudice.
Prejudice is a word that, from its Latin root, speaks of pre-

judging, that is, judging without sufficient knowledge or possessing 
all the necessary facts. It almost always leads to a negative view of 
the person or situation in question. Under the influence of a preju-
dicial mindset we can easily be guilty of forming opinions, espe-
cially of people, based on faulty stereotypes and over-arching 
misconceptions. Though prejudices can be identified in a wide 
variety of situations (“What? You cheer for the Hawks? You must 
be insane!”), the most powerful seem to be those that arise over 
ethnic differences. If we think we know something significant 
about a person based on their accent, their particular cultural dress 
or the colour of their skin, we may be guilty of an opinion built on 
a prejudice we have acquired somewhere along the way (and of 
which we may not even be aware). I am convinced that most preju-
dices are learned. I have seen few examples of it with young chil-
dren playing together. There may be an inquisitiveness or curiosity 
about a characteristic such as skin or hair colour, but it seems to be 
soon overlooked and the game of hide-and-seek continues unabated. 

Christians ought to be judgementally blind to such things, 
especially when the first contact is usually nothing more than 
visual. We must pray for deliverance from a spirit of fear or assumed 
superiority or prejudgement when we meet people from other 
ethnic groups. I was fascinated, though not surprised, to hear 
that one of the conclusions of the Human Genome Project was 
that there is really only one race of people—the human race. 
This is clearly taught in Scripture, starting with Adam and Eve; 
everything else we see in the physical nature of people is simply 
God’s variation on a theme. 

One of the great dangers of unchecked prejudice is that it can 
lead to a spirit of hatred resulting in bigotry. This should never be 
tolerated in a Christian, whose efforts in the world are ultimately 
built on love: love of Jesus Christ, love of fellow Christians, love of 
the world and even a love for our enemies. When it comes to 
people, especially those of ethnicities different from our own, we 
should realize this is simply the world Jesus spoke of in Mark 16:15, 

“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole cre-
ation.” Let’s rejoice in the realization that he’s actively bringing the 
world to our doorsteps! 

…we can easily be 
guilty of forming 
opinions, especially 
of people, based on 
faulty stereotypes…

| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES
+ Sovereign Grace Family Church, Belleville, ON
SGFC in Belleville are giving thanks that the Lord has 
found Cliff and Berna Linnard a home into which they 
are now moving. Though Cliff has just been diagnosed 
with diabetes, he and Berna are making the necessary 
adjustments to that additional medical reality.

+ Truth Community Church, Thamesford, ON
Truth Community Church in Thamesford, a group that 
came together as a church plant of Bethesda Baptist 
Church, Delhi, is progressing well as they formalize their 
constitution and look at outreach opportunities in their 
neighbourhood. Pray in particular for their pastor, 
Shawn Robinson, and others in positions of teaching 
and leadership. They alse are in need of a new place to 
meet as the school in which they were meeting is 
closing permanently in June.

+ Grace Baptist Church of Ottawa, Stittsville, ON
Pray for the folks at Grace Baptist in Ottawa as they 
look to reestablish themselves after the departure of a 
number of members over the past couple of months.

+ Grimsby Baptist Church, Grimsby, ON
They just keep coming! In 2013, Grimsby Bible Church 
welcomed 5 new babies…all girls! 

Left to right: Villette Thibault, Hannah Krugel, Elizabeth 
Aurich, Layla Ens and Grace VanderZwaag.

+ Canadian Carey Family Conference, Paris, ON
As you may have noticed, the speaker for this year’s 
Carey has changed. Bill Hughes, who was due to come, 
had to cancel in light of his wife’s recent ill health. We 
commit them to God’s care and goodness. We are 
thankful that Jeremy Walker has agreed to come on 
short notice and will speak on the theme of “The joy of 
salvation.” Walker is a pastor and author and will attend 
with his wife and family. The morning sessions, taken by 
various men, will be focused on the book of Habakkuk.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.
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I n John 15:4 Jesus talks about 
“abiding” (or remaining) in him. 
What is it to abide? It is to stay 
where you are. You can’t abide 
where you are not. You can’t abide 
at home if you are at work. 

THE NEED TO ABIDE
Abiding in a physical location is not hard—
you just stay put, but when it comes to a 
spiritual condition, it is another matter. 
For example if you buy a car, it doesn’t stay 
like it was. After five years, will it look as 
nice and run as smoothly and quietly as 
the day it was bought? Sadly, no. There will 
be some dents and scrapes. You will detect 
rattles that weren’t there when you bought 
it. That is the law of entropy. Things by 
nature tend to decay and deteriorate. Not 
only cars, but clothes, electronics, food 
and virtually everything we possess, will 
eventually deteriorate. 

The same law also applies to our spirit-
ual state. Left to ourselves, we will deteri-
orate. Our zeal will vanish; our love for the 
Lord will diminish; our obedience will be 
reluctant. Jesus knows that, and urges us 
to abide in him—only then will spiritual 
decline be prevented. 

Jesus tells us the importance of abiding 
in him. In John 15:2, he says that every 
branch in him that does not bear fruit he 
takes away. In verse 6, those same branch-
es that did not abide in him, were cut out 
and burned. That is drastic treatment. To 
whom is he referring? Commentators have 
come up with a variety of interpretations. 
After all, Jesus does say “every branch in 
me that does not bear fruit he (the vine-
dresser) takes away.” So the argument is 
that he is referring to Christians. But they 
are burned (verse 6). Some, therefore, tell 
us that this refers to some kind of purga-
tory, where believers suffer for their sins 
before being taken to heaven. A more com-
mon view is that the passage shows that 
Christians can lose their salvation. They 
were converted but fell away, ceased to be 
true believers and were therefore lost. 
Without taking a lot of time to refute this, 
we would refer the reader to such passages 
as John 10:27–28. Jesus gives eternal life to 
his sheep, and they shall never perish (see 
also Romans 8:29–39; Philippians 1:6).

Who then are these branches in him that 
are cut out and burned? They are profess-

ing believers. After all, although the Lord 
knows who are his, we can never be cer-
tain. There are many who at some point 
give evidence of true faith, yet fall away 
and show no more interest. Several of the 
parables have the same concept. For ex-
ample in the parable of the wise and fool-
ish virgins, all had lamps and were waiting 
for the bridegroom, but in time, the lack of 
oil of the foolish ones caused them to be 
excluded from the celebrations. We see the 
same thing in the parable of the talents. 

Just like these parables, Jesus’ words are 
a warning to us. Certainly true believers 
will persevere to the end, but often we 
need challenges and warnings to ensure 
that we persevere. Such warnings are ac-
tually a means of grace to enable us to en-
dure. We must endure, and therefore, we 
must abide in Christ.

HOW DO WE ABIDE IN CHRIST? 
1. First of all we need to be sure that we 
are in him. 
The little word “in” is so full of meaning. 
To be in Christ is to be united to him. We are 
joined to him in a vital spiritual union. 
This comes by faith: as we repent and trust 
in him, we are united to him and are one 
with him. Of course, if our faith is genuine 

then we can never be severed from him.
But, as our union with him is only proved 
by our continuing in him, then we must 
make every effort to stay in fellowship 
with him. There are some helpful instruc-
tions in this passage.

2. We must be obedient to Christ. 
See verses 9 and 10. Notice that love and 
keeping his commandments are linked 
together. Some would put these two things 
in opposition, but if we truly love the Lord, 
we will want to please him. A disobedient 
Christian will not abide in him, though ac-
tually a disobedient Christian is an oxymor-
on, a contradiction of terms. Earlier (John 
14:15) Jesus says, “If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments.”

Some will label any stress on keeping 
commandments as legalism, but that is 
quite false. Legalism is when we believe 
that our keeping of the commandments 
earns favour with God. We are saved by 
grace alone, not by works. Yet we are saved 
to do good works (Ephesians 2:8–10). Any 
professing believer who despises keeping 
Christ’s commandments demonstrates 
that they are not a true Christian at all.

Even on a human level, if we love some-
one, we want to please them. So too, when 
we think of Christ’s love and the cost of 
that love, we want to do all we can to 
please him and to avoid displeasing him.

Sometimes we obey the Lord because 
we know we ought to, but there is no de-
light in that obedience. When that happens, 
we need to fix our eyes on Jesus, especially 
on his work on the cross.

3. Jesus links abiding in him with prayer. 
Abiding at a location can be done very 
impersonally, but abiding with a person 
should result in fellowship. I suppose there 
are some homes with little conversation, 
and marriages where there is no discus-
sion, but in a normal, loving relationship, 
communion is an essential feature of that 
relationship. What a blessing to have a Sav-
iour who has not only redeemed us by his 
death, but who also brings us into fellow-
ship with himself. Much more could be said 
about prayer, but we have run out of space. 
May God enable us to delight in prayer and 
thereby abide in our blessed Saviour.

Are you abiding in Christ? Are you in Christ? 
If not, you need to seek him urgently. 

