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www.careyconference.net
Accommodation and registration information coming soon

Enjoy engaging preaching,  
children’s classes for all ages 

and the warm fellowship  
of believers!

2014 Evening speaker 

wILLIaM HUGHeS has been in the pastoral 
ministry for over forty years, having pastored 
churches in England, Scotland and Florida.  
He is also a well-appreciated international 
conference speaker. Pastor Hughes and his  
wife Alma have three children.

“The Carey” provides a  
Christian camp experience  
for the whole family!

As it has for over 30 years, the Carey continues  
to be a blessing for attendees of all ages. 
Organized by The Sovereign Grace Fellowship 
of Canada, the Carey provides a well-balanced 
combination of Spirit-anointed preaching, 
worship, opportunities for uplifting fellowship, 
children’s classes, activities and restful family 
vacation time, making this week a highlight of 
the summer. 

Accommodation varies from onsite hotel rooms, 
cabins and cottages to tents and trailers, and 
the facilities include a pool, baseball and  
soccer fields, basketball and volleyball courts, 
and many areas suitable for biking and walking.

We hope you’ll consider joining us for the  
2014 Carey Family Conference! 

Held at Braeside Camp
110 East River Road, 
Paris, ON N3L 3E1

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

august 16-22, 2014
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| EDITORIAL

This is what the wicked are like—
 always carefree, they increase in wealth.
Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure…
When I tried to understand all this,
 it was oppressive to me
till I entered the sanctuary of God;
 then I understood their final destiny (Psalm 73:12–13, 16–17).

A saph’s honest questions in Psalm 73 have 
often been a great help to me. I find I need to 
regularly read this psalm since it starkly 
realigns my perspective with God’s. It’s so 
easy to slide into thinking that living the 
Christian life is full of too many sacrifices. (In 
light of the sacrifice of Christ, I know it’s hard 

to theologically fathom how our thoughts can get to that point…
but they so easily do.) We look around and envy the supposed 

“freedom” people have to indulge their lusts and pursue what they 
want. They don’t seem to face consequences for their behaviour; 
they seem to prosper and climb the corporate ladder way more 
than we do. We begin to think hard thoughts of God and that, 
wow, being a Christian means self-denial, suffering, self-control, 
a tender conscience, compassion, forgiveness, generosity—so 
many things that involve bearing with and giving away! What 
about this victorious, prosperous Christian life I was promised?!

Here, Asaph’s heart need is the same as mine. Having lost a 
heavenly, truthful, God-centred perspective, he comes into God’s 
presence. Until he “entered the sanctuary of God,” his perplexities 
and skewed and troubled thoughts remained. Asaph admits that he 
was “senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.” 
Though he was blessed with so much truth, he had stopped 
thinking of God as the covenant-keeping, gracious Yahweh that he 
was. Essentially, Asaph had forgotten about the goodness of his God 
and it wasn’t until he came into God’s presence, that truth 
exploded his warped perspective. How gracious God is to us!

I love how having realized how wrong his thinking had become, 
Asaph feeds his soul with those things he knows to be true. In 
God’s presence, he “understood their final destiny” and how 
precarious the wicked really are, despite how things might 
appear. And then, Asaph just settles his soul in reflecting on the 
goodness, nearness, tenderness and grace of God to such as him:

Yet I am always with you;
    you hold me by my right hand.
You guide me with your counsel,
    and afterward you will take me into glory.
Whom have I in heaven but you?
    And earth has nothing I desire besides you.
My flesh and my heart may fail,
    but God is the strength of my heart
    and my portion for ever.
Those who are far from you will perish;
    you destroy all who are unfaithful to you.
But as for me, it is good to be near God.
    I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge;
    I will tell of all your deeds (Psalm 73:23–28).

I’m thankful that God continually realigns my heart and helps 
me to truly rest in his goodness and grace to me in Christ. I pray 
that in 2014 your heart will find rest there as well. 

Janice Van Eck, Editor

THE DEDICATION OF  
THE HABARI NGEMA
DECEMBER 2013—I sat in a white 
plastic chair and watched with antici-
pation to see how the Mwani leaders 
in Mozambique would accept this 
book of Scripture. Several of the 
Mwani religious leaders had reviewed 
the text of the Habari Ngema during 
the translation process, so they had 
heard the words of life. They were 
all sitting and listening intently as 

the ceremony went on but dutifully left when the 
call for prayer came, then all returned when it was over. 

We were protected from the sun by a shelter made of cut 
up plastic sacks, held up by bamboo poles. It gave everyone 
an orange glow as we listened to speeches in Kimwani. The 
young people sat on the ground on woven mats listening as 
Shikito, the main Mwani translator, talked about how import-
ant the Word of God was and how special that God had 
brought it to their people.

The Mwanis who attended seemed eager to receive the 
new book. As soon as the box was opened and people saw it 
there was almost a stampede to the table to buy a copy. The 

MWANI UPDATE

THE WORD OF 
GOD ARRIVES

THE WYCLIFFE TRANSLATION TEAM: Sebastian Floor 
(translation consultant), June Dickie (translator), Shikito  
(Mwani translator) and Susan Seiler (typesetter).
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Mwani leaders each bought a copy (even one who was blind) 
and began to study it as they sat waiting for the food to 
arrive. People were eager to hold their own book in their 
hands and open it up to see what it was like. 

Bible bags came out a half hour later, they had been locked 
up and no one knew where to find them. But when they were 
brought out, everyone wanted to have one. They will protect 
their books from dirt, sand, bugs, grease, water, and all kinds 
of little hands. They provide a special place for the Habari 
Ngema and make it very easy to carry around. Shikito carries 
his over his shoulder wherever he goes—walking, on a motor-
cycle or even on a boat. Bags of different colours, shapes and 
types of material were chosen and admired. 

You will have no idea how special you SGF ladies made the 
day for the Mwani people! There are still many books and 
bags left. Now is the time to plead with the Spirit of God to 
plough the tough hearts and open the eyes of the blind so 
they can see the light that shines in the darkness. God is 
working, in the last year, 16 have come to know Christ—may 
there be a great harvest of souls. Your support, prayers and 
emails have blessed me immensely. May God hear our prayers 
for the Mwani people.—Susan Seiler

PEMBA, MOZAMBIQUE: A temporary bamboo and plastic bag 
structure was constructed for the Scripture dedication service.

SGF LADIES’ RETREAT 
2014 — SAVE THE DATE!

Ladies, please mark your calendars for 
the 2014 SGF LADIES’ RETREAT taking 
place May 2–3 at Redeemer University in 
Ancaster. The main speaker for the week-
end will be Sharon James from Leaming-
ton Spa, U.K. 

Sharon has written numerous books, including: My 
Heart in His Hands: Ann Judson of Burma, Elizabeth Pren-
tiss, In Trouble and in Joy: Four Women Who Lived for 
God, The Dawn of Heaven Breaks: Anticipating Eternity, 
Gentle Rain on Tender Grass: Daily Readings from the 
Pentateuch and God’s Design for Women. 

Sharon has spoken at women’s conferences and retreats 
in the U.K., U.S.A., Oman, Dubai, Spain and the Far East, 
and recently completed her doctorate. She is married to 
Bill James (speaker at Carey Conference 2010), and they 
have two children, Peter and Lydia.

JANUARY 19, 2014
SGCC ANNIVERSARY
Speaker: Dale Nevelizer
SGCC celebrates their 29th 
anniversary!
Sovereign Grace Community 
Church, Sarnia, ON
glenntomlinson@cogeco.ca

FEBRUARY 3, 2014
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Pride
Speaker: Carl Muller
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com 

MARCH 3, 2014
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: The Life of James 
Campbell
Speaker: Glenn Tomlinson
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com 

APRIL 5–6, 2014
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH 
MISSIONS CONFERENCE
Speakers: TBD
Trinity Baptist Church, 
Burlington, ON
For more details:
trinity-baptist-church.com

APRIL 14, 2014
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Topic: Prejudice
Speaker: Mark Hudson
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com 

MAY 2–3, 2014
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Sharon James
Plan to attend the annual 
SGF ladies’ get-together—
friendships, fellowship, 

prayer and the Word.
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON
For more details:
www.sgfcanada.com

MAY 23–25, 2014
SGF YOUTH RETREAT
Speaker: TBD
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON
www.sgfcanada.com 

JUNE 2–4, 2014
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE
Speaker: David Murray
More details to come.
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com 

AUGUST 3–8, 2014
VERITAS YOUTH  
CONFERENCE
Speakers: various
High school students: Are 
you serious about your 
faith? Consider taking in 
this week long event, 
including teaching on 
worldviews, apologetics, 
evangelism and leadership. 
In collaboration with the 
Ezra Institute for Contem-
porary Christianity (EICC).
Held at Heritage Bible 
College and Seminary, 
Cambridge, ON
For more details:
www.cywal.org

AUGUST 16–22, 2014
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: William Hughes
Theme: TBD
A great opportunity for 
ministry, fellowship, sports 
& programs for all ages. 
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer 2014 plans.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Stay tuned.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM
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| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES
+ Sovereign Grace Family Church, Belleville, ON
Cliff Linnard, pastor of Sovereign Grace Family Church, 
continues through the healing process following his 
cancer surgery. The doctors discovered that there has 
been some leakage of cancer cells into the surrounding 
tissue and that follow-up radiation will be required in the 
near future. As well, he is battling pain and discomfort in 
one leg in particular as a result of back issues affecting 
the sciatic nerve. Please pray for continued healing for our 
brother. Cliff also has important appointments over the 
next while, and we should pray that the medical personnel 
involved will be able to determine the best course of 
treatment in all areas. The church family has remained 
faithful in their support of Cliff and Berna; they have been 
blessed by the preaching of a number of men who have 
stepped in to fill the pulpit since mid-October. It has been 
a challenging road for all involved, but there is an overall 
spirit of trust and faithfulness that is greatly encouraging. 
The church was able to hold an open house outreach on 
December 15th and about 20 people from the community 
stopped in.

+ Grace Baptist Church of Ottawa, ON
The members at Grace Baptist Church were able to do 
some community outreach during the Christmas season. 
Carol singers sang and gave tracts to shoppers at Brown’s 
Independent Grocers and at Sobeys in Stittsville, and 
some folks from the church took part in the “Parade of 
Lights” in Stittsville. They had a poster which quoted 
Matthew 1:21, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” With the help of Yoyo the donkey, they 
were able to represent Mary and Joseph journeying to 
Bethlehem. During the course of the evening they were 
able to give out about 1,500 tracts. We praise God for 
these great opportunities!

+ Redeemer Bible Church, Kitchener, ON
On October 27, 2013, Redeemer Bible Church (the church 
plant of Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON) celebrated 
their first anniversary. We praise God for the establish-
ment of this small work! Also, in November, the members 
of RBC voted to keep Charlie Ducharme on as their 
permanent part-time pastor.

