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| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES
+ Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, New Brunswick

Sovereign Grace Baptist 
Church has issued a call to 
Major Neal Whitman to come 
on as a co-pastor, serving 
alongside Pastor Edwards in 
the work of the gospel. Neal is 
retiring from the military in 
June of this year after twenty 
years of faithful service. Neal is 
thirty-seven years old, is 
married and has six children 
aged 7 to 15. He has studied 

theology through the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, 
England, and was ordained by the Fellowship of Evangel-
ical Baptist Churches in October 2018. Please pray for Neal 
and the Church as we seek to extend the kingdom of God 
in this region.—Perry Edwards

+ Sovereign Grace Community Church, Sarnia, ON
Sovereign Grace Community Church would like you to 
share with us in praising God for answering our prayer for 
more children at SGCC. Our nursery has been filling with 
little ones each Sunday. There have been a few new 
babies born in the last year as well as some new atten-
dees to our church. We are even able to have consistent 
children’s Sunday school classes. In addition to the young 
children, we have also seen our youth group grow and 
even wanting to meet more. Thanks to the willingness of 
our leaders, they are now meeting three Fridays a month. 
With all this growth, we felt it necessary to update our 
abuse prevention policies. We have been working with 
Plan to Protect to train and equip us to provide a safe 
environment where parents can feel confident that the 
care of the children is of utmost importance to us. 

We thank God for all the kids at our church. We pray 
that God would bring still more children and that he would 
equip us to train them in the Lord. Thank you for praying 
with us for children over the years. May we all grow in 
grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. 
—Brittany Vanderelst

+ Redeemer Bible Church, Cambridge, ON
Redeemer Bible Church is now meeting at Grace Bible 
Church’s old building on 334 Preston Parkway in  
Cambridge. Pastor Charlie Ducharme continues to pastor 
this work, and the church looks forward to opportunities 
to minister and serve in this community. To find out more, 
visit www.redeemercambridge.ca.

+ Carey Outreach Ministries
Carey Outreach Ministries has a new website. Check it out 
at www.careyoutreach.org. They continue to send men out 

to train pastors and leaders to such places as Cuba, 
Philippines, the Far East and Myanmar.

They are also hosting a free breakfast on April 13 for SGF 
pastors and church leaders to meet Dr. Tim Beavis, their 
new international director (see details at right).

+ Ligonier Ministries
Ligonier Ministries is hosting a conference in Ontario this 
fall, November 8–9, at Redeemer University in Ancaster, 
Full details can be found at ligonier.org/southernontario.

+ Mwani update, Wycliffe Bible Translators
God is using radio programs to reach the Mwani with the 
gospel. Despite more attacks and killings in northern 
Mozambique, people are able to tune in to radio broad-
casts and hear the Word of God in their own language. 
Some are calling in with questions and seeking to know 
more about the gospel. For the first time since mission 
work began in the region, their hearts are being softened 
by the Holy Spirit. Believers are often spread throughout 
remote areas, but in December they met at a conference 
and were able to worship together, rejoicing in their 
transformed lives through the power of Christ. 

Pray for a great harvest as the Galcom Impax players go 
out to Mozambique and the Word of God is made avail-
able to them to hear it over and over again. May the seeds 
of God’s Word find fertile soil and grow deep to transform 
their lives. 

Praise God for the money raised to send out 100 
Galcom Impax players to the Mwani, 100 to Makonde and 
another 100 to the Makuwa speakers of Mozambique. May 
they be used to bear much fruit.—Susan Seiler

+ Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, London, ON
Sunday morning services are now at 11 a.m. at the London 
Christian Academy, 85 Charles Street. For more details, see 
www.church4london.org.

+ Upcoming 2019 SGF Ladies Retreat
Make sure you mark your calenders for the upcoming SGF 
Ladies Retreat on May 10–11, 2019, held at Redeemer 
University in Ancaster, ON. Leah Zeidler will be speaking 
on the theme “Bearing the image of God in an image 
conscious world.” Registration is open March 1 to 31 at 
www.sgfcanada.com/sgfladies/ on a first-come, first-
served basis.

+ Upcoming 2019 SGF Youth Retreat
Be sure to join other SGF youth at Braeside Camp in Paris 
on Saturday, May 25, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The speaker is 
Jeremy Johnston (Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship), and there will 
be teaching sessions, team games and lunch and supper. 

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”) of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com so we can pray for, praise God with 
you and encourage others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.
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GRACE BIBLE CHURCH 
MOVES TO GALT
It would be an understatement to say that the last few 
months at Grace Bible Church (Cambridge, ON) have been 
about change. About thirteen years ago, GBC built a 
building in the Preston area of Cambridge, with about 50–60 
people in attendance. The Lord, in his grace, grew the 
church so that we had to go to two morning services a few 
years ago. Recently, the second service, in particular, was full 
with overflow seating in the hallway. It was time for a change.

Through a series of events, the Lord opened the door for 
us to enter into a rental agreement with Knox’s Galt Presby-
terian Church, commencing January 1, 2019. They have their 
service at 9 a.m. on Sundays, and GBC’s service starts at 
10:45 a.m. We are two churches sharing the same building.

It was an exciting time of change, but how many would be 
able to make the move to the “new” facility? We were 
concerned about the people. For some, we were a small 
church in the neighbourhood where people could walk to 
church. For others, they travelled quite a distance. Our old 
building and the Knox building are a ten-minute drive apart.

GBC was conscious that they had put much effort into 
reaching out to the Preston neighbourhood. The solution we 
arrived at was for our church plant—Redeemer Bible Church 
(RBC)—to move into our old building. That way, those who 
wished to stay could stay. Those from the neighbourhood 
could continue to come. Outreach events like the monthly 
community meal would continue as a joint effort between 
RBC and GBC.

We look forward to how the Lord will work in our new 
location. The sanctuary was built in 1869 and the Christian 
education wing in the early 1900s. There was a fire in the 
office area in the 1980s, and the classrooms and offices were 
rebuilt at that time.

We rejoice that the majority of the congregation were able 
to make the transition to the downtown building. It is the 
Lord’s church—it is his people—for his glory. We are also 
thankful for a number of new visitors coming to our services.

