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WWW.CAREYCONFERENCE.NET
Accommodation and registration information now available

“The Carey” provides a  
Christian camp experience  
for the whole family!

As it has for over 30 years, the Carey continues  
to be a blessing for attendees of all ages. 
Organized by The Sovereign Grace Fellowship 
of Canada, the Carey provides a well-balanced 
combination of Spirit-anointed preaching, 
worship, opportunities for uplifting fellowship, 
children’s classes, sporting activities and 
restful family vacation time, making this week 
a highlight of the summer. 

Accommodations vary from onsite hotel rooms, 
cabins and cottages to tent and trailer sites. 
Other facilities include a pool, baseball and  
soccer fields, basketball and volleyball courts, 
and areas suitable for biking and walking.

We hope you’ll consider joining us for the  
2016 Carey Family Conference! 

Held at Braeside Camp
110 East River Road, 
Paris, ON N3L 3E1

SPECIAL EVENING SPEAKER

WILLIAM HUGHES
William Hughes, a pastor for many years  
in England, Scotland and Florida, continues 
an active, widely appreciated preaching 
ministry in the UK and North America. 

MORNING SESSIONS

DEALING WITH LIFE’S DEMANDS

DAY & EVENING VISITORS ARE  WELCOME!REGISTER NOW!

August 20–26, 2016
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| EDITORIAL

I wonder what kind of season of life you are in right 
now? Is it one of joy or sorrow? Of resting in the 
Saviour or wrestling with sin and the devil? Is it one of 
perplexity and confusion or quiet rest and peace? 
Doubtless among the readers of Barnabas, all those—
and more—are represented. How important then to 
know that whatever season, whatever circumstance or 

situation you find yourself in, Christ is sufficient.
There can be such a temptation in certain times to think our 

situation is so unique, our problems so dire or our sin so disas-
trous that somehow we will have caught God by surprise or his 
grace or wisdom can’t reach our circumstance. But God never 
falls short. “For in him [that is, Christ] all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell” (Colossians 1:19). As Paul writes in 2 Corinth-
ians 12:9, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Both his power and his grace is sufficient, 
for whatever your needs this hour.

Perhaps you are in a challenging church situation right now or 
troubled by the stock market turmoil over the Brexit vote and 
concerned about your future. Maybe your heart is burdened by 
unsaved family members or broken by a split in a close friendship. 
Friend, we have a sufficient, caring, compassionate Saviour who 
knows the needs of your heart.

Isaiah writes:

Why do you say, O Jacob,
    and speak, O Israel,

“My way is hid from the Lord,
    and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary,
    his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
    and to him who has no might he increases strength.
Even youths shall faint and be weary,
    and young men shall fall exhausted;
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
    they shall walk and not faint (Isaiah 40:27–31).

Yes, Christian friend, we have a God who sees, who knows, who 
cares and who is sufficient. In all of our weakness, he is strong;  
he is sufficient.

Sometimes there are those moments when God’s Word can just 
speak peace to our souls. When, in the middle of turmoil and 
frustration, we can lay our heads down and rest because we 
know—know personally—a Saviour whose eye of care is ever 
upon his people and whose love knows no limit. 

Do you have that peace today? Do you know the care of an 
all-sufficient Saviour? I encourage you to run to him today! He 
won’t turn aside. He has already counted the cost and paid the 
price for your reconciliation with the Father. He has given his life 
for sinners like you. He has been raised and lives every day 
making intercession before his Father for his redeemed people. 
Come to the One who is sufficient!

Janice Van Eck, Editor
janicevaneck@rogers.com

BAYANHONGOR, MONGOLIA: After seven years of ministry,  
14 students graduated with a Theological Studies Certificate.

CAREY  
MISSIONS 
GRADUATION  
IN MONGOLIA
COMMUNISM FELL in the early 1990s in Mongolia and as a 
result, there are many “first generation” believers. Often 
coming out of either the dark world of Shamanism or 
entering into the exciting new world of growing materialism, 
these new believers face many cultural and experiential 
challenges. For example, many church leaders, especially in 
the countryside, are young in the faith, having little to no 
opportunity for biblical training. Not only are they navigating 
through personal growth but they are also seeking to lead 
other young believers. In addition, they often work full time 
to make ends meet, making attending a Bible school in the 
capital (Ulaanbaatar)an impossibility. Many churches are 
small, sometimes simply a family meeting in the traditional 
Mongolian ger. But they become places of worshipping God, 
and sharing and experiencing the love of Jesus.

It is for these reasons and many others that Carey Missions 
has been excited to serve church leaders in Mongolia for the 
past eleven years, five in Ulaanbaatar, the capital, and seven 
in Bayanhongor, a nine to ten hour drive from the capital. 
How does one describe one’s experience among first 
generation, front-line church leaders? First, they desire a 
teacher to go through a book of the Bible and just explain 
and apply God’s Word. The impact is not only personal 
growth, but the opportunity to teach how to prepare a 
sermon which ministers to God’s people. 

Second, the resulting questions are relentless and prac-
tical. For those who have never “done church” and have had 
a significant amount of influence from various nations, their 
questions go between “How does a person respond if a 
person does this?” to “What do you do in a funeral?” This 

TRAINING CHURCH LEADERS
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JULY 30, 2016
THE ENGLISH REFORMATION 
AND ITS LEGACY 
Speaker: Lee Gatiss
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Cost: free
Lecture 1: Thomas Cranmer 
& the Lord’s Supper;
Lecture 2: Celebrating the 
life of Bishop J.C. Ryle.
Lee Gatiss is director of 
Church Society in Cambridge, 
U.K., where he also tutors 
at Cambridge University 
and lectures at the Union 
School of Theology in 
Wales. This is a great 
opportunity to hear a fine 
scholar speak on some key 
figures in church history.
Held at West Toronto Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.wtbchurch.com

AUGUST 20–26, 2016
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Main speaker: Bill Hughes
Evening theme:  
The parables of Jesus
Morning theme: Dealing 
with life’s demands
The highlight of many a 
summer, this is a great 
opportunity for ministry, 
fellowship, sports & 
programs for all ages. 
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer 2016 plans.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.net

SEPTEMBER 12, 2016
GRACE PASTORS’  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: TBD
Theme: TBD
Join with other pastors 
from 10 a.m. – 12:30 pm for 
a time of fellowship and 
mutual encouragement.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
gracepastorsfellowship.com

NOVEMBER 18–19, 2016
SGF ANNUAL GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY
Delegates and friends from 
SGF churches gather for a 
weekend of fellowship, 
assembly business and 
prayer. All are welcome!
Held at Bath Road Baptist 
Church, Kingston, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

past year, we talked about the dark spiritual world of 
demons, the sad world of death, the messy world of the 
church and the challenging world of a church leader. 

Third, you see God at work. I often communicated the 
message that just because someone comes from another 
country does not mean you need to listen to them. The 
Mongolian church is growing by God’s grace and those who 

come to share are weak 
instruments. Just like the 
Israelites, God goes before 
and behind his people, 
protecting, keeping and 
nurturing his church. 

It is striking to see the 
wisdom and insight God gives 
by his Spirit to the students 
as they are nurtured in the 
Word through prayer. God’s 
abundant grace is evident as 
they work through complex 
ministry moments with 
biblical humility. This does not 
take away the weaknesses or 
confusion at times, but it 
reveals God’s nurturing 
goodness to this early church. 
As Paul said to the Corinthian 
church, “I always thank God 

for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For 
in him you have been enriched in every way” (1 Corinthians 
1:4–5). The church in Mongolia has been enriched in every 
way because of the faithfulness of God.

This past year, after seven years of ministry (pastors Ron 
Barnes and Perry Edwards each took one trip into Bayanhong-
or), 14 students graduated with a Carey Missions Theological 
Studies Certificate. They also each received a new Bible—
with a much more accurate translation than was previously 
available. After the ceremony, we shared a meal together.

On a personal note, I am thankful for the church leaders. 
Despite the language barrier, they have become friends and 
colleagues in ministry. Please pray for the leaders and the 
country of Mongolia as God works through his might and 
mercy. —DAVID ROBINSON

news & EVENTS |

4 AREAS FOR PRAYER 
FOR MONGOLIA

→ As God’s people come 
out of darkness, they 
would see the power 
and love of the light  
of Christ.

→ In a land of growing 
materialism, they may 
see the riches of God’s 
kingdom.

→ Church leaders would 
grow in wisdom and 
insight as they serve 
God’s people.

→ A joy of knowing Christ 
would fill their lives as 
they share the good 
news of Jesus.

ALL SMILES: David Robinson (right) with a local worker, Jeff 
(left), congratulating one of the students on his achievement.
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| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES
+ Grace Pastors’ Fellowship Retreat
We are thankful to God for the time the men enjoyed at 
the pastor’s retreat. Dr. Liam Goligher brought four 
messages on “Unveiling Christ in the Psalms.” These 
messages can be found on the GPF website along with 
papers dealing with “Bio-tech and Christian bio-ethics,” 
“Well done, good and faithful servant!” and “1 Thessa-
lonians 2 ministry.” www.gracepastorsfellowship.com.

+ SGF Ladies’ Retreat 2016
Many ladies were able to join us this May for the annual 
SGF ladies retreat. We appreciated the ministry of Kristie 
Anyabwile who spoke on “Being a Titus 2 woman in a 
Romans 1 world.” If you would like to listen to the talks, go 
to: tinyurl.com/j2pzbhn. A special thanks to the ladies of 
Sovereign Grace Sarnia who organized the retreat!

+ Carey Outreach Ministries, Guelph, ON
This fall, Carey Outreach Ministries is planning teaching 
sessions in Lebanon, Egypt, the Philippines and Cuba. 
Please pray for this ministry as it trains church leaders 
across the world. Pray also for Bob Penhearow as he 
heads this ministry and does a great deal of overseas 
teaching himself.

+ SGF Annual General Assembly 2016
The annual assembly will take place at Bath Road 
Baptist Church in Kingston, ON, on November 18 and 19. 
We hope as many as possible can attend. All are 
welcome. www.sgfcanada.com

+ Grace Pastors’ Fellowship
This monthly pastors’ fraternity resumes on Monday, 
September 12, at Thistletown Baptist. See the website 
for more details. www.gracepastorsfellowship.com.

+ 2016 Canadian Carey Family Conference
Plans are well underway for the SGF’s annual family con-
ference. You won’t want to miss our special speaker, Bill 
Hughes, as he speaks on the parables of Jesus. Day and 
evening visitors are welcome. www.careyconference.net.

+ Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON
The youth group at Grace Bible Church (GBC) are 
planning a missions trip to Haiti this summer. They are 
going as a team with Galcom International to hand out 
portable radios. Please pray for all who will receive the 
gospel message on this trip!

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com so we 
can pray, praise God with you and encourage others by 
publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

| TEEN beat

UNLIKELY  
CANDIDATES

BY MARK HUDSON ›› When it comes to choosing 
people for service, God often surprises us. We note, 
not only in our own day, but down through church 
history, his willingness to utilize some of the least 
likely candidates possible. One group in which this 
fact is clearly evident is that of his twelve disciples. 

Jesus was looking for a body of men who would proclaim the gos-
pel to the world after his death and resurrection, and through 
whom he would establish the New Testament church. At first and 
second glance, this group of men collectively possessed no recog-
nized credentials, no public status, no political influence and no 
financial punch. The case for them being used to turn the world 
upside-down, to all appearances, held little chance of success.

In the group there at least four fishermen, possibly five (broth-
ers Peter and Andrew, brothers James and John, Philip), one de-
spised and socially exiled tax collector (Matthew, a.k.a. Levi), one 
zealous tax collector hater and political rebel (Simon the Zealot), 
one who initially mocked the idea of anything good coming from 
Nazareth (Nathanael, a.k.a. Bartholomew), a man who, at times, 
was hard to convince (Thomas), one who was either quite young 
or small of stature (another James, son of Mary), one who perhaps 
wanted Jesus to be more clearly seen by the world (Thaddeus, a.k.a. 
Judas not Iscariot), and, finally, one traitor-to-be (Judas Iscariot). 
Motley crew might be an appropriate moniker. They were certain-
ly not the kind of “team” anyone but God would choose. So why 
were they chosen? Well, because it was not what they had to offer 
to God, but what God was going to do through them, in spite of 
their weaknesses and limitations. Their work would clearly be 
seen to be God’s work; so none of these men, or others who served 
him, would be tempted to boast. 

Perhaps, if you are a believer in Christ, you have asked yourself 
the “Why me?” question. Without being overly humble, we can 
certainly look around and see people who, when compared to us, 
are smarter, wiser, more gifted, more capable…seemingly better 
catches for God to use in his kingdom work. Let me assure you, 
God has never made a mistake in the people he has called and 
saved. He specializes in transforming the weakest and least prom-
ising individuals, from being rebels and haters of God, into wor-
shiping and adoring children of God who love him with all their 
hearts. Only God, in his mercy, can move us from the kingdom of 
darkness into the kingdom of his light; only he can take sinners 
and, by grace, change them more into the image of his own 
beloved Son. It’s never about what we can give to God or do for 
him. At the core, it’s always about what he has given us and what 
he does for us. God knew exactly what he was doing when he 
called you to be his child.

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and de-
spised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to noth-
ing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God (1 Corinthians 1:26–29 ESV). 
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T he different names used 
of God are important and 
significant. We should 
never use them lightly. 
The same is true of the 
names of our Saviour. 
Every word is meaning-

ful. Lord indicates his authority and sover-
eignty; Christ is his title—the Anointed 
One: Prophet, Priest and King. 

But it is the name Jesus that I particularly 
want to focus on here. The name means 
Saviour. The angel told both Joseph and 
Mary to name their baby “Jesus” because 

“he would save his people from their sins” 
(Matthew 1:21). 

The ways Jesus saves his people are nicely 
spelled out in Psalm 32:1–2: 

Blessed is the one
 whose transgressions are forgiven,
 whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one
 whose sin the Lord does not count   
       against them
 and in whose spirit is no deceit.

Note that these results of salvation make 
us blessed, happy, joyful—and so they 
should! There are things that make us 
happy in this world, but they are fleeting 
and soon forgotten. The blessings of salva-
tion are wonderful, solid and lasting. There 
are three aspects of salvation here:

1. Forgiveness
There are two statements in verse one that 
amount to the same thing. Our “transgres-
sions are forgiven.” Forgiven means picked 
up and taken away. I always think that our 
garbage collection is a good illustration of 
this. On a certain day each week we put our 
junk, the material we want to get rid of, in a 
bag or bin at the end of our driveway. A big 
truck drives up and people pick up the gar-
bage and take it away. We never see it again. 
Our sins are removed in a similar way. They 
are never seen again—gone forever!

The second expression is that our “sins 
are covered.” Consider this illustration: one 
of your kids has scribbled on the wall of his 
bedroom. It looks like a mess but a quick 
coat of paint covers up the marks. They may 
be there underneath the paint, but they are 
covered and not seen. Again, a good picture 
of the wonder of God’s forgiveness. 

There are other similar expressions: our 
sins are hurled into the sea (Micah 7:19); 
hidden behind God’s back (Isaiah 38:17); 
removed “as far as the east is from the west” 
(Psalm 103:12); remembered no more 
(Jeremiah 31:34). All these statements 
show the absolute, permanent removal of 
our sin, as far as its guilt is concerned; and, 
of course, it is all because of the work of 
our Saviour on the cross. There is no for-
giveness by any other means.

Shouldn’t that make us happy? There is 
nothing more important, nothing more 
wonderful for the child of God. Do you 
know that your sins are forgiven?

2. Justification
In the first part of verse 2, David speaks 
about the Lord not counting iniquity 
against a man. This is a step beyond for-
giveness. It is put here in negative terms—
iniquity or sins not counted. When Paul 
uses this verse in his treatment of justifica-
tion in Romans 4, he puts it positively: 

“God counts righteousness apart from 
works” (Romans 4:6). See also Romans 4:3. 
Justification includes forgiveness, but goes 
beyond it. We are reckoned righteous in 
God’s sight. This is the heart of Paul’s gos-
pel message. We see that in Romans 1:17: 

“In it [the gospel] the righteousness of God 
is revealed.” What does this mean? Let’s 
take it step by step.

What does God require of us? To be like 
himself (Romans 8:29). That means being 
without sin. But that is only part of the story. 
Jesus was not only without sin, he was posi-
tively godly. We usually think of the Ten 
Commandments as negative: “You shall not….” 

However, when Jesus sums up the Law, 
he puts it positively, quoting from Deuter-
onomy 6:5: “You shall love the Lord your 
God,” and also, “You shall love your neigh-
bour” (Leviticus 19:18). So keeping the 
Law is more than not violating the Com-
mandments, it is a matter of keeping them 
in love. We can illustrate from the sixth 
commandment: “You shall not murder.” 
How do we keep that? Simply by not kill-
ing someone? No, that is not enough, we 
must love them. We can apply that to all 
the Commandments. 

So when we are justified, we are not only 
seen as if we had never sinned, but seen as 
if we had positively kept all the command-
ments by loving God and our neighbour. 

God’s perfect righteousness in Christ is 
reckoned to us. He kept the Law for us. 
That is what we call his active obedience.

You may say, yes, but we are not perfectly 
righteous, and that brings us to our third 
point.

3. Holiness or sanctification
This is touched on in the second part of 
verse 2: “in whose spirit is no deceit.” We are 
not only forgiven and justified, but we are 
changed. There is a change of character, of 
behaviour. Jesus not only saves us from the 
guilt of sin but from the power of sin. That 
doesn’t mean perfection, but we are deliv-
ered from sin’s dominion (Romans 6:14). 
We are saved to be holy, to be like Jesus. If 
we are not holy, we are not Christians.

Sadly, there are Christians who deny the 
necessity of holiness. They do not deny the 

desirability of holiness, but they say if you 
insist on holiness, then you are adding 
works to grace.

I have two answers to this. First, the 
Bible has numerous passages that show the 
necessity of holiness. For example, Heb-
rews 12:14: “holiness, without which no 
one will see the Lord.” See also James 2:17 
and 1 John 3:8–10.

Second, I would stress that holiness 
does not in any way earn our salvation, but 
it does give the evidence, the proof, that 
we are truly God’s people. We should note 
Jesus’ sober words near the end of the Ser-
mon on the Mount: “Not everyone who 
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the king-
dom of heaven, but the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven” (Mat-
thew 7:21).

Jesus does indeed save his people. Salva-
tion from the power of sin may not be per-
fect in this life, but it will come. Can you 
rejoice that you are forgiven, justified and 
being sanctified? 

Salvation’s great blessings for the Christian.  BY ROGER FELLOWS

JESUS—WHAT A SAVIOUR!
SPOTLIGHT

God’s perfect 
righteousness in 
Christ is reckoned to 
us. He kept the Law 
for us. That is what 
we call his active 
obedience.
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n 1516, Sir Thomas More pub-
lished a book entitled Utopia. The 
book depicts a fictional island so-
ciety that was intended to be a por-
trayal of a near perfect place of 
happiness. The word “utopia” was 
coined by More, and has come to 
mean a perfect society. 

The concept of a utopia is some-
thing humanity has sought after for mil-
lennia. Ironically, the word “utopia” comes 
from combining two Greek words: οὐ 
(“not”) and τόπος (“place”), which means 

“no-place.” Despite the futility of human-
ity’s pursuit for “heaven on earth,” human-
ity has fervently sought it out nonetheless. 
The Tower of Babel recorded in Genesis 
11:1–9, is one of the oldest examples of 
humankind’s fruitless efforts to bring heav-
en to earth on their terms. 

There have been authors who wrote 
about humanity’s pursuit for a perfect soci-
ety—from the Greek philosopher, Plato, 
who wrote The Republic, to Marx and Engels 
in the ninteenth century who wrote the 
Communist Manifesto. Likewise, all the 
world religions have conceptions of a uto-
pian realm either in this life or the next. 

Even Christianity has sought ways to 
make utopia a reality this side of glory, 
through monastic living, Christian en-
claves and “perfect” churches. Human be-
ings are hungry for a perfect world. 

A more modern example is in 1968, 
when a group of disenchanted Westerners 
abandoned careers and lifestyles in Europe 
and North America to create a perfect soci-
ety in India; this place became known as 
Auroville. “Auroville,” the vision statement 
articulates, “is meant to be a universal 
town where men and women of all coun-
tries are able to live in peace and progres-
sive harmony, above all creeds, all politics 
and all nationalities. The purpose of Auro-
ville is to realize human unity.” The reality 
of Auroville, however, is significantly dif-
ferent than the ideal. In a recent CBC 
documentary, several current residents of 
Auroville describe the state of their utopia 
forty-five years after its founding. Janet 
Fern, a Canadian, states that 

the way Auroville is today is not at all 
the way anybody expected it would be 
after 45 years…. People expected we 
would have this absolutely wonderful 
new society, where everything would 
be peace and harmony…and we 
would all be kind of transformed.

Deepti Tewari comments that 

the difficulty [with Auroville] is that 
our shared aspiration hasn’t yet ex-
pressed itself as a coherent adminis-
tration. There we are still struggling…

stumbling around…not finding our 
way…which gives a very chaotic ap-
pearance to things sometimes.

Still struggling. Stumbling around. Not 
finding our way. Many of the residents of 
Auroville went there in search of meaning 
and purpose for their lives, but the reality 
of their pursuit now seems futile. This is 
exactly what the apostle Paul writes about 
the human race: “For although they knew 
God, they did not honour him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became futile 
in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened” (Romans 1:21). People try 
to find meaning and purpose in life apart 
from God, but in the end, they are spin-
ning their wheels and going nowhere—
utopia—struggling, stumbling and not 
finding their way. 

This futility can be seen on grand, so-
cietal scales like the failed experiment of 
Auroville, but the futility can also be wit-
nessed in the lives of individuals. This 
personal sense of futility is portrayed in 
William Shakespeare’s play Macbeth, where 
the lead character reflects on life after the 
death of his wife: 

Out, out, brief candle! Life’s but a walk-
ing shadow, a poor player that struts 
and frets his hour upon the stage and is 
heard no more. It is a tale told by an 
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idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying 
nothing (Macbeth V. v. 23–28). 

This bleak and dismal view of life is not 
merely dramatic effect in a Shakespearean 
play. The Bible sometimes speaks about 
life on earth in a similar way: 

Behold, you have made my days a few 
handbreadths, and my lifetime is as 
nothing before you. Surely all man-
kind stands as a mere breath! Surely a 
man goes about as a shadow! Surely 
for nothing they are in turmoil; man 
heaps up wealth and does not know 
who will gather (Psalm 39:5–6)!

In Ecclesiastes, the author states, “Then I 
considered all that my hands had done and 
the toil I had expended in doing it, and be-
hold, all was vanity and a striving after 
wind, and there was nothing to be gained 
under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 2:11). These 
passages speak about the brevity of life…
the fleeting and pointlessness of life…the 
futility of life on earth.

1. EVEN TO CHRISTIANS,  
LIFE CAN FEEL FUTILE
Whether you are a Christian or not, there 
are times when you ask yourself, “What is 
the point?” Sometimes we may question 
whether the labours of this life have any 
significance…“vanity, vanity…striving af-
ter the wind.” But is this how God wants us 
to think…in futility and despair? 

In Ephesians, the apostle Paul exhorts 
Christians that we must “no longer walk as 
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
minds” (Ephesians 4:17). Clearly there is a 
temptation for Christians to persist in this 
sort of futile thinking. 

There is also a temptation to counter 
futile thinking on our own terms. Chris-
tians, alongside non-Christians, often per-
sist in trying to make life meaningful, 
whether it is the pursuit of pleasure, pos-
sessions or some other sort of purpose. 
Most people don’t go out to create a new 
society like the Aurovillians, but there are 
smaller more subtle ways we hope to find 
deep satisfaction in life. In Stephen Al-
trogge’s book, The Greener Grass Conspiracy, 
he calls this the “If Only Game”. There are 
times where you might say, 

“If only I had a better car, a better job, a 
promotion… then I would be satisfied! 

“If only my wife would be this way or 
that, or my husband would do this or 
that…then I would feel fulfilled in 
life…

“If only my son or daughter would do 
such and such…then I would be 
happy…

“If only my budget wasn’t so tight, then 
I’d have peace, joy, contentment, and 
some sleep at night…

“If only my colleagues weren’t so lazy 
or my boss such a dolt…

“If only I had a bigger house…
“If only I could move out or be done 
school or…if only, if only, if only….”

Once you have the “if only” of your 
heart’s desire, there will soon be some other 

“if only” that is needed. The “if only’s” 
never really deliver satisfaction. This is 
the futile mindset the Bible is talking 
about: a belief that there is something or 
someone—other than fellowship with our 
Creator—that we can have, or do, or be in 
relationship with, that will give us satis-
faction in life. How do we “put off” this 
futile mindset and live genuinely fruitful 
and purposeful lives?

2. FUTILE THINKERS BELIEVE 
THAT ALTERING ACTIONS OR 
CIRCUMSTANCES WILL 
CHANGE LIVES
Earlier in Ephesians, Paul writes that be-
lievers should “walk in a manner worthy of 
the calling to which you were called” 
(Ephesians 4:1). But the “walk” that Paul 
describes is not about creating ideal cir-
cumstances or conforming outward behav-
iour to some strict set of regulations. This 
sort of utopian vision is called legalism. 
Instead, Paul speaks about “humility,” 

“gentleness,” “patience,” and “bearing with 
one another in love” (Ephesians 4:2). No-
tice the Bible talks about heart matters driv-
ing behaviour, not external factors or cir-
cumstances. We are exhorted to walk in a 
manner “worthy of the calling.” Satisfac-
tion in life is not dependent on what you 
have or where you are, but WHO you are. 
What is needed is not a renovation of our 
circumstances, but a renovation of our 
hard and darkened hearts. 

Jesus says in Matthew 15:19, “Out of the 
heart come evil thoughts.” Again, he says 

For from within, out of the heart of 
man, come evil thoughts, sexual im-
morality, theft, murder, adultery, cov-
eting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, 
envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All 
these evil things come from within, 
and they defile a person (Mark 7:21–23). 

Subscribing to strict codes of conduct or al-
tering our circumstances, or filling our lives 

with people, possessions and plans cannot 
alter the root cause of humanity’s troubles 
in life. Moving to Auroville, or to a monas-
tery or wherever, will not produce the uto-
pic society man seeks because the problem 
is situated in the very heart of man. 

The world offers all sorts of solutions, all 
sorts of causes and distractions, but all are 
futile. We are sick at heart so we need a 
new heart. Comparably, a doctor wouldn’t 
send a patient who needs a medical heart 
transplant to Aruba. All the warm weather, 
calming waves and virgin piña coladas—
none of that—will do him any good! Like-
wise, it is futile to think that changing our 
circumstances, or merely our outward be-
haviour, will change our lives.

Our hearts needed to be transformed by 
Jesus Christ and none other. Herein lies the 
secret to Paul’s statement in Philippians: 

Not that I am speaking of being in 
need, for I have learned in whatever 
situation I am to be content. I know 
how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every cir-
cumstance, I have learned the secret 
of facing plenty and hunger, abun-
dance and need. I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me 
(Philippians 4:11–13).

Circumstances aren’t the key to Paul’s con-
tentment. Paul has been to the school of 
Christ—“taught in Christ” (Philippians 
4:21)—which means Christ does more 
than reform our ways, he reforms us! 

3. FUTILE THINKERS  
BELIEVE THAT SOMETHING  
(OR SOMEONE) OTHER THAN 
CHRIST CAN GIVE PURPOSE 
AND MEANING TO LIFE
F.F. Bruce notes that the Greek word for 

“futile” in the New Testament can some-
times refer to idolatry. Idolatry is trying to 
find purpose and joy in life with something 
other than God (the ultimate source of 
purpose, joy and life itself). Human beings 
are constantly seeking idols of one kind or 
another in order to meet their deep-seated 
longings for utopia on earth. John Calvin 
states that “Man’s nature, so to speak, is a 
perpetual factory of idols.” This echoes 
Paul’s words in Romans 1, where he writes 
that humanity “exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie and worshipped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator” 
(Romans 1:25). Consequently, they be-
came “futile in their thinking” (Romans 
1:21). Because of man’s “hardness of heart” 
Paul mentions in Ephesians 4:18, human-
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kind is ignorant of who God is and what he 
has done and what he can do. 

Christians can also be prone to this sort 
of idolatry, substituting something in the 
place of God. Sometimes it is wrong think-
ing about God, which ultimately leads to 
wrong behaviour. This might be a Chris-
tian believing that God cannot really 
change us, or that he isn’t changing us. 
Unbelievers refuse to let God change 
them at all. 

But whether Christian or not, people 
with hard and calloused hearts cannot real-
ly know joy (Ephesians 4:18–19). “Callous” 
means that you cannot feel pain or pleas-
ure—it means you feel nothing, a deadness. 
This callousness leads to further excessive 
and unsatisfying pursuits, always searching 
for the “idols” that will bring us peace and 
happiness (Ephesians 4:19; see also 1 Tim-
othy 4:2, “seared consciences”). This covet-
ousness and craving for more is the fuel for 
the “If only” game Altrogge writes about in 
the The Greener Grass Conspiracy. 

Christians need to frequently pause and 
reflect on what we dream about, obsess 
about and crave. We are tempted to look to 
other things in life—idols—to answer us 
and to provide for our needs. These idols—
dead, lifeless idols—promise a lot but they 
cannot provide life, or joy or supply our 
needs. This is what Paul describes as “de-
ceitful desires” (Ephesians 4:22). 

Paul Vander Kaay observes that even the 
wisest of men, Solomon, the author of Ec-
clesiastes, was tempted to look at the offer-
ings of this world as a means of satisfaction. 
Near the end of his life, Solomon lists seven 
idols we are tempted to look to for satisfac-
tion: longevity and health (Ecclesiastes 
1:4,11), education (1:13,16–17), pleasures 
(2:1–3), accomplishments (2:4–6), wealth 
(2:7–8), sex (2:8), and recognition (2:9). 
None of these idols, Solomon declares, can 
deliver the satisfaction we seek (2:10–11).

The idols in our lives are like those 
snake-oil salespeople who offer all sorts of 
benefits if you purchase their product, but 
in the end, the product doesn’t deliver 
what it promises. This is precisely what 
idols offer humanity: false benefits, empty 
promises and deep disappointments. The 
psalmist describes idols as mere 

silver and gold, the work of human 
hands. They have mouths, but do not 
speak; they have eyes, but do not see; 
they have ears, but do not hear, nor is 
there any breath in their mouths. 
Those who make them become like 
them, so do all who trust in them! 
(Psalm 135:15–18). 

They cannot deliver what they seem to 
promise. Likewise, Jeremiah writes, 

Their idols are like scarecrows in a cu-
cumber field, and they cannot speak; 
they have to be carried, for they can-
not walk. Do not be afraid of them, for 
they cannot do evil, neither is it in 
them to do good (Jeremiah 10:5). 

It is futile to think that something (or 
someone) other than Christ can give pur-
pose and meaning to your life. 

Apart from Christ, our lives cannot be 
fruitful. We will remain stuck in futile 
lives and futile thinking. Solomon writes, 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those 
who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord 
watches over the city, the watchman stays 
awake in vain” (Psalm 127:1). Without 
Christ, our lives are going nowhere. 

The call to Christ is more than mere 
head knowledge about him. Paul warns us 
not to be “always learning and never able 
to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.” He 
adds that we “will not get very far, for their 
folly will be plain to all” (2 Timothy  3:7,9). 

What is needed is something more than 
knowing about Jesus; what is needed is 
knowing Jesus himself. In Ephesians 4:20, 
Paul writes, “But you did not learn Christ 
this way, if indeed you have heard him and 
have been taught in him” (NASB). John 
Piper argues that the literal translation in 
the New American Standard is more ac-
curate: we need to hear Jesus (as opposed 
to just hearing “about him” ESV). 

There is no hope for a satisfied and mean-
ingful life outside of a personal, real rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. Before a Chris-
tian comes to Christ, he is “alienated from 
the life of God” (Ephesians 4:18). When in 
relationship with God through Christ, a 
Christian now knows “the path of life;” in 
God’s presence, “there is fullness of joy” 
and at his right hand “are pleasures forever-
more” (Psalm 16:11). Unlike false idols, 

“God will supply every need of yours accord-
ing to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19). This is why in whatever 
imperfect circumstance or situation, a 
Christian has hope, meaning and purpose!

4. FRUITFUL THINKERS KNOW 
WHO THEY ARE IN CHRIST
In Paul’s exhortation for us to stop walking 
in futile thinking, he states that we need to 

“put off the old self” and “put on the new 
self” (Ephesians 4:22,24). So how do we 
do this? We need to follow the pattern laid 
out by Paul in his epistles: size up who you 
are in Christ, know what is true and get on 
with it! 

We are tempted to say, “Yes, yes, yes…I 
know I am a new creation, but how do I 
stop being angry, or coveting, or lusting, 
or….” But the truth is, you don’t know. Go 
back. Read it again. Think on who you are 
in Christ. We need to bring our behaviour 
into line with who we are in Christ. As Chris-
tians seek to do this (“put off the old self”), 
God makes it a reality (“put on the new 
self”). F.F. Bruce sums up Paul’s impera-
tive here as, “Be what you are!” Or as Paul 
writes, “walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called” 
(Ephesians 4:1)—walk it! Be what you are! 
Who are you? You are a new creation! You 
are fresh, alive; you are no longer calloused 
and hard-hearted!

If we allow our intimacy with Christ to 
dwindle and our relationship with him to 
go to the backburner of our lives, then we 
begin to forget who we are in Christ. We for-
get that we are forgiven, so we cling to past 
sins and feelings of guilt. We forget that we 
have access to the living God—we are no 
longer “alienated from the life of God.” We 
forget to cast our cares onto him because 
he cares for us. When we forget who we 
are, we stop behaving like who we are—a 
new creation transformed into the image 
of Christ Jesus. We put the old self back on 
because we have forgotten that we are 

THINK ON WHO YOU  
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wearing new clothes. If you know that you 
are a new creation, you feel compelled to 
put off the old clothes of the old self. 
Dwelling on who you are in Christ enables 
you to be “renewed in the spirit of your 
minds” (Ephesians 4:23). 

But this is something that we must in-
tentionally do: bring our thinking and our 
behaviour in line with our new identity. 
Paul writes, “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may dis-
cern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 
12:2). The imperative here is that we need 
to intentionally put our mind on such things 
(see Romans 8:5–6). 

Elsewhere Paul commands Christians 
to be deliberate and intentional in setting 
their minds on things that are above: “If 
then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth” (Colossians 3:1–
3). A renewed mind leads to you no longer 
walking in the futility of your mind. You 
move away from earthly things to where 
your life truly is.

5. FRUITFUL THINKERS  
PUT OFF THE OLD SELF BY 
PUTTING ON THE NEW SELF
When Paul says to “put on the new self,” he 
is essentially saying “put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ”—live like him, be conformed to 
him (Ephesians 5:1: “Be imitators of God”). 
As Christians, we are recreated in the like-
ness of Christ—so to put on the new self is 
to show true righteousness and holiness in 
your life. To truly know him is to be like 
him. Yet sometimes we “take off our old 
self” like taking off old clothes, standing 
there stark naked staring at the pile of dirty 
clothes. No wonder we are tempted to put 
the old self back on! We focus too much on 
what we shouldn’t do or shouldn’t have 
done, instead of focusing on what we can do. 

Christianity is less about “do’s” and 
“don’ts” more about “cans” and “can’ts.” Be-
fore coming to Christ, we can’t “know God,” 
we can’t “be imitators of God,” we can’t 

“walk in love,” we can’t “make the best use 
of our time,” we can’t have peace, joy and 
fruitfulness in our lives. We can’t.

But in Christ, “I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me” (Philippians 
4:13). In Christ, we have “access to God” 
we can know love, peace and joy. In Christ, 
our lives can be fruitful. 

When struggling with a temptation, we 
need to stop focusing on the temptation 

itself and instead, “seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness” (Matthew 
6:33). Notice how Paul presents the “old 
self” and “new self” dichotomy in Ephe-
sians 4: we “put away falsehood” by speak-
ing the truth (4:25); we “no longer steal” 
by pursuing “honest labour” (4:28); we 
avoid “corrupting talk” by speaking “build-
ing up” talk (4:29); and we shun “bitter-
ness, wrath, malice” by being “kind, ten-
der-hearted and forgiving” (4:31). In 
Christ, we can now do these things. Dwell 
less on what you cannot do, and instead 
focus on what you can now do in him.

6. FRUITFUL THINKERS KNOW 
THE “NEW SELF” ISN’T 
SUPPOSED TO “SUPER SELF”
Sometimes Christians slip into futile 
thinking because they are tempted to 
think that “putting off the old clothes” 
means becoming a “super saint.” But put-
ting off the old self and putting on the new 
self is nothing like Clark Kent removing 
his trench-coat and donning his Super-
man suit. The transformation that Paul 
talks about manifests itself in small ways. 
John Piper astutely observes that “God in-
spired the writers of the Bible to apply the 
great doctrinal truths of his Word to the 
most ordinary personal matters and daily 
relationships of family and work and 
neighbours.” The new self is about the way 
we talk, and work, and interact with 
others. Herein lies the Achilles heel of 
places like Auroville and all human efforts 
to create a utopia on earth. In spite of all 
the ideals, plans, technology and effort, 
human beings need a renewed heart in or-
der to live in harmony with one another. 

Part of “renewing your mind” is to think 
of ways to be the new self in your daily life, 
to apply these truths to the nitty gritty, 
practical reality of day-to-day living. Paul 
writes, “Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect” (Romans 12:2). As new cre-
ations, we need to think of ways to live out 
biblical truth wherever—and in whatever 
situation (big or usually small)—God has 
placed us.

7. FRUITFUL THINKERS KNOW 
THEY HAVE PURPOSE IN LIFE 
BECAUSE THEY ARE PART OF 
GOD’S STORY 
Humanity’s quest for utopic lives has been 
a quest for purpose and meaning. But apart 
from God, there is no purpose. Those who 
are in Christ, however, take comfort in the 

truth that their lives are profoundly signifi-
cant because they are a part of God’s grand 
story of salvation for the world. “For I 
know the plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 
29:11). Similarly, Paul writes in Romans, 

“And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose” 
(Romans 8:28). 

For the believer in Jesus Christ, all as-
pects of life have meaning because we all 
have roles to play in his story. G.K. Chester-
ton writes, “I had always felt life first as a 
story: and if there is a story there is a story-
teller.” Do you know the story-teller? Do 
you know the Author and Finisher of your 
faith? Do you hear Jesus Christ? If you do, 
no more “if only” thinking. As Paul re-
minds us in Ephesians 4:17–19, we were 
once darkened in our understanding (futile 
thinking), but now we have the light of the 
world (fruitful thinking); we were once 
alienated from the life of God (futile think-
ing), but now we are alive in Christ (fruit-
ful thinking); we were once ignorant of the 
truth (futile thinking), but now we know 
the truth (fruitful thinking); we were once 
hard of heart (futile thinking), but now we 
have a new, living heart (fruitful thinking). 
We were once calloused and a slave to sin 
(futile thinking), but now we are awake 
and free from sin (fruitful thinking). 

If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, 
then stop spinning your wheels and going 
nowhere. Come to him. No longer walk as 
unbelievers do, in the futility of their 
minds! Go from “If only” to “what is!”

…that according to the riches of his 
glory he may grant you to be strength-
ened with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith--
that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may have strength to compre-
hend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of 
God (Ephesians 3:16–19). 

Jeremy Johnston is a teacher, speaker and writer, 
regularly contributing to the Arts column in 
Barnabas. He and his wife Laurie and their 
four children live in Hamilton, ON, where they 
attend Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship. 
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BY BAIYU ANDREW SONG ›› Two summers ago I developed a 
new habit: eating oysters and drinking San Pellegrino sparkling 
water. Every time I enjoy fresh oysters, it reminds me of Guy de 
Maupassant’s short story “Mon oncle Jules” (1883). Joseph Davranche, 
the companion of de Maupassant’s narrative, describes how his 
father learned the delicate manner of eating oysters:

Suddenly he noticed two elegantly dressed ladies to whom 
two gentlemen were offering oysters. An old, ragged sailor 
was opening them with his knife and passing them to the 
gentlemen, who would then offer them to the ladies. They ate 
them in a dainty manner, holding the shell on a fine handker-
chief and advancing their mouths a little in order not to spot 
their dresses. Then they would drink the liquid with a rapid 
little motion and throw the shell overboard.

Although I do not eat oysters as elegantly as the ladies described 
above, this story makes me smile. As oysters remind me of de Mau-
passant’s story, sparkling water likewise reminds me of an eighteenth- 
century scientist, political theorist and theologian—Joseph Priestley 
(1733–1804). It was Priestley who discovered a method for infusing 
water with carbon dioxide in 1767, and invented carbonated water. 

Priestley was a Socinian, or, in his own words, a Unitarian. By 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the Socinian-
ism promoted by Priestley was a major theological threat to the 
church, and even to the state. Under the influence of Priestley and 
his Unitarian peers, most English General Baptists left the ortho-
dox faith and turned to Unitarianism by the end of the 1800s.

The heretic Priestley
No one is born to be a heretic. As Alister McGrath helpfully de-
fines, heresy is “a form of Christian belief that, more by accident 
than design, ultimately ends up subverting, destabilizing, or even 
destroying the core of Christian faith.” The apostle John wrote in 
his epistle concerning the “many antichrists,” saying, “they went 
out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might 
become plain that they all are not of us” (1 John 2:19). What inter-
ests me about Priestley is how he turned from a “strict Calvinist” to 
an Arian through his theological education—and eventually to a 
Socinian. It is my wish to use Priestley as a negative example on 
how to deal the tension between faith and scholarship.

In 1752, Priestley attended the Daventry Academy, where he was 
tutored under Caleb Ashworth and Samuel Clark. As Ashworth and 
Clark followed Philip Doddridge’s pedagogical technique, Priestley 
was taught to read various heterodox texts written by early eight-
eenth-century theologians such as Nathaniel Lardner and Martin 
Tomkins. Priestley entered the academy as a Trinitarian Calvinist 
and completed his studies as an Arian. Furthermore, in his early 
ministry at Needham Market, Priestley questioned and denied the 
substitutionary nature of Christ’s atonement. In 1767, after he was 
acquainted with Socinian theologians, Priestley became a Socinian.

Interestingly, Priestley later criticized his theological education 
as “defective in containing no lectures on the Scriptures, or on 
ecclesiastical history.” It is likely that “the most significant aspect 
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of Priestley’s education was not the content of his instruction but 
the method.” In other words, if theological education was like a 
machine, Priestley was taught more about how the machine func-
tions, and less about the product. In reality, despite how much pro-
fessors require their students to read and write, it would be impos-
sible for their students to read all the literature written on an area 
of study in twelve to thirteen weeks. In lectures, professors can 
only teach methodologies, and help their students learn to inter-
pret texts by using certain methodologies. 

The problem Priestley faced was not merely caused by the edu-
cation he received; rather, it began with his presuppositions and 
attitude. When it came to Scripture, Priestley believed that the two 
Testaments bore the marks of having been written, not by enthusi-
asts or impostors, but by “plain sensible men, of genuine piety and 
integrity.” For Priestley, to proclaim sola Scriptura and state that 
Scripture is binding would be to embarrass the church. Thus, as 
Kevin C. de Berg writes, “to maintain…that all Christian practice 
is based on Scripture and Scripture alone, is to leave one in an 
awkward situation.” In Priestley’s words, “My studies have been 
pretty equally divided between that book [the Scripture] and an-
other, which, I doubt not, is from the same author, bearing equal 
marks of wisdom, and having the same great object, the moral in-
struction of mankind.” So, Scripture had become just a source to 
prove Priestley’s rational deduction. Indeed, to become “drily aca-
demic” and “respectable to the secular disciplines” became the 
primary goals of many theological scholars at English universities.

How not to be a heretic like Priestley
If we could travel back to the point when Priestley was first exposed 
to heterodox literature, what counsel could we offer? First, we need 
to understand our relationship with the Lord. Everyone can study 
theology, but not everyone will understand or benefit. “Seek not to 
understand so that you may believe, but believe so that you may 
understand; for ‘unless you believe, you will not understand.’” This 
advice from Augustine was based on his interpretation of John 7:14–
18. This is also a presuppositional matter: How can you come to the 
Scripture expecting to find an answer or an error, and leave with 
understanding? I must first believe God and his inerrant Word. 

Second, we need to be aware of our attitude. Theological educa-
tion does not guarantee spiritual maturity, nor does a theological 
degree promise theological omniscience. Humility is to be the 
character of every Christian (Ephesians 4:1–3). Moreover, Christ 
himself exemplified humility for his disciples in his incarnation, 
death and resurrection (Philippians 2:5–11). There is a temptation 
for theological scholars to come to the Scriptures with an attitude 
of omniscience. To fight such a temptation requires communion 
with Christ. “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” 
(Galatians 5:25).

Third, an intellectual Christian needs to be a purpose-driven 
scholar. The Westminster Shorter Catechism teaches: “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” Christian scholars 
need to understand that their studies have a purpose: it is for God’s 
glory and the benefit of his church. As reading the Scriptures and 
interpreting them within their context is key, so Christian scholars 
also have to be in context themselves—the church. 



| rewind

William I, Prince of Orange 
Painting by Adriaen Thomasz
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BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› To a reader ac-
quainted with English history rather than that of 
the Netherlands, the name William of Orange re-
calls the Dutch prince who played the key role in 
the so-called Glorious Revolution of 1688 and be-
came England’s William III. The subject of this 

small monograph, however, is the great-grandfather of the English 
king and is often known as William the Silent (1533–1584). This 
William was the central figure in the Dutch Protestant revolt 
against the Spanish Hapsburgs in the late sixteenth century and 
also has the dubious distinction of being the first head of state as-
sassinated by a handgun. William died at the hand of a fanatical 
Roman Catholic, Balthasar Gerards, who shot him in the chest 
with two pistols in the Prinsenhof, Delft, on July 10, 1584.

Horst’s monograph focuses on the portraits and statuary associ-
ated with the assassinated prince from the painting by Cornelis 
Anthonisz when William was twelve to his funerary monument 
and various prints and paintings done after his death (even includ-
ing a 2007 poster relating to the integration of Morroccans into 
Amsterdam culture). Horst illuminates the way this art reflects the 
Dutch culture of the time and the way William became an icon of 
liberty. William’s tomb, for instance, is a stone illustration of the 

“frugality and humility” of the regnant Dutch Calvinism (p.49). 
Along the way, Horst gives the reader an excellent overview of the 
history of the Netherlands in one of the most important periods of 
Dutch history as well as a superb illustration of the importance of 
art in reading history (the lavish illustrations make the book a de-
light to read). 

One point made by Horst, however, struck this reader as ques-
tionable but all too typical of modern historians. The sculptor 
Hendrik de Keyser (1565–1621), arguably the most important 
Dutch architect of the time, was commissioned to build William’s 
tomb. De Keyser was also responsible for designing three of the 
oldest Protestant churches in Amsterdam—the Zuiderkerk, 
Noorderkerk, and the Westerkerk. But Horst believes De Keyser’s 
design and supervision of the construction of Amsterdam’s stock 
exchange was the most important task he accomplished, for this 
structure was central to this city’s growth into a world mercantile 
power (p.42). Many of De Keyser’s contemporaries would certain-
ly have disagreed: their Calvinist faith was absolutely central to 
their resistance to the Spanish.

Albeit a minor point, this is a mistake common to many contem-
porary historians: religious convictions are not important to many 
in the modern world, or are seen as a screen for deeper convic-
tions, and so the assumption is unconsciously made that the same 
is true of the past. But while the remarkable growth of the Nether-
lands as an economic power in this era is key to the Dutch “Golden 
era,” so is Dutch Reformed theology and the houses of worship in 
which such theology was fleshed out. Whatever the faith commit-
ment of men and women in the modern-day Netherlands (and 
large numbers are atheists), the history of this nation cannot be 
explained without taking into serious consideration the centrality 
of the Christian faith to the Dutch men and women of the past. 

A review of Daniel R. Horst’s monograph,  
Willem van Oranje/William of Orange, trans. 
Lynne Richards (Amsterdam: Rijksmuseum, 2013)

WILLIAM THE SILENT:  
A DUTCH GIANT

BY MELISSA INGLIS ›› Have you noticed that we, 
as a culture, have lost the art of waiting? We want 
our food fast, our internet speedy and our driving 
lane free of traffic (and watch our blood boil when 
any of these suffer delay). On a deeper, spiritual 
level, I wonder how many of us have lost the art of 

waiting on God. How many of us view those seasons of waiting in 
our lives as parched deserts, instead of seeing the oasis of God’s 
strength through it all? The real difference between growing weaker 
or growing stronger—as we wait—is completely dependant on the 
object of our waiting.

When we are anticipating some “thing” to define us, or com-
plete us or propel us forward, we aren’t focused on God. Whether 
it’s looking to find the right soulmate, having a baby, getting a pro-
motion, finding the right ministry or any other thing that is not 
God himself, we will despair and grow weary. Years may pass, and 
if we’re still waiting for God “to deliver” on these plans, the waves 
of doubt, fear and discouragement may start crashing in. We won-
der if God has forgotten us. If God even cares. If God even exists.

The strength of our faith grows weak, as we start to lose hope in 
God. We balk at the Bible’s call to “wait on the Lord to renew our 
strength” (Isaiah 40:31; Psalm 27:14) when it seems that the wait-

ing only weakens us further. 
These crossroads moments—

when our life doesn’t seem to line 
up with Scripture’s truth—reveal 
the need for a biblical tune-up on 
our perspective. We need to remem-
ber who we are to wait on, instead of 
what we want from the waiting. 

Let’s look at Abraham for a bril-
liant display of doing this right. Here 
he is, an old nomad, so far along in 
his life that he’s more likely shopping 
for Polident than thinking about 
Pampers. How could he hold to the 
promise of having descendants that 
outnumber the stars, when age had 
already erased the likelihood? He 

kept his eyes on God, instead of circumstances. He saw through the 
eyes of faith, when earthly vision would forsake all hope. 

“No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully con-
vinced that God was able to do what he had promised” (Romans 
4:20–21). Did you catch that? Faith grows strong as we give glory 
to God. 

If your current circumstances have you doubting God, or dis-
tancing yourself from him, it’s time to reassess what you’ve been 
waiting on. 

God will be glorified and your faith strengthened, when you 
wait on him alone. This is the real place of surrender. You give up 
your goals, plans and identity, and declare: “You alone are in con-
trol Sovereign Lord, I will wait on you.” Let go, and look to God, as 
it were. Casting off those weights of misplaced focus will do wonders 
for letting you rise up on wings as eagles. 

| connecting LINES

WAITING…AND 
LOOKING TO GOD

Here’s [Abraham], 
an old nomad, so far 
along in his life that 
he’s more likely 
shopping for 
Polident than 
thinking about 
Pampers. How could 
he hold to the 
promise of having 
descendants that 
outnumber the stars, 
when age had 
already erased the 
likelihood? 
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fensiveness or barbed counter-attacks of 
your character. So lower your guard and 
honour your relationships with true hu-
mility, with the goal of holiness and peace.

It’s easier said than done. I understand 
how the Christian ideal can seem so insur-
mountable in the brokenness of this world 
and in the reality of our relationships. But, 
let’s challenge one another to start small, 
instead of not trying at all because “that 
person will never change.” 

Starting small with the power of prayer is 
not a minor step in the right direction. 
Prayer positions Christian relationships in 
a vertical direction, which allows for the 
impossible change to be possible. Prayer 
also reminds us that the Holy Spirit is on 
the job, sanctifying both individuals. 

I was recently convicted that I hadn’t 
prayed for my spouse for a long time and 
yet I could air complaints. How do I facili-
tate and encourage change without nagging? 
Prayer positions me in a trinity where, in 
God’s perspective, I am not holier than my 
husband and I can honestly be thankful for 
the relationship we have. 

On the footing of prayer for your friend 
or family member, you can disciple in love; 
it is no empty expression to say, “I’ll pray 
for you.” Prayer leads to genuine service 
and care, which softens and opens our 
hearts to being discipled. As brides of 
Christ, let’s walk and talk with our Saviour 
for at least ten hours a week and see how 
he can orchestrate the most sanctifying, 
joyful and rich life for us. 

Prayer positions Christian relationships in 
a vertical direction, which allows for the 
impossible change to be possible.

| culture COMMENT 

BY SARAH VLIETSTRA ›› 
Our culture’s obsession 
with love is obvious in the 
sixty-billion-dollar wedding 
industry. With the average 
North American wedding 

costing over $30,000, couples and their re-
spective families are intent on orchestrat-
ing the perfect day to celebrate their love. 

The Bible defines love as a fruit of the 
Spirit, heading the list of counter-cultural 
characteristics that set Christians apart. If 
the average bride spends ten hours a week 
planning her wedding, which often is an 
expression of self-love (hence the term 

“bridezilla”), perhaps we can redefine love 
as a selfless, God-ward expression that im-
pacts those around us.

Love for the people closest to us is a 
natural inclination. However, are we lov-
ing them in a way so that our relationships 
honour God? In a culture quick to take of-
fence, we can love in unhealthy ways that 
enable bad behaviour and condone sin. It’s 
a “You sin, I sin, we all sin—who am I to 
judge?” mentality that keeps Christians 
from speaking up. 

But accountability to our spouse, close 
Christian friends and family is what we are 
called to. As the author of Hebrews exhorts: 

“Make every effort to live in peace with 
everyone and to be holy; without holiness 
no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). 
It’s interesting that he puts peace with 
others and holiness together. After all, “If I 
speak in the tongues of men or of angels, 
but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 
13:1). No one wants to be that annoying, un-
loving, noisy person interjecting in people’s 
lives with condescension and false humility. 
And, too often, Christians are labelled as 
arrogant, intolerant and “holier-than-thou” 
when we ought to be known for our love. 

In our Christian relationships, we have a 
responsibility to hold each other account-
able before God, and to do it in love. What 
is key to understand is that to be commit-
ted to the relationships God has blessed 
you with, you need to foster an openness 
where you ask for direction, correction, 
and even rebuke when needed. Imagine 
how much easier it would be to approach 
your friend knowing they will receive your 
insight with thanksgiving, rather than de-

DISCIPLING AND BEING  
DISCIPLED IN LOVE
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

THE FLOW OF THE 
PSALMS
Discovering their structure and 
theology
BY O. PALMER ROBERTSON
P & R (2015), 302 pgs
ISBN 978-1629951331

Are the 150 Psalms a randomly 
placed selection of songs and 
prayer primarily for the believ-
er’s personal edification? Or is 
there a divine intention and 
structure in their arrangement? 
Robertson has written a book 
that attempts to “equip us to see 
a clear redemptive-historical 
progression that develops across 
the five books of Psalms.” 

Dr. Robertson believes that 
the psalms in each of these five 
sections are arranged around a 
common theme: Book I: Con-
frontation; Book II: Communi-
cation; Book III: Devastation; 
Book IV: Maturation; Book V: 
Consummation.

Psalm 1 has the theme of 
Torah (Law) and Psalm 2 has 
the theme of Messiah. These are 
the two key psalms and the two 
key themes around which the 
rest of the psalms are arranged.

The Flow of the Psalms is very 
well written and clearly laid out, 
with helpful charts in the back 
to reinforce the major themes. 
Yet this book will take work, ef-
fort and prayer to profit from 
and will need to be referred to 
often in studying the Psalms.

You may not agree with all 
that Dr. Robertson teaches, but 
this book is packed full of won-
derful truths that will cause you 
to worship the Lord, cause you 

to be in awe of the divine inspir-
ation of the Psalms, and cause 
you to want to grow in your 
faith and your love for Christ. I 
highly recommend this book 
for pastors and serious students 
of God’s Word. —DON THEOBALD

LETTERS OF  
JOHN NEWTON
Banner of Truth Trust (2007), 416 pgs
ISBN 978-0851519517

The “amazing grace” that res-
cued John Newton (1725–1807) 
from a wretched life as a slave 
trader, enlivened him to pro-
claim the beauty of Christ shin-
ing against that dark past. His 
life was aflame for the gospel, 
and his sermons, hymns and let-
ters still warm believers hearts 
today. The humility, kindness, 
grace and conviction that fill 
his letters make them a time-
less example of a life captivated 
by God’s goodness. I am richly 
encouraged every time I read 
his letters, and highly recom-
mend that this treasure (and all 
his works) go to the top of one’s 
reading list! —MELISSA INGLIS

THEODORE BEZA
The man and the myth
BY SHAWN D. WRIGHT
Christian Focus (2015), 256 pgs
ISBN 978-1781916841

Theodore Beza (1519–1605), a 
second generation Reformer, 
the close friend and successor 
to John Calvin in Geneva, is not 
a person widely known among 
Christians today. Skilfully inter-
twining the biographical, the 
historical and the theological, 

Wright presents a picture of 
Beza that helps to clear away 
much of the myth surrounding 
the man.

Wright begins with a brief 
chapter on the essential facts 
regarding Beza’s life: his con-
version, marriage, ministry 
and death. He then zeroes in 
on five of Beza’s major writings, 
analyzing their historical and 
theological content.

Wright demonstrates that 
Beza was a man of rigorous bib-
lical passion that caused him to 
trust, love and serve God. His 
theological mind was married 
to a compassionate heart that 
made him a true pastor to the 
people of God. The book’s thesis 
is that Theodore Beza, on the 
whole, was in step with John 
Calvin theologically, and was a 
worthy successor to his mentor 
and friend. If you love Reformed 
theology and Church history, 
you need to read Theodore Beza. 

—DON THEOBALD

SPURGEON’S SORROWS
Realistic hope for those who suffer 
from depression 
BY ZACK ESWINE
Christian Focus (2014), 144 pgs
ISBN 978-1781915387

Zack Eswine has obviously felt 
the bewildering confusion and 
grief of depression himself and 
he uses the counsel of a fellow 
sufferer, Charles Spurgeon, to 
explore what depression is, the 
various kinds of depression—
circumstantial, biological or 
spiritual—helps and harms for 
those who suffer and the grace 

and strength of Jesus, the “man 
of sorrows.” It is a helpful book. 

Eswine delicately navigates 
the perplexities of depression 
and how both sufferers and 
carers can understand and live 
through such times. He uses 
Spurgeon’s advice and personal 
experiences to give voice to the 
questions and challenges that 
plague those who suffer. Eswine  
shows how the Bible’s use of 
metaphors for suffering provides 
a more adequate way to talk 
about depression than any trite 
saying or quick fix slogan. This 
is a sensitive, pastoral approach 
to a topic close to many hearts. 

—JANICE VAN ECK

FAMILY WORSHIP
BY DONALD S. WHITNEY
Crossway (2016), 80 pgs
ISBN 978-1433547805

This little book, comprised of 
five very short chapters, provides 
helpful direction for why and 
how to do family worship. After 
establishing the pattern of family 
worship modelled in the Bible, 
Whitney briefly explores the 
topic in church history up to 
the present. He then outlines 
the three basic components of 
family worship: read the Bible, 
pray and sing. After encouraging 
brevity, regularity and flexibil-
ity, he goes on to look at situa-
tions in the home that might 
challenge the feasibility of family 
worship. This practical guide is 
by no means daunting and 
would be helpful for anyone 
looking to establish a pattern 
of worship in their home.—JPV
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| Q&A

Q Who is your sending 
church?
KA Riverside Baptist 
Church, Windsor ON.
JV What type of work are 
you engaged in right now?

KA The main goal of our organization is to 
be involved in church planting among un-
reached people groups. For me, this cur-
rently looks much like your life at home. I 
work a 9 to 5 job at a baby food factory that 
my teammates and I have, by the grace of 
the Lord, started from scratch. I spend 
time talking to the ladies at work and 
neighbours in my building about the good 
news of Jesus. I try to use every opportun-
ity to share a story from the Word, or a way 
the Lord is working in my own life. 
Through these natural daily relationships 
we invite people to study the Word with us. 

Since most of the people in my area are 
Muslim, it can seem very slow with little 
positive response to the good news. But, 
even in discouraging times, our Father is 
faithful and often brings someone across 
my path in whose life a seed has already 
been planted. In our area, there are no local 
churches that we can serve in or invite our 
neighbours to come to a service with us…
it is all done in the context of relationship. 
That is why the baby food factory and the 
natural connection it gives us to our work-
mates is so important. We have the respon-
sibility to be in their lives daily, demon-
strating and speaking the truth of the 
gospel even as we mop the floors. 

JV You’ve been studying and learning U for 
some time. How are you managing conversing?
KA Even after all this time, it is amazing 
how frustrating conversation can be. 
When I lived in the provincial capital, I felt 
as if I was doing relatively well, hanging 
out with groups of young, college-edu-
cated professionals and joining in their 
conversation. Since moving two years ago, I 
have found the people in my new area have 
a different lilt to their speech patterns, it is 
not a dialect, just a different sing-song to 
their voice. Also, the ladies we  hired at the 
factory are farmers and I thought their 
conversation would be simpler, but I am 
totally lost when they talk rapidly to each 
other. Thankfully, they seem to under-
stand me! They not only respond to com-
mands at work but they also understand 
the stories I share from the Word. 
JV What is the makeup of your team?
KA I am in a very unique team situation. 
In the part of the province where I live, it is 
hard for expats to get Visas; therefore there 
are only three families and two singles living 
in our city/county reaching out. We are 
from three different countries, five differ-
ent sending organizations and different 
backgrounds! I have one teammate who is 
a nurse, another who wanted to be a marine 
biologist, one who was a wedding photog-
rapher and another who was a professional 
opera singer. We all have decided to put 
aside these differences and work together 
in our area with a joint passion to see God’s 
name glorified among the U people. 

JV Explain some of the ventures you’ve been 
involved with over the years?
KA I spent my first five years overseas as a 
language student at the local university. In 
that time I had to study two very diverse 
languages.

Next, I worked for a handicraft exporter 
that sold carpets, copper pots, woven baskets 
and other handmade U items online as a way 
to promote central Asian culture. During 
that year, the government shut down Inter-
net access due to unrest and violence in our 
area, and the company was forced to close.

For a few years, my roommate and I ran 
our own business—a translation and con-
sulting company. During this time I often 
took church groups on tours of our prov-
ince, giving them a vision for the area and 
ways they could better pray for the spread 
of the gospel. Officially I was their inter-
preter, helping them buy bus and train 
tickets, arranging hotels and helping them 
negotiate prices at the bazaar. Our prov-
ince is very vast and taking bus trips often 
means you’re stuck in your seat for more 
than twenty hours. 

During these long hours bumping over 
desert highways, God provided many op-
portunies to share the gospel with my seat-
mates and I would leave them with audio 
copies of the Word. I met many people 
who were open to the gospel, but because 
we were travelling, I didn’t have a way to 
follow up with them. There was one time 
that, as only he can do, God arranged for 
me to sit beside the same lady I had sat be-
side two years earlier! God in his perfect 
plan arranged for us to be together again 
and the conversation went right back to 
spiritual things. 

Now, my team and I have opened an 
organic baby food business. Much of what 
we do is outside of my field of study; as a 
theology major I know nothing about de-
signing an HVAC system or purchasing 
thermal processing equipment. I should 
say I knew nothing about. Through many 
tears of frustration, hours of research and 
God faithfully providing supporters and 
coaches with the needed skills, I have 
learned about topics relevant to setting up 
our own nationwide food production plant.

kim abrams*, serving in Asia, talks to janice van eck 
about her twelve years reaching out to the U people,  
(ad)ventures, answered prayer and the particular challenges 
of this people group.

5 THINGS ABOUT KIM…
1 I love books and reading. After working in a library during college, I now 

organize my own books according to the Dewey Decimal system.  
AKA, I am a geek.

2 Currently, the most listened to song on my iPod is “Behold our God” by 
Sovereign Grace.

3 I have had four joints replaced, which makes it fun going through the metal 
detectors at the airport. 

4 I ALWAYS wear a watch, even when I am sleeping.  
5 When I asked my Dad to help me come up with a fifth one, he said, “You have 

a quirky sense of humour.” 
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In the midst of all of these different ven-
tures, ministry looks like sharing Jesus one 
cup of tea at a time with my neighbours. 
There have been seasons when people are 
interested and I’ve had opportunities to 
lead discovery studies of the Word. Times 
when I discipled young believers in their 
walk, and even a season when I taught 
Bible school type classes to a group. 
JV What is the hardest thing, from your per-
spective, on the mission field?
KA Sharing the gospel with hard-hearted 
people. I think for years I had a romanti-
cized vision of missions. I thought that 
people were living in the darkness without 
any opportunity to hear the good news be-
cause there were no believers in their area 
or speaking into their lives. I thought if 
people went and shone the Light into their 
hopeless lives, they would gladly respond. 
Not only is this not a biblical perspective of 
the lost, I have also learned though experi-
ence how false that really is. Hearts are 
hard and people love their sin. 

While everyone at home likes to ask how 
many “converts” you have seen, the truth 
is only the Holy Spirit at work in some-
one’s heart can turn them from darkness to 
light. Salvation is God’s job all along. I am 
called to be faithful in proclaiming that sal-
vation. In a part of the world where gov-
ernment policies and the religion of the 
people are at odds with each other—and 
they both stand opposed to the gospel—it 
is hard not to lose heart when we don’t see 
fruit. It is important to remember that suc-
cess in ministry is not based on numbers, 
but faithfulness to him and his calling.
JV What are some of the encouragements 
you’ve experienced this past year?
KA Most encouragements for the last year 
all revolve around answered prayer. 

Several years ago, I had a young U girl 
live with me for several weeks. At the time, 
she was filled with questions about God 
but she never made a decision for Christ. I 
saw her briefly last summer. She called me 
out of the blue to say she was in town. We 
met in front of the train station for only an 
hour, but within the first few seconds I saw 
the difference. The first thing she told me 
was that she loves and is following Jesus. I 
have been praying for this young woman 
for a long time and was encouraged to see 
how God continued to work in her life, 
even though we were now living in differ-
ent provinces. It was a very, “I planted, Apol-
los watered, but God gave the growth” sort 
of situation.

I was also encouraged when God an-
swered my prayers for a roommate. When 
I first moved to my new city, there were 

only two other English-speaking families 
to join with for fellowship. If I wanted to 
have a girl’s night with another single 
Western woman, I had to take a thirteen-
hour train ride. This was the situation for a 
year and a half. During this time, I strug-
gled with loneliness in a way I never had 
before. But I was so encouraged when an-
other single woman moved to our city and 
actually became my roommate. It was such 
an answer to prayer!
JV What are some of the particular challen-
ges of the people group you work with?
KA The U people are a minority people 
group, meaning they are subject to the 
control of a government that often has a 
very different agenda. They will tell you 
they are a people who are oppressed reli-
giously, socially, economically and in every 
other area of life. This minority status and 
the feeling of having their ways threatened 
causes them to cling more tightly to their 
traditions and ways of life. They will tell 
you that to be U is to be a Muslim, and 
view following a different religion as a 
threat to their ethnic identity. 

Since moving to a more traditional area, 
I find that most people have a busy obliga-
tory social calendar. One seventy-year-old 
woman I know still gets together twice a 
month with her elementary school class-
mates! Everyone has been neighbours for 

years and isn’t really in need of new friends. 
Breaking into these established relation-
ships, especially as a cultural outsider, has 
been challenging.

When I think about a church planting 
movement taking root among the U people, 
their geographic situation always plays a 
role. They do not have their own country 
but are spread over several nations (Mongo-
lia, China, Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, Uzbek-
istan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and northern 
India). Even in the province where I live, 
there is such a large desert that pockets of 
people are found in oases over a vast area. 
While the Internet does help information 
travel, the U people are so diverse and 
spread out, only God could work in such a 
way as to see masses turn to him. 
JV What do you miss most about Canada?
KA I miss wearing jeans and having my 
hair down. U culture is very dressy—spark-
ly dresses every day—even when I am only 
going to buy vegetables. I miss Timmies and 
the “going for coffee” culture, but actually 
the longer I am there the fewer things I 
find I really miss. Of course I miss my 
family, but I am so thankful that I can talk 
to my family online every week. In fact, I 
think we are more intentional about con-
necting than we might otherwise be be-
cause I live far away. 
* Name changed to protect her identity.
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Summer listening: A range of genres to suit a variety of musical tastes

| mixed MEDIA

HYMNS THAT ARE IMPORTANT 
TO US 
JOEY + RORY 
Gaither Music Group (2016)

This album features timeless songs 
like “I surrender all,” “Jesus paid it all” 
and even “Jesus loves me.” Their coun-
try style features Rory’s skill on the 

guitar and Joey’s clear soprano. “Suppertime” is a beautiful song 
that is made more significant with Joey Feek’s battle with cancer 
ending this spring, as she too goes home at last. This album is evoc-
ative of a simpler time when these hymns were sung in sweet 
harmony throughout North American churches.—SARAH VLIETSTRA

HERE AS IN HEAVEN
ELEVATION WORSHIP
Essential (2015)

Here as in Heaven brings a medley of 
voices together in Hillsong fashion. A 
little more repetitive and electronic, 
Elevation brings lyrics cleverly em-
bedded with classic hymn lines. These 

echoes of hymns add depth and richness of truth to a meditative 
experience with the title track, “Here as in Heaven,” or a dancing 
in your kitchen song such as “Shine a Light.” This album is an up-
beat soundtrack for summer road trips!—SARAH VLIETSTRA

WHERE THE LIGHT GETS IN
JASON GRAY
Centricity Records (2016)

This hope-filled album is the latest of-
fering from singer/songwriter Jason 
Gray who teamed up with many of his 
peers on these tracks. Whereas his last 
album A Way to See in the Dark was 

about grief, this album has a more upbeat hope-filled focus that 
directs the listener to the grace of God. Gray’s songs are very 
thoughtful reflections on everyday themes for the Christian. He 
explores the reality of the highs and lows of life in such songs as 
“Stolen” and “Resurrection.” “Sparrows” is neat little song about 
worry and how “even the sparrow knows he holds tomorrow.” This 
is an easy listening album that helps your mind focus on great and 
simple truths.—JANICE VAN ECK

LOVE RIOT
NEWSBOYS
Fair Trade Services/Columbia Records (2016)

Pop band Newsboys continue their 
incredible output with Love Riot, their 
eighteenth studio album. Their music 
pulses with synthesized and sonic 
energy. Following on their popular 

God’s Not Dead album/tour/movie, Love Riot continues to explore 
the themes of standing up for Christ, in such songs as “Guilty,” and 
how they are “in this for life” in “Committed.”—JPV

WHERE THE LIGHT IS
DAN BREMNES
Sparrow (2015)

Dan Bremnes of Salmon Arm, B.C., 
won this year’s Juno Award in the con-
temporary Christian/gospel category 
for this album and it’s definitely worth 
a listen. This gospel-focused album is 

upbeat, with reflective lyrics that speak to a deep, personal faith. It 
will have you singing along. “He knows” speaks to the reality of the 
struggle of faith to just “hold on and trust him” through the “bitter-
ness of suffering.” God’s perspective is one of omniscient and 
generous compassion to his people and he is “making something 
new” in our lives. A real Canadian talent!—JPV

PSALMS, VOL. 2
SHANE & SHANE
Wellhouse Records (2015)

Shane Everett and Shane Barnard are 
the Texas-based worship duo that 
make up Shane & Shane. This acoustic 
alt-rock album takes eleven of the 
Psalms and builds a unique musical 

meditation on the words of Scripture. This is a thoughtful way to 
focus on the Psalms, either as part of your devotional time or just 
to help get your focus on God’s Word through the challenge of a 
busy day.—JPV

ROMANS
PSALLOS
Psallos (2015)

Romans is a concept album based on 
Paul’s epistle to the church at Rome. 
The album is a unique vehicle to learn 
the entire book of Romans and con-
tains 23 tracks (2 cds if you buy the 

physical copy). Not something necessarily to just pop on and off, it 
does require some focused listening to get the flow of Paul’s argu-
ments and to really benefit from this creative way of exploring 
Scripture. There are a variety of musical styles on the album and it 
is performed by students, alumni and friends of Union University 
with lyrics and music by Cody Curtis.—JPV

THE HYMNS SESSIONS, VOL. 1
JIMMY NEEDHAM
Platinum Pop (2013)

If you like a little jazz, you’ll love these 
tracks! What a treat it is to hear this 
talented musician take on interpreting 
some classic old hymns—deftly bridg-
ing a respect for the original while 

bringing a wonderful jazz flavour and an incredible vocal range to 
its interpretation. There are even some collaborations with Trip 
Lee, Kevin Jones and Shane & Shane. I thoroughly enjoyed discov-
ering this gem of an album!—JPV 

http://junoawards.ca/nominees/
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“[He] hangs the earth on nothing.… Behold, these are but the 
outskirts of His ways, and how small a whisper do we hear of 
him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?” 
(Job 26:7b,14)

BY RACHEL AND ZOË THIBAULT ›› 
Have you ever lain on your back and 
looked into the sky above? Imagine 
how far that sky extends, where it 
goes and what is beyond it. If you 
could miraculously travel further 

and see more of the universe, you would discover innumer-
able planets, stars and galaxies. Is there an end to space? 

As Job sat suffering, he thought about these things. “The 
earth hangs on nothing,” says Job. It is not attached. It does 
not get thrown out of rotation. It doesn’t bump into other 
planets, or fall out of sync with the orbiting moon. It is a per-
fect distance from the sun, and as a result, we don’t fear burn-
ing up or freezing to death. Job found comfort in the heavens 
above, as he knew God’s hand had created it and maintained 
it. This is a timeless comfort! Our God is so big and mighty, we 
will never fully grasp his greatness. Creation shows just a part 
of how awesome he is!

A song we have grown to love at Grimsby Bible Church is 
“Let there be light,” written by Ken Cope. It was introduced to 
us by Roger and Pamela Fellows. (We never imagined singing 
a song about shooting stars and nebulae!) It is a song which 
reminds us of what a mighty God we serve! Here are two 
verses from it.

I am standing on a planet which is spinning round and round;
God the great Creator put it there and keeps it in His hand.
There are powerful reminders, written in the sky above,
We are living in the shadow and the brightness of God’s love.

God is the Creator of the circle of the earth.
Day by day the heavens say He made the universe. 
In the sunrise and the sunset and the starry sky at night
There’s a song of joy for ever since God said  

       “Let there be light.”

In the vast illumination of the starry sky at night
There are mighty constellations, shooting stars  

 and meteorites;
There are planets in their orbits, galaxies and nebulae,*
Solar Systems, Suns, Moons, Comets, there are wonders  

 in the sky.

Ken Cope © 1997 Windy City Music. Used with permission. 

If you don’t know this song already, maybe you can see if 
your Sunday School teacher or Kids’ club leader can teach 
you the tune! 

*Nebulae are clouds of dust and gas.

the kids PAGE |

THE CHALLENGE

Crack the code
Decipher the verse and find the passage! 

CLUE: A=Z  B=A  C=B  D=C . . . 

PG  PME  ZPV  MBJE  UIF  GPVOEBUJPO
_ _   _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
PG  U IF   FBSUI ,  BOE  U IF   IFBWFOT  
_ _   _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ ,   _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
BSF  UIF  XPSL  PG  ZPVS   IBOET.
_ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _.
Q T B M N T   _ _ _ : _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ : _ _

Email your answer to zoe_thibault@outlook.com. Include 
your name, age and the church you attend. The first three 
correct submissions will be announced in the next edition  
of Barnabas.

DID YOU KNOW?

››  On a clear day, you can see 150 million 
kilometres—from here to the Sun.

››  Neutron stars are so dense, that if you 
could take one tablespoon from a neutron 
star, it would weigh more than all the 
buildings in New York City. 

HOW BIG 
ARE YOU?

A photo of a spiral galaxy taken by the Hubble Space Telescope.
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