+ Mallawi, Egypt
The church building in Mallawi where Carey Outreach 
Ministries lecturers often lodged and taught was set on 
fire in September 2013 and greatly damaged. Pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Mallawi, that the Lord would 
provide for all their needs, both physical and spiritual, and 
that he would make himself known to them as the God of 
all comfort and peace.

+ Erroll Hulse, Leeds, UK
Pastor Erroll Hulse, well known to many in the SGF, 
suffered a stroke in November 2013 while ministering in 
South Africa at the African Pastors Conference that he 
helped to organize. He is relatively stable now and 
Lord-willing will be able to get flown back to the UK by 
medical transport very soon. His spirits are strong but his 
body is weak. Please pray for strength and restoration 
during this time and comfort to his soul; his wife, Lyn, 
passed away earlier this year.

+ Tilbury Regular Baptist Church, Tilbury, ON
The SGF is thankful to God for the addition of a new 
church member. At the most recent assembly in Novem-
ber, the delegates voted unanimously to accept Tilbury 
Regular Baptist Church into our fellowship. Pastor Dale 
Nevelizer has been actively involved in SGF events for 
many years and we look forward to serving together.

+ Bethesda Baptist Church, Delhi, ON
Bethesda Baptist Church has recently agreed to take on a 
new work in Thamesford as a church plant. This work, led 
at the present time by Darin Baigent and Shawn Robin-
son, meets on Sunday afternoons in  a local school in 
Thamesford. Their congregation numbers between 55 and 
65 and they are eager to experience the oversight and 
counsel offered by Bethesda, led by Pastor Stephen Kring. 
At present both churches are working through the 
numerous details connected to such an endeavour, but 
there is a good spirit of collaboration and unity. Please 
pray for both congregations in the weeks ahead, particu-
larly for the Thamesford folk, as they finalize details in 
their constitution, seek God’s direction in terms of pastor 
and church leaders, make application for charitable status 
and reach out to the members of their community with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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A 
lthough I lived far from my par-
ents, I visited them as often as 
possible during the last few 
months of their lives. However, 
I was not around right near the 
end. In contrast, my husband 
Barry and I showed his mother 

pictures of her childhood the day before she 
died. Her eyes lit up as she remembered 
those happy times. I suspect many people 
think about their life when they are dying. 
King David certainly did.

Just before his death, David reminded his 
son Solomon to walk with God and obey 
his commandments. Then the Lord could 
keep his promise to David: “If your des-
cendants watch how they live, and if they 
walk faithfully before me with all their 
heart and soul, you will never fail to have a 
man on the throne of Israel” (1 Kings 2:4). 
The implication is that if David’s descend-
ants failed to keep God’s Law, then they 
would lose the throne. David also realized 
that God had chosen Israel as his special 
people in order to prepare for the arrival of 
the promised Seed. David’s Saviour would 
be his own descendant. Special blessings, 
both physical and spiritual, were granted to 
the Israelites because the promised Seed 
would be a Jew. Yet, in his dying words, 
David is more concerned with spiritual re-
alities than physical promises:

The Spirit of the Lord spoke through 
me; his word was on my tongue. The 
God of Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel 
said to me: “When one rules over men 
in righteousness, when he rules in the 
fear of God, he is like the light of mor-
ning at sunrise on a cloudless mor-
ning, like the brightness after rain 
that brings the grass from the earth.” 
Is not my house right with God? Has 
he not made with me an everlasting 
covenant, arranged and secured in 
every part? Will he not bring to frui-
tion my salvation and grant me my 
every desire? But evil men are all to 
be cast aside like thorns, which are 
not gathered with the hand. Whoever 
touches thorns uses a tool of iron or 
the shaft of a spear; they are burned 
up where they lie (2 Sam. 23:2–7).

There is only One who reigns over us in 
righteousness because he has never sinned. 
There is only One who is like the morning 
light at sunrise because of his purity. His 

THE LAST WORDS OF DAVID BY HEATHER KENDALL

name is Jesus. These last words of David 
echo Psalm 72, a prayer of David for Solo-
mon. In it, David also prophesied about 
King Jesus:

He will judge your people in righteous-
ness…. He will endure as long as the 
sun, as long as the moon, through all 
generations. He will be…like showers 
watering the earth…. He will rule 
from sea to sea and from the River to 
the ends of the earth…. All nations 
will be blessed through him, and they 
will call him blessed (Psalm 72:2–17).

This is the One that Abraham waited for, 
the promised Seed of the Garden of Eden 
(Genesis 3:15), the Saviour who would 
take away his sin and restore him to fellow-
ship with God. What a wonderful plan! 
The Saviour would also be our King.

As David was dying, he first looked to 
the coming King and then he turned his 
thoughts toward his own need for salva-
tion. “Is not my house right with God?” (2 
Samuel 23:5). In other words, “Am I not 
ready to die? My sins have been forgiven, 
and I am reconciled to God.” Many years 
before, David had prayed for God to for-
give his sins:

Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me 
your paths; guide me in your truth and 
teach me, for you are God my Saviour, 
and my hope is in you all day long. Re-
member, O Lord, your great mercy and 
love, for they are from of old…. For the 
sake of your name, O Lord, forgive my 
iniquity, though it is great…. Look 
upon my affliction and my distress and 
take away all my sins (Psalm 25:4–18).

David had complete confidence that God 
would provide for his salvation. He asks, 

“Will he not bring to fruition my salvation” 
(2 Samuel 23:5).

David knew that God’s everlasting 
covenant with him was arranged and se-
cure in every part (2 Samuel 23:5). These 
are “the sure mercies of David.” God in-
vites everyone to appropriate these prom-
ises. “Incline your ear, and come unto me: 
hear, and your soul shall live; and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David” (Isaiah 
55:3, kjv). Just as the fulfillment of the 
everlasting covenant with Abraham would 
be Christ (Galatians 3:16), the King prom-

ised in the everlasting covenant with David 
would also be Christ. The Holy Spirit, in 
Acts 13, confirms the fact that the resurrec-
tion of Jesus from the dead is the fulfill-
ment of “the sure mercies of David”: 

The fact that God raised him [Jesus] 
from the dead, never to decay, is stat-
ed in these words: “I will give you the 
holy and sure blessings promised to 
David.” So it is stated elsewhere: “You 
will not let your Holy One see decay” 
(Acts 13:34–35). 

Because of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, “the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to you” (Acts 13:38). Everyone who believes 
is declared righteous in God’s sight.

Isaiah explains how to claim these 
promises: 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call on him while he is near. Let the 
wicked forsake his way and the evil 
man his thoughts. Let him turn to the 
Lord, and he will have mercy on him, 
and to our God, for he will freely par-
don” (Isaiah 55:6–7).

David testified that he had claimed the 
everlasting covenant for himself: 

Praise the Lord O my soul; all my in-
most being, praise his holy name. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul and forget 
not all his benefits—who forgives all 
your sins and heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit 
and crowns you with love and com-
passion (Psalm 103:1–4). 

David’s dying words concluded with re-
membering the fate of evil individuals, those 
who do not accept the salvation offered by 
the coming King. He said that they would 
be cast aside and that they would be 
burned up where they lie (2 Samuel 23:6–7). 
Once again God emphasized two types of 
people—believers and non-believers—
those who accept the salvation offered by 
God and those who do not. 

Heather Kendall is author of A Tale of Two 
Kingdoms (2006) and God’s Unfolding Story 
of Salvation: The Christ-Centered Biblical 
Storyline (2012), the 2013 Word Guild Awards 
winner in the Book—Biblical Studies category. 
See www.tale2k.com.

WALKING IN THE WORD
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BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› Psalm 136 is a liturgical hymn of praise 
and thanksgiving. The soloist sang the first part of each verse while 
the choir joined in at the refrain of each verse, “his love endures 
forever.” Thanksgiving endures for God’s people because it is based 
on God’s eternal covenant love, faithfully fulfilled throughout re-
demptive history. 

Thanksgiving begins by thanking God for who he is. Verses 1–3 
call us to, “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. Give thanks to 
the God of gods. Give thanks to the Lord of lords.” The only God 
who exists and reigns enthroned above receives our thanksgiving 
because “his love endures forever.”

We should also thank God for the great things he has done. 
Verses 4–9 speak of God’s work of creation: “to him who alone 
does great wonders, who by his understanding made the heavens, 
who spread out the earth upon the waters, who made the great 
lights—the sun to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern the 
night.” In the beginning, God made not only time and space but 
you and me to glorify and enjoy him forever because “his love en-
dures forever.” 

God not only created us but, according to verses 10–22, he has 
also redeemed us, “to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt 
and brought Israel out from among them with a mighty hand and 
outstretched arm; to him who divided the Red Sea asunder and 
brought Israel through the midst of it, but swept Pharaoh and his 

army into the Red Sea; to him who 
led his people through the desert, 
who struck down great kings, and 
killed mighty kings—Sihon king of 
the Amorites and Og king of 
Bashan—and gave their land as an 
inheritance, an inheritance to his 
servant Israel.” Just as God delivered 
Old Covenant Israel from their 
bondage in Egypt and conquered 
their foes on the way to the Prom-
ised Land so, in Christ, he delivers 
us from our sin, making us more 
than conquerors and bringing us all 
the way home to heaven because 
“his love endures forever.”

Reversing the order, verses 23–26 
conclude: “to the One who remem-
bered us in our low estate and freed 
us from our enemies, and who gives 
food to every creature. Give thanks 

to the God of heaven.” Tracing the dial from redemption back to 
creation and then into eternity, we are to give thanks to God be-
cause “his love endures forever.”

Sadly our love does not endure forever. Relationships that were 
supposed to last for a lifetime often end leaving broken hearts and 
lives. Even relationships that do last here are eventually separated 
by the icy, cold grip of death. But God’s love endures forever be-
cause he is eternal and faithful to his covenant. Paul unites the 
thanksgiving prayer with the Christmas blessing in 2 Corinthians 
9:15, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.” 

| GUEST column

ENDURING 
THANKSGIVING

Just as God 
delivered Old 
Covenant Israel  
from their bondage 
in Egypt and 
conquered their foes 
on the way to the 
Promised Land so,  
in Christ, he delivers 
us from our sin, 
making us more  
than conquerors  
and bringing us all 
the way home to 
heaven because  
“his love endures 
forever.”

| TEEN beat

REDEEMING  
OUR TIME

BY MARK HUDSON ›› Can you remember what it 
was like in the summer to have so much time to 
yourself that you struggled to find ways to fill it, or 
is it already a vague mist that haunts you with 
memories of woulda, coulda, shoulda? Now that 
the school year is in full swing I have no doubt 

there is some regret about missed opportunities and lost time. 
Having some control over how to use your time is a great privilege 
because so much is spoken for by events well beyond your control.