We have much to learn, being in the downtown core of 
Galt (Cambridge). We pray the Lord will direct us to how to 
best minister to the local area, and may the Lord continue to 
build up Redeemer Bible Church as they minister at our 
former location.—David Merrick

As of January 1, 2019, Grace Bible Church’s new location is in 
downtown Galt (Cambridge) at Knox’s Presbyterian Church.

APRIL 1, 2019
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Mark Hudson
Theme: Women in Missions
Time: 10 a.m.
Wives are invited—lunch at 
a local restaurant following 
the meeting.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Etobicoke, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

APRIL 13, 2019
CAREY OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES BREAKFAST
Speaker: Dr. Tim Beavis
Time: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Free breakfast for all SGF 
pastors and church 
leaders. Come meet our 
new international director.
Held at Crestwicke Baptist 
Church, Guelph, ON.  
RSVP to Christina at
communications@ 
careyoutreach.org

MAY 10–11, 2019
SGF LADIES RETREAT
Speaker: Leah Zeidler
Theme: Bearing the Image 
of God in an Image 
Conscious World
Don’t miss this great 
opportunity for fellowship, 
worship and study as 
ladies from around Ontario 
join for this annual retreat.
Held at Redeemer Univer-
sity, Ancaster, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

MAY 25, 2019
SGF YOUTH RETREAT
Speaker: Jeremy Johnston
Come enjoy teaching 
sessions, team games, 
lunch and supper.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON. Additional 
information at
www.sgfcanada.com 

JUNE 3–5, 2019
SGF PASTORS RETREAT
Speaker: Tony Costa
An opportunity for 
fellowship with other 
pastors, refreshment and 
time in the Word.
Held at Countryside Camp 
and Conference Centre, 
south of Cambridge
www.sgfcanada.com
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

AUGUST 17–23, 2019
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Jeremy Walker
Evening theme: TBD
Be sure to make “The 
Carey” part of your 
summer plans for 2019.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.net

NOVEMBER 8–9, 2019
LIGONIER SOUTHERN 
ONTARIO CONFERENCE
Theme: Truth in a 
Truthless Age
Speakers: Tim Challies,  
W. Robert Godfrey, Steven 
Lawson, Albert Mohler and 
Stephen Nichols
Register before August 19 
and save $20.
Location: Redeemer 
University, Ancaster
ligonier.org/ 
southernontario

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM
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COVER STORY

Welcome to the age  
of autonomy

The church in every genera-
tion needs to understand 
the time and place in 
which God has established 
her, not only to engage the 
culture with the great and 

glorious gospel, but also to resist the en-
croachment of the prevailing ideas of the cul-
ture on the church itself. So what is our 
culture like, and how is it affecting Chris-
tians in the church today? We live in the 
“age of the selfie”—the age of autonomy. 
Our present culture—unlike any other 
time in history—is obsessively self-centred 
and narcissistic, and the “selfie” phenom-
enon—taking self-portraits and posting 
them on social media—is a powerful sym-
bol of our societal focus on our individual 
selves. Instagram, Facebook and Twitter 
are rife with meticulously staged and care-

fully curated photos, posts and tweets of 
what someone ate, did, saw or thought. The 
emphasis is on how I feel, what I want, how 
I look, how I’m treated and if I’m offended.  

On a deeper and more disturbing level, 
our culture idolizes moral autonomy as 
well: I can decide what is good for me. I 
can also decide what to do with my  
body: how I look—cosmetic surgery, my 
gender—sexual reassignment surgery, what 
happens to my pregnancy—abortion, and 
I can even decide my death—medically-
assisted suicide. 

The Bible shows us that autonomy and 
self-determination are nothing new. The 
desire for autonomy is deeply ingrained in 
our fallen human psyche and ubiquitous in 
the human experience. In fact, human be-
ings have sought autonomy since the very 
beginning. In the Garden of Eden, the 
tempting serpent says to Eve that if she 
eats the forbidden fruit, her “eyes will be 

opened” and she “will be like God, know-
ing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). Desiring 
to be like God—autonomous and all-suffi-
cient—is the great temptation here. Nei-
ther Adam nor Eve wanted to be depend-
ent on each other or on God. They wanted 
to be like God. 

So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a de-
light to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also 
gave some to her husband who was 
with her, and he ate (Genesis 3:6, ital-
ics mine).  

Eve saw that the fruit was good and so she 
decided for herself what was best for her. By 
her actions she is saying, “I will not let God 
decide. I will decide for myself what is good 
or not good for me.” This desire for autonomy 

WHY YOUR CHURCH MATTERS 
IN THE AGE OF THE SELFIE
In a self-centred culture where self-reliance is 
prized, Jesus calls us to be part of a body
BY JEREMY JOHNSTON
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—a fool’s errand—fractured their relation-
ship with God and with each other.

Christians know that self-centred auton-
omy is incompatible with Christ’s lordship 
over our lives and it goes against God’s es-
tablished plan for humanity. Too often, 
however, we only pay lip service to de-
pendency on God or on others. Because 
autonomy is a cultural norm, it can be dif-
ficult for Christians to recognize how 
much this attitude of self-sufficiency has 
crept into our lives and into the church. 
Theologically we might acknowledge the 
lordship of Christ over our lives, but in 
practice, it can be a different story. 

Antidote to autonomy:  
the local church
Life is full of decisions, both big and small. 
Maybe you have changed jobs, left churches, 
engaged in ministries, got married, raised 
kids, chosen a school to study at, started a 
career, moved to a new town. You may 
have prayed about the decision, but was 
your prayer really about seeking God’s 
blessings on the plans you already made? If 
you involved your elders or the church, 
was it only to let people know what plans 
you have already decided upon? An atti-
tude of autonomy isn’t always flagrant and 
outright rebellion against God or others; 
just because it is subtle, doesn’t mean it 
isn’t sin. 

