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AUGUST 17–23, 2019
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Evening speaker:  
Jeremy Walker
Evening theme:  
Body Building: Christ’s 
Gifts in Christ’s Church
Morning theme: The Glory 
of the Cross
Be sure to make “The 
Carey” part of your 
summer plans for 2019.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. For additional 
information and 
registration details, visit
www.careyconference.net

NOVEMBER 8–9, 2019
LIGONIER SOUTHERN 
ONTARIO CONFERENCE
Theme: Truth in a 
Truthless Age
Speakers: Tim Challies,  
W. Robert Godfrey, Steven 
Lawson, Albert Mohler 
and Stephen Nichols
In this truth-denying age, 
Christians sometimes find 
it difficult to stand for the 
truth or to know how to 
present and defend it in a 
culture that denies its 
existence. This conference 
will address the import-
ance of truth, the content 
of revealed truth, and how 
truth manifests itself in 
the lives of Christians.
Register before August 19 
and save $20.
Location: Redeemer 
University, Ancaster, ON
ligonier.org/ 
southernontario

NOVEMBER 14–16, 2019
GOSPEL COALITION 
CANADA WOMEN’S  
CONFERENCE
Theme: Taking Refuge 
under the Lord’s Wings: 
Bitterness and Blessing in 
the Book of Ruth
Speakers: Mary Wilson, 
Andrea Thom, Betty-Anne 
Van Rees, David Robinson
Breakouts: Erin Ford, 
Patience Omokhodion, 
Michael Haykin, Nadine 
Watson, Miranda Webster, 
Wyatt Graham, Wendy 
Stringer and Janet 
Surrette
Cost is $99. Register 
before Sept. 15th and  
save $20.
Location: Harvest Bible 
Chapel, Oakville, ON
ca.thegospelcoalition.
org/tgcc2019

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS 
KNOW. EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

| news & EVENTS
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NEWSBYTES
+ Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, London, ON
SGBC in London have now become the newest member of 
the SGF. Our total is 16 member churches at this point. We 
are excited to be working with them and look forward to 
meaningful collaboration in the Lord’s work for many 
years to come! See www.church4london.org for more 
details.—Mark Hudson

+ Upcoming 2019 Carey Conference
Plan to attend the upcoming Carey Conference this August 
17–23, 2019, with special evening speaker Jeremy Walker 
speaking on Body Building: Christ’s gifts in Christ’s church. 
The theme of the morning messages is The glory of the 
cross, and these sessions are done by a variety of pastors. 
There is a full slate of children’s programming as well, 
including morning sessions, sports, nursery, etc. 

The Carey Conference has been a blessing to the SGF 
churches and beyond for many years, and we anticipate 
what God will do this summer! Check out  
www.careyconference.net for full details.

+ Ligonier Ministries Canada
Sola Scriptura Ministries International (SSMI) has been 
acquired by Ligonier Ministries and renamed Ligonier 
Ministries Canada. Ligonier is an international discipleship 
organization founded by theologian R.C. Sproul in 1971. 
One of their first forays into Canadian events is hosting a 
conference called “Truth in a Truthless Age” this 
November 8–9, at Redeemer University in Ancaster.  
Guest speakers are Tim Challies, W. Robert Godfrey, 
Steven Lawson, Albert Mohler and Stephen Nichols.  
See www.ligonier.org/southernontario.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

Members of Trinity Baptist Church, Grimsby Bible Church and 
Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship met together at Galcom Internation-
al in Hamilton, Ontario, to assemble and pack 400 Impax 
players for language groups in Northern Mozambique. Mwani, 
Makonde and Makhuwa speakers will receive the downloaded 
Word of God in audio form within the next couple of months. 

Tim Whitehead, executive director of Galcom in Hamilton, 
commented that this was the very first project they had ever 
worked on where churches had supported the translation of 
the Scriptures through the ministry Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
represented by the Seilers, then raised funding for the radios 
and were also part of the team that assembled and prepared 
the players for shipping. It was a special day, and everyone 

worked with purpose, all eager for God’s Word to be spread 
to the outermost parts of the earth. 

Through these players, the Word of God will be heard in 
isolated villages throughout a region that has suffered greatly 
in the past two years. Extremists attacked several towns, kill-
ing many and burning homes to the ground. Then just three 
months ago, Cyclone Kenneth hit the wider region levelling 
dwellings and vegetation, including all the trees. We cry out 
to God to prepare hearts to hear the message of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ through these radios.

Thanks to everyone who gave, worked and continues to 
pray for this region of the world. May God bring a great harvest 
to the glory of his name.—Susan Seiler

AUDIO BIBLES: Members from three Ontario churches assembling Impax players for the Mwani, Makonde and Makhuwa people.

GALCOM RADIOS ASSEMBLED AND PACKED FOR MOZAMBIQUE
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| WORD matters

BE KILLING  
SIN

BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› In an article entitled “Kill 
Your Sin,” Tom Ascol writes, 

On May 1, 2003, Aron Ralston, a twenty-seven-
year-old backpacker did something unthinkable 
to save his life. After being pinned for five days 

by an eight hundred pound bolder in a remote Utah canyon, 
he took his dull pocketknife and cut off his right arm to free 
himself. He had tried chipping away at the rock at first, but it 
would not budge. Finally, he realized that he had only two 
choices. Either he must cut off his arm, or he would die. On 
the fifth day, hungry and dehydrated, he sawed through his 
flesh just below the elbow in order to free himself. He walked 
out of that canyon without his right arm but with his life.

When writing to the Colossian Christians, Paul wanted them to 
know that neither legalism nor mysticism could empower them to 
live the Christian life, but that Christ is all and all that we need. 
After warning against the Colossian heresy, teaching about the 
supremacy and sufficiency of Christ, Paul instructs heavenly 
minded Christians how we are to live in this world:

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly na-
ture: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, 
which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is com-
ing on those who are disobedient. You used to walk in these 
ways, in the life you once lived (Colossians 3:5–7).

When our minds were set on the things of this world, our lives 
were consumed by things such as immorality. Immorality is not 
only a struggle for believers today but it was for first-century con-
verts as well. Paul peels back the layers of sexual sin to get at the 

root of the problem. Sexual im-
morality is a comprehensive 
term that refers to any sexual 
activity outside of marriage. Im-
purity uncovers our thoughts 
and speech. Lust is the driving 
force that is fed by our evil  
desires which Jesus equates to 

adultery. At the heart of immorality is covetousness which is 
idolatry as we worship the creature instead of the Creator. This is 
what defined us, and God’s judgement is even now on those who 
live in such disobedience. 

But since we have died to sin with Christ in his death and our 
sinful nature was put to death when we trusted in Christ, we are 
now to put to death the remnants of sin in our lives. Though 
fallen, are bodies are not the source of our sin but rather the  
instruments through which we sin. The source of our sin is the 
sin that still remains. We are to put sin to death in our lives 
through the power of the indwelling Spirit who sets our hearts 
and minds on Christ. 

As the Puritan John Owen noted, “Be killing sin or it will be kill-
ing you.” Only in Christ can we deal radically with sin so that sin 
does not deal radically with us. 

BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› Worship can be one of 
the most controversial and divisive aspects of church 
life, yet it is an essential part of being a Christian. So, 
what is worship? How should we worship? Is 
music essential? Is worship only about God or also 
about us? Is it OK to enjoy praising the Lord? 

Browsing through the Psalms, the Bible’s built-in worship manual, 
we see that commands to praise God are a common feature: we are 
called to adore him for who he is and proclaim what he has done. 
We also see that music is often linked to worship—“Oh sing to the 
Lord a new song” (Psalm 96:1); “play skillfully on the strings, with 
loud shouts” (Psalm 33:3); “Praise him with trumpet sound; praise 
him with lute and harp!” (Psalm 150:3). Although worship is more 
than singing and playing instruments, music is an important part 
of worshipping the Lord (Exodus 15; 1 Chronicles 25; Acts 16:25, 
1 Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; James 5:13).

We also know that music is powerful; it moves our hearts, our 
bodies and our souls deeply. God designed music to have this ef-
fect on us, and this is why, in part, he calls us to worship him with 
sweet melodies. But like many good things from the Lord, human-
ity has a tendency to misuse the gift of music. We are tempted to 
use music in worship as a tool to accomplish some other agenda, 
such as using sentimental songs as a substitute for genuine affec-
tions for the Lord. Or it might mean using contemporary music as 
a way to attract certain demographics. It might also mean using 
nostalgic tunes as a bulwark against encroaching liberalism or to 
preserve old-time religion. But worship must be—first and fore-
most—about praising the living God. He is worthy! 

This isn’t to say that worship should not be enjoyable to wor-
shippers or serve the needs of the people. We serve a radically 
generous God who demands all we are, yet gives back more than 
we can ever imagine or think. Rightly ordered worship places the 
Lord at the centre; as we worship him, we find our delight enflamed 
and our desires met.  

In fact, praise requires our enjoyment. In his Reflections on the 
Psalms, C.S. Lewis argues that enjoyment is essential for worship. 
Our enjoyment in the Lord is completed when we are joyfully 
praising him. Consequently, our delight in worshipping God is not 
only good for our soul, but also a powerful testimony to unbelievers 
and a tremendous encouragement for fellow saints. 

This is why we need “singable” songs and hymns—with clear 
but artful lyrics and simple yet appropriate music. Older hymns 
might need a vocabulary lesson before singing or an update of the 
lyrics or melody. Newer hymns may need to be vetted for sappy 
sentimentalism or too many meandering melodies, bridges or 

“best sung by a soloist” bits. Fundamentally, the lyrics must convey 
sound doctrine and the music must support congregational sing-
ing. However, the poetry and melody also need to be beautiful. 
Well-crafted music and lyrics should help us to express joyfully our 
delight in the Lord. Since most of us aren’t poets or musicians, we 
need the gifts of others to help us sing and say what we are unable 
to express on our own. Since God is behind all beauty, then wor-
shipping God with beauty—beautiful lyrics and music—is a 
powerful way to point worshippers to him. “Let everything that 
has breath praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6). 

| the ARTS

THE ART OF 
WORSHIP

We are to put sin to 
death in our lives 
through the power of 
the indwelling Spirit 
who sets our hearts and 
minds on Christ.
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T  he Christian life is full 
of realities. God is real; 
Christ is real; salvation 
and all its blessings is real. 
But there are also nega-
tive things that are real: 
the devil is real; the world 

is real and so is sin. 
Adam and Eve were originally created 

without sin, but that soon changed—they 
disobeyed God’s command and immedi-
ately became sinners. Not only did they 
fall from their position of innocence, but 
they plunged the whole human race into 
sin. Every child born after the Fall is born 
with a sinful nature. That includes us, and 
we very soon demonstrate that by actually 
sinning. Where does that leave us? In big 
trouble, for the wages of sin is death—both 
spiritual and physical.

Is there a remedy? Praise God there is. 
God is a Saviour from sin and the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the embodiment of that Sav-
iour. Jesus came to save his people from 
their sins (Matthew 1:21). He does that in 
three stages:

1. JESUS SAVES US FROM THE 
GUILT OF SIN
We are guilty before God. While sin hurts 
people, primarily sin is an offence against 
God. Not that God is just upset because we 
have offended him—it is a matter of justice. 
Every sin must be punished; but the wonder 
of redemption is that Jesus took that pun-
ishment for his people: the punishment 
we deserved. He then offers us forgiveness 
if we trust in him. If we confess and believe, 
we are saved (1 John 1:9). How wonderful 
is forgiveness! There are many biblical pic-
tures that illustrate this.

The Old Testament word for forgiveness 
means, picked up and carried away. That is 
what happens to our sins. They are re-
moved as far as the east is from the west 
(Psalm 103:12); they are cast into the 
depths of the sea (Micah 7:19); they are 
blotted out (Isaiah 44:22); they are re-
membered no more (Jeremiah 31:34). We 
need to grasp these great statements. Our 
sins are forgiven—gone forever.

Why then do we allow the memory of 
former sins to bother us and deny us the 
joy of fellowship with God? Some say they 
can’t forgive themselves. If God forgives 
you, isn’t that enough? If he remembers 

them no more, why should you remember 
them? If he casts them into the depths of 
the sea, why should you go fishing? What a 
blessed truth is forgiveness. Our sins are 
removed. 

Are we then perfect after we are con-
verted? Of course not. We speak of original 
sin or remaining sin, but whatever we call 
it, it is a reality. It is an enemy: we are at 
war and will be as long as we live in this 
world. Does that mean we are under the 
power of sin? Not at all. Let’s come to our 
second point:

2. JESUS SAVES US FROM THE 
POWER OF SIN
When we are converted, all our sins are 
forgiven—past, present and future, but we 
know that we continue to sin, and while 
those sins do not cause us to lose our salva-
tion, they do cause us to lose fellowship 
with God and that is why we need to con-
fess them even as Christians. However, not 
only must we confess our sins, we need to 
do battle against them—to mortify them 
(Romans 8:13). We must throw all avail-
able resources against sin. 

(a) We must have the right attitude toward sin 
We must never be complacent. We need to 
hate sin (Psalm 97:10). While we rejoice 
over our forgiveness, yet we mourn over 
our lack of holiness. We are content with 
Christ and his work, yet very discontent 
with our spiritual progress. We must be 
ready to do battle with sin.

(b) We must engage the enemy
That means taking every possible step to 

avoid or overcome sin. If we know that a 
certain kind of literature, movie or TV pro-
gram exposes us to temptation, then avoid 
it. We all know the dangers of the Internet. 
We may need to take drastic measures to 
keep ourselves pure. 

(c) Use all available means of grace
Treasure God’s Word. Read it; hear it 
preached whenever possible. Hide it in 
your heart. Be diligent in prayer. Seek out 
fellowship with other believers. If you 
have problems in a certain area, ask others 
to pray. It may be helpful to have an ac-
countability partner with whom you can 
meet, pray and do some heart-searching. 
Above all, rely on the help of the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 8:13). This is not some-
thing we can handle on our own. We need 
the Lord’s help.

One last thing: 

(d) Holiness is not optional,
Without it we won’t see the Lord (Hebrews 
12:14). We will not be perfect in this life, 
but neither will we be mastered by sin 
(1 John 3:6–10). 

3. JESUS WILL SAVE US FROM 
EVERY TRACE OF SIN
While we may struggle with sin, and often 
feel defeated, we need to look in two direc-
tions. Firstly, back to the cross to see Jesus’ 
work to redeem us. We must never lose 
sight of that: it should encourage and mo-
tivate us. Secondly, we also need to look 
ahead to Christ’s return or our own death 
and entrance into glory. Our struggles will 
end then. Sin will at last be totally con-
quered and removed. In glory, there will 
be no more pain, no more tears, and best 
of all, no more sin. Our actual state will 
correspond to our standing in Christ. Now 
we are reckoned without sin; then we shall 
actually be without sin. What a glorious 
thing to look forward to!

In conclusion, what is your state regard-
ing sin? If you were to die today, what 
would you say to God about your sin? Have 
you confessed and asked for pardon? How 
can you put your head on the pillow at 
night without knowing you are forgiven? 
Ask the Lord to forgive you. He will; he has 
promised. Then you need to pursue holi-
ness. May the Lord help us all to be serious 
in dealing with sin. 

Jesus saves from the guilt, power and presence of sin  BY ROGER FELLOWS

COPING WITH THE ENEMY
SPOTLIGHT
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BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN

THE PARTICULAR 
BAPTISTS AND

 THE 
GREAT 
PER 
SECU
TION
1660–1688



W
When Oliver Cromwell (1599–1658) 
passed from this world on September 3, 
1658—the anniversary of two of his most 
important military victories, the Battles of 
Dunbar (1650) and Worcester (1651)—
there died with him the hopes of a repub-
lican England. Nearly a decade earlier, 
Cromwell along with other Puritan leaders 
had put Charles I (1600–1649), their mon-
arch, on trial for treason and for fomenting 
the British Civil Wars, found him guilty 
and executed him. In place of the monarchy 
they had established a republic in which 
Cromwell had come to play the central 
role. But within eighteen months of Crom-
well’s death, anarchic political conditions 
gripped the republic and one of Cromwell’s 
generals, George Monck (1608–1670) 
decided that the monarchy needed to be 
restored. At the head of his Coldstream 
Guards, the regiment he had created in the 
last years of the British Civil Wars, Monck 
entered London in February 1660, and an-
nounced the restoration of the monarchy 
in the person of Charles II (1630–1685), 
the son of the previous monarch who was 
living in exile in France.

It is noteworthy that the Cromwellian 
republic of the 1650s had known a signifi-
cant measure of religious freedom—rightly 
did Martyn Lloyd-Jones once call Crom-
well the “father of religious tolerance” in 

England—and Puritan leaders like Monck 
were hopeful that such could continue. 
When asked with regard to this, Charles II, 
in what has become known as the Declara-
tion of Breda (April 1660), guaranteed 
“liberty to tender consciences” and that 
none “shall be disquieted or called in ques-
tion for differences of opinion in matter of 
religion, which do not disturb the peace of 
the kingdom.” The Anglican hierarchy who 
came to power with Charles II, however, 
were not at all favourably disposed toward 
the Puritans, and they tended to view the 
various religious groupings outside the estab-
lished church as disturbers of the peace. 

The revolt of  
Thomas Venner
Their view seemed to find confirmation in 
January 1661, when Thomas Venner (1608–
1661), a lay-preacher attached to a congre-
gation in Swan Alley, London, and a cooper 
by profession, led an armed revolt to over-
throw Charles II. For three days parts of 
London were terrorized by the violence of 
Venner and his Fifth-Monarchist followers, 
who were convinced that Christ’s kingdom 
was to be ushered in by such bloody means. 
Over forty people were killed in street 
fighting, with Venner himself killing at 
least three or four people. Unrepentant to 
the end—he was hanged, drawn and quar-
tered on January 19, 1661—Venner affirmed 
his allegiance to “King Jesus” and that what 
he had done had been for “the propagation 
of his [i.e. Christ’s] Government and Rule, 
and for the advancement of his Kingdom.”

Venner had links through his Swan Alley 
congregation with a number of Baptist 
leaders, and it is not surprising that one 
immediate consequence of the uprising 
was the imprisonment of a large number of 
Baptists, who, despite their attempts to dis-
tance themselves from Venner, were now 
regarded as dangerous to the peace of 
Charles II’s kingdom along with others like 
the Quakers and Congregationalists.

The Clarendon Code
A more far-reaching consequence of the 
Venner uprising was its strengthening the 
hand of a body of legislators in what is 
known as the Cavalier Parliament who 
were bent on the destruction of religious 
dissent. To this end, between 1661 and 
1673, they passed a series of acts known 
as the Clarendon Code that included the 
following:

1. The Corporation Acts (1661), 
which required all magistrates to 
swear allegiance to the supremacy 
of the English monarch and to have 
taken the Lord’s Supper in the 
Anglican Church in the year prior 
to taking office.

2. The First Conventicle Act (1664) 
that forbade the gathering of five 
or more persons over the age of 
sixteen (apart from members of 
the same household) for worship 
outside the bounds of the Book of 
Common Prayer. This act was spe-
cifically aimed at ministers seeking 
to form new congregations. Being 
caught for the first time at an  
illegal conventicle would entail a 
prison sentence of three months. A 
second offence would mean six 
months in prison, and a third  
offence would issue in either exile 
for seven years unless a fine of 
£100 were paid.

3. The Five Mile Act (1665) made it 
illegal for ministers outside of the 
Church of England to live within 
five miles of the town where they 
had ministered prior to 1662, un-
less they took an oath promising 
that they would not endeavour to 
make any change in the worship 
practices of the state church or in 
the government of the state. Any 
violation of this act would result in 
a fine of £40.

4. The Second Conventicle Act (1670) 
levied a fine of 5s on every person 
over the age of sixteen present at 
an illegal conventicle and a £20 
fine for allowing such a conven-
ticle to meet on one’s property. Un-
like the First Conventicle Act, this 
piece of legislation was clearly 
aimed at the rank and file of Dis-
sent. The Anglican poet Andrew 
Marvell (1621–1678) called it the 
“quintessence of arbitrary malice.”

5. The First Test Act (1673) required 
all of those holding civil offices, as 
well as those commissioned offi-
cers in the army or navy, to take an 
oath of allegiance to the English 
crown and receive the Lord’s Sup-
per according to the rites of the 
Anglican Church.

Further acts  after this period of time speci-
fied that only Anglicans could be buried in 
Anglican cemeteries and that only those 
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the snow, the sun 
shone upon us."
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marriages performed by an Anglican min-
ister were valid.

Particular Baptists 
under the cross
Between 1661, the year that the Clarendon 
Code began to be passed, and 1688, the 
year of the so-called Glorious Revolution 
when Charles II’s younger brother James II 
(1633–1701) was removed from power by 
an Anglican coup d’état and religious toler-
ation finally secured, hundreds of Baptists 
along with equal numbers of Presbyter-
ians, Congregationalists and Quakers were 
incarcerated. Pastors were especially tar-
geted and many of them emerged from 
prison with their health deeply impaired. 
On occasion, full-fledged attacks were 
carried out on the rank and file of congre-
gations. On June 29, 1662, for example, a 
squad of soldiers came to the Baptist con-
gregation in Petty France, “full of Rage and 
Violence, with their Swords drawn; they 
wounded some, and struck others, broke 
down the Gallery, and made much spoile.” 
The following month, when another London 
Baptist meeting was subjected to a similar 
attack, one of the attackers whose name 
was Brown punched a number of pregnant 
women in the congregation, “striking…
them with his fists such blows that made 
them reel.” Although there were periods of 
respite—for example, in 1672, when Charles 
issued a Declaration of Indulgence and 
then again in 1687 when his brother made 
a similar declaration—there was no lasting 

peace from persecution till 1688.
The worst and darkest bout of persecu-

tion was just before the dawn of toleration, 
in the early 1680s, when a number of Dis-
senters supported an attempt by the Whig 
party in Parliament to prevent Charles II’s 
brother, the future James II, from ever be-
coming king. Angered by this act against 
his brother, Charles dissolved Parliament 
in 1681 and turned his wrath on the Dis-
senters. In Bristol, for example, the Broad-
mead congregation was forced to meet in 
nearby fields or woods to escape detection 
by the authorities. And when Samuel Buttall 
(fl.1675–1707), one of the signatories of the 

Second London Confession of Faith (1689), 
preached to this congregation in a field on 
March 12, 1682, the church minutes record 
that there were close to 1,000 people 
present. On one of the occasions that the 
Broadmead Baptists met in December of 
the following year, the church minutes 
note that when they met outside there was 
“a hard frost, and snow on the ground…
and though we stood in the snow the sun 
shone upon us, and we were in peace.” But 
let us look at the experience of two specific 
individuals.

Abraham Cheare
One of the first Baptist leaders arrested 
was Abraham Cheare (1626–1668), the 
pastor of the Baptist congregation in Ply-
mouth, who was jailed in Exeter for three 
months in 1661, probably as a consequence 
of the Venner uprising. The early years of 
Abraham Cheare are obscure. One recent 
writer names his father as a John Cheare, 
who leased a couple of fulling mills built by 
the Elizabethan naval captain Sir Francis 
Drake at Plymouth. Cheare himself de-
scribed his parents as “mean,” that is lowly 
in social standing, “yet honest.” Nathan 
Brookes, the publisher of one of his books, 
noted that his parents were also believers 
who took care to nurture their son in God’s 
ways. Apart from a journey to London in 
the 1650s, Cheare appears to have spent 
the entirety of his life in the vicinity of 
Plymouth where he was born and raised. 

During the tumult and turbulence of the 

civil wars in the British Isles during the 
1640s and 1650s, Cheare was able to avoid 
being involved in the fighting, though he 
did serve for a time in the local militia at 
Plymouth. This was possibly during the long 
siege of Plymouth by the Royalist armies in 
1643, a siege that failed to drive the Parlia-
mentary troops out of the town or bring 
about its fall. At one point he also served as 
an army chaplain, but he was able to obtain 
a discharge after a few weeks. 

Around 1648, Cheare says that he was 
convinced “of his Duty to the Lord, by evi-
dence of Scriptural Light” and he “joyned 
himself in an holy Covenant, to walk in all 

the Ordinances of the Lord blameless, to 
the best of his Light and Power, in fellow-
ship with a poor and despised People.” This 
“poor and despised People” were the Ply-
mouth Calvinistic Baptists. If this congre-
gation had a preacher before Cheare, his 
name has not come down to us. Cheare is 
the first known pastor of the congregation.

Cheare’s initial imprisonment early in 
1661 was in the Exeter county jail, which 
was once described by a contemporary as 
“a living tomb, a sink of filth, profaneness 
and profligacy.” Given the horror of his 
prison cell, he would have been thankful to 
be set at liberty during Easter a few weeks 
later. The following year, on August 24, 
1662, he was forced to leave his church by 
the Act of Uniformity and subsequently re-
arrested. He spent the next three years 
back in prison in Exeter. He was released 
from this second imprisonment in August 
1665, but re-arrested when he resumed 
preaching in Plymouth. This time he was 
incarcerated on Drake’s Island in Plymouth 
Sound where he died after some months of 
illness in 1668. 

Words in season
After his death some of Cheare’s letters 
were published in a volume entitled Words 
in Season (1668). These letters have two 
primary themes: a distinct theology of 
suffering under persecution and a concern 
for growth in holiness among his corres-
pondents. In one letter, written to a William 
Punchard on September 17, 1662, Cheare 
told Punchard that God’s grace was trans-
forming his prison, “these holes of the 
earth, where violence hath thrust us as in 
so many slaughter-houses of men” into 
“the presence chambers of the great King, 
where he brings and feasts his favourites 
with the best things.” 

And in August 1663, he wrote to a 
friend, recently released from prison, of 
how to prepare oneself for persecution: it 
is vital “to get the heart established in 
grace, drawn into a more substantial and 
experimental communion with Jesus 
Christ,” and asserted that those who would 
seek such a deeper experience “may have 
more advantage from the retirement of a 
nasty prison, than…from being left to 
walk in a large place.” In other words, 
imprisonment could actually further the 
work of God in the believer’s life. Thus, in 
July 1664, Cheare wrote to a friend who 
had recently been arrested at a meeting for 
worship telling him of his “real opportunity 

...to prepare oneself for persecution, it is vital  
"to get the heart established in grace, drawn 
into a more substantial and experimental 
communion with Jesus Christ."
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to exalt Jesus Christ in suffering for his 
name’s sake.”

In September 1662, Cheare received a 
question from a friend as to whether or not 
congregations should continue to meet 
during times of persecution. Cheare in-
sisted that the question was not whether 
there were grounds for continuing to meet 
but whether there could be any justifica-
tion, having taken reasonable care to avoid 
arrest, for not meeting. On the other hand, 
Cheare was sensitive to the fact that many 
people had been deeply disturbed by the 
onset of persecution and some had even 
abandoned their profession. In one letter 
he pictured the churches in England as a 
fleet of merchant ships, “who set out of 
their port beautifully equipped, [and] laden 
[with goods].” Soon, though, they meet a 
storm. Some hastened back to their home 
port determined “to adventure such storms 
no more.” Others were utterly wrecked and 
castaway, while some anchored where they 
were and wished for the storm to abate. 
Only a few pressed on to the port for which 
they had set out in obedience to their 
Owner’s desires. Their success in doing so 
was not due to their own strength, but the 
grace of God. 

Times of persecution were thus a re-
minder to Christians of the danger of self-
sufficiency. Yet, in the same letter Cheare, 
who was not a boastful man, could say of 
his own case, after more than five years of 
imprisonment: “I have never yet seen the 
least reason and (I praise Christ my Lord) 
never been under an hour’s temptation, to 
relinquish or repent of my testimony in 
word or deed to any one persecuted truth 
of Christ for which I suffer.” Cheare died 
on Drake’s Island in 1668 during his third 
imprisonment.

William Mitchel
One of the most important Baptist leaders 
in northern England during the worst years 
of persecution in the 1680s was William 
Mitchel (1662–1705), a tireless evangelist 
in the Pennines from the Rossendale Valley 
in Lancashire to Rawdon in neighbouring 
West Yorkshire. Mitchel was born in 1662 
at Heptonstall, not far from Hebden Bridge 
in Yorkshire. Nothing is really known about 
his upbringing. His conversion came at the 
age of nineteen after the death of a brother. 
Although he was genuinely converted, 
Mitchel played what he later regarded as 
the part of a Jonah, as he sought to go into 
business as a clothier and become wealthy. 

But God frustrated his worldly ambitions 
and drew him out as a preacher of the gos-
pel. Within four years of his conversion, he 
began to preach as an itinerant evangelist. 
His cousin, David Crosley (1669–1744), a 
stonemason turned preacher, tells us that 
Mitchel’s aim in his preaching was to 
“chiefly set forth the exceeding rich and 
free grace of the gospel, which toward him 
had been made so exceeding abundant.” At 
the same time, we are told that his Chris-

tian life was one of unwearied diligence in 
“reading, meditation, and prayer.”

Mitchel would travel with Crosley and 
others over the Pennines, often during the 
night so as to reach preaching venues in 
towns and villages by early morning. Cros-
ley remembered the toil it took to walk 
“many miles in dark nights and over dis-
mal mountains.” But he also never forgot 
Mitchel’s “savoury and edifying” preach-
ing that took place anywhere Mitchel 
could get an audience, “on mountains, and 
in fields and woods.” Though Mitchel was 
not a polished speaker, crowds would 
press to hear him. Many merely came out 
of curiosity, some came to scoff. But, later 
when their hearts and consciences had 
been impacted by Mitchel’s gospel preach-
ing, they confessed, “the Lord is with him 
of a truth.”

“The glorious presence 
of God”
According to the Second Conventicle Act 
(1670), part of the Clarendon Code de-
signed to break the spirit of the Noncon-
formists, what Mitchel was doing was il-
legal. As has been noted, this act forbade 
any one over the age of sixteen from taking 
part in a religious assembly of more than 
five people, apart from those sanctioned 
by the Church of England. The act gave 
wide powers to local magistrates and judg-
es to suppress such unlawful meetings and 
arrest whomsoever they saw fit to achieve 
this end. Mitchel was twice arrested under 
this law during the reign of James II, who 
succeeded Charles II in 1685. On the first 
occasion he was treated with deliberate 
roughness and spent three months in jail 

at Goodshaw. On the second occasion he 
was arrested near Bradford and impris-
oned for six months in York Castle.

The enemies of the gospel who impris-
oned Mitchel might have thought they 
were shutting him up in a dismal dungeon. 
To Mitchel, though, as he told his friends 
in a letter written from York in the spring 
of 1687, the dungeon was a veritable “para-
dise, because the glorious presence of God 
is with me, & the Spirit of glory & of God 

rests on me,” a reference to 1 Peter 4:14. He 
had been given such a “glorious sight of 
[God’s] countenance, [and] bright splen-
dour of his love,” that he was quite willing 
to “suffer afflictions with the people of God, 
& for his glorious Truth.” 

In another letter, written to a Daniel 
Moore during this same imprisonment, 
Mitchel told him he had heard that James II 
had issued a Declaration of Indulgence, 
which pardoned all who had been impris-
oned under the penal laws of the Clarendon 
Code. But he had yet to see it. Whatever the 
outcome, he told Moore, “the Lord’s will be 
done, let him order things as may stand with 
his glory.” This sentence speaks volumes 
about the frame of mind in which Mitchel 
had approached his time of imprisonment. 
He was God’s servant. God would do with 
him as he sovereignly thought best. And 
Mitchel was quite content with that, for, in 
his heart, he longed for his life to reflect, 
above all, God’s glory. 

CODA
These two windows into the suffering of 
the Baptists during this time of great perse-
cution bear out the truth of twentieth -
century historian Michael Watts’ statement 
that this time had “enabled the Dissenters 
to reveal their greatest qualities: their 
faith, their courage, their largely unwaver-
ing loyalty to God.” May we, their children, 
profit from their experience.

Michael A.G. Haykin is professor of church 
history and biblical spirituality and director 
of The Andrew Fuller Center for Baptist 
Studies at the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, KY.

Mitchel told his friends…the dungeon was a 
veritable “paradise, because the glorious 
presence of God is with me, & the Spirit of glory 
& of God rests on me.”
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 We should all be grateful for 
modern—nineteenth cen-
tury and onward—medical 
advancements that helped 

us flip the page on the “bacterial age” in 
human history. While many discoveries 
have served to alleviate suffering and treat 
many conditions, drugs have become a 
societal problem.

When I say “drugs,” I am referring to 
those substances people use for “recrea-
tional” purposes. In other words, people 
do not necessarily need them for health 
reasons. Instead, they are consumed pri-
marily for “fun”—which some see as the 
present remedy for millennial boredom. 
While many in our society think “neutral-
ly” about these recreational substances, 
we must admit there can be blind spots in 
our thinking. With the passing of Bill C-45 
legalizing marijuana in Canada, it is a 
good time to reflect on the current drug 

culture and consider how the Word of 
God can help guide our thoughts and lives 
around this issue.

WE ARE THE PROBLEM, 
NOT DRUGS
To be more precise, David Courtwright 
helpfully coined the term “psychoactive 
substances” (Forces of Habit, 2002), 
which include alcohol, tobacco, caffeine, 
opium, cannabis and coca—the six com-
monly consumed “drugs.” Interestingly, 
historical studies on the invention and 
spread of these substances suggest they 
were all introduced as exotic medicines. 
Opium, for instance, contrary to popular 
notion, was first introduced to Chinese 
elites by overseas Chinese merchants 
and fishermen.

At the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury, British merchants shamelessly smug-
gled the “illegal drug” to China. With the 

increasing supply, opium was no longer a 
luxurious symbol of social status (like 
many commercial products of our age). 
Meanwhile, the increasing popularity of 
opium among the common people became 
uncontrollable. Consequently, the Qing 
government banned opium trade. The rest 
of the story is well remembered—two 
Opium Wars were fought in the mid-nine-
teenth century between China and Britain 
in the name of a drug.

Chemically, we can say that all drugs—
both medical and recreational—are poi-
sonous, as they all produce certain degrees 
of intoxication—or broadly speaking, 
chemical reactions—in the consumer’s 
body. Thus, discussing recreational con-
sumption of certain drugs is like entering a 
labyrinth if we only focus on the particular 
substance itself. This is why some pro-can-
nabis activists often compare cannabis to 
tobacco or alcohol. 

Canada’s passing of Bill C-45 to legalize marijuana has Christian’s asking, What 
should our attitude be to “recreational” drugs? By Baiyu Andrew Song

DRUGS, SIN AND 
THE HEART OF  
THE MATTER
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What we really need to ask is why do 
people consume them? Or more specific-
ally, what are the desired outcomes of rec-
reational drug consumption? Courtwright 
points out,

…the desire to vacate ego-centered 
consciousness is deep-seated…. Drugs 
are powerful chemical shortcuts to 
altered states of mind. They do not 
alone determine the final state, which 
is a product of their interaction with 
the user’s expectations and physical 
and social environment…. Bored,  
miserable creatures are more likely  
to seek altered consciousness than  
engaged, contented ones. …[as] a 
coping tool, [drugs] fool the system, 
temporarily increasing the level of 
these pleasure-inducing neurotrans-
mitters… hijacking the body’s natural 
reinforcement mechanisms.

To translate it into everyday language: 
Drugs are not the problem—we are.

DEPRAVED, SELF-
CENTRIC, BUT HOPEFUL
In what way are we the problem? To under-
stand our desire for psychoactive substan-
ces, we need to take an MRI scan through 
the Scriptures. Like discovering cancer, we 
need see and understand sin properly; only 
then will the remedy for our problem be-
come obvious. Most Christians believe in 
sin. We encounter sin on a daily basis, both 
from within and without. However, people 
often have very different answers when 
asked, “What is sin?”

In certain aspects, our understanding of 
sin can be influenced by present-day cul-
ture. For instance, attending cinema and 
having tattoos were abominable for many 
Christians in North America a few decades 
ago, but these are no longer primary con-

cerns today. Or, how about eating food of-
fered to idols? It was a serious issue for 
early Christians who lived in the Greco-
Roman world, but not for the majority of 
Christians in the West today.

Nevertheless, this does not mean sin is 
merely culturally determined. It is not 
hard to observe that specific sins are being 
condemned by the Scriptures regardless of 
their cultural context. In other words, 
murder and adultery are morally (not ne-
cessarily in a political or legal sense) con-
demned throughout all ages by all human 
societies. Thus, it is not enough for us to 
ask “What is sin?” or “What is sin like?” 
Instead, we need to ask, “What is at the 
core of sin?” or “Why do people sin?”

In God’s own words, our world began 
with his perfect creation—God did not 
create sin (Genesis 1–2). Having created 
Adam and Eve in his own image and like-
ness, he placed the first humans in a garden. 
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The first dramatic change occurred when 
Adam and Eve were tempted (Genesis 3). 
They failed this test and “sin came into the 
world through one man, and death through 
sin” (Romans 5:12). The consequence is 
that, in Gregg R. Allison’s words, “every as-
pect—intellect, mind, reason; emotions, 
feelings, sentiments; will and volition; mo-
tivations and purposing; body—experien-
ces the devastating corruption of sin.” Like 
Adam and Eve, I become the centre of (at 
least) my world. 

Furthermore, I am the judge of good and 
evil. Selfism (or self-centredness) makes 
our relationship with God and fellow hu-
mans adversarial. Human history can easi-
ly be summarized as one’s (or a nation’s, a 
race’s, a family’s, a political party’s) pursuit 
of my will be done on earth and in heaven. 
For this reason, “God gave them up…” 
(Romans 1:24). It is important to remem-
ber that “them” refers to all humanity, as 
“all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23; cf. Isaiah 53:6). As 
redemptive history expanded, the eternal 
Son became a man, who died on the cursed 
cross for our sins, and was raised from 
death for God’s glory and our eternal hope. 
Therefore, Christ became the second 
Adam, by whom Christians are created 
anew in his very likeness (Romans 5:12; 
1 Corinthians 15:22).

CHRISTIANS ARE 
SINNERS TOO?
The question remains: Are Christians still 
sinners? Or, is there any difference be-
tween a Christian and a non-believer? 
Questions like these are complicated to an-
swer. Based on the premise that the chief 
motivation of sin is selfism, we observe 
that Christians and non-believers are both 
the same and different.

Ontologically (meaning, in the nature of 
their being), Christians are not super- or 
sub-human. That is, after conversion, we 
still eat, sleep, get ill and exhausted, etc. 
Christians, however, understand their 
daily life differently. For instance, Paul re-
minds us that “whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). For this rea-
son, Christians give thanks before meals to 
acknowledge God’s providence and grace. 
For non-Christians, such a ritual is illogical. 
That is why my six-year-old nephew asked 
me why I need to give thanks to God when 
it was my brother-in-law who prepared the 
dishes. Similarly, when Christians go to 
bed, we do not fear the danger of the night, 

or the attack of the devil, as we 
know Christ’s promise—“I am 
with you always” (Matthew 
28:20)—is true and faithful. We 
do not need to fear even death, as 
we are promised God’s presence 
and Christ’s intercession (Heb-
rews 2:14–17).

Nevertheless, though Chris-
tians have a renewed mind about 
themselves and life, they are still 
capable of sinning. On the one 
hand, we need to remember that 
Christ’s redemptive work is complete and 
once for all (Hebrews 10:10–14). For that 
reason, we can wholeheartedly praise God 
with John Wesley (1703–1791):

For all the sins of all mankind
He once a perfect offering made,
For all his precious life resign’d,
For all a bleeding ransom paid:
He bow’d his head upon the tree:
’Tis finish’d! He hath died for me!

This last, and every sin of mine,
Did he not in his body bear?
Was it not purg’d with blood divine?
Behold the bond hangs cancell’d there!
’Tis nail’d to the accursed wood,
’Tis blotted out with Jesu’s blood.

The sin on him which was not laid,
For which he hath not satisfied,
Punish it, Father, on my head,
Here let it with thy wrath abide:
But if he paid my utmost pain,
Thou canst not ask the debt again.

Lo! in the gap my surety stands,
To turn away thy vengeful ire!
Am I not written on his hands?
What can thy justice more require?
No other sacrifice I seek;
Thou hear’st the blood of sprinkling speak.

Christ’s atoning work brings alien right-
eousness to sinners (see Ephesians 2). For 
this reason, in Christ, “we have redemp-
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace that he lavished on us” (Ephesians 
1:7–8).

It is a fact, Christians are made righteous 
(or clean, or unsinful, or pleasant, or free 
of debts) in God’s presence, as we bear the 
mark of the eternal Son. However, this 
righteousness is not ours. It is like Jacob 
wearing his brother’s best garments and 
having goat skins on his hands and neck 

(Genesis 27:14–17). Jacob was 
still that cunning liar, but Isaac 
simply blessed him because of the 
smell of Esau’s garments (Genesis 
27:27).

Christians are still sinners and 
Christian living is a life of battles 
and struggles (see Romans 7). 
This is a sobering but grateful 
fact. It is sobering because all 
saints are human. Even “super-
apostles” like Paul and Peter 
wrestled with sin during their 

lifetime. We should also be grateful, as the 
very existence of sin in our lives reminds 
us of our total dependence on God’s amaz-
ing grace.

Again—this may sound illogical for 
many—how can Christians have assurance 
of salvation in Christ yet still sin? There 
can be an answer only if one has a high 
view of Christ, as his once-for-all work cov-
ers all of a believer’s sins—past, present 
and future. Within that framework, Chris-
tians are assured to be “more than con-
querors” in all things “through him who 
loved us” (Romans 8:37). For this reason, 
Christ’s call for a believer to “deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me” 
(Luke 9:23) is an easy yoke and a light burden 
(Matthew 11:30). Furthermore, we do not 
fight alone, as the Spirit of God dwells in 
us, produces spiritual fruit, prays for us 
and leads us in all circumstances. We need 
to be reminded again, the indwelling Holy 
Spirit is also a gift, sent by the Father and 
the Son. Christians are enabled by God to 
become holy in life and thought through 
spiritual disciplines.

Here, I would emphasize that too many 
Christians today take grace too lightly. 
Unless we take serious our miserable con-
dition, we will not fully appreciate God’s 
sufficient grace. As Carl R. Trueman sum-
marized in Luther on the Christian Life, 

To the one who has been told that he is 
under the damning wrath of God be-
cause of his failure to fulfil God’s law, 
grace comes as a serious thing, with 
serious consequences. He receives it 
with joy and gladness and revels in his 
subsequent freedom, a freedom 
shaped at a deep level by his under-
standing of God’s holiness. To the one 
who has not been told that he is first of 
all damned in God’s sight because God 
is holy and he is filthy, grace breeds 
presumption and a lack of concern for 
a truly Christian response.

Even 
“super-

apostles” 
like Paul 

and Peter 
wrestled 
with sin 
during  
their 

lifetime.
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Therefore, Christians can never boast of 
their salvation, as they are perishing and 
miserable ones who have surprisingly re-
ceived God’s redeeming grace. We are sin-
ner-saints.

“IN YOUR HEARTS 
HONOUR CHRIST THE 
LORD AS HOLY”
Some readers may be questioning, what 
does this have to do with drugs and me?

If Christians believe Jesus Christ is our 
King, and he is “the same yesterday and to-
day and forever” (Hebrews 13:8), we will 
not be disturbed by any political or cultural 
changes. But we need to constantly con-
sider our saltiness in this world. As the 
church of Christ, we need to continuously 
ask ourselves what we are trusting in and 
whether the surrounding culture has 
numbed us to God’s perspective. In par-
ticular, are we taking sin too lightly? As 
heirs of Adam and Eve, it is natural for us 
to mock others’ stupidity, laugh at others’ 
misery and discuss sin as if it has nothing 
to do with ourselves.

Christ did not call his church to be  
Inspector Javert in Victor Hugo’s Les Misér-
ables (1862). Instead, he called us to love 
another through his cross. What does this 
mean? We should not pray to thank God 

for his wrath, but to thank him for his 
grace made available at the cross of Jesus 
for miserable sinners like us! We should 
not sit on comfortable couches and enjoy 
tragic news, but mourn for the misery of all 
humanity! As sinners, we experience and 
depend on God’s grace—so should we wit-
ness this grace by loving our suffering 
neighbours.

In the introduction to his Critique of 
Hegel’s Philosophy of Right (1843), Karl 
Marx famously wrote, “Religious suffering 
is, at one and the same time, the expression 
of real suffering and a protest against real 
suffering. Religion is the sigh of the op-
pressed creature, the heart of a heartless 
world, and the soul of soulless conditions. 
It is the opium of the people.” Marx was 
right to point out the symptom of human-
ity’s misery. He was wrong, however, about 
the cause and remedy. The suffering is 
caused by willingly turning to oneself for 
help and refusing to realize one’s desperate 
need for Christ’s righteousness. Happiness 
cannot be achieved by selfism; the cross 
alone is the remedy.

Perhaps, it is time for Canadian Chris-
tians to reflect on our Christian witness 
and seek to answer the question, What does 
a witness of King Jesus look like today? 
How are we different from the culture 

around us? Have we been so assimilated 
that we are indistinguishable in public so-
ciety? As Joseph Kinghorn, the learned 
Norwich Baptist minister, wrote in his tract 
Public Worship Considered and Enforced 
(1800), “It is the glory of Christianity, that 
it has so much to offer to comfort those 
that mourn, to encourage the tempted and 
the feeble minded, and to sooth the Chris-
tian in his most complicated distress, by 
bidding him ‘casting all your anxieties on 
him,’ under the assurance that ‘he cares for 
you’ (1 Peter 5:7).”

THE CALL TO WAR
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend rightfully 
point out:

Our call to war, to love the captive soul,
But to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the 

wounded whole,
We will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on every side,
We know the outcome is secure.
And Christ will have the prize for 

which he died:
An inheritance of nations.

This is by no means a passive reaction. 
Preach sin and its remedy. Moreover, let 
Christians love each other as siblings re-
deemed by Christ, and extend this gospel 
love to all who suffer in this world.

On a personal level, we also need to re-
flect God’s calling in our own habits and 
ask if we are enslaved by certain substan-
ces. In 1825, John Wesley published a letter 
to his friend concerning tea (“A Letter to a 
Friend, Concerning Tea,” London, 1825). 
In it, the celebrated preacher suggested his 
friend abandon drinking tea after Wesley 
himself experienced certain degrees of 
addiction. Overall, prudence is the key, as 
Wesley points out, “By habituating yourself 
not to be ashamed of being singular in a 
good Thing: By taking up your Cross and 
denying yourself, even in so small an  
Instance, and by accustoming yourself, to 
act on rational Grounds, whether in a little 
matter or a Great.” This is what being war-
riors of Jesus means! 

Baiyu Andrew Song is a research assistant to 
the director of the Andrew Fuller Centre for 
Baptist Studies in Toronto, Ont. He is also a 
part-time lecturer at Redeemer University 
College, Ancaster, Ont., and CCIC School of 
Theology, Scarborough, Ont.  
Twitter @andrewbbsong.
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 T hough millions of precious saints have shed their 
blood for Christ, whose souls are now crying under 
the altar, “How long, Lord! how long!” yet there are 
many more coming on behind in the same path of 
persecution, and much Christian blood must yet be 
shed, before the mystery of God be finished; and 

notwithstanding this lucid interval, the clouds seem to be returning 
again after the rain. Thus, you see to what 
grievous sufferings the merciful God has 
sometimes called his dearest people.

And if the reasons be demanded why the 
Lord, who is inclined to mercy, does often 
hedge in his own people, by his providence, 
in a suffering path; let us know, that in so 
doing, he does both illustrate his own glory 
and promote his people’s happiness.

1. ILLUSTRATES HIS OWN GLORY
Hereby the wise God illustrates the glory of 
his own name, clearing up the righteousness 
of his ways by the sufferings of his people: By 
this the world shall see, that however well he 
loves them, he will not indulge or patronize their sins. If they be so 
disingenuous to abuse his favours, he will be so just to make them 
suffer for their sins, and by those very sufferings will provide for 
his own glory, which was by them clouded in the eyes of the world. 
He hates not sin a jot the less because it is found in his own people 
(Amos 3:2). And though, for the magnifying of his mercy, he will 
pardon their sins, yet for the clearing of his righteousness, he will 
take vengeance upon their inventions (Psalm 99:8).

Moreover, by exposing his people to such grievous sufferings, he 
gives a fit opportunity to manifest the glory of his power in their 
support, and in his wisdom, in the marvellous ways of their escape 
and deliverance. It is one of the greatest wonders of the world, 
how the church subsists under such fierce and frequent assaults as 
are made upon it by enemies. No people are so privileged, so pro-
tected, so delivered as the people of God. Much less opposition 
than has been made against the church, has overturned, and utter-
ly destroyed, the mighty monarchies of the world.

And no less admirable is the wisdom of God in frustrating and 
defeating the most deep and desperate designs of hell against his 
poor people. Now, you may see the most wise God going beyond a 
malicious and subtle devil, overturning in a moment the deep laid 
designs and contrivances of many years, and that at the very birth 
and point of execution (Esther 6:1) snaring the wicked in the 
works of their own hands; making their own tongues to fall upon 
them; working out such marvellous salvations with his own hand, 
as fills them with astonishment and wonder (Psalm 126).

2. PROMOTES HIS PEOPLE’S HAPPINESS
As God provides for his own glory, by the sufferings and troubles of 
his people, so he advances their happiness, and greatly promotes 
their interest through them.

(i) These troubles are ordered as so many occasions and means to 
mortify the corruptions that are in their hearts; there are rank weeds 
spring up in the best soil, which need such winter weather to rot 

them; And, certainly, if we reckon humility, heavenly mindedness, 
contempt of the world, and longing desires after heaven, to be the 
real interest and advantage of the church; then it is evident, nothing 
so much promotes their interest, as a suffering condition does: Ad-
versity kills those corruptions which prosperity bred.

(ii) By these trials their sincerity is cleared, to the joy and satis-
faction of their own hearts. Many a doubt and fear, which had long 

entangled and perplexed them, is removed 
and answered. When adversity has given 
them proof and trial of their own hearts, one 
sharp trial wherein God helps us to be faith-
ful will do more to satisfy our fears and re-
solve our doubts than all the sermons we 
could ever hear in our lives.

(iii) These sufferings and trials of the 
church are ordained to free it of abundance 
of hypocrites, which are its reproach and bu-
rden. Affliction is a furnace to separate the 
dross from the more pure and noble gold. 
Multitudes of hypocrites, like flies in a hot 
summer, are generated by the church’s pros-
perity, but this winter weather kills them. 

Many gaudy professors grow within the enclosure of the church, 
like beautiful flowers in a field, where they stand during its peace 
and prosperity in the pride and bravery of their gifts and profes-
sions. But the wind passes over them and they are gone, and their 
places will know them no more (Psalm 103:16). Thunder and light-
ning is very terrible weather, but exceeding useful to purify and 
cleanse the air.

(iv) The church’s sufferings are ordered and sanctified to endear 
them to each other. Times of common suffering are times of recon-
ciliation and greater endearments among the people of God. Never 
more endeared than when most persecuted; never more united 
than when most scattered. “Then they that feared the Lord, spake 
often one to another” (Malachi 3:16). Certainly, there is some-
thing in our fellowship in the same sufferings that is endearing 
and engaging; but there is much more in the discoveries that per-
secution makes of the sincerity of our hearts, which, it may be, 
was before entertained with jealousy. And there is yet more than 
all this is the reproofs of the rod whereby they are humbled for 
their pride, wantonness and bitterness of their spirits to each 
other and made to cry, in the sense of these transgressions, “O re-
member not against us former iniquities” (Psalm 79:8).

(v) By these troubles and distresses they are spiritually awak-
ened to their duties and taught to pray more frequently, spiritually 
and fervently. Ah! What drowsiness and formality is apt to creep in 
upon the best hearts in the time of prosperity! But when the storm 
rises, and the sea grows turbulent and raging, now they cry as the 
disciples to Christ, “Lord, save us, we perish.” They say music is 
sweetest upon the deep waters of affliction. 

For these, among many other righteous, wise and holy ends, the 
Lord permits and orders the persecutions and distresses of his 
people. 

Excerpt from Chapter 2 in Preparations for Sufferings: The Best 
Work in the Worst Times by John Flavel (c. 1628–1691). Edited by JPV.

VOICES FROM THE PAST

Some of God’s purposes in his people’s suffering. BY JOHN FLAVEL

THE BEST WORK IN THE WORST TIMES
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

SAVING THE REFORMATION
The pastoral theology of the  
Canons of Dort
BY W. ROBERT GODFREY
Reformation Trust (2019), 265 pgs
ISBN 978-1642890303

This year marks the 400th an-
niversary of the Synod of Dort 
which convened in Holland 
from December 1618 to April 
1619. The Canons of Dort along 
with the Belgic Confession (1561) 
and the Heidelberg Catechism 
(1563) became the orthodox 
standards of Calvinistic theology 
for Dutch Reformed churches.

Dr. Robert Godfrey is pres-
ently the chairman and teaching 
fellow of Ligonier Ministries. 
He has written a well-researched, 
informative, instructive and 
edifying book on the events 
surrounding the Synod of Dort. 
The author has made a new 
English translation of the 
Remonstrance of 1610 (the five 
Arminian articles in oppos-
ition to the Calvinist position) 
and a pastoral translation of 
Synod’s response to those arti-
cles. The largest section of the 
book is Godfrey’s very helpful 
and insightful exposition of 
the Canons of Dort. The book 
concludes with five Appendi-
ces—including a fascinating 
biography of Jacob Arminius.

Saving the Reformation is 
highly recommended. While a 
Baptist will not agree with 
everything, a believer can only 
be helped spiritually by read-
ing this excellent book, in 
terms of both church history 
and theology.—DON THEOBALD

OUTRUN THE BEAR 
Reflections on the intersection of 
sports and God
BY BENNO KURVITS
Word Alive (2018), 178 pgs
ISBN 978-1486617586

Learn about the challenges of 
being a godly athlete with this 
modern “book of proverbs.” 
Author Benno Kurvits master-
fully draws you in and diligently 
coaches the reader. Kurvits dons 
the various hats of his life as 
Christian, athlete, coach, teach-
er, pastor, father and career man. 

Each chapter faithfully ties 
the sporting world in with the 
Word of God, and gives relevant 
examples of key character 
traits that the athlete must de-
velop and model in order to be 
truly successful. Most endear-
ing of all, the author transpar-
ently weaves his own personal 
athletic journey throughout and 
the times he has personally 

“outrun the bear.” This book is a 
joy to read and is relevant to all 
Christians, athletic or not!

—LAURIE JOHNSTON

BENAIAH 
Mighty man of God
BY P.H. THOMPSON
Word Alive (2019), 298 pgs
ISBN 978-1486618071

Benaiah, by first-time author, 
P.H. Thompson, is a work of 
historical fiction that takes the 
reader behind the scenes in 
the time of David from while 
he is on the run from Saul up 
until Solomon is made king of 
Israel. Thompson’s writing is 
compelling, and aside from a 

few phrases that seem out of 
step with the times, the story is 
well-researched and follows the 
flow of Old Testament history 
well—making both the history 
of Israel, its people and their 
God come alive!

Thompson is particularly 
adept at making the characters 
realistic and her dialogue is in-
sightful and perceptive. Choos-
ing to tell the story from the 
point of view of Benaiah, one 
of David’s “mighty men,” was 
key to being able to get upfront 
on the action throughout the 
reign of David. The narrative 
explores themes from sover-
eignty and justice, to marriage, 
betrayal and forgiveness, to 
obedience and grace. Which all 
make for a great read—highly 
recommended!—JANICE VAN ECK

ONE FAITHFUL LIFE
A harmony of the life and writings of 
the apostle Paul
BY JOHN MACARTHUR
Thomas Nelson (2019), 528 pgs
ISBN 978-0785229261

One Faithful Life, on the apostle 
Paul, is a companion volume to 
MacArthur’s previous volume, 
One Perfect Life (2012), on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

One Faithful Life contains, in 
full, every Biblical passage 
written in the New Testament 
about the apostle Paul and by 
the apostle Paul. All these 
Scriptures are accompanied by 
excellent footnotes and help 
readers to understand the Word 
better. Paul’s life is laid out in 
chronological order—tracing 

his life from Pharisee to pastor/
missionary to Christian martyr. 
Before each Pauline epistle is a 
brief but informative introduc-
tion. The book concludes with 
a one-year reading plan and a 
helpful timeline of Paul’s early 
life to his martyrdom in a.d. 66.

One Faithful Life is an excel-
lent addition to the superb 
biographies of the apostle Paul 
written by F.F. Bruce and Thomas 
Schreiner.—DT

7 MYTHS ABOUT 
SINGLENESS
BY SAM ALBERRY
Crossway (2019), 176 pgs
ISBN 978-1433561528

This book is helpful for both 
those who are single and those 
who are married. With frank-
ness, humour and openness, 
Alberry looks at singleness from 
many perspectives as he con-
siders whether singleness: is too 
hard, requires a special calling, 
means no intimacy, means no 
family, hinders ministry, wastes 
your sexuality or is easy. 

Refreshing in his honesty, 
Alberry unveils the sufficiency 
and richness of the gospel to 
ensure that singles are not 
lacking something intrinsic to 
their humanity but rather are 
essential in the rich tapestry 
that is the Christian church. 
Indeed, they enjoy a foretaste 
of the heavenly calling where 
marriage is no longer and in 
whose footsteps Jesus, Paul 
and many others walked. This 
book is a call to live like the 
family of God we are!—JPV
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conserve these places as we enjoy them. All that we do, in any set-
ting, ought to bring glory to God. We are to love him and our neigh-
bour no matter where we are. How does this apply in the context of 
camping, away from the comforts, conveniences and amenities of 
urban life? What mindset do we need to have and what practices 
should we adopt? How do we move from urban settings to rural or 
natural ones without ruining them? If we instil in ourselves an 
ethic of care for creation, our practices will thoughtfully flow out of 
that as we consider carefully the impact of our actions.

Above all, we must be observant. Try to understand your sur-
roundings and respect what is there already; don’t force yourself 
upon them. Rather, let the environment inform you. Before doing 
anything to modify nature, think about the complex interrelation-
ships of the various elements and how your action might affect 
them. For example, if available, it is a far better practice to collect 
dead wood for making fires than to cut down live trees. Trees serve 
many functions in a forest ecosystem: they stabilize the soil, provide 
habitats for numerous animals and birds, produce oxygen, and 
their fallen leaves and needles provide mulch to keep the soil moist, 
etc. The cumulative effect of each set of campers that stay at a site 
cutting down trees or branches can destroy a forest relatively 
quickly, impacting not only the trees but the other organisms that 
rely on them. Of course, live trees just won’t burn as well as dried 
wood, so it’s not a very effective fuel source anyhow. Collecting 

| culture COMMENT 

BY DANIELLE GIGNAC AND 
STEVEN WEST ›› Summer: The 
two months of the year that 
Canadians can complain about 
the heat instead of the cold. How-
ever, it really is a great blessing 

from God to have distinct seasons in which to enjoy the beauty 
of creation. For those who relish the opportunity to spend days on 
end without air conditioning or electronics while camping, sum-
mer is a joyous time of freedom and carefree relaxation. The great 
weekend exodus to cottage country in July and August reveals the 
significance we place on getting out of our towns and cities to 
experience nature. There are many benefits physically, spiritually, 
emotionally and intellectually in spending time in unmediated 
nature. More and more people are coming to recognize the impacts 
of nature-deprivation in their lives, and camping can be an excel-
lent way to slow down, disconnect and be rejuvenated. Many 
people find it easier to spend time in solitude with God in nature 
than with the busyness and distractions of urban life. It’s worth 
noting that Jesus himself would sometimes retreat to areas of 
wilderness to spend time in prayer. 

With an increasing number of people interested in spending 
time in wilderness areas, whether it’s in organized campgrounds 
or the backcountry, it is incumbent upon us to ensure that we 

CAMPING AND CREATION 
STEWARDSHIP
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New worship tracks

| mixed MEDIA

VICTORY (LIVE)
BETHEL MUSIC
BETHEL MUSIC (2019)

Another instalment of praise and 
worship songs that encourage thank-
fulness and joy. This album has a more 
country music sound with collabor-
ator Molly Skaggs singing “Ain’t no 

Grave” and my personal favourite “Goodness of God.” Popular lyrics 
like “Living Hope” are supported with rich songs like “Victory is 
Yours” and “Christ is Risen.” Inspired by “the story of King Jehosha-
phat, and the unlikely victory won by sending worshippers to the 
front lines of battle in 2 Chronicles 20:21–22, ‘As they began to 
sing and praise, the Lord set an ambush against the men who were 
invading Judah, and they were defeated.’” This album has all the 
Easter joy echoing the victory of this Old Testament battle. Have a 
listen to rejoice in God’s incredible goodness!—Sarah Vlietstra 

I KNOW A GHOST
CROWDER
 Universal Music (2018)

This album offers an eclectic mix of 16 
Southern stompin’ tunes blended with 
Crowder’s signature electronica roots. 
“Red Letters” may be familiar with 
radio traction, but there are many 

more tracts to discover. From the powerful anthem “Crushing 
Snakes” to the meditative “Sinner’s Cure” to the psalmic “Hundred 
Miles,” this album packs a serious punch. The poetic lyrics provide 
solid theology to praise to the One who who gives us a purpose to 
sing. It’s fist-pumping inspirational!—SV

Do you have a suggestion for a great new album we should review? 
Send a note to the editor: janicevaneck@rogers.com 

dead wood and twigs can also be an enjoyable way to spend the 
time. You might discover many interesting things, from unique 
mushrooms to salamanders hiding under rotten logs. Keep your 
eyes open and really see what’s around you. 

Without the infrastructure that we are used to (from garbage 
disposal to electricity to running water to toilets), it is crucial to 
know how to properly deal with the by-products of our existence 
in the wilderness. Leaving food waste can attract wild animals. 
This has proven particularly devastating for bears that become 
habituated to human food. In many cases, if they can’t be kept out 
of areas occupied by humans because they’ve gotten used to people 
leaving food or garbage, they will have to be killed to prevent any 
potential encounters with humans—no matter how used to humans 
they become, they are still dangerous and may attack under certain 
circumstances. Human negligence can have serious impacts on 
the wild animals, and this does not demonstrate care for creation. 
We have the ability to consider the implications of our actions, and 
we must do so with care for the wildlife we impact. If you don’t 
bring waste with you, you won’t have to bring it back, and you 
won’t be tempted to leave it behind at the campsite. Package foods 
in reusable containers. Many parks won’t permit either cans or 
glass containers in the backcountry. Don’t bring more food than 
you will consume on the trip. If you’re burning any food waste, 
make sure it’s in a very hot fire so it burns all scents and residues.

How we manage human waste is also important for maintaining 
balance in the ecosystems we camp in. Many backcountry sites 
have designated toileting areas that get maintained. This avoids 
improperly buried waste which might attract animals, as well as 
saves people from coming upon someone else’s waste unexpect-
edly. Keeping a campsite clean and tidy is crucial to the health of 
the environment as well as the various people that will use it over 
the years. 

There is something about the nature of camping that can be very 
humbling, as well. When we’re confronted with weather and all 
we have is a tent or tarp to stay dry under, we see both how simul-
taneously fragile and resilient we can be. We’re fragile because 

we’re not in control of the environ-
ment around us, but resilient be-
cause we can survive significant 
amounts of discomfort when we 
have to. Out of necessity and with 
some knowledge and ingenuity, we 
can construct shelters, keep our-
selves warm, and find food. We are 
drawn closer to the raw elements of 
life. We see death, decay and frailty, 
but we’re also able to experience 
life, growth and beauty. This helps 
us to have perspective on life be-
yond our sanitized daily experien-

ces. When we take stock of our surroundings and really observe, 
as Stephen Herrero writes, “suddenly the wilderness comes alive, 
and you may discover that the essence of wilderness is the chal-
lenge it gives us to use our common sense to look after ourselves 
and our friends in an environment where the supports of civiliza-
tion are few.”

Each camper needs to consider not just their own experience, 
but that of others who will come after them. This is one way to 
love our neighbours. Let them experience and enjoy the same 
beauty that you have, as you leave no trace of your presence. If 
someone before you has been careless, do what you can to restore 
the setting to a better state. We love and honour God by being 
good stewards of the resources he has given us. It is important to 
modify our actions to suit the context we are in. If we want to 
continue to have authentic experiences in the wilderness, we must 
do our best to care for it as God’s good creation. Perhaps it would 
be beneficial to take some of the ethics we practice while camping 
back to our urban settings, as well. 

Danielle Gignac is an architect whose areas of personal research include 
environmental ethics, agrarianism and community-building. Steve West 
is senior pastor of Crestwicke Baptist Church, Guelph, ON. 

We see 
death, decay 
and frailty, 
but we’re 
also able to 
experience 
life, growth 
and beauty.
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“The devil does not stay where the music is.”
—Martin Luther

BY RACHEL THIBAULT ›› It seems these days 
that every set of hands in our house needs to 
use the music room NOW. It is exam time and 
the music room in our house is grand central 
station, with scales and arpeggios, songs and 
studies being rehearsed. The ultimate goal in 

all we do is for the worship of God, and we pray that we use 
these abilities for his glory.

Though many religions around the world use chant and 
recitations as a form of worship, Christian singing in worship 
is unique among all other religions. Worship in music is a 
central part of the Christian worship service. We love to 
sing! We love to make music to the Lord with instruments 
and with our voices. We love to sing with other believers, 
and we love to sing before the Lord, even in our solitude. 

When Moses safely led the people of Israel across the Red 
Sea, they joined together in worship. “I will sing to the Lord, 
for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has 
thrown into the sea.” (Read Exodus 15:1–18 in entirety for the 
full song). Moses wrote other songs that were intended to be 
a witness to the people of Israel. At the end of his life, he 
penned another song, “Ascribe greatness to our God! The 

Rock, his work is perfect, for all his 
ways are justice. A God of faithfulness 
and without iniquity, just and upright is 
he” (Deuteronomy 32:3–4).

David is the most recognizable 
musician in the Bible, penning half the 
book of Psalms. In his last words, he is 
described as “the hero of Israel’s 
songs” (2 Samuel 23:1). He chose the 
sons of Kohath, the son of Levi, to be 
in charge of the service of song 

(1  Chronicles 6:22–31). When King Jehoshaphat of Judah 
heads into battle against the Moabites and the Ammonites, 
King Jehoshaphat places the choir in the front lines, and they 
went before the army. “Give thanks to the Lord, for his stead-
fast love endures forever” are the words they sang as they 
went to meet the enemy (2 Chronicles 20:21).

We are fighting, not with swords. Our enemy is not seen. 
We, too, are given the tool of fighting the enemy with worship. 
“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil…. 
Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with all your heart” (Ephesians 5:15,18–19). 

A recommended sermon on music by John Piper: 
www.desiringgod.org/messages/ambushing-satan-with-song

THE CHALLENGE

Test your musical 
knowledge
1. If a musical tone is lowered by using a “flat,” what is used 

to raise a note?
2. From which hymn does this line come: “I once was lost, but 

now am found”?
3. How long did the clock sit on the floor in “Grandfather’s 

Clock”?
4. Which percussion instrument is named for its shape?
5. Who wrote the opera “Magic Flute”? 
6. Which section of instruments sit in the front row of the 

orchestra?
7. Who was the first musician mentioned in the Bible?
8. What is the order of sharps in the musical staff?
9. What does Puff live by?
10. “Rise and shine, and give - - -.”
11. Which of these string instruments is the largest in size: the 

violin, the viola, the guitar or the cello?
12. Johann loved copying music at night, so when he grew old 

he almost went blind. Name this composer.
13. “Row, row, row your boat, _______ down the stream.” How 

is the boat to be rowed?
14. This famous composer set the poem “Ode to Joy” to 

music.
15. What do the people do whenever they see John Jacob 

Jingleheimer Schmidt?
16. “This land is your land; this land is my land, from ______ to 

the New York Island.”
17. Which of the following tempos is the fastest: Andante, 

Allegro, Largo, Vivace?
18. “__________________! Even though the sound of it is 

something quite atrocious. If you say it loud enough, you’ll 
always sound precocious.”

19. Which woodwind instrument has two reeds?
20. Which Italian composer wrote “The Four Seasons”?

MUSIC AND 
THE BIBLE

| the kids PAGE 
1. Sharp; 2. Amazing Grace; 3. 90 years; 4. Triangle; 5. Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart; 6. Strings; 7. Jubal, descendant of Cain. He 
was the father of all those who play stringed instruments and 
pipes (Genesis 4:21); 8. F C G D A E B; 9. The sea; 10. God the 
Glory; 11. Cello; 12. J.S. Bach; 13. Gently; 14. Ludwig van Beethoven; 
15. Shout; 16. California; 17. Vivace; 18. Supercalifragilisticexpiali-
docious; 19. Oboe; 20. Antonio Vivaldi

ANSWER KEY

David is 
described 
as “the 
hero of 
Israel’s 
songs” 
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Braeside Camp & Conference Centre, 110 East River Road, Paris, ON N3L 3E1

WWW.CAREYCONFERENCE.NETONLINE REGISTRATION & PAYMENT

AUGUST 17–23, 2019

EVENING THEME

BODY BUILDING
Christ’s gifts in Christ’s church

Evening preacher

JEREMY WALKER

REGISTER 
TODAY!

CAREY  
CONFERENCE

For registration, online payment and more information

WWW.CAREYCONFERENCE.NET

CONFERENCE LOCATION
Braeside Camp & Conference Centre, 110 East River Road, Paris, ON N3L 3E1

MORNING THEME 
Various speakers

The Glory of the Cross

EVENING 
VISITORS 
WELCOME

2019_CAREY_SUMMERAD.indd   1 2019-06-18   2:37 PM