During the school year, a weekday is chunked into some fairly 
predictable pieces. Let’s allow the official school part to run from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., which includes 
travel there and back, though it 
could run later with after-school 
commitments. Breakfast will only 
get 30 minutes, but dinner can have 
a full hour. If we let you get 8 hours 
sleep and throw in an hour a day to 
decide what to wear, plus basic hy-
giene, you have used up 17.5 of your 
allotted 24. As a former teacher I 
am also going to take away at least 
one hour more for homework! As well, 
let’s assume you have totally un-
reasonable parents who actually ex-
pect you to do stuff around the 
house on a regular basis, like cleaning up your room or looking 
after the siblings or taking the trash to the curb, even in the win-
ter! Committing an hour a day to these “voluntold” activities 
leaves you with about 4.5 personal hours every day to call your 
own. Since music students love to practice scales and set pieces, 
this time falls within these personal hours!

With this schedule set for 5 days a week, you now have about 
22.5 available hours, plus your free time on a weekend. To allow for 
commitments to arts and athletic activities, perhaps it’s fair to add 
in another 10 hours to give you a grand total of 32.5 hours a week 
to do your stuff! So, what are you going to do with all this precious 
time of yours? How do you set your priorities so the most import-
ant things are not forgotten? Routines and schedules are certainly 
helpful for creating important patterns of behaviour, though wing-
ing it remains a favourite approach for many. You will, without fail, 
find a way to spend time with friends, either in person or via the 
cosmic highway. You wouldn’t think of neglecting them because 
they are important to you. 

The Lord gives instruction as to how Christians should view 
their time. He tells us in Ephesians 5:16 to “redeem” it. It’s as if 
time has been taken captive and we’re to buy it back. Time is a pre-
cious commodity that some activities or laziness will illegitimately 
try to steal from us. This theft must be prevented because time has 
been given by God as a gift to use for him. Is it unreasonable for 
God to expect some of this time to be used in prayer and reading 
the Bible, to get to know him better? Is it unfair for him to ask us 
to use some of it for the benefit of his people and the work in his 
kingdom? The time is there, but is the Lord a big enough priority 
in our lives? Remember, the clock is ticking. 

Time is a precious 
commodity that 
some activities  
or laziness will 

illegitimately try to 
steal from us.  

This theft must be 
prevented because 

time has been given 
by God as a gift  

to use for him. 
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P  eter had recently been 
God’s instrument in the 
healing of a lame man at 
the temple (Acts 3:1–8). 
Instead of being highly 
regarded because of this, 
he and John had been ar-

rested and brought before the Jewish coun-
cil—the Sanhedrin. They had been ques-
tioned and, although they were released, 
they had been threatened and strictly 
charged not to preach in the name of Jesus 
(4:18). The apostles knew that these were 
no idle threats; after all, it was not long 
since Jesus had been crucified. What were 
they to do? There was only one thing they 
could do. They returned to their friends, 
the other disciples, reported the situation 
to them and they all prayed. That was the 
natural thing for believers to do. Is that the 
first thing we do when problems arise, or is 
it the last resort?

If you were in that situation, what would 
you have prayed for? The natural thing, of 
course, would have been to pray for safety. 
After all, they had been told by the Lord to 
preach the gospel to everyone and this 
threat posed a risk to their agenda. How-
ever, they prayed for no such thing. Let us 
note the features of their prayer.

1. They reminded themselves of the One 
who was in control of the situation
They addressed God as “sovereign” Lord 
(4:24). That is the word from which we get 

“despot”—one who reigns with absolute 
power. With the dangers they faced, they 
needed such a One on their side. They also 
addressed him as Creator. He who made 
the universe would have no problem tak-
ing care of their situation. It is good to re-
mind ourselves of the power of the One we 
pray to. Too often, we pray as if the last 
thing we expect is that God will answer our 
prayers. But nothing is too hard for him.

2. They reminded themselves of an 
appropriate Scripture 
In their prayer, they quote from Psalm 2. It 
was very suitable for the occasion, as they 
point out in verses 27 and 28. There was a 
conspiracy by Jews, Gentiles, kings and rul-
ers against the Lord and his anointed. But 
when they had done their worst, what did 
they accomplish? “Whatever your [God’s] 
hand and plan had predestined to take 

place.” Isn’t that mar-
vellous? Man’s op-
position to the Lord 
can only bring about 
what God has already 
planned! How en-
couraging to think 
that we are always in 
that situation. How-
ever strong the op-
position, however 
great the difficulties, 
nothing can catch 
God by surprise or 
thwart his purposes.

3. The actual prayer
As we have already 
said, the natural thing would be to pray for 
safety, but instead, they prayed for bold-
ness to continue preaching, and for signs 
and wonders to authenticate their message 
(4:29–30). Why didn’t they pray for safety? 
Because they had been promised persecu-
tion (see Matthew 24:9). It is not wrong to 
pray for safety as long as we add, “if it is your 
will.” Sometimes the Lord sees fit to pre-
serve his servants, but often the outcome is 
persecution, imprisonment or even death. 

In the case of the apostles, the Lord did 
preserve most of them for some time. 
James was put to death quite early and 
eventually, as far as we know, almost all of 
the apostles laid down their lives for the 
Lord. John was not martyred, but he was 
imprisoned, and down through the centur-
ies multitudes have given their lives for the 
Master. In the providence of God this has 
never hindered the spread of the gospel, 
but as has often been quoted, “the blood of 
the martyrs is the seed of the church.”

4. What do we ask for in prayer? 
Usually when we pray for the sick, we ask 
for healing; when we pray about difficult 
circumstances, we ask that things would 
get easier. But we need to learn that God’s 
way is often not the easiest way. Of course, 
it is not wrong to pray that a sick person 
would be healed, but it may be that the 
Lord who has brought the sickness has a 
purpose in the person being laid aside. It is 
always appropriate to pray for healing if it 
is God’s will, but also to pray that the per-
son might benefit from the sickness and 
the time of being laid aside.

Perhaps a believer’s business is in ser-
ious trouble and facing bankruptcy. The 
natural thing is to pray that things might 
turn around and the business once more 
become profitable. But can we be sure 
that is God’s will? Is it possible that the 
brother has become so absorbed with his 
business that he is neglecting his family 
and church, and has grown cold spiritu-
ally. It may be that the Lord will use the 
circumstances to humble and restore 
him; so again, we should pray that the 
Lord would restore the business if it is his 
will. It may be that for the business to fail 
would be the best thing that could hap-
pen. Our God is wise and knows what is 
best for his children.

When we cannot know the will of God 
in a particular situation, we can know that 
all will work together for the good of God’s 
people (Romans 8:28). We know that it is 
God’s will that we remain strong in faith 
through trials, and we can always pray for 
that. We can pray that we will not dishon-
our God by grumbling or bad attitudes.

What about praying for conversions? We 
know that God commands all people every-
where to repent (Acts 17:30), yet we know 
that not all will repent. We can, however, 
pray that people will be brought to see their 
need of repentance. We cannot know who 
the elect are, but we can nevertheless pray 
that God would be glorified through the re-
pentance of sinners. 

May the Lord give us wisdom so that we 
will pray according to his will (1 John 
5:14–15), and may he stir our hearts to pray 
fervently! 

Peter and his friends are great mentors (Acts 4:13–31)  BY ROGER FELLOWS

WHAT DO WE PRAY FOR?
SPOTLIGHT



THE BIG READ

Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by  
the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ:

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God  
and of Jesus our Lord.

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because  
of sinful desire. 

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and 
self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from 
being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind,  
having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 

Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling  
and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.  
For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into  
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1:1–11, esv
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Introduction:  
The priority of a dying pastor
You can tell a lot about what a person values by how they live. All 
of us spend our lives chasing and investing in things that we con-
sider to be worthy pursuits. Money, power and fame consistently 
make the list of things that the unbelieving world esteems as valu-
able. You can also tell a lot about what a person values by how they 
die. In the waning months, weeks and days of life, what things rise 
to the height of their attention? Well, in 2 Peter 1:1–11, we get to 
learn from a man who knows that his time on earth is short. Peter 
writes his second letter under the cloud of his imminent death, 
and in this context we get to see his heart as a pastor. In many re-
spects, what we find in this little letter could be described as “The 
priorities of a dying pastor.” Of all the things that Peter could have 

By Hassan Bell

CULTIVATING 
GODLY 

CHARACTER
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conveyed as he wrote to a bunch of believers scattered across the 
Greco-Roman world, he encourages them to cultivate godliness. 
His desire was that believers would grow in their knowledge of 
God and in their likeness to him. 

1. Cultivating godliness is impossible 
without grace (1:1–4) 
The first thing Peter reminds us is that cultivating godliness is im-
possible without grace. He opens the letter with a pretty standard 
introduction. He tells us who he is and who he’s writing to. He 
describes himself as a servant and an emissary of the resurrected 
King Jesus. Though he is an apostle who represents and speaks for 
Jesus, he is first and foremost a servant. His authority is joined 
with a deep sense of humility which he uses to serve Jesus and his 
people. The first way that he serves his original hearers is by steer-
ing their minds toward the gospel. Even in the introduction, he 
highlights what God has done on their behalf. He refers to them as 

“those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours.” This 
verse reminds these believers that the faith that they possess is, 
first of all, a gift from God. It is something that has been granted to 
them by divine will. As believers, it’s crucial that we remember 
that true saving faith is something that doesn’t originate with us. 

The starting point of all of our thinking about what we do in or-
der to cultivate godliness must be what God has done for us in Jesus. 
Notice the means by which believers have obtained this gift of 
faith: according to verse 1, it has been obtained “by the righteous-
ness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.” What a glorious founda-
tion! God has graciously provided for our salvation by condemning 
his Son in our place on the cross, and giving us the gift of saving 
faith. It’s like the apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2:8–9, “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast” [emphasis mine]. Divine initiative must undergird our 
understanding of both salvation and sanctification. Neither one 
can be produced by the shear willpower of human beings.

The Christian life is primarily and inseparably dependent on 
God. It should come as no surprise then, in verse 2, when Peter 
prays that grace and peace be multiplied in the lives of the these 
Christians. We too, like our brothers and sisters in ages past, need 
a constant supply of grace if we are to have any hope of growing in 
godliness and persevering in the faith. At this point, Peter introdu-
ces something that is both one of the letter’s main themes and a 
keystone to cultivating godliness. Grace and peace are multiplied 
in our lives as believers “through the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.” Peter closes the book on this same note, in chapter 
3:18, where he says, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and 
to the day of eternity. Amen.”

We experience more of God’s grace and his peace as we grow in 
our knowledge of him and his Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. This 
is one of the many things that make the gospel so amazing. We 
never move on from it. Growth in godliness and perseverance in 
the faith happen as we bask in the very thing that saved us in the 
first place. We dwell on the gospel and on the God of the gospel. 
The heartbeat of every truly regenerated person will be to know 
God more. True believers want to press on knowing him, not as a 
means to an end, or out of sheer duty, but because that’s what we 
are created to do. Not only were we created to know God, but 
there’s a sense in which that’s what eternal life is all about. In John 
17:3, Jesus says, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” In order to 
grow in godliness, we need to grow in grace and in order to grow 
in grace, we need to know God more. As we study the Scriptures, 
pray and seek to mutually edify each other as brothers and sisters 
in Christ, our relational and intellectual knowledge of God should 
grow, enabling us to experience more of our Saviour’s grace.