Our hearts are inclined to self-reliance, 
but living in a culture built on self-suffi-
ciency can powerfully shape our thinking 
about our perceived autonomy in the 
world. How much have we been influ-
enced by the age of the selfie? What can we 
do to resist the temptation for self-reliance 
and look to our Creator God, who not only 
made us, but sustains us (Isaiah 46:4)? 
One of the most powerful ways to learn de-
pendency is by seeking the Lord’s guidance 
through accountability in his local church. 
If we are going to be in the world but not of 
the world—that is, truly counter-culture 
Christians—then the antidote to both our 
culture of autonomy and our self-reliant 
hearts is accountability in the local church.

From me to we
Jesus has given his people a community. 
There are very few opportunities in our 
individualistic and autonomous culture 
for authentic communal experiences. 
Gathering on a weekly basis for corporate 
worship and fellowship is a rare anomaly 
in our culture these days. It is so rare that 
many Christians take it for granted or 

miss the point entirely of what God in-
tends for life as a church. Many Christians 
show up for “church” the same way people 
show up for a ballgame or a movie. The 
local church, however, is not, as Conrad 
Mbewe writes, “merely a convenient asso-
ciation of like-minded believers who man-
age their affairs democratically” like a 
club, organization or service where you 
can come and go as you please; rather, to 
join a local church means “to come under 
Christ’s visible rule on earth.”  

Our corporate identity does not dimin-
ish our individual identities in Christ. 
Christians do have a personal relationship 
with the Creator; he knows and loves us 
intimately. The psalmists often use “I” and 
“me” in praise and prayer, and there are 
many worship hymns that capture this per-
sonal relationship with the Saviour as 
well— “I believe…,” “I love…,” “just as I 
am…,” “all for me.” There is danger, how-
ever, if your view of Christianity is a “me 
and Jesus” kind of faith. Jesus’ body is the 
church. If we try to isolate Jesus from his 
people, we end up isolating ourselves from 
him. This is why the New Testament em-
phasizes this corporate nature of the Chris-
tian life. Christians are part of the body of 
Christ, of which he is the head. 

A preacher once exhorted his congrega-
tion that they can’t be a bunch of “severed 
toe” Christians. A body is a body only 
when all of its parts are working together. 
Even though each part is unique and im-
portant, a toe’s value is best seen when it 
is attached to the foot, and the foot at-
tached to a leg, and the leg attached to a 
person’s body. Jesus is the head of a body, 
not the head of a single toe, foot or leg! 
Paul writes, “For just as the body is one 
and has many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ” (1 Corinthians 
12:12). Peter gives us another metaphor: 
“As you come to him, a living stone re-
jected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves, like 
living stones, are being built up as a spirit-
ual house” (1 Peter 2:4–5). Jesus is the living 
stone—a cornerstone—to what? Certainly 
not a pile of individual bricks lying around. 
No, rather, he is the cornerstone to a 
spiritual house made up of his people, 
living stones.

The writer of Hebrews makes the point 
even more clear: “And let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and good 
works,  not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one an-

other, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25, italics 
mine). So how does a Christian not neglect 
meeting together? The answer is found by 
authentically connecting to a local congre-
gation. This is why the letters of Paul and 
others are often directed to specific, local 
congregations, and instructions are given 
to specific members (often by name) on 
how to interact with each other. Paul’s 
focus is repeatedly on life within the local 
church. Other relationships matter—
family life, your relationship with neigh-
bours and non-Christians, your inter-
actions at work and with the government. 
The Bible, however, puts tremendous im-
portance on our corporate identity. The 
reason is because the local church is God’s 
plan for making known his greatness, for 
saving sinners and for sanctifying saints. 
The local church—a humble, ragtag group 
of ordinary people from all walks of life—is 

God’s grand plan!  Why is the local church 
so important? How does this small, simple 
gathering of people make known God’s 
greatness to the world? 

Practicing what we preach
In the first three chapters of Ephesians, 
Paul provides us with the doctrinal truths 
about what our calling is and what it means 
to be saved by grace alone, through faith 
alone, in Christ alone; now Paul calls us to 
do it, to practice what we preach, to walk 
the talk. He writes, “walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling” (Ephesians 4:1). 
What does that look like? It means living in 
humility, with gentleness and patience, 
bearing with one another in love, and 
eager to maintain unity (Ephesian 4:2-3). 

It can be difficult 
for Christians to 
recognize how 
much this attitude 
of self-sufficiency 
has crept into our 
lives and into  
the church. 
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Can we do these things in isolation? Can 
we demonstrate patience on our own? 
How do you know whether you are truly 
gentle or humble? You need to hang 
around other people, closely, intimately. 
When the author of Hebrews exhorts 
saints to not “neglect meeting together,” 
the writer means more than just showing 
up to Sunday services: he means forming 
relationships where we can practice what 
we preach. Intimate relationships in the 
local church are meant for encouraging 
“one another to love and good works” 
(Hebrews 10:24). 

Unfortunately, relationships are messy. 
Relationships are challenging. Relation-
ships are extremely difficult. This is why 
we often avoid relationships in the church 
by keeping to ourselves, and this is why we 
are prone to autonomous thinking and be-
haviour. In fact, since we are selfish sin-
ners, having a truly unified relationship 
with others is impossible. Thankfully, 
nothing is impossible with God. 

Herein is the main purpose for the local 
church: to glorify God by showing the 
world the impossible made possible. To 
show true unity among true diversity: old 
and young, different ethnicities and cul-
tures, male and female, rich and poor, wise 
and simple. The local church isn’t the pseu-
do multiculturalism of Canadian idealism, 
where we “get along” with others by ignor-
ing each other and minding our own busi-
ness. In the church, we ought to know each 
other, know how to serve each other and 
know how to love each other. Does the gos-
pel make a difference in people’s lives? Yes! 
Come to a local congregation and see love 
in action! 

Even though sin still mars our ability to 
get along, Paul Tripp talks about church re-
lationships as a “mess worth making”—it 
is a mess, and it is going to continue being 
a mess. There will be errors in judgement, 
squabbles, disagreements and hurt feel-
ings. The local church isn’t supposed to be 
perfect—yet. It is, however, supposed to 
show the world that we need to keep com-
ing back to Christ, seeking strength, for-
giveness and unity from him. The church is 
a declaration of our enduring need to de-
pend on Christ.

Scan over the letters Paul wrote to the 
local New Testament churches. It is clear 
that the local church is a work in progress: 
“eager to maintain unity… maturing… 
building up… grow up….” We are still sin-
ners. We are still prone to wander. There 
are still goats among the sheep. The evil 

one is still nipping at the heels of the saints. 
Relationships in the local church are messy 
for a host of reasons. But, how do you re-
pair a fractured relationship?  Grace. For-
giveness. Mercy. Humility. Kindness. Love. 
Prayer. Sounds like the things Jesus does, 
doesn’t it. None of these blessings can be 
demonstrated on our own. The purpose of 
the local church, then, is to show Jesus and 
his supernatural power to the world. The 
impossible being made possible.

Jesus says, “A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one an-
other. By this—[this love, Christians loving 
Christians in the local church]—all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).  
Francis Schaeffer calls Christians loving 
Christians the final apologetic—the final 
defence of the truth of the gospel. All of 
our words and programs and ministries 
don’t mean a hill of beans if people can’t 
see supernatural love among sinful human 
beings. Similarly, pastor and author Thabiti 
Anyabwile writes, “The local church is the 
place where love is most visibly and com-
pellingly displayed among God’s people. 
It’s where the ‘body of Christ’ is most plain-
ly represented in the world.”

No lone wolf Christians
In today’s culture, each individual seems to 
have the authority to declare and define his 
or her identity, autonomous of anyone or 
anything else. Many Christians approach 
their identity in Christ the same way. If 
they associate with a local church at all, 
then it is on their own terms. “As long as 
these people agree with me, than I will as-
sociate with them.” In truth, it is the other 
way around. God designed his kingdom so 
that it is his church who testifies that you 
are who you say you are. As long as your 
words and deeds agree with Christ’s teach-
ings, we—the local church… the local 
body of the Lord Jesus Christ—will iden-
tify with you. 

For example, you can “say” you’re a Navy 
Seal. You can dress like one. You can wear 
medals you bought on eBay. But you aren’t 
a Navy Seal unless the Navy Seals testify 
that you are one of them, unless the Navy 
Seals know you and what you have done. 
Only they can testify truly to who you say 
you are. This is similar to the church. You 
say you are a Christian? Can your church—
your local body of believers—vouch for 
you? Do they know you, know what you 
do, what you believe?

Generous receivers
Once a local church has identified you as 
one of Christ’s followers, what’s next? In a 
recent book by Rosaria Butterfield, she de-
scribes the important role of hospitality, 
not only in outreach but in equipping the 
saints. Her book is called The Gospel Comes 
with a House Key (Crossway, 2018). She 
cites Mark 10:29-30 where Jesus says, 

Truly, I say to you, there is no one who 
has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or lands, 
for my sake and for the gospel, who 
will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this time, houses and brothers and sis-
ters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions, and in the 
age to come eternal life.

Jesus is looking ahead to great blessing in 
eternal life, but he is also speaking of great 
blessings “now in this time.” This is no 
prosperity gospel nonsense. This is the local 
church providing for the local church “a 
hundredfold now in this time, houses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and chil-
dren and lands.” When you become a mem-
ber of a local church, you have access to all 
the mothers and fathers and brothers and 
sisters and resources Christ provides in 
that congregation. This is the idea behind 
Butterfield’s metaphor of the gospel com-
ing with “a house key.” 

From this, there are three main applica-
tions that strike at the heart of the age of 
autonomy we are immersed in. The first is 
that God recognizes that you are needy and 
he often provides you with what you need 
through his church. The second applica-
tion is that we need to be a part of a local 
church so that we can be helped and pro-
vide help to others. Lastly, we need to learn 
to be humble enough to be dependent on 
others. This is what author Joanie Yoder 



WINTER/SPRING 2019 ›› BARNABAS ›› 9

describes as being “generous receivers.” We 
can be fiercely autonomous but still be 
willing to help others. However, if we are 
fiercely autonomous, we have a much 
harder time accepting the help God pro-
vides through his people. In fact, some-
times we are in danger of denying others 
the opportunity to meet our needs and be 
blessed in the process (Acts 20:35).  

In order for your church to know what 
you need, they need to know you and you 
need to know them. Get into each other’s 
homes, meet for coffee and conversation, 
spend time in prayer over the phone, gather 
to read and discuss the Word together, 
carpool to men’s breakfasts, spend time 
with the saints.

Preaching for your soul
Submission to the authority of preaching 
and the elders in the local church is an-
other powerful antidote to an autonomous 
spirit. The author of Hebrews commands 
Christians to “obey your leaders and sub-
mit to them” (Hebrews 13:17). Obey. Sub-
mit. Our autonomous culture loathes these 
words. Too often Christians loathe them 
too. Why do we need to submit to and obey 
local elders? The writer of Hebrews ex-
plains: “for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give 
an account. Let them do this with joy and 
not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you” (Hebrews 13:17). There 
are amazing preachers in the kingdom of 
God, both past and present. John Piper is 
amazing. Spurgeon. Augustine. Mac-
Arthur. Sproul. Calvin. Carson. Keller. But 
none of these godly saints watch over your 
soul the way your elders and pastors do in 
your local church. You need your soul 
watched over! You must be taught by the 
preaching of the Word and held account-
able to obey the Word by your church lead-
ers. Your preacher is preaching to you. In 

preparing the message, your pastor is pray-
ing for you and preparing the message with 
his specific flock in mind. He wants you to 
hear God’s Word, obey God’s Word and 
submit to God’s Word. 

We submit to our elders because 
Christ—who supremely knows exactly 
what we need—gives us leaders and teach-
ers in his church. He has given to you—
specifically—the leaders and teachers you 
need. In Ephesians, Paul writes that Christ 
“gave” leaders “to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12). You might 
say, “I have my books, my podcasts, my 
YouTube channels, my radio broadcasts….” 
Indeed, these are all great resources. But 
how do you avoid becoming someone who 
is “always learning and never able to arrive 
at a knowledge of the truth,” constantly 
“being tossed to and fro by the waves” (2 
Timothy 3:7; Ephesians 4:14)? Christ’s an-
swer? He gives us local leaders in our local 
church. Are you able to say, “No thanks, 
Jesus. I got this. I don’t need the shepherds 
you have given to me”? 

You need the church and 
your church needs you
The Christian life is not a solo perform-
ance. We need the local church that God 
provides for his people. He provides the 
local church to equip his people with “all 
that is good to do his will” (Hebrews 
13:20–21).  Just as Christ gave himself to 
the church, he also gives each of us to each 
other. Every single Christian has gifts to 
use in the local church, to serve each other 
and to be served. Ultimately, you cannot 
grow in maturity on your own. In Ephe-
sians, Paul writes:

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, from 
whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part 
is working properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
(Ephesians 4:15-16, italics mine).

This growth, this equipping, this building 
up can only happen “when each part is 
working properly.” An attitude of auton-
omy runs counter to growth and account-
ability in the local body of believers. 

So, I urge you to ask yourself: How do you 
view your local church? Are you investing 
your time and resources into your church? 
When you are facing challenges in life—like 
parenting, trouble at work, financial diffi-
culty—do your elders know? Is your church 
praying for you? Or, are you trying to fly 
solo, declaring your independence of the 
church, and therefore, of Christ? The Bible 
is clear: You need your church. And yes, 
your church needs you. If we are truly com-
mitted to making known the greatness of 
our God, if we want to show the world how 
wonderful Jesus Christ is, and how true and 
powerful and transforming his gospel is… 
then the local church needs to be the 
church. We need to live out transformed 
lives through transformed relationships be-
fore a watching world. The co-dependency 
of Christians at the local church is a public 
display of the gospel at work. Is the gospel 
truly true? Come and see. 

Jeremy W. Johnston is the Arts columnist for 
Barnabas and the author of All Things New: 
Essays on Christianity, Culture & the Arts 
(Joshua Press 2018). He and his wife Laurie 
live in Hamilton with their four children, 
where they serve at their local church— 
Pilgrim Baptist Fellowship.

In order for your 
church to know 
what you need, 
they need to know 
you and you need 
to know them. 



10 ›› BARNABAS ›› WINTER/SPRING 2019

P
H

O
T

O
: 

S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S

T
O

C
K

.C
O

M

BY GLENN TOMLINSON ›› 
Why write on this subject? 
Three reasons come to 
mind. The first is personal. 
I minister in the beautiful 
city of Sarnia—that remote 

western outpost of the province! I’ve also 
been dealing with a lingering back issue 
which prohibits, at present, driving long 
distances. The closest church in our fellow-
ship is located in Tilbury, about 100 km 
away. So, while I love our fellowship, by 
necessity I’ve had to think about forming 
connections with local churches closer to 
home. The second reason is general. Many 
Christians cannot articulate from the Bible 
why believers ought to “hang together” in 
local churches, why local churches ought 
to bond together in associations of churches 
(such as Baptists, Presbyterians, etc.) or 
why such denominations ought to strive 
for even larger alliances beyond their tribe. 
The third reason is practical. Association is 
difficult given the presence of sin. So, I 
write this in the hopes it will help God’s 
people navigate the waters of association 
well—in a way that exalts the head of the 
church, Jesus Christ.

A BIG FOUNDATIONAL THOUGHT
The theology of association is simply the 
study of God as it relates to our association 
as Christians. This phrase implies a link be-
tween what is revealed in Scripture con-
cerning the very character of God and the 
association he desires his children to have 
and pursue. Observe this link in the follow-
ing key passage:

“I do not ask for these only, but also 
for those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all 
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, 
and I in you, that they also may be in 
us, so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me” (John 17:20–21).

In the very nature of God, the beauty 
and glory of relationship exists—Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit share blessed intra-
trinitarian communion from all eternity 
and for all eternity. This triune God cre-
ates, and aspects of his character naturally 
inhere in his creation and his new creation, 
of which believers are the first-fruits of the 
latter (2 Corinthians 5:17). Thus, Jesus prays 

that the association or communion that 
exists in the very nature of the Godhead 
would be evident in his new creation, the 
church, critically defined by Jesus as those 
who believe “in me through their word.” 
So, believers are to uphold biblical truth 
and actively pursue association.

SOME BIBLICAL EVIDENCE
The biblical evidence for association be-
tween local churches falls into two cat-
egories: exhortation and example.

“A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one an-
other. By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another” (John 13:34–35).

And now I ask you, dear lady—not as 
though I were writing you a new com-
mandment, but the one we have had 
from the beginning—that we love one 
another (2 John 1:5).

Are there any restrictions or qualifications 
in the injunction? Are we to love only 
those true believers who dot all our theo-
logical i’s and cross all our theological t’s? 
The answer is no and no. 

The New Testament provides evidence 
of local churches pursuing association 
with one another. For example, the Coun-
cil of Jerusalem. In this instance, the local 
church in Antioch is troubled by the false 
doctrine of the Judaizers. What does she 

do? She seeks out another local church—
her “mother” church in Jerusalem—for 
counsel. Difficult matters are discussed 
with evident love, a biblically balanced 
solution is reached, and a gracious direc-
tive is delivered by the hands of Paul and 
Silas, much to the joy and encouragement 
of the Antiochan church (Acts 15:1–31). 
Another example is the collection for the 
poor in Jerusalem. Here, local churches in 
Macedonia, Achaia and Rome rise to act 
for their brothers and sisters, though un-
known to them personally, and some de-
spite their own poverty (Acts 24:17; Rom-
ans 15:26; 1 Corinthians 16:1–4). 

THREE QUESTIONS OF PRACTICE
question 1: “Are we to associate with any-
body and everybody who claims to be part of 
the household of faith indiscriminately?” 

The answer is no. The Bible calls us to 
test the spirits to see if they are from God 
(1 John 4:1). In our day, this usually entails 
moving beyond hearing a mere affirmation 
of a doctrine to defining a doctrine through 
a series of affirmations and denials. Two 
good examples of this are Getting the Gospel 
Right: The Tie That Binds Evangelicals Together 
by R.C. Sproul (1999), and The Nashville 
Statement (2018). Overseers are particu-
larly called to guard themselves and their 
flocks from doctrinal error (Acts 20:28)—
even to the naming of names (2 Timothy 
2:16–18), to not be unequally yoked with 
unbelievers and their unbelieving mindset 
(2 Corinthians 6:14–18) and to seek the 
reclamation of such but with tremendous 
care (Jude 1:23–24). 

A word of caution seems in order, at this 
point. Calling out error is the “strange work,” 
not the “normal work” of the Christian 
(see Jude). How many make it their nor-
mal work! Charles Simeon tells the story of 
a “heresy-hunting clergyman” who wanted 
him to “answer and knock down” a certain 
suspect preacher. Simeon wisely replied, 
“I know you will forgive me if I say that the 
very account you give of yourself in rela-
tion to controversy is a dissuasive from 
embarking in it. Let a man once engage in 
it, and it is surprising how the love of it 
will grow upon him; and he will both find 
a hare in every bush, and will follow it 
with something of a huntman’s feelings.” 
Such imbalance sadly persists today—
“hairsplitters and gunslingers” our brother 

Loving who Christ loves—and working together for gospel growth
THE THEOLOGY OF ASSOCIATION
| connecting LINES
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Bill Bygroves called them, back at the Can-
adian Family Carey Conference of 2008. 
May God by his Spirit spare us from such 
easy prideful self-congratulatory ministry, 
and may he help us to step into the “strange 
work” only when absolutely necessary, but 
then step out of it to proclaim the glorious 
gospel and the beauty of our blessed Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.

question 2: “Are denominations abomina-
tions, running contrary to the prayer and pur-
pose of Jesus Christ, namely, to draw from 
every ethnicity on the planet one people for 
the worship and praise of God’s glorious name?” 

I don’t think they are abominations! 
Rather, they reflect a couple of biblical 
realities—a desire for association and the 
fact that Christians are works in progress 
(Romans 12:1–2; 1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

question 3: “Where do we draw the doctrinal 
lines in forming associations, like The Sover-
eign Grace Fellowship, or in broader associa-
tions, like The Gospel Coalition?”

Let’s first acknowledge that not all mat-
ters of doctrine are of the same importance. 
Some are primary and vital for communion 
in the church (justification); some are 
secondary and vital for local church com-
munion (baptism); and some are tertiary 
(observance of days, eating of foods). 

For association in terms of denomina-
tions like The Sovereign Grace Fellowship, 
there has to be agreement on primary and 
secondary matters (i.e., a church has to ad-
here to either the 1644 or the 1689 Baptist 
Confessions of Faith), but we can have in 
our fellowship local churches that disagree 
on tertiary matters.

For broader associations like The Gospel 
Coalition, a local church has to adhere to 
the fundamentals of the faith and some 
secondary matters. For example, within the 
TGC there are a variety of tribes who differ 
over secondary matters like baptism, polity, 
signs, gifts (Baptists, Presbyterians, Charis-
matics, etc.) but who agree on other sec-
ondary matters like Reformed soteriology 
and complementarianism.

In summary, we ought to love those 
whom Christ loves, working together in 
association as much as possible to fulfil 
God’s purposes in this world, all the while 
striving to uphold biblical truth, for the 
glory of his name. 

o≠ THE SHELF |

A quarterly review of new & recent books

SET FOR THE DEFENSE  
OF THE GOSPEL
A bicentennial history of Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, 1818–2018
EDITED BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN & ROY M. PAUL
Dustin W. Benge (2018), 160 pgs

This book is divided into five historical per-
iods with appropriate pictures throughout 
the volume to enhance the history of Jarvis 
Street, including portraits of key personal-
ities, buildings, historical markers, etc. Each 
section introduces us to people, issues and 
situations that whet our appetites to delve 
more deeply, especially into the lives of 
William McMaster and T.T. Shields.

This book shows us that an individual 
church, like an individual believer, has its 
ups and downs, its trials and its victories. It 
also shows how the church is a miraculous, 
gracious work of the triune God who 
works through saved but flawed men and 
women for his glory. This volume should 
help us to love the church and to long for 
the day when Christ will present her fault-
less and do so with great joy.—DON THEOBALD

EXALTING JESUS IN ISAIAH
Christ-Centered Exposition
BY ANDREW M. DAVIS
B&H Publishing Group (2017), 416 pgs
ISBN 978-0805497380

The book of Isaiah can be a pretty daunting 
challenge for even the keenest of believers. 
Both its size and its wide range of theologic-
al and historical subject matter can be in-
timidating. Andrew Davis has produced an 
excellent and readable commentary. He 
concisely covers each chapter in a sermonic 
style, with a clear outline and the main 
theme clearly highlighted. The biblical 
chapter is then explained: its historical con-
text and, where applicable, its New Testa-
ment context, and then there is application 
for today. Each chapter concludes with 

“Reflect and discuss,” where pertinent and 
practical questions are posed to help the be-
liever grow in understanding the text and 
how it pertains to their walk with the Lord.

I highly recommend Exalting Jesus in 
Isaiah. It is an excellent aid for sermon 
preparation, for small group Bible study or 
for personal devotions. This volume will 
greatly help you to understand the book of 
Isaiah and to love the Saviour found there—
the Lord Jesus Christ.—DT

SUSIE
The life and legacy of Susannah Spurgeon
BY RAY RHODES JR.
Moody Publishers (2018), 294 pgs
ISBN 978-0802418340

What a delightful, informative and edify-
ing gift to Christ’s church is this biography 
of Susannah Spurgeon—the exceptional 
wife of the great preacher C.H. Spurgeon. 

Rhodes zeros in on four key areas of Mrs. 
Spurgeon’s life. First, is her marriage to her 
unusually gifted husband, Charles. Theirs 
was a marriage of romance and godly, sacri-
ficial love. Second, is Susie as a mother to 
their twin sons Thomas and Charles. She 
was very influential in their conversion and 
growth in the Lord. Third, is her ministry to 
poor and needy pastors and their families by 
providing books, clothing and other essen-
tials. Fourth, is the fact that she was a great 
sufferer. For much of her 36 years of mar-
riage, Susie was an invalid. While the true 
nature of her ailments is not really known, 
she had two major surgeries and was con-
fined to her home for long periods.

Susie is a very enjoyable read. A timeline 
at the beginning of the book and pictures 
in its centre enhance its readability. This 
book will inform, motivate to godliness 
and cause you to worship the Lord Jesus 
who saves, keeps and prepares his children 
for glory.—DT
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| WORD matters

TOO HEAVENLY 
MINDED?

BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› Christians are sometimes 
criticized for being so heavenly minded that they 
are of little earthly value. Granted, some Chris-
tians have an unbiblical idea of what it means to 
be heavenly minded. But is it even possible for a 
Christian to be so heavenly minded that they are of 

little earthly value? 
When writing to the Colossian Christians, Paul not only wanted 

them to know that rules and mystical knowledge could not em-
power them to live the Christian life, but he also wanted them to 
know that Christ is all, and all they—and we—need. After teaching 
against the Colossian heresy and instructing about the supremacy 
and sufficiency of Christ, Paul tells them how they are to live the 
Christian life: 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 
on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory (Colossians 3:1–4).

Four facts are true of every 
Christian by virtue of being 
united with Christ. First, we are 
united with Christ in his death. 
When he died for our sins, our 
sinful nature was put to death 
so that sin no longer reigns over 
us. Second, we are united with 
Christ in his resurrection. Just 
as Christ was raised from the 
dead, so we too were raised up 
together with him to newness of 
life. Third, our life is now hid-
den with Christ in God. He is 
not only the author and finisher 
of our faith, but he is also our 

constant source of life as he indwells us through the Holy Spirit. 
Fourth, we will appear with Christ when he returns. Whether 
dead or alive, we will be united with him at his glorious appearing, 
and we will be glorified both in body and in soul. 

Since that is who we are by virtue of being united with Christ by 
faith, then notice how we should live. Our minds should not be pre-
occupied and consumed with the things of this world, whether they 
are sinful or harmless in and of themselves. Rather, our desires 
and minds should be focused on the things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God. Since God has raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms and blessed 
us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ, 
then we should seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.  

Our struggle is not that we are too heavenly minded. Our struggle 
is that we become so worldly minded that we have little kingdom 
influence. As C.S. Lewis noted, “Aim at Heaven and you will get 
earth thrown in; aim at earth and you will get neither.” 

Our struggle is that we 
become so worldly 
minded that we have 
little kingdom 
influence.

| TEEN beat

GENEROUS IN 
SPIRIT

BY MARK HUDSON ›› We sometimes cringe when 
the phone rings around supper time. Call display 
may give some hint as to the source of the call, but 
not always. I confess, after saying hello, I often give 
unknown callers to a count of one to identify them-
selves, since there are often software programs 

making the calls, with humans engaging only when a call is an-
swered. In that brief dead space, I usually hang up. These calls 
come from political parties looking for members, real estate agents 
determined to sell my house, social help groups on their annual 
fundraising campaigns and so on. Hanging up or declining support, 
however, can sometimes leave us with a feeling of guilt. Perhaps 
stinginess or a lack of compassion has interfered with a willingness 
to offer help to those in need. It can be challenging for a Christian 
to know when to support a cause, and for how much. Perhaps a few 
biblical principles can be helpful in our decision making.

First, a Christian is to have a generous and giving spirit, espe-
cially when it comes to the needs of fellow Christians. Recall the 
many times the apostle Paul refers to gifts of help from people in 
one church being a blessing to people in need in another part of 
the kingdom. For example, “At present, however, I am going to 
Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia 
have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among 
the saints at Jerusalem” (Romans 15:25–26). A shared need was 
cheerfully and readily met. 

Second, we are to be concerned about the material and practical 
needs of the wider world. “So then, as we have opportunity, let us 
do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the house-
hold of faith” (Galatians 6:10). One of our challenges, of course, is 
knowing when “that opportunity” is for us. At the very least we 
need to be open to considering the circumstances of each situation. 

Third, it is important to determine how much of what God has 
given to us is to be committed to being given away. Many Chris-
tians use the Old Testament requirement of tithing (one tenth) as 
a guideline for their giving. Without dictating a percentage for 
New Testament believers this, at the very least, provides a good 
starting point, though we should not be limited by it. Make a 
prayerful commitment of giving to the Lord, and stick to it!

The greatest counter measure to becoming a “blessing hoarder” 
is to strive to be generous with what the Lord has given and see that 
his blessings spill over into the lives of others and not simply spend 

them solely for our own comfort 
and pleasure. The Lord expects his 
gifts to us to be used for the welfare 
of his church and in the winning of 
souls. This is summed up nicely by 
Paul when he says, “The point is 

this: whoever sows sparingly with also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6–7). Developing 
a disciplined pattern of giving when we are young can make a life-
time of generous giving an integral and supernatural part of who 
we are in Christ. In this way we can emulate our Father in heaven, 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift! 

A disciplined pattern 
of giving when we 
are young can make 
a lifetime of 
generous giving…
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BY RACHEL THIBAULT ›› As I write this, snow is 
falling and the thermometer reads well below 
zero degrees Celsius. Flower bulbs below the 
frozen ground wait to burst into bloom. Cold-
blooded animals remain dormant and not an 
insect is to be seen—thank goodness! This stark 

white landscape is on the brink of radically changing.
When Noah came off the ark, his world was transformed. 

The land no longer held the same shape, and there were no 
land creatures left alive. The fountains of the deep had 
brought forth waves of water, enough to cover the globe; one 
giant tsunami. Flood waters had risen to 15 cubits (7 metres) 
above the mountains (Genesis 7:20). 

the kids PAGE |

CRAFT CORNER

It’s  
colouring 
time…
Colour the illustration/
verse, cut out and  
post on your fridge at 
home or make a card 
for a parent or grand-
parent.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!
God did not leave them. The survivors of the Flood stepped 

off the boat onto soil that was teeming with potential. What 
they could not see was the faithfulness of a God who loved 
them and would protect them. He left that reminder in the 
rainbow, as well as the promise of Genesis 8:22. “As long as 
the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, sum-
mer and winter, day and night will never cease.”

When spring seems far way; when the media bombards us 
with fears of global warming; when frailty sets in at the end of 
life; it is a wonderful reminder to head back to the promises 
God left with Noah. (Read 2 Peter 3, as further encourage-
ment to God’s perfect plan for His Creation. It all points to our 
wonderful Saviour, Jesus Christ.) 
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stole numerous pieces of fine art from the 
homes of private collectors and from na-
tional galleries in the countries that they 
invaded. Many of the leading figures in the 
Nazi government loved fine art. Some 
were connoisseurs of wine and cuisine. 
Even as Berlin itself was surrounded by an 
ever-tightening ring of Allied forces, the 
city symphony played their repertoire to 
full houses. Yet the beauty of art, literature, 
sculpture, architecture and music did not 
reform the Nazi war machine, nor did it 
temper their drive to conquer the world. 
Their leaders saw nothing contradictory in 
executing an innocent person and then 
taking their art. The beauty of the art could 
be recognized, even while the greater 
beauty of the image-bearer of God was 
despised and treated with brutality.

Europe is not only the home of the works 
of human genius, it is the home of some 
breathtaking vistas of God’s creation. Rivers 

and forests, lakes and mountains, rolling 
hills, verdant meadows—the topography 
and geography of Europe is beautiful. Again, 
however, we see that being surrounded by 
natural beauty is not enough to keep people 
from committing atrocities. From ancient 
Rome through the Second World War, the 
natural beauty and the manmade beauty 
found on the Continent did not keep people 
from brutality. The reason why this is the 
case needs to be pondered.

Today, many people urge that proper 
education and culture will solve the prob-
lems in society. People need more fresh air 
and more exposure to nature. (To this, we 
agree.) People need less pop music and 
photoshopped images and more exposure 
to meaningful and profound art. (To this, 
we agree.) But what will be accomplished 
by experiencing nature and experiencing 
aesthetic beauty? Some refining, possibly 
(although refining can also lead to preten-
tiousness). Some growth, some transport, 
perhaps. What will not happen, however, 
is the removal of depravity. No art in the 
world and no verdant wood will ever take 

care of our sin nature.
As with everything else, art, culture and 

even nature itself are only good when we 
recognize their limits. They are not messi-
anic. Christians should be the first to appre-
ciate these gifts from the hand of God, and 
we should be filled with gratitude for the 
abilities he has given people so that they 
can produce beauty in a variety of fields. 
We have learned so much from literature; 
music has moved us deeply. But if litera-
ture or music made people right with God, 
authors and musicians would be holy. 
Clearly, being given an artistic gift does not 
save or sanctify. Neither do the works 
which such gifts produce.

Beauty, as has often been observed by 
evangelical thinkers familiar with C.S. 
Lewis, is a sign-post, a pointer to God. The 
beauty of creation points to the perfection 
of the Creator. The beauty of the written 
word points to the beauty of the Word. 
Every art can be used to show us the horror 
of sin and human brokenness, as well as 
themes of redemption and glory. Every ex-
perience of beauty should direct our hearts 
to God. When we stop at the sign, however, 
and take art-for-its-own-sake, we are des-
tined for failure. We are abusing the pur-
pose of the gift when we try to make it an 
end in itself. The source of beauty cannot 
be found there. The physical creation is 
not to be worshipped: its beauty is to be 
recognized, but worship goes to God alone. 

We can appreciate artists and their works, 
but we need to recognize that their gifts 
and abilities have their source in the per-
fect Creator. God is the real artist, architect, 
musician, author and sculptor. And, in a 
way that we literally cannot comprehend, 
he created his own medium to work in 
(i.e., he invented and created matter, then 
fashioned a world out of it). All arts are at 
home in the Christian worldview, but we 
must recognize their limitations. Only 
when we see how limited they are will we 
be able to enjoy them thoroughly. Paradox-
ically, only when the arts are our servants 
can they be free. 

As Pierre Berton discovered, even the 
beauties of human subcreation and God’s 
created world cannot ultimately satisfy. 
They were never supposed to. Only the 
God who is Beauty can satisfy our hearts 
and souls. 

Today, many people urge 
that proper education 
and culture will solve the 
problems in society.

| culture COMMENT 

BY DANIELLE GIGNAC 
AND STEVEN WEST ›› 
Pierre Berton, the iconic 
popularizer of Canadian 
history, said about his time 
in England waiting for mil-
itary assignment at the end 
of the Second World War, 

“I am, candidly, getting a lit-
tle tired of sight-seeing. 
One can stand just so 
much peering at ancient 
buildings and breathtaking 

scenery and then the whole thing begins 
to wear rather badly.” Many Canadians view 
Europe as a place to experience art, archi-
tecture, history and culture, and it is the 
home of some of the best of Western aes-
thetic achievement. Human beings were 
created to appreciate beauty and art, and 
to be subcreators, working and designing 
in the medium of God’s created world. But 
we are not designed to be satisfied with the 
mere consumption—or even with the cre-
ation—of artistic beauty. Eventually, it 

“begins to wear rather badly.”
As much as the arts can be ennobling 

and uplifting, they have limitations in how 
they shape human beings. Art, music and 
drama can also debase, demean and exploit. 
Liberal and fine arts can be used to sup-
press and dehumanize. It ought to strike us 
that the glory of ancient Rome still im-
presses today, but the architecture, the 
philosophy, the rhetoric and the art of Rome 
was built on war, slavery and brutality. The 
impressive nature of the Colosseum’s design 
and construction should not obscure the 
fact that it was the backdrop for unspeak-
able cruelty and bloodshed.

The beauty, theology and marvelous 
design of Gothic cathedrals did not stop 
Europe from being the scene of countless 
wars over the centuries. Nor did their vir-
tues exempt the edifices from the indis-
criminate destruction of war. All of the art 
of the Renaissance, all of the music of the 
Baroque and Classical periods, all of the 
architecture of castles and palaces, churches 
and cathedrals—none of that aesthetic 
beauty and culture was enough to limit the 
violence and wars that plagued the continent. 
Even incredible beauty, apparently, is not 
enough to change the human heart.

It is well-known that the Nazi regime 

THE LIMITATIONS OF 
BEAUTY AND CULTURE
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