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THE SOVEREIGN GRACE 
Fellowship Ladies Retreat 
was held on May 1–2, 2015, 
at Redeemer University 
College in Ancaster. A large 
group of approximately 80 
women from the SGF and 
other churches gathered to 
learn, to fellowship, and to 
worship as sisters in Christ. 

Our speaker for the retreat 
was Janice Dyck (Grace Bap-
tist Church, Ottawa), who 
spent the weekend sharing 
with us on the theme of 
suffering. Over two days we 
had three sessions that 
focused in on what our 
suffering reveals to us about 
God, how can we manage 
and react to suffering in a 
way that honours God and 

learning more about the 
specific suffering of depres-
sion. Though none of us 
choose suffering, we all will 
experience it, and the week- 
end was a good preparation 
and reminder of the import-
ance of choosing to trust 
God when life is painful and 
doesn’t make sense. 

We also had a session 
entirely devoted to worship 
and three testimonies by 
women who have undergone 
suffering in their own lives. It 
was a sweet time hearing 
how God had personally and 
graciously given them grace 
through a myriad of hard 
experiences and how he 
sustains his children.

We enjoyed the book 

table supplied by Reformed 
Book Services and used the 
breaks between sessions to 
enjoy a little shopping!  
The food was (again) 
excellent, and it was great 
to enjoy some extended 
time chatting with old and  
new friends over meals.  
A huge thanks to all of  
the ladies involved in 
preparation, planning and 
leading the retreat!

For women who share a 
love for Jesus Christ and a 
desire to grow ever closer to 
Him, it was an encouraging 
weekend. If you have never 
attended a retreat, I recom-
mend you come and be 
refreshed with us! 
—Sarah Van Hartingsveldt

LADIES RETREAT: A chorus of ladies’ voices from over 25 different churches joined in song.

AUGUST 22–28, 2015
CAREY CONFERENCE
Speaker: Geoffrey Thomas
Evening theme: Perfections 
of God
You won’t want to miss this 
great opportunity for fellow-
ship, teaching and a family 
camp experience. Programs 
for kids & youth.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. For more details 
or to register online, see
www.careyconference.net

SEPTEMBER 19, 2015
SGF PRAYER MEETING
Time: 10 a.m.–noon
Open to all who would like 
to join in a time of prayerful 
thanksgiving and interces-
sion for the people and the 
work of the SGF and of the 
wider world. Bring your own 
lunch, beverages provided.
Held at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON.
www.sgfcanada.com

SEPTEMBER 26, 2015
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Theme: The self-controlled 
man
Speaker: Stephen Kring
Time: 8 a.m.–10:00 a.m.
If you would like to attend 
please email Mark Hudson: 
houseofhud@quickclic.net
Held at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON.
www.trinity-baptist-church.
com

NOVEMBER 13–14, 2015
SGF ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
Details to come but mark 
these dates on your calen- 
dar and plan to attend!
Held at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church,  
Sarnia, ON.
www.sgfcanada.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN 
EVENT? LET BARNABAS 
KNOW. SEND AN EMAIL TO: 
janicevaneck@rogers.com

| news & EVENTS

A VERY BLESSED RETREAT

SOVEREIGN GRACE Family Church (SGFC) is on the move 
again. Since 2009, they have met in four different locations. 
This time it may be a more permanent move. 

Back in December 2014, they joined Sidney Baptist Church 
(SBC) for a joint Christmas Eve service in their building. Pas-
tor Cliff Linnard brought the message, and the SGFC music 
team led the singing of Christmas carols.

This January, Pastor Scott of SBC resigned to go with his 
family to Ireland as missionaries with TEAM. He explained to 
Cliff that SBC would be without a pastor in June, and because 
of hard times would not be able to hire another pastor. He 
thought maybe the churches could come together. 

So the leaders of both churches began to meet and seek the 
Lord’s direction. Each congregation also met separately to get 
their input, and both churches were 100% in agreement that 
the leaders should continue meeting. In the meantime, the two 
churches had two more joint services with Pastor Cliff preach-
ing and the SGFC music team leading in song. 

It was finally decided and approved by both churches that 
they would join together as two churches in one service of 
worship held in Sidney Baptist Church.

The first official service together was Sunday, June 14, 2015. 
It was a grand day! Pastor Cliff reminded the congregation 

UNDER ONE ROOF
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BY JANA VANDERZWAAG ›› Have you ever enjoyed a conversa-
tion with a friend or acquaintance, only to leave feeling discour-
aged and discontent because your life seems lacklustre in compari-
son? Perhaps this person travels the world, competes in a high-level 
sport, writes an influential blog or runs a successful business. You 
live an “ordinary” life. You work a steady job, raise sinful children, 
maintain your non-Pinterest home, and pay bills to repair an un-
exceptional vehicle. Are your gifts really being used to their full 
capacity? Given the opportunity to bloom, you really could do so 
much more to reach your potential. Most of us have felt this 
twinge at one time or another, and sometimes it is all-consuming. 
In our humanity, we crave recognition and appreciation, but as 
Christians, our satisfaction with life should not depend on earthly 
accomplishments. Here are four suggestions to pursue as you seek 
contentment: remember the source of your inherent value, accept 
the role God has given you, strive for excellence in your sphere of 
influence and be faithfully in God’s Word. 

First, remember the essence and origin of the Christian’s worth. 
We were created in God’s image, and then purchased by saving 
grace. The great God of the universe was willing to pay not thou-
sands or millions of dollars for your soul, but an infinite price: 
Jesus’ very blood. That makes you worth so much more than the 
fame, beauty and success that our society proposes as ultimate 
acquisitions. Thus, you can rest contentedly in your position, 
whether it is one of earthly importance or not.

Second, since your very existence has worth flowing from God 
himself, whatever position you currently hold is valuable! Do not 
think that you could do greater things for God. He has done all for 
you! Whether you work on an assembly line, rule a country or 
potty-train toddlers, accept your position as one of dignity, be-
cause you do it in service of your Creator. 

Third, accepting your lot in life is not a mandate for compla-
cency. On the contrary, whatever you do, do it with all your might! 
Make it your goal to excel at whatever he has entrusted to you to-
day. A job well-done honours the Lord, and even if no human ever 
sees and appreciates your effort, God is a boss worth pleasing! 

Fourth, unfortunately our resolve to pursue this path will surely 
fail when attempted in our own strength. The only way to make 
steps toward contentment is to daily seek God’s help. Be rooted in 
Scripture and let your relationship with God himself satisfy your 
thirsty soul. His Word is alive, accomplishing the purposes for 
which God sends it forth. The Holy Spirit will help you as you seek 
joy and satisfaction. God himself is the only remedy to fill the ach-
ing void in every human heart. 

On this side of heaven, our hearts will always face unfulfilled 
desires. When the temptations toward discontentment arise, we 
can fight them by meditating on God as the source of our inherent 
value, purposefully accepting our roles, striving for excellence in 
whatever position God places us and faithfully cultivating our rela-
tionship with him. A satisfied life is an appealing sight in this dis-
satisfied world, and therefore aids us in attracting unbelievers to 
Christ. May we with Paul be able to say, “I consider my life worth 
nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the 
task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good 
news of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24). 

| GUEST column

FINDING  
CONTENTMENT

NEWSBYTES
+ Grimsby Bible Church, Grimsby, ON
Pastor David Ens has recently resigned his position as 
pastor of Grimsby Bible Church. Please pray for him and 
for the congregation as they look to the Lord for 
guidance on what their next steps should be.

