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THEY  
DEVOTED 
THEMSELVES  
TO THE 
APOSTLES’ 
TEACHING  
AND TO 
FELLOWSHIP,  
TO THE 
BREAKING  
OF BREAD  
AND TO  
PRAYER.
—ACTS 2:42
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NEWSBYTES
+ Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON
Grace Bible Church was able to distribute free back-
packs and school supplies to needy children in their 
neighbourhood again this year. In all, 375 backpacks 
were given out in early September! We praise God for 
his generous faithfulness to this ministry and the many 
volunteers who worked to make this happen.

+ Roland & Susan Seiler, Johannesburg, SA
Susan has had knee replacement surgery and is already 
starting to experience the positive effects on her 
walking, balance and stability. Roland’s pain is much 
improved, and he is busy teaching financial reporting 
workshops to Wycliffe translation teams from various 
countries in Africa. Continue to lift up these dear friends 
as they serve.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

| news & EVENTS 

A NEW WAY TO RAISE SUPPORT FOR MISSIONS
CHURCHILL BAPTIST CHURCH, Tottenham, ON, recently in-
stalled solar panels on their building as part of the Ontario 
government’s MicroFIT program. The electricity generated by 
the panels will be added to the electrical grid and they, in 
turn, will receive about $4,000 a year for the next twenty 
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SGF 
LADIES’ 
RETREAT 
2016 — 
DON’T 
MISS IT!
Ladies, please mark your 
calendars for the 2016 
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT 
taking place April 29–30, 
2016, at Redeemer 
University in Ancaster. 

The main speaker for the weekend will be Kristie 
Anyabwile from Washington, D.C. Her theme for the 
weekend will be Being a Titus 2 woman in a Romans 1 
world. Kristie has bachelor’s degress in history and 
African American studies from North Carolina State 
University. She is an educator and contributing author 
to The ESV Women’s Devotional Bible (Crossway, 2014) 
and Word-Filled Women’s Ministry: Loving and Serving 
the Church (Crossway, 2015). Kristie is married to Thabiti 
(think: Carey 2009) and they have three children.
 These have been encouraging weekends of fellowship, 
prayer and friendship, with many new connections 
being made and established between women—young 
and old—in the SGF fellowship and far beyond. 

NOVEMBER 17, 2015
TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 
OPEN HOUSE
Considering theological 
education? Consider TBS. 
Find out more at their 
open house—meet profs 
and students, take a class, 
attend chapel.
Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

DECEMBER 7, 2015
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Ken Davis
Theme: Fostering com-
munity in the local church
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, 2534 Kipling Ave., 
Toronto, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

JANUARY 11, 2016
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Habib Sakr
Theme: The life and 
ministry of Elisha
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, 2534 Kipling Ave., 
Toronto, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

JANUARY 16, 2016
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Speaker: Wilf Ball
Theme: The balanced man: 
juggling responsibilities 
well
Time: 8 a.m.
Held at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON
www.trinity-baptist-
church.com

FEBRUARY 1, 2016
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Glenn Tomlinson
Theme: The historicity  
of Adam
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

APRIL 29, 2016
TBS GRADUATION
Join with the class of 2016 
as they celebrate the 
completion of studies!
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

APRIL 29–30, 2016
SGF LADIES’ WEEKEND
Speaker: Kristie Anyabwile
Theme: Being a Titus 2 
woman in a Romans 1 world
This promises to be 
another weekend of great 
fellowship, study and food 
for the SGF ladies. Mark it 
on your calendars! Further 
details to follow.
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

AUGUST 20–26, 2016
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Main speaker: Bill Hughes
A great opportunity for 
ministry, fellowship, sports 
& programs for all ages. 
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer 2016 plans.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

A NEW WAY TO RAISE SUPPORT FOR MISSIONS
years. The motivation behind the solar panels was to increase 
their support of missions. They agreed as a congregation to 
use 100 per cent of the income from the panels to support 
missions—so, for the next twenty years, they have a signifi-
cant source of funds for missions.—Marino Vereecke
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| connecting LINES 

BY MELISSA INGLIS ›› 
Have you ever wondered 
what being “knit together 
in love” (Colossians 2:2) 
practically looks like among 
believers? Some of us may 

envision sharp knitting needles, tangled 
yarn and frustration. Others may see how 
grace can weave even the most garish col-
ours into a beautiful tapestry. 

We all long for deep, meaningful rela-
tionships, but the tragic irony is that we 
are a culture more disconnected than past 
generations. We have hundreds of online 
friends, but how many do we break bread 
with? While seemingly so connected to 
everybody at once, we feel disconnected on 
a deeper level: spread wide, but not deep. 
And, tragically, this disconnectedness is 
prevalent among believers. The people you 
and I are commanded to love (yes, that 
loud lady next to you on the pew, or the 
smelly guy at the back row there), are 
often the people we most avoid all week. 
Know this: God didn’t put that person in 
your life by accident. As Rosaria Butter-
field comments: “You don’t choose your 
brothers and sisters in the church—God 
does.” To pursue this biblical mandate for 
rich Christ-centred love that knits our 
hearts together, let’s look at what we must 

“put off” and “put on” (Colossians 3:1–16).

Put off pride
One of the greatest obstacles to authentic 
Christian community is pride. We fear to 
expose our weaknesses, and we fear to con-
fess our sins to one another. Maybe we still 
fall for the Pharisaical notion that we must 
appear righteous before other people. 
Maybe we pretend to “have it all together” 
because proper Christians are supposed to 
look that way, aren’t they? Meanwhile, our 
lives may be unravelling, one stitch at a 
time, and no one knows. We forget that by 
hiding away and isolating ourselves, we 
deepen our sin and shame. In Bonhoeffer’s 
Life Together, he states, “Sin demands to 
have a man by himself. It withdraws him 
from the community. The more isolated a 
person is, the more destructive will be the 
power of sin over him, and the more deep-
ly he becomes involved in it, the more dis-
astrous is his isolation.”

How desperate believers ought to be for 
accountability among believers, and yet, how 

many of us remain arm’s length from these 
vital relationships. Maybe you’ve been in-
sulted, hurt, accused or confronted by 
other believers. The church is a beautiful 
mess, and in our brokenness we may either 
choose a vain veneer or let the light of 
Christ shine through our cracks and scars. 
Are we willing to drop the facades, and em-
brace this humbling faith? As Charles 
Bridges states: “Even in trifling disputes 
between relatives or neighbours—perhaps 
between Christians—each party contends 
vehemently for his rights, instead of satis-
fying himself with the testimony of his 
conscience, and submitting rather to be 
misunderstood and misjudged than to 
break the bond of the divine brotherhood 
(1 Corinthians 6:7).” May we strive to be 
sensitive to the Spirit, instead of being 
overly sensitive. Pride is the hardest vice to 
put off. It is “always hateful to God” writes 
C.H. Spurgeon, and it is the most destruc-
tive to authentic love.

Put on love
As believers in Christ, we are commanded 
to love one another. We often try our hard-
est. We make phones calls, share meals, 
pursue prodigals and host bake sales. After 
a while, we start to get tired. Maybe that 

“honest conversation” ended in a lot of hurt. 
Maybe we feel like we are the ones always 
giving and always serving, but no one no-

tices or appreciates it. At these moments, 
we must remember that our vertical love 
(to/from Christ) must always precede our 
horizontal love toward others. As Oswald 
Chambers said, “If we are devoted to the 
cause of humanity, we shall soon be crushed 
and broken-hearted, for we shall often 
meet with more ingratitude from men 
then we would a dog; but, if our motive is 
love to God, no ingratitude can hinder us 
from serving our fellow man.” Christ’s love 
compels us. It is the centre of all sacrificial 
and selfless love. Apart from Christ, we 
can do nothing (John 15). So often we are 
found trying to do these things in our own 
strength, willing ourselves to show love to 
others when it seems daunting to even 
like them!

Much like Eustace, in C.S.Lewis’ The 
Voyage of the Dawn Treader, we attempt to 
shed our dragon skin with miserable results. 
Only as we look to Christ, does he sink 
those lion claws into our very heart and 
tear us whole. It’s a pleasing pain to soak in 
those living waters of God’s Word, where 
conviction and consecration mingle. Stay 
in those waters; don’t skip along the surface 
like a stone. Stay soft to the Spirit. Stay 
connected to other believers. 

We need Christ, and we need each other.
Remember, the best way to love one an-
other is to love Christ first. The cross is the 
stitch that knits our hearts together. 

How Christ’s love frees us to love authentically
THE CROSS-STITCH
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W  e don’t know the 
circumstances 
David is refer-
ring to, but two 
things are clear. 
First, that he was 
in contact with 

wicked people (verse 1), and secondly that 
he was bothered by them. Verse 3 says his 
heart was hot. He was at the boiling point. 

The anger that burned
We can identify with David. We have all 
been in situations where things really 
bother us. It might be something at work, 
where we are bothered about ungodly con-
versation or dishonesty. It could be a polit-
ical matter or something in the family. 

We generally think of anger as some-
thing sinful, and often it is. We can be 
angry at the incompetence of others, when 
we ought to be patient. We can be angry if 
people don’t appreciate our acts of kind-
ness, when we ought to leave that with the 
Lord. Many times we are angry when we 
shouldn’t be. 

But there are times when we need to be 
angry. Jesus was sometimes angry, espe-
cially at the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. 
While we must beware of bitterness and 
resentment, there are situations where an-
ger is justified. It seems it was with David.

David’s initial response was to keep 
quiet—he muzzled his mouth (verse 1).  
But his distress got worse: he was ready to 
explode. Finally, he could keep silent no 
longer, and he opened his mouth. How-
ever the outcome was surprising.

David’s outburst
What would you expect him to say: “Get 
out of my sight you lousy rats, I’ve had 
enough of you. God will judge you”? As 
king, he could have said, “Off with their 
heads.” But no, he looked at himself (verses 
4–5). He asked the Lord to show him the 
brevity and fragility of his own  existence. 
How often do we do that?  We make our 
plans and assume everything will go ahead 
as planned. But we need to remember that 
nothing in life is certain, and that our 
paths should be directed by our heavenly 
Father. We cannot be sure of another day. 
It is not wrong to plan, but we should al-
ways do so in the light of eternity, and with 
the desire to glorify God.

What did David 
see as he looked at 
himself?  He saw his 
own sins (verse 8). 
That is a very differ-
ent perspective from 
what we might ex-
pect. He was angry 
with the wicked—
ready to explode—
but when he did, his 
first concern was 
not about the sins of 
others, but about his 
own. It reminds us of 
the words of Jesus 
when we are told to 
remove the log 
(plank) from our own 
eye before we try to remove the speck 
from our brother’s eye (Matthew 7:3–5). It 
is so easy to focus on the sins of others, but 
it is important that we look first at our 
own sins. Only when we have seen and 
confessed our own sins are we qualified to 
judge others. And that judgement should 
be with a view to helping them.

God is in control
Even if we follow the biblical pattern of 
examining our own hearts before seeking 
to rebuke others, we will often find that 
challenging others will meet with oppos-
ition, or at best with little or no response. 
What then? We have to rest in the fact that 
God is in control. Notice verse 9: “It is you 
who have done it.” This is where the doc-
trine of God’s sovereignty becomes very 
practical. When everything seems to be 
wrong and everyone seems to be against us, 
how comforting to know that God is in 
control. Unless we can rest in this truth, 
we will become frustrated. 

Just watching the news can be very de-
pressing. There are accounts of terrorism 
all over the world, corruption in national 
leaders and even deceit among our own 
politicians. That is not to say that we 
shouldn’t be indignant, but ultimately we 
must submit to the fact that nothing hap-
pens outside the will of God. That doesn’t 
mean that everything that happens is right, 
but God does not allow more wickedness 
than serves his own purposes. That in-
cludes even the bad treatment we may re-
ceive at the hands of other believers.

The need to live as an alien (sojourner)
Most of us have never known what it is 
like to have no home. We hear almost 
daily of the plight of those trying to escape 
from the violence and poverty in Syria, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and other places. There 
are some fifty-million refugees in various 
parts of the world. How thankful we 
should be for the safety and prosperity of 
our own country!

It is not likely that we will be refugees, 
but spiritually we are aliens or sojourners 
(verse 12). We may have a homeland in this 
world, but we really don’t belong here. 
David was a citizen of Israel but, in light of 
eternity, he was an alien, a displaced per-
son—and so are we. Remember the old 
song, “This world is not my home, I’m just 
a passing through.” We are pilgrims and 
strangers. Certainly we have responsibil-
ities here as citizens of Canada, but we 
really don’t belong here. 

That concept is helpful when living in 
the midst of turmoil, hostility and corrup-
tion. Like the truth of God’s sovereignty, it 
can help put things in perspective. The evil 
in society often seems intolerable, but it 
won’t go on forever. There is coming a day 
of judgement when all wickedness will re-
ceive its appropriate reward. On the other 
hand, we shall be taken out of this world. 
In verse 13, David spoke of his departure. 

Christ is coming back, and we will be 
taken away from all wickedness. If we die 
first, that amounts to the same thing. Are 
we looking for his return? Are we ready for 
his return? 

A meditation on David’s words in Psalm 39  BY ROGER FELLOWS

A WICKED GENERATION
SPOTLIGHT
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DEBT, 
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Debt 

D uring a 2014 commencement address at 
Niagara University, Pulitzer Prize winner 
Dr. George F. Will encouraged the gradu-
ates to stand against what he referred to 
as “a decadent democracy.” According to 

Will, a decadent democracy occurs when one block 
of voters, uses their votes to benefit themselves at 
the expense of others, and in a manner that is detri-
mental to the long-term prosperity of the country. 
He argued that the baby boomers are using their vot-

FALL 2015 ›› BARNABAS ›› 11

ing power to transfer large swaths of wealth from fu-
ture generations to themselves. By demanding mas-
sive social programs, including unaffordable pension 
and healthcare benefits, they are pressuring govern-
ments, who need their votes, to go deeper into debt. 

While I listened to George Will, I immediately 
thought about the last provincial election in Ontario, 
held in June 2014. How could Ontario voters re-elect 
a government that was involved in so many serious 
and costly scandals? How could the Ontario citizenry 
re-elect a government that has run the provincial 
debt up to an unsustainable and immoral level? 
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While political pundits offered their analysis, in my 
mind, there were only two possible answers to these 
questions: Either Ontario voters are not aware and 
do not understand what is happening in Queen’s 
Park, or they do not care. Either way, an uninformed 
electorate or a selfish electorate, can only lead to a 
decadent democracy!

Consider the following financial information con-
cerning the province of Ontario: 

Seven consecutive years of deficit spending has 
fuelled growing government debt. Ontario’s 
debt will hit Cdn $289.3 billion this year and is 
projected to reach Cdn $324.5 billion (almost 
40% of the Ontario economy) by 2017/18, more 
than double the Cdn $138.8 billion debt (or 
27.5% of the economy) in 2003/04 when the 
Liberals came to power [Huffington Post, “Stop 
Ontario’s Credit Rating from Plummeting Fur-
ther,” June 24, 2014].
 

Ontario’s finances, under the Liberal government, 
have become a train wreck. In fact, Ontarians now 
have the largest sub-sovereign debt in the world, on a 
per capita basis! The once wealthy and prosperous 
Ontario has become a “have-not” province. What 
was unthinkable only twenty years ago has become a 
reality. Ontario currently relies on transfer pay-
ments (welfare) from other Canadian provinces—to 
subsidize its spending. 

While the province of Ontario is a convenient ex-
ample of a decadent democracy, it is by no means 
alone. Voting based on what can be extracted today 
and thrusting the cost into the future is characteristic 
of the world we operate in, and basic economic dogma. 
Although Will’s warning and admonition to the gradu-
ating class of 2014 was spoken in the context of the 
United States, we see the same problem in virtually 
every major country in the world. Will’s comments 
are apropos to all of Europe, Japan and even China. 
Easy credit and easy access to debt have simply ex-
acerbated the global desire to spend the future today 
and worry about the bills in the future. Immoral and 
greedy populations have placed/elected into power 
immoral and power hungry leaders who promise and 
give voters what they want, despite the fact that they 
cannot afford the promises. While the debt binge 
continues we all know midnight is approaching.

A recent study by McKinsey & Company pointed 
out that it is the “wealthiest” countries that are the 
most indebted (see Chart 1). How ironic! Note that 
since the financial crisis of 2008–2009, the actual 
level of global debt has increased by USD $57 trillion, or 
40%. And that is only to the end of 2014! In essence, 
citizens and their governments have dealt with the debt 
crisis by going further into debt! In fact, the sector with-
in the economy that is growing debt by the largest 
amount is the government sector. This simply reinfor-
ces the thesis that decadent democracies are alive and 
well, and governments around the world continue to 
promise more and more goodies to their citizens in 
exchange for their votes. Interestingly enough, one of 

THE BIG READ

Country Debt-to-GDP Country Debt-to-GDP

Japan 400% France 280%

Ireland 390% Italy 259%

Singpore 382% U.K. 252%

Portugal 358% Finland 238%

Belgium 327% United States 233%

Netherlands 325% South Korea 231%

Greece 317% Hungary 225%

Spain 313% Austria 225%

Denmark 302% Malaysia 225%

Sweden 290% Norway 224%

CHART 1: THE WORLD’S 20 HEAVIEST DEBTORS
McKinsey & Co. recently ranked the globe’s 20 most indebted countries by 
debt-to-GDP. Besides Malaysia, all the countries on this list are developed 
nations. Just outside the Top 20—but still serious offenders—are Germany 
at 188%, Australia at 213% and Canada at 221%.

the only governments in the world to largely resist 
this temptation was been the Canadian federal gov-
ernment headed by Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 
Harper was in a close election battle with two oppos-
ition parties that had as their central plank the expan-
sion of government and the addition of more debt. 

Sadly, too many citizens throughout the world 
seem oblivious to the words of Friedrich Hayek, “The 
more the State plans, the more difficult planning 
becomes for the individual.” They are also unaware 
of the Rahn Curve that highlights the economic real-
ity that as government expands (as a percent of the 
economy) the rate of economic growth slows. If the 
government sector is the most unproductive and 
wasteful sector in the economy, then growing the size 
of government, beyond basic and essential services, 
is a poor financial decision. History has repeatedly 
demonstrated that when the size of government is 
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allowed to exceed 20% of a country’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), it is difficult to slow the growth of 
government. Currently, most Western governments 
represent up to 50% of the annual GDP—some 
even more. 

Today, voters have become so dependent on the 
largesse of the State that they will vote for even the 
most corrupt governments. This is the situation we 
face in Ontario, and we can observe this situation in 
virtually every developed economy around the 
world. We reward corrupt and incompetent govern-
ments because they are the ones that will lie to us, 
secure our votes and give us what we want, even 
when they have to steal it from our neighbour (i.e. 
through the tax system), our children and grandchil-
dren, by piling up debt. The problem we face is what 
to do with all this debt? 

Devaluation 
In order to facilitate this economic madness and 
fund our decadent democracies, the State needs the 
direct cooperation of its central bank. Policies must 
be implemented that directly devalue the purchas-
ing power of the citizen by undermining the value of 
their money and creating inflation. It is the central 
banks that are only too happy to monetize govern-
ment debts by printing money and manipulating 
interest rates to dangerously low levels. While savers 
and capital accumulators are emasculated by low 
rates, debtors are rewarded. Remember that the 
largest debtor is the government.

During the height of the financial crisis in 2008–
2009, central banks around the world dropped in-
terest rates to virtually zero. This became known as 
ZIRP (Zero Interest Rate Policy). It doesn’t take a 
Ph.D. in finance from Harvard to understand the 
rationale behind this policy. If you have too much 
debt, and you can reduce the interest rate on the 
debt to near zero, your ability to finance and carry 
the debt is significantly enhanced. So, over the last 
eight years, governments around the world have 
been operating at near zero interest rates to avoid a 
debt crisis. But even with near zero interest rates, 
economic growth has been meagre to non-existent. 
And, rather than paying down debt, every segment 
of the economy has simply used the low interest 
rates to pile on more debt. This is the new economic 
mantra: Solve your debt crisis by borrowing more! 

Earlier in 2015, we witnessed even greater insanity 
—if you can believe it. Goodbye ZIRP, hello NIRP 
(Negative Interest Rate Policy)! On June 5, the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB) officially lowered the de-
posit rate for banks to negative 0.15%. In other 
words, banks holding any deposits at the ECB will 
have to pay them for the privilege of holding their 
money. The Riksbank, Sweden’s central bank also 
introduced negative interest rates this year, along 
with Denmark and Switzerland. As some have re-
ferred to it, we have entered the “monetary twilight 
zone.” Others have simply stated the obvious: It’s a 
mad, mad world and getting madder! 

The consequences of pursuing zero and negative 
interest rate policies across the globe are devastating 
for the long-term health of the global economy. The 
only way to ensure that booms and busts are kept to 
a minimum and capital is allocated to the right 
people and best businesses in the economy is to let 
interest rates reflect true market conditions! When 
credit is “free” and not priced properly by competi-
tive capital markets, governments, businesses and 
individuals will all shorten their time horizons and 
spend the future today. 

Many people ask, “What’s wrong with free money? 
Don’t we need everyone to go out and spend as much 
as they can?” The “economic experts” at our univer-
sities continue to tell us how bad and evil “austerity” 
is. Balancing our books is seen as the ultimate eco-
nomic sin. But the real evil is the devastating impact 
of zero and negative interest rates on our economy. 
This is a topic that our government and central 
bankers refuse to discuss honestly. It is outlined 
below. You decide. 

The current interest rate policies driven by our 
global central banks are leading to the following 
long-term problems:

1. Structurally low interest rates encourage a culture 
of instant gratification. This is particularly true 
within the confines of a decadent and faithless cul-
ture. Too much of our consumption is not financed 
with savings, but by assuming larger and larger 
quantities of debt. A debt-based society is seldom 
interested in long-term economic activities, but in 
present consumption. Worse, declining interest 
rates make it easier and easier for governments to 
promise more and more, while the interest burden, 
or expense of their spending and increasing in-
debtedness, is not felt until it is too late.

2. The low interest rate environment today punishes 
savers and rewards debtors. The longer the inter-
est rates remain below market rates, the greater is 
the pressure to misallocate capital. This can lead to 
harmful bubbles and suboptimal investing, which 
negatively impacts everyone long term. In the case 
of corporations, the low interest rate environment 
has wrongly incentivized companies to invest less 
in the future and more in buying back their own 
stock—regardless of the overvaluation of their 
own shares! Share repurchases have grown sub-
stantially, and in the US alone, have been aver-
aging close to USD $1 trillion annually over the 
past three years. In many cases, share repurchases 
are funded by increased borrowings, justified by 
record low interest rates. This is one reason for the 
low level of capital spending by corporations, hin-
dering job creation for the next generation.

3. The combination of low interest rates and printed 
money leads to massive asset price inflation, such 
as stocks, real estate and art. Young people have 
been priced out of the real-estate market despite 
record low rates, since incomes cannot and will 
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not keep pace with asset price inflation. Young 
people have increasingly become debt slaves to 
banks, forced to take on massive mortgages.

4. Financial markets are structurally weakened by 
the reckless behaviour of market participants who 
use low cost funds to make investments more 
risky using excessive leverage. This can also be 
seen in emerging markets through what investors 
call “carry trades.”

5. Human behaviour is shaped in a negative manner 
with low interest rates and easy money policies. 
Any society that watches its purchasing power be-
ing continually eroded, cares less about frugality 
and thrift and becomes increasingly comfortable 
with debt as a rational choice.

6. Within a low interest rate environment, the acqui-
sition of personal wealth and capital becomes in-
creasingly difficult. Money is no longer a store of 
value, and those who do not own the scarce and 
productive capital assets, watch the wealth they 
have dwindle through inflation. Only the owners of 
the productive assets can stay ahead of the game. 
Wealth disparities are exacerbated.

7. Incentives for fiscal discipline on the part of gov-
ernment decrease dramatically. Central banks 
buy time for governments. Large deficits don’t 
seem so ominous; there is little incentive to im-
plement reform or run the affairs of the State in a 
prudent manner.

8. You encourage the emergence of “zombie banks” 
and “zombie companies.” Very low interest rates 
prevent the healthy process of creative destruction. 
Zero interest rates make it possible for companies 
with low profitability to survive. Banks and life in-
surance companies, in particular, can carry large 
amounts of loans and bonds that are overvalued 
and would be worth much less—if anything, in 
some circumstances—in an environment of higher 
interest rates. This will become obvious when rates 
do rise and loans become non-performing.

9. Unjust redistribution of wealth takes place in an 
environment of zero rates and fresh money print-
ing. The problem is that newly minted money is 
neither uniformly nor simultaneously distributed 
to the overall population. As a result, monetary 
expansion is never neutral. There is a permanent 
transfer of wealth from those who get access to 
the money last, to those who receive it first.

The current monetary conditions are unsustain-
able and harmful to the long-term prosperity of our 
economy. Zero or negative interest rates imposed by 
central banks are immoral, dangerous and un-
sustainable. It is a direct attack on the purchasing 
power of the country and its citizens. This type of 
devaluation is not new, and is a tactic well known to 

the State as they run out of money and try to kick the 
debt can down the road. While voters clamour for 
more and more, and governments promise more 
and more, the debt will continue to pile up and the 
finances of the country must be increasingly cor-
rupted in order to keep the game going. 

Deception
The monetary weights and measures used within the 
financial markets today have become increasingly ab-
stract as the global financial system has expanded and 
“financialized.” The term financialization refers to the 
process by which financial institutions and markets 
increase in size and influence relative to the total 
economy and, in particular, relative to the real econ-
omy of tangible goods and services. 

Two powerful implications of financialization 
have been the massive increases in debt (which we 
have discussed) and the unprecedented growth of 
derivatives. Derivatives are paper contracts that de-
rive their value from an underlying asset. The finan-
cialization of our economy was made possible by the 
relativizing of our money—that is, the taking away 
of its store of value. This was accomplished when 
the world abandoned the gold standard in 1971. It 
was at this time that a collateral backing (convert-
ibility to gold) for our money was eliminated and we 
moved to a true fiat currency, or a currency that is 
only backed by the promise of the State. In a deca-
dent democracy, the promises of the State are worth 
very little, and it does not take very long to see this 
reflected in the value of a country’s currency. Cor-
rupt governments will always corrupt their money! 

Without the imposed discipline of the gold stan-
dard, it is virtually impossible to maintain honest 
money. But, without honest money and financial 
integrity as the cornerstone of the economy, govern-
ments and their citizens will, as we have discussed, 
opt to spend the future today, rather than save, 
build and grow the economic engine for the next 
generation. 

Overindulging and creating debt instruments to 
spend next year’s wealth is not new, but has been 
made easier because of the massive growth of the fi-
nancial sector, with all its exotic financial instru-
ments. For example, the growth in derivatives is even 
more staggering than the expansion of debt. The 
total value of derivatives was less than USD $500 bil-
lion only twenty-five years ago. Today, derivatives are 
valued, at over USD $1 quadrillion, or more than 
thirteen times the total value of the global economy. 

Financialization within the context of a decadent 
democracy has also led us to another reoccurring 
historical human problem: the promotion of unjust 
or dishonest weights and measures. Today, with the 
power and influence of the financial sector at its 
peak, the manipulation of markets has never been 
more pronounced. 

Consider two financial weights and measures that 
have been “rigged” or mispriced over the past eight 
years: (1) interest rates; and (2) the value of our 
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money. Unfortunately, if you get these two measures 
wrong, then virtually every other asset in the econ-
omy is going to be mispriced. This is one of the 
greatest challenges facing investors today. How do 
we value securities in a zero interest rate environ-
ment? How do we value securities when our global 
central banks are deliberately working to devalue 
and debase our money, through quantitative easing (a 
euphemism for printing money)? When your very 
unit of exchange is corrupted and critical weights 
and measures are debased, what are you to do? 

Throughout the biblical text, the prophets and 
apostles emphasize the importance of true weights 
and measures. Leviticus 19:35–36 prohibits cheating 
in commerce by falsely measuring length, weight or 
quality, and is made very specific by reference to 
scales and stones—the standard equipment of trade 
in that day. The various measurements mentioned in 
the text indicate that this rule should be applied 
across a wide spectrum of tangible goods, from 
pieces of property to the measurement of dry and 
wet goods. It also included money, and the collateral 
or content value within each coin.

The Hebrew word tsedeq (translated “just”) ap-
pears four times in Leviticus 19:36, and denotes a 
character that is right—it speaks of integrity and be-
ing without blame. Ultimately, the concept of justice 
is rooted in the character of the Creator, and there-
fore is absolute and unchanging, not relative or 
whatever we want it to be.

The bottom line is that all weights and measures 
should be accurate and consistent. In short, buyers 
should get what they have paid for and changing 
standards is immoral. John Calvin, the great Refor-
mation theologian, states it clearly in his commen-
tary on this subject,

If the laws of buying and selling are corrupted, 
human society is in a manner dissolved; so that 
he who cheats by false weights and measures, 
differs little from him who utters false coin; and 
consequently one, who, whether as a buyer or 
seller, has falsified the standard measures of 

wine, or corn, or anything else, is accounted 
criminal.

This takes us to our current day. The two most dis-
honest measures at the heart of our financial system 
continue to be interest rates and the value of our 
money. What is of particular fascination is that we 
have created an economic system that is foundation-
ally prone to abuse and dishonesty, given that it is 
built on debt. Why? Because a system built on debt, 
will, as the debt compounds in size, be pressured to 
manipulate interest rates lower in order to service 
the debt. A system built on debt will also be pres-
sured to expand the money supply, by printing 
money, in order to create inflation so that the nom-
inal value of the debt decreases. 

The economist’s view that we need “limited infla-
tion” is just another way of saying, “A little corruption 
is good for everyone.” Inflation is theft, and it results 
in a forced and hidden redistribution of wealth that 
hurts the most vulnerable in the society. Any culture 
that accepts this view and economic arrangement in 
order to live beyond its means, is ultimately com-
plicit, and deserving of its eventual end. 

History informs us that a system built on debt is 
not sustainable and, over time, will need to be re-
structured. At some point, the debt becomes too 
large and all the economic dishonesty and gim-
mickry will not prevent a major write down of the 
debt. We are approaching this point. Today, we 
need to be prepared for dramatic financial restruc-
turing. We should also be calling out our culture 
and society for its immorality and, at the same 
time, providing tangible solutions and answers to 
these problems. 

If the prophet Isaiah or the other Old Testament 
prophets were speaking into our own day and ad-
dressing the issues in our own economy, they could 
literally repeat many of the same words they pro-
nounced to the nations in their day. Isaiah, in 750 
b.c., came before the nation of Judah and con-
demned them for their immorality, which included 
economic immorality, demonstrated by the water-
ing down (printing money, or as we say, quantitative 
easing) of their money: “Your silver has become 
dross, your wine mixed with water” (Isaiah 1:22).

 

Deliverance
As we consider the way forward, we need to be re-
minded of two biblical passages. First, the apostle 
Paul in 1 Timothy 6:10 reminds us, “For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evils.” Second, the au-
thor of Hebrews, in 13:5, tells his hearers who were 
experiencing great persecution: “Keep your life free 
from the love of money and be content with what 
you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or 
forsake you.’” 

As Christians, living in the midst of a fallen world 
that has turned from God and fallen for the god of 
mammon, we need to double down daily on our 
first love—our Lord Jesus Christ. God in Christ has IL
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provided all we need in this world and for eternity, 
regardless of the circumstances around us. Our goal 
must always be to “seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness” and our God will take care of 
the rest! What peace this should bring in the midst 
of a world that has no peace, no contentment and 
no eternal inheritance safeguarded in heaven by 
God himself!

On a practical note, let me outline ten areas that 
we should consider as areas of focus, in order to 
work toward a solution to the financial mess we 
have created. Given space restrictions, I will simply 
provide a list of the most important considerations. 
This is by no means a comprehensive list. These 
points are merely starting points for our considera-
tion and ongoing discussion.

1. It is essential that we have free capital markets 
operating under a rule of law. The current level of 
manipulation by governments and central banks 
must stop. An important aspect of the rule of law 
is the unassailable protection of private property.

2. In order to hinder the printing or debasing of our 
money, we must ensure that all money is backed 
by a large percentage of gold or other valuable 
hard asset that cannot be created at will. Real 
money must be a store of value, and not a tool of 
manipulation for a decadent State.

3. We must dramatically shrink the size of the State. 
Government programs and spending must be 
slashed. Concomitant with this there must be a 
lowering of taxes. Larger quantities of money 
and capital must stay in the hands of those who 
earned it. Individuals, families, corporations and 
charities need to have greater freedom to go 
about their activities and be held accountable for 
their decisions. 

4. The economy cannot grow unless unnecessary 
and duplicative regulations are eliminated. Excess 
regulations and government bureaucracies are 
stifling growth and innovation. 

5. We must appreciate the amazing world God has 
created and placed us in, and work diligently to 
develop the earth’s resources for the benefit of 
all. This will require massive investments in sci-
ence and technology by long-term thinkers and 
those who believe in the sustainability of eco-
nomic growth and the resourcefulness of the 
created order. 

6. We need to eliminate the concept of perpetual 
debt and force every generation to self-fund and 
not pass along the financial obligations to the next 
generation who have not yet been born. Funding 
hip and knee replacements with debt, as we do in 
Ontario is immoral. Health services and other 
social welfare schemes must be paid by the gen-
eration that is receiving the benefits!