Genuine faith, obedience and fellowship with Jesus. BY ROGER FELLOWS

ABIDING IN CHRIST
SPOTLIGHT
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 I
n 1835, Francis Augustus Cox (1783–1853) and James 
Hoby (1788–1871), two prominent English Baptists 
who were visiting fellow Baptists in the United States, 
made a side trip to Newburyport, Massachusetts, to 
view the tomb of George Whitefield (1714–1770). 
The “grand itinerant” had died on September 30, 
1770, at the home of Jonathan Parsons (1705–1776), 
pastor of the town’s First Presbyterian Church, also 
known as Old South. He had been interred two days 
later in a vault below what is now the centre aisle of 

this church, where, along with the coffins of Parsons and another 
pastor of the church, Joseph Prince (d.1791), his remains were on 
display all through the nineteenth century. In fact, it was not until 
1932 that the coffin in which Whitefield’s remains lay was covered 
over with a slate slab.

Cox and Hoby later recalled descending with some difficulty 
into the subterraneous vault where Whitefield was buried. As they 
did so, they remembered that “deep expectant emotions thrilled 
our bosoms.” They sat on the two other coffins in the vault and 
watched as the upper half of the lid of Whitefield’s coffin was 
opened on its hinges “to reveal the skeleton secrets of the narrow 
prison–house.” They “contemplated and handled the skull,” while 
they “thought of his devoted life, his blessed death, his high and 

“A flame of pure  
& holy fire”

remembering  
the life & ministry of 

george whitefield
Michael A.G. Haykin

THE BIG READ



happy destiny” and “whispered [their] adorations of the grace that 
formed him both for earth and heaven.” What makes this scene 
even more strange is that the skeletal remains that Cox and Hoby 
viewed were not intact. The main bone of Whitefield’s right arm 
had been stolen some years earlier by another Englishman. It was 
not until either the late 1830s, or even the 1840s, that the thief’s 
conscience brought him to the point of sending the bone back 
across the Atlantic in a small wooden box!

These accounts are a potent reminder of the fact that of all the 
great preachers raised up in the transatlantic Evangelical Revival, 
none gripped the public mind and imagination more than George 
Whitefield. During his lifetime, the Congregationalist Joseph Wil-
liams (1692–1755), a merchant from Kidderminster with a keen 
interest in spiritual renewal, rightly termed him the “Father” of 
those seeking to advance the revival. Henry St. John, Viscount 
Bolingbroke (1678–1751), who “professed himself a deist,” was 
forced to exclaim, after hearing Whitefield preach: “the most 
extraordinary man of our times, the most commanding eloquence, 
unquenchable zeal, unquestionable piety.” 

On the other side of the Atlantic, Benjamin Colman (1673–1747) 
and William Cooper (1694–1743) viewed Whitefield as “the won-
der of the age” and were convinced that “no man more employs 
the pens, and fills up the conversation of people, than he does at 
this day.” Shortly after the evangelist’s death Augustus Montague 
Toplady (1740–1778), author of the famous hymn “Rock of Ages, 
cleft for me,” remembered him as “the apostle of the English em-
pire.” And looking back from the following century, John Foster 
(1770–1843), the Baptist essayist, was sure that with “the doubtful 
exception of [John] Wickliffe, no man probably ever excited in this 
island [i.e. the British Isles] so profound, and extended, and pro-
longed a sensation in the public mind, by personal addresses to the 
understanding and conscience, on the subject of religion.”

the eighteenth-century  
context

Before we look at Whitefield’s ministry, though, we need to say 
something about the social and religious context of the eighteenth 
century. Summing up the characteristics of transatlantic British 
society in the opening decades of the eighteenth century, Oxford 
historian John Walsh lists the following: a noticeable decay of min-
isterial authority, the growth of rationalism and a massive intel-
lectual assault on supernatural Christianity, the spread of material 
wealth and “luxury,” the frivolity of the young and an indifference 
on their part to spiritual matters, and a sense of spiritual power-
lessness among both pious Anglicans and Dissenters. Attestation 
of this description is found in both public documents and private 
testimonies. Here is the witness of one author, the London Baptist 
theologian Benjamin Keach (1640–1704), writing in 1701:

Was ever sodomy so common in a Christian nation, or so 
notoriously and frequently committed, as by too palpable evi-
dences it appears to be, in and about this city, notwithstand-
ing the clear light of the gospel which shines therein, and the 
great pains taken to reform the abominable profaneness that 

abounds? Is it not a wonder the patience of God 
hath not consumed us in his wrath, before this 
time? Was ever swearing, blasphemy, whoring, 
drunkenness, gluttony, self-love, and covetous-
ness, at such a height, as at this time here?

Despite the presence of a number of gospel-cen-
tred ministries like that of Keach and various soci-
eties which had been created to bring about moral 
reform, homosexuality, profanity, sexual im-
morality, drunkenness and gluttony were wide-
spread. And the next three decades saw little 
improvement. 

The moral tone of the nation was set in many 
ways by its monarchs and leading politicians. 
George I (r.1714–1727) was primarily interested in 
food, horses and women. He divorced his wife 
when he was thirty-four and thereafter consorted 
with a series of mistresses. Sir Robert Walpole 
(1676–1745), prime minister from 1722 to 1742, 
lived in undisguised adultery with his mistress, 
Molly Skerrett (d.1738), whom he married after 
his wife died. As J.H. Plumb has noted of aristo-
cratic circles in the early eighteenth century, the 
women “hardly bothered with the pretence of vir-
tue, and the possession of lovers and mistresses 
was regarded as a commonplace, a matter for gos-
sip but not reproach.” Not surprisingly, other seg-
ments of society simply followed suit. Porno-
graphic literature, for instance, multiplied almost 
unchecked. Newspapers advertised such things 
as the services of gigolos and cures for venereal disease, and one 
could purchase guidebooks to the numerous brothels in London. 
It was, as a recent writer has put it well, “an age when atheism was 
fashionable, sexual morals lax, and drinking and gambling at a 
pitch of profligacy that has never since been equalled.”

By and large, the bishops in the Hanoverian Church of England 
were, in the words of English historian J.H. Plumb, “first and fore-
most politicians,” not men of the Spirit. “There is a worldliness,” 
Plumb continues, “about eighteenth-century [bishops] which no 
amount of apologetics can conceal.” They undertook their clerical 
duties “only as political duties allowed.” The worldliness of these 
bishops showed in other ways as well. Jonathan Trelawny (1650–
1721), Bishop of Winchester, used to “excuse himself for his much 
swearing by saying he swore as a baronet, and not as a bishop”! 
Such bishops had neither the time nor the interest to promote 
church renewal. Of course, the decadence of church leadership 
was by no means absolute; but the net effect of worldly bishops 
was to squash effective reform.

Moreover, the attention of far too many of the clergy under 
these bishops was taken up with such avocations as philosophy, 
biology, agriculture, chemistry, literature, law, politics, fox-hunt-
ing, drinking—anything but pastoral ministry and spiritual nurture. 
There were, of course, a goodly number of Church of England min-
isters who did not have the resources to indulge themselves in 
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such pursuits, since they barely eked out a living. But few of 
them—wealthy or poor—preached anything but dry, unaffecting 
moralistic sermons. The mentalité of the first half of the eighteenth 
century gloried in reason, moderation and decorum. And the 
preaching of the day dwelt largely upon themes of morality and 
decency and lacked “any element of holy excitement, of passion-
ate pleading, of heroic challenge, of winged imagination.” “Moral-
ity of itself,” however, as Whitefield once observed, “will never 
carry us to heaven.” The Hanoverian Church of England, due to 
this moralism and the worldliness described above, was thus basic-
ally helpless when it came to dealing with this dire situation. 

Even among many of the churches of the Dissenters, the chil-
dren of the Puritans, things were little better. One knowledgeable 
observer of these churches bemoaned the fact that “the distin-
guished doctrines of the gospel—Christ crucified, the only ground 
of hope for fallen man—salvation through his atoning blood—the 
sanctification by his eternal Spirit, are old-fashioned things now 
seldom heard in our churches.” The Presbyterian minister John 
Barker (1682–1762) lamented that Dissent “used to be famous 
for faith holiness and Love…. Now I hear prayers and sermons I 
neither relish nor understand. Evangelical Truth & Duty are quite 

old fashioned things…. One’s ears so dinnd with Reason.” The 
Christian life was basically defined in terms of a moral life of good 
works. Spiritual ardour was regarded with horror as “enthusiasm” 
or fanaticism. The ideal of the era is well summed up by an inscrip-
tion on a tombstone from the period: “pious without enthusiasm.” 
It was the Revival’s message of the new birth and justification by 
faith alone, trumpeted forth by Whitefield throughout his life, 
which brought positive changes and hope. 

“a ray of divine life” 
the pathway to conversion

George Whitefield was the youngest son of Thomas Whitefield 
(1681–1716), the proprietor of the Bell Inn, at the time the finest 
hotel in Gloucester. George’s father died when he was but two and 
so he was raised by his mother Elizabeth (c.1681–1751). His school 
record was unremarkable, save for a noticeable talent for acting. 
As he later said, “During the time of my being at school, I was very 
fond of reading plays, and have kept from school for days together 
to prepare myself for acting them.” For a while during his teen 
years, when his older brother Richard took over the running of the 
inn, he worked as one of the servants. But his mother longed for 
something better for her son. Her persistence and the kindness of 
friends enabled him, in November 1732, to enter Pembroke College, 
Oxford University. It was here, the following summer, that he first 
met John Wesley (1703–1791) and his younger brother Charles 
(1707–1788), who were regularly meeting with a group of men 
known to history as “the Holy Club.” This was a company of ten 
or so men who were ardently trying to live religious lives in an 
extremely dissolute age.