Through his Son Jesus, God has not only atoned for the sins of 
his people, but he’s provided everything we need to live a life of 
godliness. That’s precisely what we see in 2 Peter 1:3: “His divine 
power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godli-
ness.” Peter is relentless in driving home the centrality of grace 
and God’s work on behalf of believers. Let’s suppose you’re a Chris-
tian, and you want to answer the question, “What do I need to 
grow in godliness?” What would you say? Often times, as believers, 
we can fall into the trap of thinking that the key to growing in 
godliness is for our circumstances to change: if only my job or my 
kids weren’t so stressful; if only I didn’t struggle with this particu-
lar temptation. But the reality is, God has stacked the deck in our 
favour. He has given us everything we need to live a life that pleas-
es him, regardless of our circumstances. How gracious is our God! 
By the same power he used to speak the world into existence and 
raise Jesus from the dead, he has set us up to successfully cultivate 
godly character and lead godly lives. If you are a Christian, you 
don’t lack anything you need to grow in godliness. It is absolutely 
crucial that we recognize and believe that.

Apart from God’s power at work in us, we have no hope of doing 
what he commands. We simply cannot cultivate godliness on our 
own. However, those who have come to know Jesus and see him in 
all his goodness, splendour and majesty, are guaranteed to grow in 
godliness. In saying this, I don’t mean to suggest that this growth just 
happens automatically and that we are entirely passive in the pro-
cess (the “let go and let God” approach). As we’ll see, beginning in 
verse 5, we definitely have a role to play in this whole process. 
Growth in godliness is guaranteed in the sense that it is a nonnegoti-
able part of what it means to be a true Christian. A Christian, by 
definition, is someone who has a saving knowledge of Jesus and is 
growing in likeness to him. Notice what Peter says in verse 3 about 
the way in which the power for godliness comes to bear on the lives 
of believers: it happens “through the knowledge of him who called 
us to his own glory and excellence.” As our knowledge our Saviour 
grows and we behold his glory, with “unveiled face” (2 Corinthians 
3:18) we will inevitably be transformed into his image. 

And, as if all these things weren’t enough, God has graciously 
provided his people with what Peter refers to in verse 4 as “pre-
cious and very great promises.” These promises were given “so that 
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature.” As 
believers, we can have assurance that we will be like God. Without 

THE BIG READ

GROWTH IN GODLINESS 
AND PERSEVERANCE  
IN THE FAITH HAPPEN  
AS WE BASK IN THE VERY 
THING THAT SAVED US IN 
THE FIRST PLACE. 
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running too far ahead of myself, I want to challenge you to think 
about how often you dwell on God’s gracious promises…particu-
larly his promise to make you like Jesus. In the run of a week, how 
often do you rehearse that promise? Actively taking God at his 
word in this regard is a huge aid to us in our pursuit of godliness. 
The image of God is being restored in us, and one day it will be 
fully restored…because our God always makes good on his word. 
He is faithful to do what he says he will do and finish the good 
work he has started in each of his people.

Peter is no proponent of sinless perfection on this side of eter-
nity however. He recognizes the “already-but-not-yet” tension of 
the Christian life. Believers still wrestle with indwelling sin, but in 
a very real sense, we have “escaped from the corruption that is in 
the world because of sinful desire.” We are no longer slaves to sin. 
Because of the gospel and our union with Jesus, we have been set 
free from the law of sin and death (Romans 8:2). By God’s grace, 
we have been set free to pursue godliness. We’ve been given a new 
nature and new desires, both of which will inevitably play out in a 
change in the way we live.

2. Cultivating godliness involves 
grace-empowered effort (1:5–8)
So what does cultivating godliness that look like? In verse 5, Peter 
switches gears a bit as he begins to unpack the kind of life God’s 
grace produces. He doesn’t merely tell us that God’s grace is the 
foundation for growth in godliness, he also emphasizes the im-
portance of grace-empowered effort. He says, “For this very rea-
son, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and 
virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-
control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 
love.” Because God has graciously saved us, and he has given us 
everything we need to be godly, we are encouraged to pursue a life 
of godliness. Paul’s exhortation to the believers at Philippi is quite 
similar. He says, “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for 
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure” (Philippians 2:12). The grace of God in the life of a be-
liever is neither a license to sin nor an excuse just to “coast” 
through life. We have to guard against both extremes. Peter says, 

“make every effort.”
It’s impossible to overemphasize how crucial it is that we get the 

order right here. Without the foundation that Peter has laid in the 
preceding verses, our efforts to live a godly life will only lead to 
frustration, and ultimately condemnation. Imagine if your hope of 
being accepted by God rested squarely on your ability to “work your 
fingers to the bone” in an attempt to do what he commands. We 
would always be on a roller coaster of wondering whether or not we 
had done enough. The basis of our assurance would be shot. Praise 
God that he graciously provides what he demands! Growth in godli-
ness is to be our joyful pursuit in response to what God has done.

Peter wrote this letter to believers who were facing sporadic 
bouts of persecution and who were considered to be at odds with 
the surrounding culture because of their allegiance to Jesus. This 
is instructive for us. There is no situation that isn’t suited for pur-
suing godliness. This pursuit doesn’t just take place as we spend 
time with other Christians, listen to the preached Word or study 
the Scriptures. The call to every believer is to always be actively 
pursuing godliness; whether you’re chatting with your agnostic 

neighbour, enjoying a nice vacation, or trying to navigate the sea 
of divergent philosophies and worldviews as a university student. 
No matter where we find ourselves, the Scriptures exhort us to 

“make every effort” to grow in godliness. 
Peter lists of some of the qualities that believers should work at 

cultivating. The list very intentionally begins with “faith.” All of 
the godly characteristics that Peter mentions flow out of faith. It’s 
like the reminder from the writer to the Hebrews: “without faith 
it is impossible to please [God]” (Hebrews 11:6). From this starting 
point, we are to endeavour to grow in godliness. As we continually 
trust our heavenly Father for everything, one of the evidences of 
true saving faith will be a fruitful life of obedience. 

Now, the qualities that Peter mentions don’t have to be pursued 
in any particular order or one at a time. The main objective of 
pursuing these qualities is to reflect well on our heavenly Father. 
So, we seek to grow in virtue/goodness, not as a means of earning 
favour with God, but because he is good and we want to “be imita-
tors of God, as beloved children” (Ephesians 5:1). Along with vir-
tue/goodness, we labour to grow in knowledge. If we’re going to 
live godly lives, we must have an ever increasing knowledge of the 
Lord’s will and his ways. This doesn’t mean that Christians should 
embark on some mystical journey to “find God’s will.” God’s will 
for his people is that we be sanctified. In 1 Thessalonians 4:1–3, 
Paul writes, “Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the 
Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and 
to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 
For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification.” 

So much of the Christian life is about staying rooted and ground-
ed in what we already know and growing in that instead of past that. 
God has ordained very ordinary means to grow his people: the 
Word, fellowship and prayer. Don’t go looking for the “quick fix” or 
the shortcut to godliness. 1 Timothy 4:7 reminds us that we are to 

“train ourselves for godliness.” We can’t forget the fact that we are 
engaged in a war. Aside from being bombarded by a whole host of 

“hollow and deceptive philosophies” (Colossians 2:8, niv), we also 
have to contend with the passions of our own flesh which wage war 
against our souls (1 Peter 2:11). The believers in Peter’s day had seen 
many people who professed allegiance to Jesus get swept away from 
the faith. In order to stand in the midst of the tidal wave of forces 
against us, we desperately need self-control and steadfastness.

The list culminates with a couple of reminders. Peter reminds 
us that all of our efforts at cultivating godliness are “others fo-
cused.” The last three qualities are godliness, brotherly affection 
and love. As we grow in our devotion to God and our love for him, 
our affection and love for our brothers and sisters in Christ will 
grow. True love for God is evidenced by love for his people. We 

TO STAND IN THE MIDST 
OF THE TIDAL WAVE OF 
FORCES AGAINST US,  
WE DESPERATELY NEED  
SELF-CONTROL AND 
STEADFASTNESS.
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don’t cultivate godliness in isolation from others in the Body. Peter 
also reminds us that growing in these qualities is evidence that we 
are, in fact, believers. As you examine your life, do you see these 
qualities? Do they spring from a foundation of faith in Jesus? Are 
they growing? Slowly…maybe, but surely. If so, take heart!

3. Cultivating godliness is not  
optional for genuine believers! (1:9–11)
Peter makes it abundantly clear that growing in these qualities is 
not reserved for a select few or the “cream of the crop” Christians. 
Real Christians cultivate godliness. Verse 9 says, “For whoever lacks 
these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten 
that he was cleansed from his former sins.” Commentators are of 
differing opinions as to the meaning of this verse. Some suggest that 
Peter has genuine believers in mind—people who truly know Jesus 
Christ, but who are perhaps misled for a season and struggle to bear 
fruit. It seems to me that this verse is referring to unbelievers who 
professed to know Jesus, were perhaps even baptized, and now 
show little or no evidence of godliness in their lives. Later, in 
chapter 2, Peter speaks about false teachers, and he does so using 
language that sounds like he’s describing believers. For example, in 
2 Peter 2:1, he says, “But false prophets also arose among the people, 
just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought 
them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.” These false 
teachers are described as “denying the Master who bought them.”

Douglas Moo, in commenting on verse 9, writes, 

As Peter will make even more clear in 2:20–22, these fake 
Christians are people who at least claim to have had their sins 
forgiven by Christ, but who are not now living as if that makes 
any difference to them. Such is the danger that may await 
those of his readers who fail to grow in Christian virtues, for 
there is no standing still in the Christian life—one is either 
moving ahead or falling behind. 

Cultivating godliness is not optional for genuine believers! Some of 
the believers in Peter’s day were being seduced by false teachers 
who put a low premium on godly living. Many of us may be in 
churches where this kind of teaching would immediately be 
snuffed out and rejected, but there are other temptations that can 
subtly undermine godly living. Believers may be tempted to toe 
the line between godliness and gratifying sinful desires. We want 
to know what we can “get away with” and still follow Jesus. Broth-
ers and sisters, instead of seeing how close we can get to “the edge,” 
we should see how close we can get to the Saviour. We should not 
only pursue godliness, but we should prefer it! If you don’t pursue 
godliness, at the very least, it’s because you don’t understand the 
life-transforming power of the gospel and, at the very worst, you 
haven’t experienced it. People who have really experienced for-
giveness of sins will live lives of obedience from the heart.

After outlining a bit of a warning, regarding the failure to culti-
vate godliness, Peter closes this section with one more encourage-
ment and some glorious promises. He lets us know that a failure to 
grow in godliness is a huge “red flag” in terms of a person’s rela-
tionship to Jesus and his kingdom. What Peter says is meant to 
serve as an encouragement and a source of assurance for believers. 
Pursuing godliness is hard work, yes, but it is work that is rooted 
in grace and that has huge implications! Verse 10 says, “Therefore, 
brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and elec-

tion, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.” You 
can’t tell whether or not a person is chosen and elected by God just 
by looking at them, but you can tell by how they respond to the gos-
pel. In 1 Thessalonians 1:4–5, Paul says, “For we know, brothers 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to 
you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction.” God’s calling comes first… then we respond. 
We respond to the gospel with repentance and faith. Then, even 
after initially responding to the gospel, believers are constantly re-
sponding in obedience to God. We always live in light of the gospel. 

