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APRIL 13, 2015
GRACE PASTORS 
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Stephen Kring
Theme: Love your wives
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, 2534 Kipling Ave., 
Toronto, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

MAY 1–2, 2015
SGF LADIES RETREAT
Speaker: Janice Dyck
Theme: Suffering
This promises to be 
another weekend of great 
fellowship, study and food 
for the SGF ladies. Mark it 
on your calendars! Details 
available on website.
Held at Redeemer Univer-
sity, Ancaster, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

MAY 1, 2015
TBS GRADUATION
Banquet: 5 p.m. (tickets 
required)
Ceremony: 8 p.m. Celebrate 
with the class of 2015!
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

JUNE 1–3, 2015
GRACE PASTORS 
FELLOWSHIP RETREAT
Speaker: Stephen Wellum
Enjoy preaching and 
encouraging fellowship 
alongside other pastors.
Held at Countryside Camp 
and Conference Centre, 
Cambridge, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

JUNE 2–5, 2015
CHRISTIAN COUNSELLING & 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Professor: Eric Johnson
Tuition rates apply.

Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

JUNE 2–5, 2015
BOOK OF ROMANS:  
TRANSFORMING TRUTH!
Professor: Kirk Wellum
Tuition rates apply.
Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

JUNE 6–7, 2015
GRIMSBY BIBLE CHURCH 
ANNIVERSARY & MISSIONS 
WEEKEND
Saturday: Seilers (Wycliffe)
and Petkaus (GFA) will be 
presenting their work.
Sunday a.m. Brian Robinson
Held at Grimsby Bible 
Church, Grimsby, ON
grimsbybiblechurch.com

JUNE 8–10, 2015
INTRODUCTION TO  
ARCHAEOLOGY
Professor: Brian Janeway
A study of archaeological 
discoveries from Old 
Testament times.
Tuition rates apply.
June 11 @ 7 pm is a free 
session open to the public.
Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

AUGUST 22–28, 2015
CAREY CONFERENCE
Speaker: Geoffrey Thomas
Theme: Perfections of God
You won’t want to miss this 
great opportunity for 
fellowship, teaching and a 
family camp experience. 
Programs for kids & youth.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

FINISHED! THE DESTA 
PROJECT WRAPS UP
ADDIS ABABA—After three years of raising money through 
selling handmade bags and kitchen items—many of which 
found great homes with many SGF friends through your gen-
erous support—it is with real joy that The Desta Project was 
able to wrap up this January 2015! With the money raised, 
and additional funds provided through family, we were able 
to help the Adem family move out of a two room home with 
seven people and no indoor plumbing and purchase the 
home you see above. This is a traditional Ethiopian setup—a 
walled enclosure for security, a central courtyard with a main 
cooking/living area, bathroom and then four bedrooms that 
open into the courtyard. The family is delighted with their 
new home and this has been such a witness for Christ to them.

One of the daughters and her son have been able to be re-
united with the family and have moved back in, as there is now 
room to accommodate them. The father has expressed joy 
that he can take a shower whenever he wants, instead of hav-
ing to pay for one down the street! And the aging parents are 
able to have their own bed and bedroom, no longer sleeping 
on a mattress on the floor in the main living space. The family 
are thankful to God, as in Allah, but we are hoping they will 
become thankful to God, as in the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who made all this possible. We are so thrilled to see 
how God has worked and made what seemed impossible, 
possible. How good he has been!—Janice Van Eck & Melissa 
Adem, on behalf of all those who sewed and supported The 
Desta Project so faithfully since 2011

THE DESTA PROJECT: (from top) the Adems new home in Addis 
Ababa—complete with indoor plumbing; Desta with her aunts, 
Zelfua and Rehima; Bederiya (grandmother) with Desta.

C O U R S E S  T O W A R D  A  C O U N S E L I N G  C E R T I F I C A T E

 www.tbs.edu
TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY AND BIBLE COLLEGE
130 Gerrard St. East • Toronto, ON  M5A 3T4  Canada
tel (416) 925-3263 • inquiry@tbs.edu

Christian 
Counseling
& Human 
Development

A study of how humans develop neurologically, 

cognitively, emotionally, relationally, ethically, 

and spiritually, and how it all relates to counseling in 

the context of God’s glory.

June 2-5, 2015

Course: Couns 203, 223
Professor: Dr. Eric L. Johnson
Tuition: Undergraduate $660; Graduate $720; Audit $200

| news & EVENTS
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| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES
+ Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship, Hamilton, ON
Pilgrim is on the move! Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship has 
moved its base of operations to downtown Hamilton. 
The Lord graciously opened up an opportunity for us to 
adopt a new neighbourhood with a new facility in order 
to continue the work of Jesus Christ in Hamilton. Pilgrim 
is now meeting at the Kiskeya Centre (692 King St. East 
at Wentworth). We are praying for the Lord’s leading as 
we expand our ministries in the downtown core. We 
have begun a food bank ministry, and we are looking to 
strengthen our relationship with the Pregnancy Support 
Services of Hamilton, which is located nearby. Please 
pray for us as we seek to serve our Lord with a renewed 
vision for inner-city ministry.—Jeremy Johnston

+ SGF Ladies’ Retreat, May 1–2, 2015
Ladies, please mark your calendars for 
the 2015 SGF Ladies’ Retreat taking 
place May 1–2 at Redeemer University in 
Ancaster. The main speaker for the 
weekend will be Janice Dyck who will 
be speaking on the theme of Suffering.

The SGF Ladies’ Retreat is an annual event with the 
aim of fostering relationships between women in Sover-
eign Grace Fellowship churches (and beyond!) and pro-
viding an avenue of fellowship, Bible teaching and en-
couragement. Registrants can stay onsite or commute 
each day. The delicious meals that are served are not to 
be missed and mealtimes are a great opportunity to 
meet new people.

Space is limited so register early to ensure your place.  
For fees and details, see www.sgfcanada.com/sgfladies/

+ Grimsby Bible Church, Grimsby, ON
Grimsby Bible Church is celebrating it’s 8th anniversary 
on June 6–7 with a joint anniversary/missions weekend. 
Saturday events include presentations by Roland and 
Susan Seiler (Wycliffe, South Africa) and the Petkau 
family (Gospel for Asia); a foods of the world dinner. On 
Sunday, Pastor Brian Robinson (Faith Baptist, Scarbor-
ough) will be preaching in the morning. Please join us as 
we celebrate God’s goodness to our church family. 
—Rick Thibault

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

| TEEN beat

IMITATION OR 
INNOVATION?

BY MARK HUDSON ›› I wonder if we spend 
enough time reading or watching biographies of 
significant people. If we did, perhaps we would 
more often hear people saying, “Wow! When I 
grow up I am going to be just like…!” A particular 
achievement or a notable aspect of character can 

leave an indelible impression on us and create the desire to follow 
in a person’s footsteps, pursue their example and, if possible, imi-
tate their success. It has been said that imitation is the highest 
form of flattery, though some have pointed out mere imitation 
can limit us to what has gone before and restrict our ability to 
reach new levels of achievement and performance. A lot depends 
on the individual who sets the example. If there is room for 
improvement then, perhaps, innovation is more important and 
beneficial than imitation. I am happy that the car I drive today is 
more than just a copy of that of my grandfather’s Model T. What 
happens, though, when there is no room for improvement, when 
perfection has already been achieved? In such a case innovation 
will only hinder or prevent growth; imitation, then, needs to be 
our highest goal and driving force. 

We find perfection, of course, only in the person and character 
of Jesus Christ. There is no way to improve on who he is or what 
he does. For Christians, he is presented to us as the ultimate ex-

ample to follow and, though we fall 
well short of his perfection, through 
sanctification by the Spirit of God we 
are moved to ever greater depths of 
holiness and purity. Committed Chris-
tians seek to emulate those areas of 

Christ’s character and person that are open to us as humans. We 
cannot be like him in his divinity; try as we might, we will never 
be omniscient, omnipotent or omnipresent! He has, however, 
given us general statements such as, “Beloved, do not imitate 
evil but imitate good” (3 John 11), as well as specific direction as 
in, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do just as I have done to you” 
(John 13:14–15).

We are called on to imitate on a number of levels: God in his 
love, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children” (Ephe-
sians 5:1); the apostles and Jesus himself, “Be imitators of me, as I 
am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1) and “You became imitators of us 
and of the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 1:6); as well as other faithful 
believers, “imitators of those who through faith and patience in-
herit the promises” (Hebrews 6:12). God has also given us many 
godly examples to follow in parents, siblings, friends, ministers, 
youth leaders and faithful men and women of history. To imitate 
those who help us to better imitate Christ is always a good thing!

We need to be careful, though, because imitation runs both 
ways: we are being shaped by others and others are being shaped 
by us. This leads to two very important and, without being overly 
dramatic, life-altering questions: “Whose example will I follow?” 
and “What kind of example will I be?” The answers to both will 
help determine how we please God and what kind of impact we 
will have on the world around us. 

To imitate those 
who help us to 
better imitate 
Christ is always a 
good thing!
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W  hat do you think 
of when you 
hear the word 

“holy”? A person  
in a monastery? 
Someone with a 
halo around their 

head? A prophet dressed in sackcloth? 
Whatever your idea, it is probably some-
thing out of the ordinary, and that actually 
fits in with the biblical idea of holiness. It 
means different, set apart.

Early use of the word in the Bible was 
ceremonial. When the instructions for the 
tabernacle were given, certain areas, ves-
sels or garments were holy. They were con-
secrated for special use in the worship of 
God. Later, the word took on a more ethical 
meaning, and that is the sense in which it 
is generally used in the New Testament. 
Holiness means separation from sin and 
consecration to God. It is an important 
quality. Indeed, it is vital for the Christian. 
However, as with so many areas of the 
faith, there are some widely differing ideas 
about what holiness is. Let me give four 
views of holiness:

1. Holiness is necessary to achieve salvation. 
This, of course, amounts to salvation by 
works and is quite false (Ephesians 2:8–9).

2. We are saved by faith, but after conversion 
we must be holy or we will lose our salva-
tion. This is pure Arminianism and again 
is quite erroneous.

3. We are saved by faith and while holiness is 
desirable, it is not essential, because as long 
as we have trusted in Christ, we will go to 
heaven. We will say more about this later.

4. We are saved by faith, but holiness is neces-
sary as the evidence of true faith. This, we 
believe, is the biblical view.

Holiness is not optional
Of course, we shall never be perfectly holy 
in this life, but holiness is certainly to be our 
goal. Holiness is not optional. When you 
buy a car, you expect it to have a body, a mo-
tor, wheels, brakes and a few other things, 
but there are some things that are optional, 
such as air conditioning, power windows 
and a sun roof. Some people treat Christian-
ity in the same way. We must believe in 
Jesus, accept the Bible as God’s Word, but 
holiness is optional. In the third view above, 
there are some people who say that while 

it is good to be holy, 
you can still be saved 
without it. 

But Scripture says 
that “without holi-
ness no one will see 
the Lord” (Hebrews 
12:14; see also James 
2:14–26), so why 
would some argue 
that holiness is not 
essential for salva-
tion? Then there are 
those who would use 
it as a license for sin. 
It is hard to see true 
believers holding this 
view. Yet others would 
look at people who 
seemed to be genuinely converted, pro-
gressed well for a while, then fell away and 
showed no further interest in spiritual 
things as being true believers because they 
trusted in Jesus. Therefore, a lack of holi-
ness cannot keep them out of heaven. Per-
haps it would be better to consider the pos-
sibility that they were never truly saved.

Still others would argue that if you insist 
on holiness then you are adding works to 
faith. This was the basis of the so called 
Lordship controversy of a few years ago. To 
that we would respond that holiness is ne-
cessary not as the basis of salvation, but as 
the evidence of it. We might say that it is the 
chief evidence of salvation. Whatever our 
profession of faith, only godly lives will 
show that our faith is genuine. Indeed, that 
will be the basis of acceptance at the last 
judgement. That is brought out very clearly 
in Jesus’ words at the end of the Sermon on 
the Mount (Matthew 7:21–23). Some will 
call Jesus “Lord,” they will plead their spirit-
ual gifts, even their miraculous powers, but 
they will be rejected and eternally lost be-
cause they were “workers of lawlessness.”

Helps to holiness
This might fill some with fear, but we need 
to see that if we are true Christians, then the 
Lord has given us all we need to be holy. As 
Peter says, the Lord has given us “all things 
that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 
1:3). Let’s consider some of these things.

(1) The Scriptures. Jesus prayed for his 
disciples that they be sanctified (made 
holy) by the truth (John 17:17). He makes it 

clear what the truth is—“your word is 
truth.” How important it is that we give 
time to God’s Word! We must read it, medi-
tate on it and hear it preached. It is not sur-
prising that we are not holy if we neglect 
God’s Word. It is our spiritual food. With-
out it, we shall starve.

(2) Prayer. Jesus’ prayer life is a wonder-
ful study. We might think that as he was 
God, he wouldn’t need to pray, but he did—
he prayed much, sometimes all night. This 
was an aspect of his humiliation. He took 
the place of a servant and made himself 
totally dependent on his heavenly Father. 
We must do the same. As our prayer life 
develops so we will know closer fellowship 
with the Lord and our lives will become 
more pleasing to him.

(3) The Holy Spirit. As believers, we are 
indwelt with the Spirit. He will help us to 
be holy. He will help us to understand the 
Bible. He will help us in prayer, and he will 
grant the power to obey God.

(4) Jesus’ example. We are often exhorted 
to be imitators of Jesus (Ephesians 5:1–2; 
Philippians 2:5; 1 Peter 2:21). Jesus was 
perfectly holy, totally obedient to his Fath-
er’s commands (John 15:10). However, his 
holiness is not to be explained in terms of 
his deity (though of course he was God) 
but rather in terms of his dependence on 
God. We are in the same position and rela-
tionship to our heavenly Father. 

Are you holy? As holy as you should be? 
Of course not, but by God’s grace we can be 
more holy and that should be our goal. 

The triune God has provided wonderful helps to holiness. BY ROGER FELLOWS

PURSUING HOLINESS
SPOTLIGHT
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COVER STORY

 H
ow many people’s lives in 
the ministry of Jesus would 
be worthy of your Twitter 
feed? Would you follow 
them on your account?

Many people Jesus en-
counters are “walk-arounds,” 
those invisible and neglect-
ed people of society who are 

easy to avoid and pass by. Interestingly, 
some of the most striking moments of 
Jesus’ ministry are not when he calms 
waves or casts out demons but rather when 
we read the words, “and he stopped.” And, 
in turn, some of the most striking mo-
ments of courage take place in the lives of 
those for whom he stopped. Courage is 
often unseen but when we stop and notice, 
we will hear and see quiet acts of courage 
in peoples’ ordinary lives. 

It is an easy task to define courage. “C” 
follows “b” in the dictionary. The more dif-
ficult task is to locate courage, not because 

SOMETIMES THE  
MOST COURAGEOUS 
MOMENTS HAPPEN IN 
THE ORDINARY, MESSY 
MOMENTS OF LIFE. 
FOLLOW JESUS AS HE 
ENCOUNTERS FOUR 
“UNNOTICEABLES”  
AS THEY EXERCISE 
QUIET COURAGE

BY DAVID ROBINSON

QUIET COURAGE



SPRING 2015 ›› BARNABAS ›› 11

P
H

O
T

O
: 

N
E

W
 T

K
H

E
R

IO
U

S

it doesn’t exist but because we often look 
for courage in the wrong places. We look 
for courage in the biographies of great men 
and women or in newspapers and on tele-
vision. Even the church is fascinated by 
courageous expressions like “radical,” “sold 
out out for Jesus,” etc. We expect courage 
to be loud and flashy. 

What if we were to begin to look for and 
acknowledge the courageous stories in 
the ordinary messy moments of life? 
What if we began to notice the quiet cour-
age found in the lives of the people Jesus 
would have followed on Twitter? What if 
we acknowledge that a moment of cour-
age occurs when a person who is strug-
gling attends church or when a person 
living in darkness sets their foot on the 
floor to begin the day? 

Why is it important to acknowledge quiet 
courage? Simply because we then begin to 
notice the work of God, the One who gives 
you strength and wisdom. Maybe God is far 
more active in your life than you acknowl-
edge. As we discuss the “Twitter feeds” of 
four courageous “unnoticeables,” my pray-
er is that you will see quiet courage in un-
expected, ordinary places. And, as you see 
quiet courage, you will be encouraged to 
travel your journey of faith once again.

The skin guy
The introduction of this story could not be 
more ordinary. We read in Luke 5:12: 

“While He was in one of the towns, a man 
was there who had a serious skin disease 
all over him” (hcsb). A nameless man 
lived in a nondescript town with a serious 
skin disease which screamed, “Stay away!” 
Imagine what his Twitter picture would 
look like. He would probably opt for the 
egg look. Here is his story: no place, no 
name, stay away. This is seriously no Jairus, 
leader of the synagogue. Nor was he Simon, 
the Pharisee. He was a guy with issues. 

If his life was ordinary, his first words 
were certainly not, as the air fills with 
words of quiet courage. He spots Jesus and 
says, “Lord, if you are willing, you can 
make me clean.” He had no doubt about 
the power of God. He knew that Jesus was 
both Lord and the one who could make 
him clean. What he was uncertain about 
was Jesus’ care and compassion. 

Have you ever been there? Have you 
ever asked, “Jesus, are you willing?” Have 
you ever sinned so bad or yelled so hard or 
been silent for so long or gone so far into 
darkness and felt so distant from the pres-
ence of Jesus that you would not dare ask 
Jesus if he is willing to show you kindness? 
Or, have you ever thought that you are so 
unclean, so repulsive that Jesus would just 
keep on walking? Has the darkness been 
so thick that you cannot see the light of 
Jesus’ welcome? You say, “I feel so filthy, so 
unclean, so unwanted. No one cares.”

This is in fact a place of courage but it is 
often not acknowledged as such. Courage, 
after all (or so we are taught to believe), is 
defined by radical living which casts off all 
doubt and conquers all mountains. Courage 
is found in soul-winning, self-sacrificing, 
eternity-living confidence.

However, as mentioned, courage is 
often ill defined, not because we do not 
know the definition but because we do not 
look in the right places. Psalm 111:4–5 says: 

“The Lord is gracious and compassionate. 
He has provided food for those who fear 
Him; He remembers His covenant forever.” 
What do these verses tell us? Why, for dis-
cussion sake, did God need to tell us he is 
gracious and compassionate? Is it because 
we can doubt his compassion? Why do we 
need to know the Creator God will provide 
food? Do we ever doubt his daily care? And 
why mention his eternal covenant? Do we 
ever doubt his eternal love?

Every time we approach the cross and 
ask, “Jesus, are you willing?” we ought to 

QUIET COURAGE

WHAT IF WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT A MOMENT 
OF COURAGE OCCURS WHEN A PERSON WHO IS 
STRUGGLING ATTENDS CHURCH OR WHEN A 
PERSON LIVING IN DARKNESS SETS THEIR 
FOOT ON THE FLOOR TO BEGIN THE DAY? 
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recognize and be encouraged that a quiet 
act of courage has been lived out. We are 
approaching the promises of God, trusting 
he notices and he will care. In fact, we read 
the first answer Jesus gave was to reach out 
and touch the man. Jesus spoke first with 
his actions, then his words: “I am willing, 
be clean.” 

Have you convinced yourself Jesus no 
longer cares? Maybe a quiet moment of 
everyday courage would be to pray: “Lord, 
I know you are powerful, but are you will-
ing? Have you stopped caring?” And then 
turn to the pages of Luke and ask, “For 
whom did Jesus care?”

The sinful woman
Next Twitter feed. I imagine that the sinful 
woman in Luke 7:36–50 may have found 
her picture for her Twitter account being 
blocked by Covenant Eyes®. And the “stay 
away” message this woman sent was defin-
itely not meant for others. She wanted a 
certain clientele to notice her. 

Instead, her life screamed “Stay away…
from Simon the Pharisee.” Why would this 
woman ever enter a Pharisee’s house? Why 
would she not wait to meet Jesus until after 
he finished his meal and was on his way 
home? Why not meet him the next mor-
ning? Instead, in a courageous moment, 
she rushes not only to the feet of Jesus but 
to the sharp, judgemental words of Simon. 
Simon, astounded, mutters a sharp attack 
on both the woman and Jesus, “This man, 
if He were a prophet, would know who and 
what kind of woman this is who is touch-
ing Him—she’s a sinner!”

Have you ever been there? Are you afraid 
to share sin because of glaring eyes of judge-
ment followed by cutting words? Or maybe 
you are in a relationship where there is no 
room for error or for grace. Maybe the 
words of Simon slip far too easily off our 
tongues when we make demands. You want 
me to interact with him? with her? that sin-
ner? How many marriages are ruined be-
cause the relationship has turned to pride 
and anger? Have you ever been in a rela-
tionship that has turned to blame, pride, 
lobbing harsh judgements at one another?

So what did Jesus do to affirm her cour-
age? Or, to ask the question another way, 
why are we able to be honest about who we 
are, even when eyes and hearts may judge 
us? Why can I be real and live life in the 
realm of grace and not performance?

After Jesus tells his story of the great 
debt that has been cancelled and while 
talking to Simon, he looks at the woman. 
The first words as he looks at the woman 

are, “Do you see this woman?” What is 
Jesus doing? Jesus is asking Simon to see 
the woman as he sees the woman, not exclu-
sively as a sinner but as forgiven by grace. 
And, Jesus is asking the woman to see her-
self as he sees her—that is, one loved by 
Jesus and given a new life of peace.

How much of your life is lived in the fear 
of people? The fear of not living up to stan-
dards? The fear of not talking or just plain 
quitting when it comes to people in the 
church? After all, they are just a bunch of 
hypocrites. What happens if your quiet mo-
ment of courage is to look at your renewed, 
forgiven, regenerated heart through the 
eyes of a gracious friend—Jesus? Maybe 
your journey of courage begins with seeing 
your life through the eyes of Jesus. 

Seeing your life through the eyes of Jesus 
gives us courage to go to unexpected and 
uncomfortable places, clothed not in the 
rags of sin but in the power of Jesus. Is your 
moment of courage to go back to that rela-
tionship and confess your sin? Is your mo-
ment of courage to go and serve once again, 
content with the eyes of Jesus on you? 

The bleeding woman
How do we know this story, that of the 
bleeding woman in Luke 8:42–48, is an or-
dinary story of courage? We know this be-
cause not only is her name not mentioned 
in Scripture, but the bleeding woman 
doesn’t even get her own Twitter page. She 
has to share it with Jairus who, being the 
synagogue leader, would have had many 
followers. This is a man worth getting to 
know. It is almost as if her story is written 
as a sidebar, one easily overlooked and 
quickly forgotten. And, indeed, her story 
may have been forgotten if it had not been 
for her quiet moment of courage.

It was a crowded walk but the woman 
had just enough clothes to hide her bleed-
ing until she could touch the garment of 
Jesus. With dust swirling and the stench of 

humid body odour surrounding her, she 
managed to touch the tassel of his robe. 
Victory! We read next that she experienced 
immediate healing. Imagine! Twelve years 
of bleeding, visiting many doctors, having 
many painful and humiliating tests and 
supposed solutions, to now be healed! She 
could go back to life, her family…if they 
were still around. This was the greatest 
news ever!

However, just as immediately, Jesus 
stops and utters the incredulous words, 

“Who touched me?” The woman must have 
froze. Jesus insisted someone had touched 
him, as she continued to listen to him 
speak to his surprised disciples. They re-
sponded by giving Jesus a math lesson: If 
there are this many people around you and 
this many people are touching you, then 
how do you find the one person who is 

“touching” you, while walking 2.5 kilo-
metres an hour?

But here is the moment of quiet courage. 
Why would this woman stop and confess it 
was her? After twelve years of humiliation 
and separation, why would she expose her-
self to the potential of once again being 
mocked or put down?

Have you ever been there? Have you 
ever said to Jesus, “You know, I want you to 
look after this area of my life but don’t 
touch this area or this area.” We can be-
come comfortable with a comfortable Jesus, 
a Jesus to whom we can dictate the terms. 
You see, this woman had come for physical 
healing and that was all, thank you very 
much. But, what happens when Jesus 
speaks up and says, “I have come for more”?

Listen to the quiet courage of the woman. 
“When the woman saw she was discovered, 
she came trembling and fell down before 
him. In the presence of all the people, she 
declared the reason she touched Him and 
how she was instantly cured.” Astounding! 
She didn’t run, she didn’t whisper but in her 
trembling worship, she declared who she 
was and who she now is in the presence of all. 

JESUS IS ASKING SIMON TO SEE THE WOMAN 
AS HE SEES THE WOMAN, NOT EXCLUSIVELY AS 
A SINNER BUT AS FORGIVEN BY GRACE. AND…
THE WOMAN TO SEE HERSELF AS…ONE LOVED 
BY JESUS AND GIVEN A NEW LIFE OF PEACE.



SPRING 2015 ›› BARNABAS ›› 13

Why did Jesus stop? Why did he solve 
the disciples’ math problem with ease? Lis-
ten to the first words of Jesus to her: 

“Daughter.” Do you know how many people 
would endure twelve years of bleeding to 
hear the word, “Daughter”? This is one of 
the most precious relationships on earth, a 
father/daughter relationship.

Here is what the moment of courage 
brought the woman with the issue of blood. 
She had come to Jesus expecting far too lit-
tle; all she wanted was to be healed. Jesus 
took the woman and said, in essence, “You 
have expected far too little from me. I have 
come for relationship.” And so, in a quiet 
moment of courage, she declared who she 
was and who she had become. And she was 
thrilled with Jesus’ response.

You may not want to get up the next day 
and face what God is calling you to face. 
You may even be a little upset at God be-
cause he has rearranged too many cup-
boards in your kitchen. In fact, you may 
be running because you are happy to have 
little faith with a safe Jesus. But it is in 
those quiet moments of courage when you 
tremble, bow, declare and look to Jesus 
who notices not just your physical needs 
but your spiritual needs that you find heal-
ing and wholeness. What if you have the 
whole world but lose your soul? 

Maybe your act of quiet courage is just 
the first part of the woman’s response, 
trembling before a great Saviour. It is tiring 
to play the part of God, dictating terms and 
conditions so you maintain your present 
state of happiness. The woman recognized 
the greatness of Jesus and from that point 
on, she stood before the crowd and de-
clared. Courage begins with trembling be-
fore a great God.

The Samaritan woman
Next Twitter feed. Jesus was having his 
afternoon coffee at his modern day Tim 
Horton’s. The well was not only a place to 
have a drink but also to socialize. The only 

problem with this story (John 4:1–26) is 
that the person who sat down next to him 
was a Samaritan woman. As you read this 
ordinary story about a coffee hour, you are 
saying to yourself, “Well, this could get a 
little uncomfortable.” 

However, as amazing as it may seem, it 
was not uncomfortable. Even when Jesus 
brings up the truth that she was a woman 
who had been married five times and she 
brings up the fact that he was Jewish and 
he was talking to a Samaritan woman. Far 
from being uncomfortable, her quiet 
courage took her to having a very honest 
conversation about her life.

Have you ever been there? You know, 
you’ve stopped meeting others for coffee 
and having those honest conversations 
about deep issues? Has your motto be-
come, “Eat, drink and be happy for tomor-
row we die?” You’ve stopped opening the 
Visa bill, you’ve stopped surrounding your-
self with people who drag you down and 
ruin your style and you’ve stopped reading 
the honest evaluation of life in that book 
called the Bible. Whatever you may think 
about the Bible and the life of Jesus, you 
must admit it is an honest book about life. 
It is easy to live in a fantasy world which 
seeks hedonistic pleasure. It is far easier to 
deny the name of God, becoming a com-
fortable agnostic. This leads to a view of 
God where we never settle on who he is 
but rather live with who he is not. Criti-
cism is the raison d’être but criticism is 
merely a cowardly act as one’s god never 
enters the same cross examination. Again, 
at least the Bible is bold enough to state 
truths honestly and without shame. It is 
easy to criticize and dismiss God but it is 
far more difficult to replace him. 

Have you ever read John 4 and said, 
“Wow, I admire her. At least she had an hon-
est conversation.” She honestly addressed 
the divisions (male/female, Jew/Samaritan) 
and then she honestly confessed her rela-
tional issues. She didn’t run nor did she 
live in TV land demanding a laugh track 

because diversion is more comfortable 
than confronting reality. 

What happened when she was honest 
before Jesus? In fact, we can ask the ques-
tion, why did Jesus ask her about her hus-
band anyway? Don’t we avoid difficult 
issues in our happy churches? Did Jesus 
want to shame her or show his superior 
standard of living as a single Jewish male? 

Jesus addressed the matter about living 
water and husbands precisely because the 
truth is, relationships in general, and men 
specifically, would never quench her thirst. 
It was a worship issue, not a guy thing. If 
Jesus never entered uncomfortable and 
honest conversations, this woman would 
never have seen her need for him. 

What happens with an honest conversa-
tion with Jesus? The woman, in an amaz-
ing moment of quiet courage, says to the 
people in her town, “Come see the man 
who told me everything I ever did! Could 
he be the Messiah?” The Samaritan woman 
entrusted her life with Jesus. She was com-
fortable knowing that Jesus knew. 

Jesus introduces words of living water 
into their coffee break and the woman con-
cludes the time with being okay that this  
man knows everything about her. We are 
thankful Jesus knows us because he over-
whelms us with grace. The beauty in a quiet 
yet courageous conversation is we become 
comfortable with being known, trusting it is 
in the honest conversations that our wor-
ship changes and our hearts are transformed.

Final thought
Vignette has French origins, meaning “little 
vine.” When you look at a vine, you usually 
notice the vine as a whole and that is how 
we often view courage. It’s the lives of 
people who live fearlessly. However, the 
whole vine is made up of vignettes, small 
stories of courage. And when these hidden 
moments of quiet courage are united not 
only with the living Saviour but with His 
body worldwide, glory is given to God. 
Courage lived out was never meant to be 
our story but His story so He receives the 
glory. When you have honest, life-changing 
conversations, you glorify the name of God. 
And on it goes, quiet moments around the 
world bringing change and glory. And 
when someone asks you about your vi-
gnette, you are able to tell them about Jesus.

What does quiet courage look like in 
your life? 

David Robinson is pastor of Grace Bible Church, 
Cambridge, ON. This article was first given as 
a session at COURAGEOUS 2015.

IT WAS A WORSHIP ISSUE, NOT A GUY THING. 
IF JESUS NEVER ENTERED UNCOMFORTABLE 
AND HONEST CONVERSATIONS, THIS WOMAN 
WOULD NEVER HAVE SEEN HER NEED FOR HIM. 
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| rewind

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› In the last column, 
we looked at John Calvin’s conversion in depth. 
Less than a year after this radical change in his life, 
Calvin records, people began to flock to him to be 
taught pure doctrine. But it was a dangerous time 
in France for anyone who embraced evangelical 

convictions. Forced to flee because of persecution, Calvin made his 
way in January 1535, to Basel, where the elderly Erasmus, Heinrich 
Bullinger (Zwingli’s friend and successor at Zurich), Guillaume 
Farel, Pierre Olivétain—Calvin’s cousin—were staying. While he 
was there Calvin set to work to complete a systematic theology he 
had begun, namely his Institutes of the Christian Religion.

After a year or so at Basel, Calvin set out for Italy. He came to 
Ferrara, where he seems to have intended to settle down to a life 
of scholarship, and where he hoped to earn his living as a secretary 
to Princess Renée, the sister-in-law of Francis I, King of France. 
But this did not work out and Calvin ended up back in France. He 
only stayed six months, though, because the Edict of Lyons (May 
31, 1536) “allowed heretics to live in the kingdom on the condition 
that they were reconciled to Rome within six months.” 

Calvin comes to Geneva
Calvin intended to head for Strasbourg, where he hoped he would 
be able to settle down and carve out for himself the quiet life of a 
scholar. In his words, he longed for “some obscure corner” in 
which he could have time for reflection and repose. The main road 
to Strasbourg, though, was closed. So he took a different route, 
one that went by way of Geneva. He intended to stay but one night 
in Geneva. 

Not long before Calvin’s arrival, the city had declared itself for 
the Reformation through the preaching of Guillaume Farel, an in-
defatigable evangelist, and Pierre Viret. Here are Calvin’s words 
from the “Preface” to the Commentary on the Psalms: “Popery had 
been driven from [Geneva] by the exertions of…[Guillaume Farel], 
and Peter Viret; but matters were not yet brought to a settled state, 
and the city was divided into unholy and dangerous factions.” 

Called to ministry
Farel discovered that he was 
staying in the city—he knew of 
Calvin through having read the 
first edition of the Institutes, that 
of 1536. He discerned that Cal-
vin was the very sort of man to 
help him in Geneva, especially 
since Farel was more of a pioneer 
and evangelist than a pastor and 
teacher. So he went to see Calvin, 
and there ensued a fascinating 
discussion. He sought to persuade 
Calvin to stay and help him. But Calvin was adamant that he was 
headed for Strasbourg. Eventually Farel, Calvin later wrote, “find-
ing that he gained nothing by entreaties, …proceeded to utter an 
imprecation that God would curse my retirement, and the tran-
quillity of the studies which I sought, if I should withdraw and re-
fuse to give assistance.” Calvin said he was stricken with terror and 

“felt…as if God had from heaven laid his mighty hand upon me to 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on early french evangelicals

CALVIN COMES TO GENEVA

arrest me.” So, Calvin stayed in Geneva. It was certainly not the 
normal way God calls men to pastoral ministry!

Calvin’s words in his commentary on Matthew 8:19 well capture 
the nature of this experience. The passage concerns the scribe 
who came to our Lord Jesus and told him, “Teacher, I will follow 
you wherever you go.” Calvin has this to say about this scribe:

We must bear in mind that he was a scribe, who had been ac-
customed to a quiet and easy life, had enjoyed honour, and 
was ill-fitted to endure reproaches, poverty, persecutions, and 
the cross. He wishes indeed to follow Christ, but dreams of an 
easy and agreeable life, and of dwellings filled with every con-
venience; whereas the disciples of Christ must walk among 
thorns, and march to the cross amidst uninterrupted afflic-
tions. The more eager he is, the less he is prepared. He seems 
as if he wished to fight in the shade and at ease, neither an-
noyed by sweat nor by dust, and beyond the reach of the 
weapons of war. …Let us therefore look upon ourselves as 
warned, in his person, not to boast lightly and at ease, that we 
will be the disciples of Christ, while we are taking no thought 
of the cross, or of afflictions; but, on the contrary, to consider 
early what sort of condition awaits us. The first lesson which 
he [i.e. Christ] gives us, on entering his school, is to deny our-
selves, and take up his cross, Matt. 16:24.

Eventually Farel, Calvin 
later wrote, “finding 

that he gained nothing 
by entreaties, …pro-

ceeded to utter an 
imprecation that God 

would curse my retire-
ment, and the tranquil-

lity of the studies which 
I sought, if I should 

withdraw and refuse to 
give assistance.” 

John Calvin (1509–1564)
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Calvin marries
The first phase of Calvin’s ministry in Geneva lasted from 1536 to 
1538, during which time Calvin’s ministry was attacked by Anabap-
tists and plagued by various dissensions in the city. Eventually, he 
was expelled from the city in 1538, along with Farel. He then lived 
in exile in Strasbourg for three years. 

During these three years away from Geneva, 1538 to 1541, Calvin 
married. Urged on by a number of friends, including Farel, he gave 
Farel a list of the attributes he sought in a wife. He was not con-
cerned with physical beauty, he told him, so long as the woman 
was chaste, sensible, economical, patient and “likely to take care 
of my health.” Farel told him that he knew just the woman. But it 
did not work out. Then, a woman of noble background was pro-
posed. Calvin was not at all happy about it, for she spoke no French 
and might give herself airs. But Calvin’s brother Antoine was keen 
about the marriage. So Calvin agreed as long as the woman prom-
ised to learn French. This was the beginning of 1540. But on March 
29, 1540, Calvin was saying that he would never think of marrying 
her “unless the Lord had entirely bereft me of my wits”! But by 
August 1540 he had met and married another woman, a widow by 
the name of Idelette de Bure, who had two children. Her first hus-
band, Jean Stordeur (d.1540) had been an Anabaptist leader, who, 
through discussing theology with Calvin, had become convinced 
of the Reformed position.

Not a lot is said by Calvin about his wife in his letters during 
their eight and a half years of marriage (she died March 1549, hav-
ing suffered ill health for a number of years), but now and then a 
remark shows how close they were to one another. For example, 
during the spring of 1541, before he returned to Geneva, Calvin 
was with his wife in Strasbourg. A plague was raging in the city 
and Calvin decided to stay in Strasbourg but send his wife away for 
her own safety. He wrote to Farel that “day and night my wife has 
been constantly in my thoughts, in need of advice now that she is 
separated from her husband.” They had no children. One son, 
Jacques, died soon after birth in 1542. “The Lord,” he wrote to 
Viret, “has certainly inflicted a severe and bitter wound in the 
death of our baby son. But He is Himself a Father and knows best 
what is good for his children.” 

At the time of his wife’s death he could state in a letter to Farel:

Truly mine is no common grief. I have been bereaved of the best 
friend of my life, of one who, if it had been so ordained, would 
willingly have shared not only my poverty but also my death. 
During her life she was the faithful helper of my ministry.

It is not at all widely known that during the years of his marriage, 
and after, Calvin’s brother Antoine, Antoine’s wife and four chil-
dren lived with him as well. Antoine’s wife was accused of adultery 
in 1548, but acquitted, only to be convicted in 1557 of another case 
of adultery. She left Geneva—and Antoine with the four children 
remained with Calvin. Antoine obtained a divorce, remarried and 
had four more children. Thus, for most of his life, Calvin’s house 
was full of young children. He passed his life, not in the seclusion 
and quiet of a scholastic retreat-centre, as he had once hoped, but 
in the midst of the pleasures and worries of domesticity. His ser-
mons, tracts, and correspondence were written not in an ivory 
tower, but against such a background. 

Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin is a historian, author and professor of church 
history and biblical spirituality at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He is also the director of the Andrew 
Fuller Center for Baptist Studies at SBTS.

BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› The luck of the Irish had seemed to run 
out for poor, young Patrick. Having been captured in his homeland 
of England, he was trafficked as a slave to Ireland when he was 
only sixteen. But he found the pot of God’s providence as God 
brought him to faith in Christ while he was still a slave in Ireland 
and then allowed him to escape back home to England. Later, how-
ever, he returned to Ireland as a messenger of God’s news. But was 
it good or bad news?

After delivering the bad news of our sin and God’s wrath, Paul 
focuses on the beautiful feet of those who proclaim good news in 
Romans 10:14–15, “How, then, can they call on the one they have 
not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom 
they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!’” Messengers in the Bible could either be bear-
ers of good news of blessing or bad news of judgement. Some-
times the message that they delivered was mixed with both good 
and bad news. So do you want the good or the bad news of the 
gospel first?

The bad news is that we are bad. The Bible describes our nature 
as sinful. We have not only fallen short of God’s standard of perfec-
tion but we have transgressed his standards as well. Not only are 

the nonreligious sinners but even 
those who consider themselves to 
be “holier than thou” are just as sin-
ful in God’s sight. The reason why 
we make sinful choices is because 
we have all inherited our sinful na-
ture from Adam and Eve when they 
disobeyed God in the Garden of 
Eden and plunged the whole human 
race into sin.

To add insult to injury, we are not 
only bad but because we are bad 
God is mad. The Bible says that the 

wrath of God is revealed against the sinfulness of men. Despite 
popular opinion that the God of the Old Testament was given to 
random temper tantrums but has now evolved into a God of love, 
the Bible teaches that first and foremost God is holy and he must 
punish all sin. The age-old question of the gospel is: How can God 
be just and still justify the guilty? For God to show his love to us, 
someone must not only bear our punishment but give us the right-
eousness that God requires.

And that is the good news of the gospel that both God and we can 
be glad because of Christ. Jesus covered and removed our sin as he 
suffered the hell of God’s wrath against our sin on the cross and 
clothes us with the perfect righteousness that only he can provide. 
His sacrifice for sin and righteousness are received by faith alone 
in Christ alone.

You and I need to preach the gospel to ourselves. We need to 
daily remind ourselves that we deserve God’s wrath in hell for our 
sins but by faith we have received his grace because of the blood of 
Christ. Although we are bad and God is mad, we both can be glad 
through Christ. 

| GUEST column

THE BAD NEWS & 
THE GOOD NEWS

You and I need to 
preach the gospel to 
ourselves. We need 
to daily remind 
ourselves that we 
deserve God’s wrath 
in hell for our sins 
but by faith we have 
received his grace 
because of the blood 
of Christ. 
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A s the school day begins, thousands of school 
children sit on the ground listening to a man 
talking about the Light of the world. Some 
fidget and wish he would soon finish, but a 
few, like the boy and the girl in the second row, 
seem to hang on his every word. They are lis-

tening intently to the Word of God. 
“There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is 

the way of death,” he quotes from the book of Proverbs. He then 
goes on to tell them the story of the prodigal son who ran away so 
he could do all the things he wanted to do. As time went on, and 
the son’s so-called friends deserted him, he was left alone to die, 
but…he came to his senses, remembered the love of his father and 
ran back home to ask his forgiveness. 

During the week, thousands of students in the township of Tem-
bisa (near Johannesburg) hear the Scriptures read and the gospel 
taught through the work of Kids Gospel Ministries (KGM). Children 
hear the truth, that all people are born sinners who love darkness 
rather than light because their deeds are evil. They are taught that 
their end will be never-ending and horrible suffering in hell unless 
they put their trust in God’s Son, Jesus Christ. God loved the world 
so much that he gave his only Son to live a perfect, sinless life on 
earth and to suffer and die on a cross, taking on himself the punish-
ment of death for the sin of those sinners who repent and put their 
trust in him. He gives these sinners his perfect righteousness (they 
have none of their own) making them “right” with God and he 
promises them eternal life with him in heaven when they die. 

How it all began
Kids Gospel Ministry started with just one person, Jenni, who had 
been trained to work with children. KGM registered in South Africa 
as a non-profit organization under the chairmanship of Pastor Irving 
Steggles, as a ministry of Birchleigh Baptist Church (BBC). Other 
Baptist churches in South Africa supported the work in small ways 
but the bulk of the work fell to Jenni and a few part-time volunteers.

Jenni started the work in 2008 by visiting primary schools in 
Tembisa, asking for opportunities to speak at morning assem-
blies, or start “after school” Bible clubs and holiday Bible clubs on 

ACROSS THE GLOBE

the school premises. Some schools were welcoming, others were 
non-committal. Slowly, opportunities arose and eventually Jenni 
began to use the many opportunities to teach children about the 
gospel. By 2012, the volume grew to be too much for just one 
person, so we at BBC began to pray for God to bring more full-
time workers into KGM.

We recognized our utter dependence on God for this and that 
made us all pray earnestly for God to provide. He did! A young 
couple started attending Birchleigh Baptist Church and they had a 
desire to follow the Lord in full-time ministry. Herman and 
Natasha, new Christians with an amazing testimony of God’s grace 
in their own lives, were anxious to work full time in evangelism 
and preaching in Tembisa. They were eventually commissioned by 
the BBC as missionaries to Tembisa.

Herman started a feeding scheme on Tuesday afternoons and 
preached in the open air. He spoke to people on the streets and 
then began to see the great need to reach out to the many high 
schools in Tembisa. He began with a couple of school assemblies 
each week and ended up preaching the gospel to some 2,000 kids. 
He felt the need to reach out to the kids who really wanted to know 
the gospel and started a Bible study in one of the schools. Slowly, 
teenagers began attending. 

Birchleigh Baptist Church challenged
Sunday mornings at BBC changed dramatically when Herman 
traded his old, run-down car for an old Volkswagen mini bus. He 
wanted people to experience a church where Christ was preached 
and the love of Christ was evident, so he started transporting 
men, women and children from Tembisa to our morning service. 
The mission field came to Birchleigh! As transport continued, the 
church filled up with spiritually lost people needing to hear the 
gospel. My husband Roland started helping with pick-ups and re-
turn trips to Tembisa. The mini bus would often break down and 
because our budget was so low Roland tried his best to do repairs 
on the Volkswagen to keep it going. Sunday fellowship lunches 
became a Sunday feeding scheme with over 100 mouths to feed. 
Great opportunities were right there in front of us—sit down over 
lunch and speak to people about the Lord, encourage them in 

FOCUS ON SOUTH AFRICA

SEEING GOD  
AT WORK IN 
THE TOWNSHIP 
OF TEMBISA
BY SUSAN SEILER
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their broken lives and spend time just loving the children.
When an HIV victim, Margaret, first arrived in church she 

looked like she was near death. She could barely shuffle and was 
almost carried into the church each week. A drug pusher attended 
for a while. Children off the street, elderly ladies and men, young 
and old, started filling the pews. People with no work, broken fam-
ilies, a grandmother whose daughter had been shot to death by her 
husband and other stories of broken lives.

The story of a 16-year-old boy named Tshepo tugged at the hearts 
of everyone. He started absorbing the Bible, reading it so often that 
his mother thought he was going to fail at school. His Bible had so 
many verses underlined that there was hardly a verse that wasn’t 
highlighted. He talked about the Lord so much at school that the 
school authorities threatened him with expulsion and his mother 
punished him to try and make him stop. He wanted to prove to his 
mother that reading the Bible would not cause his grades to fall so 
he asked Roland for some help with math. Roland had him and a 
group from his class over to our home and they sat around the table 
studying together each week until the math got too complicated for 
Roland. Tshepo and others developed a good work ethic under 
Roland’s tuition. Until today, Tshepo continues to study diligently 
and do well in school while he stands firm in his faith. Tshepo is 
in his final year of high school and will apply to attend the African 
Christian University in Zambia in 2016.

KGM and Tembisa Evangelism join forces
The workers in KGM and the evangelists and preachers in Tembisa 
are now working together as a team. The Lord has raised up additional 
full-time workers and part-time volunteers who work together to 
reach kids in schools and who spend time on the streets talking to 
people about Christ and giving out tracts. An ordained pastor in the 
Dutch Reformed Church has recently become a member of Birch-
leigh Baptist Church and is working in Tembisa almost full time. Nico 
is a single young man, full of zeal and fearless in preaching the gospel. 
He has been a great help to the KGM and Tembisa teams. He tells 
wonderful stories of the responses of young kids and teenagers. School 
leaders have called on Nico and Herman to help deal with kids who 
have been terrifying other students with their Satanic curses. 

A building in the Welamlambo district of Tembisa was rented in 
January 2015 so that a Welamlambo Baptist Mission (WBM) Sun-
day morning service and Sunday school could be held right in the 
township. So many people have begun to attend that two morning 
services are now held. 

Jenni continues to work with KGM in the schools but last year 
took time off to develop a manual that can be used in townships 
throughout South Africa. This was written to train children’s work-
ers to give African children a solid understanding of the truths of 
the Bible. The manual and workbook were published at the end of 
2014 and Jenni has been presenting this material further afield to 
children’s workers, pastors, Sunday school teachers and others in-
terested in children’s ministry. 

Funding
How is this work funded? How are Herman and his family (wife 
and two adopted toddlers) supported? How do Nico and Jenni sur-
vive? I don’t know! The only answer is that the Lord provides. 
Birchleigh Baptist Church has a very small financial base and yet it 
supports KGM, Township Reformation, Welamlambo Baptist Mis-
sion and African Pastors’ Conferences ministries. The Lord pro-
vides in his own perfect timing, not all at once but little by little, 
bit by bit, keeping us totally dependent on him. One person gives 
enough to have Nico’s car repaired, another slips Herman enough 
to buy groceries, the feeding scheme is supplied by a local grocery 
store, and those at BBC prayer meetings plead with God for funds 
one week and praise him for answered prayer the next. 

Do I sound excited? Well, I am! The Lord of the church is build-
ing his church and he is doing it in his way, in his time and by his 
power. This article was not written to make you think that BBC has 
a special formula or is better than any other church. I wrote this to 
show you that God is at work using weak men and women to bring 
the message of salvation to the hearts of men, women and children. 
Worship and praise the Lord with us for what he has done! 

Susan Seiler works with Wycliffe, supporting Bible translation through 
Bible typesetting. She and her husband, Roland, are based in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, and are members of Birchleigh Baptist Church.

From top left: Teaching the children, Inxiweni Baptist Church; Susan with women from BBC; Nyiko Assembly; Welamlambo Baptist Mission
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words and actions. Griefshare.org can also 
be a daily source of encouragement that 
you can direct your loved ones to.

For those in your life who experience 
suffering, perhaps through besetting sin, 
addiction, desire for children or a spouse, 
it’s also fundamental to just be there for 
them. Often we can feel ill-equipped or 
that we aren’t making a difference. But 
Satan would like nothing better than to 
make the isolating emotions of those who 
suffer a reality. Just being a presence, 
someone to listen, to cry with, to be a 
heartbeat in a lonely room, can be such an 
encouragement. Max Lucado offers insight 
with a well-loved but often overused piece 
of Scripture: 

God at times permits tragedies. He 
permits the ground to grow dry and 
stalks to grow bare. He allows Satan to 
unleash mayhem. But he doesn’t allow 
Satan to triumph. Isn’t this the prom-
ise of Romans 8:28: “And we know 
that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose”? 
The isolated events might be evil, but 
the ultimate culmination is good. 

Reminding ourselves of God’s sover-
eignty, as seen throughout Scripture, is 
also encouraging. Consider Joseph: he 
was sold into slavery and thrown into 
prison—only to be in the right place at the 
right time to interpret Pharoah’s dreams. 
Or, consider the tragic life of Job, devas-
tated by loss and yet he can say with con-
fidence in Job 42:3, “Surely I spoke of 
things I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me to know.” Yet, this is not 
where Job started. Does this sound famil-
iar: “I have no peace, no quietness; I have 
no rest, but only turmoil”? Suffering on 
earth is to be expected by the believer, we 
are under attack especially when we are 
most vulnerable. 

Equipped with the Word of God, and the 
body of Christ to administer love and relief, 
we can face these dark days. As Lucado 
writes: 

You’ll get through this waiting room 
season…the doctor will step out of 
his office and take the seat next to 
yours. “Just thought I’d keep you com-
pany while you are waiting.” Not every 
physician will do that, but yours will. 
After all, he is the Great Physician. 

BY SARAH VLIETSTRA ›› 
Have you felt this past win-
ter was especially dark and  
heavy with loss? Blame the 
plummeting temperatures 
imprisoning us in our 

homes or maybe this season was filled with 
unexpected funerals, hurting friends or 
struggling family members. It’s hard to see 
loved ones hurting. It’s even more difficult 
to know what to do or say even if it’s an 
experience you have been through. Grief is 
intensely personal and, contrary to most 
books, it doesn’t follow a predictable series 
of steps. God’s Word offers solace and com-
fort but how can we apply it in love and 
live it to those who grieve?

Reading and listening to Scripture has 
been a steadying starting point for me. Be-
ing in relationship with those who experi-
ence suffering can shake our faith and make 
us wonder why God would put our loved 
one through such agony. Acknowledging 
that you don’t have the answers or can’t see 
the purpose is okay, it shows our human 
perspective and can reflect a simple trust in 
the God who prepares us for the future. 
Jesus tells us with certainty: “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be com-
forted” (Matthew 5:4). 

Walking alongside those who mourn is a 
rare privilege as we are Spirit-led to bring 
comfort through regular talks, thoughtful 
notes, warm meals and just being avail-
able through the months and years. Often 
those who experience the death of a loved 
one are inundated with love and support 
in the first month, but as the busyness of 
the funeral ebbs away, the new reality of 
loss can be the most taxing and isolating. 
After the loss of her young daughter, Nancy 
Guthrie writes, 

our greatest source of truth to combat 
confusion and lies is the Word of God. 
But when I suggest that, I am not talk-
ing about denying real feelings by 
quoting cliches and misapplied prom-
ises from random Scriptures. I resent 
it when someone seems to pat me on 
the head with a Bible verse in way that 
devalues my hurt and dismisses my 
deep questions… the truth is what we 
need most when the hurt is deep.

Nancy’s honesty echoes the need to be in 
relationship with the grieving individual 
and to live out the gospel with timely 

WALKING WITH THOSE WHO GRIEVE
| culture COMMENT

… as the busyness of the funeral ebbs 
away, the new reality of loss can be the 
most taxing and isolating. 
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

YOU AND ME FOREVER
Marriage in light of eternity
BY FRANCIS CHAN AND LISA CHAN
Claire Love Publishing (2014), 192 pgs
ISBN 978-0990351405

You and Me Forever is an incred-
ibly convicting book on mar-
riage in the light of eternity. 
Francis and Lisa Chan tackle 
the broad topics of fighting 
well, acting with humility and 
raising children—all through 
the focus of marriage as a team- 
based opportunity to fulfill our 
God-given mission of evangel-
ism. In Chan’s challenging style, 
he confronts the idolatry of 
worshipping our families and 
marriages with our time, money 
and resources and contrasts 
that with our true purpose: to 
serve God by exemplifying self-
lessness, sacrifice and submis-
sion. A byproduct of loving God 
first is the unity we desire for 
our marriage and family. This 
inspiring book is a free down-
load at youandmeforever.org 
or paperback sales go toward 
mission work.—SARAH VLIETSTRA

FOR CHRIST  
AND HIS CHURCH
Essays in service of the church  
and its mission
BY RICK REED & PROFESSORS AT 
HERITAGE COLLEGE & SEMINARY
Joshua Press (2015), 78 pgs
ISBN 978-1894400657

For Christ and his church is a 
small book of essays by profes-
sors from Heritage College & 
Seminary, Cambridge, Ontario. 
The themes of the essays vary 
but they cohesively form a 

whole, with the goal of helping 
leaders in the church grow, be 
further equipped and challenged 
to serve. The topics covered 
range from singles in the church 
and Christian funerals, to a his-
torical essay on Canada Baptist 
College (by Michael Haykin) 
and the shepherd metaphor in 
Scripture. I found Rick Reed’s 
chapter, “Reuniting God’s people 
with God’s Word,” particularly 
well written and challenging as 
he seeks to traverse the distance 
that technology has sometimes 
given us from the written Word. 
He calls for pastors to “model 
engagement with the Bible.” “It 
should be apparent that we are 
personally and presently en-
gaged with the Bible—reading 
it, meditating on it, rejoicing in 
it and responding to it.”

—JANICE VAN ECK

THE EXCELLENT 
BENJAMIN KEACH
BY AUSTIN WALKER
Joshua Press (2015), 449 pgs
ISBN 978-189440063-3

If you’re looking for a good biog-
raphy to sink your mind into 
this spring, this hefty tome 
from Joshua Press just might do 
the trick! Benjamin Keach was 
an important early Baptist leader 
in seventeenth-century England 

—a time of great ecclesiastical 
and political turmoil. As a Dis-
senting preacher, Keach endured 
both persecution and imprison-
ment for his faith. Author Austin 
Walker relates the events of 
Keach’s life with skill and interest, 
and one gets a taste for the chal-

lenges of life for a believer in 
those days. Eventually, Keach 
pastored a church in South-
wark, on the south bank of the 
Thames in London, where a 
young Charles Spurgeon was to 
come many years later. Keach is 
also well-known as a polemicist 
and apologist, defending the 
Christian faith and Baptist con-
victions against some of the 
prevailing errors of the day. An 
interesting read!—JPV

THE HOUSE OF GOD
BY JOHN PETER BODNER
Resource Publications (2013), 394 pgs
ISBN 978-1620326879

The House of God is a book of 
meditations on Paul’s first let-
ter to Timothy. Geoff Thomas 
writes in the foreword, “I am 
convinced that the simple de-
votional reading of this book 
on First Timothy, its exhorta-
tions and hymns, while letting 
its truths do their own work in 
our entire personalities, can-
not but serve the end of reviv-
ing ‘experimental religion’ in 
all who read it.” To which I 
would add my hearty “Amen!”

The House of God is a rich 
daily devotional reading in the 
book of 1 Timothy accompan-
ied by Bible readings, hymns 
and poetry. This book has in-
creased my appreciation for 1 
Timothy and given me a deep-
ening conviction of what it 
means to be a pastor in “God’s 
household,” and the need to 
heed one’s life and doctrine. 
The readings for the day are not 
too lengthy and can be savoured 

and prayed over. The other de-
lightful bonus is the amazing 
number of hymns and verses of 
poetry. Pastor Bodner has a 
wonderful gift of hymn writing 
and these verses bring height-
ened enjoyment to one’s daily 
reading. Also available on Kin-
dle.—BRIAN ROBINSON

THE DARING MISSION OF 
WILLIAM TYNDALE
BY STEVEN J. LAWSON
Reformation Trust (2015), 184 pgs
ISBN 978-1567694352

If you enjoy reading about how 
biography and theology have 
interacted in history, the develop-
ment and etymology of the 
English language and the cour-
age of saints of the past, you’ll 
value reading this new book by 
Steven J. Lawson. Tyndale’s in-
fluence on the present-day 
English-speaking church cannot 
be overstated. His indefatiguable 
determination to bring the Word 
of God out of the “dark ages” of 
a church that was distorting its 
truth and hiding behind the 
Latin Vulgate is remarkable. 
Sacrificing personal safety, any 
sense of comfort or security in 
his life, Tyndale not only trans-
lated the Scriptures from the 
original Hebrew and Greek 
manuscripts into English—
something that had been for-
bidden—but he also wrote other 
works to seek to touch the 
hearts of people with Reforma-
tion truths. His death in 1536 
did not thwart God’s purposes 
of using Tyndale’s life and work 
for God’s greater glory!—JPV 
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badiah possessed early piety—“I thy servant fear the 
Lord from my youth” [1 Kings 18:12]. Oh, that all our 
youth who may grow up to manhood and womanhood 
may be able to say the same! Happy are the people 
who are in such a case!

How Obadiah came to fear the Lord in youth we 
cannot tell. The instructor by whom he was led to 

faith in Jehovah is not mentioned. Yet, we may reasonably con-
clude that he had believing parents. Slender as the ground may 
seem to be, I think it is pretty firm, when I remind you of his name. 
This would very naturally be given him by 
his father or his mother, and as it signifies 

“the servant of Jehovah,” I should think it 
indicated his parents’ piety. In days of perse-
cution against the faithful, and the name of 
Jehovah was in contempt because the calves 
of Bethel and the images of Baal were set up 
everywhere, I do not think that unbelieving 
parents would have given their child the 
name of “the servant of Jehovah,” if they 
themselves had not felt a reverence for the 
Lord. They would not idly have courted the 
remarks of their idolatrous neighbours, and 
the enmity of the great. The selection of 
such a name betrays to me their desire that 
their boy might grow up to serve Jehovah. 
Whether this be so or not, it is quite certain 
that thousands of believers owe their first 
bent towards godliness to the sweet associa-
tions of home. How many of us might well 
have borne some such a name as that of Oba-
diah; for no sooner did we see the light than 
our parents tried to enlighten us with the 
truth, we were consecrated to the service of 
God before we knew that there was a God. 
Many a tear of earnest prayer fell on our in-
fant brow and sealed us for heaven; we were 
nursed in the atmosphere of devotion; there 
was scarce a day in which we were not urged to be faithful servants 
of God, and entreated while we were yet young to seek Jesus and 
give our hearts to him.

This early piety of Obadiah’s had special marks of genuineness 
about it. The way in which he described it is very instructive, “I 
thy servant fear the Lord from my youth.” I hardly remember in 
all my life to have heard the piety of children described in ordin-
ary conversation by this term, though it is the common word of 
the Scriptures. We say, “The dear child loved God.” We talk of their 

“being made so happy,” and so forth, and I do not question the 
rightness of the language; still, the Holy Spirit speaks of “the fear 
of the Lord” as “the beginning of wisdom” [Psalm 111:10]; and 
David says, “Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord” [Psalm 34:11]. Children will get great joy 
through faith in the Lord Jesus; but that joy, if true, is full of lowly 
reverence and awe of the Lord.

You do not need me to speak to you at large upon the advantages 
of early piety. I will, therefore, only sum them up in a few senten-

ces. To be a believer in God early in life is to be saved from a thou-
sand regrets. Such a person shall never have to say that he carries 
in his bones the sins of his youth. Early piety helps us to form as-
sociations for the rest of life which will prove helpful, and it saves 
us from those which are harmful. The Christian young man will 
not fall into the common sins of young men, and injure his consti-
tution by excesses. He will be likely to be married to a Christian 
woman, and so to have a holy companion in his march toward 
heaven. He will select as his associates those who will be his 
friends in the church and not in the bar; his helpers in virtue, and 

not his tempters to vice. Depend upon it, a 
great deal depends upon whom we choose 
for our companions when we begin life. If 
we start in bad company, it is very hard to 
break away from it. 

The person brought to Christ early in life 
has this further advantage, that he is helped 
to form holy habits and he is saved from be-
ing the slave of their opposites. Habits 
soon become a second nature; to form new 
ones is hard work; but those formed in 
youth remain in old age. There is some-
thing in that verse:

      ’Tis easier work if we begin
 To serve the Lord betimes;
      But sinners who grow old in sin
 Are hardened in their crimes.

I am sure it is so. Moreover, very frequently, 
those who are brought to Christ while young 
grow in grace more rapidly and readily than 
others do. They have not so much to unlearn, 
and they have not such a heavy weight of old 
memories to carry. The scars and bleeding 
sores which come of having spent years in 
the service of the devil are missed by those 
whom the Lord brings into his church be-

fore they have wandered far into the world.
As to early piety in its bearing upon others, I cannot too highly 

commend it. How attractive it is! Grace looks loveliest in youth. 
That which would not be noticed in the grown-up man, strikes at 
once the most careless observer when seen in a child. Grace in a 
child has a convincing force: the infidel drops his weapon and ad-
mires. A word spoken by a child abides in the memory, and its 
artless accents touch the heart. Where the minister’s sermon fails, 
the child’s prayer may gain the victory. Moreover, religion in chil-
dren suggests encouragement to those of riper years; for others 
seeing the little one saved say to themselves, “Why should not we 
also find the Lord?” By a certain secret power it opens closed 
doors, and turns the key in the lock of unbelief. Where nothing 
else could win a way for truth, a child’s love has done it. It is still 
true, “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained 
strength because of Thine enemies, that Thou mightest still the 
enemy and the avenger” [Psalm 8:2]. 
From Spurgeon’s book, Come ye Children. Excerpt edited by JPV.

VOICES FROM THE PAST

The advantages and attractiveness of a child’s faith. BY CHARLES H. SPURGEON

OBADIAH’S EARLY PIETY

To be a believer in God early in 
life is to be saved from a thou-
sand regrets. Such a person shall 
never have to say that he carries 
in his bones the sins of his youth. 
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LITTLE PILLOWS
Adapted from Frances Ridley Havergal

Our forerunner
“But command Joshua, and encourage 
him and strengthen him; for he shall go 
over before this people, and he shall 
cause them to inherit the land which 
you will see.” (Deuteronomy 3:28)

Joshua was a type of Christ in many 
things. God gave him to be a leader and 
commander of the people. He was their 
captain in war and their saviour from 
their enemies.

In this verse, God told Moses that 
Joshua should go over before the 
people into Canaan, and “cause them 
to inherit the land.”

This is what the Lord Jesus Christ has 
done for us. He has gone before, in front 
of, the great army of the living God who 
have crossed or have yet to cross the 
river of death. His blessed feet have 
passed that river, and made the cross-
ing easy for us, so that the dark waters 
will never overflow one of us, not even a 
little child.

He has gone before us into the 
beautiful land to prepare the many 
mansions for us. He is there, waiting for 
us, ready to give us his own most sweet 
and gracious welcome to his own fair 
country, as soon as our feet have 
crossed the river.

Will you fear to go where Jesus has 
gone before? Will you fear to go where 
he is? You know you must die. You know 
that even little children die who are 
much younger than you. And, very like-
ly, you do not like to think about dying. 
I do not think you need think at all 
about lying cold and dead and being 
put in the grave. When that does come, 
it will not matter to you in the least. If 
Jesus is your Saviour, if he takes away 
your sins, death will only be like being 
carried in a minute across a narrow 
stream, and meeting the loving and 
glorious One on the other side, where 
he is gone over before. It will be your 
own land, your own beautiful and holy 
and glorious home forever. 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

Hiding in God’s shelter
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› Read Psalm 91. In this psalm we are taught that God watches over 
his people and never fails to protect and be a refuge for them.

1. We often look for hiding places when we are scared and afraid. In Psalm 91, what are the 
hiding places that the psalmist speaks of?

2. Who, in verse 11, does God send to care for his people at times?

3. In verse 14, what does God commend or approve of in his people?

Word search
angels
answer
darkness
disaster
faithfulness
fear
fortress
God
guard
honour
lion
love
night
plague
protect
refuge
salvation
satisfy
shadow
shelter
shield
terror
trouble
wings

DID YOU KNOW?
››  the hiding place was written by Corrie ten Boom after World War II. she survived the 
horrors of Ravensbruck concentration camp when a “clerical error” allowed her release.

S L E G N A G L A D U R

R A I L U L F L O W S O

S E R O M A O W S E A D

S E T D N T R O A V L A

E V O L H A T D T E V R

N G O G E E R A I G A K

L D I F R H E H S U T N

U N I R E H S S F F I E

F P O S E L S W Y E O S

H R L I A W B R E R N S

T O R A W S S U S T A I

I T N A G I T N O A P N

A E E O R U N E A R I E

F C B F U A E G R E T R

O T R O U R E L S O N S
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› The Bible has a lot to 
say about food. There are warnings against glut-
tony and over-indulgence (see Proverbs 23:20–21; 
Philippians 3:19). But there are also many positive 
references to food and feasting. One of the key sac-
raments of the New Testament, for example, is the 

Lord’s Supper. Jesus spent much of his earthly ministry eating and 
feasting; he also refers to himself as the “bread of life” (John 6:35, 
48) and the Bible itself is often described as spiritual food (see 
Deuteronomy 8:3; 1 Peter 2:2; Hebrews 5:11–14; 1 Corinthians 10:3). 
To feast on the Word provides both spiritual nourishment and 
spiritual enjoyment: the psalmist writes, “How sweet are your 
words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 
119:103). Heaven is also compared to a wedding spread at an eternal 
banqueting table (see Isaiah 25:6; Matthew 22:2–4; Revelation 
19:7–9). Clearly there is a right way to enjoy food. 

Our enjoyment of food teaches us to delight in the spiritual nour-
ishment God provides. Our daily dependence on food also teaches 
us that we need to feast daily on the Word and on the person of 
Jesus Christ. Food, however, is more than a metaphor for spiritual 
blessings and it is more than physical fuel for our survival. God in-
tends for us to enjoy food this side of eternity. He created our taste 
buds and he created amazing flavours for us to enjoy. God also gave 
us the creativity to combine flavours and craft recipes that enable 
us to appreciate a total sensory experience. Anyone who has spent 
any time in or around a kitchen knows that not only does good food 
involve taste, but it also involves scent, sight, sound and texture. 
God didn’t design this “edible experience” to tempt us to gluttony, 
for we know that God doesn’t tempt anyone (James 1:13). Like 
many distortions of God’s earthly gifts, gluttony is both a physical 
and spiritual danger; however, we need to face this “deadly sin” not 
through denial but rather right enjoyment. Although tainted with 
sin, this world and the things in it are meant for our grateful and 

| the ARTS

ART OF FOOD: TASTE AND SEE

New sounds: cds with rich songs of worship 

| mixed MEDIA

satisfied enjoyment. James tells us that “every good gift” comes 
from the Lord (James 1:17). When we delight in good food, we 
bring glory to the one who made the earth and all that is in it. 

The early church spent much time eating together; today, we eat 
at weddings and funerals, church functions and social engage-
ments. Sociologists note that family meals are essential for the 
growth and development of healthy and happy children. Food 
matters, and so does the art of making food—the culinary arts. We 
need to value and appreciate the time invested in making good 
food. Parents need to teach their children how to prepare, cook 
and serve tasty dishes and delicacies. When we labour to create a 
gastronomic masterpiece, we glorify God, the one who created fla-
vours and the one who created our senses to savour all the sights, 
sounds, scents, textures and tastes.

Christians are called to “taste and see that the Lord is good” 
(Psalm 34:8). This means not only feasting on the Word of God 
and delighting in him, it also means feasting on the good things 
created by him. So go ahead; rightly enjoy food and the art of mak-
ing it wonderful. Soli Deo Gloria! 

GLORY TO THE HOLY ONE
Sacred music for the people of God
JEFF LIPPENCOTT & R.C. SPROUL
Ligonier Ministries (2015)

If you like rich orchestral music and 
classical style hymns, you will enjoy 
this new release of sacred music from 
Ligonier Ministries. With rich theology 

in verse from the pen of R.C. Sproul and original compositions by 
Emmy-nominated composer Jeff Lippencott, Glory to the Holy One 
is an album that resonates with history, depth and worship. Begin-
ning with “1517” where Sproul speaks of the foundation of the 
Protestant Reformation, Luther and justification by faith, the 
tracks that follow lift up Christ and explore the richness of our 
salvation in him and the glory of God. This release is to be accom-
panied by a concert series throughout the USA.—Janice Van Eck

PASSION: EVEN SO COME
PASSION 2015
Capitol Christian Music Group (2015)

The Passion conferences, gatherings 
of 18–25 year olds and their leaders, 
are held each January in Georgia and 
Texas and are led by Atlanta-based 
pastor Louis Giglio. The live albums 

that have been released after these events have been real musical 
treats! Committed to spreading the fame of Jesus Christ to college 
students around the globe, Passion gathers some of the top Christian 
artists like Chris Tomlin, Crowder, Kristian Stanfill and Matt 
Redman, and their worship music performed live is a deep experi-
ence. Even So Come will lift your heart to the One who has found you 
and made you a new creation by the blood of his Son. Packed with 
rich biblical content, this is a worship album to sing along to!—JPV
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