Whitefield, like-minded and longing for spiritual companion-
ship ever since coming up to Oxford, joined them. He engaged in 
numerous religious exercises such as fasting, praying regularly, at-
tending public worship and seeking to abstain from what were 
deemed worldly pleasures. Systematic reading of Puritan and piet-
ist devotional literature also occupied much of Whitefield’s time. 
Despite the evident zeal he brought to these religious activities, he 
had no sense of peace with God or that God was satisfied with 
what he was doing. He was, though he did not know it at the time, 
treading a pathway similar to the one that Martin Luther (1483–
1546) had taken over two-hundred years earlier. And just as Luther’s 
conversion was the spark that lit the fires of the Reformation, so 
Whitefield’s conversion would be central to kindling the blaze of 
the eighteenth-century Evangelical Revival.

Conversion came in the spring of 1735 after Charles Wesley had 
given him a copy of The Life of God in the Soul of Man (1677) by 
Henry Scougal (1650–1678), a former Professor of Divinity at 
Aberdeen, Scotland. This book was a frontal challenge to White-
field’s ardent endeavour to create a righteous life that would merit 
God’s favour. As Whitefield recalled it many years later, in a ser-
mon that he preached in 1769:

I must bear testimony to my old friend Mr. Charles Wesley, he 
put a book into my hands, called, The Life of God in the Soul of 
Man, whereby God shewed me, that I must be born again, or 

CHARLES WESLEY: Whitefield met Charles, and his brother John, 
when they were all students at Oxford and part of “the Holy Club.”

1739 Begins open-air preaching in 
Kingswood, near Bristol—many are 
converted; (August–October) goes 
on his second voyage to America

Jonathan Edwards

1740 Revival breaks out in New England (The 
Great Awakening); in October, Whitefield visits 
Jonathan and Sarah Edwards at Northampton, 
Massachusetts, seeing firsthand what God is 
doing; also preaches to students at Harvard.



be damned. I know the place: it may be superstitious, perhaps, 
but whenever I go to Oxford, I cannot help running to that 
place where Jesus Christ first revealed himself to me, and 
gave me the new birth. As a good writer [i.e. Scougal] says, a 
man may go to church, say his prayers, receive the Sacrament, 
and yet, my brethren, not be a Christian. How did my heart 
rise, how did my heart shudder, like a poor man that is afraid 
to look into his account-books, lest he should find himself a 
bankrupt: yet shall I burn that book, shall I throw it down, 
shall I put it by, or shall I search into it? I did [search it], and, 
holding the book in my hand, thus addressed the God of heav-
en and earth: Lord, if I am not a Christian, if I am not a real 
one, for Jesus Christ’s sake, shew me what Christianity is, that 
I may not be damned at last. I read a little further, and the 
cheat was discovered; O, says the author, they that know any 
thing of religion know it is a vital union with the Son of God, 
Christ formed in the heart; O what a ray of divine life did then 
break in upon my poor soul…. 

Awakened by this book to his need for the new birth, Whitefield 
passionately struggled to find salvation along the pathway of ex-
treme asceticism—but to no avail. Finally, when he had come to 
an end of his resources as a human being, God enabled him, in his 
words, “to lay hold on His dear Son by a living faith, and, by giving 
me the Spirit of adoption, to seal me, as I humbly hope, even to the 
day of everlasting redemption.” And, he went on, “oh! with what 
joy—joy unspeakable—even joy that was full of, and big with glory, 
was my soul filled….”

“the open bracing air” 
the life of a preacher

Always the avid reader, it was Whitefield’s prayerful perusal of the 
Puritan biblical commentaries of William Burkitt (1650–1703) 
and Matthew Henry (1662–1714) a few months after his conver-
sion that led to his becoming convinced of “free grace and the 
necessity of being justified in His [i.e. God’s] sight by faith only.” 
Following his ordination as deacon in the Church of England the 
following year, these Reformation doctrines came to occupy a 
central place in his preaching arsenal. There is, for instance, a re-
cently published account of Whitefield’s preaching drawn up by 
an unknown French contemporary. Dated August 1739, this ob-
server states that Whitefield preaches “continually about inner 
regeneration, the new birth in Jesus Christ, the movement of the 
Spirit, justification by faith through grace [justification par la foy de 
grace], the life of the Spirit.” 

The following year Joseph Smith, a Congregationalist minister 
from Charleston, South Carolina, defended Whitefield against 
various attacks in his The Character, Preaching, etc. of the Rev. George 
Whitefield. In the section dealing with the doctrinal content of 
Whitefield’s sermons, Smith lists four “primitive, protestant, puri-
tanic” doctrines that Whitefield regularly heralded in his preach-
ing in America—original sin, “justification by faith alone,” the 
new birth, and “inward feelings of the Spirit.” Smith recalled the 
way in which Whitefield 

earnestly contended for our justification as the free gift of 
God, by faith alone in the blood of Christ, an article of faith 
delivered to the saints of old…telling us plainly, and with the 
clearest distinction, that a man was justified these three ways; 
meritoriously by Christ, instrumentally by faith alone, de-
claratively by good works.

Whitefield’s preaching on the new birth, though, was not at all 
well received by the Anglican clergy in England, and churches 
began to be barred to him. Whitefield, however, was not to be de-
terred. On Saturday, February 17, 1739, he made the decision to 
take to the open air and preach to a group of colliers in Kingswood, 
a coal-mining district on the outskirts of Bristol. These men and 
their families lived in squalor and utter degradation, squandering 
their lives in drink, violence and sex. With no church nearby, they 
were quite ignorant of Christianity and its leading tenets. It was a 
key turning-point in not only Whitefield’s life but also in the hist-
ory of evangelicalism. The concern that has gripped evangelicals 
in the last three-hundred years, to bring the gospel message dir-
ectly to ordinary people, has some of its most significant roots 
here in Whitefield’s venturing out in the open air to preach. 

From this point on, Whitefield would relish and delight in his 
calling as an open-air preacher. He would preach in fields and 
foundries, on ships, in cemeteries and pubs, atop horses and even 
coffins, from stone walls and balconies, staircases and windmills. 
For instance, referring to this calling in a letter dated December 14, 
1768, he wrote, “I love the open bracing air.” And the following 
year he could state: “It is good to go into the high-ways and hedges. 
Field-preaching, field-preaching for ever!”

It should also be noted that Whitefield never confined his wit-
nessing about Christ to preaching occasions. He took every oppor-
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tunity to share his faith. “God forbid,” he once remarked, “I should 
travel with anybody a quarter of an hour without speaking of 
Christ to them.” On another occasion, during his sixth preaching 
tour of America, he happened to stay with a wealthy, though 
worldly, family in Southold on Long Island. The family discovered 
after the evangelist had left their home that he had written with a 
diamond on one of the windowpanes in the bedroom where he 
had slept, “One thing is needful”!

At that first open-air service in February 1739, there were two 
hundred or so. Within six weeks, Whitefield was preaching num-
erous times a week to crowds sometimes numbering in the thou-
sands! Whitefield’s description of his ministry at this time is a 
classic one. To visualize the scene at the Kingswood collieries, 
we need to picture the green countryside, the piles of coal, the 
squalid huts and the deep semi-circle of unwashed faces as we 
read his words:

Having no righteousness of their own to renounce, they were 
glad to hear of a Jesus who was a friend of publicans, and 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. The 
first discovery of their being affected was to see the white 
gutters made by their tears which plentifully fell down their 
black cheeks, as they came out of their coal pits. Hundreds 
and hundreds of them were soon brought under deep convic-
tions, which, as the event proved, happily ended in a sound 
and thorough conversion. The change was visible to all, 
though numbers chose to impute it to anything, rather than 
the finger of God.

Here is another description from this same period of time, when 
others besides the miners of Bristol were flocking to hear White-
field preach:

As…I had just begun to be an extempore preacher, it often 
occasioned many inward conflicts. Sometimes, when twenty 
thousand people were before me, I had not, in my own ap-
prehension, a word to say either to God or them. But I never 
was totally deserted, and frequently…so assisted, that I knew 
by happy experience what our Lord meant by saying, “Out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38). The 
open firmament above me, the prospect of the adjacent fields, 
with the sight of thousands and thousands, some in coaches, 
some on horseback, and some in the trees, and at times all 
affected and drenched in tears together, to which sometimes 
was added the solemnity of the approaching evening, was 
almost too much for, and quite overcame me.

Revival had come to England! And to that revival, and its confluent 
streams in Wales, Scotland and British North America, no man 
contributed more than Whitefield. Over the thirty-four years be-
tween his conversion and his death in 1770, it is calculated that he 
preached around 18,000 sermons. Actually, if one includes all of 
the talks that he gave, he probably spoke about a thousand times a 
year during his ministry. Moreover, many of his sermons were de-
livered to massive congregations that numbered 10,000 or so, 
some to audiences possibly as large as 15,000. 

In addition to his preaching throughout the length and breadth 
of England, he regularly itinerated throughout Wales, visited Ire-
land twice and journeyed fourteen times to Scotland. He crossed 
the Atlantic thirteen times, stopping once in Bermuda for eleven 
weeks, and preached in virtually every major town on the Atlantic 
seaboard. What is so remarkable about all of this is Whitefield 
lived at a time when travel to a town but twenty miles away was a 
significant undertaking.