This kind of everyday, practical obedience to God’s commands 
that springs from the gospel is a source of affirmation that we are, 
in fact, called and elected by God. As 1 John 2:3 says, “By this we 
know that we have come to know him, if we keep his command-
ments.” It can also serve as an incredible encouragement. If your 
life is marked by a pattern of growth in godliness, Peter says, you 

“will never fall” (2 Peter 1:10). You may stumble in many ways, and 
even experience seasons of wandering, but you will never ultim-
ately fall away from the faith because you truly belong “to him who 
is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 
before the presence of his glory with great joy” (Jude 24).

The stakes are high! Cultivating godliness is no light matter, but 
by his grace the end result is sure. “For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified” 
(Romans 8:29–30). As believers we’re to take great pains to con-
firm what God has accomplished and is accomplishing in us by his 
grace. Sometimes I wonder if we make things unnecessarily com-
plicated in our pursuit of godliness. At the risk of oversimplifying 
things, I think the Scriptures in general, and 2 Peter 1:1–11 in par-
ticular, call us to a few very basic things: To grow in our knowledge 
of Jesus and the gospel, to remember God’s great and precious 
promises and to not grow weary in doing good (Galatians 6:9). If 
we stick to these things, we have this great promise to hold on to: 

“For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” The 
saying goes, “The road to hell is paved with good intentions.” Well, 
the road to heaven is paved with grace—grace that leads to godly 
living. Brothers and sisters, let’s strive to live lives that show off the 
fact that we value Jesus as our greatest treasure. In response to 
what our great God has done on our behalf, let’s make every effort 
to cultivate godliness, to the praise of his glorious grace. 

Raised in Texas, Hassan Bell is now associate pastor of Thistletown 
Baptist Church in Etobicoke, ON.

THE BIG READ

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, 
INSTEAD OF SEEING HOW 
CLOSE WE CAN GET TO  
“THE EDGE,” WE SHOULD 
SEE HOW CLOSE WE CAN 
GET TO THE SAVIOUR. 
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 Some years ago now, some-
one asked me, “Where 
are the dead in Christ 
now?” It has taken several 
years for me to formulate 
an answer, but a careful 
study of Scripture has led 
to the conclusion that the 

answer to that perplexing question also 
leads to answering many other associated 
biblical issues. It is all a question of time! 

A biblical understanding of “time” may 
also be the key to resolving many other div-
isive doctrines such as the various millen-
nial interpretations, or the more difficult 

concept of long or short time creation. 
The thesis that I would present is this: 

Time (as we know it) is a function  
of this creation alone.

This thesis is not an attempt to develop 
any new doctrine. My methodology is 
merely to marshall relevant Scripture into 
an orderly pattern to illustrate the viability 
of the thesis. Search the Scripture for your-
selves, believe what you find. However, in 
this thought I have found peace and the 
answers to many of the questions I come 
across in the Scriptures. 

Nor is this thesis anything new. Nearly 
100 years ago, the hymnist J.M. Black 
penned the line, “When the trumpet of the 
Lord shall sound, and time shall be no more.” 
In this, he expressed this same concept.

 God is not subject to time, nor will we 
be when we go to be with our Lord. Our 
spirits will be outside time, as is Christ, 
with God. In heaven, such expressions as 
day, eternity or 10,000 years will be mean-
ingless concepts, as will yesterday, today 
or tomorrow.

We say that God is omnipotent (all 
powerful), omniscient (all knowing) omni-
present (everywhere at once) and omnific 

BIBLE THEMES

By Ken Anderson

a question of time
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(all creating). There is one other aspect of 
God’s being I would add: omnitranscient 
(outside time). 

Christ chose to set aside most of these 
aspects of his Godhood when he gave 
himself to be manifest as a man to save 
humankind. Being born as a baby de-
manded that Christ make himself subject 
(most of the time) to the laws of creation, 
as we are. That he retained some author-
ity and power over his creation is wit-
nessed by his miracles, his teaching and 
some aspects of his life. One of those laws 
of creation is time. 

Time, as I understand it, was a compon-
ent of creation, created by God on day four, 
as recorded in Genesis 1:14–19. Although 
the reference is to the sun and moon, the 
impact of their creation is to establish sea-
sons, days and years, minutes and seconds 
etc.—in other words, “time.” So God’s cre-
ation was then subject to time, and so was 
everything created following the fourth 
day—but not the heavenlies.

God himself, and everything associated 
with heaven and holy places, is not subject 
to time. That is the main thrust of Exodus 
3. When Moses saw the bush that burned 
and was not consumed (3:2), a place de-
clared to be “holy ground,” it may be con-
cluded that the bush was not consumed, 
because, being holy ground, it was outside 
the bounds of time. 

Then, later (verses 13–14) when Moses 
asked for God’s name, God’s answer was, “I 
am.” God has no beginning, past, present, 
future or end. He is. In verse 15, God says 
that he is the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, and the God of Moses—a time span 
of over 400 earth years; and, in verse 15, 
God says “This is my name forever—I am.” 
In the book of Revelation (1:8; 22:13) Jesus 
Christ is again identified as ““I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End, …who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty.”

In Hebrews 6:20 and 7:3, Christ, our 
“High Priest forever,” is compared to Mel-
chizedek, “having neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life,” but “made like the 
Son of God.”

In Matthew 17:1–13 and Luke 9:28–36, 
we find the story of Christ’s transfiguration. 
In Luke 9:30, it states that the disciples 

“saw Jesus talking with Moses and Elijah”—
men from three generations, 2,000 years 
apart. They spoke of Christ’s departure, 
which was forthcoming (Luke 9:31). Moses 
and Elijah were clearly living in some other 
realm, unbounded by time, yet they under-
stood and could discuss things yet to come, 
in earth time. If Moses and Elijah were in 

same verse describes the great gulf 
that separates the saved from the lost—
this is a gulf, not of time, but of space.

› Philippians 1:23: Paul’s desire was “to 
depart and be with Christ, which is far 
better.”

› 2 Corinthians 4–5: Paul attempts to 
console and encourage believers con-
cerning death. His conclusion in 5:8 is 
that he is “confident, yes, well pleased 
rather, to be absent from the body and 
to be present with the Lord.”

› Revelation 1:18: Christ is described as 
“I am he who lives, and was dead, and 
behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.”

› 2 Peter 3:8: Peter explains, “With the 
Lord, one day is as 1,000 years, and 
1,000 years is as one day.” In context, it 
refers to the apparent delay in the 
second coming, but to me it explains 
much more. It confirms that in God, 
time is meaningless. Since time is a cre-
ation of God, it is only applicable to 
humankind while men and women are 
physically present within God’s creation. 

› 1 John 3:2: “Now we are children of 
God; and it has not yet been revealed 
what we shall be, but we know that 
when he is revealed, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is.” God 
is outside of time. Christ is God. We 
shall be like him. Therefore, when we 
die we shall put off the bounds of time 
and be with him, eternally, in paradise.

Where are the “dead in Christ”? How 
long is eternity ? Does eternity stretch only 
forward, or does it also stretch backward? 
If we believe that when we die we throw 
off the shackles of time along with the 
frailty of our human body, these questions 
no longer perplex us. 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, Paul has very 
specific encouragement for those who have 

“hope in Christ,” and we are to comfort one 
another with those words.

While we are alive on this earth, we 
must endure the limitations of time, but 
when we die we are immediately joined 
with that great multitude of the redeemed 
who are “dead in Christ,” always together 
with Christ. 

LCol (Retired) Ken Anderson served for 
forty-one years with the Canadian Forces. 
He is a member of Grace Baptist Church of 
Ottawa, ON.

the spirit, unbounded by time, should we 
not look forward to the same? 

 In Matthew 17:11–12, Jesus speaks of Eli-
jah as truly coming, but has already come.

 In Luke 23:42–43, the thief on the cross 
was promised, “Today you shall be with me 
in paradise,” yet it was on three days later 
that Christ said to the women at the empty 
tomb, that he “had not yet ascended to the 
Father” (John 20:17). And it was eight days 
later that Christ appeared to Thomas (John 
20:26) and forty days later that Christ was 
seen ascending to heaven (Acts 1:3). 
Where was the spirit of the thief during 

those forty days? He was dead, yet alive 
with Christ. His spirit was no longer sub-
ject to earthly time. He was with Moses 
and Elijah. Yes, and with Christ, although 
the manifest Christ was still subject to 
earthly time. Should we not look forward 
to the same?

There are many other biblical refer-
ences that both support and could be 
explained by this thesis. I will merely 
mention some of them without specific 
reference or comment:

› Luke 16:23–24: the beggar Lazarus 
was “carried to Abraham’s bosom.” The 
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“He was taken from prison and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his gen-
eration? for he was cut off out of the land 
of the living: for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken” (Isaiah 53:8).

 C
hristians should not stumble be-
cause there are difficulties with 
the prophetic parts of the Scrip-
tures and because translators and 
expositors sometimes explain them 
differently. Whatever directly re-
lates to our faith, practice and 

comfort, may be plainly understood from 
innumerable passages, in which all the ver-
sions and all sober expositors agree….

The grand evidence to a humble mind 
that the Bible was originally given by in-
spiration of God, and that the version of it 
that by his good providence we hold in our 
hands, is authentic, is the effect it has upon 
the heart and conscience when enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit. And without this 
internal, experimental evidence, the learn-
ed are no less at a loss than the plain.

An acquaintance with the Hebrew might 
suggest a meaning in this verse that may 
not readily occur to an English reader, but 
the intent of it is plainly expressed in many 
other passages. The text is not merely a 
repetition of what was spoken before con-
cerning the Redeemer’s sufferings; rather, 
the declaration of what was to follow them 
begins here. It is the opening of a bright 
and glorious subject. “He was taken up”—
like Enoch and Elijah—from prison, and 
from judgment, and who can declare his 
generation? or, as the word properly signi-
fies, his age? Who can declare his state, the 
establishment and duration of his dignity, 
influence and government? For though he 
was cut off from among men, it was not 
upon his own account, but “for the trans-
gression of my people was he stricken.”

“God was manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim-
othy 3:16) and, in the flesh, he suffered as 
a criminal. Undoubtedly the divine nature 
is incapable of suffering; but the human 
nature, which did suffer, was taken on by 
him “who is over all, God, blessed for ever” 
(Romans 9:5). But Jesus was justified in 
the Spirit; and sufficient care was taken, 
that in his lowest humiliation, though he 
was condemned and reviled, his character 
should be vindicated. I shall, therefore, 
consider, the testimonies given to his in-
nocence. Though he was cut off out of the 
land of the living, it was only as a substi-

washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, I am innocent of the blood of this 
just person” (Matthew 27:24). Pilate la-
boured for Jesus’ release, though the fear 
of man prevailed upon him at last—as it 
has upon many—to act in defiance to the 
light and conviction of his conscience. 
And, from Pilate we learn that Herod, not-
withstanding his mocking of Jesus, con-
sidered the accusations of his enemies to 
be entirely groundless (Luke 23:15). Also, 
when the Jews proposed an alteration of 
the title affixed to his cross that might 
imply that the claims Jesus had made were 
unjust and criminal, Pilate utterly refused 
to comply with their demand.