+ SGF Pastors’ Retreat
The Pastor’s retreat went very well, though numbers 
were down a bit this year. Dr. Stephen Wellum of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary presented four 
papers on “Christ Alone: (1) In all of Scripture; (2) In his 
own person; (3) In his work; and (4) In the lives of 
Christians. Papers were also presented by Bob Pen-
hearow, Roger Fellows and Don Theobald. The men who 
attended expressed sincere appreciation for all they 
heard as well as the blessings that come with fellowship 
with other men of faith.—Mark Hudson

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

that what they were doing was “unprecedented” and “extra-
ordinary” and that they should remember: “God is in control 
and that God has a plan and a purpose in this. And we know 
that whatever happens, it will be for our good and for his glory.”

They will continue to operate as two churches with separ-
ate budgets and leadership. If the summer months go well 
and all are in agreement, they will combine their Sunday 
school and ladies’ and men’s meetings in the fall. In 2016, they 
will consider a common budget and later the possibility of a 
full amalgamation.

Sidney Baptist Church has a long history in Ontario. In 1802, 
Asa Turner and two other American missionaries formed the 
Thurlow Baptist Association, the first association in Ontario, 
but it wasn’t until March 22, 1829, that a congregation was 
finally formed. The first structure was built in 1852 and later 
replaced by a much larger brick building in 1878. This is the 
building that remains today.

God has certainly been leading through this whole process. 
SGFC is pleased to have a building they can call home and 
SBC is pleased to have a pastor and a music team to lead in 
the worship of God.

Technically, they are no longer in Belleville but on the bor-
der of Belleville and Stirling, ON. (For hockey fans, Stirling 
was named the 2012 Kraft Hockeyville.) So God has placed 
them into a new community as well as a new home.

Please pray with them throughout the summer months as 
they focus on uniting the two congregations under one roof. 
As Pastor Cliff said: “As Paul has modelled a prayer for us, let 
us get down on our knees and pray to the Father for the 
power to make this union work in a way that we comprehend 
in knowledge and deed the blessings of being in Christ and in 
the love of Christ, to the glory of God the Father and for the 
future of our church.”—Cliff Linnard
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BY SARAH VLIETSTRA ›› Is your summer already 
scheduled? Busy with family barbeques, holidays, 
church cleaning, VBS, the Carey Conference? Sud-
denly, there isn’t a weekend left un-inked on the 
calendar. Have you penciled in some reading 
goals? I usually have a stack that takes more pack-

ing space than necessary. Unfortunately, it’s the fluffy beach reads 
that are consumed first, leaving the spiritual heavyweights on the 
bottom of the pile. But what about the pure goodness of the Word 
of God? Shamefully, that has been only weekly for a long time for 
me. Why do I wonder where this spiritual lethargy comes from 
when I am connected to my Father so fragilely? And when I rail 
against him for the pain I feel, the first real conversation we’ve had 
in a while begins. Experiencing loss and walking with others 
through their sorrow is painful, but it brings me back to the feet of 
Jesus. It strips away the I-can-do-it-myself Martha heart, rendering 
a silent, dependent and listening Mary. “Be still and know that I 
am God.” Have you had a moment like that lately? 

Are you uncomfortable in the quiet? Looking for the next dis-
traction? Start with small steps to being still: go for a drive or a 
walk without music. Listen to creation, alive and actively praising, 
and join the anthem. Meditation is gaining popularity but if it’s not 
tapped into the true Source of life, it can feed the cult of self. Medi-
tating on the Saviour and his unquenchable grace brings renewed 
life. Meditating on Scripture provides solid truth to navigate life. 
In her moving book, Hearing Jesus Speak into Your Sorrow, Nancy 
Guthrie exhorts: “The words written on the pages of your Bible are 
not just detached religious dialogue that fails to intersect with 
your difficult reality. They are God’s personal message to you.” 
Echo the psalmist in Psalm 85:8,9,13: “I will hear what God the 
Lord will speak, for He will speak peace to His people and to His 
saints; but let them not turn back to folly…. Righteousness will go 
before Him, and shall make His footsteps our pathway.”

In the quiet, we can be recharged through communion with our 
Creator. It’s the spiritually minded that are equipped for Satan’s 
attacks of earthbound life. John Owen encourages us to focus on 
the prize: eternal glory in perfect communion. He writes: 

In that journey or pilgrimage wherein we are engaged towards 
a heavenly country, we are sure to meet with all kinds of dan-
gers, difficulties and perils. It is not a general notion of bless-
edness that will excite and work in us a spiritual, refreshing 
hope. But when we think and meditate on future glory as we 
ought, that grace which is neglected for the most part as unto 
its benefit, and dead as unto its exercise, will of all others be 
most vigorous and active.

Living in the joy of the Lord doesn’t eliminate struggles, but it 
prepares us for the pain, loss and brokenness of this world.  Jesus 
tells us directly in John 16:22: “Therefore, you now have sorrow; but 
I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one 
will take from you.” So ink in some quiet, being-still time with our 
Saviour and pencil in other commitments as secondary to the most 
vital relationship you have. Pack only your Bible for vacation read-
ing to prepare for the present and get equipped for future glory. 

TAKING TIME TO  
BE STILL

IS YOUR FUTURE 
IN MISSIONS?

BY MARK HUDSON ›› Merry-Lynn and I recently 
visited a mission prep college when we were in 
Europe. We had the privilege to hear reports from 
about thirty-five first- and second-year students 
who had just returned from short-term mission 
trips to various countries all over the world. The 

accounts were both exciting and inspirational and, for some of the 
participants, unexpectedly transformational. All of these young 
people were exploring possible areas of service, as well as testing 
their own abilities and resolve to pursue missions on a full-time 
basis. One group was in Nepal when the recent earthquake struck 
and witnessed the aftermath of suffering and misery among many 
of the Nepalese; they were able to offer help to some in need. One 
young man travelled extensively through the UAE in the Middle 
East, witnessing to young people in hostels and at markets. Others 
worked with small churches and children’s groups in Kazakh-
stan, Cambodia and Mongolia. We were fascinated to hear of one 
church in Romania being led by a group of young men who had 
attended a missionary couple’s youth sessions when they were just 
nine or ten years old; they had grown up to take positions of lead-

ership in a newly established 
church. We were touched by the 
zeal, compassion and determina-
tion of this group of young people 
who were looking to be used by the 
Lord in whatever area of service he 
called them to.

The question often came into my 
mind, “What motivates a young per-

son to pursue the possibility of missions as a life calling?” After all, 
there are so many other callings that offer a more traditional—and 
comfortable—approach to earning a living, raising a family, mak-
ing an impact and “changing the world.” What makes people turn 
from pursuing the familiar and well-known to pursuing what is 
often unfamiliar and largely unknown? Many find their journey 
begins with a heart that aches for those in real need—an ache that 
will just not go away. If it were simply a social, economic or educa-
tional need, they could join numerous world organizations that 
operate on that level. However, the need they desire to see met is 
a spiritual one, and they have come to see missions as the most di-
rect and effective avenue of help. There are people without the 
gospel of Jesus Christ who need to have it! 