In journeying to Scotland and to America he was going to what 
many perceived as the fringes of transatlantic British society and 
culture. And yet some of God’s richest blessings on his ministry 
was in these very regions. For example, Harry Stout, commenting 
on Whitefield’s impact on America, writes:

So pervasive was Whitefield’s impact in America that he can 
justly be styled America’s first cultural hero. Before Whitefield, 
there was no unifying intercolonial person or event. Indeed, 
before Whitefield, it is doubtful any name other than royalty 
was known equally from Boston to Charleston. But by 1750, 
virtually every American loved and admired Whitefield and 
saw him as their champion.

Whitefield’s ministry—insisting, as it did, on the vital necessity 
of conversion and the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart—was 
not without its critics, many of whom castigated him for what they 
regarded as fanaticism. And, it needs to be admitted, in his early 
ministry Whitefield did make some unguarded statements and 
adopted certain attitudes that helped fuel this opposition. On his 
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second preaching tour of America, for instance, Whitefield appears 
to have maintained that assurance belonged to the essence of 
saving faith and that a mature Christian could discern the marks 
of conversion in another individual. To his credit, Whitefield 
would later admit his injudiciousness and that he had been far 

“too rash and hasty” in his speech and published writings. “Wild-
fire has been mixed with it,” he wrote in 1748, “and I find that I 
frequently wrote and spoke in my own spirit, when I thought I was 
writing and speaking by the assistance of the Spirit of God.” Despite 
these faults—basically overcome by his early thirties—multitudes 
of Whitefield’s hearers found his preaching “moving, earnest, 
winning, melting” and rooted in a doctrinal framework that was 

“plainly that of the Reformers.” 

 “an insatiable thirst for travelling” 
taking the word over land and sea

In the early years of the revival, Whitefield’s itinerant, open-air 
preaching was also often paraded as evidence of his “enthusiasm,” or 
fanaticism. Part of Whitefield’s response to this criticism was to go 
back to the example of Paul in the Book of Acts. “Was he not filled,” 
he asked his opponents, “with a holy restless Impatience and insati-
able Thirst of travelling, and undertaking dangerous Voyages for the 
Conversion of Infidels?” Here Whitefield reveals the spiritual pas-
sion that spurred his own incessant travelling over land and sea: the 
longing to see sinners embrace Christ as Lord and Saviour and find 
their deepest spiritual thirst and hunger satisfied in Christ alone. 

Criticism of the wide-ranging nature of his ministry also came 
from such ardent evangelicals as Ebenezer Erskine (1680–1754) and 
his younger brother Ralph (1685–1752), founders of the Secession 
Church in Scotland. This body of churches had seceded from the 
national church in the 1730s over the issue of whether or not the 
people of a congregation had the right to refuse a minister chosen for 
them by the Presbytery or heritors (i.e. landowners who possessed 
hereditary rights to property within a parish). The Erskines had in-
vited Whitefield to preach solely in their churches. But Whitefield 
refused to be pinned down to a few locales and insisted on preaching 
wherever he was given a pulpit in Scotland. He told the Erskines that 
he was “more and more determined to go out into the highways and 
hedges; and that if the Pope himself would lend me his pulpit, I 
would gladly proclaim the righteousness of Jesus Christ therein.” 

That Whitefield failed to understand the concern of the Erskines 
for the reformation of the church is evident in the sad disagree-
ment between them. Yet, his reply well reveals his passion for the 
salvation of the lost wherever they might be. As he told the Scottish 
Lord Rae a few days after this discussion with the Erskines, the 

“full desire” of his soul was to “see the kingdom of God come with 
power.” He was, he went on, “determined to seek after and know 
nothing else. For besides this, all other things are but dung and 
dross.” Still in Scotland two months later, the same spiritual desire 
continued to grip him: “I want a thousand tongues to set off the 
Redeemer’s praise,” he told the Earl of Leven and Melville. 

Five years later, while the surrounding scenery was different—
he was on his third preaching tour of America—this passion 
burned as bright as ever. “Oh that I was a flame of pure & holy fire, 

& had [a] thousand lives to Spend in the dear Redeemers service,” 
he told Joshua Gee (1698–1748), for the “sight of so many perish-
ing Souls every day affects me much, & makes me long to go if 
possible from Pole to Pole, to proclaim redeeming love.” “Had I a 
thousand souls and bodies,” he noted on another occasion, “they 
should be all itinerants for Jesus Christ.” 

Nothing gave Whitefield greater joy than to report to his friends 
that God was blessing his preaching. “The word runs and is glori-
fied,” a line from Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians (2 Thes-
salonians 3:1), and Jesus’ statement to his disciples that the fields 
were “white already to harvest” (John 4:35) were frequent refrains 
in his correspondence. Writing from Pennsylvania in May 1746, 
Whitefield informed a correspondent in Gloucestershire, England, 
that Christ “gives me full employ on this side the water, & causes 
his word to run & be glorified.… Everywhere the fields are white 
ready unto harvest. I am just now going to tell lost sinners that 
there is yet room for them in the side of Jesus.” Upon hearing of 
the marriage of one of his nephews in 1756, Whitefield observed, 

“Alas, what a changing world do we live in! Blessed be God for an 
unchangeable Christ! Amidst all, this is my comfort, his word runs 
and is glorified.” Christ “vouchsafes daily (O amazing love) to own 
my feeble labours,” he told a friend in 1757. Then he added: “The 
word runs and is glorified.” Or writing to a fellow minister in Scot-
land only a couple of years before his death: “In London the word 
runs and is glorified, and in Edinburgh, I trust, the prospect is 
promising. The fields are white ready unto harvest.”

“streams of mercy, never ceasing” 
three conversions

Another vantage point from which to view Whitefield’s ministry of 
the Word is to look at the impact of his preaching on various indi-
viduals. Let us consider three, all of them writers of verse. First, 
Thomas Olivers (1725–1799), the Welsh Methodist who was later 
closely associated with the Wesleys and the author of the well-
known hymn, “The God of Abraham praise.” Notorious for his ad-
diction to foul swearing and, in his own words, “one of the most 
profligate and abandoned young men living,” Olivers went to hear 
Whitefield preach in Bristol in 1748. The evangelist’s text was 
Zechariah 3:2: “Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?” When 
Whitefield began his sermon, Olivers said,

 
I was certainly a dreadful enemy to God and to all that is good…
but by the time it was ended I was become a new creature. For, 
in the first place, I was deeply convinced of the great goodness 
of God towards me all my life, particularly in that he had given 
his Son to die for me. I had also a far clearer view of all my sins, 
particularly my base ingratitude towards him. These discov-
eries quite broke my heart, and caused showers of tears to trick-
le down my cheeks. I was likewise filled with an utter abhor-
rence of my evil ways, and was much ashamed that ever I had 
walked in them. And as my heart was thus turned from all evil, 
so it was powerfully inclined to all that is good. It is not easy to 
express what strong desires I had for God and his service, and 
what resolutions I had to seek and serve him in future; in con-
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sequence of which I broke off all my evil practices, and forsook 
all my wicked and foolish companions without delay, and gave 
myself up to God and his service with my whole heart.
 

The first Sunday after his conversion, Olivers was up early to attend 
the six a.m. worship service at Bristol Cathedral. During it, he later 
said, “I felt as I had done with earth, and was praising God! No 
words can set forth the joy, the rapture, the awe, and reverence I felt.” 

Another hymnwriter who made a profession of faith as a result 
of hearing Whitefield preach was Robert Robinson (1735–1790). 
When Robinson first went to hear Whitefield preach, his motiva-
tion in going was an odd one to say the least. On Sunday morning, 
May 24, 1752, he and some friends were out looking for some 
amusement when they came across an aged woman who claimed 
to be a fortune-teller. After they had gotten her thoroughly drunk 
on what was probably cheap gin, they proceeded to have her tell 
their fortunes. When it came to Robinson, the woman predicted 
that he would live to see his children, grandchildren and even 
great-grandchildren growing up around him.

Now, what had started as something of a lark was taken quite 
seriously by Robinson as he made his way home later that day. 
When he was alone, he thought that if he were indeed to live to 
such a ripe age, he would probably end up being a burden to his 
family. There were in those days no such things as social security 
or welfare. What then could he do? Well, he thought, one way for 
those who are older to make themselves liked by their grandchil-
dren is to have a good stock of stories to draw upon to entertain 
them. He thus determined, there and then, to fill his mind with 
knowledge and “everything that is rare and wonderful,” which, 
when he was old, would stand him in good stead and cause him, so 
he reasoned, to “be respected rather than neglected.”

As his first acquisition, he decided to experience one of White-
field’s sermons. He went to hear him, though, as he later told the 
famous preacher, with feelings of pity for “the folly of the preacher” 
and “the infatuation of the hearers”—those “poor deluded Meth-
odists”—and of abhorrence for Whitefield’s doctrine. 

Whitefield was preaching that evening at the Tabernacle, his 
meeting-house in Moorfields, London. His text was Matthew 3:7, 
John the Baptist’s stern rebuke of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, 

“O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?” When, according to Robinson,

Mr. Whitefield described the Sadducean character; this did 
not touch me, I thought myself as good a Christian as any man 
in England. From this he went to that of the Pharisees. He 
described their exterior decency, but observed that the poison 
of the viper rankled in their hearts. This rather shook me. At 
length, in the course of his sermon, he abruptly broke off; 
paused for a few moments; then burst into a flood of tears; 
lifted up his hands and eyes, and exclaimed, ‘O my hearers! the 
wrath’s to come, the wrath’s to come!’ These words sunk into my 
heart, like lead in the waters. I wept, and when the sermon 
was ended, retired alone. For days and weeks I could think of 
little else. Those awful words would follow me, wherever I 
went, ‘The wrath’s to come, the wrath’s to come’!

For over three years, Robinson was haunted by these words and 
Whitefield’s sermon. He regularly attended the preaching at the 
Tabernacle, and found himself “cut down for sin” and “groaning 
for deliverance.” Eventually on Tuesday, December 10, 1755, “after 
having tasted the pains of rebirth,” Robinson “found full and free 
forgiveness through the precious blood of Jesus Christ.” Robinson 
eventually went on to pastor St. Andrew’s Street Baptist Church in 
Cambridge, where he became one of the best colloquial preachers 
of the day. About two-and-a-half years after his profession of faith, 
Robinson wrote a hymn long treasured by God’s people: “Come, 
Thou Fount of every blessing.” It appears to have been written to 
commemorate what God did for him when he saved him. 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
 Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
 Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
 Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it,
 Mount of God’s unchanging love. 

Finally, listen to Phillis Wheatley (1753–1784), brought as a 
slave to America from her native Gambia or Senegal when she was 
seven and sold in Boston to a merchant by the name of John Wheat-
ley. He named her Phillis, after the slave ship in which she was 
transported to America. Encouraged to write poetry by John and 
his wife Susanna, she eventually became the first published African-
American poetess. In an elegy for Whitefield, written after his 
death, she recalls the impact that his preaching had on her when 
she heard Whitefield, probably in Boston’s Old South Church:

He pray’d that grace in every heart might dwell: 
He long’d to see America excell; 
He charg’d its youth to let the grace divine 
Arise, and in their future actions shine; 
He offer’d that he did himself receive, 
A greater gift not God himself can give: 
He urg’d the need of Him to every one; 
It was no less than God’s co-equal Son! 
Take Him ye wretched for your only good; 
Take Him ye starving souls to be your food. 
Ye thirsty, come to his life giving stream: 
Ye Preachers, take him for your joyful theme: 
Take Him, “my dear Americans,” he said, 
Be your complaints in his kind bosom laid: 
Take Him ye Africans, he longs for you; 
Impartial Saviour, is his title due; 
If you will chuse to walk in grace’s road, 
You shall be sons, and kings, and priests to God. 

Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin is a historian, author and professor of church 
history and biblical spirituality at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. This article was recently given as an 
address at the Tyndale Wesley Symposium in Toronto on March 25, 2014.

1768 Visits Edinburgh for the last 
time on June 15; on August 9, 
Elizabeth Whitefield, his wife, dies, 
and he preaches her funeral sermon 
from Romans 8:20 on August 14

1769 Leaves on his 
seventh voyage to 
America in 
September

1770 Dies on September 30 in Newburyport, Massachu-
setts, aged 55; news of Whitefield’s death arrives in 
London on November 5; John Wesley preaches his 
funeral sermon on November 18 at Tottenham Court 
Chapel and at the Tabernacle in London

Timeline compiled by Janice Van Eck
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thought, “Well, I guess I won’t be seeing 
him again!” I was wrong.

Before the wedding we needed a pastor-
al interview with my uncle, the Baptist 
minister who would marry us. Barry and 
my uncle disappeared into the study as 
soon as lunch was over. I never did find out 
what happened behind that closed door.

The next day we went to the marriage 
bureau. I cringed at the word “atheist” on 
the marriage license. But I did not change 
my mind. I refused to think about the 
consequences of marrying a nonbeliever. 
I knew Barry really was searching for the 
truth because he had read through the 
Bible the previous year. And we loved 
each other.

That July 1969, our wedding day dawned 
bright and hot. I walked down the aisle to 
meet my love. After the ceremony the wed-
ding party crowded into a narrow hallway 
to sign the marriage certificate. On the 

FEATURE

 I 
broke my dad’s heart. He could not 
understand how his daughter could 
flaunt a direct command of God not 
to marry a nonbeliever—and an 
atheist at that. He even sent me a 
letter expressing his sadness. I tore 
it up and threw it in the garbage.

A few days after the wedding, 
dad ended up in the hospital. Mom 

phoned the police in Pennsylvania to find 
us on our honeymoon. After that she con-
tacted a friend in New York City—the 
next stop of our trip. Barry and I stayed 
there a couple of extra days until we knew 
dad was recovering. Then we continued 
on to Florida.

Although unhappy about the news of my 
dad, I did not regret marrying Barry. Two 
years earlier, he had asked me out on our 
first date because he knew I was a Chris-
tian, and he was searching for the truth. 
After he had quizzed me on my beliefs, I 

way home after the honeymoon, we visited 
my parents. My mom scolded me, “Uncle 
Matt was horrified! He told me that he 
would have stood up in front of all those 
guests and refused to marry you if he had 
known Barry was an atheist.”

I was shocked and replied, “He talked 
to Barry before the wedding! I thought he 
knew.”

How often I dreamed about what could 
have happened! While the organist played, 

“Here comes the bride,” I would walk slowly 
down the aisle. As soon as I stood by 
Barry’s side, my uncle would announce, “I 
am unable to marry this couple because 
Barry is an atheist!” I would be so embar-
rassed that I would run away. Yet God had 
overruled and allowed the wedding to 
take place.

Although outwardly happy, a spiritual 
wall divided us. A popular song of the day 
claimed, “What the world needs now is love, 

A SPIRITUAL  
U-TURN
HOW GOD SAVED AN ATHEIST
BY HEATHER KENDALL
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sweet love.” I soon discovered love was not 
enough. Only then did I begin to pray: 

“Lord, you promised, if I have faith like a 
mustard seed, you will remove the moun-
tain of Barry’s unbelief.”

For a year and a half, I prayed that prayer 
every day. By this time I had stopped talk-
ing to Barry about spiritual things since 
such conversation only went around in 
circles. Nevertheless, I rejoiced because he 
continued to go to church after we were 
married. He even went to prayer meeting! 
Whenever we visited my parents for a 
weekend, their pastor came and talked to 
him about spiritual realities. Barry did not 
seem to mind.

During the first year of our marriage, 
Barry was a French teacher in high school 
and very unhappy with his choice of ca-
reer. Therefore the following year we 
both agreed to move so that he could at-
tend library school. I told him, “You 

should enjoy your work. If you want to 
become a librarian, I will get a job while 
you’re at school.”

Since I had recently completed a com-
puter-programming course, I thought it 
would be easy finding a position. Yet I 
could not find a job. Weeks passed without 
any success. Then I began looking for any-
thing suitable. Eventually I found a coding 
position in an insurance office. The pay 
was low, but better than nothing.

Six weeks later, the phone rang as I was 
about to leave for work. A man’s voice re-
marked, “You’re a hard person to reach.” 

“Barry! You’ll never guess what hap-
pened,” I shouted later that day. “I have an 
interview for a programming job at a 
place where I applied a long time ago!” 
Barry was speechless. 

Meanwhile, although knowing Barry 
was an atheist as well as a library student, 
the pastor had encouraged him to work on 

the church library. Therefore Barry often 
stopped off at the church after school to 
catalogue the books. That is why he was 
alone in the church library one day in 
January 1971. When he came home that 
day, Barry announced, “Heather, I have 
something to tell you. I have accepted 
Jesus as my Lord and Saviour.”

Then he told me what had happened. “I 
was alone in the library thinking about 
the good position you had. Last summer, 
when we moved here, I made a bargain 
with God. I promised him that I would 
believe in Jesus if he gave you a job. How-
ever, I did not keep my promise. After 
that, God gave you a better position when 
you weren’t even asking for one. Today, in 
the church library, I felt as if God came 
and rapped my knuckles. ‘You promised 
me,’ he said, ‘I gave Heather a good job. 
Why do you not trust me?’ At that mo-
ment I knew God existed. I surrendered 
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to him and confessed my sin. Now I am 
trusting Jesus as my Lord and Savior.”

Now we truly were a couple united in 
the Lord. Soon I phoned my parents to tell 
them the good news. Sometime later my 
mom said, “Uncle Matt is happy for you 
two. He is glad he did not stop the wedding.” 

As happy and thankful as I was for Barry’s 
salvation, false guilt because of my actions, 
crippled my thought life. False guilt is like 
a geyser, gurgling beneath the surface, 
waiting to erupt unexpectedly. First, I shall 
explain what false guilt is not and then 
what it is.

WORLDLY GUILT
An ungodly person acknowledges his or 
her guilt only after being caught in the act. 
There is no repentance of sin and turning 
to God for forgiveness. King Saul is a good 
example of such a person.

One day Samuel gave Saul a message 
from the Lord. He said, “I will punish the 
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when 
they waylaid them as they came up from 
Egypt. Now go, attack the Amalekites and 
totally destroy all that belongs to them. Do 
not spare them; put to death men and 
women, children and infants, cattle and 
sheep, camels and donkeys” (1 Samuel 15:2–
3, niv). Instead of obeying God, Saul spared 
King Agag and the best of the sheep and 
cattle. He only destroyed anything despised 
and weak.

The Lord told Samuel, “I regret that I 
have made Saul king, because he has 
turned away from me and has not carried 
out my instructions” (1 Samuel 15:11).

On meeting Samuel, King Saul said, 
“The Lord bless you! I have carried out the 
Lord’s instructions” (1 Samuel 15:13).

But Samuel responded, “What then is 
this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is 
this lowing of cattle that I hear?” (1 Sam-
uel 15:14).

Saul was upset when Samuel told him 
that God had rejected him as king. He did 
not want to lose his job and the loyalty of 
the people. Therefore Saul replied, “I have 
sinned. I violated the Lord’s command 
and your instructions. I was afraid of the 
men and so I gave in to them. Now I beg 
you, forgive my sin and come back with 
me, so that I may worship the Lord” (1 
Samuel 15:24–25).

Saul cared more about the opinion of 
men than of God. That is why he asked for-
giveness from Samuel, not from the Lord. 
If Samuel condoned Saul’s sinful behav-
iour, Saul would retain his authority over 
the Israelites. Self-preservation motivated 
Saul, not obedience to the Lord.

GODLY GUILT
In contrast, a godly person acknowledges 
his or her sin, repents of it, and turns to 
God for forgiveness. David is a good ex-
ample of such a person. When David should 
have been at war with his troops, he saw 
Bathsheba bathing. Then he sent a messen-
ger to get her so that he could sleep with 
her. After finding out that she was preg-
nant, he had her husband Uriah killed by 
sending him to the front of the battlefield.

As soon as the prophet Nathan con-
fronted David with his sin, he said, “I 
have sinned against the Lord” (2 Samuel 
12:13). Afterward, in Psalm 51, David 
poured his heart out to the Lord. He 
began by acknowledging his sin and beg-
ging for mercy. “Have mercy on me, O 
God, according to your unfailing love; ac-
cording to your great compassion blot out 
my transgressions. Wash away all my in-
iquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is al-
ways before me. Against you, you only, 
have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight” (Psalm 51:1–4). He ended by 
praising God. “Open my lips, Lord, and 
my mouth will declare your praise. You 
do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt 
offerings. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, 
God, will not despise” (Psalm 51:15–17). 
Knowing that God had forgiven him, 
David rejoiced in God his Saviour. In 
Psalm 32, David explained how he re-
solved his feelings of godly guilt. “Blessed 
is the one whose transgressions are for-
given, whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the one whose sin the Lord does not 
count against them and in whose spirit is 
no deceit… Rejoice in the Lord and be 
glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are 
upright in heart!” (Psalm 32:1, 2, 11).

FALSE GUILT
False guilt occurs when a believer con-
tinues in a state of godly guilt for an ex-
tended period of time. Such a person may 
have assurance of God’s forgiveness but 
not forgive him or herself. Satan or others 
may remind the person of the sin and 
cause the guilty feelings to surface. Some-
times the person dwells on it without any 
outside help. That is what happened to me.

A couple of weeks after my husband’s 
conversion, the pastor at our church bap-
tized Barry. In his sermon, he praised the 
Lord for using Barry as an example of 
God’s sovereignty and grace in salvation. 
My parents rejoiced with me as they 
watched him getting baptized. 

I was so thankful for Barry’s salvation. 
Yet I felt far from the Lord because of my 
own sin of marrying a nonbeliever. Guilty 
feelings simmered inside me for the next 
ten years. I thought, “A person can make 
restitution for some sins like stealing or 
cheating. Zacchaeus did that. I can’t undo 
my marriage.”

Then one Sunday, God spoke to me 
through the pastor’s sermon on Isaiah 42:7. 
Hearing how Jesus frees captives from pris-
on spoke to my heart. I tried desperately to 
hold back tears of relief and happiness. For 
so long, false guilt had consumed me be-
cause I had married an atheist. I wondered 
how God could ever forgive me. How could 
I pray for God’s forgiveness after what I had 
done? Why should the Lord want to forgive 
me? I could never change the past. The 
peace and presence of God had eluded me, 
no matter how often I prayed.

That Sunday, I admitted I was a prison-
er of my own making. I prayed, “Thank 
you, Lord, for saving Barry. I know both of 
us belong to you. Please forgive me for 
thinking you had not forgiven me. I now 
understand you forgave me long ago be-
cause I was your child. I am sorry I kept 
myself in a prison of false guilt for so long. 
This is sin. Please give me the willingness 
to accept what I cannot change. Thank 
you for your patience with me. I praise 
you for answering my prayers. You have 
given me peace and restored to me the joy 
of your salvation.”

After forty-four years of marriage, I still 
marvel how God has blessed me. He an-
swered my prayer and saved an atheist. 
Barry’s salvation was an object lesson on 
God’s sovereign grace in salvation that I 
shall never forget. How many people have 
prayed for years for God to save their 
spouses? Yet many die nonbelievers. In 
addition, the Lord has restored to me the 
joy of his salvation. I have the peace of God 
in my heart, a wonderful husband, three 
grown children, two precious grandsons 
and another on the way.

The apostle Paul gives good advice to 
those caught in a mire of false guilt. “For-
getting what is behind and straining to-
ward what is ahead, I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 3:13–14). 

Heather Kendall is author of A Tale of Two 
Kingdoms (2006) and God’s Unfolding Story 
of Salvation: The Christ-Centered Biblical 
Storyline (2012), the 2013 Word Guild Awards 
winner in the Book—Biblical Studies category. 
See www.tale2k.com.
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aul taught young Timothy the gospel himself: he made 
him not only hear his doctrine, but see his practice. We 
cannot force truth upon men, but we can make our own 
teaching clear and decided, and make our lives consist-
ent with it. Truth and holiness are the surest antidotes 
to error and unrighteousness. The apostle said to 
Timothy, “Continue in what you have learned and have 

become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it” (2 Timothy 3:14).

He then dwelt upon another potent remedy which had been of 
great service to the young preacher—namely, the knowing of the 
Holy Scriptures from his earliest childhood. This was to young 
Timothy one of his best safeguards. His early 
training held him like an anchor, and saved 
him from the dreadful drift of the age. Happy 
young man, of whom the apostle could say, 

“From infancy you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Timothy 3:15).

To be prepared for the coming conflict, 
we have only to preach the gospel, and to 
live the gospel; and also to take care that we 
teach the children the Word of the Lord. 
This last is specially to be attended to, for it 
is by the mouth of babes that God will still 
the enemy. It is idle to dream that human 
learning must be met by human learning. 
No. Lift up the brazen serpent wherever the 
fiery serpents are biting the people, and men 
shall look to it and live. Bring the children 
out, and hold them up, and turn their little 
eyes towards the divinely ordained remedy; 
for still there is life in a look. There is no 
cure after all for midnight but the rising sun; 
no hope for a dark world but in that light 
which lighteneth every man. Shine forth, O 
Sun of Righteousness, and mist, and cloud, and darkness must dis-
appear. Keep to the apostolic plans, and rest assured of apostolic 
success. Preach Christ; preach the Word, in season and out of sea-
son—and teach the children. One of God’s chief methods for 
preserving his fields from tares, is to sow them early with wheat.

The work of God’s grace in Timothy commenced with early in-
structions: “From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures.”

Note the time for instruction. The expression, “from infancy,” does 
not mean a well-grown child, or youth, but a child just rising out 
of infancy. From a very child Timothy had known the sacred writ-
ings. This expression is used to show that we cannot begin too 
early to fill the minds of our children with Scriptural knowledge. 
During the first months of a child’s life, it learns more than we 
imagine. It soon learns the love of its mother, and its own depend-
ence; and if the mother is wise, it learns the meaning of obedience 
and the necessity of yielding its will to a higher will. This may be 
the keynote of its whole future life. If it learns obedience and sub-
mission early, it may save a thousand tears from the child’s eyes, 
and as many from the mother’s heart. 

The Holy Scriptures may be learned by children as soon as they 
are capable of understanding anything. It is a very remarkable fact, 
which I have heard asserted by many teachers, that children will 
learn to read out of the Bible better than from any other book. A 
biblical fact will often be grasped when a fact of common history is 
forgotten. There is an adaptation in the Bible for human beings of 
all ages, and therefore it has a fitness for children. We make a mis-
take when we think that we must begin with something else and 
lead up to the Scriptures. Parts of it are above a child’s mind, for 
they are above the comprehension of the most advanced among us.

Give us the first seven years of a child, with God’s grace, and we 
may defy the world, the flesh, and the devil. Those first years, 

while yet the clay is soft and plastic, go far to 
decide the form of the vessel. Do not say that 
your office, you who teach the young, is in 
the least degree inferior to ours, whose main 
business is with older folks. No, you have 
the first of them, and your impressions, as 
they come first, will endure last. Among the 
thoughts that come to an old man before he 
enters heaven, the most plentiful are those 
that came to him when he sat upon his 
mother’s knee. The teachings of our child-
hood leave sharp impressions upon our 
mind and remain after seventy years have 
passed. Let us see that such impressions are 
made for the highest ends.

It is well to note the admirable selection of 
instructors. Paul says, “I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in 
you also” (1 Timothy 1:5). No doubt grand-
mother Lois and mother Eunice united in 
teaching the little one. Who should teach 
the children but the parents? Timothy’s fath-
er was a Greek, and probably a heathen, but 

his child was happy in having a venerable grandmother, so often 
the dearest of all relatives to a little child. He had also a gracious 
mother, once a devout Jewess, and afterward a firmly believing 
Christian, who made it her daily pleasure to teach her own dear 
child the Word of the Lord. O dear mothers, you have a very sacred 
trust given to you by God! He has in effect said, “Take this child 
and nurse it for Me, and I will give you your wages.” You are called 
to equip the future man of God, that he may be thoroughly fur-
nished unto every good work. If God spares you, you may live to 
hear that boy speak to thousands, and you will have the sweet re-
flection in your heart that the quiet teachings of the nursery led 
the man to love and serve his God. Those who think that a woman 
staying at home with her family is doing nothing, think the reverse 
of what is true—she is doing the best possible service for her Lord. 
Mothers, the godly training of your offspring is your first and most 
pressing duty. Christian women, by teaching children God’s Word, 
are as much fulfilling their part for the Lord, as Moses in judging 
Israel, or Solomon in building the temple. 
From Spurgeon’s book, Come ye Children. Excerpt edited by JPV.

VOICES FROM THE PAST

Paul espouses teaching the Bible to the very young. BY CHARLES H. SPURGEON

NO AGE REQUIREMENT TO THE BIBLE

[Timothy’s] early training  
held him like an anchor, and 
saved him from the dreadful 

drift of the age. 
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…books were opened. And another 
book was opened, which is the Book of 
Life (Revelation 20:12)

BY PIA THOMPSON ›› Books are timeless. 
They are portable, personal, public and 
permanent. With many copies of the same 
book, they are a reliable record of an event. 
They existed before electricity, and can 
exist when the power is off. They are the 
bookends of history. They were around at 
the beginning of the world, and will be 
opened at the end of the world. They don’t 
require a password to access them, or any 
special training to operate. 

Creation was recorded in them, the ge-
nealogies and the early history of man, and 
all the works of God in history. Genesis 5:1 
refers to the first book written as the Book 
of Generations, which recorded creation 
and the Fall. Throughout Scripture, there 
are references to the Chronicles of the Kings.

The Bible contains sixty-six books, yet it 
is one Book. It has one theme. It was writ-
ten over many centuries by forty authors 
in several languages. It has many stories or 
narratives, yet they are all part of the meta-
narrative, the grand story of how God is 
redeeming sinful humanity to become the 
Bride of Christ. All of history is his story. 
These things were “written for our learn-
ing” (Romans 15:4, nkjv).

God has been keeping records. Names, 
deeds and words are all recorded in books. 
On that awesome Last Day, the Bible says,

And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were 
opened. And another book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life. And the dead 
were judged according to their works, 
by the things which were written in 
the books (Revelation 20:12)

The main book seems to be the Book of Life, 
which is a list of names. “And anyone not 

OTHER BOOKS AT THE JUDGEMENT
found written in the Book of Life was cast 
into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). 

But what are those other books men-
tioned in Revelation 20:12?

Malachi 3:16 says,

Then those who feared the Lord spoke 
to one another, and the Lord listened 
and heard them; so a book of remem-
brance was written before Him for 
those who fear the Lord and who 
meditate on His name.

This is to contrast the conversation and 
conduct of believers with the preceding 
words of murmuring and complaining by 
unbelievers. They said it was useless to 
serve God. But our delight as believers is to 
talk about our Saviour. The amazing thing 
is that he takes notice of it, approves and 
records it in our favour. This is a Book of 
Remembrance. 

Psalm 56:8 says, “You number my wan-
derings; put my tears into Your bottle; Are 
they not in Your book?” Here we see that 
God is aware of our sorrows and in a sense 
saves our tears; none falls to the ground 
without his notice. He records our grief in a 
book. He knows. He cares. I find this to be 
so poignant a picture of our loving and com-
passionate God. I call this a Book of Sorrows.

When Job was in the midst of his 
suffering, he lamented, “Oh that my words 
were written! Oh, that they were inscribed 
in a book!” (Job. 19:23). Job wanted a 
permanent record of his words. This would 
give some meaning to his suffering. He got 
his wish. Someone has taken note. His 
words were recorded. I call this a Book of 
Suffering.

Jesus warns that a record is kept of our 
idle words, and we will be held to account 
for them. 

“But I say to you that for every idle 
word men may speak they will give ac-

count of it in the Day of Judgment. For 
by your words you will be justified, 
and by your words you will be con-
demned” (Matthew 12:36–37). 

Our words have eternal significance. The 
Bible often condemns sins, such as in-
sults, gossip and lies, as severely as adul-
tery and murder (1 Timothy 1:10; Revela-
tion 21:8).

I don’t know about you, but I find that to 
be a sobering thought. Like Job, when he is 
rebuked by God, says, “Behold, I am vile; 
what shall I answer You? I lay my hand 
over my mouth” (Job 40:4). Or Isaiah, 
when he has a vision of God on his throne, 
and he is aware of being a “man of unclean 
lips” (Isaiah 6:5).

We tend to downplay those sins of gossip 
and lies as somehow less heinous than 
adultery or murder, but God takes them 
very seriously. Whether there’s another 
book for our idle words or not, the idea is 
that there is a record. Ultimately, every 
facet of every life is “stored” in the mind of 
God. He doesn’t forget. The information 
doesn’t need a backup. 

While judgement is a fearful thing, it is 
also comforting to know that on that 
Great Day all injustices will be made right, 
that God has seen our suffering and sor-
row, our fellowship and deeds. He in-
scribed our name in his Book of Life even 
before we trusted in Christ. Perhaps the 
tears he wipes from our eyes in heaven 
will be after he has reviewed our lives. 
When it’s all over, we are secure in heaven 
because of Christ, and the efficacy of his 
blood to cover all of our sin.

And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away (Revelation 
21:4). 

GUEST COLUMN
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JESUS ON EVERY PAGE
10 simple ways to seek and find Christ 
in the Old Testament
BY DAVID MURRAY
Thomas Nelson (2013), 246 pgs
ISBN 978-1400205349

Do you find yourself reading 
the Old Testament as a series 
of stories and narratives, with 
a way of salvation that is moral-
istic and based primarily on a 
person’s works? Have you found 
it hard to reconcile the Old Tes-
tament “law” with the grace 
that is so evidently seen in the 
New Testament? If you’re any-
thing like me, you have—and 
so had David Murray.

In Jesus on Every Page, Mur-
ray takes you on the journey he 
took that led him to see that 
the Old Testament was all 
about—and focused on—Jesus. 
Salvation has always been about 
grace, whether in the Old or 
New Testament. Murray be-
gins by working through the 
views of Paul, Peter and Jesus 
on the Old Testament, reveal-
ing the “gospel keys” that we 
can use in our own Bible study. 
From the days of creation 
through to Abraham, Sinai and 
the Law with its sacrifices, 
prophetic words, promises, 
types and shadows, theophanies 
and word pictures of Christ to 
proverbs and poetry, in God’s 
unfolding plan of redemption, 
the theme of Jesus is writ the 
whole way through. The same 
faith in the work of Christ that 
we need to be saved is what Old 
Testament saints needed as 
well. They didn’t trust in the 

“idea” of a Saviour, they looked 
to the promised One who would 
crush Satan and take the pen-
alty for their sin by his sacrifice.

Murray wades through some 
deep territory, but with such a 
readable and engaging style 
that you will enjoy the journey. 
Prepare to be challenged. Pre-
pare to see the glories of Jesus 
expand back through your Bible 
in a fresh way.

Complete with study ques-
tions, this book is ideal to use 
for a study with either a friend 
or a group. The one thing I 
would have found helpful is for 
the references to be given in 
the body of the text instead of 
endnoted to the back of the 
book.—JANICE VAN ECK

LADY JANE GREY 
BY SIMONETTA CARR; ILLUSTRATED 
BY MATT ABRAXAS
Reformation Heritage (2012), 64 pgs
ISBN 978-1601781901

Simonetta Carr’s series, Christian 
Biographies for Young Readers, 
has deservedly become well 
known. They are written with 
careful attention to historical 
fact and detail, and yet are 
accessible to children. They are 
beautifully illustrated, and all 
six so far, betray a conviction 
that biography is a great, and 
biblical, way to teach children 
the importance of history. This 
recent biography of a famous 
figure in English history, Lady 
Jane Grey (1537–1554), is no ex-
ception. Queen for less than two 
weeks, Jane was executed by 
Mary I, her cousin, known as 

“Bloody Mary.” She has been 
rightly seen as a Christian mar-
tyr. Since the other books in this 
series are about men, it is great 
to have one on a woman, to in-
spire young girls to live a godly 
life like Jane.—MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN

THE INSANITY OF GOD
A true story of faith resurrected
BY NIK RIPKEN with GREGG LEWIS
B&H Publishing (2013), 322 pgs
ISBN 978-1433673085

The Insanity of God is the chal-
lenging story of the testing of 
the author’s faith. The book be-
gins with the personal experi-
ence of missionaries Nik and 
Ruth Ripken. After working in 
Malawi and South Africa, they 
moved to Kenya to run a non-
profit organization that tried 
to assist the neighbouring war-
ravaged country of Somalia. 
There Nik witnessed the seem-
ingly impenetrable depths of 
human selfishness and wicked-
ness. After serving in Somalia, 
he came home spiritually ex-
hausted with questions such as: 
Can faith in Jesus survive, let 
alone thrive in such a hostile 
place? Where is Jesus’ love, when 
evil seems to be victorious?

To answer these questions 
and to help prepare others living 
in an environment of brutal per-
secution, Nik led a worldwide 
study of the persecuted church. 
In the second part of the book, 
Nik challenges the reader as he 
shares stories of those he inter-
viewed and recounts the les-
sons he learned. He forces us to 
examine our own lives and com-

mitment to the gospel as he 
helps us understand the perse-
cuted church.—MATTHEW RICHARDS

IS GOD ANTI-GAY?
And other questions about 
homosexuality, the Bible and 
same-sex attraction
BY SAM ALLBERRY
Good Book Company (2013), 93 pgs
ISBN 978-1908762313

The provocative title is appro-
priate for this brief work which 
deals with the sensitive and im-
portant issues of gender, identity 
and homosexuality. Sam Allberry 
is more than qualified to take us 
on the journey into this topic as 
he is not only an associate pastor, 
but also a man who is open 
about his struggle with same 
sex attraction (SSA).

In this work, Sam covers a 
lot of ground. He rightly be-
gins with the general biblical 
material on sexuality and mar-
riage before delving into the 
subject of homosexuality. After 
examining various biblical pas-
sages on the subject he then 
gives relevant advice to believ-
ers and to the church on how 
we can compassionately think 
about this issue so that we 
might support those within 
the church and tenderly and 
truthfully respond to those 
outside of the church who deal 
with SSA and homosexuality.

This book accomplishes its 
purpose of giving a concise and 
thought-provoking word on an 
issue that must be talked about 
and better understood in Chris-
tian circles.—MR  
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› One of the most pub-
lished and widely recognized books of all time is 
John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. Since its first 
appearance in 1678, the impact of Bunyan’s master-
piece on the church of Jesus Christ is incalculable. 
The famous ninteenth-century poet/preacher C.H. 

Spurgeon read The Pilgrim’s Progress over one hundred times during 
his lifetime, and he regularly encouraged saints to read and reread 
it. C.S. Lewis, the author of the Chronicles of Narnia, called The 
Pilgrim’s Progress “a book that has astonished the whole world.” Even 
the famous twentieth-century agnostic playwright, George Bernard 
Shaw, stated that Bunyan’s novel greatly influenced him (he had 
portions of it read at his funeral), and Shaw believed it surpassed 
the works of William Shakespeare in quality, form and style.

John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, meaning that 
the characters, settings and events in the book hold symbolic sig-
nificance beyond the story itself. The story represents a Christian’s 
journey of faith by following the adventures of a redeemed pilgrim, 
who was once named “Graceless” but who now bears the name 

“Christian.” Like all who call on the name of the Lord, Christian is 
fleeing his hometown (named, “The City of Destruction”) and he 
is heading toward the wonderful City of God. Along the “narrow” 
way, he encounters many temptations, many foes to his faith and 
many faithful friends, each symbolizing the real challenges all 
Christians face and the real helps God gives his people as they seek 
to live according to the Way. 

Although it is a work of marvellous fiction, The Pilgrim’s Progress 
is biblically saturated: there are over two-hundred direct quota-
tions from the Bible, as well as countless paraphrases, references 
and allusions. About Bunyan’s biblical richness, Spurgeon states, 

“Why, this man [Bunyan] is a living Bible! Prick him anywhere, and 
you will find that his blood is Bibline, the very essence of the Bible 
flows through him. He cannot speak without quoting a text, for his 
soul is full of the Word of God.”

| the ARTS

BUNYAN’S THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS

A few useful smartphone apps and a great acoustic CD 

| mixed MEDIA

One of the great strengths of Bunyan’s book is its ability to con-
vey complicated theological truths in a clear and simple way. C.S. 
Lewis praises Bunyan’s unencumbered style of writing: “the light 
is sharp; it never comes through stained glass.” In other words, 
Bunyan preaches without being “preachy;” he exposes human sin 
and foolishness without a “holier-than-thou” disposition. Never-
theless, there is no “tickling of ears” here: sin is squarely addressed 
as loathsome to God, and Bunyan’s characters—who bear names 

reflecting their wickedness—are 
clearly condemned. The differ-
ence is that Bunyan gives us 
warnings in a sincere, compas-
sionate and humble manner. 

Beyond its richness in theo-
logical truths and spiritual applications, The Pilgrim’s Progress is a 
superb story—that is, entertaining, engaging, and exciting. Leland 
Ryken, a retired Wheaton College literary professor, notes that 

“the book is like Homer’s Odyssey or Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings—a 
continuous series of narrow escapes and threatening ordeals.”

Similar to life itself, John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress con-
tains moments of electrifying adventure, deep despair, great de-
light, gripping sadness and enjoyable humour. Woven into the 
fabric of his story, Bunyan beautifully entwines the spiritual, 
psychological and physical aspects of the human and Christian ex-
perience; with biblical insight into the heart of humanity, Bunyan 
portrays an admonishing, encouraging and instructive narrative of 
what it means to be a real Christian in this world. Pick it up, read 
it, enjoy it and learn from it! 

Readers who are less familiar with the King James Version of the Bible 
may have difficulty with the original seventeenth-century English. There 
are, however, many updated versions available. Recommended edition: 
The Pilgrim’s Progress in modern English, revised by L. Edward Hazel-
baker, includes explanatory notes, a timeline and a study guide.

…moments of electrify-
ing adventure, deep 
despair, great delight, 
gripping sadness and 
enjoyable humour

THE ACOUSTIC SESSIONS: 
VOLUME 1
CASTING CROWNS
Beach Street/Reunion (2013)

This is the first compilation album by 
American Christian rock band Casting 
Crowns. Their songs, mostly by lead 
singer Mark Hall, are solid and benefit 

musically from this stripped-down style. The weakest song is prob-
ably “Delivered” on track 6, but the balance have previously been 
recorded, and these acoustic versions offer a fresh listening experi-
ence. Whether you’re a fan of Casting Crowns or just interested in 
hearing their music, this album is a good one to get.
—Janice Van Eck

MLJ Sermons
FREE

The Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
Trust now has an app where 

you can listen to the 
sermons of this twentieth-

century preacher, well-
known for his expository 

ministry and wide influence 
in Reformed circles.

Guitar Tuna
FREE

Do you have a guitar 
gathering dust in the corner 
of your living room? Maybe 
if you could just tune it, you 
might pick it up more often. 
Well, Guitar Tuna is a free 
app that helps you do just 

that…and more!
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Accepted
“He hath made us accepted in the 
beloved.” (Ephesians 1:6, KJV)

Who is “accepted in the beloved”? You, 
if you have come to your heavenly Father, 
asking him to receive you for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Dear little one, wanting to 
know that you are saved and forgiven, 
take all the beautiful comfort and joy of 
these words! They are for you just as 
much as for any grown-up person. Ask 
him now to give you faith to believe 
them for yourself, while you try to under-
stand what they really mean for you.

Suppose a king came and proclaimed 
among a number of poor children that 
he would take anyone to stay with him 
in his beautiful palace, who really wished 
to go and asked him to take them. Sup-
pose you heard this, and wished the 
king would take you. Then the king mo-
tions to you to come closer. Then the 
king’s son, a royal prince, comes himself 
to lead you up to his father, and tells 
you to say what you want, and you say, 

“I do want to go. Please take me!” Will 
the king break his word and not take 
you? Why, in the first place, he never 
breaks his promise. And then he mo-
tioned to you himself to come forward. 
And then the prince, who is his beloved 
son, took your hand and brought you; 
and would the king send the little one 
away who his own son brought? There 
can be no mistake about it; he cannot 
have rejected you and said he will not 
have you, so you must be “accepted.”

So everyone who has come to Jesus, 
even if only a little girl or boy, is “accepted 
in the beloved.” Accepted, because God 
has said, “I will receive you.” Accepted 
because God himself has called and 
drawn you, or you wouldn’t have wanted 
to come. Accepted, because Jesus, his 
beloved Son, has made a way for you to 
come by his own blood, and saves all 
that come unto God by him. Accepted, not 
because you were worth God’s accepting, 
but “accepted in the beloved.” 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

The light of God’s Word 
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› Turn in your Bible to Psalm 119. Some of you may know that this 
psalm is the longest chapter in the Bible. It is also a chapter that is all about God’s Word. 
Read Psalm 119:103–112.

1. In the verses you read, what are some of the things God’s Word is compared to?

2. Read verse 105 again. In your life, how is God’s Word a “lamp to your feet”?

3. What does this psalm say about your heart and God’s Word?

Word search
accept 
decrees
forget
heart
honey
joy
keeping
lamp
law
light
Lord
mouth
path
praise
precepts
statutes
steps
suffered
sweet
teach
understanding
word
wrong

DID YOU KNOW?
››  The first book ever printed with moveable metal type was the Bible. It was printed in 1454 
by Johannes Gutenberg, who invented the “type mold” for the printing press.
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