3. THE THIEF’S TESTIMONY
The thief on the cross, with his dying 
breath, said, “This man hath done nothing 
amiss” (Luke 23:41). If his competency as a 
witness should be disputed because it is 
probable he had known but little of Jesus, I 
admit the objection. Be it so that this crim-
inal had little personal knowledge of our 
Lord, then his opinion of Jesus’ innocence 
must have been based upon public report. 
Therefore, it seems he spoke not for him-
self only but his words may be taken as a 
proof that the people at large—though they 
suffered themselves to be influenced by the 
chief priests to demand his death, and to 
prefer Barabbas, a robber and a murderer, 
to him—were generally conscious that 
Jesus had done nothing amiss. Many of 
those who now said, “Crucify him, crucify 
him,” had not long before welcomed Jesus 
with acclamations of praise, saying, “Ho-
sanna to the Son of David.” This inconsist-
ence and inconstancy is not altogether sur-
prising to those who are well acquainted 
with the weakness and wickedness of hu-
man nature….

4. THE FATHER’S TESTIMONY
Though the salvation of men and the hon-
our of the law of God required that when 
Jesus undertook to make an atonement for 
our sins, he should be thus given up to the 
rage and cruelty of his enemies, suffer all 
the infamy due to the worst and vilest 
transgressors and be deserted by God and 
man, yet his Heavenly Father bore a signal 
and solemn testimony to his character. 
The frame of nature sympathized with her 
suffering Lord. The heavens were clothed 
with sackcloth; the sun withdrew his shin-
ing; the sanctuary was laid open, by the 

tute for others. He was stricken for the 
transgression of his people.

1. THE TESTIMONY OF JUDAS
The first testimony, and which of itself is 
fully sufficient to establish this point, is that 
of Judas. He was one of Jesus’ twelve apos-
tles and was admitted to a nearer and more 
frequent intercourse with him than the rest 
of his followers. Though our Lord knew that 
Judas’ heart was corrupt, and that he would 
prove a traitor, Jesus does not appear to 
have treated him with peculiar reserve or to 
have kept him more at a distance than the 
other apostles. For, when Jesus told them, 

“One of you shall betray me,” they had no 
particular suspicion of Judas. 

Judas, therefore, was well acquainted 
with the private hours of his Master’s life. 
He had often been with Jesus in Gethsem-
ane before he went to betray him to his 
enemies. When Judas had acted this 
treacherous part, if he, who had been fre-
quently present when Jesus conversed 
most freely in private with his select fol-
lowers, had known anything amiss in Jesus’ 
conduct, we may be sure he would gladly 
have disclosed it for his own justification.

Christian societies have usually been re-
viled and slandered by those who have 
apostatized from them. Their mistakes, if 
they were justly chargeable with any, have 
been eagerly published and exaggerated 
and many things often laid to their charge 
that were unfounded. But Judas, on the 
contrary, was compelled by his conscience 
to return his ill-gotten gain to the chief 
priests and elders and to confess, “I have 
sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent 
blood” (Matthew 27:4). Considering the 
time of making this declaration, when he 
saw that he was already condemned, and 
the persons to whom he made it, even to 
those who had condemned Jesus, it cannot 
be denied that he was an unsuspected and 
competent witness to the innocence of 
Jesus. And the answer of the chief priests 
implied that though their malice could be 
satisfied with nothing less than the death 
of this innocent person, they were unable 
to contradict the traitor’s testimony.

2. PILATE’S TESTIMONY
Though Pilate, likewise, condemned Jesus 
to death to gratify the imploring of the 
Jews, he repeatedly declared his firm per-
suasion of his innocence. And he did it 
with great solemnity: “he took water, and 

VOICES FROM THE PAST

THE INNOCENCE OF JESUS BY JOHN NEWTON
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rending of the veil of the temple from the 
top to the bottom; the earth trembled 
greatly; the rocks were rent; the graves 
opened; and the dead arose. These events, 
in connection with what had passed before, 
extorted an acknowledgement of his inno-
cence from the Roman centurion who was 
appointed to attend his execution.

Thus it appears that Judas who betrayed 
him; the Jewish council, which could not 
find sufficient ground to pass sentence 
upon him; Herod who derided him; Pilate 
who condemned him; the criminal who 
suffered with him; and the commander of 
the soldiers who crucified him, all com-
bined in a declaration of his innocence: 
God himself confirming their word by 
signs and wonders in heaven and on earth.

It may seem quite unnecessary to prove 
the innocence of Jesus, who in his human 
nature was absolutely perfect and in whom 
the presence and fulness of God dwelt. 
And it is, indeed, unnecessary to those who 
believe in his name. It is, however, a pleas-
ing contemplation to them and has an im-
portant influence upon their faith and 
hope. In this they triumph, that “he hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

The High Priest of our profession need-
ed not, as those who typified his office of 
old, “to offer up sacrifice, first for his own 
sins, and then for the people’s” (Hebrews 
7:27) for he was perfectly holy, harmless 
and undefiled. And had he not been a lamb 
without spot or blemish, he could not have 
been accepted on our behalf. It was the 
perfection of his voluntary obedience to 
the law of our nature, under which he sub-
mitted to be made, which, joined with the 
excellence of his character as the Son of 
God, made him qualified, able and worthy 
to expiate our transgressions. By the “one 
offering”—of himself—he has made an 
end of sin, brought in an everlasting right-
eousness and, having appeared with his 
own blood within the veil in the presence 
of God for us, ever lives to make interces-
sion for all who come unto God by him. In 
him “ shall all the seed of Israel be justified, 
and shall glory” (Isaiah 45:25). In him, the 
true Israel, the partakers of the faith of 
Abraham shall be saved, saved to the utter-
most, saved “with an everlasting salvation: 
ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded 
world without end” (Isaiah 45:17).

But who that knows these things can suf-
ficiently sympathize with the fatal effects of 
that unbelief, which blinds and hardens the 
hearts of multitudes—especially that more 
learned and informed, and, therefore more 

21)—who in those days were chiefly bond-
servants or slaves. Peter, therefore, evidently 
supposes that the knowledge of the gospel 
was sufficient to qualify people in the low-
est situations of human life with a fortitude 
and magnanimity of spirit of which philoso-
phy could scarcely reach the conception. In 
effect, to be much taken up with the inter-
ests of self, to live upon the breath of others, 
to be full of resentment for every injury and 
watchful to retaliate it, these are the proper-
ties and tokens of a little and narrow mind. 
It requires no energy, no sacrifice, no reso-
lution, to acquire such a disposition for it is 
natural to us, and powerful and habitual in 
the weakest and least respectable charac-
ters. But to act uniformly as the servants of 
God, satisfied with his approval, under the 
regulation of his will and, for his sake, to 
cheerfully bear whatever hardships obedi-
ence to duty may expose us to, enduring 
grief, suffering wrongfully and acting in the 
spirit of benevolence and meekness, not 
only to the good, but also to the difficult—
this indicates a true nobleness of soul. And 
to this we are called by our profession for 
this is how Christ suffered. 

He suffered, though innocent, but he did 
not threaten. Though crucified by wicked 
men, he prayed for them while they were 
nailing him to the cross. This was an emi-
nent branch of the mind that was in Christ, 
and it ought to be a distinguishing feature in 
the character of his people. For is the dis-
ciple above his Lord? Or should the conduct 
of the disciple contradict that of his Lord? 
Undoubtedly, so far as we are partakers in 
the doctrine of his sufferings and have real 
fellowship with him in his death, we shall 
resemble him. “He that saith he abideth in 
him ought himself also so to walk, even as 
he walked” (1 John 2:6). But they who call-
ing themselves Christians are full of the 
spirit of self-justification, contention and 
complaint while they profess to believe in 
him, deny him by their works. 

The apostles, Peter and John, deeply af-
fected by their obligations to him, and by 
the exquisite pattern of meekness and ten-
derness which he had set before them, de-
parted from the presence of the council, 
not swelling with anger, nor hanging down 
their heads with grief, but “ rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name” (Acts 5:41). And he deserves 
no less from us than he did from them. It 
was for us, no less than for them, that Jesus 
endured reproach and was content to die 
as a criminal though he was innocent. 

Edited JPV (John Newton, Messiah, vol. 1, 
Sermon 26: “Messiah’s Innocence Vindicated”).

inexcusable unbelief, which characterizes 
the modern patrons of skepticism. They 
read and admire ancient history. There is 
no old story so frivolous or improbable but 
it is sufficient to engage their attention and 
to exercise their acumen. They spare no 
pains, they perplex themselves and weary 
their readers with their attempts to de-
cipher an ancient inscription, or to fix the 
date or reconcile the circumstances of a 
supposed event, which after all, perhaps, 
never took place but in the imagination of 
the writer. Their implicit deference to un-
certain authorities often verges on the bor-
der of extreme credulity. 

The Bible is also an ancient history, and 
if it was only received on the footing of the 
rest—as merely a human composition—
the facts which it relates and the manner 
in which they are related, the admirable 
simplicity of narration in some parts, the 
unrivalled beauty of description in others; 
the justness and discrimination of charac-
ters; the views it unfolds of the workings of 
the human heart so exactly like our experi-
ence and observation, might surely recom-
mend it to their notice. And possibly, if it 
did claim no higher authority than a hu-
man author, those who have any just pre-
tensions to taste would admire it no less 
than they now undervalue it. But because 
it does not flatter their pride, nor indulge 
their corrupt propensities, they are afraid 
to study it lest the internal marks of its div-
ine source should force unwelcome convic-
tions upon their minds. Therefore, they 
remain willingly ignorant of its contents, 
or the knowledge they discover of it is so 
superficial that a well-instructed child of 
ten years of age may smile at the mistakes 
of critics and philosophers. 

That such a book exists is undeniable. 
How can they account for its production? 
A view of what they have actually done will 
warrant us to assert that the wisest men of 
antiquity neither would have written such 
a book if they could; nor were they able, 
had they been ever so willing. And yet we 
have as good evidence as we have for any 
fact recorded in history that the New Tes-
tament was written by plain and unlearn-
ed men. How could such men invent such 
a book? And how could they, without 
seeming directly to design it, represent 
that people of such various characters who 
concurred in putting Jesus to death should 
all equally concur in establishing the testi-
mony of his innocence! 

True Christians, when they suffer unjust-
ly, may learn, from the example of their 
Lord, to suffer patiently. The apostle presses 
this argument upon servants (1 Peter 2:18–

VOICES FROM THE PAST
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T  he Bible uses many illus-
trations of the Christian 
life. There are pictures 
of warfare, of employ-
ment, of the family. 
There are also a number 
of athletic illustrations, 

and in Hebrews 12 the author uses the 
picture of a race.

The readers were quite familiar with the 
Greek games. There are a number of well 
preserved stadia in the near east and, as 
you look at the photographs, it is not hard 
to visualize the spectators row upon row as 
they gathered to watch the competition. 
As the athletes competed in their races, 
some were crowned as victors; the others, 
at least, had the satisfaction of knowing 
they had competed well. Then they would 
take their places in the stands to watch 
others compete. 

In Hebrews 11 we read of many of the 
Old Testament heroes of faith. They had 
completed their course and, in the mind of 
the author, had taken their seats as specta-
tors. “Now, it’s your turn to run,” he is in 
effect saying. It is not hard to project that 
thought 2,000 years into the future and 
say, “Now it’s our turn.”

As followers of Christ, we are in the 
Christian race. What kind of race is it? Cer-
tainly not a sprint. It is an endurance race. 
It is to be run with perseverance. In my 
running days I was a sprinter, and a mara-
thon always seemed far too long for me. 
But our race is longer still. It is a lifelong 
race, though it doesn’t start at birth, but at 
conversion. It is the Lord who starts us on 
this race. He is the author, or the starter. 
How are we to run? There are two very 
simple principles in these verses. Nega-
tively, we are to throw off everything that 
hinders; and, positively, we are to run with 
our eyes fixed on Jesus. Let’s look at these 
two things.

Throw off all hindrances
When warming up, an athlete may wear a 
jogging suit, but when it comes to the big 
event, he sheds everything that may hin-
der his movements or cause wind resist-
ance. As Christians, we are to throw off 
everything that hinders. Of course, sin hin-
ders us. It slows our spiritual growth; it 
mars our fellowship with God; it lessens 
our usefulness. There may be one sin in 

particular that hinders us. It needs to be 
put away, laid aside. Some sins may be 
dealt with once and for all. If I have lived 
as a thief, surely that should cease immedi-
ately, but other things such as pride, a bit-
ter spirit, anger or lustful thoughts, will 
probably trouble us all our life, but we 
have to work at it. We are to throw off 

“everything” that hinders. Paul speaks 
about “putting to death” our sins (Romans 
8:13). Jesus speaks about plucking out eyes 
and cutting off hands (Matthew 5:29–30). 
This is not to be taken literally, but it shows 
that putting away sin is serious business.

Sometimes, things that are not sinful of 
themselves can be a hindrance. I am a bird 
watcher. It is wonderful to enjoy God’s cre-
ation in this way. However, if I spent eight 
hours every day watching birds to the neg-
lect of my wife and church, that would be 
wrong. May God give us grace to put off 
every hindrance.

Fix your eyes on Jesus
Note that we are to run with perseverance. 
There is to be no dropping out. Sometimes, 
in a long race, there is that temptation. 
Although I normally raced over short dis-
tances, I ran a few cross-country races to 
build up stamina. I remember one race 
when I started out too fast and less than 
halfway through I was exhausted and would 
have given anything to drop out. However, 
it was a team race. Every school needed 
eight to finish and our school only had 
eight runners. I couldn’t drop out. In the 
Christian life we may sometimes feel like 
giving up, but we can’t; we must keep going. 

The only way to keep on is by looking to 
Jesus. He is set before us in several roles. He 
is the starter—he gets us going in this race 

as his love and grace draw us to trust in him. 
He is also the pacemaker. In some races 
there is a “designated rabbit,’ that is a run-
ner who is good but not good enough to win 
the race. His job is to set a fast pace for most 
of the race. He then drops out leaving the 
rest to fight it out to the finish. What a bless-
ing that our Pacemaker never drops out. He 
is always there ahead of us, setting the pace: 
we must fix our eyes on him.

What does that mean in practical terms? 
Should we buy a picture of Jesus and put it 
on our livingroom wall? That is not likely 
to help. Of course, we don’t know what he 
looked like. What a good thing cameras 
weren’t invented then! No, we must con-
sider him where he is found, and that is in 
Scripture. We need to read about him, es-
pecially in the Gospels. It is significant that 
nearly half the New Testament consists of 
biographies of our Saviour. We need to fix 
our eyes on him there, because he is the 
only one who ever ran a perfect race. Con-
sider his character—the perfection of his 
life, his grace, his compassion, his healing 
ministry. But also his boldness in confront-
ing sin and hypocrisy. Listen to his teach-
ing, whether in longer discourses or in 
brief statements, always filled with wis-
dom. Observe the holiness and purity of 
his life. The more we consider him, the 
more we shall be like him.

The Christian life is not easy. There are 
many rich blessings, but there are also 
many challenges and trials. By God’s grace 
we shall endure to the end, and he who is 
our starter will also be there at the finish-
ing line to welcome us home.

Have you started this race? Have you 
trusted in Jesus? If not you had better do so 
and get “on your marks.” 

Putting off and putting on (Hebrews 12:1–3)  BY ROGER FELLOWS

RUNNING THE RACE
SPOTLIGHT
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BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› When we think of 
the beginnings of the Reformation, the name of 
Martin Luther (1483–1546) is usually one of the 
first, if not the first, to spring to mind. His discovery 
of justification by faith and his determination to live 
under the Word of God are justifiably well known. 

At the very time that Luther was coming to the convictions that 
would characterize the Reformation—sola fide and sola gratia and 
solus Christus—there was also a circle of French evangelicals 
whose views were moving in the same direction. In time, the bib-
lical perspectives and preaching of these men would flower into 
what we call the French Reformation and produce a remarkable 
body of believers known to history as the Huguenots. In this new 
series, we will follow the story of the French Reformation and 
these Huguenot churches through to the eighteenth century; and 
in doing so we shall be reminded of one of the great stories of 
church history—a story of revival and reform, remarkable leaders 
and faithful people, gospel triumphs and horrifying reverses, of 
divine glory and tragedy.

A reformer before the Reformation
Our story begins with Jacques Lefèvre d’Étaples (c.1455–1536), 
whose name was renowned for learning during the early six-
teenth century. A true turning-point in his career came in 1509 
when he published his commen-
tary on the Psalms, in which he 
decisively rejected an allegorical 
rendering of the Psalms. Allegor-
ization in the hands of medieval 
commentators had made Scrip-
ture little better than a wax nose: 
all kinds of things were found in 
the Word of God, inserted there 
by the imagination of the 
preacher and interpreter. Instead, 
Lefèvre sought to read the Psalms 
literally, which, he said, “is the 
intention of the Holy Spirit and 
of the mind of the [author].” As 
he did so, he was led again and 
again to the New Testament comments on the Psalms, which 
made him realize that at the heart of the Psalms was Christ. For 
Lefèvre, a literal reading of the Psalms was a Christ-centred read-
ing of this Old Testament text. It is noteworthy that in 1885, a 
copy of Lefèvre’s commentary on the Psalms, which had once 
been owned by Martin Luther, was found in a library in Dresden. 
It had been carefully annotated by Luther, and undoubtedly in-
fluenced the German reformer.

In 1512, Lefèvre produced his literary masterpiece, his commen-
tary on the letters of the Apostle Paul, in which Lefèvre’s love for 
the Scriptures was very evident. This is so much the case that we 
can talk about Lefèvre’s affirmation of sola scriptura, even before 
Luther made this belief his own.

Lefèvre’s circle of reformers
Probably the most significant aspect of Lefèvre’s ministry, as far as 
the Reformation is concerned, is the circle of men who gathered 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on early french evangelicals

LEFÈVRE D’ÉTAPLES: A PRE-REFORMATION REFORMER

around him in the 1530s at Meaux, some twenty miles to the east 
of Paris. Among those who gathered around Lefèvre was Guil-
laume Farel (1489–1565), later one of John Calvin’s closest friends 
and co-workers, a man who would play a key role in the French 
Reformation, as we shall see.

The bishop of Meaux was Guillaume Briçonnet, a friend and 
former pupil of Lefèvre, who was then living in Paris. In early 
1521, Briçonnet invited Lefèvre to leave Paris in order to help him 
in reforming the diocese of Meaux. Lefèvre was inclined to ac-
cept the invitation, since he was being increasingly attacked by 
some of the theologians at the Sorbonne, the oldest university in 
France. They accused Lefèvre of being “a disciple of…Wycliffe 
and…other heretics,” as well as being the teacher of a heretic, 
namely, Luther (a charge made by Noël Bédier, a leading theolo-
gian at the Sorbonne). In 1525, Lefèvre’s translation of the New 
Testament was burned in Paris, and it became obvious that being 
associated with Lefèvre and the new ideas of the Reformation 
involved a call to faith, to the death of self and its ambitions, and 
even to martyrdom. 

Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin is a historian, author and professor of church 
history and biblical spirituality at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He is also the director of the Andrew 
Fuller Center for Baptist Studies at SBTS.
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Jacques Lefèvre d’Étaples (c.1455–1536)
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

THE GOD WHO IS THERE
Finding your place in God’s story
BY D.A. CARSON
Baker Books (2010), 240 pgs
ISBN 978-0801013720

Written for those who have lit-
tle knowledge of the Bible, Dr. 
Carson outlines the “story” 
line of the Bible—that is, the 
unfolding purpose of God in 
the salvation of “the many” af-
ter the Fall. There are two sur-
prises in the book itself. For 
those who read their Bible 
regularly, and sit under good 
preaching, you are surprised at 
how much you do know con-
cerning the plotline of the 
Bible. Then, you will be sur-
prised at how much you missed. 
Carson is a gifted instructor, 
not infallible, certainly, but 
faithful to the text, with lively 
illustrations relevant to today’s 
society. He traverses the moun-
taintops of God’s Word, giving 
the plan of God as it unfolds 
from Genesis to Revelation. 
Christ is clearly seen in all his 
glory as both “Lamb” and 

“Lion,” the centrepiece of all of 
God’s revelation to humankind

In chapter ten, Carson shows 
the delicious irony of Matthew’s 
gospel in regard to the crucifix-
ion. He speaks of “the ironies of 
the cross”: the man who is 
mocked as King is King; the 
man who is utterly powerless is 
transcendently powerful; the man 
who can’t save himself saves 
others; and the man who cries 
out in despair trusts God.

This is a great book to read, 
and a greater book to give to 

those who are trying to learn 
the biblical message without 
getting lost in the trees before 
seeing the forest.—BRIAN ROBINSON

THE INCOMPARABLE 
CHRIST
BY JOHN STOTT
IVP (2004), 264 pgs
ISBN 978-0830832224

Christians need to study Christ. 
This book by John Stott would 
be a great blessing to all who 
undertake to refresh their bib-
lical understanding of Jesus. 
Stott begins by looking at the 

“Original Jesus” as described by 
the Gospel writers, by Paul and 
other Jewish/Christian authors. 
Here Stott nails down founda-
tional truths which must inform 
the thinking of every Christian. 
To fashion a Jesus divergent 
from New Testament revela-
tion is an exercise in deception.

In part 2, Stott surveys the 
historical views on Jesus from 
the days of Justin Martyr to our 
own day. In part 3, Stott dis-
cusses the great and powerful 
influence of Jesus in the world. 
He presents a dozen case stud-
ies of people such as Francis of 
Assisi, Leo Tolstoy, William 
Wilberforce and Joni Eareck-
son Tada. In part 4, by far the 
strength of the book, Stott dis-
cusses the “Eternal Jesus” as we 
see him in John’s Revelation: 
glorious, victorious, sovereign, 
reigning, imploring but pre-
paring to exercise final judge-
ment. I recommend this book 
to everyone who wants to “study 
Christ.”—DALE COGSWELL

CRAZY BUSY
A (mercifully) short book about  
a (really) big problem
BY KEVIN DEYOUNG
Crossway (2013), 124 pgs
ISBN 978-1433533389

DeYoung doesn’t give you a list 
of ways to reorder your sched-
ule; he works through the heart 
issues that lead us to feel over-
whelmed, over-scheduled and 
stressed out. Starting with the 
dangers of busyness to our joy, 
our hearts and our souls, 
DeYoung takes aim at the root. 
After looking at issues of pride, 
people pleasing, lack of prior-
ities and the creep of technol-
ogy, he then addresses the need 
for regular rest and rhythm. 
Biblically, we are supposed to be 
busy! Our problem is we often 
don’t expect to suffer along the 
way. “Effective love is rarely ef-
ficient. People take time. Rela-
tionships are messy. If we love 
others, how can we not be busy 
and burdened at least some of 
the time?” (105). His concluding 
chapter on learning from Jesus 
and making spending time with 
him our daily priority was a 
challenge to my own heart.—JPV

THE SECRET THOUGHTS 
OF AN UNLIKELY CONVERT
An English professor’s journey into 
Christian faith
BY ROSARIA CHAMPAGNE 
BUTTERFIELD
Crown & Covenant (2012), 154 pgs
ISBN 978-1884527388

Rosaria speaks of herself as an 
“unlikely convert,” and I guess 
we really all are. But, by some 

standards, she certainly wasn’t 
what you’d call “seeking the 
Lord.” Rosaria was actually a 
tenured professor in English 
Lit. and Cultural Studies in the 
Women’s Studies Department 
at Syracuse University. She was 
in a lesbian relationship, an ac-
tivist and a postmodern thinker. 
Her remarkable testimony is 
frank, helpfully critical of some 

“versions” of Christianity and an 
amazing testimony to the grace 
and persistence of God. From a 
simple, nagging letter to the 
friendship of an older Christian 
couple, Rosaria’s life begins to 
follow a “radical” new path—such 
an encouraging testimony!—JPV

THE PURE FLAME  
OF DEVOTION
The history of Christian spirituality—
Essays in honour of Michael A.G. Haykin
EDITED BY G. STEPHEN WEAVER JR. 
AND IAN HUGH CLARY
Joshua Press (2013), 524 pgs
ISBN 978-1894400558 (hardcover)
ISBN 978-1894400541 (paperback)

In honour of Michael Haykin’s 
sixtieth birthday, Joshua Press 
has published a festschrift to ex-
press appreciation to him for 
the many ways he has served the 
church. Edited by Steve Weaver 
and Ian Clary, The pure flame of 
devotion includes essays from 
such names as Joel Beeke, Erroll 
Hulse, Tom Nettles, Carl True-
man, Sharon James, Fred Zaspel, 
and many others, comprising a 
history of Christian spirituality. 
This is a great book for those 
who love history and desire to 
have their hearts stirred.—JPV
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› The central reason for 
Shakespeare’s continued appeal over the last four 
centuries is his ability to depict reality, to give a 
true portrait of the real universe we inhabit. In 
particular, Shakespeare gives us insight into the 
human condition. It is important to note that 

Shakespeare’s portrayal of reality is not hackneyed like so-called 
“reality” TV—bizarre and meaningless. Rather, Shakespeare’s por-
trayal of reality is rich, textured and sharply perceptive. Shake-
speare’s play, Hamlet, is a superb example of his ability to com-
municate the intangible realities of life in this universe. 

This was the case for convicted criminals who were serving 
time at the Missouri Eastern Correctional Center; these prisoners 
participated in a performing arts program in which they studied, 
explored and performed in a “jailhouse” production of Shake-
speare’s Hamlet. Jill Carattini of Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries notes the impact of studying and performing the play 
on the inmates: 

…Over the course of six months, a prison performing arts pro-
gram gave a handful of criminals, who are living out the con-
sequences of their violent crimes, the chance to delve into a 
story about a man pondering a violent crime and its conse-
quences. The result was a startling encounter for both the 
players, most of whom were new to Shakespeare…. One man, 
in order to play the character Laertes, found himself reckon-
ing with the temptation to manipulate as a means of getting 
what you want, only to realize a kind of cowardice in such 
actions. In a moment of clarity through the life of another, he 
admits, “I can identify with that [struggle] and I can play that 
role very well—because I’ve been playing that role my whole 
life…. To put a gun in somebody’s face—that’s an unfair 
advantage. That’s a cowardly act. And that’s what criminals 

| the ARTS

IMAGINING REALITY IN HAMLET

Sweet listening: cds with rich songs of worship 

| mixed MEDIA

are; we’re cowards.” He then admits with striking transpar-
ency, “I am Laertes. I am. I am.” 

What is most powerful about this story is how a “fictional char-
acter” impressed upon the convict’s heart the true nature of his 
actions and his crimes. All the legal statements and court proceed-
ings, media articles, victim impact statements—even a cold, hard 
prison cell—failed to show him the deep, cowardly reality of his 
crime. It took a story, a four-hundred-year-old story, to awaken his 
soul and his mind to reality.

This is like the prophet Nathan when he told a story to King 
David, which the king took literally; his reaction was outrage and 

cries for justice. Then Nathan said, 
“You are the man!” (2 Samuel 12:7). 
David failed to see the wickedness 
of his adultery and his scheme of 
murder until confronted with his 
sin in the context of a story. Even 
in Hamlet, the pensive prince uses 

drama to elicit the guilt of the murderous king Claudius: “the play’s 
the thing / Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king” (Act II, Scene 
ii). Claudius’ conscience was pricked when he was confronted 
with the reality of his crimes through imaginative storytelling.

This is why God created humanity with an imagination—not to 
waste on wishful thinking or empty dreaming—but to gain a clearer 
picture of reality. Jill Carattini writes, “Jesus places us beside images 
of a kingdom that turns things around, stories that shock and offend 
us, metaphors that wake us to the presence of a surprising God, to 
the mindsets and pieties that block us from seeing this God, and to 
the abundance of divine grace that beckons us to look again and 
again.” May you exercise your imagination when you read Shake-
speare and when you read the Scriptures. Awaken your mind to the 
poetry, the imagery, the story… not for art’s sake but for Christ’s. 

…a “fictional  
character” impressed 
upon the convict’s 
heart the true nature  
of his actions and  
his crimes

Trees
TIM NEUFELD
Tim Neufeld (2013)

Tim Neufeld, lead singer of Starfield, 
has released his first solo album en-
titled “Trees” in honour of his long-
standing awe of God’s creation. This 
album reflects Starfield’s more in-

dependent, church-based worship focus. “Trees” is a compilation 
of Tim’s favourite and personally most influential praise and wor-
ship songs. His retooled “Cornerstone,” “Praise Him” (Hillsong), 
“Bless the Lord” (“10,000 Reasons”), “Fairest Lord Jesus” and six 
other songs have a distinct folk/country sound with banjo and 
cello accompaniment. His local live performances throughout 
southern Ontario churches this past fall were inspiring and a testa-
ment to God’s glory.—Sarah Vlietstra

Sing like never before:  
The essential collection
MATT REDMAN
sixstepsrecords/Sparrow Records (2012)

If you haven’t bought a Matt Redman 
LP yet, be sure to get this one. It fea-
tures some of his most memorable an-
thems like “10,000 Reasons,” “Our 

God,” “Never once,” “Blessed be your name” and “Better is one 
day” (15 in total). Redman’s songs are some of the most-sung in 
churches around the world and are theologically rich in the truths 
of salvation in Christ, the depths of the grace of God and the 
“10,000 Reasons” we have to bless the name of the Lord. This col-
lection is a testament to the gift that Redman is to the modern 
church. There are some acoustic recordings and radio versions in-
cluded in this package.—Janice Van Eck
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Asking
“That night God appeared to Solomon 
and said to him, ‘Ask for whatever you 
want me to give you.’” (2 Chronicles 1:7)

It had been a grand day in Israel. The 
young King Solomon had spoken to all 
the people, and to all the great men and 
captains and governors, and they had 
followed him to the tabernacle of the 
Lord, and he had gone up to the brazen 
altar which Bezalel had made nearly 
500 years before, and had offered a 
thousand burnt offerings. “That night,” 
when it was all over, and Solomon was 
quiet and alone, “God appeared to 
Solomon and said to him, ‘Ask for what-
ever you want me to give you.’” And 
Solomon took God at his word, and 
asked at once for what he felt he want-
ed most. And God kept his word, and 
gave him at once what he asked, and 
promised him a great deal more as well.

Think about what you most want, and 
ask for that, for Jesus Christ’s sake. You 
need not, like Solomon, ask for only one 
thing; you may want many things, and 
you may ask for them all. 

Perhaps you say, “I don’t know what 
to ask.” Then begin by asking God to 
show you by his Holy Spirit what you 
really want, and to teach you to ask for it.

Then you say, “Will he give me what-
ever I ask?” Well, if you ask for some-
thing that is not good for you, he loves 
you too much to give you that—he will 
give you something better! But, if you 
ask for something that he has promised 
to give, you may be quite certain he will 
give it to you. Remind your heavenly 
Father of his promises, as Solomon did 
(verse 9). And you may ask and expect 
the answer at once, like Solomon, who 
said, “Now, Lord God….”

Then, listen to God’s message, and 
now, this very day, ask him for some of 
his promised gifts. Try to think of the 
different things he has promised, and 
turn every thought into the prayer, “Give 
me now—for Jesus Christ’s sake.” 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

Are you generous?
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› Read 2 Corinthians 8:1–15. Paul is speaking to the Corinthian 
church about generosity, and he uses the example of the Macedonian church as a spring-
board to discuss the grace of giving.

1. Although the Macedonian church was extremely poor, how did God work out the grace 
of generosity in their hearts (verses 1–5)? How did they give?

2. Verse 9 speaks about something Jesus did. What was it?

3. Read verse 12 and then write down this verse in your own words.

Word search
acceptable
according
complete
desire
faith
finish
generous
giving
good
grace
Jesus
knowledge
love
Macedonian
means
plenty
poverty
privilege
rich
saints
share
sincerity
willingness

DID YOU KNOW?
›› King Solomon, during his forty year reign of Israel, built the temple to the Lord in 
Jerusalem. His wisdom and wealth exceeded that of all Jewish rulers before or since.
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