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WWW.CAREYCONFERENCE.NET
Accommodation and registration information available soon

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

AUGUST 19-25, 2017

EVENING THEME

HOW SHOULD WE  
THEN THINK?
SPECIAL EVENING SPEAKER

MARK WEBB
Mark Webb has served as a pastor since 
1972. Reared in Texas, he received a B.A. 
from Rice University in Houston and 
then pastored churches in Wyoming, 
Tennessee and Mississippi. He currently 
serves as pastor of Grace Bible Church, 
Olive Branch, Mississippi. He has three 
children and nine grandchildren. His 
wife, Linda, passed away in 2014. In 
addition to his pastorate, he also speaks 
at conferences in Canada, Mexico and 
the U.S.A. In his spare time, he enjoys 
composing and singing gospel songs.

MORNING THEME

5 SOLAS
VARIOUS SPEAKERS

Held at Braeside Camp
110 East River Road 
Paris, ON N3L 3E1

The Carey provides a well-balanced 
combination of Spirit-anointed 
preaching, worship, opportunities for 
uplifting fellowship, children’s classes, 
sporting activities and restful family 
vacation time, making this week a 
highlight of the summer. 

We hope you’ll consider joining us for 
the 2017 Carey Family Conference! 

“The Carey”  provides a  Christian camp experience  for the whole  family!

2017_CAREY_SAVETHEDATEAD.indd   1 2017-02-10   3:56 PM
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NEWSBYTES
+ Toronto Baptist Seminary, Toronto, ON
TBS is celebrating its 90th anniversary this year! We 
congratulate them on this milestone in biblical education 
and rejoice with them on the many believers they have 
mentored and equipped for Christian service.
    On another note, Gang Wang has been appointed the 
new registrar at TBS, taking over from Keith Edwards, 
who moved over to Heritage Bible College, Cambridge, 
ON. Gang worked for many years with Carey Outreach 
Ministries and then for Trans World Radio. Gang and his 
wife were converted at Jarvis Street Baptist Church in 
2000 and then attended TBS (2002–2005). It is great 
to see them moving back to serve at TBS and JSBC!

+ Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, ON
On Sunday evening, January 15, 2017, five believers gave 
their testimonies and were baptized at Grace Bible 
Church. It was encouraging to hear how God worked in 
such a variety of ways to bring these men and women 
to faith and trust in Christ Jesus. We rejoice in the work 
God is doing!

+ Heritage College & Seminary Cambridge, ON
On March 23, 2017, Heritage College is holding a Ministry 
Leadership Day (8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.) with author, blogger 
and pastor Tim Challies. The themes for the day are 
technology, productivity and visual communication.  
To register, see www.heritagecambridge.com.

+ Roland & Susan Seiler, Johannesburg, SA
Roland and Susan are looking to return to Canada in 
September 2017. Their work with SIL will be busy over 
the next 5 months as they prepare for this move. Please 
pray that SIL will find someone to take over their finance 
and administration work while they are away. They will 
be in Canada for a while and will be considering their 
plans for the future. Pray God will make his purposes for 
their future clear, whether that is in Canada or Africa.

+ Redeemer Bible Church, Kitchener, ON
Sunday, February 5, Redeemer Bible Church celebrated 
the next step in their independence with the approval of 
their charitable status. Grace Bible Church, Cambridge, 
continues to provide financial support, but they are 
moving on as their own church entity with Charlie 
Ducharme as full-time pastor. We praise God for how he 
is caring for this small body!

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com so we 
can pray, praise God with you and encourage others by 
publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH 6, 2017
GRACE PASTORS’  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Glenn Tomlinson
Theme: The historicity  
of Adam
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
gracepastorsfellowship.com

MARCH 15, 2017
TBS OPEN HOUSE
Considering theological 
education? Spend a day 
and find out what TBS has 
to offer. See website for 
more details.
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 
Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

MARCH 23, 2017
MINISTRY LEADERSHIP DAY
With Tim Challies
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cost: $50
Heritage College &  
Seminary, Cambridge, ON
heritagecambridge.com

MARCH 30, 2017
TBS MORNING OF PRAYER
With Dr. Michael Haykin
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 
Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

APRIL 3, 2017
GRACE PASTORS’  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Brian Kent
Theme: Missions to isolated 
Canadian communities
Time: 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
gracepastorsfellowship.com

APRIL 28, 2017
TBS GRADUATION
Time: 8 p.m.
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

MAY 12–13, 2017
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Speaker: Deborah 
Vereecke
Theme: The armour of God: 
Get in gear!
The annual SGF ladies’ 
retreat for learning and 
fellowship is coming soon. 
Register at www.sgfcan-
ada.com/sgfladies
Held at Redeemer  
University, Ancaster, ON
sgfladiesretreat@gmail.com

AUGUST 19–25, 2017
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Main speaker: Mark Webb
Evening theme: How shoud 
we then think? 
Morning theme: 5 Solas
Make “the Carey” a part of 
your summer 2017 plans.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON
www.careyconference.net

SEPTEMBER 23, 2017
TBS ALUMNI BRUNCH
Time: 10 a.m.
Offsite location TBA
www.tbs.edu

SEPTEMBER 24, 2017
TBS CONVOCATION
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

OCTOBER 20–21, 2017
TBS CONFERENCE
Theme: “Desiring a Better 
Country”: 150 years of 
Christian witness
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

NOVEMBER 21, 2017
TBS MORNING OF PRAYER
With Dr. Lawson Murray
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 
Toronto, ON
www.tbs.edu

news & EVENTS |
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BY SARAH VLIETSTRA ›› President Trump. 
Whether you love or hate or secretly admire him, 
his actions south of the border are sending reac-
tionary and polarizing waves throughout our coun-
try. Currently, the ban on immigration specifically 
targeting seven Muslim nations is being protested 

in Toronto, hot on the heels of the women’s March to the US em-
bassy to protest the defunding of Planned Parenthood. Soon the 
wall separating the US and Mexico will begin construction, and 
the media feeding frenzy will continue. Is your head spinning yet? 

A Facebook meme described my political stance: “My desire to 
be well-informed is currently at odds with my desire to stay sane.” 
In a tolerance-based climate where political change is progres-
sively moving away from biblical truth, these first days of Trump’s 
presidency have generated a flood of backlash. Pro-life camps cele-
brate while the Netherlands offers an international fund sup-
porting abortion. It’s a political world war on morality and the 
temptation to stick my head in the sand is very real. But Jesus says, 
“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33, esv)—reassuring words to buoy up 
this knock-kneed Christian in the face of social pressure. So how to 
move forward? What is God calling us to in such turbulent times?

Prayer. Pray over newsfeeds, pray for politicians, pray for those 
living in fear. May God grant wisdom to those in leadership and to 
us all as we reflect Christ to this confused and angry generation. In 
a time where different perspectives are considered threatening, 
Jesus says: “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them which spitefully use you, 
and persecute you” (Matthew 5:44, kjv).

Action. Shake the sand from your ears and listen to God speak-
ing. Marie Agape* posted in light of recent events: “Sometimes I 
think, ‘What if we all just saw people around us and stepped in? 
What would our world be like?’ What if we did the little things and 
the big things God puts in front of us? What if we carried things for 
old people, entertained fussy toddlers in check out lines, shovelled 
neighbours driveways…and gave rides to strangers or neighbours? 
Might that lead to bigger risks like feeding a hungry teen, helping 
a foster mom, volunteering at a school teaching new immigrants 
how to read? And that might lead to bigger things even yet.... and 
our prejudices and ignorance might decrease and our world might 
change. God is asking us to be involved in His world, but often we 
think we can’t because the problems are too big. They are; but, 
every small act makes a difference.” Small steps more often. As 
Christians, this is not our home, so don’t get comfortable. Do we 
routinely pursue relationships with those who are unsaved, those 
vulnerable, those who are afraid, those who are new to Canada?

Be encouraged! As a new creation, armed with the Word, with 
the Holy Spirit alive in you, you have so much to offer. May you 
echo these words of Job: “I have never turned away a stranger but 
have opened my doors to everyone” (Job 31:32, nlt). May God give 
us courage to seek out those who so desperately need the gospel 
and give us opportunity to speak the truth in love. 

*Name has been changed to protect identity. See “Q&A” on page 14.

| culture COMMENT

TURBULENT 
TIMES

BY MELISSA INGLIS ›› My heart is a jukebox of sin.
Most days I stay busy enough to not hear the 

music playing. But, when I slow down… I find the 
volume goes up. You know those moments when 
your guard is down, and your thoughts rush in? 
Maybe for you it’s during the long commute home, 

or when you can’t sleep. But for me, it’s often when I’m washing 
dishes that this music begins.

First comes pride’s song. Cue: “You’re simply the best.. dun, dun, 
dun.. better than allll the rest.” This is where my mind wanders to all 
the wonderful things I may have said or done for others that day. I 
start to envision myself as a mama “martyr” for how selflessly I 
give…give…give. Then, as I wash another dish, and feel the weari-
ness of my limbs... I start to drone: “Noooobody knows the trouble 
I’ve seen….”

Eventually this jukebox heart skips a beat. In a moment of clarity, 
I see how inward and prideful my thoughts are, and I want to plug 
my ears against this self-righteous serenade. “Be killing sin, or it 
will be killing you,” John Owen said. So, I try to hit it with a mallet 
(which doesn’t help for long). Turns out that just trying to will my-
self to not think about something doesn’t work…it just leaves a 
vacuum.

I need a new song.
This is what Thomas Chalmers called “the expulsive power of a 

new affection.” For me, this is the moment I start to sing hymns. 
Songs of praise and worship to the One who saved me from my 
sins. Remember, worship is the original track our hearts were de-
signed to sing. Richard Baxter wrote: 

Resolve to spend most of your time in thanksgiving and prais-
ing God. If you cannot do it with the joy that you should, yet 
do it as you can…doing it as you can is the way to be able to 
do it better. Thanksgiving stirreth up thankfulness.

God even provides a beautiful selection of songs to fill our 
soul—right in the middle of our Bible. Like King David, we can 
sing the Psalms whether we’re in the heights of joy or the valleys of 
despair. Memorizing these God-glorifying truths will help us bless 
others as well (Ephesians 5:19). 

So, as Odysseus tied himself to the mast to avoid turning his ship 
to the enticing destruction of the siren’s songs, may we tie ourself 
to the cross. Despite the siren song of pride in our chest, that 
would rather exult ourselves than another, may we cling to the 
cross and sing:

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
 Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
 Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
 Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
 Mount of Thy redeeming love. 
—Robert Robinson 

| connecting LINES

TUNING OUR 
HEARTS
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P  aul makes an amazing 
statement in his first letter 
to the church at Thessalon-
ica: “We wanted to come 
to you—I, Paul, again and 
again—but Satan hindered 
us” (1 Thessalonians 2:18).

Can Satan hinder the work of God? Let’s 
note some other Scriptures. Before Paul 
had good news from Timothy that the be-
lievers in Thessalonica were progressing 
well, he expressed fear that Satan might 
have tempted them and his work was in 
vain (1 Thessalonians 3:5). In Revelation 
2:10, Jesus (through John) tells the Chris-
tians at Smyrna that Satan will put some of 
them in prison. After Paul’s amazing visions, 
he was given a “thorn in the flesh”—pre-
sumably a physical affliction, to keep him 
from becoming conceited. He called it a 

“messenger of Satan” (2 Corinthians 12:7).
If we didn’t read beyond these passages 

we might be deeply troubled to think that 
Satan can hinder our travel plans, put us in 
prison, cause Christians to fall away or bring 
physical affliction. Life would indeed be 
hazardous. However, that is not the whole 
story. Let us note two important truths:

1. Satan is mighty
He can do the things we have mentioned. 
He is described as our adversary, and like a 
roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8). He is not only 
dangerous but deceptive. He “disguises 
himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 
11:14). The devil is not to be trifled with. He 
is too strong and too tricky for us to handle.

2. God is almighty
Satan can do no more than God permits. 
That is seen very clearly in the book of Job. 
Satan is given permission to afflict Job, but 
limits are placed on him. First, Satan is al-
lowed to take away Job’s possessions, but is 
forbidden to touch his person. Then when 
Job still honours God, Satan is allowed to 
afflict Job’s body but not to kill him. At 
each stage, although given much freedom 
to harm Job, Satan is strictly limited by 
God—and, of course, God uses the trials to 
purify Job.

In the case of Paul’s thorn in the flesh, 
God used it to keep his servant from be-
coming conceited after the amazing revela-
tions he had received. It is also worth not-
ing that when Paul seeks the removal of the 

thorn, he doesn’t 
pray to Satan but to 
the Lord who alone 
has the ultimate 
power to use the sit-
uation as he sees fit.

In 1 Thessalonians 
3:5, where Paul is 
fearful that his work 
there might be in 
vain through Satan’s 
temptations, some 
explanation is needed. 
That was the apostle’s 
thinking before Tim-
othy returned from 
Thessalonica with the 
good news that the 
believers were do-
ing well. Paul realized there was the pos-
sibility that like the seed sown on stony or 
thorny ground (Matthew 13:20–22), what 
initially seemed promising in the believ-
ers might prove only temporary. In the 
case of the Thessalonian converts, this 
was not true as Timothy later reported. 
Paul’s language is not suggesting that Satan 
can cause true believers to fall away and 
be lost, but only that a mere profession 
does not guarantee a true work of grace, as 
Satan can pluck away the seed sown (Mat-
thew 13:19). There are many Scriptures 
that show that true believers cannot be 
lost (i.e. John 10:27–29), but Satan can 
certainly cause havoc in the lives of those 
who profess faith and deeply trouble those 
who are genuine.

So, we repeat that Satan, though power-
ful, can do no more than God allows him 
to do. God actually uses many instruments 
to bring about his purposes. He can use 
people, even ungodly people to carry out 
his will. He used the Assyrian army to pun-
ish Israel. He called it “the rod of my anger” 
(Isaiah 10:5). The Assyrians didn’t see it 
that way—they thought they were just ex-
tending their own empire, but neverthe-
less the Lord was using them for his own 
purposes (see Isaiah 10:7–11). 

God also used Judas and the Jewish lead-
ers to bring about the death of Jesus, thus 
providing salvation for all God’s people. 
We mustn’t get the idea that God forced 
Judas or the leaders to sin. He simply 
directed their hatred and wicked designs 
to fulfil his own purposes. That was also 

true of the Assyrians when they invaded 
Israel. It is important to see that. God does 
not remove man’s free agency. No one is 
forced to do evil against his or her own will. 
Sinful people follow their own evil desires, 
and God uses those desires for his good 
and to fulfil his own purposes. The same is 
true with Satan. The devil needs no 
prompting to do evil, but the Lord directs 
his wickedness to carry out his (God’s) will. 

These things should be a great encour-
agement to God’s people. We must not for-
get that Satan is powerful and dangerous—
like a roaring lion, but praise God, he is a 
chained lion. John Bunyan illustrates this 
well in Pilgrim’s Progress. Christian arrives 
at the Palace Beautiful just as it is getting 
dark. To his horror, he sees two lions be-
tween him and the entrance to the palace. 
Understandably he is reluctant to proceed, 
but the gatekeeper calls out to him, “Fear 
not the lions, for they are chained.” As long 
as Christian keeps to the centre of the path, 
the lions cannot harm him; and, as long as 
we walk in the straight and narrow way we 
are safe.

In conclusion, Satan can hinder the 
work of God but only as God allows him to. 
So we need to walk circumspectly. We 
must not ignore Satan or trifle with him 
but be aware of his power and deception. 
But on the other hand, we must see that 
God is almighty and in control of Satan. If 
we trifle with sin or Satan, and stray from 
the straight and narrow way, we may in-
deed be hurt, but even this God will over-
rule for our good and his glory. 

Satan is mighty but God is almighty  BY ROGER FELLOWS

HINDERED BY SATAN
SPOTLIGHT
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THE BIG READ

THE BIBLE
—A BOOK FOR THE 
REAL WORLD
The psalmist in Psalm 119 directs our hearts  
to the Bible as a source of information, 
transforming power, motivation and adoration 
of our faithful and all-sufficient God
BY BRAD POWERS
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 I suspect the Bible has startled many 
of us by its upbeat attitude to the 
hardships of life. Think of your 
most recent trials, and ask, “Have I 
been considering this pure joy 
(James 1:2)?” “Am I rejoicing in 
tribulation as much as in my ac-

cess to grace (Romans 5)?” When was the 
last time I left an altercation with an un-
believer who was lusting for my blood, re-
joicing (Acts 5)?

Obviously, if I am to be rejoicing in trial, 
it will be because I value what it produces: 
growth, strong faith, clear witness, disci-
plined holiness and the like. If these are 
not the targets of my desire, I fear the 
Bible’s happiness will be lost on me. My 
perspective needs to be informed by God’s 
purposes. And although trial is one of the 
sharpest illustrations of this point, it is in 
fact true for every area to which the Bible 
speaks. Unless I can somehow see things 
God’s way, I will never respond to anything 
properly—whether trial, prosperity or, for 
that matter, Christ himself in the gospel.

Questions concerning the sufficiency of 
Scripture have been raised since the first 
inspired pen touched the parchment. 
There is an undercurrent of stubborn un-
belief in the human heart whose inclina-
tion is to read Scripture and cry, “Not 
enough!” But if God’s way of seeing things 
is essential to life both present and eternal, 
how do we propose to achieve it?

When we come to a Scripture text, we 
value a sense of the broad themes of the 

larger section of the chapter and book as 
an aid to accurate interpretation. One tool 
that proves useful is the recurrence of key 
words: Who could read Ephesians 1 with-
out coming away with at least some sense 
that being “in Christ” is significant to Paul? 
Words like “glory” and “grace” capture our 
thinking in a way that proves useful.

Using that tool in Psalm 119 leads us to 
see that our writer has much to say about 
the Bible! Here is a man who has 176 
things to say about it and waxes poetic on 
his theme through a range of the struggles 
of life as he says them. Only a mere hand-
ful of verses in this longest chapter of the 
Bible has no synonym for the Word of God. 
And there are eight of those words used 
throughout. Verses 57–64 are a handy 
summary, because all eight words are used 
once and only once, even if English trans-
lations might struggle to use a different 
word in each case. Motyer’s article in the 
New Bible Commentary (1994 ed., p.566) 
lists nine terms (two forms for one word) 
and explains them in five categories: af-
firming that God has spoken; that what he 
spoke affirms his thinking and will; that 
this is enduring, like something engraved 
on a rock; that it is authoritative and lov-
ing, as a father’s instructions; and that it is 
designed for practical application to life.

In other words, Psalm 119 is a hymn of 
praise to God for making known his mind 
and heart in a way that is all that we need. 
What we prosaically call “the sufficiency of 
Scripture,” the psalmist turns into earnest 
praise, grateful thanks and confident asser-
tions of having more knowledge and wis-
dom than the ancients, because he keeps 
God’s Word.

But here is an important caveat: for all 
the talk of the Word of God in Psalm 119, a 
more careful reading reveals the Bible as a 
means to the end, not as the end itself. 
When I was a child in Sunday School, 
Psalm 119:11, “Thy Word have I hid in my 
heart, that I might not sin against Thee,” 
was often used as an encouragement to 
memorize our weekly verse. Of course, 
that is a valid point: for the Word of God to 
be useful, it must be known; and to have a 
growing collection of texts for immediate 
use is a sensible plan, even if modern tech-
nology allows the complete text of several 
versions to be tucked away in our pockets 
for ready access. Nevertheless, Psalm 
119:11 is more likely speaking not to the 
fact of having Scripture located in one’s 
heart and mind, but to the love of it—“hid” 
like treasure, valued at the core of your be-
ing—and here is the caveat: in order that…. 
There is always an “in order that,” a reason 

why the Bible should be treasured, listened 
to, delighted in, sung about. In other words, 
for what is the Bible sufficient?

Some years ago, I worked my way 
through Psalm 119 trying to assign a one-
word theme as a title for each of the 
twenty-two sections. There are flaws in 
such an approach: it is overly wooden; it 
ignores the fact that one section may have 
more than one theme; it forced me to use a 
different term for each, even if one theme 
applied to more than one section. Granted, 
but my goal was to think deeply about the 
psalm in a way I had not done previously. I 
confess my usual approach would be to 
read it only when its turn surfaced on my 
way through the Bible in a year, and then 
to skim it as if it were full of repetitious 
thoughts in the author’s attempt to build 
an acrostic based on eight verses begin-
ning with each of the twenty-two letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet.

The outcome of that exercise was to real-
ize the breadth of use the Scripture author-
izes, and to enter into the troubled spiritual 
life of the writer. There are profound rea-
sons why the Bible became such a treasure 
to him, and central to them all is the bless-
edness that comes to the one who seeks the 
Lord. In the second verse of the psalm, we 
have the first clue as to what this psalm is 
really about—knowing God! The author is 
such a Bible lover because there is no other 
port of access to what matters most to him. 
Putting it this way, his later cry, “O how I 
love your law!” is not some kind of mis-
placed bibliolatry, but the fulfilment of the 
first and greatest commandment, to love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength (see Luke 10:27).

This is one reason why it is misguided to 
think of our church services as compart-
mentalized chunks where the T-shirted 
youngsters lead the worship, before the 
dress-shirted grey head teaches the Bible. 
The author of Psalm 119 would be mysti-
fied at the thought that teaching the Bible 
was not worship!

One further point should be made about 
Psalm 119 before examining some particu-
lars about the sufficiency of Scripture that it 
uncovers: the hostility of the world he knew. 
Having lived through the last five decades, I 
have this persistent sense that such anti-
Christian trends are something new. It is 
completely unfounded, of course: the idea 
of a socially acceptable Christianity was the 
more radical concept. In reading Psalm 119 
we see that the sufficiency of Scripture is 
loved not only for the portal it provides into 
fellowship with God, but also for its bul-
wark raised against the tide of hatred and 
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arrogant opposition of the world. In a time 
of feeling isolated and scorned, the Bible 
explained important things the psalmist so 
desperately needed to know. The promise of 
the God who would not forsake him was 
mediated in part by the Scripture’s compan-
ionship and counsel.

Psalm 119 wants us to see the Bible as a 
book for the real world with all its unbelief 
and depravity, and for the often-weak be-
liever with all the stumbles and distractions 
that entails. Think of the role of Scripture 
in this setting as providing information so 
that I learn to understand my world and 
discern God’s will; transformation, so that I 
am gradually taught, strengthened, made 
alive; motivation, so that I do not lose heart 
in the process; and adoration, so that I 
never lose sight of the goal.

1. Information
Our writer makes an obvious point in 
Psalm 119:7: I will praise once I have learn-
ed. Walking in God’s ways, if those ways 
remain unknown, would be a blind leap 
but that is precisely what the Word of God 
is designed to prevent! Before the purpose 
of the Word can be applied, the content of 
the Word needs to be uncovered.

Because of our desire to pursue those 
purposes, there is a thirst for this informa-
tion reflected in the longing to learn in 
Psalm 119:17–24:

Be good to your servant while I live,
 that I may obey your word.
Open my eyes that I may see
 wonderful things in your law.
I am a stranger on earth;
 do not hide your commands from me.
My soul is consumed with longing
 for your laws at all times.
You rebuke the arrogant, who are 
 accursed, those who stray from your 
 commands.
Remove from me their scorn and 
 contempt, for I keep your statutes.
Though rulers sit together and slander me,
 your servant will meditate on your 
 decrees.
Your statutes are my delight;
 they are my counselors.

What teacher would not love to have a stu-
dent like this—one who readily acknow-
ledges the challenge of pilgrimage (119:19) 
and longs for the treasure map to be un-
furled! Throughout the psalm, the imagery 
of following a path, a way, and thus being 
in need of guidance comes through (for ex-
ample, 119:105–112). Of course, the Bible 
is a book to be studied, and many skills 

learned in academia serve us well, but 
with its spiritual outcomes in view, even 
the process of discovery is bathed in pray-
er—and indeed, the entire psalm is a prayer.

In addition to the thirst for knowledge is 
the desire for accuracy. One of the ironies of 
the information age is that it seems quickly 
to sink into the mis-information age! So 
further passages cry out for understanding 
(119:25–32) and that much-prized gift of 
discernment (119:65–72). Here again the 
sufficiency of the Scripture shines through, 
in the way that the origin of the Word gives 
assurance of its faithfulness (see 119:89–
96). All other sources of information run 
dry at critical points. This is never true of 
the Word of God! The costs of error are high. 
As 119:92–93 underline, he would have per-
ished had it not been for the Law.

See the prayer of a diligent student of 
the Word in Psalm 119:33–40:

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
 that I may follow it to the end.
Give me understanding, so that I may  
 keep your law and obey it with all  
 my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands,
    for there I find delight.
Turn my heart toward your statutes
 and not toward selfish gain.
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
 preserve my life according to your word.
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
 so that you may be feared.
Take away the disgrace I dread,
 for your laws are good.
How I long for your precepts!
 In your righteousness preserve my life.

Teach me! Give me understanding! Lead 
me! Incline my heart and turn my eyes 
from worthless alternatives! Here lies ex-
posed the heart of a believer who knows 
what he or she is up against.

2. Transformation
Gathering information from the Word 
with clarity, diligence, confidence and pur-
pose implies just that: understanding that 
knows the dangers that abound. Although 
many of the sufferings and afflictions of 
the psalmist have come from the unruly of 
society, he is also acutely aware how much 
has its ugly roots in his own sinful heart. 
Here is not a man seeking confirmation of 
his preconceived notions. Rather, here is 
one who approaches the Word of God to 
be changed.

If the psalmist loves to use the picture of 
a path or walk, it is fitting that one picture 
of sin he uses is that of straying. It is the 
note on which the psalmist ends, and the 
chief matter he wishes to curb through the 
Word. While the call for salvation (119:41–
48) from real personal danger from those 
around him is strong, nonetheless, the 
longing for a heart that is pure (119:9,11) is 
the deeper, and more intractable, problem. 
In fact, if there is a positive side to his suf-
ferings, this is it:

Before I was afflicted I went astray,
 but now I obey your word (119:67).

The “before and after” of this verse identi-
fies his afflictions as a turning point in his 
attitude to the Word.

Jerry Bridges’ autobiography, written 
when he was eighty, just a few years before 
his death, outlined seven lessons he had 
learned. It is instructive that “lesson one” 
is: “The Bible is meant to be applied to 
specific life situations. This includes both 
God’s commands to be obeyed and His 
promises to be relied upon” (God Took Me 
By The Hand, p.138). This would be a fair 
lesson to learn from Psalm 119.

Of course, salvation as deliverance is in 
view throughout the psalm: he cries to the 
Lord to be his refuge in the presence of 
evil-doers (119:113–120) and cries again to 
be free from the oppression of a godless 
world (119:129–136). Earlier, we saw that 
whatever it was that constituted his afflic-
tion could reasonably be considered life-
threatening, and he gives an impassioned 
plea for preservation in the face of it 
(119:153–160), with his repeated request 
to “give me life!”—a plea he makes some 
nine times through the psalm (119:25,37, 
40,88,107,149,154,156,159).

Such a world calls out for justice; this is 
a frequent cry of the prophets, as in Isaiah 
56–59 and many other examples. The 
psalmist has already adopted it in his own 
practice (119:121–128), but understands 
that he has more to learn. This, too, can 

…the origin of the 
Word gives assurance 
of its faithfulness.  
All other sources of 
information run dry 
at critical points. This 
is never true of the 
Word of God! 
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only come through the Word: the lack of 
justice, the presence of oppression and vio-
lence can all be attributed to the general 
disregard of the Word that he notes (see for 
example 119:115,118,126,136).

Just as the psalmist’s confidence in the 
Word comes from the faithfulness of God, 
so his longing for righteousness comes be-
cause that also is rooted in the very nature 
of God (119:137–144). That God is absolute, 
unique and sufficient assures us that his 
Word is so as well. It is this that contrib-
utes to the paradox that true freedom is 
found only in submission to the Lord and 
his Word (see 119:44–45,134).

3. Motivation
The difference that applies to the Word of 
God as compared to other studies is illus-
trated in 1 John 1:6: “If we claim to have 
fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness”—if our claimed relationship does 
not change our lives accordingly—“we lie 
and do not live out the truth.” Truth in bib-
lical thought is something to be done. As we 
have pointed out, it cannot be done without 
being known, so this does not minimize the 
importance of diligent study, accurate under- 
standing and much prayer for discernment. 
Nonetheless, it must be done!

But this brings us to face one of the most 
challenging aspects of the Christian life: 
perseverance. Among many who attended 
Christian camps in their youth, this is not 
a small problem: How many commitments 
expressed around the closing night camp-
fire do not last as long as the gravelled and 
rutted lane to the main road the next day? 
Here is a psalmist, plagued with affliction, 
who has known some measure of deliver-
ance. But he goes back to face the same op-
pressive neighbours and unjust society; 
the same temptations to treasure gold 
more than the Word. His expressions re-
garding transformation are instructive and 
commendable, but are they durable?

The passionate language of love in this 
psalm must be noted. And, while I write as 
a somewhat reserved Canadian, this pas-
sion must not be dismissed as the expres-
sion of a distant culture. Not for a moment 
does our writer suggest that an easy path 
awaits him. Rather, the psalm ends with 
more crying than triumph. Since persever-
ance is a dominant theme in many New 
Testament letters (see Hebrews, James, 1 
Peter for a start) suggests that the problem 
is hardly rare. Here, too, the sufficiency 
and the value of Scripture to shape one’s 
perspective and inform one’s understand-
ing provides essential encouragement.

The “sufficiency of Scripture” is of 

course a phrase with much historical im-
portance. As a driving feature of the Refor-
mation, it sustained Protestant leaders 
during many dark days. The relative com-
fort in which we pursue our studies might 
obscure the value of this truth, but texts 
like 119:49–56 remind us that comfort is a 
precious commodity in a wicked world—
and to find a reliable source of comfort 
when all else fails is unspeakably sweet.

Knowing this God through his Word 
leads to the blessedness with which the 
psalm opened. Knowing this God also en-
courages the psalmist to cry out for mercy, 
given as we have seen that he acknowledg-
es being “prone to wander.” He looks to the 
favour and grace of God sustained by the 
promises of God (119:57–64). When we 
grasp that the Lord’s ways are right, then 
we commit to them. Submission (119:73–
80) does not appeal to our natural bent, 
but seeing the Lord in his wisdom direct 
our steps, even through affliction, prompts 
just such a response—and he continues to 
cling to the Lord’s ways in the next section 
(119:81–88) in spite of efforts by the scoff-
ers that surround him to push him away.

4. Adoration
It is a feature of this psalm that it alter-
nates between expressions of thanks for 
lessons learned and cries for help in the 
midst of ongoing trial. This is accurate. 
The Christian life is not one spectacular 
turn-around followed by an easy coast to 
heaven. Even lessons learned in a major 
life crisis are, surprisingly perhaps, not 
learned “once for all.” Daily struggle is the 
order of the psalmist’s day, and no doubt 
true for all his readers.

But through the Word, there is one thing 
he has learned that proves sustaining and 
durable: the Lord, in all his grace, direc-
tion and wisdom is faithful. As he navigates 
the next sea of troubled water, he knows 
where to look for help. Of course he will 
seek the Lord! And if the Word is that 
which draws him closer, then no one can 
pry it out of his hands; no fine-sounding 
words will dissuade him from the Lord’s 

way; any temptation that tries an all-out at-
tack on his heart will be turned away by 
the treasury of the Word hidden there.

More than anything, he will love the Lord. 
The psalmist’s devotion must be described 
as whole-hearted as we see in verses 145–152:

I call with all my heart; answer me, 
 Lord, and I will obey your decrees.
I call out to you; save me
 and I will keep your statutes.
I rise before dawn and cry for help;
 I have put my hope in your word.
My eyes stay open through the watches 
 of the night, that I may meditate on 
 your promises.
Hear my voice in accordance with your  
 love; preserve my life, Lord, according 
 to your laws.
Those who devise wicked schemes are  
 near, but they are far from your law.
Yet you are near, Lord,
    and all your commands are true.
Long ago I learned from your statutes
    that you established them to last 
 forever.

Note it well: his devotion for the Word is 
because of his underlying desire for the 
Lord of glory to care for him, just as he 
promised. A useful statement of the con-
nection is made in 119:57: “The Lord is my 
portion: I promise to keep your words” 
(esv). His awe and praise of the Lord is of 
such strength that he speaks in superlatives: 
it is “great peace” to one who loves the Law 
of God; it is adoration in the face of persecu-
tion, standing in awe (119:161–168).

As we have seen, the psalm’s last section 
is an intense prayer of one still in the battle. 
So many lessons learned, so much comfort 
enjoyed, but still the enemy rages. There is 
no silliness about his troubles being imagin-
ary, or easy solutions to hard problems, but 
there is confidence that proves to be sur-
prisingly resilient on the darkest of nights. 
While we have been listening at the door of 
his prayer closet, the psalmist has been 
speaking to us: Is the sufficient Scripture 
for me little more than historical interest or 
a creedal concept? Or am I fighting my way 
through the swamps of this world, Word 
firmly in hand as that solitary map to lead 
me through? Am I a “doer” of the Word?

May our longing for the Lord drive our 
deep commitment to his Word. May our 
longing for righteousness cause us to reach 
for this lamp to our feet and light to our 
path. 

Brad Powers is pastor of Berean Baptist Church, 
Sudbury, ON.

The Christian life is 
not one spectacular 
turn-around followed 
by an easy coast to 
heaven.
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Q 
What prompted the move to 
the Atlanta area?
A. When we moved to 
Canada, we had a goal to 
set up base for a media 

ministry to a Central Asian country. Dur-
ing our eleven years there, the team was 
set up, trained and mentored into leader-
ship. The Bible for this one language group 
was finished, and the ministry was flour-
ishing. They were capable of continuing 
on without us, and it was time to move on.

We felt a call to get involved with the 
other main language of the country and 
help with the Bible translation of this lan-
guage, a language of 50 million people 
with no Bible in their tongue. We began 
to look for concentrations of people from 
this area. Atlanta is a major refugee hub 
in the United States, so we decided to 
move here.
Q. What is the nature of your mission work now?
A. Zaheer works three main jobs: translat-
ing and developing media materials (in-
cluding Bible translation), mentoring and 
training believers from this people group 
around the world and working with refu-
gees here in Atlanta. 

Marie works full time with refugees in 
Atlanta. She works with women: helping 
them when they have babies, teaching 
English and showing them Christ’s love. 
Q. How is your family adjusting to the move?
A. The first year was difficult for the chil-
dren as they were well settled in Canada, 
but now they have found their place. Kayla* 
still misses the snow. The older boys were 
able to get scholarships at local colleges 
that make it more affordable, so we feel 
God is settling us in. We’ve gotten used to 
being called “Honey” and “Sweetie,” but 
we haven’t yet started saying “y’all”!
Q. Marie, how did you get involved with help-
ing mothers in need?
A. I have a background in nursing and have 
always had a heart for mothers and babies. I 
had my first baby overseas in a hospital 
where I couldn’t understand the language 
and culture. It is a difficult and frightening 
experience. In other places, I was able to be 
with friends and immigrants as they had 
babies and I saw the difference it makes. I 

took additional training as a doula even be-
fore we thought about coming to Atlanta. 

When we moved here, the first family 
we met were expecting, and I handed them 
my number. A few days later, they phoned 
in a panic because she went into pre-
mature labour. Bring able to be there for 
them through the difficult time was a 
blessing. The little boy lived and is thriving, 
and they were surrounded by the Christian 
community caring for them. 

They told their pregnant friend, and I at-
tended her birth and helped that family 
through some nursing struggles. They in 
turn told their friends who told their 
friends, until I am surrounded by pregnant 
women and welcomed into almost any 
home now based on my reputation, “Oh, 
you’re the one who helped so and so!”
Q. Marie, describe the area that you serve 
and if possible some of the dangers and chal-
lenges for you and these families.

AMost of the work in Atlanta 
is quite safe. The area where 
refugees live is vibrant and 
welcoming, with people from 
all over the world. But it is a 

poor area that has been plagued with crime. 
(Interestingly, the refugees have been driv-
ing out the gangs because they live life out-
side, and there are too many people watch-
ing for crime to flourish!) 

However, one of the housing areas 
where I work is a rough place where build-
ings are half collapsed and a gang runs a 
drug and prostitution business in the back. 
Many people say not to enter this area, es-

pecially after dark, but I have families that 
live there. They call when a baby is run-
ning a fever or when they go into labour. I 
go. I’ve waited for drug deals to finish be-
fore walking into an apartment, even in 
broad daylight, used my phone to light my 
way up slanted, creaking stairs in the dark 
because all the lights quit working years 
ago, have been asked if I was “looking for 
work tonight” and have come face to face 
with the gang leader. 

But once the doors shut behind me, I am 
welcomed into spotless homes and served 
tea and snacks. Seriously, I am not afraid of 
the immigrants from Muslim countries 
(They would defend me with their lives!), 
but I am afraid of some of the Americans 
already here! 

Another challenge lies in educating 
fellow Christians. One of my friends asked, 

“But the refugees you help are Christian, 
right? Not Muslim?” Facing the ignorant 
prejudice of people who have never met 
Muslims, and yet make sweeping judge-
ments of them is hard.
Q. How can we (Sovereign Grace Fellowship 
churches) pray and support both of you in 
your individual and family ministry work?
A. Pray for more workers! Last year, we had 
contact with 5 or 6 families, but now we 
have over 35 families who are begging us to 
come visit. Several are reading Bible stories, 
watching the Jesus film, and asking ques-
tions. I just can’t follow up with them all!

Pray for rest, for safety and for wisdom 
to follow God’s leading in who to spend 
time with. Pray for people to see God’s love 
in our lives and turn to Christ. Pray for our 
support—it’s been interesting to educate 
churches that ministry inside the USA is 
missions, so support raising has been a 
challenge.  

We are so thankful for the Agape family 
and their selfless love for Christ as they fol-
low the Great Commission. Please pray for 
them and consider supporting their work 
of bringing the gospel through Bible trans-
lation and the generous use of their gifts 
among the local Muslim community.

*Names have been changed to protect their 
identity.

zaheer and marie agape* and their four children moved to Atlanta, Georgia, in July 2015, after 
eleven years of mission work in Ontario. The Agape family attended Grace Bible Church in Cambridge. 
Zaheer travelled often and went through some harrowing experiences during his overseas mission work, 
but at GBC he was known as a friendly coffee server on Sunday mornings. sarah vlietstra, who got 
to know Marie and her children through the clothing closet ministry at GBC, caught up with the Agape 
family to find out about the work God has set before them in Atlanta with their new mission organiza-
tion SEND International.

| Q&A
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PARENTING
14 gospel principles that can radically 
change your family
BY PAUL DAVID TRIPP
Crossway (2016), 224 pgs
ISBN 978-1433551932

Parenting is a valuable read for 
any parent. It is rich in the 
depth of God’s grace and mercy 
for parents and their children. 
The book does not give much 
practical, day-to-day advice but 
rather Tripp offers a deep look 
at the “big picture” of parent-
ing. He uses 14 key principles to 
describe God’s ultimate purpose 
for us as parents: to be Christ’s 
ambassadors to our children. 
He continually points the reader 
back to Christ as the hope and 
confidence we need to raise our 
children in the ways of the 
Lord—for it is Christ alone who 
can change our hearts, as well 
as our children’s.—ANGELA HOFFMAN

FAR ABOVE RUBIES
The life of Bethan Lloyd-Jones
BY LYNETTE G. CLARK
Christian Focus (2016), 256 pgs
ISBN 978-1781915837

What a delightful and edifying 
biography of the wife and best 
friend of the great expositor and 
preacher, Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones! 
Bethan (Phillips) Lloyd-Jones 
(1898–1991) led a life that was 
fascinating, challenging and a 
blessing to many, many people.

The author, Lynette Clark, 
has made Bethan come alive 
with her insightful comments. 
She incorporates written sec-
tions by Bethan’s two daughters 
and some of her grandchildren. 

To whet your appetite I will 
mention three interesting facts. 
One, Bethan, like her husband, 
was a medical doctor (Bachelor 
of Surgery) who gave up a very 
promising career in medicine 
to devote her life to the gospel 
ministry as a pastor’s wife.

Two, not only was she intel-
ligent but she was also very 
beautiful. She had 27 proposals 
for marriage, including two from 
Martyn—her first and her last.

Three, although raised in a 
very godly, evangelical home, 
Bethan was converted under her 
husband’s ministry, two years 
after they were married.

If you enjoy reading good 
biographies, you will enjoy Far 
Above Rubies. Bethan Lloyd-Jones 
was a living example of the godly 
wife of Proverbs 31.—DON THEOBALD

ONE GREATER THAN 
MOSES 
A history of New Covenant Theology
BY HEATHER A. KENDALL
Quoir (2016), 196 pgs
ISBN 978-1938480164

Many books have been written 
in recent years on New Coven-
ant Theology (NCT). The move-
ment seeks a better way which 
is neither Covenant Theology nor 
Dispensationalism. It has been 
a controversial development, so 
Kendall’s book serves us well in 
recording NCT’s sometimes 
emotionally-painful progress.

Kendall not only reveals the 
American roots of NCT but 
also its development and im-
pact in Canada. But she begins 
by taking us back to before and 

after the great Reformation to 
show how the teaching about 
the pre-eminence of Jesus 
Christ and the new covenant 
prevailed on earlier Christian 
thinkers as well.

I felt as though I were read-
ing the history of a modern ref-
ormation. I believe the church’s 
theological yardsticks have been 
advanced through NCT. Ken-
dall has captured well its hist-
ory, including its birth pangs in 
its modern form.—BENNO KURVITS

THE ENDURING  
AUTHORITY OF THE 
CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES
EDITED BY D.A. CARSON
Eerdmans (2016), 1248 pgs
ISBN 978-0802865762

I’ll be honest—this book is not 
easy reading and not for every-
one. Dr. Carson has edited what 
I believe will become a standard 
text on biblical authority. Both 
the size and scope of topics 
tackled in this volume are 
daunting. Its thirty-six chapters 
cover a wide range of issues: 
from the historical understand-
ing of the Bible’s authority down 
through the Church age, to bib-
lical, theological, philosophical 
and epistemological topics, to 
comparative religion. Along with 
Carson are a range of contribut-
ing scholars who interact with 
the issue of biblical authority in 
their areas of expertise.

This volume is a must for 
pastors and serious students of 
the Bible. The hard work will 
be well worth the effort. To the 
degree we’re convinced of the 

Bible’s enduring authority will 
be the degree that we will live 
under its authority and preach 
it to the nations.—DON THEOBALD

TRAPPED
Getting free from people, patterns, 
and problems
BY ANDY FARMER
New Growth Press (2016), 208 pgs
ISBN 978-942572817

What comes to mind when you 
read the title Trapped? Maybe 
you think of your own circum-
stances as you are trapped by 
the demands of others and the 
insatiable craving for acceptance 
(approval) or you are reminded 
of the weight of being trapped 
in laziness. Maybe you think of 
a friend who you are talking 
with and they confess they feel 
trapped in secrets, escapes, an 
addiction or even a troubled 
marriage. Farmer tackles these 
various “traps” in our lives, not 
merely giving simple answers 
but exploring real people living 

“trapped.” He spends time talk-
ing about our great redemption 
in Jesus Christ, lifting our eyes 
to the hope of real freedom in 
Christ. As Farmer writes: “We 
love redemption stories. We want 
to be reminded that the traps 
that ensnare us, the chains that 
bind us, the burdens that weigh 
us down, the walls that hem us 
in, won’t keep us down forever” 
(37). If you feel trapped or know 
someone who is struggling, 
walk through this book togeth-
er and explore the great grace 
offered in our redemption story 
through Jesus.—DAVID ROBINSON 
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› 
God first reveals himself to 
humanity as a creative be-
ing. Genesis is about God 
not only painting the uni-
verse into existence, but 

also weaving together the very canvas it-
self. From nothing God made everything. 
Theologians use the Latin phrase ex nihilo 

—out of nothing—to describe God’s cre-
ative power. Then with a raw and formless 
universe, he created beauty, order and 
time, and out of dust and clay, God made 
man and placed him in a garden. Because 
human beings are made in the image of 
God, one of the attributes we inherit from 
our heavenly Father is his desire and abil-
ity to create. 

But we are not only made with creative 
abilities, we are also commanded to create. 
What is often overlooked in Genesis is one 
of God’s earliest commissions: man is to 
exercise his own creativity. This is seen in 
two examples in the early chapters of the 
book. While Adam is cultivating the gar-
den that God has made, he is also called to 
name all living creatures. Naming is an act 
and sign of authority: parents name chil-
dren, God renames his servants and Adam 
names all living creatures. But naming is 
also an act of creativity. It was up to Adam 
to invent names for the creatures: we are 
told that God brought them to Adam “to 
see what he would call them” (Genesis 
2:19). Whatever title Adam thought up be-
came the creature’s name. By creatively 
naming all creatures, Adam became a sub-
creator alongside the Master Creator. 

The second example of the call to crea-
tivity is in God’s commission to Adam and 
Eve to fill the earth; this is more than call-
ing people to have loads of babies… Tim-
othy Keller points out that humanity’s call 
to fill the earth means creating “civiliza-
tion, not just procreation.” Human civiliza-
tion is what we are commanded to create; 
God wants us to add more to the world, to 
continue forming it with our creativity and 
innovation. In so doing, we serve God 
through our creativity by being coworkers 
as well as sub-creators with God. 

Take, for example, the Bible: even though 
it is God’s Word, he commissioned and in-
spired numerous authors to write it using 
human literary genres and human authorial 
style and creativity. Consider the body of 
Christ, as manifested in the local church, 
which has tremendous freedom to design 
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CREATED TO BE CREATIVE

and organize herself within the overarch-
ing (but mostly nonprescriptive) frame-
work outlined in the Bible. Even sermons, 
hymns and worship services are reflective 
of the creative faculties of pastors, preach-
ers and laypeople.   

Creativity, then, is rooted in all areas of 
human existence. From the world of art, 
music and literature to the world of en-
gineering, business and academics, we 
see evidence of human creativity at work. 
We have been both made and commanded 
to create. 

Timothy Keller writes in his book, Every 
Good Endeavor, one of humanity’s chief 
purposes in Genesis is to continue cultivat-
ing the world using the materials God has 
made. We are called to continue the cre-
ative work God has started; as he formed 

the world, so we form culture, art and 
technology within the world. He created 
colour and beauty, and we create colourful 
and beautiful things. He created rocks and 
sand, and we create roads and skyscrapers. 
He created sound, so we create melody 
and music. He spoke the world into being, 
so we speak and write and sing “worlds” 
into being. 

Whether you are a barista creating a cap-
puccino, a mathematician creating a new 
solution, a graphic artist creating a fresh 
design, an entrepreneur creating a business 
plan, a florist creating a bouquet, an engin-
eer creating a bridge, a carpenter creating 
a cupboard, a musician creating a melody 
or a poet creating a poem—you are not only 
a creator like your Heavenly Father, you 
are also serving him by being creative! 

God wants us to add more to the world, to 
continue forming it with our creativity and 
innovation. In so doing, we serve God 
through our creativity by being coworkers 
as well as sub-creators with God. 
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BY RACHEL AND ZOË THIBAULT ›› God 
is good! He is the God who changes hearts 
and saves those he has chosen and called. 
On January 8, 2017, Grimsby Bible Church 
witnessed the baptisms of 6 youth who pro-
fessed Christ as their Lord publicly. Here are 
their testimonies (slightly edited): 

Hudson, age 13
I came to know the Lord two years ago. It 
was when Pastor Ens was preaching a series 
on hell. I was afraid of going to hell and was 
convicted of my sins. The Holy Spirit 
worked in my life, and I gave my life to 
Jesus. I prayed with my Mom in my room 
and asked the Lord to save me. Some of my 
favourite verses in the Bible are Titus 3:5–6: 
“He saved us not by works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.” I knew I wasn’t good enough to 
save myself, I needed Jesus’ blood. “Amaz-
ing grace how sweet the sound, that saved a 
wretch like me. I once was lost but now am 
found, was blind but now I see.” 

Ethan, age 11
I first trusted Jesus when I was 9. I had 
heard some sermons on hell, and it made 
me afraid that if I wasn’t a Christian I 
would go to hell. I knew I needed to ask 
Jesus to forgive my sin. I believe Jesus died 
on the cross to save me; I don’t have to be 
afraid anymore. I know one day I will be in 
heaven with Jesus. My favourite verse is 
found in 1 Peter 1:8–9: “Though you have 
not seen him, you love him. Though you do 
not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

Riley, age 10
I became a Christian last year on our family 
trip to Quebec. I couldn’t sleep at night be-
cause I knew I was a sinner. I needed Jesus 
to forgive my sins. I knew I wasn’t good 
enough to stand before God. I needed Jesus’ 
blood to cover my sins. I gave my life to 
Jesus, now I want to be baptized to show 
everyone I want to follow Jesus and be 
obedient to him. 

“Your blood has washed away my sin, Jesus, 
thank you. The Father’s wrath completely satis-
fied, Jesus, thank you. Once your enemy now 
seated at your table, Jesus, thank you.”
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Jorja, age 10
On a summer day, as long ago as I can re-
member, I was in the backyard playing 
with my neighbours, brothers and sisters. I 
was about seven or eight. We were fighting 
and I got sent to my room for the whole 
day. There I asked Jesus into my heart. I 
was a sinner and needed forgiveness. And 
that day I was part of God’s family. 

 My favourite verse is Romans 6:23: ‘’ For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’’ 

Also, my favourite song is “The Lord’s 
My Shepherd.” I like the verse, “He guides 
my ways in righteousness, And He anoints 
my head with oil, And my cup, it overflows 
with joy, I feast on His pure delights.”

The Lord came into my heart on that 
summer day. And I choose to follow him. 
He suffered for you and for me. I love him, 
and I will walk by faith and not by sight. 
I’m a sinner but Christ died for me! 

Sadie, age 9
When I first asked to be baptized, my dad 
had just come home after listening to a ser-
mon. He told us how important it was to be 
saved and that Jesus died on the cross for 
our sins and rose again. That night I told 
my parents I wanted to be baptized. 

A couple of months later I asked Mr. Ball 
if I could attend baptism classes. In the 
baptism classes he told us when we go into 
the water we are buried with Christ, but 
when we come up out of the water, we are 
alive with Christ.

Two years ago, at Agape camp, our lead-
ers asked us if we were saved. I said, “Yes.” 
That camp was really fun, but it was not 
the games that were fun. I loved learning 
more and more about Jesus who died on 
the cross for our sins.

I pray before bed and have been asking 
the Lord to forgive me for all the things I 
have done wrong. I also thank him for all 
that he has given me. I am so happy I am a 
Christian and can be with Jesus in heaven 
one day. Also, so I can tell others about him.

I am still going to sin, but I know that 
Jesus loves me and I am one of his chil-
dren. I will try to live my life to love Jesus, 
and even though I will sin I will try my 
hardest to love and witness to others what 
Jesus has done for you and me. 

Seth, age 14
I was around eight when I was saved, I was 
sitting in a pew at church probably not pay-
ing any attention to the sermon. I felt de-
pressed and empty. But suddenly, as if a 
mist had been lifted, the immensity of my 
sins struck me. What Jesus had done for 
me filled all my mind, and I could think of 
nothing else but that a holy, righteous God 
would send his only Son to a sinful earth 
for me? It was unbelievable. Yet it was true 
(John 3:16–17).

When we got home from church I went 
down to our basement. And there, alone in 
a corner a prayer was said, and the angels 
rejoiced. I suddenly felt myself filled. And I 
knew without a doubt that I was a child of 
God (Romans 8:38–39).

My life went on, I told no one what had 
happened that Sunday, and the experience 
began to fade. It was still there, but it was 
being buried by selfishness and rebellion. 
For three years it lay, waiting for a spark to 
ignite it into a fire of passion. In that time 
we moved from Alberta to Ontario to serve 
at Gospel for Asia. I didn’t think about the 
reason behind the move, and thought of it 
more as an adventure then a sacrifice. 

When we moved to Ontario, sparks 
began to fall. And although most were 
quickly stamped out, many remained, cre-
ating small fires. Such instances were, sib-
ling baptisms, spiritual growth in our 
family and being surrounded by godly ex-
amples. When I was thirteen, I was reading 
The Purpose Driven Life  by Rick Warren. I 
don’t like reading, but the book really hit on 
the point “Your life is for God, not God is 
for your life.” I had known this before, but I 
never put it into practice. After further 
thought I prayed, and asked for forgiveness.

Now my desire is to draw closer to Christ, 
to know him more and, one day, to be with 
him forever. This baptism is not the end, it 
is only the beginning. 
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