7. Put a high value on all work and encourage long-
term savings and capital investments that reduce 
government dependency. While our faith and 
trust is in God, we are commanded to provide for 
our own families. Spending all you have and not 
saving for the future, results in dependency on the 
State. This requires the State to grow, promise 
more and more services and put in place confisca-
tory tax schemes that take from those who have 
worked and saved. 

8. There must be a clear and unambiguous support 
of the heterosexual family, as created by God and 
defined in the Bible. The family unit is the pillar 
for educating and equipping the next generation 
of citizens and leaders. The State cannot replace 
the family, or even begin to cover the costs that 
result from the breakdown of the family. Only a 
society with strong, cohesive families can hold 
back the ambitions of a totalitarian State. The best 
way to break the addiction to social welfare and 
debt is to have strong Christ-centred families.

9. Pray and work toward a great awakening in our 
country. Without a belief and faith in the true and 
living God, there is no basis for ethics, values, 
moral absolutes, justice, truthfulness and the pur-
suit of righteousness. Sustained economic growth 
and wealth are only produced in a culture and 
economy that God blesses, one that follows God’s 
principles and truth. As Proverbs 14:34 makes 
clear, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
disgrace to any people.”

10.  The most important response we can offer in the 
midst of our bankrupt and decadent democracies 
is to bow in reverence before our King and wor-
ship him. As those who are Reformed in our theol-
ogy, we believe in what Abrahm Kuyper calls the 
“all-dominating election. Election in creation, 
election in providence, and so election also to 
eternal life; election in the realm of grace, as well 
as in the realm of nature.” If things are to change, 
if we are to be transforming light in the surround-
ing darkness, it will be due to God and his sover-
eign grace. Any reversal or deliverance from the 
prevailing pagan worldview, must come from the 
quickening power of God and his Spirit. This is 
our great hope, as we move forward. 

While we watch and pray for the breath of the 
Holy Spirit to blow again throughout our culture, 
let us occupy all of our time in struggling against 
the effects of the Fall in all areas of life, including 
economics and finance, by consistently bringing all 
of life under the lordship of Christ our King. 

Jonathan Wellum is president of RockLinc Investment 
Partners Inc., a private wealth management firm. He 
attends Trinity Baptist Church, Burlington, ON, with his 
wife, Heidi, and their four children.
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

THE EPIC OF GOD  
AND MAN
Vol. 1: The Old Testament
BY PETER PIKKERT
Alev Books (2015), 314 pages
ISBN 978-0988125278

A well-told story always appeals 
to the human soul and mind. 
In The Epic of God and Man, 
Peter Pikkert has produced a 
wonderfully flowing narrative 
that successfully combines his-
toricity, biblical authority, spirit-
uality and an overall sense of the 
sovereignty of God. It is written 
in a comfortable and easy-to-
read style, accessible to both 
young and old. The entire ac-
count is suitably accentuated 
with many cultural explana-
tions and clarifications that 
help us better understand the 
ancient eastern world. Intend-
ed primarily for those with no 
background with the Bible, it 
would also be of inestimable 
help to those who simply wish 
for a better grasp of the chron-
ology and inter-connectedness 
of the Word of God.—MARK HUDSON

KNOW THE CREEDS  
AND COUNCILS
BY JUSTIN S. HOLCOMB
Zondervan (2014), 192 pgs
ISBN 978-0310515098

Part of the KNOW Series, this 
excellent little book gives a 
good, thorough overview of 
many of the major creeds, con-
fessions, catechisms and coun-
cils from the second century to 
the twentieth century. It be-
gins with the Apostles’ Creed 
(c. a.d. 140) and ends with the 

Chicago Statement on Biblical 
Inerrancy (1978).

Each chapter looks at a creed 
in five areas: (1) its historical 
background; (2) a summary of 
the creed’s content; (3) thoughts 
on its contemporary relevance; 
(4) questions for discussion; 
and (5) ideas for further reading.

This book is very helpful for 
pastors and theologically inter-
ested believers. It would make 
an excellent study aid for an 
adult Sunday school class or a 
Bible study group.—DON THEOBALD

RECOVERING EDEN 
The Gospel According to Ecclesiastes
BY ZACK ESWINE
P & R (2014), 246 pgs
ISBN 978-1596384682

Zack Eswine is both a pastor  
and a professor, and his new 
book on Ecclesiastes is part of 
the excellent series: The Gospel 
According to the Old Testament. 

With theological and gospel 
insight, coupled with penetrating 
honesty and humility, Eswine 
leads us carefully, wisely and 
pastorally through Ecclesiastes. 
He is a masterful illustrator, 
and has great insight into the 
modern person. Eswine is able 
to teach difficult sections of 
this book with clarity. 

Recovering Eden is very help-
ful on at least three levels: (1) 
An excellent book for the aver-
age Christian to read, under-
stand and profit from; (2) An 
excellent commentary for pas-
tors who want to preach and 
teach Ecclesiastes; (3) A help-
ful aid for Christians as they 

witness to non-religious, un-
saved family and friends.

Each chapter concludes with 
questions that reinforce key 
concepts and probe our own 
thoughts and lives. I cannot 
commend Recovering Eden too 
highly. It will stretch you, chal-
lenge you and change you. It will 
help you trust and love Jesus 
more and more.—DON THEOBALD

IMMANUEL IN OUR PLACE
Seeing Christ in Israel’s Worship 
BY TREMPER LONGMAN III 
P & R (2001), 240 pgs
ISBN 978-0875526515

As you read the Old Testament, 
do you ever wonder, “Why did 
God see fit to include all that 
stuff about the tabernacle, sac-
rifices, festivals, the priestly 
rules—and all in excruciatingly, 
meticulous detail? I know, ‘All 
Scripture is God-breathed,’ but 
what relevance does this have 
to me as a twenty-first-century 
Christian?” Enter Tremper Long-
man, professor of biblical stud-
ies at Westmount College. 

There are three things about 
this book that appeal: (1) Its 
simplicity of style. At just over 
200 pages, this is written with 
the everyday Christian in view; 
(2) Its organization. The book 
considers Israel’s worship from 
four vantage points: sacred space, 
sacred acts, sacred people and 
sacred time. I found this div-
ision extremely helpful; (3) Its 
christological emphasis. Read-
ers will not only grow in their 
understanding of the Old Tes-
tament priestly texts but they 

will grow in their appreciation 
and love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as Longman shows how 
the texts point to the One who 
fills all these things to the full.

—GLENN TOMLINSON

REBEL YELL
The violence, passion and redemption 
of Stonewall Jackson
BY S.C. GWYNNE
Scribner (2014), 688 pgs
ISBN 978-1451673289

Born in 1824 in West Virginia, 
orphaned at seven, an average 
cadet at West Point and a below- 
average professor at the Virginia 
Military Institute, Thomas Jack-
son would be dead by 1863—
the result of friendly fire. Yet, 
for twenty-four months, General 
Stonewall Jackson would prove 
to be the South’s greatest mil-
itary leader. “His brilliance was 
that he understood war.” At the 
same time, “he was known to 
everyone as a devout Christian.”

Rebel Yell is a must-read for 
those with a fascination for the 
American Civil War, for those 
who find people fascinating and 
for those who marvel at how 
God saves sinners and enables 
flawed believers to live and be 
faithful in a fallen world. Stone-
wall Jackson died well because 
he believed well. 

Rebel Yell will call your heart 
to respond to a variety of emo-
tions. The cruelty and stagger-
ing loss of life will numb you. 
Yet, you will be in awe of God, 
who saves, sanctifies and brings 
his precious saints safely home.

—DON THEOBALD
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| rewind

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› John Calvin’s gifted-
ness as a teacher was soon recognized after his 
conversion. In fact, according to Calvin’s own 
words, within a year of his conversion those who 
were seeking for “a purer doctrine” than that of 
Rome were seeking him out. Calvin was not a com-

plete novice to teaching. For instance, he had already been in-
volved in giving a series of lectures on Seneca in the late summer 
or early fall of 1533. He now found himself part of a movement in 
France that had been seeking reform within Roman Catholicism 
since the early 1520s. At the heart of this reform movement was 
the biblical scholar Jacques Lefèvre d’Étaples [c.1455–1536; see 
Barnabas, Winter 2014 (Vol. 6, No. 1):20].

By the 1520s, Lefèvre was famous throughout Western Europe 
for the depth of his learning—for many, he was equal to none other 
than that paragon of humanist scholarship, Erasmus. He had spent 
his early career immersed in Aristotelianism and medieval mysti-
cism, but after the appearance of his commentary on the Pauline 
correspondence in 1512, he was increasingly known as a theologian, 
even though he had never had any formal theological education. 

Scholars are divided over whether or not Lefèvre anticipated the 
Lutheran doctrine of justification by faith alone, but what is clear 
is that Lefèvre was deeply appreciative of Luther’s early writings. 
And, in Lefèvre’s later works, especially those after 1518, the 
French scholar completely re-
jected the cult of the saints and 
other aspects of what he re-
garded as corrupt worship 
present in medieval Catholicism. 
In Theodore Beza’s words, 
Lefèvre began “the revival of 
pure religion.” And though there 
were some of Lefèvre’s disciples 
who would so embrace Lefèvre’s 
critique of medieval piety as to 
break with Rome, men like Cal-
vin’s close friend Guillaume 
Farel (1489–1565), there were 
others, including Lefèvre him-
self, who did not see this issue as 
a just cause for separation. Nonetheless, Calvin’s doctrinal convic-
tions concerning true worship—one of the central issues of the 
Reformation—are definitely rooted in Lefèvre’s radical critique of 
late medieval piety.

Persecution
The 1520s had seen episodes of persecution of this reform move-
ment, some of it extremely violent, including the martyrdom of 
Jacques Pauvan, one of Lefèvre’s disciples. Another period of per-
secution occurred in late 1533, following an address on November 1 
by the rector of the University of Paris, Nicolas Cop, one of Calvin’s 
friends. The address, by no means radical by later Protestant stan-
dards—while it does have mild overtones of Lutheranism, also 
contained an invocation of the Virgin Mary—rattled enough of 
the faculty of theology in Paris for them to issue a condemnation 
of both it and Cop. The latter quickly left Paris for Basel. 

With the arrest of those sympathetic to Lutheran ideas beginning 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on early french evangelicals

GOD’S PREPARATION OF JOHN CALVIN FOR MINISTRY

to take place in the wake of Cop’s address, Calvin, known to be a 
friend of Cop, also fled Paris. Calvin’s rooms were searched at the 
time and various papers seized—an indication that he was indeed 
in danger of arrest. Reflecting on this time of persecution nearly 
thirty years later in a sermon on 2 Samuel (1562), Calvin admitted 
that he was terrified and in such distress that he could have wished 
to have been dead to have escaped the agony of the time.

He found safety in Angoulême, France, with a friend, Louis du 
Tillet, who possessed a fabulous library of several thousand vol-
umes. Calvin probably used these works in the spring of 1534 to do 
some of the research that culminated in his Psychopannychia—a 
response to the Anabaptist theory of soul-sleep—that he either 
wrote or finished in Orleans later in the year, though publication 
of this work was delayed until 1542. 

Calvin also found time to visit Lefèvre d’Étaples during this per-
iod. According to Calvin’s biographer, Theodore Beza, Lefèvre 

“was delighted with young Calvin, and predicted that he would 
prove a distinguished instrument in restoring the kingdom of 
heaven in France.” Another trip in this year of travelling was one 
that Calvin took to Noyon, his birthplace. On May 4, the cathedral 
records indicate that Calvin personally resigned one of his bene-
fices. Presumably, the others were given up at the same time. This 
probably signalled Calvin’s final break with Rome and his full-
blooded commitment to the Reformation. Calvin spent the 
months immediately following this May journey in transit: he 
journeyed to Nérac where Marguerite d’Angoulême, the King’s 
sister, held court and was ever favourable to evangelical views; he 
went back to Paris at great risk to meet Michael Servetus (1511–
1553), the future heretic, who failed to keep the appointment; and 
he spent some time in Orléans. 

“Christ’s road is a thorny one”
In the fall of 1534, as he was working on the finishing touches of 
Psychopannychia, an event took place that would push Calvin’s wan-

“So we should learn 
that, in his person, we 
are all being told not 

to make wild and 
irresponsible claims to 

be Christ’s disciples, 
without taking any 

thought for the cross 
and the hardships.…

This is the basic 
training which admits 

us to his school, 
denying ourselves and 

lifting up our cross.”
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derings beyond the realm of France. During the late evening of 
October 17 and the small hours of the morning of October 18, posters 
(placards) were set up in various prominent places in Paris, Rouen, 
Orléans and other French towns, denouncing the mass as an abom-
ination before God. Driving the theological perspective of the man 
behind the posters, Antoine Marcourt, a pastor in Neuchâtel, was 
the soteriology of the Book of Hebrews: What need was there for 
the priestly mediation of the mass when Christ offered himself up 
on the cross to the Father “once for all” (Hebrews 7:27)? A poster 
was even placed on the door of King Francis I’s bedchamber! 
Francis was furious. Evangelical theology was now seen as a posi-
tive danger to the state. Less than four weeks later, over 200 had 
been arrested, twenty-four of whom would be burned as heretics. 
Among the latter was Calvin’s Parisian landlord, Étienne de la Forge. 

So it was that Calvin made the decision to leave France. He 
found refuge, like Cop had done, in the Swiss town of Basel, where 
he arrived in January 1535. Other French evangelicals were there, 
including Guillaume Farel and Pierre Viret (1511–1571), who was 
Swiss-born like Farel, and who, along with Farel, would later be 
numbered among Calvin’s closest friends and colleagues. Powerful 
testimony to what Calvin called “the holy bond of friendship” 
between these three men, a friendship begun during this time in 
Basel, can be found in Calvin’s dedication to them of his commen-
tary on the Pauline epistle of Titus:

I think there has never been in ordinary life a circle of friends 
so heartily bound to each other as we have been in our min-
istry. With both of you I discharged here [that is, Geneva] the 
office of pastor, and so far from there being any appearance of 
rivalry, I always seemed to be of one mind with you.

Calvin also would have had time to reflect on what had taken place 
in France and its implications for Christian discipleship. Years 
later he was able to look back and see what God was doing in his 
life during this time. Some words from his exposition of Matthew 
8:19 (“a scribe came up and said to him, ‘Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go,’” esv) in his commentary on the synoptic 
Gospels well express those later thoughts about God’s work in his 
life in the days following his conversion:

We realize that he was a scribe, a man accustomed to a quiet 
and easy existence, treated with respect, who would be no 
match for hard words or hard times, for persecution, or the 
cross. He wishes to follow Christ, but he imagines to himself 
a soft and pleasant path, lodging with all good things provid-
ed—while Christ’s road is a thorny one for his disciples; it 
leads through endless pains to a cross.…So we should learn 
that, in his person, we are all being told not to make wild and 
irresponsible claims to be Christ’s disciples, without taking 
any thought for the cross and the hardships.…This is the 
basic training which admits us to his school, denying our-
selves and lifting up our cross.

Calvin was learning in the school of Christ that if he would serve 
the Master of the school wholeheartedly, he must walk a “thorny” 
road. In modern parlance, the French scholar (scribe) was being 
taught the cost of discipleship and thus being prepared for his life’s 
work in Geneva. 

Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin is professor of church history and biblical 
spirituality, and director of The Andrew Fuller Center for Baptist Studies, 
at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky.

BY SARAH VLIETSTRA ›› Have you ever substi-
tuted snacks for a balanced meal? How about snack-
ing and vegetating on the couch for weeks on end? 
Resting is an important part of our lives but too 
much relaxing and unhealthy food without action 
leads to serious health issues. 

God designed our bodies to take in calories and put them to use 
through our activity. Spiritually, the concept is the same. We need to 
act on the spiritual food we are fed to build strong muscles for the 
race of faith. Filling a pew and taking notes are incredibly important. 
However, if we don’t apply our knowledge we can easily become like 
“Mr. Potato Head.” Perhaps it’s a humorous example, but it’s sobering 
when we understand its significance. The vintage Mr. Potato Head 
toy has a large potato body with very small arms and legs. As 
Reformed or Calvinistic Christians, we are proud of our religious 
history, replete with men and women of faith who fought to bring us 
the unfettered Word of God. While I appreciate the legacy of faith, 
Don Theobald’s message on finishing the race well at the 2015 Carey 
Conference suggested that Calvinist Christians don’t love people as 

we ought. Why is it so challenging to 
put our faith into practice? Perhaps 
our mental muscle is well exercised 
to defend our doctrine to other 
Christians, but are our arms and feet 
well muscled to give and serve? 

James tells us in his direct style to 
“not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says” 

(1:22). Being accountable to God’s Word not only in knowledge but 
action sends a strong message to the self-serving culture we live in. 
James continues: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world” (1:27). Watch-
ing Do You Believe? and The Drop-Box was extremely convicting as 
both movies demonstrate this verse. Do we even consider taking 
those in need into our homes? Have you had the Holy Spirit encour-
age you to make a significant sacrifice only to use some mental gym-
nastics to convince yourself otherwise? Ignoring or silencing the 
Holy Spirit when given opportunity to serve is a serious problem. 
Don’t forget Ephesians 2:10: “For we are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared for us in ad-
vance to do.” Our culture will tell us we are doing enough and need 
to relax and serve ourselves. Being immersed in Christian theology 
and fellowship can also blind us to the desperate needs of this world. 
We know our unbelieving neighbours need Christ, but we are often 
fearful to share the gospel. Maybe the deeper problem is that we just 
don’t care enough to make an effort to fulfill the Great Commission.

These are hard words to hear and write because the conviction 
is real. Christianity in North America needs a revival, so pray and 
act, dear friends. Get off the spiritual couch and get in the race fol-
lowing the hard-worn path of Paul as “He proclaimed the kingdom 
of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness 
and without hindrance!” (Acts 28:31). Be encouraged to take risks 
and joyfully give of yourself to the cause of Christ, because we have 
truth, the Holy Spirit and an eternity of rest before us. 

| culture COMMENT
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BY HEATHER KENDALL ›› Moving day can be a very stressful 
time. I have experienced many different moves. My dad called 
himself an industrial hobo because he was a mechanical engineer 
who moved often for work. My husband Barry and I were origin-
ally from southern Ontario. Then, two years after we were married, 
we moved to Sudbury, a city in northern Ontario. After that, we 
moved to North Bay and later back to Innisfil, in southern Ontario.

No doubt, some readers have moved more than I have; others 
have moved farther from their birthplace; a few are still living 
close to where they grew up. Only the Lord knows his purpose in 
each of those cases. Staying close to one’s birthplace helps to 
encourage stability of character; moving a lot produces a greater 
flexibility to accept change. I do not mean to imply, however, that 
those two personality traits are opposites.

One thing is clear: God has decided where every person is going 
to live. “From one man he made all the nations, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times 
in history and the boundaries of their lands” (Acts 17:26). Consider 
this: God has determined the exact places where everyone will 
live. Where you live is no accident, for God has placed you there.

Moreover the Lord has not only placed believers in a physical 
address. He has a task for us to accomplish for him. The psalmist 
compares the way of the righteous with that of the wicked. The 
righteous are “like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields 
its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they 
do prospers” (Psalm 1:3). God expects us to produce fruit for him. 
What spiritual job has the Lord given you? Whose life are you to 
influence for good? Who can you speak to about Jesus?

Spiritual lessons derived from moving
So far, I have been considering the fact that God has planted each 
one of us in a particular physical location on this earth. Yet the act 
of moving itself may teach us spiritual lessons. Allow me to tell the 
story of our move from Sudbury to North Bay.

Barry and I were so happy to be moving because we would be a 
little closer to our families in southern Ontario. He worked for the 
provincial government as the northern area librarian with Correc-
tional Services. Since the government had decided to move head 
offices out of Toronto, Correctional Services was moving to North 
Bay. Although we lived in Sudbury, my husband was part of head 
office staff. Therefore, we had to move to North Bay. Because this 
was an employer-initiated move, we did not even have to pack up 
the house.

The morning of packing day dawned overcast and threatening 
rain. I looked in dismay first at the cloudy sky and then at my dog 
Bonnie. The evening before, I had pondered what I would do with 
her while the movers packed our belongings and carried them out-
side to the truck. I had considered tying her up to the clothes dryer 
pole in the backyard. Now, looking outside, I felt mean doing this. 
We had always tied her up to a metal stake in the front yard, but I 
could not do this with the movers going in and out. They might 
trip over the rope. I made my decision. I left her loose, supposedly 

| TEEN beat
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BY MARK HUDSON ›› From an early age, we have 
a growing awareness and understanding of money. 
Very young children enjoy putting coins in piggy 
banks, generally taking pleasure in their physical 
nature, their playability, more than in their intrin-
sic value as a means of currency. However, when it 

is discovered that coins and strange looking bits of paper can be 
exchanged for things, traded for much more interesting stuff, our 
focus on the value, the purchasing power of this money, becomes 
much more focused. Money becomes a means to an end, and 
those ends can run from candy at the Carey Conference to a family 
house in downtown Toronto. 

There are few areas in our lives that are not touched in some 
way by money. The basics of life, unless grown or made with our 
own hands, often need to be purchased: food, clothing, shelter, 
transportation. Even recreation and education often come with a 
price tag. One of the great challenges of life is to find a balance 
between money coming in and money going out. Two outstanding 
questions that display financial maturity are: (1) Do I really need 
this? followed by (2) Can I afford it? The smart person walks away 
if the answer to either, or both, is “No!”

It’s too bad the things we see advertised are often so downright 
attractive. So attractive, in fact, that we are willing to buy them 
with money we don’t yet have. Now, most people don’t pay cash for 
big ticket items such as homes and vehicles, though, in those cases, 
repayment within an affordable budget and in a reasonable time 
frame should be the goal if at all possible. The underlying message 
from the marketing world, subtle or plainly said, is that you are 
not to be content with what you have, but you should desire and 
get bigger, faster, newer, cooler—and you need to do it now! After 
all, they would assert, it is nothing more than what you deserve—
and, besides, everyone else seems to have them.

The Bible, not surprisingly, has a lot to say about something so 
deeply entrenched in our lives. Consider two simple thoughts 

given to Timothy by Paul, “But 
those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and de-
struction. For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evils. It is through 
this craving that some have wan-
dered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pangs” (1 Timothy 6:9–10). As it 
happens so often with us humans, the issue is one of the heart. It 
begins with a seeking, a hunger, for something contrary to what 
the Lord has said is good for us. His command is for us to seek him 
first, after which, he promises, everything else we need will be 
given to us because he loves us. Can we be content to live with 
what the Lord gives? 

He never tells us to avoid earning money or hate having it. It is 
a gift from God, and it can be used to do many wonderful things. 
His command is simply not to love it, for if we do, we will find it 
increasingly difficult to love him. Desire and love always go hand 
in hand. Will we commit to direct both wholeheartedly to God? 

His command is 
simply not to love it, 
for if we do, we will 
find it increasingly 
difficult to love him. 
Desire and love 
always go hand  
in hand. 
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in the house. But sometime that day, she slipped out the open door 
and ran away. 

Our family hoped Bonnie would return that evening after the 
men had left. She didn’t. It appeared as if fear had driven her away. 
We decided Bonnie wanted to escape from the chaos of moving. 
Not surprisingly, she was upset with strange men going in and out 
of her house.

Our neighbour across the street felt badly when he heard Bonnie 
had run away. For a while that morning, he had noticed her lying 
quietly under the tree in the front yard. Since she often did that, 
he did not think anything was wrong. The next day we left Sud-
bury for North Bay with heavy hearts. Before we drove away, our 
neighbour promised to check regularly at the animal shelter for 
our lost dog.

When our thirteen-year-old dog ran away, our family mourned 
her loss. We wondered if a wild animal had killed her. Since we had 
lived near a creek, we knew she could easily find water to drink. 
What would she do for food? Bonnie was lost, but not forgotten by 
my family. We still loved her and missed her.

About four weeks after we moved to North Bay, the phone rang. It 
was the animal shelter near where we had lived. They had picked up 
a dog fitting Bonnie’s description approximately sixteen kilometres 
from our old house. My youngest son Phil and I jumped into the car 
and drove one-and-a-half hours to the shelter. What a happy reunion! 
We saw a very thin, scared version of our dog. I was glad my son was 
with me, or it would have been a very dangerous drive home. I could 
hardly steer properly with a dog trying to stand on my lap.

Our old neighbour had kept his promise. He had phoned the 
shelter almost every day to find out if they had picked up a dog 
fitting Bonnie’s description. If he had not done this, we would 
never have had six more years to enjoy her company. Of course, 
she was never quite the same dog after such a horrendous experi-
ence. (Some of my children question whether or not it was the 
same dog!) We often found her cowering under our bed in fear.

Every time I think about that move, I remember the story of the 
prodigal son. We are like my dog Bonnie and like the prodigal son. 
We turn our back on our heavenly Father and choose to go our own 
way, with devastating consequences. Bonnie grew thinner from 
lack of food; the prodigal son wished that he could eat the husks 
meant for the pigs. We deserve eternal punishment for our rebel-
lion. Yet God never stops loving us and waiting for us to repent of 
our sin and come back to his loving arms. No one is too far gone in 
sin to return to the Father. 

Our heavenly address
At his last supper, Jesus told his disciples, “My Father’s house has 
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going there to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:2). Paul explains:

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on 
living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet 
what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the 
two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by 
far (Philippians 1:21–23). 

Paul also writes, “We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 
5:8). As soon as a believer dies, the spirit of that person leaves his 
or her body and begins living in the Father’s house with Jesus. 
Theologians call this situation the intermediate state between 
death and the second return of Christ. Even in heaven, we will 
have an address, although obviously not a physical one.

Every true believer has the sure hope of seeing Jesus someday in 
heaven. But this is not the end of the story. When Jesus returns, he 
will usher in the new heavens and new earth, the dwelling place of 
the redeemed forever. At Jesus’ second coming, we will receive an 
immortal spiritual body like Christ’s and a permanent address in 
the new heaven and earth.

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Sav-
ior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his control, will trans-
form our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious 
body (Philippians 3:20–21).

You are to distribute this land among yourselves according to 
the tribes of Israel. You are to allot it as an inheritance for your-
selves and for the foreigners residing among you and who have 
children. You are to consider them as native-born Israelites; 
along with you they are to be allotted an inheritance among 
the tribes of Israel.… “And the name of the city from that time 
on will be: the lord is there” (Ezekiel 47:21–22; 48:35).

John echoes Ezekiel:

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell 
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God” (Revelation 21:3).

No more moving! 

Heather Kendall is the author of A Tale of Two Kingdoms and God’s 
Unfolding Story of Salvation: The Christ-Centered Biblical Storyline.
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› “Be very careful, then,” 
Paul writes to the Ephesians, “how you live—not 
as unwise but as wise, making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 
5:15–16). A Christian who takes seriously Paul’s 
warning might wonder whether reading works of 

fiction (e.g., novels, plays and poetry) is a good use of his or her time. 
Even C.S. Lewis—who devoted much of his career and life to the 
study of fiction—writes, “The Christian knows from the outset that 
the salvation of a single soul is more important than the production 
or preservation of all the epics and tragedies in the world.” The argu-
ment follows, then, that Christians should instead devote them-
selves to the Scriptures and to read-
ing important works of theology, 
Christian living and biographies of 
saints… In other words, we should 
invest our time reading books about 
real events and real concerns. 

The problem is that God made us 
to delight in stories. We learn best from stories. Sometimes the 
most winning and clear portions of a theology book are anec-
dotes—short stories—illustrating the point being made. Stories 
are powerful teachers because they “show” rather than “tell.” The 
parables of Jesus are great examples of the power of literary im-
agination to teach complex and mysterious truths. Consider also 
the compelling tale told by Nathan the prophet to awaken King 
David to the depth of his sin with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12). 

The Scriptures, as a whole, use story elements and contain both 
historical and fictional stories. Eugene Peterson observes, 

[S]tory is the primary way in which the revelation of God is 
given to us. The Holy Spirit’s literary genre of choice is story. 

| the ARTS
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Story isn’t simple or naïve form of speech from which we 
graduate to the more sophisticated “higher” languages of phil-
osophy or mathematics…. The biblical story comprises other 
literary forms—sermons and genealogies, prayers and letters, 
poems and proverbs—but story carries them all.

The Bible is a literary work—divinely inspired, unique and 
true—but still, it is a book that tells the “old, old story” using liter-
ary elements.

Stories also grow out of our human creativity, and God himself 
is the supreme creative one. Our creative impulse is derived 
from him. He is the great story-teller; we, who are created in 
his image, simply reflect this attribute of our Maker. Francis 
Schaeffer writes, 

If Christianity is really true, then it involves the whole man, 
including his intellect and creativeness. Christianity is not 
just “dogmatically” true or “doctrinally” true. Rather, it is true 
to what is there, true in the whole area of the whole man in all 
of life.

If we limit ourselves to only one sort of reading, then we miss out 
on a richer and fuller understanding of the Christian experience 
in this world, an experience that includes creativity.

God has not called us to retreat to intellectual monasteries 
where we only read doctrine and theology. Rather, we are to en-
gage and understand the world that God has placed us in. One of 
the best ways to understand our world, and our fellow human be-
ings, is to read the best works of literature available. You will learn 
more about humanity, you will learn a great deal about yourself 
and you will enrich your appreciation of our creative God who 
made us with creative hearts and minds! 

The parables of Jesus 
are great examples  

of the power of 
literary imagination 

to teach complex and 
mysterious truths. 

MIGHTY (LIVE)
KRISTENE DIMARCO
Tim Neufeld (2015)

This worship album, released this July, 
is the third album by artist Kristene 
DiMarco. The original lyrics of each 
song (several of which draw on cher-
ished hymns) focus on the glory of 

God and experience of Christians in drawing near to Christ in 
times of ease and times of struggle. DiMarco has strong vocals that 
are complimented by her song-writing abilities. The album was re-
corded live and her performance is raw and emotional; the songs 
inspire the listener to raise their hands in worship, and many of 
the songs could be incorporated into church worship services 
(such as her ballad “It is Well” which is going over very well at 
Grace Bible Church, Cambridge). This is an excellent album that 
is well-worth the purchase.—JODI DAM

ADORE
Christmas songs of worship
CHRIS TOMLIN
sixstepsrecords/Sparrow (2015)

Just in time for the holiday season, an 
early gift from Chris Tomlin. From the 
first track, which takes lines from 
Christina Rossetti’s “In the Bleak Mid-

winter,” Tomlin and others have written new songs or adapted 
older carols with new choruses and arrangements. Taking up the 
talents of others like  Lauren Daigle, Kristyn Getty, David Crowder 
and Sons & Daughters, the vocals on this album are a great offering 
of worship to the incarnate Son. As always, solid theology rever-
berates through Tomlin’s work, reinforcing the marvellous truths 
that give real meaning to the Christmas season. Adore comes across 
as both fresh and majestic, and will be a worthwhile addition to 
your holiday listening.—JANICE VAN ECK
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POETRY

Tiny tokens
The murmur of a waterfall
 A mile away,
The rustle when a robin lights
 Upon a spray,
The lapping of a lowland stream
 On dipping boughs,
The sound of grazing from a herd
 Of gentle cows,
The echo from a wooded hill
 Of cuckoo’s call,
The quiver through the meadow grass
 At evening fall:—
Too subtle are these harmonies
 For pen and rule,
Such music is not understood
 By any school:
But when the heart is overwrought,
 It hath a spell,
Beyond all human skill and power,
 To make it well.

The memory of a kindly word
 For long gone by,
The fragrance of a fading flower
 Sent lovingly,
The gleaming of a sudden smile
 Or sudden tear,
The warmer pressure of the hand,
 The tone of cheer,
The hush that means ‘I cannot speak,
 But I have heard!’
The note that bears only a verse
 From God’s own Word:—
Such tiny things we hardly count
 As ministry;
The givers deeming they have shown
 Scant sympathy:
But when the heart is overwrought,
 Oh, who can tell
The power of such tiny things
 To make it well!

—Frances Ridley Havergal (1836–1879)
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BIBLE FOCUS

In the shadow of your wings
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› Read Psalm 17. This is a prayer of David, likely when he was being 
pursued by Saul and his cohorts. In the face of his enemies, David reminds God of his own 
character as he pleads for deliverance and for God to hear him.

1. David pleads his own righteousness and the fact that he has held fast to God’s paths. See 
verse 5. What does he ask God to show him?

2. David affirms his faith that God will answer him (verse 6). Why does God hear the prayers 
of his people?

3. Read verse 15 again. What is David talking about in this verse?

Word search
answer
apple
awake
confront
cry
deceit
eye
face
feet
hearts
hide
likeness
lion
lips
pity
prayer
righteousness
satisfied
shadow
vindication
violent
wicked
wings

DID YOU KNOW?
›› The marsh harrier (above) is one of 34 species of Accipitridae (eagles, harriers, hawks, 
kites and Old World vultures) that are found in Israel.
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     and the sick

CRA Registration #849829619RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

Partner with us as we seek to be the loving hands and feet of Christ, reaching out through Sovereign Grace churches 
in India: nurturing orphans, caring for widows, serving children at feeding centres and providing community medical care.

Visit our website… www.glorygrace.org

orphans wIdows MedIcal traffIckIng chIldren poverty

CRA Registration #864940291RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

www.careyoutreach.org · www.careyuniversity.org

Training spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nationsTraining spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nationsTraining spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nations

PARTNER WITH US as we train pastors and spiritual leaders

MADAGASCAR ⋅ LEBANON ⋅ NEPAL ⋅ BHUTAN ⋅ EGYPT ⋅ INDIA
OUTER MONGOLIA ⋅ PHILIPPINES ⋅ FAR EAST

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION


