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| EDITORIAL

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
— Matthew 6:21

Despite the seeming reluctance of evangelicals 
to speak about money, I was intrigued to 
hear how many of you enjoyed our last issue 
on “Decadent democracies” (Fall 2015). I 
think I received the most feedback I’ve ever 
had from an issue of Barnabas. It has, along 
with a few other things, gotten me thinking 

about money and the present state of evangelicalism.
We deal with money practically every day of our lives. For some, 

money is a big “stresser,” while others seem to give it little thought. 
Why, I wonder, are evangelicals so reticent to bring up the topic? 
Why, when the Bible has a great deal to say about money, do we 
talk about it so seldom in our churches? Are we training our 
children to have a Christian worldview of money or are we failing 
at that? Does our home budget—if we even have one—reflect 
kingdom priorities? Is money just something that is “our own 
business” or should we be hearing more preaching about money 
and what God has entrusted to us? While we may or may not see 
tithing as an Old Testament practice, what do we believe the New 
Testament directives are about money?

I’m sure this is making some of you uncomfortable. Perhaps 
you are living way beyond your means and are content to keep 
wracking up credit card debt, month after month. Perhaps you 
think what you do with your money is your own business and the 

church shouldn’t be chasing your dollars. 
Whatever you might be thinking, I’d 
encourage you to remember God has 
much to say about every area of our lives. 
He gets into our kitchen about purity and 
forgiveness, about divorce and family 

relationships, about raising kids and the things that we allow our 
eyes to see. There are no “off limits” with God and his Word. 

I’ve observed recently, and discussed with various ministry 
groups, that the millennial generation isn’t really being trained in 
what it means to sacrificially give to support either their local 
church or other gospel initiatives. This is a big concern among 
church leadership and ministry directors, but is the issue being 
addressed from our pulpits? Indeed, are we modelling these 
priorities to our fellow believers? I would argue we are not.  
We’ve allowed the self-centred, materialistic, irresponsible and 
individualistic worldview of our culture to dramatically invade 
our churches. And we’ve said very little.

When I read We Cannot Be Silent by Al Mohler (see book review, 
page 13), I was struck by how a negligence on the part of 
evangelicals to address the issue of divorce and birth control, 
contributed to a very long and downward trajectory of both the 
church’s influence and its ability to be a voice in the public square 
on same-sex marriage. What began as complacency led to quiet 
toleration—and the path to acceptance is but a short way away.  
I think the parallel can be drawn that we are on the path to do 
the same on the issue of money. 

While we can cringe at those who proclaim a “health and 
wealth gospel,” what we actually need to do is boldly articulate a 
Christian worldview of money, giving practical encouragement 
and thoughtful reflection so that we, as evangelicals, can live 
courageously and counter-culturally, honouring God with our 
finances and showing the world God’s view of money! 

Janice Van Eck, Editor  |  janicevaneck@rogers.com

NEWSBYTES
+ Grimsby Bible Church, Grimsby, ON
Continue to lift up Grimsby Bible Church as they look for 
a new pastor and go through a time of transition in the 
church. Also pray for elder Wilf Ball as he looks to see if 
the doors will open for him to join Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors as a Bible translation consultant in Zimbabwe 
among the Tonga people.

+ Roland & Susan Seiler, Johannesburg, SA
The Takwane Bibles have arrived in Mozambique and 
await their dedication on July 1, 2016. Ask God to 
prepare the hearts of the Takwane people to receive his 
Word in their own language. Praise God, as well, for the 
many Bible translators, proofers, typesetters and 
printers who worked on preparing this Bible over the 
years—God has been so faithful!

+ Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON
The Grace Bible Church family was able to provide 65 
packages for homeless shelters in Cambridge in February. 
Each package contained toiletries, a winter hat and 
gloves, a gift card and other necessities. They thank the 
Lord for the generous hearts of their members. 

+ Sovereign Grace Community Church, Sarnia, ON
Sovereign Grace is thankful to God for the recent 
baptisms they witnessed on March 13, and praise God 
for his continued faithfulness in the work there.

+ Trinity Baptist Church, Burlington, ON
Trinity Baptist Church is once again hosting a missions 
weekend! The speakers for the weekend are Ron Keres 
and Bob Penhearow. Ron is preparing for mission work 
in Cat Lake, in northwestern Ontario, to the Ojibway. 
Initially based out of Sioux Lookout, Ron and his family, 
along with Matt Klockenga, are raising prayer support 
and funds for this ministry.

+ Redeemer Bible Church, Kitchener, ON
Recently, Redeemer Bible Church has been able to 
increase Charlie Ducharme’s hours, and Lord willing, in 
September he will be working full time as pastor. 
Continue to pray for this young work.

+ Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, NB
Pastor Perry Edwards and his son Luke recently re-
turned from a ministry trip to Egypt where the two of 
them had opportunity to teach and preach in a number 
of churches. The need among pastors there is a burden 
on the hearts of the folks at SGBC and they hope to be 
able to send Perry back in the near future to speak at a 
conference and in local churches, opening up the 
Scriptures to those who hunger for the Word.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com.

We need to  
boldly articulate 
a Christian 
worldview of 
money
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APRIL 4, 2016
GRACE PASTORS’  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Stephen Kring
Theme: Ministering to 
those dealing with  
Alzheimer’s
Wives are invited to attend 
and there will be a lunch  
at a local restaurant after 
the meeting. 
Held at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, Toronto, ON
gracepastorsfellowship.com

APRIL 16–17, 2016
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH 
MISSIONS WEEKEND
On Saturday, 6:30–8 pm,
Ron Keres will speak about 
a mission to the Ojibway in 
Cat Lake in northwestern 
Ontario. On Sunday, Bob 
Penhearow will take the 
morning service and Ron 
Keres will preach in the 
evening.
Held at Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON
trinity-baptist-church.com

APRIL 29, 2016
TBS GRADUATION
Join with the class of 2016 
as they celebrate the 
completion of studies!
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

APRIL 29–30, 2016
SGF LADIES’ WEEKEND
Speaker: Kristie Anyabwile
Theme: Being a Titus 2 
woman in a Romans 1 world
This promises to be 
another weekend of great 
fellowship, study and food 
for the SGF ladies. 
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON
Email sgfladiesretreat@
gmail.com or visit
www.sgfcanada.com

MAY 30–JUNE 1, 2016
GRACE PASTORS’  
FELLOWSHIP RETREAT
Speaker: Liam Goligher, 
pastor, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Pennsylvania
Join with other pastors for 
a few days of refreshment, 
ministry and fellowship.
Held at Countryside Camp 
and Conference Centre, 
Cambridge, ON
gracepastorsfellowship.com

MAY 27–28, 2016
SGF YOUTH RETREAT
Speaker: Charlie Ducharme, 
pastor, Redeemer Bible 
Church, Kitchener.
The much-anticipated 
youth retreat is coming up! 
Talk to your youth leader 
about registering for this 
great weekend. Activities 
include large and small 
group games, singing, 
discussions and lots of 
face-to-face interaction.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

AUGUST 20–26, 2016
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Main speaker: Bill Hughes
Evening theme:  
The Parables of Jesus
Morning theme: Dealing 
with life’s demands
A great opportunity for 
ministry, fellowship, sports 
& programs for all ages. 
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer 2016 plans.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

SGF 
LADIES’ 
RETREAT 
2016 — 
DON’T 
MISS IT!
Ladies, please mark your 
calendars for the 2016 
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT 
taking place April 29–30, 
2016, at Redeemer 
University in Ancaster. 

The main speaker for the weekend will be Kristie 
Anyabwile from Washington, D.C. Her theme for the 
weekend will be Being a Titus 2 woman in a Romans 1 
world. Kristie has bachelor’s degress in history and 
African American studies from North Carolina State 
University. She is an educator and contributing author 
to The ESV Women’s Devotional Bible (Crossway, 2014) 
and Word-Filled Women’s Ministry: Loving and Serving 
the Church (Crossway, 2015). Kristie is married to Thabiti 
(think: Carey 2009), and they have three children.
 These have been encouraging weekends of fellowship, 
prayer and friendship, with many new connections 
being made and established between women—young 
and old—in the SGF fellowship and far beyond. 

A WORD FROM THE SOVEREIGN GRACE FELLOWSHIP 
(SGF) COORDINATOR

One of the key organizational elements of the SGF is 
the leadership offered to the members through the 
work of the board of directors. The board is 
composed of five pastors or elders who commit to 

serve a four-year term, along with a treasurer and the coordinator. 
This past November, at the annual SGF Assemby, we welcomed 

three new and one returning member to the board. Sitting for the 
first time are Daniel Morden (Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 
Toronto) and Benno Kurvits (Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship, 
Hamilton). Glenn Tomlinson (Sovereign Grace, Sarnia) who 
returns for a second term. They join Carl Muller (Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington) and Dale Nevelizer (Tilbury Baptist, 
Tilbury) as directors. We have a new treasurer as well, Simeon 
Labao (Faith Baptist, Scarborough).

These men meet three times a year to analyze ideas submitted 
from the churches and oversee the implementation of the major 
programs of the fellowship, in particular the annual assembly, 
which includes the annual budget. These men have committed 
themselves to serving our churches, offering encouragement, 
counsel and practical helps. Please pray for them in their 
deliberations and in their actions. 

Planning to join in November is Lighthouse Baptist Church,  
St. Catharines, Ontario, pastored by Mike Tourangeau. We look 
forward to their fellowship!
—Mark Hudson
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BY SARAH VLIETSTRA ›› Exhausted after the 
holidays? Busy shopping, preparing food, gift giv-
ing and travelling can leave us craving the return 
of routine and sanity. Yet, throughout the busy-
ness perhaps you had moments of sweet fellow-
ship: moments when you savoured the goodness of 

our God and his plan for salvation; moments when you could share 
that goodness with another who needed the saving message or 
needed encouragement. It can be validating as a believer to have 
these opportunities to be a messenger of hope.

As you consider the new year and perhaps make resolutions, how 
can you and your family take a stand for Christ? If you have small 
spectators in your life, how can you live a transparent life, a life that 
leads these children to joyfully serve Christ and others? Many of us 
spend years studying to be a skilled worker in blue or white collar 
jobs. But how do we prepare to be messengers of hope to our 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, neighbours and friends? 
Not that it requires years of Bible college study to represent 

Christ, but it certainly requires our 
best efforts and putting ourselves in 
the way of those who need saving 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

As we reflect on 2015, how could 
we have been more purposeful about 
being hospitable to the unsaved 
among our families and friends? 
Rather than dread some family events 
where conversation is awkward or 
tense, how can we show love and 

understanding and present the good news? Consider pursuing 
these relationships throughout 2016 as the Holy Spirit leads and 
gives insight. Jesus clearly states: “He who does not love Me does 
not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but 
the Father’s who sent Me. These things I have spoken to you while 
abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all that I said to you”(John 14:24–26).

After all, Jesus commissioned us with going into the world and 
bringing the good news to all creation. But so often, our humanity 
wins, and we focus on our comfort and how others don’t serve us 
the way they should. Strip away these expectations, and put on the 
mind of Christ to serve him by serving others first as he instructs 
with his “first shall be last and the last shall be first” message. This 
life is merely a breath, and while we toil in the bonds of time we 
need to persevere and be encouraged, since our heavenly home is 
prepared as our final rest. So go home tired, and renew your strength, 
knowing your Father equips you with the message of salvation 
through his Son, sent to save, and the empowering presence of 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus ends his message to his disciples, “Peace I 
leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do 
I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid” (John 14:27). Savour the Word that gives life and flows 
through you to bring others to saving faith. What an incredible 
privilege to represent Christ—let us make his purpose our pur-
pose every day! 

| culture COMMENT

MESSENGERS  
OF HOPE

…renew your 
strength, knowing 
your Father equips 
you with the message 
of salvation through 
his Son, sent to save, 
and the empowering 
presence of the  
Holy Spirit

| TEEN beat

THE TRUST 
FACTOR

BY MARK HUDSON ›› Trust, as much as we want 
to hold on to it, is an easy thing to mishandle.  What 
may initially appear to be something very depend-
able can suffer an unexpected setback and land us in 
top spot on the Fails of the Week list. The failure may 
be something mechanical (a broken ankle buckle 

on your snowboard just before touching down after a very stylish 
seatbelt grab), something cosmological (hitting the beach in the 
middle of a downpour when the forecast was zero chance of rain), 
even something as benign as opening the pizza at home to find 
anchovies and pineapple instead of mushrooms and pepperoni. 

Our high hopes with trust are often broken, but perhaps never 
more painfully than when it involves people—when we think 
someone has our back and they end up letting us down. Most of us 
want to be trusted and to be able to trust others in return. Prom-
ises are made, pacts are established, assurances are given, and 
then out of nowhere comes an awkward spin on a situation that no 
one expected, and sadly, many promises, pacts and assurances dis-
sipate in a moment. This can be hurtful for both parties. 

Christians should be the most trustworthy people on the planet.  
Shouldn’t others be able to count on us to keep our promises, fulfil 
our commitments and go to extraordinary lengths not to let our 
words fall to the ground? This requires great grace, as well as being 
careful with what we promise, trying to keep within the param-
eters of the possible! On the flip side, are we willing to cut others 
some slack when they fall short in fulfilling our trust expectations, 
to forgive them just as Jesus has forgiven us? 

One of the most vivid biblical examples involving trust is found 
in Matthew 14:22–33, where Jesus went to the disciples in the 
midst of a stormy sea, walking on the water. Terrified, they thought 
they were in the presence of a spirit. Jesus exhorted them not to be 
afraid and reassured them it was he. Peter called out to him, “Lord, 
if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” So Jesus 
said “Come!”  Peter, with complete trust in Jesus, did what no sea-
soned fisherman would ever do—he climbed over the side of the 
boat! Then, stepping onto the surface of the sea, he started to walk 
toward Jesus. The high level of trust 
he had in Jesus at that moment took 
away all fear and, against every in-
stinct, knowledge and experience, 
he committed himself to the care of 
his Master. What a beautiful picture 
of absolute trust! In the next mo-
ment, however, Peter took his eyes 
off the Lord and instantly lost all courage—the wind and waves 
were going to swallow him up. The question must have flashed 
into his mind, “Peter, what are you doing?” Yet, even in the panic 
brought on by his “little faith,” he held to a level of trust as he cried 
out to the only One who could help, “Lord save me!” 

True trust demands at least two things:  the one being trusted 
to have the ability to deliver on the promise given and the one 
doing the trusting doing so without any doubt. We may meet 
with mixed success with one another in this matter, but we 
should never doubt the ability of Jesus to deliver on everything he 
has promised! 

Our high hopes  
with trust are often 

broken, but perhaps 
never more painfully 

than when it  
involves people
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W  e often hear 
people say: “The 
Lord led me to 
this job.” “The 
Lord led me to 
marry this man.” 
In some of these 

cases, one cannot doubt the providence of 
God in the matter. However there are 
times when people use the expression to 
justify sinful or unbiblical conduct. I heard 
someone claim the Lord’s leading when 
marrying an unbeliever, even though the 
Scriptures prohibit that (2 Corinthians 
6:14). The usual argument is that the Lord 
led them to this person: they fell in love 
with them, and as the partner did not 
openly oppose the gospel, it gave an oppor-
tunity to lead them to the Lord.

Jonah could have reasoned that way. 
The Lord told him to go to Nineveh and 
preach against it. Jonah didn’t like the 
idea at all and felt that he needed a Medi-
terranean cruise: Tarshish would be a 
nice destination. He went to the harbour 
at Joppa, and amazingly there was a boat 
bound for Tarshish. He had enough 
money to pay the fare and boarded the 
ship. Even though the voyage was stormy, 
Jonah was able to sleep. He obviously had 
a sense of peace about things. Some will 
reason that if we have an open door and a 
sense of peace, that is a good indication of 
being in the will of the Lord.

Of course, when we look at the story of 
Jonah, he was very clearly disobeying a dir-
ect command of the Lord, but it is so easy 
to justify a wrong action. Let’s think about 

“open doors.”

Open doors 
By this we mean circumstances that give 
the opportunity to move in a certain direc-
tion. For example, if someone is applying 
for a job and they are offered the position, 
they could regard that as an “open door.” 
Perhaps it is, but that does not necessarily 
mean it is God’s will to accept it. Suppose 
it entails being involved in illegal activities 
(ie. tax evasion)? Suppose it involves work-
ing every Sunday? I realize that some jobs 
do involve occasional Sunday work, pos-
itions in the medical field or law enforce-
ment to name a couple: but a job that in-
volves that every week can be harmful 
spiritually by preventing church attend-

ance. So called ‘open doors’ must be evalu-
ated in the light of Scripture not just cir-
cumstances. 

Other factors might enter into the equa-
tion too. Paul had an open door in Troas to 
preach the gospel (2 Corinthians 2:12), 
but another thing was uppermost in his 
mind. He was eager for news about the 
situation in the church at Corinth and was 
looking for Titus to bring that news. He 
expected to find him at Troas, but he 
wasn’t there, so he did not engage in 
preaching the gospel on that occasion but 
went on to Macedonia to find Titus (2 Cor-
inthians 2:13). The opportunity was out-
weighed by another consideration.

Fleeces
Another favourite way of knowing God’s 
will is by ‘fleeces.’ This refers to the inci-
dent in Judges 6:36-40 where Gideon, hav-
ing been commanded by God to go to war 
against the Midianites, asked God for a 
sign to confirm that God would grant him 
victory. He put out a fleece and asked that 
there be dew on the fleece but not on the 
surrounding surface. Then having received 
that answer, he asked for dew on the 
ground but that the fleece be dry. When 
people speak of fleeces today, they usually 
think of setting certain conditions that, if 
the Lord grants, will indicate his will. For 
example, a couple is seeking to buy a house. 
They make an offer on a property and agree 

that if the real estate man calls by Friday 
they will know it is God’s will. But is that 
wise? Perhaps a better solution would be 
to have an inspection to make sure the 
house is in good order. By setting condi-
tions, we are tempting God. 

You may say that God did answer Gid-
eon’s request. True, but Gideon had been 
promised victory, and his fleeces were a 
sign of unbelief. God was gracious, and 
sometimes he may be gracious to us if we 
set conditions, but it is a very dangerous 
course. Jonah might have reasoned, “if 
there is a ship in Joppa harbour bound for 
Tarshish, then I’ll know that it is God’s will 
to go there,” but of course he would be 
completely wrong.

There is no indication in Scripture that 
we are to put out ‘fleeces.’ The example of 
Gideon stands alone, and as I have already 
said, it was an indication of unbelief in the 
promises of God.

Peace
What about having a sense of peace? I have 
had occasion to challenge someone about 
an unbiblical course, and they have replied, 

“Well I have peace about it.” It seems that 
Jonah had a sense of peace when he board-
ed the ship; he was able to sleep even in 
the storm. Sometimes we can lull our con-
science to sleep by persisting in a course 
that is not right. On the other hand, we 
might be completely lacking in peace 
when we are doing what is right. When I 
was a pastor, there would be occasions 
when I had to make a visit that I knew 
would be difficult, for example challenging 
someone about sinful conduct. On the way, 
my mind would be in a turmoil, my mouth 
would be dry and my stomach in knots. It 
would have been very easy to conclude 
that because I didn’t have a sense of peace 
that I should turn back. However a pastor 
knows that not every visit is easy, and there 
are times when sin must be confronted.

Guidance is not always straightforward, 
and we must pray much about knowing 
God’s will. Our main source of guidance is 
always the Word of God. If the doors seem 
open and we have peace, that is fine, but 
our reliance must be on what God says in 
his Word rather than in the other things. 
God grant that we may indeed know his 
will and follow it. 

Open doors, fleeces and peace  BY ROGER FELLOWS

HOW DOES GOD LEAD?
SPOTLIGHT
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The New Testament 
describes only one 
office of leader-
ship in the church: 
that of the pastor, 
or overseer or elder 

(the terms are used interchange-
ably; see Acts 20:17,28; 1 Peter 
5:1–2). Clearly this role is of 
vital importance to the health 
and well-being of the local 
church, so how should we go 
about the task of identifying 
men whom God is calling to 
this role?

The apostle Peter describes 
elders as being “undershep-
herds” of the Chief Shepherd, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In other 
words, they are to reflect the 
character, the priorities and 
the concerns of the Good 
Shepherd himself.

This article is a reflection on 
John 10. As we consider the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Good 
Shepherd, we see the qualities 
he desires to see in the leaders 
of his church.

The church belongs  
to Christ
The first and most important 
principle to understand in all 

issues of church leadership and 
government is that there is only 
one head of the church—name-
ly the Lord Jesus Christ himself. 
He is the Shepherd who owns 
the sheep—the flock belongs to 
him—unlike the hired hand 
who is only a temporary labour-
er (John 10:12).

This same point is made by 
the apostle Paul as he commis-
sions the Ephesian elders: “Be 
shepherds of the church of God, 
which he bought with his own 
blood” (Acts 20:28). There is 
nothing more precious to God 
in the whole universe than his 
own people; indeed, we have 
been purchased at infinite cost. 
So, elders need to be conscious 
first of all that they are only 

“undershepherds.” They do not 
own the church, and it is not 
theirs to direct according to 
their own personal whim or 
preference. So, we are looking 
for elders who will lead us ac-
cording to the will of Christ.

Sometimes when I ask a 
young man to lead Sunday 
worship, he might say, “It’s 
great to lead worship, because 
I get to choose all of my favour-
ite songs.” At that point I wince. 

If we are entrusted with any 
leadership responsibility in the 
church, the purpose is not for 
us to impose our own will, but 
rather to lead in a way that is 
pleasing to Christ, and helpful 
and edifying for his people. 
This stands in contrast to 
worldly leaders. As we watch 
the presidential elections un-
fold in the USA, we see some 

“larger than life” characters who 
bring their own distinctive 
agenda and priorities. But in 
the church the only agenda 
should be that of the Chief 
Shepherd himself.

This is a fearsome respon-
sibility, and ultimately the 
elders will have to give account 
to Christ himself for their 
leadership.

The church is led by  
the Word
The primary way in which this 
Christ-centred leadership is 
worked out is through the min-
istry of the Word. Indeed, we 
find that Jesus himself leads his 
flock by speaking (John 10:3–4). 
The children of God listen to 
the voice of Christ, and respond 
to him. The authority of the 

THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD
JESUS ILLUSTRATES THE QUALITIES AND 
CHARACTERISTICS OF AN ELDER OR 
UNDERSHEPHERD IN JOHN 10 / BY BILL JAMES
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head of the church is exercised 
through his Word.

This is why elders are re-
quired to be “apt to teach.” 
They are leading according to 
the pattern of the apostles and, 
ultimately, the Lord himself. 
The Scriptures define the pri-
orities of the church; they set 
our direction, our goals and 
our aims. As we hear the Word 
of God preached and taught, 
we grow in understanding of 
God’s ways and will for us as 
his people. If the elders pro-
pose new initiatives, it is help-
ful if they can demonstrate 
how these flow from the teach-
ing of the Bible.

When we speak of those who 
are “apt to teach,” or who 
understand God’s Word, we 
are not just talking about those 
who are clever, or intellectual, 
or academic in their approach. 
The Bible tells us that teachers 
of the Word must also reflect its 
priorities in their own lives. Af-
ter all, how can a man apply the 
Bible to the church, if he is not 
evidently living in submission 
to the Word himself? Notice 
that not only does the shepherd 
lead through speaking but also 
the flock follows him personally 
(John 10:3–4). In the same way, 
the apostle Paul is unashamed 
in calling on the churches to 

“follow his example.” We are told 
that elders must be an “example 
to the flock” (1 Peter 5:3; 1 Tim-
othy 4:12). 

Negatively, this means that 
elders have cut out obviously 
scandalous and sinful practice 
from their lives; they are to be 

“blameless,” of good reputation 
and above reproach. Positively, 
they are to demonstrate Chris-
tian maturity and wisdom, so 
that the church can have confi-
dence in them as leaders who 
themselves consistently and 
faithfully follow the Lord.

All of this is in contrast to 
false teachers, whose claim to 
know God is contradicted by 
their lifestyle (Titus 1:16; 1 Tim-
othy 6:3–5). Jesus warns us 
that we can spot false teachers 
by the fruit of their lives, and 
of their ministries.
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If someone is to be an elder, 
his spiritual and godly leader-
ship should be evident first of 
all in his own family life. He 
will be faithful to his wife (if 
married), not flirtatious or im-
moral, and able to lead his own 
family according to Scriptural 
teaching. The ability to com-
mand the respect of his own 
children and keep them from 
unruly behaviour or rebellion 
against a Christian lifestyle 
indicates an ability to care for 
the church of God (Titus 1:6;  
1 Timothy 3:4–5).

The shepherd knows 
the sheep
The next characteristic of the 
good shepherd is that he 
knows the sheep (John 10:14–
15). Jesus is speaking here of 
his electing love. He is not just 
saying that he knows us in the 
sense that he knows all about 
us. Rather, he knows us in the 
sense that he has entered into 
relationship with us, and he 
has set his love upon us.

So the elder is to be engaged 
with the life of the church and 
take an active interest in its 
members. Hospitality is one 
of the qualifications for elder-
ship, as an expression not only 
of practical care but also of a 
desire to share fellowship and 
grow in love.

A good husband will always 
be aware of the joys and sor-
rows of his wife. He will be con-
cerned about the pressures she 
faces and will want to encour-
age her to grow and develop 
and seize new opportunities. A 
good father will know the dif-
ferent situations of his children 
and be thinking ahead about 
how they can be prepared for 
the next school or college, the 
next decisions to be taken, or 
how they can be encouraged to 
take new responsibilities. So a 
good elder will be aware of the 
situation of his church mem-
bers. He will take an interest in 
their work and family situa-
tions. He will want to help and 
equip them to face challenges 
and encourage them to develop 
in gifts and graces.

A good sermon is not simply 
a matter of brilliant exegesis, 
and stunning skills of oratory. 
Rather, a pastor seeks to open 
up and apply the Word in a 
way that is appropriate and 
relevant to his people. He 
knows his flock. As he pre-
pares in his study, he will be 
able to see their faces in his 
mind’s eye, and he will be con-
scious of their circumstances. 
His approach and his applica-
tions will be affected by his 
visits and conversations dur-
ing the week.

An elder’s knowledge of the 
church, and his love for its 

members will also affect his 
style of leadership. In 1 Thessa-
lonians 2:7–11, Paul uses the 
remarkable imagery of himself 
as a mother and father to the 
infant church. He speaks of his 
gentleness and tender care. 
His “leadership style” is always 
expressed in terms of encour-
agement and persuasion (2 
Corinthians 10:1–2). This is in 
stark contrast to the example 
of false teachers, who tend to 
be authoritarian and bullying 
in their approach (2 Corinth-
ians 11:20).

There are times when an 
elder will be severely tempted 

to lose his temper. Some mem-
bers of the flock can be con-
trary, or even downright diffi-
cult. Yet Paul exhorts Timothy 
to deal gently even with those 
who oppose him (2 Timothy 
2:25–26).

The shepherd cares  
for the sheep
As one who loves the sheep, it 
is not surprising that the good 
shepherd is one who cares for 
the flock. He ensures that his 
sheep find good pasture (John 
10:9; Psalm 23:1–2).

Such care for the church will 
include care for practical 

[An elder] is to be an example to the flock not 
only in his godliness but also demonstrating 
how bruised reeds and smoking flax, failing and 
stumbling believers like himself, must always 
come back to find cleansing through the blood 
of Christ. 
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needs, but most of all it is 
spiritual care, wanting to nur-
ture and develop the spiritual 
life and experience of the 
members. This same image is 
used when Christ is described 
as the Bridegroom of the 
church (Ephesians 5:25–27).

A good elder is one who 
wants to teach, encourage, ex-
hort and rebuke so that we 
grow in understanding and in 
godliness (Titus 1:9). This 
should be evident not only in 
preaching and teaching “up 
front,” but in edifying conver-
sation. This is a man who will 
take the opportunity to give a 
word of spiritual encourage-
ment, to direct us back to the 
Word of God and to help us see 
what the Lord might be saying 
in our present circumstances.

It is through such word min-
istry (whether public or per-
sonal) that we grow and de-
velop as Christian believers. 
Ephesians 4 presents the pic-
ture of word ministry training 

and equipping us in our Chris-
tian service so that we are able 
to serve the Lord and one an-
other and grow up together 
into maturity in Christ.

If the elder cares about the 
flock, he will be clear about the 
need to refute false teaching. 
We have said that the style of 
leadership is gentle and en-
couraging, but there is one 
area where the elder must be 
decisive and uncompromising. 
Those who seek to cause div-
ision or who are committed to 
false teaching must be refuted 
and excluded from the church 
lest they cause great damage 
(Titus 1:10–11; 3:10–11; Acts 
20:29–31). This means that an 
elder needs to have a clear 
grasp of Scriptural teaching, so 
that he is able to identify and 
refute those who teach error 
(Titus 1:9).

It is not popular to condemn 
error—especially when it 
means contradicting well-
known figures in the Christian 
world or even in our own con-
gregation. The “hired hand” 
(John 10:12–13) shrinks from 
this task, but the faithful shep-
herd loves the church enough 
to be faithful. However painful 
and difficult leadership might 
be, we follow the example of 
the Chief Shepherd who was 
willing to lay down his life for 
the sheep.

The shepherd gathers 
the sheep
In the context of John’s Gospel, 
it is clear that there are others 
(Gentiles) who are yet to be 
added to God’s people. Jesus 
speaks of gathering them also 
(John 10:16).

So the good shepherd has an 
evangelistic heart for those 
who are still outside of the 
church, who have not yet 
heard the Master’s voice and 
not yet been called to repent-
ance and faith. Indeed, elders 
will be ambitious men, not 
only to see the church grow in 
depth of understanding and 
spiritual maturity but also in 
breadth as others are reached 
for Christ. Jesus is the Shep-

herd who is willing to leave the 
ninety-nine to go and seek the 
one lost sheep.

The undershepherd 
leads us to the  
Chief Shepherd
When we consider the require-
ments for eldership, we see very 
quickly that there are no perfect 
candidates. There is no sinless 
man who can perfectly reflect 
Christ, and whose leadership 
will be infallibly godly.

The Bible is realistic about 
this tension. Indeed, the apostle 
Paul was very open and forth-
right about his own imperfec-
tion. For all of his godliness 
and his apostolic authority, he 
declared himself to be the “chief 
of sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). Yet 
he saw even his fallibility as an 
example, because ultimately 
his goal was not to point the 
church to himself but rather to 
direct them to the Saviour who 
came into the world to save 
sinners (1 Timothy 1:16).

An elder is someone who has 
a real experience of the grace 
of God. This is not just a testi-
mony of a “conversion experi-
ence” many years ago but a 
daily sense of the reality of 
needing to confess his sins and 
find forgiveness and grace 
from the Lord. He is to be an 
example to the flock not only 
in his godliness but also dem-
onstrating how bruised reeds 
and smoking flax, failing and 
stumbling believers like him-
self, must always come back to 
find cleansing through the 
blood of Christ. So, we give 
thanks that our elders are not 
perfect men. If they were, then 
they might be unsympathetic 
to us in our weakness.

We may also be able to see 
weaknesses in their gifts or 
limitations in their service. 
Once again, the apostle Paul 
was unashamed to accept his 
own limitations. He freely con-
fessed that he did not have a 
reputation of being an eloquent 
or attractive preacher (2 Cor-
inthians 10:10). So, rather than 
presenting an impressive facade, 
he asked that the churches 

pray for him so that the Spirit 
would enable him to do his work.

The task of church leader-
ship is overwhelming. Paul 
sought to present everyone 
perfect in Christ (Colossians 
1:28). To present one person 
perfect is beyond our natural 
ability. To present everyone 
perfect (including the conver-
sion of those still outside of 
the Kingdom) is utterly im-
possible. So, no wonder that 
he confessed that he could 
only do this by supernatural 
enablement (Colossians 1:29). 
That is why the top priority of 
the apostles was prayer (Acts 
6:4); notice that it is men-
tioned even before the min-
istry of the Word.

As church members, we 
need to pray for our elders, 
that they will be empowered to 
do their work. Give thanks for 
your elders, for the gifts and 
graces that are evident in their 
lives. Give thanks for the plur-
ality of eldership, where 
strengths and weaknesses can 
complement one another. Sub-
mit to your elders, so that their 
work will not be burdensome, 
but joyful (Hebrews 13:17).

If your local church is seek-
ing to add to the eldership, re-
member that it is not ultimately 
the church which manufactures 
elders. Nor does the church 
choose elders. Rather it is the 
Lord himself who calls leaders 
for his church. It is then the 
function of the church to recog-
nize this calling and gifting in 
the lives of men whom the Lord 
is raising up for this work.

So, pray that the Lord of the 
harvest would raise up more 
labourers for his field. And 
pray that through their lives 
and ministries the cause of the 
gospel would be advanced, the 
church brought to maturity 
and glory given to the Chief 
Shepherd of the sheep. 

Bill James is pastor of Emmanuel 
Evangelical Church, Leamington 
Spa, U.K (www.emmanuel-church.
org.uk). Bill is married to Sharon 
and they have two grown children, 
Peter and Lydia.
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| rewind

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› Mediæval Roman 
Catholicism had majored on visual symbols and 
images as the central means of teaching. But the 
Reformation, coming as it did, hard on the heels of 
the invention of the printing press, turned back to 
the biblical emphasis on words, both spoken and 

written, as the primary vehicle for cultivating faith and spirituality. 
Thus, for the Reformers, the most important sense was that of the 
ear: hearing. For it was with the ear that a person heard the gospel, 
and when this hearing was joined to faith the result was glorious 
salvation and peace with God. So, it is no surprise that at the heart 
of the Reformation was preaching. In this regard, John Calvin is 
the classic example of a sixteenth-century Reformer: he was, first 
and foremost, a preacher of the Word of God. 

The overall shape of his ministry
Calvin had agreed to stay with Guillaume Farel in Geneva and 
serve the cause of reform in that city. And his ministry there can 
be divided into two parts. The first lasted from 1536 to 1538, during 
which Calvin’s ministry was attacked by Anabaptists and plagued 
by various dissensions in the city and eventually ended in his being 
expelled from the city in 1538 along with Farel. He then lived in 
exile in Strasbourg for three years. 

The second phase of Calvin’s ministry stretched from 1541 to 
1564. Dominating it were two things in particular. First, there was 
the exposition of the Scriptures through spoken word and print. 
Then, there was the mission to France, which Calvin sought to 
further by providing potential pastors and missionaries with a pro-
gramme of theological education and keeping in regular touch 
with those who were sent out to France to preach the gospel. 

Calvin’s preaching
Calvin came to look upon his life work in Geneva primarily as 

“proclaiming the Word of God” and “instructing believers in whole-
some doctrine.” He was, of course, involved in pastoral work, but 
the centre of his ministry was the preaching of gospel. By this 
means, Calvin says time and again, God reveals himself in judge-
ment and mercy, turning hearts to obedience, confirming the faith 
of believers, building up and purifying the Church.

Until 1549 he preached twice a Sunday. He also spoke three 
times during the week—on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. In 
October 1549, the sermons in Geneva were increased from once 
every other day to once a day by order of the city council.

Calvin’s method was truly expository. He almost never preached 
on a single verse or even an isolated passage. Instead, he would 
preach steadily through book after book, clause by clause, of the 
Bible. On Sundays he preached on the New Testament, though in 
the afternoon he would also speak on the Psalms. During the week, 
it was nearly always the Old Testament that he expounded. As 
Calvin scholar T.H.L. Parker has noted: “Those in Geneva who 
listened Sunday after Sunday, day after day, and did not shut their 
ears…received a training in Christianity such as had been given to 
few congregations in Europe since the days of the Fathers.”

Calvin’s learning was so well hidden that one might hear him 
preach for a month without suspecting that he had read any book 
other than the Bible. But he did prepare, and it was three-fold. 
First, he read what others had written on the particular text and so 

“Though dead, they speak”—A series on early french evangelicals

JOHN CALVIN’S MINISTRY IN GENEVA: A MINISTRY OF THE WORD
established the catholic (i.e. universal) interpretation. His reading 
would not only lie among the books of his fellow-Reformers but 
also in the Early Church Fathers. As he once noted: “When…we 
depart from the views of our predecessors, we are not to be stimu-
lated by any passion for innovation, …necessity alone is to compel 
us, and we are to have no other object than that of doing good.” 
Second, he considered what was the teaching contained in his text, 
and how he should present it in a clear and easily remembered 
manner. Third, he applied his text to the life of his people and de-
cided what lessons it contained for them, and how best he might 
drive it home to their consciences. He went into the pulpit with 
no notes at all, but stored his thoughts in his memory. 

The invaluable ministry of Denis Raguenier
In fact, we owe the sermons that we possess from Calvin to the 
labours of a French evangelical by the name of Denis Raguenier, who, 
following an elaborate system of stenography devised by the pastors 
of the congregation, copied down all that Calvin preached. Initially 
Calvin’s sermons were copied into folio volumes and entrusted to the 
care of the deacons for anyone to read them. Later some of them 
were published and many were translated, especially into English.

The inerrant Word of God
What was the reason for such monumental preaching? First of all, 
Calvin had an overwhelming passion to proclaim the Word of God. 
What Calvin once said about preachers in general was true of 
him in particular: “God’s servants ought to speak from the inmost 
affections of their heart.”

Then, there was his view of Scripture. The Scriptures, he says, are 
“the pure Word of God.” They are “free from every stain or defect” 
and are “the certain and unerring rule.” For Calvin, unlike all other 
texts, the Bible alone is a sure and certain guide for the believer’s life 
and thinking. He assumed that Scripture, rightly interpreted, will 
not be found to make false assertions. This was the presupposition 
of all his exegesis and preaching.

Moreover, for Calvin, in the Scriptures God speaks clearly. As he 
said: “the office of preaching is committed to pastors for no other 
purpose than that God alone may be heard there.” Consequently, 
the whole message of the Bible had to be brought before God’s 
people and this could be done only in one way: expository preaching.

A concluding word
When Calvin considered the cause of Reformation he was com-
pelled to look to the Scriptures, for it was when people studied the 
Scriptures that they were brought face to face with the differences 
between Rome’s “delusive pretensions” and “the order presented 
by the Lord.” Yet there had to be more than an intellectual under-
standing of what the Bible said. There had to be submission to, and 
acceptance of, the divine revelation set forth in it, and this took 
place only through the enlightenment of men’s and women’s 
hearts and minds by the sovereign action of God’s Holy Spirit—it 
was the Spirit who made God’s revelation efficacious. On the other 
hand—and this is key for Christians in our day as they think about 
and seek to experience genuine spirituality and piety—for Calvin, 

“the Word is the instrument by which the Lord dispenses the 
illumination of his Spirit to believers.” There is no genuine spiritu-
ality that takes place apart from the Word. 
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PARABLES
The mysteries of God’s kingdom 
revealed through the stories Jesus told
BY JOHN MACARTHUR 
Thomas Nelson (2015), 256 pgs
ISBN 978-0718042080 

One of the most fascinating 
aspects of Jesus’ public ministry 
was his use of parables to con-
vey divine truth about the gos-
pel and the kingdom of God. 
John MacArthur has written a 
most helpful book to aid both 
Bible teachers and hungry be-
lievers to understand and prof-
it from the parables.

Parables begins with an ex-
cellent introduction on the na-
ture, purposes and hermeneut-
ical principles of studying this 
biblical genre. Chapter 1 then 
explains the biblical, historical 
transition at the end of the 
second year of Jesus’ public 
ministry as he no longer pub-
licly preached straightforward 
sermons, but spoke in parables 
as a sign of judgement on Israel 
and its religious leaders. This 
chapter is highly insightful.

In chapters 2 to 10, MacArthur 
deals with nine of the parables. 
Some are well known, like the 
parable of the sower and the 
parable of persistent prayer. 
Others are not as well known, 
like the parable of the unjust 
steward. Each chapter contains 
a wealth of biblical truth, both 
theological and practical. Mac-
Arthur is an excellent expository 
preacher and teacher. Parables 
is a wonderful book and good 
reference tool—highly recom-
mended.—DON THEOBALD

WE CANNOT BE SILENT
Speaking truth to a culture redefining 
sex, marriage & the very meaning of 
right & wrong
BY R. ALBERT MOHLER, JR.
Thomas Nelson (2015), 214 pgs
ISBN 978-0718032487

In this book, Mohler pulls no 
punches, especially in chapter 2 
where he looks at the failure of 
evangelicals to engage on the 
birth-control issue and their 
subsequent surrender to the di-
vorce culture. Having lost their 
credibility to speak about the 
clear teachings of the Bible on 
marriage, the same-sex revolu-
tion easily got a cultural foot-
hood. And, devoid of a solid 
Christian worldview, American 
evangelicals moved to a posture 
of quiet toleration and, in some 
cases, acceptance. Mohler goes 
on to reveal the clearly articu-
lated strategy of the gay move-
ment to co-opt popular culture 
to their agenda since the 80s.

Probably the most hearten-
ing parts of the book are when 
Mohler unpacks the biblical 
view of truth, marriage, min-
istry and cultural engagement 
and gives the believer courage 
to stand and speak truth in the 
present day. —JANICE VAN ECK

AWE
Why it matters for everything  
we think, say & do
BY PAUL DAVID TRIPP
Crossway (2015), 195 pgs
ISBN 978-1433547072

Awe—in one sense, what a strange 
title for a book. In another sense, 
it is clear once you read this 

book that no other title would 
be appropriate. Tripp’s thesis is, 

“Our hearts are always captured 
by something—that’s how God 
made us. But sin threatens to 
distract us from the glory of 
our Creator. All too often, we 
stand in awe of everything but 
God.” Again he writes, “I was 
wired for the awe of God. No 
other awe satisfies the soul.”

Tripp looks at a number of 
issues in the Christian’s life, 
and at their root is the heart 
issue of awe—for God. God has 
created and made everything so 
that we will be inspired to cele-
brate the awesomeness of God. 
Ultimately all sin is misplaced 
awe—being awed by something 
or someone other than God.

Be ready to be intrigued, 
challenged, made uncomfort-
able and blessed. Awe is one of 
the best books I’ve read in a 
long time.—DON THEOBALD

KICK THE BORING OUT  
OF YOUR LIFE
BY DONNA CARTER
Harvest House (2015), 240 pgs
ISBN 978-0736963480

Carter, a Canadian Christian 
speaker and writer, offers a wide 
range of scriptural insights to 
overhaul your life to be more 
godly. Her recent book is both 
timely and relevant. The ten 
chapters and study guide touch 
on building boundaries, rela-
tionship bridges and spiritual 
investments, as well as practical 
advice on purity, risk-taking and 
tongue taming. Her poignant 
anecdotes woven throughout 

give you a sense of Donna’s 
compelling life. She uses per-
sonal experiences and stories of 
women she knows to effectively 
illustrate truth. Her book is en-
couraging, humourous, thought- 
provoking and definitely an ex-
cellent choice for a women’s 
group study.—SARAH VLIETSTRA

THE MESSAGE OF THE 
GENERAL EPISTLES IN 
THE HISTORY OF  
REDEMPTION
Wisdom from James, Peter, John  
and Jude
BY BRANDON D. CROWE
P & R (2015), 240 pgs
ISBN 978-1629950518

In this book, Crowe deals with 
these seven letters under the 
intriguing categories of scally-
wags (what the unsaved world 
really thinks of true believers), 
scoffers (mockers of Christ’s 
second coming and holiness of 
life) and schisms (the destruc-
tive results of heretical teach-
ing and ungodly living).

General Epistles is well written, 
easy-to-understand theologically 
and has good practical applica-
tion. Most chapters are built 
around the twin themes of the 
indicative—what the triune God 
has done to bring salvation and 
the imperative—how the be-
liever is to live out saving grace.

Each chapter concludes with 
questions that recap key truths 
and challenge us to work them 
out in our lives. This is an excel-
lent aid for personal devotions  
or for a Sunday School or small 
group Bible study.—DON THEOBALD
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› Strolling through a 
Christian bookstore, one cannot help but notice 
the array of gilded and adorned crosses for sale. Is 
there a place for these sorts of “dressed up” sym-
bols of Christ’s crucifixion in our homes and places 
of worship? If we have a cross on display at all, 

shouldn’t we only exhibit a realistic wooden cross instead of a 
decorated and symbolic cross? We do sing songs and hymns about 
the beauty of the cross; the old rugged cross is made attractive by 
the melody of many hymns and the poetry of the lyrics. Preachers 
and authors have often “waxed poetic” about the beauty of the 
cross, yet we are uncertain about presenting the cross as visually 
beautiful. Is there a role to play for beautiful crosses?

Author and preacher Timothy Keller states, “Art is often a back 
door to truth” because it involves “a movement from the right brain 
to the left.” This is why art has al-
ways played a prominent role in the 
body of Jesus Christ, whether 
through music, visual art, poetry, or 
even eloquent preaching. Christi-
anity speaks to the whole person, 
our body, soul, heart and mind. Churches, however, sometimes put 
the emphasis only on left-brain cerebral Christianity. But art, espe-
cially visual art, puts emphasis on our right-brain thinking as well as 
our emotional centre. Art attempts to capture and convey abstract 
truths in symbolically and emotionally provocative ways. 

Over the centuries, artists have presented the abstract truth 
about the beauty of the cross by transforming an ugly, Roman in-
strument of torture and death into a physically beautiful piece of 
art. “O death, where is your sting?” the apostle Paul asks (1 Cor-
inthians 15:55). The artistic transformation of the cross is intend-
ed to show that we have no fear or revulsion for the cross as an 
instrument of execution; Jesus has made the cross attractive to a 
believer’s heart and mind. Humanity’s most hideous and repulsive 
act of evil—the historical crucifixion of Christ upon the cross—be-
came God’s great and beautiful act of love and redemption for hu-

manity. What the artistically beautified cross does is visually con-
vey the biblical truth about what Christ has done spiritually and 
physically (i.e., in time and space): he has taken a horrific and ugly 
instrument of death and made it beautiful.

If, in the wisdom and providence of God, Jesus came to earth in 
a different century, the mode of execution might have been an 
electric chair or a hangman’s gallows; would we do the same thing 
to these instruments of death as many Christians have done with 
the cross? Would we wear a gilded and adorned electric chair on a 
necklace or hang an ornate noose on our wall? The answer would 
be yes. The electric chair would look like a throne because Jesus’s 
lordship and triumph over death makes it a throne.  The ugly, dark 
and sorrowful mode of execution would become a beautiful source 
of life, light and joy; it would still be “a stumbling block to the Jew 
and folly to the Gentile,” but to a believer in Jesus Christ, it would 
be a glorious and beautiful thing (1 Corinthians 1:23–25). 

Through his death and resurrection, Jesus turns the roughhewn 
wooden cross into a canvas upon which he uses his blood to paint 
a magnificent portrait of his great act of love. Over the centuries, 
artists have laboured to use their gifts to express this beautifica-
tion of the cross in artistic form. The roughhewn cross still has a 
role to play, reminding us not only of the ugliness and shame of 
the cross but also the historicity of the cross—that the crucifixion 
was a real event on a real instrument of death. But the beautified 
cross is important too, showing us that our Great God “makes all 
things new” (Revelation 21:5), and he works all things “together 
for good” (Romans 8:28), and that although Christ “endured the 
cross, despising the shame,” he is now “seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). 

Perhaps the beautified cross is the artists’ way of symbolizing 
our paradoxical love for the cross. The apostle Paul sums it up well 
when he writes, “But far be it from me to boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to 
me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14). Whether your cross is 
wooden or gilded, let us boast in our beautiful cross, made won-
derful by the Great Artist’s hand. 

Perhaps the beautified 
cross is the artists’ 
way of symbolizing 
our paradoxical love 
for the cross. 

| the ARTS

THE 
BEAUTIFUL 
CROSS
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DEVOTIONAL
By Janice Van Eck

Our Advocate
“My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous” (1 John 2:1).

You may not know the meaning of the 
word “advocate.” Simply put, an advo-
cate is someone who speaks to some-
one else on your behalf. For example, a 
lawyer is an advocate—he or she speaks 
to the court on your behalf to help in 
your defence. In the case of Jesus, the 
fact that he is your Advocate means that 
he pleads your case before his Father. 

Now, why would you need Jesus to 
be your Advocate? Well, you have also 
read that if we sin, we need an advo-
cate. Why is that? Sin separates us from 
God; it puts a wall up between us and 
God, and no matter all the good things 
we might do, that wall cannot come 
down unless that sin is paid for. It is only 
the blood of the perfect Son of God, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that can pay the 
price for sin—we need Jesus to make 
things right with God.

But, the apostle John knows—from 
his own experience and the lives of 
fellow Christians around him—that he 
does sin, even though he doesn’t want 
to and even though he is a Christian. 
What can he do then? As John tells us, 
he can’t do anything (other than repent) 
but Jesus can! Jesus can speak to his 
Father, he can be an Advocate, on our 
behalf.

But, after all Jesus has already done 
for sinners, would he still want to do 
more? The wonderful thing about Jesus 
is that he also loves us and wants us to 
be in harmony with his Father’s will. 
When we bring our sin to him, he is 
faithful to plead our cause before his 
Father and be the one “in the middle” 
so that our fellowship with God can be 
restored. What an amazing thing it is to 
have Jesus as our Advocate! Look to 
him today! 

the kids PAGE |

BIBLE FOCUS

Catching fish with Jesus
BY JANICE VAN ECK ›› Read Luke 5:1–11. This story is when Jesus, by the lake of Genne-
saret, calls his first disciples, simple fishermen.

1. Why did Jesus get in the boat and go a little way from land?

2. What happened when Simon Peter put his boat out into the deep and let down his nets?

3. Why did Simon Peter fall down at Jesus’ feet after he saw all the fish in the nets?

4. Explain what Jesus meant when he told Simon Peter he would now be catching men?

Word search
afraid
boats
breaking
catch
crowd
everything
fishermen
fishing
Gennesaret
James
Jesus
John 
lake
left
nets
partners
Simon Peter
sinful
sink
speaking
washing
Zebedee

DID YOU KNOW?
›› While there are almost 20,000 species of fish around the world, Canada has only 
about 200 species of fish. fishing for walleye is the most popular type of fishing in Canada.

S A F R A I D A S C R E

A S I N F U L U R X S T

R E S M O R S O U I E R

M N H O J E W F M A W A

T F E L J D R O E D A M

T E R A S E N N E G S S

E L M K T P E O D N H E

R E E E E R G G E I I G

S O N T N I N E B H N N

E W E S P I I Y E T G I

R R A T K O H O Z Y A K

H C T A C A S I O R E A

O E E O K N I S X E W E

R R O B E Z F I O V O P

B P R O P A R T N E R S



WWW.CAREYCONFERENCE.NET
Accommodation and registration information available soon

WWW.CAREYCONFERENCE.NET

“The Carey” provides a 
Christian camp experience 
for the whole family!

As it has for over 30 years, the Carey continues 
to be a blessing for attendees of all ages. 
Organized by The Sovereign Grace Fellowship 
of Canada, the Carey provides a well-balanced 
combination of Spirit-anointed preaching, 
worship, opportunities for uplifting fellowship, 
children’s classes, sporting activities and 
restful family vacation time, making this week 
a highlight of the summer. 

Accommodations vary from onsite hotel rooms, 
cabins and cottages to tent and trailer sites. 
Other facilities include a pool, baseball and 
soccer fi elds, basketball and volleyball courts, 
and areas suitable for biking and walking.

We hope you’ll consider joining us for the 
2016 Carey Family Conference! 

Held at Braeside Camp
110 East River Road, 
Paris, ON N3L 3E1

SPECIAL EVENING SPEAKER

WILLIAM HUGHES
William Hughes, a pastor for many years 
in England, Scotland and Florida, continues 
an active, widely appreciated preaching 
ministry in the UK and North America. 

MORNING SESSIONS

DEALING WITH LIFE’S DEMANDS

DAY & EVENINGVISITORS ARE WELCOME!MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

August 20–26, 2016

THE 
PARABLES 
OF JESUS
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