I have no doubt that this stirring, this agitation of spirit and the 
longing to go personally and get involved, is of the Lord. Even 
though it is clear from Scripture that we are all to be involved in 
worldwide evangelistic outreach, there is a particular group of 

“goers” that the Lord raises up to work the front lines: translators, 
teachers, church planters, youth workers, technical and transpor-
tation support, etc. It involves leaving the familiar and expected 
and passing through doors to any number of potential service 
careers that are used by him to build his church. If you find your 
own heart being moved, being drawn into the potential for mis-
sion service, I encourage you to pray specifically about it, speak to 
your parents and to your pastor as you explore the possibility. You 
may be a “goer” the Lord is preparing to send! 

…the need they 
desire to see met is  
a spiritual one and 
they have come to 
see missions as the 
most direct and 
effective avenue  
of help.
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Introducing Andrew Fuller

A ndrew Fuller was born in 1754, in Wicken, a small agricultural village in the 
fens of Cambridgeshire. His parents Robert Fuller (1723–1781) and Philippa 
Gunton (1726–1816), were farmers who rented a succession of dairy farms. 
In 1761, his parents moved a short distance to Soham, where, along with his 

COVER STORY

parents and two brothers, Robert and John, 
he began to regularly attend the local Cal-
vinistic Baptist church. Despite the fact 
that the Soham church was ruled by a 
hyper-Calvinistic mindset in which the 

ANDREW FULLER
AND THE SPIRITUAL  

NURTURE OF HIS CHILDREN   
BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN

“ LET ME TEACH YOU THE  
GOOD AND THE RIGHT WAY”
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preaching was never purposely aimed at 
the conversion of the unconverted, it was 
here in Soham that Fuller was genuinely 
born again in November 1769. After being 
baptized the following spring, he became a 
member of the church. In 1774, at the 
young age of twenty, Fuller was called to 
the pastorate of this work. He stayed until 
1782, when he became the pastor of the 
Calvinistic Baptist congregation at Ketter-
ing, Northamptonshire, a market town in 
the East Midlands. He pastored at Ketter-
ing till his death in 1815.

Fuller’s time as a pastor in Soham was a 
decisive period for the shaping of his theo-
logical convictions. He wrestled initially 
with how to preach to the lost, as he had 
had no models from which to learn. He 
eventually decided to read the Gospels and 
the book of Acts to see how the Lord Jesus 
and the apostles dealt with those who were 
unconverted. This not only taught him 
how to preach to unbelievers but also gave 
him a profound desire to live wholly under 
the authority of the infallible Scriptures. 
As he later said about the Bible:

If any man venerate the authority of 
Scripture, he must receive it as being 
what it professes to be, and for all the 
purposes for which it professes to be 
written. If the Scriptures profess to be 
Divinely inspired, and assume to be 
the infallible standard of faith and 
practice, we must either receive them 
as such, or, if we would be consistent, 
disown the writers as imposters.

It was also during this period in Soham 
that Fuller began a life-long study of the 
works of the American divine Jonathan Ed-
wards, which, along with his devotion to 
the Bible, enabled Fuller to become, in the 
words of his close friend and first biog-
rapher John Ryland, Jr. (1753–1825), “per-
haps the most judicious and able theo-
logical writer that ever belonged to our 
denomination.” Succeeding generations 
have confirmed Ryland’s estimation of his 
friend. The Victorian Baptist preacher, 
C.H. Spurgeon, called Fuller the “greatest 
theologian” of his century, while E.F. Clip-
sham, a twentieth-century Baptist histor-
ian and a careful student of Fuller’s writ-
ings, has described him as “one of the 
outstanding evangelical leaders of his day.” 

But what was this great theologian like 
at home with his family? It is sad to dis-
cover sometimes that men who are re-
nowned for their doctrinal or pastoral con-
tributions to the life of the church are not 
at all good husbands or good fathers. But 

in many respects, this is the true test of 
one’s theological stature, in the “ordinary 
things” of family life.

Fuller’s family
Fuller’s first wife was Sarah Gardiner 
(1756–1792). Married on December 23, 
1776, she and Andrew subsequently had 
eleven children, of whom seven died in in-
fancy, three at Soham and four at Ketter-
ing. Of the other four, two predeceased 
their father, Sarah (1779–1786) and Robert 
(1782–1809). Fuller could rejoice that the 
other two children from this first marriage, 
John and Mary, both knew and loved the 
Lord. Fuller’s first wife died giving birth to 
their eleventh child, appropriately named 
Bathoni, on August 23, 1792. 

Two years later, Fuller married Ann 
Coles (1763–1825), a pastor’s daughter. 
When Fuller’s mother, Philippa, heard of 
her son’s impending second marriage, she 
told him that she wished his “poor chil-
dren well.” “Have you any reason to fear 
the contrary?” her son asked her. Philippa 

Fuller admitted she didn’t, but she reck-
oned that she herself would “not have 
made a good step-mother.” Fuller, ever the 
plain speaker, replied to his mother, “And 
so from thence you judge that others will 
be the same. For my part I am persuaded 
now that I should be a kind father to any 
family put under my care.” As we shall see 
from a brief study of Fuller’s relationships 
with two of his children, Fuller proved in-
deed to be “a kind father.” 

He and Ann had six children. Of these 
six, three, who were daughters, died in in-
fancy. Another, also called Sarah (1797–
1816), died just over a year after her father. 
The remaining two were sons, Andrew 
Gunton, who wrote a number of biograph-
ical studies of his father, and William.

All told, Fuller had seventeen children, 
of whom ten died in infancy and one be-
fore she was ten. This startling figure is 
typical of this era, where it is estimated 
that one in two English children did not 
reach their tenth birthday. 

Sarah Fuller
When Sarah was born at Soham on Decem-
ber 7, 1779, Fuller wrote in his diary that he 
had “committed her to God,” a commit-
ment that he renewed a number of times 
over the following months. On one occa-
sion, when she was about eight months old, 
he said, he looked at her “as she lay smiling 
in her cradle.” Deeply affected at the sight, 
he took her up into his arms and sought a 
place in the house where he could pray for 
her in private. He wrote in his diary that he 

“wrestled hard with God for a blessing; at 
the same time, offering her up, as it were, 
and solemnly presenting her to the Lord for 
acceptance.” At the time he wrote the fol-
lowing lines for this one whom he called 
the “darling of my soul”:

In whose kind hand shall I thy 
welfare leave?

Not in mine own—myself I cannot 
save;

Jesus! To thee an offering here I give:
Lord, hear an ‘O that Ishmael might 

live!’

She was a vivacious child, though always 
had a delicate constitution. As she grew, 
she became extremely proficient in spell-
ing and reading. Outwardly she was ex-
tremely obedient to her parents. Fuller 
would later recall that only once did he 
have to spank her and that was when she 
told a lie around the age of four. 

She was taken ill with the measles in De-
cember 1785, at the home of Fuller’s close 

COVER STORY

Fuller’s reading of the works of Jonathan 
Edwards (1703–1758) deepened his 
theological acumen.

The Kettering gravestone of the three 
daughters of Andrew and Ann Fuller.
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friend John Ryland. Although it appears 
that she got over the measles, the disease 
had weakened her constitution sufficiently 
that during the early months of 1786, she 
was often subject to violent fevers. One 
evening in March of that year, she asked 
her father to pray with her. Fuller recorded 
their ensuing conversation as follows:

‘What do you wish me to pray for, my 
dear?’ said I. She answered, ‘That God 
would bless me, and keep me, and save 
my soul.’ ‘Do you think then, that you 
are a sinner?’ ‘Yes, father.’ Fearing lest 
she did not understand what she said, I 
asked her, ‘What is sin, my dear?’ She 
answered, ‘Telling a story.’ I compre-
hended this, and it went to my heart. 
‘What, then, (I said,) you remember, do 
you, my having corrected you once, for 
telling a story?’ ‘Yes, father.’ ‘And are 
you grieved for having so offended 
God?’ ‘Yes, father.’ I asked her, if she did 
not try to pray herself. She answered, ‘I 
sometimes try, but I do not know how 
to pray; I wish you would pray for me, 
till I can pray for myself.’ As I continued 
to sit by her, she appeared much deject-
ed. I asked her the reason. She said, ‘I 
am afraid I should go to hell.’ ‘My dear, 
(said I,) who told you so?’ ‘Nobody, 
(said she,) but I know, if I do not pray to 
the Lord, I must go to hell.’ I then went 
to prayer with her, with many tears.

Over the following weeks the serious-
ness of her condition became very evident 
to her parents. Fuller spent extra time with 
her, taking her out riding with him or 
carrying her as he walked in the fields near 
Kettering, all the while speaking to her of 
the pleasures of heaven. 

One day, as she was lying in bed, her 
father read to her from the last few verses 
of Revelation 7 and spoke of the joy of be-
ing in the presence of Christ for eternity. 
He hoped the passage would cheer her. It 
had, it appears, the opposite effect. Fuller 
asked his daughter why she was unhappy. 
She refused to answer and remained silent. 
Fuller asked her if she was afraid to go to 
heaven. “Yes,” she answered. “But what 
makes you afraid, my dear?’ her father 
tenderly inquired of her. Her answer and 
his own response to it were later noted in 
Fuller’s diary:

‘Because (said she, with a tone of grief 
that pierced me to the heart,) I have 
sinned against the Lord.’ ‘True, my 
dear, (said I,) you have sinned against 
the Lord; but the Lord is more ready 

to forgive you, if you are grieved for 
offending him, than I can be to for-
give you, when you are grieved for of-
fending me; and you know how ready 
I am to do that.’ I then told her of the 
great grace of God, and the love of 
Christ to sinners. I told her of his 
mercy in forgiving a poor, wicked 
thief, who, when he was dying, prayed 
to him to save his soul. At this she 
seemed cheered, but said nothing.

As her body wasted away and it became 
obvious that nothing could be done to save 
her life, Fuller became importunate in 
prayer for the salvation of her soul. On one 
occasion, he was so distressed that he lit-
erally threw himself prostrate upon the 
floor of his house, crying out to God to save 
her. In a diary entry from the previous year, 
when she had first fallen ill, he had written 
of her and his other children, “Oh! I could 
give up their bodies; but I want to see piety 
reigning in their souls, before they go 
hence.” Yet when it became evident that 
she was dying his heart was wracked with 
grief. His anguish of soul actually made 
him quite ill for a few days. And it was 
while he was lying sick in bed that his 
daughter died on May 30, 1786, at six and a 
half years old. 

She was buried two days later, on June 1. 
Though still quite weak from his own ill-
ness, Fuller attended his daughter’s funer-
al, and wrote in his diary later that day:

I feel, in general now, a degree of calm 
resignation. Surely, there is solid rea-
son to hope that she has not lived in 
vain; and if she is but reared for God, it 
matters not when she died. I feel a solid 
pleasure in reflecting on our own con-
duct in her education: surely we en-
deavoured to bring her up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord; and 
I trust our endeavours were not in vain.

Robert Fuller
How different is the story of Sarah’s older 
brother Robert, who was named after 
either Fuller’s own father or one of his 
brothers. In May 1796, when Robert was 
around the age of fourteen, Fuller secured 
for his teenage son a trial position in the 
warehouse of William Burls, a successful 
London merchant and a deacon at Carter 
Lane Baptist Church. Prior to this, Robert 
had expressed a desire to become a minis-
ter. Since he had never openly professed 
faith in Christ, however, his father wisely 
never encouraged him in the direction of 
pastoral ministry. As Fuller wrote on the 

day Robert went up to London:

My heart has been much exercised 
about him. The child is sober, and ten-
der in his spirit: I find, too, that he 
prays in private; but whether he really 
be godly, I know not. Sometimes, he 
has expressed a desire after the min-
istry: but I always considered that as 
arising from the want of knowing 
himself. About a year and a half ago, I 
felt a very affecting time in pleading 
with God on his behalf. Nothing ap-
peared to me so desirable for him, as 
that he might be a servant of God. I 
felt my heart much drawn out to de-
vote him to the Lord, in whatever way 
he might employ him.

The situation in Burls’ warehouse, though, 
did not work out and, by 1797, Robert was 
back in Kettering. The father detected in his 
son a growing instability, which gave grow-
ing urgency to his prayer that his son “might 
be renewed in his spirit, and be the Lord’s.” 
An apprenticeship was found for him in 
Kettering, but Robert was ever restless and, 
in 1798, joined the army. Robert’s restless 
disposition caused Fuller great distress, 

but in a letter that the latter wrote to Ry-
land, he told him: “I have, indeed, had a 
sore trial…but I do not recollect any trial 
of my life, in which I had more of a spirit of 
prayer, and confidence in God.”

When it was discovered in the army that 
Robert was an apprentice, he was given a 
discharge. Again, his father found a position 
for him, but this too did not work out. In 
1799, Robert joined the Marines. By May of 
the following year, however, he found he 
had little liking for this either, and asked his 
father to see if he could get him discharged. 
Another discharge was procured and yet an-
other job found for him. But Robert, “hav-
ing acquired a habit of roving,” to use the 
words of Ryland, had left this position with-
in a month. His father was devastated. “O 
may the Lord bring me out of this horrible 
pit,” he wrote in his diary when this oc-
curred, “and put a new song in my mouth.”

Realizing that Robert’s character was 
such that he would likely not settle down to 

“ Oh! I could give up 
their bodies; but I 
want to see piety 
reigning in their souls, 
before they go hence.”
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a trade or business, Fuller was able to get 
him a position on a merchant ship. But be-
fore he could go to sea, he was apprehended 
by a press-gang of the Royal Navy and im-
pressed as a sailor on a man-of-war. Shortly 
afterward, in June 1801, a report came to 
the Fuller household that Robert had been 
found guilty of a misdemeanour and sen-
tenced to three hundred lashes from which 
punishment he had died! The report turned 
out to be false, but while it was believed, 
Fuller felt himself under what he called “a 
kind of morbid heart-sickness.” 

Three years later, though, Robert did ac-
tually go through such a horrible punish-
ment. He had tried to desert in Ireland, 
had been apprehended, and sentenced to 
three hundred and fifty lashes! 

When Fuller learned of his son’s experi-
ence on July 5, 1804, he wrote to Ryland, “I 
do not expect his recovery; or, if he should 
live, that he will ever be able to provide for 
himself. Yet, if this were but the means of 
bringing him to God, I should rejoice.” Yet, 
Robert did live. But the lashing destroyed 
his health and he was subsequently dis-
charged from the navy a few months later.

Fuller and his son were reconciled in 
London. Robert was placed in the care of 
an eminent physician who had once lived 
in Kettering, but now had his practice in 
the capital. Slowly Robert was nursed back 
to health, and yet another job found for 
him. But once again, his old restlessness 
kicked in, and in April 1805, he dis-
appeared, and for a while his family had no 
idea where he had gone. Fuller suspected 
that he had re-joined the army or the navy. 
He was right. Robert had enlisted among 
the Marines once more, and putting to sea, 
he was never again seen by his family.

Yet, his father did eventually hear from 
him. In December 1808, after returning 
from a trip to Brazil and just before a voy-
age to Lisbon, he wrote to his father in 
genuine contrition, acknowledging his 
guilt and foolishness, and longing to hear 
once again the gospel message of divine 
forgiveness. His father accordingly wrote 
him a letter, of which the following mar-
vellous extract is all that has survived:

I received with pleasure your dutiful 
letter, and I would fain consider it as a 
symptom of a returning mind. I can-
not but consider you as having been 
long under a sort of mental derange-
ment, piercing yourself through, as 
well as me, with many sorrows. My 
prayer for you continually is, that the 
God of all grace and mercy may have 
mercy upon you. You may be assured 

that I cherish no animosity against 
you. On the contrary, I do from my 
heart freely forgive you. But that 
which I long to see in you is repent-
ance towards God and faith towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ, without which 
there is no forgiveness from above.

My dear Son, you had advantages in 
early life, but, being continually in 
profligate company, you must be de-
based in mind, and in a manner re-
duced to a state of heathenism. In 
some of your letters I have observed 
you dashing, as it were, against the 
rocks of fatalism, suggesting as if you 
thought you were appointed to such a 
course of life. In others I find you flat-
tering yourself that you are a penitent, 
when, perhaps, all the penitence you 
ever felt has been the occasional mel-
ancholy of remorse and fear.

My dear son, I am now fifty-five 
years old, and may soon expect to go 
the way of all the earth; but before I die, 
let me teach you the good and the right 
way. Hear the instructions of a father. 
You have had a large portion of God’s 
preserving goodness, or you had ere 
now perished in your sins. Think of this, 
and give thanks to the Father of mer-
cies who has hitherto preserved you. 
Think, too, how you have requited Him, 
and be ashamed for all that you have 
done. Nevertheless, do not despair. Far 
as you have gone, and low as you are 
sunk in sin, yet if from hence you re-
turn to God by Jesus Christ, you will 
find mercy. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, even the chief of 
sinners. If you had been ever so sober 
and steady in your behaviour towards 
men, yet without repentance towards 
God and faith in Christ, you could not 
have been saved. And if you return to 
God by Him, though your sins be great 
and aggravated, yet you will find mercy.

Less than four months later, in March 
1809, Robert was dead. He died off the coast 
of Lisbon after a lengthy illness. On the 
basis of a report by the captain of the ship 
that Robert was on and from some letters 
Robert had written to Fuller and to his sister 
Sarah, the father hoped his son had, before 
he died, experienced genuine repentance 
toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus. 

The Sunday after he had received word 
of his son’s demise, Fuller was preaching 
on Romans 10:8–9. He pressed upon his 
hearers the fact that the doctrine of free 
justification by faith through the death of 
Christ is for all kinds of sinners. God does 
not ask how long, how often or even how 
greatly we have sinned. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins. This great truth, moreover, is suited 
to sinners who find themselves “far from 
home, and have no friend, in their dying 
moments, to speak a word of comfort.” But 
God is near. Jonah, Fuller declared, “was 
compassed about by the floods” and “when 
the billows and waves passed over him, he 
prayed to the Lord, and the Lord heard 
him.” At this point, though, Fuller could go 
no further. Thinking of his son, dying far 
away at sea and possibly without Christ, 
Fuller could not hold back the tears. And, 
it was with great difficulty that he finished 
the sermon that day by urging his hearers 
to flee to Christ while there was still time.

When John Ryland published the two edi-
tions of his biography of Fuller in the years 
following his friend’s death in 1815, he could 
only hope that Robert was “led to see the 
error of his way, and to make the Lord his 
refuge from the tempest and the storm.” But 
thankfully the story does not end there and 
we know more than either Fuller or Ryland 
knew during their earthly lives. In 1845, 
Andrew Gunton Fuller (Fuller’s son by his 
marriage to Ann Coles) was visiting Falkirk, 
Scotland, where he met Mr. Waldy, a deacon 
in the Baptist church there. It appears that 
Waldy had served with Robert Fuller dur-
ing his last voyage. He told Andrew Gunton 
Fuller that he and Robert had “opened our 
minds much to each other.” In Waldy’s 
words, Robert “was a very pleasing, nice 
youth, and became a true Christian man.” 

And so Andrew Fuller’s many prayers for 
his wayward son were indeed answered 
and Psalm 126:5 powerfully illustrated: 

“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” 

Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin is professor of church 
history and biblical spirituality, and director 
of The Andrew Fuller Center for Baptist Studies, 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky.
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Robert Fuller was sentenced to 350 lashes 
for desertion from the Royal Navy.
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BY MELISSA INGLIS ›› We live in a busy age, don’t we? We want our 
food fast, and our theology in a sound bite. How do we find perfect 
peace at this pace? How do we pursue the presence of Christ?

The Bible is my defibrillator. When I feel the panic of “do more, 
be more!” attacking my heart, I find the shock of Christ’s words 
brings much clarity. Take this passage for example: Jesus enters a 
village and is welcomed into the home of Martha and her sister 
Mary. Martha (understanding the importance of hospitality in 
that culture) was “distracted with much serving.” But Mary simply 
sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to his teaching. I can imagine the 
vein bursting from Martha’s forehead as she protests: “Lord, do 
you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then 
to help me” (!!) Jesus responds with: “Martha, Martha, you are 
anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is neces-
sary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken 
away from her” (Luke 10:38–42).

Serving, or sitting.

I feel Martha’s priorities hammering on my own heart, yet I de-
sire Mary’s passion to consume me. If I’m being honest, productiv-
ity is like a drug to this housewife with three young kids. I think if 
I can keep just enough things clean, check off enough tasks on the 

“to do” list, visit with enough people and juggle everything else 
without being swallowed into chaos… I can find my value in that 
accomplishment. Because the business of busyness defines us as 
important, doesn’t it?

I’m not saying productivity is bad. There are a lot of good things 
that can keep us busy. But, there are a lot of good things that can 
keep us distracted from the one thing.

What one thing defines you? I believe that where we find our 
identity is where we rest. A heart that does not know its one thing 
is the Martha heart—“anxious and troubled about many things.” 
We are restless, as we search to and fro to find comfort, peace, se-
curity…identity. While a heart that rests is the Mary heart—found 
sitting at the feet of Jesus.

Holding to his teaching.
Leaning on his strength.
Trusting in his promises.

So, how does this look for us in the harried pace of daily life? 
One way that I’ve been convicted lately is to make my “quiet time” 
take place during the “sweet spot” of the day. You know, that one 
precious hour when the kids are hopefully napping. That delicious 
moment when you know you could be twenty times more product-
ive at cleaning the house, or catching up on e-mails or fill-in-the-
blanks. I see this as the perfect moment to give a sucker punch to 
my productive heart. To clearly show it that we are going to: stop, 
sit and be still at the Saviour’s feet. I’m not perfect at it. I still 
have a throbbing vein in my forehead that wants to do instead of be. 
But I see the sweet relief that comes from this rare rest. 

Thou has made us for Thyself, and our heart is restless  
until it finds its rest in Thee—Augustine 

| GUEST column

RESTING IN THE 
“ONE THING”

BY ROGER FELLOWS ›› The Puritans frequently spoke of the “felt 
presence of God.” More recently, others have referred to the same 
thing. To know and feel God’s presence is surely something we all 
long for. But what do we mean when we use such an expression? 
To what extent can God’s presence be felt? Do we not live by faith? 
Is there a danger of relying too much on feelings? Let’s consider 
the ways Scripture tells us God’s presence was made known

In the Old Testament, it is clear that God’s presence was some-
times known physically. In Genesis 18, the Lord, together with two 
angels, appeared to Abraham in physical form to announce both 
the birth of Isaac and the destruction of Sodom. After the Israel-
ites were delivered from Egypt, their route to the Promised Land 
was not left to chance. God led them by a pillar of fire and cloud. 
When the Israelites saw the cloud they knew that God’s presence 
was with them.

In New Testament times, we do 
not see God’s presence shown in the 
same way. Jesus promised to be with 
his disciples “to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20), yet that presence is not physical but spiritual. He 
is in the midst of his people (Matthew 18:20), yet he is not seen. 
That being so, it is not surprising if the Lord’s presence is some-
times unrecognized. We know in theory that the Lord is with us, but 
how often do we sense it? We might ask another question: Does the 
Lord intend us to sense his presence continually? Some perhaps 
rely on that sense too much. 

Temperament may play a part in this. Some are very sensitive 
and seem at times to really feel God’s presence. Such an experience 
can even lift the whole church. At other times, those same people 
can feel devoid of God’s presence and be so discouraged they drag 
others down. Others may not feel God’s presence in the same way, 
but there is a faithfulness to the Lord that gives a steadiness and 
consistency to their lives.

Are there exhortations to seek the felt presence of God? Not in 
those terms. Certainly, the apostle Paul longed to know the Lord. 
Note Philippians 3:10. His desire was “that I may know him,” but 
observe the way in which he wanted to know Christ: through “the 
power of his resurrection” and by sharing in his sufferings. There 
were times when Paul was given special revelation, and was even 
caught up to the third heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2), but there is no 
indication that the apostle sought such experiences. He wanted the 
Ephesian believers to know God’s power, the power that was at 
work in Christ’s exaltation (Ephesians 1:19–20).

Doubtless there are times when God’s presence is known in un-
usual ways, both in our personal relationship with him and also in 
church meetings. However, we must be careful not to depend so 
heavily on these special times that their absence casts us down. 
We do live by faith and, sensing it or not, the Lord is with us.

Should we pray for God’s presence to be felt? Certainly! What a 
precious thing it is when the Lord draws near in our own devo-
tions! How blessed when the Lord meets with his people during a 
service and we leave with our hearts burning within us (see Luke 
24:32). Our joy and assurance, though, is not through feeling the 
presence of the Lord but in knowing by faith that he is with us at 
all times. 

SPOTLIGHT

FEELING GOD’S 
PRESENCE

What a precious 
thing it is when the 

Lord draws near!
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H  ave governments out-
lawed teeter totters for 
safety reasons? Over 
the last six years I have 
spent a lot of time at 
playgrounds with my 

grandchildren but I have yet to see a tee-
ter totter. Accidents can easily happen if 
one child weighs more than the other—
especially if the heavier person jerks the 
teeter totter.

The absence, however, of teeter totters 
means the loss of an excellent spiritual les-
son. Whether we like it or not, God por-
trays a tension in the Bible that we must 
accept. Many verses teach human respon-
sibility in accepting God’s offer of salvation 
(Joshua 24:15; Acts 2:37–38; Acts 17:30). 
Other verses teach God’s sovereignty in sal-
vation (John 6:37; Romans 9:18; Ephesians 
1:4). Leaning too heavily on the side of 
God’s sovereignty, one may become hyper-
Calvinistic. Such a person loses a heart for 
missions; they believe God will bring in 
those that he intends to save without hu-
man help. Leaning too heavily on the side 
of our responsibility, one may fall into the 
error of universalism. Those people think 
everyone will eventually be saved.

I heard two excellent examples of how to 
remain balanced with this issue. One pastor 
explained it in terms of a gate with writing 
on either side. God’s side reads, “God chooses 
whom he will;” the human side reads, “People 
choose to believe.” The second example was 
of a man courting his future wife. This pas-
tor explained how he was attracted to a 
woman and chose her to be his wife. The 
woman, on the other hand, liked the man 
and chose him to be her future husband. 
Eventually, they united with a mutual love 
and commitment to each other.

Many people object to the idea of God 
choosing his bride. Instead, they prefer to 
teach that Jesus died for everyone. I did 
not think through the implications of such 
teaching until a service in November 2014.

The pastor spoke of the civil unrest go-
ing on in Ferguson, Missouri, and how just 
that week, a stray bullet had penetrated 
the walls of a house in Milwaukee. It en-
tered the living room of this unsuspecting 
family and killed a five-year-old girl while 
she was sitting on her grandfather’s lap.

The pastor went on to say that Jesus’ 
blood covered the sin of that perpetrator as 

well as the sins of believers. Now the 
preacher had no idea whether or not that 
killer would or would not repent of his sin 
and turn to the Lord for salvation. I con-
sidered: If Jesus did pay for that killer’s sin, 
then Jesus suffered the wrath of God in the 
place of that man. As a result, he must be 
eternally secure and saved from the wrath 
to come. If the man never repents of his 
sin, then he must pay eternally for his sin 
in hell. What the pastor was proposing vio-
lates the justice of God: the Lord will not 
punish both Jesus and the individual for his 
or her sins. This is double jeopardy! But I 
must not apply only logic to this situation. 
Let’s consider what the Bible says about 
the wrath of God. 

The wrath of God
As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins…. All of us 
also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our flesh 
and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature de-
serving of wrath (Ephesians 2:1,3).

Every person is born spiritually dead. We 
are sinners by birth and by actions—unable 
to help ourselves. As a result, we all follow 
our selfish desires and deserve to suffer the 
wrath of God.

Since we have now been justified by 
his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him! 
For if, while we were God’s enemies, 
we were reconciled to him through 
the death of his son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life! Not only is this 
so, but we also boast in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation 
(Romans 5:9–11).

Jesus Christ accomplishes three things 
for believers: he justifies us legally in God’s 
sight by taking the punishment that we de-
serve for our sins; he satisfies the wrath of 
God; and he reconciles us to God. Notice 
how the kjv translates the last phrase, “by 
whom we have now received the atone-
ment.” The translators of the niv recog-
nized that the atonement accomplished 
reconciliation.

Many believers are thankful God has 
legally justified them and no longer re-
quires payment for their sinful rebellion. 
They are also thankful to have their rela-
tionship with God restored. But they mis-
understand or ignore the implications of 
what it means for Jesus to have satisfied 
the wrath of God. One problem is that the 
niv replaces the word “propitiation” with 
the phrase “sacrifice of atonement” or 

“atoning sacrifice”—thus confusing the dif-
ference in meaning between the words.

Atonement expresses the substitutionary 
aspect of Christ’s sacrifice. When God in-
structed Moses to set up the elaborate sac-
rificial system, he was teaching the Israel-
ites that they needed a blood sacrifice in 
order to pay for their sins. God allowed an 
animal to take their place. In so doing, God 
restored his relationship with that repent-
ant sinner (Leviticus 4:22–35). Neverthe-
less, it was impossible for the blood of 
bulls and goats to take away sins. Those 
sacrifices were a picture of Jesus, the per-
fect Lamb of God. 

Thus atonement teaches one aspect of 
Christ’s sacrifice—namely, that Jesus is the 
only one capable of restoring permanent 
reconciliation between God and sinners. 
Propitiation, on the other hand, means that 
Christ’s sacrifice satisfies or appeases the 
wrath of God. Atonement does not do this. 
The word “propitiation” is used three times 
in the kjv.  Let’s examine these verses.

Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his right-
eousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of 
God; To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, 
and the justifier of him which be-
lieveth in Jesus (Romans 3:24–26).

God promises to turn aside his wrath 
from those who have faith in Jesus. In this 
way, God proves he is just. His justice even 
includes those who repented of their sins 
in time past.

My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the 

Understanding both atonement and propitiation  BY HEATHER KENDALL

DOUBLE JEOPARDY?
WALKING IN THE WORD
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WALKING WITH GOD IN THE  
SEASON OF MOTHERHOOD
An eleven-week devotional Bible study
BY MELISSA B. KRUGER
Waterbrook Press (2015), 256 pgs
ISBN 978-1601426505

Melissa Kruger wrote this book with a very 
particular purpose in mind: she wanted to 
give an old friend and new mother a spe-
cial gift, a Bible study that would “keep her 
daily in the Word and encourage her in 
this new role.”  In creating this gift for her 
friend, she has also gifted us as this book 
is a wonderful and rich encouragement.  
There are short anecdotes or stories start-
ing each chapter but the main emphasis is 
on God’s Word. 

The book is an excellent resource for 
daily Bible study with 11 chapters corres-
ponding to 11 weeks (with 5 studies per 
chapter). There are also suggested memory 
verses for mothers and children at the 
back. This book, with its focus on God’s 
Word, refreshed and reoriented my heart.

—MORVEN SHEARER 

GEORGE WHITEFIELD 
America’s spiritual founding father
BY THOMAS S. KIDD 
Yale University Press (2014), 344 pgs 
ISBN 978-0300181623

Every Christian needs to read at least one 
good biography on the British evangelist 
George Whitefield before they meet him in 
glory. Along with Arnold Dallimore’s two-
volume biography, I would highly recom-
mend Thomas Kidd’s recent work. His 
thesis: “Whitefield was the key figure in the 
first generation of Anglo-American evan-
gelical Christianity—who helped establish 
a new interdenominational religious move-
ment in the eighteenth century.”

While the biography deals with White-
field’s entire life, it focuses on his impact on 
America (then the thirteen colonies), which 

he visited for seven extended periods. Kidd 
claims that Whitefield was the “central fig-
ure in the process by which desperate col-
onists became Americans, prone to think in 
zealous, adversarial terms about religion, 
rights and liberties.”

Whitefield’s unusual gifts and serious 
flaws are both examined, as well as how he 
transformed from a fanatical young minis-
ter to a more moderate person without los-
ing his evangelistic passion and powerful 
preaching. Kidd concludes with a look at 
the influences Whitefield had in his time 
and those down to the present. This book 
will warm your heart, strengthen your 
faith and challenge your life.—DON THEOBALD

THE GENIUS OF ANCIENT MAN
Evolution’s Nightmare!
BY DON LANDIS/JACKSON HOLE BIBLE COLLEGE
Master Books (2012), 112 pgs
ISBN 978-0890516775

This book is apologetic in nature. It argues 
for the historical reliability and factual 
accuracy of Genesis 1 to 11. Such key con-
cepts as the existence of God, the Creation 
of the world, man created in the image of 
God, the Fall, a worldwide flood and the 
Tower of Babel are to be treated as histor-
ically true. Archeological studies are shown 
to more accurately support the biblical 
model than the evolutionary model. 
Humankind began, not as a semi-intelli-
gent, knuckle-dragging being, but created 
in the image of God, both highly intelli-
gent and unusually gifted.

The book is richly illustrated, easy to 
read and well laid out. Fascinating obser-
vations and facts are uncovered about 
ancient man’s technology, music and art, 
monuments and pyramids, religions and 
creation stories, etc.

This is an excellent book to whet your 
appetite for this fascinating area of apolo-
getics. Highly recommended.—DT  

Understanding both atonement and propitiation  BY HEATHER KENDALL

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And 
he is the propitiation for our sins: and 
not only for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world (1 John 2:1–2).

Christ, who has satisfied the wrath of 
God, is our mediator with the Father. John 
was a Jew writing to fellow Jews. Those 
believers needed to be reminded that 
Jesus had satisfied the wrath of God for all 
believers throughout the world. These verses 
do not teach universalism. Rather, it is an 
acknowledgment that Christ came to save 
sinners from all nationalities, not just the 
Jewish nation.

We are of God: he that knoweth God 
heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth not us.… Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitia-
tion for our sins (1 John 4:6,10).

In this letter, John is speaking to believ-
ers. Because God loved us so much, his 
wrath was appeased or satisfied by the sac-
rifice of Jesus on the cross.

Believers will never suffer the wrath of 
God because Jesus died for us and appeased 
God. “For God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, 
whether we are awake or asleep, we may 
live together with him” (1 Thessalonians 
5:9–10). In contrast, “The wrath of God is 
being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness” 
(Romans 1:18). According to all these verses, 
Christ’s sacrifice appeased the wrath of God 
for believers only. “So Christ was sacrificed 
once to take way the sins of many” (Heb-
rews 9:28). Moreover, since propitiation is 
an important aspect of Christ’s sacrifice, we 
must not negate or ignore it.

In conclusion, the fact that Jesus is seat-
ed at the right hand of God today is proof 
that God accepted his sacrifice. Are you 
thankful that Jesus’ death accomplished 
what the Father intended—to redeem a 
people for himself? Jesus did not die won-
dering if anyone would have faith to accept 
his death. He certainly did not die and take 
the punishment of a person only for God 
to condemn that one to an eternity in hell. 
That would be double jeopardy! 
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› Churches are slow to 
embrace new ideas, and rightly so. The traditions 
of the church are important; they connect us to 
our heritage, they provide us with a historical per-
spective on our own time and they remind us of 
past solutions to past problems. Before we discard 

or alter a tradition, we need to understand “why” our faithful pre-
decessors established what they established—what challenges 
were these traditions originally designed to overcome. Sometimes 
when we remove a tradition, we end up repeating old mistakes 
and old errors long since forgotten. Many traditions are worth 
keeping and preserving because they still serve the church. Some 
traditions, however, simply preserve faith practices from a differ-
ent time and place, turning churches into Christian museums 
rather than gospel lighthouses. We may prefer our traditions, but 
tradition should never be followed at the expense of biblical truth 
or the building up of the church in her present day and age.

Isaac Watts and his “new” hymns
A desire to preserve traditions can make some Christians reluctant 
to embrace new ideas. Ironically, many traditions that we current-
ly preserve were once controversial innovations at some point in 
church history. One example is Isaac Watts’ hymns: Watts set out 
to create new English hymns that speak clearly of Christ and his 
work. He noticed a lack of connection between the songs his con-
gregation was singing and the “fervency of their inward religion.” 
So he paraphrased many of the Psalms using New Testament lan-
guage, and he wrote new songs using expressions and tunes famil-
iar to the people of his own time and place. Watts wanted to write 
hymns that were “within the reach of ordinary Christians,” which 

“might easily and naturally be accommodated to various occasions 
of Christian life.” Watts’ hymns, however, were considered by 
some opponents as “flights of fancy;” the hymns were deemed un-
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worthy of pious worship, as some congregations still argue today. 
The controversy surrounding Watts’ new hymns—disapprovingly 
dubbed “Watts’ whims”—resulted in church splits, pastor firings 
and other forms of discord. In the twenty-first century, however, we 
would never refer to Watts’ hymns as too informal or newfangled!

New ideas and traditions
Creating new ideas for the church—like Isaac Watts once did—
often means pushing the boundaries of what we are used to and 
what we consider normal. Churches have wrestled with new ap-
proaches to all aspects of church life: worship, church programs, 
outreach, preaching and leadership structure. New ideas, whether 

they are biblically acceptable or 
not, often come with discord. 

The church, however, cannot al-
low an aversion for “new” to side-
track her from effectively pre-
senting biblical truth to our present 
culture. We must distinguish be-
tween church tradition, personal 

preferences and actual biblical mandates. All three have merit, but 
ultimately, only biblical mandates have authority and only biblical 
truth is timeless. In the area of church traditions and personal pref-
erences, we need to be open to embracing news ways of presenting 
old truths “for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). Whether we cre-
ate new “traditions,” like new songs, new music or new art, we 
must clearly convey the transforming truth and beauty of Christ to 
the time and place God has called us to serve. 

What traditions continue to advance the mission of the church, 
to be Christ’s witnesses “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)? Are 
new “traditions” needed? What old traditions hinder the mission? 
Christ did not die for Christian museums; he died for the church. 
What has God called your church to be? 

The church cannot 
allow an aversion for 
“new” to sidetrack 
her from effectively 
presenting biblical 
truth to our present 
culture. 

WE WILL 
NOT BE 
SHAKEN
BETHEL MUSIC
Bethel Music (2015)

Bethel’s We Will 
Not be Shaken fol-

lows a more mellow sound to accompany 
simple yet deep spiritual truths that make 
their music resonate personally with the 
listener. Waking up singing “We Love You, 
Jesus” is the beauty this album offers. “You 
Don’t Miss a Thing” and “Nearness” are 
other tracks that point to Christ in dark 
valleys and are definitely a source of bib-
lical encouragement!—Sarah Vlietstra

REGENER-
ATED
JAH PICKNEY
Jah Yout Productions 
(2014)

Gospel reggae and 
dancehall  music 

isn’t my area of expertise but it sure is Tim 
Linnard’s—son of SGF pastor Cliff Linnard. 
As Jah Pickney, he has released his fourth 
studio album, Regenerated. Strong on doc-
trine and theology, Pickney’s latest album 
features collaborations with Christafari, 
Avion Blackman, and duets with Marie-Eve. 
If you dig Jamaican reggae rhythms, check 
out this new album!—Janice Van Eck

HOW CAN  
IT BE
LAUREN DAIGLE
Centricity (2015)

Daigle’s debut  
album brings a 
unique vocal style 

to Christian music. Impressive songwriting, 
strong theology and good production all 
make this a standout record. The lyrics focus 
on God and not “me.” She writes honestly 
and in a way that connects listeners to our 
need for God in the every day. Even the most 
reflective tunes have a great energy about 
them. You’ll want to turn this record up and 
roll down your windows.—Melissa Adem
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Our Comforter
“But when the Comforter is come, 
whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
testify of me” (John 15:26).

Little children often want comforting. 
Something troubles you and the grown-
up people do not know or do not think 
it is much to be troubled about, and so 
nobody comforts you, and you feel very 
sad. Sometimes they try and yet it does 
not seem to comfort you. 

What a beautiful name this is for the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter—so gentle, 
so kind, so loving. When he comes he is 
true to his name and brings sweet com-
fort even for the little troubles of his 
little ones.

Has the Comforter come to you? Your 
heavenly Father has promised to give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him. So, 
if you ask, he is sure to give. Then ask 
that the Holy Spirit may come into your 
heart and dwell there always.

Has the Comforter come to you? Are 
you unsure whether he has come or 
not? The rest of this verse tells us how 
you may know. Jesus said, “When the 
Comforter is come…he shall testify of 
me.” That means, he will tell you about 
Jesus. He will put thoughts of Jesus into 
your mind and heart and he will make 
you see and understand more about 
Jesus than you did before. If you are 
thinking about him, glad to hear about 
him and trying to please him, I think the 
Comforter is come and is beginning to 
testify of Jesus in you.

Has the Comforter come to you? 
Then you will never be without a Com-
forter, whatever troubles come. If they 
are little vexations or disappointments, 
he can make you see the bright side and 
be patient, trustful and happy. If they 
are great troubles, he can comfort you 
so that you will know what a very pre-
cious gift he is and what sweet peace 
can hush your sorrow. 
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BIBLE FOCUS

An invitation to the thirsty!
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› Read Isaiah 55. This is one of the clearest gospel calls in the Old 
Testament and Isaiah, the prophet, puts forward the glory of the grace and mercy of God.

1. Read verses 6–7 over again. Have you responded to God’s call in these verses?

2. Verses 8–11 speak about God’s power both in the universe and through his Word. What 
strikes you most about these verses?

3. What is unusual about verses 12–13? What do you think these verses mean?

Word search
bread
covenant
everlasting
hands
heavens
Israel
joy
mercy
milk
money
mountains
nations
peace
satisfy
seek
sign
snow
sower
splendour
thirsty
thoughts
trees 
wicked
wine

DID YOU KNOW?
››  The horseshoe falls at Niagara drops 188 feet (57 m). The volume of water going over 
the falls during peak times can be as much as 225,000 cubic feet (6,400 m3) per second.
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Glory Grace InternatIonal MInIstrIes

JaMes 1:27 “relIgIon that Is pure and undefIled before 
god and the father Is thIs: to vIsIt orphans and  
wIdows In theIr afflIctIon…”

Caring for the orphans, widows,     
     and the sick

CRA Registration #849829619RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

Partner with us as we seek to be the loving hands and feet of Christ, reaching out through Sovereign Grace churches 
in India: nurturing orphans, caring for widows, serving children at feeding centres and providing community medical care.

Visit our website… www.glorygrace.org

orphans wIdows MedIcal traffIckIng chIldren poverty

CRA Registration #864940291RR0001. All donations receive a tax receipt.

www.careyoutreach.org · www.careyuniversity.org

Training spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nationsTraining spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nationsTraining spiritual leaders that shape the Church and influence the nations

PARTNER WITH US as we train pastors and spiritual leaders

MADAGASCAR ⋅ LEBANON ⋅ NEPAL ⋅ BHUTAN ⋅ EGYPT ⋅ INDIA
OUTER MONGOLIA ⋅ PHILIPPINES ⋅ FAR EAST

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION


