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| EDITORIAL

To be understated, it has been a strange year. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on all of 
our lives—and on every aspect of our lives: from 
work and family life to the communal life of our 
church fellowships. This has definitely been a time 
of testing and refining for us all. How are you doing?

Perhaps you are in the grip of fear, perhaps indifference or 
malais. Maybe depression and anxiety have taken over or pandemic 
restrictions have altered your life plans and you have become bitter. 
Perhaps it is loneliness that has touched you most, as restrictions 
have limited your time with friends and family. Or maybe it is 
anger—anger at God, anger at politicians, health officials or other 
people in general. Perhaps you have lost your job or a significant 
part of your income and you are scared or frustrated. Some of you, 
too, quite like where things are: you are not very interested in the 
society of others, and this isolation suits you just fine. Maybe 

“doing church” on Zoom is actually a lot simpler for your family 
life: no probing conversations, no nursery duty or other respon-
sibilities, no Sunday rush to get out the door in time.

Whatever our response(s) to this challenging year, they really 
reveal a lot about the state of our hearts. And, of course, that is the 
area of most importance to our heavenly Father! Whatever the 
circumstances we find ourselves in right now, God is present, he is 
in control, he is able to help, he is concerned for the hearts of his 
people, he hears our cries.

So, as we look forward and wonder, “How long with this go on?” 
we should also wonder, “How is God going to change and refine 
my heart during this time?” With this latter question in mind, let’s 
remind ourselves of a few words of Jesus: “And do not seek what 
you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the 
nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these 
things will be added to you” (Luke 12:29–31).

It is good to note what this text is not saying. Jesus is not saying, 
“Don’t work. Don’t worry. Be happy.” Rather, Jesus’ words are directed 
to the focus of our hearts. Our heavenly Father is well aware that 
we need to work to provide for our families; we need food and 
drink to sustain our lives. But are we worried about these things? 
Does our concern and pursuit of these things consume our time 
and energy to such an extent that we neglect to pursue his king-
dom, his people, his service? Are our minds unsettled and so full of 
worry about the state of our finances during this pandemic that we 
have begun to hold back from supporting our local church and 
those ministries God previously laid on our hearts? Perhaps rather 
than holding back, God is calling us to keep giving—with a deeper 
faith than we used to have. Perhaps God is breaking down our 
comforts and perceived security in the many things the world 
finds their security in and asking us to look to him daily, in faith. 
You’ll remember Jesus most specifically says daily bread in his 
model prayer. Our hearts are to be characterized by faith, not fear; 
dependence, not self-sufficiency. Our Father knows what we need.

And what of God’s kingdom during this pandemic? Are we excited 
to see what God will do in 2021? Pray, my friends, for walls of 
hostility to the gospel to be shattered, nation by nation, heart by 
heart. Pray for God to change your own heart, to make it more like 
Christ’s heart—tender, compassionate, lowly, concerned for the 
people of God, concerned for the gospel to advance, raising dead 
souls to life, and for his children to be refined and refreshed in his 
love. Friends, seek his kingdom above all. 

Janice Van Eck, Editor
janicevaneck@rogers.com

| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES
+ Passing of Merry-Lynn Hudson
As an SGF community, we extend our deepest sympathy 
to our former SGF coordinator, Mark Hudson, and his 
family, on Merry-Lynn’s call home to glory on October 6. 
After a painful battle with cancer, Merry-Lynn is now in 
the presence of the One she loves. We pray for God’s 
comfort and peace to be with Mark and all those who 
loved and enjoyed Merry-Lynn’s rich friendship. 
—Janice Van Eck

+ Trinity Baptist Church, Burlington, ON
At our annual business meeting on October 14, the 
members of Trinity Baptist Church voted to accept 
Joshua Mills as our associate pastor. Josh graduated in 
May with a Master of Divinity degree from the Toronto 
Baptist Seminary, and we at Trinity are thrilled to have 
him on board as we seek to serve the Lord in 
Burlington.—Carl Muller

+ Trinity’s 48th anniversary
On October 25–26 we had a wonderful weekend of 
celebrating God’s enduring faithfulness to Trinity Baptist 
Church as we came together for our 48th anniversary. 
Over these past years we have seen, by the grace of 
God, much unity in the progress of the gospel. This was 
a time of spiritual refreshment as we sat under the 
ministry of God’s Word through Pastor Richard Valade. 
We considered: the love of Christ for his church, our love 
for one another and our love for Christ. As a church, we 
continue to pray for a growing love for Christ, his bride 
and the lost. May God help us!—Joshua Mills

+ Redeemer Bible Church, Kitchener, ON
Redeemer Bible Church is now meeting Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at the Double Tree by Hilton, 30 Fairway Rd 
South, Kitchener. By God’s kindness, we have been 
blessed with faithful men who have come to open the 
Word for us during this time.—Janice Van Eck

+ Good start to GPF meetings
It is wonderful to retain some SGF meetings during 
COVID-19. Our Grace Pastors Fellowship meetings meet 
the first Monday of the month at Thistletown Baptist 
Church in Toronto. Even with masks on and maintaining 
our physical distancing, these are encouraging times of 
fellowship, learning and prayer together. For more 
information: gracepastorsfellowship.com.—Benno Kurvits

+ SGF AGM in Sarnia
The nineteenth SGF Annual General Assembly is 
scheduled for November 20–21 at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church in Sarnia, Ontario. We anticipate a 
good time of fellowship, networking, worship, prayer, 
hearing ministry and church reports and some taking 
care of business items. Members of our churches are 
welcome to attend. For more information and online 
registration, visit sgfcanada.com.—Benno Kurvits
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NOVEMBER 20–21, 2020
SGF ANNUAL GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY
Plan to join the SGF 
annual assembly where 
leaders and members 
from SGF churches 
gather for reports, 
worship, fellowship, 
prayer and business.
Held at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church, 
Sarnia, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

DECEMBER 7, 2020
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Paul Hudson
Theme: Responding to 
the Persecuted Church
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Thistletown 
Baptist Church, Etobicoke, 
ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

JANUARY 11, 2021
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Alez Dauphin
Theme: Transgenderism: 
Medical Facts and 
Christian Ministry
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Thistletown 
Baptist Church, Etobicoke, 
ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

FEBRUARY 1, 2021
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Carl Muller
Theme: The Life and 
Ministry of Billy Graham
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Jarvis Street 
Baptist Church
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

MARCH 1, 2021
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Glendon 
Thompson
Theme: Preaching the 
Prophets: Zechariah
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Thistletown 
Baptist Church, Etobicoke, 
ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

APRIL 12, 2021
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Glenn Tomlinson
Theme: Washington 
Christian and the Abol-
ishment of the Dividing 
Wall of Hostility
Time: 10 a.m.
Wives are invited to 
attend and lunch will 
follow at a local restaurant.
Held at Thistletown 
Baptist Church, Etobicoke, 
ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

AUGUST 21–27, 2021
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Glendon 
Thompson (pastor, Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church)
Evening theme: TBD
Be sure to make “The 
Carey” part of your plans 
for summer 2021.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS 
KNOW. EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

| WORD matters

TEXT DRIVEN 
PREACHING

BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› Someone who visited our 
church commented that we were a “word church”— 
as if we were some quaint museum with relics 
from the past that are no longer relevant for today. 
But is the Word of God simply an outdated relic or 
is it still living and active?

When writing to the Colossian Christians, Paul wanted them to 
know that neither legalism nor mysticism could empower them to 
live the Christian life, but that Christ is all and all that we need. 
The way we live the Christian life is through the Word of Christ. 
That includes the words that point to Christ in the Old Testament, 
the words of Christ in the Gospels and the words that explain 
Christ in the New Testament letters. The Word of Christ not only 
comprises the doctrine that is the foundation of our faith, but it 
should dwell richly in us and in those we teach. 

Paul answers why the text of Scripture should drive not only 
our preaching from the pulpit but also personal conversations. In 
Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.”

1. Churches should be text driven 
because the text is the authoritative 
Word of Christ. 
It is not a suggestion or good advice but a 
command to let the Word of Christ dwell 
in us and to teach one another with his 
Word. Satan’s attempt has been to ques-
tion and deny the authority of God’s Word 

since the Garden of Eden. But all Scripture is God-breathed and is 
to be proclaimed as God’s Word from the pulpit and to one another. 
It is the final authority for what we believe and how we live.

2. Churches should be text driven because Christ has spoken 
clearly in his Word. 
The Colossian heresy taught that truth is esoteric and could only 
be understood by those with secret knowledge. Today, the Emergent 
Movement minimalizes the authority of Scripture by questioning 
whether we can really understand what it means. Although there 
are parts of the Bible that are more difficult to understand, the 
Bible is crystal clear about the way of salvation and how we are to 
live to please God.

3. Churches should be text driven because the Word of Christ 
is sufficient for all we need. 
The Colossian heresy taught that you need Christ plus secret 
knowledge to live the Christian life. Many pulpits today have 
supplemented the Bible with the latest religious fads and trends. 
But it is the Word of Christ that is to be proclaimed, for he alone is 
sufficient to equip us for all we need in the Christian life.

The church does not need to reinvent itself. Because God’s Word 
is eternal, relevant and has the power to save and change lives. We 
simply need to be faithful to proclaim and live his Word. 

The Word of 
Christ is the 
final authority 
for what we 
believe and 
how we live.
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around the world today. Even more, it is 
certainly not a view that is found frequently 
throughout history or in more traditional 
societies. We need to understand that 
there are unique cultural and technological 
factors today that have changed the 
perceived utility of the elderly. While 
many cultures view the elderly  as assets, 
more and more Western cultures consider 
the elderly as drains on economic and 
medical resources. Such a perspective is 
often cited when it comes to supporting 
arguments for physician-assisted suicide. 

Admittedly, the following observations 
will over-simplify some complex realities, 
but there are some common factors that 
we need to understand if we are to deter-
mine how best to care for the elderly at the 
end of their lives. One factor often cited as 
a blessing, but which brings with it certain 
liabilities is the ever-increasing lifespan. 
We now have medical technology that can 
keep people with serious health conditions 
and frailties alive for years. Another factor 
is the pace and change of technology. 
Today our culture accepts the idea that 
anything new is by definition an improve-
ment. This perspective on change immedi-
ately puts anything older at an evaluative 
disadvantage. A third factor is that wisdom 
and knowledge have been reduced to data 

and information. This can be particularly 
detrimental to our relationships with the 
elderly. One of the reasons the elderly can 
sometimes feel “set aside” in long-term 
care facilities is they are no longer seen or 
valued as being repositories of wisdom and 
knowledge. In many traditional societies, 
the elderly are considered essential for 
survival because they have lived-experi-
ence of the most diverse and challenging 
kinds. To provide an example: if an area 
experiences tremendous drought and 
famine every 30 or 40 years, only the 
oldest members of society would have 
lived through such things and have the 
personal know-how to tell people how to 
survive. The elderly are also the historians 
and guardians of cultural knowledge. 
Today, data is available anywhere, and 
anyone with a phone can access more 
information than any human being can 
ever read, let alone assimilate and under-
stand. Where cultural attitudes toward the 
elderly shift, we need to remind ourselves 
that cultural norms are relative: it is only 
in Scripture that we find the deepest 
reasons for why we need to take caring for 
the elderly—and everyone else—seriously.

The Bible’s perspective on the value of 
age is massively counter-cultural. We are to 
respect and honour our elders. The book of 
Proverbs is written from the perspective of 
a wise sage teaching a young man. There is 
much practical, observational and relation-
al teaching that is necessarily intergenera-
tional. Younger people ought to learn from 
the wisdom gained by older generations so 
they don’t make the same mistakes or so they 
can have more well-rounded perspectives. 
The dignity of all people is not tied to their 
age or function but to the fact that every 
human being is made in the image of God. 

Part of the issue with the outrage over 
long-term care conditions is that it is 
general, and most people will not be able 
to contribute to the structural solutions. 
However, we all can play a part in loving 
our neighbour as ourselves. We can all do 
our best to prioritize meaningful relation-
ships and consciously look for ways in 
which we can help the most vulnerable. 
More actual good will be done through 
personal relationships than through all of 
the institutional planning that will come 
out of the long-term care crisis. 

The Bible’s perspective  
on the value of age is 
massively counter-cultural.

| culture COMMENT 

BY DANIELLE GIGNAC ›› 
Across the whole of society 
there are discussions taking 
place about the conditions 
of Canada’s long-term care 
facilities. Although no one 

knows the lasting effects of COVID-19, it 
does seem there is serious attention being 
paid to fixing and improving Canadian 
nursing and retirement homes. However, it 
is not enough to re-envision the spaces of 
residences, solitary vs. communal bathrooms, 
sickness outbreak protocols, sanitation pro-
cedures or private vs. shared rooms. The 
issue is not merely about physical buildings 
and processes—it is about our vision of 
humanity—dignity, rights, lifecycles, health, 
aging and death. While there is work to be 
done on improving the material conditions 
in long-term care facilities, these changes 
need to be based on an understanding of 
human nature and value across all of life’s 
changing stages.

No matter how sterilized and stream-
lined the facility and services are for 
disease prevention, elderly residents—like 
all people—have psychological needs as 
well. During the pandemic lockdown, 
people have recognized the serious chal-
lenges to the mental health of residents. 
Whatever solutions are implemented to 
help prevent the spread of disease, we 
need to ensure that the whole person is 
cared for. Shifting from independence or a 
family setting to an institutional setting 
can be extremely disruptive to one’s psyche 
and sense of self. People may live longer in 
these settings, but they may also lose aspects 
of their identity. As they lose agency in their 
own life, their isolation and loneliness 
increases and the overall diversity of their 
life experiences radically decreases. Many 
familiar tasks, faces, spaces, sounds and 
sights can disappear, and all of these changes 
produce stress for people who are already 
struggling with various types of physical or 
mental decline. In other words, it is the 
most vulnerable people in society who are 
experiencing this type of total life change.

In order to begin to address the host of 
practical, economic, relational, medical 
and societal issues involved in renovating 
long-term care homes and practices, we 
need to recognize that our own culture’s 
view of the elderly is not shared universally 

A CRISIS IN LONG-TERM 
CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
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Read Genesis 32.

C an you think of an event 
in your life that was 
approaching inevitably, 
and which you dreaded. 
No, I don’t mean a visit to 
the dentist! Perhaps there 

was a family get-together planned that 
would include someone with whom you 
had a strained relationship for years. How 
would it turn out? Would the person still 
show hostility?

Jacob was returning home after twenty 
years with Uncle Laban. He originally left 
home because his brother Esau was angry 
with him. Jacob had cheated Esau of both 
the birthright and his father’s special bless-
ing, and Esau hinted to others that he 
would kill his brother. So Jacob had fled. 
Now, the Lord told him to go home—and 
promised to be with him. 

Jacob was now a very different man from 
the one who had cheated his brother. God 
had met him at Bethel: he had seen the 
vision of angels on the ladder (Genesis 
28:10–22) and had been living for the Lord 
since then. However, when the Lord told 
Jacob to go home there were two major 
obstacles. One was Laban, who had given 
him his two wives, and from whose cattle 
Jacob had become wealthy. That problem 
was solved by the Lord himself (Genesis 
31:22–24). The second was his brother. 
How would Esau receive him? Would he 
still be mad at him? Jacob sends a message 
to his brother (32:3–5). The result was not 
very encouraging (32:6). Esau was on his 
way to meet him with 400 men—not the 
typical way to greet a long-lost brother! 
There can be little doubt that Esau meant 
to settle the old score.

Jacob was terrified. What could he do? 
He does two things: he takes practical steps 
to alleviate the situation. His group was 
quite large with at least 12 children, servants 
and many livestock with their attendants. 
He divides them into two, presumably 
separating them by some distance. If one 
group was attacked, the other should be 
able to escape (32:7–8). He also sent several 
groups of animals as a present to appease 
Esau (32:13–18). Then he prays. 

There are some good lessons for us in 
this passage. Whatever trials or difficulties 
we face, we ought to follow Jacob’s example.

1. THERE ARE OFTEN PRACTICAL 
STEPS WE CAN TAKE
If we are sick, then we should seek medical 
help. We are blessed with an excellent 
health system. There are doctors, hospitals, 
drug stores.

If we are facing a difficult personal situa-
tion, we could write to the person or offer 
to take them for a coffee. We might even 
seek to appease them, as Jacob did his 
brother. We once had a situation where 
our neighbours were annoyed with us after 
some minor incident. My wife brought 
them some baking, and it improved the 
relationship.

2. WE CAN AND MUST PRAY
Both these steps are vital. Imagine two 
households: both have a sick baby with a 
high fever. One calls the doctor, sponges 
the child with cold water and administers 
any medicine that is prescribed. The other 
is convinced that only God can help, so 
they pray but do not seek any medical help. 
Who is right? Neither is totally right. The 
first family did all they could but never 
thought of calling upon God. The other 
knew that God is in control of all things, 
but did not face the fact that God uses 
means. Action without prayer is presumption. 
Prayer without action is unbelief.

We can learn much from Jacob’s prayer.

(a) He came as an unworthy petitioner.
See verse 10. Jacob was unworthy of all 
God’s blessings, past and future. When we 
seek the Lord, we need to come with rever-
ence, faith and joy, but nothing is more im-
portant than humility. We are coming to 
an almighty God, the Creator and 

Sustainer of life. And who are we? Dust 
and ashes. Sinful creatures. We don’t de-
serve the least of God’s mercies, yet he has 
saved us and we may come to him in pray-
er. What amazing grace! Let’s make sure 
we come to him humbly (see Isaiah 66:2).

(b) He came with a specific request.
See verse 11. Jacob prays for deliverance. 
Sometimes our prayers are so general that 
we don’t ask for anything. I once heard some-
one pray for the salvation of all the elect! 
Sometimes at prayer meeting, specific 
needs of missionaries are presented, only 
to have someone pray vaguely for the work 
of all the missionaries. That might be appro-
priate tagged on to the end of specific 
prayers, but we do need to be definite. Jacob 
was in danger from Esau, and he asks the 
Lord to help in that situation. It is easy when 
we get up to pray that the Lord would 

“bless us today.” Before we go to work, we 
can pray that the Lord would enable us to 
do our jobs with diligence and success. We 
can pray for grace to be gracious in our 
conduct and for opportunities for witness. 

(c) He came mindful of former mercies.
See verse 10. Jacob is saying, “Lord, you 
have helped me in the past; surely I can 
count on you for the future.” That is a line 
of reasoning we often find in the Psalms 
(i.e., Psalm 77:7–12.).

(d) He came confident of God’s promises.
Here is Jacob’s crowning argument. God 
told him to return, and promised to be 
with him (32:9). If he was with him, surely 
he would protect him from his brother, 
otherwise he wouldn’t even arrive home. 
He also pleads the promise he had received 
at Bethel twenty years earlier. God had 
said that Jacob’s offspring would be numer-
ous, and that from his offspring would 
come universal blessing (Genesis 28:13–
15). A massacre by Esau would hardly fulfil 
that promise. May God help us to know 
and claim his promises.

God was gracious and answered Jacob’s 
prayers. Esau’s heart was changed and the 
meeting was a joyful one. How wonderful 
to have confidence that God hears our pray-
ers and answers them! May the Lord give us 
wisdom and persistence in our prayer life, 
especially as we face difficulties. 

Practical help from the life of Jacob  BY ROGER FELLOWS

FACING DIFFICULTIES
SPOTLIGHT
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COVER STORY

O n Pentecost, that pivotal 
day recorded for us in 
Acts 2, the apostle Peter 
stood up in the middle of 
a large crowd and 

declared in no uncertain terms that the 
prophecies of Joel were coming true as the 
church was inaugurated. He explained that 
the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on all 
believers—young and old, men and 
women, regardless of status, was exactly 
what the Lord had revealed centuries 
before. They were now living in the time of 
fruition. Peter reiterated that the Day of 
the Lord, so powerfully anticipated by the 
prophets, was dawning on them, and the 
chief event in the history of redemption 
was the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, which had happened just weeks 
before. Through this all-important event, 
forgiveness was available to all who would 
call on the name of the Lord (Acts 2:21; cf. 
Joel 2:32). 

Jesus himself, in that crucial conversa-
tion with two of his disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, gave us all the warrant we 
need to find him in the Old Testament 

Scriptures. Luke 24:27 tells us that Jesus, 
“beginning with Moses and all the Prophets 
…interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself.” Pastors 
and theologians throughout history have 
ached to trade places with those two. 

But how could this be true? How could 
400-year-old prophecies concern a thirty-
year-old man? The answer is precisely 
because we serve a God who not only knows 
what is going to happen, but is the One 
who makes it happen. As a result, the Old 
Testament Scriptures are peppered with 
references to a coming Messiah, a coming 
Redeemer; an expected Prophet, King, 
Priest, Holy One, shoot of Jesse, a greater 
David; one who would crush the serpent’s 
head; the sacrificial Lamb, a suffering 
Servant; a deliverer; the wisdom, power, 
image and fullness of God himself!

The revelation of God from the Fall 
through the return of the Israelites from 
exile, foreshadowed, typified and symbol-
ized the coming of the Redeemer-King 
who would lead his people from their help-
less condition out of their bondage and 
captivity to sin. 

Peter, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
clearly saw Christ in the Old Testament. 
Christians, as a result, have a firm warrant 
for finding Christ in the Old Testament. 
Preaching applications are therefore valid 
when we move from an Old Testament 
prophecy to an application to Christ.

The sheer size of the Old Testament 
makes an overview impossible in the 
remaining space. So for the purposes of 
this article, I would like to confine our 
scope to the Minor Prophets. One natural 
danger as we read the minor prophets (or 
any Old Testament text, for that matter) is 
to make the jump immediately to Christ 
and ignore the context of the passage. The 
opposite danger exists as well: to assume 

FINDING CHRIST 
IN THE MINOR 
PROPHETS
The key to understanding both the person and 
the work of Christ is to study how he is gradually 
revealed by type, shadow and prophecy in the 
Old Testament. Here, we consider the revelation 
of Christ in the Minor Prophets.
BY DANIEL MORDEN
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that in the absence of a clear word of 
prophecy, Christ is not there. Even when 
an explicit reference to a single individual 
is not made, the events, symbols and offices 
foreseen by the prophets find their fullest 
meaning and explanation in and through 
Christ. It is in these two senses that we speak 
of “seeing Christ in the Old Testament.” In 
fact, a point not often thought about is that 
the New Testament witness of the person 
and work of Christ is comprehensible only 
because of the preparatory work of the 
prophets. C.A. Evans writes, “Apart from 
the Old Testament, the New Testament 
would make little sense.” 

Perhaps part of the reason the Minor 
Prophets are often passed over is that they 

do not seem to have much application for 
people in our culture or circumstances. 
They were, after all, written to an audience 
long gone, in a country on the other side of 
the world. How could they possibly hold 
meaning for us?

I would like to begin by encouraging 
you—take heart! You are in good company! 
Even the inimitable reformer Martin Luther 
famously said, 

It has been most confusing in the past 
to hear the prophets speak of the 
Jewish kingdom and then to break off 
so abruptly and intersperse remarks 
about Christ. Everybody who is not 
familiar with their method regards 
that as an odd way of doing things, and 
he supposes that they observe no order 
but ramble along from one subject to 
another…. It is indeed very irritating 
to read a book that observes no order, 
in which statements are so disconnect-
ed that they do not fit together and 
therefore lack proper coherence.

Lest we accuse him of not being a very 
good expositor, however, Luther explains 

The Old Testament 
Scriptures are peppered 
with references to a 
coming Messiah, a 
coming Redeemer.
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that the fault is not with the text, but the 
reader:

But it is we who were at fault; we did 
not understand the speech, and we 
were not acquainted with the method 
of the prophets. For it cannot be 
otherwise: the Holy Spirit is wise, and 
he also makes his prophets wise.… 
But to him who does not hear well or 
is not sufficiently conversant with a 
language, to him a speech may seem 
faulty because he hears or under-
stands hardly half of the words. That 
has been our experience to date with 
Scripture.

But despite his (and our) confusion, Luther 
still maintains the position that the Minor 
Prophets do indeed speak of Christ. It is 
to these twelve often-overlooked books 
that I would like to turn our attention.

Graeme Goldsworthy reminds us of the 
three main ingredients of the prophets’ 
respective messages: (1) They address the 
covenant breaking of the people; (2) they 
warn of the consequences of this folly; and 
(3) they remind people of the covenant 
faithfulness of God. He continues,

God will yet act in some conclusive 
say to bring about his purposes. These 
oracles of restoration are the linchpin 
of Old Testament eschatology. They 
take the patterns of salvation history 
established in the period from Abraham 
to David and project them into a future 
of unparalleled glory and splendour 
when God will act on his great day to 
save his people. On that day the nations 
of the earth will see the light of Israel, 
and out of them will come a multitude 
to find salvation through the blessings 
of Israel.

What follows now will simply be a taste 
of how this is accomplished: One or two 
short passages from each of the Minor 
Prophets will be briefly looked at as an 
example of lines we can draw to Christ 
from this beautiful genre of Scripture.

THE BRIEFEST OF 
OVERVIEWS
HOSEA
In addressing unfaithful Israel, Hosea 
brings out their covenant Lord’s undying 
loyalty to them. Despite his chastisement 
over their idolatry, God will yet restore. 
Matthew, in the first chapter of his Gospel, 
draws a connection between the Exodus 

recalled in Hosea 11:1 and that of the re-
turn of Jesus to Israel from Egypt after 
Herod died. In doing so, Matthew serves to 
illustrate Jesus’ identity as the Son of God 
in the same but heightened manner that 
Israel as a nation was also the son of God 
(cf. Exodus 4:22). 

The picture of the church as the bride of 
Christ finds a close parallel in Hosea. The 
Lord will lavish his love on Israel, his puri-
fied bride, and she will be characterized by 
eternal righteousness, justice, steadfast love, 
mercy and faithfulness (cf. Hosea 2:16–
23). It is clear from a reading of the entire 
Scriptures that this can only describe those 
whose hearts have been cleansed and 
changed. Paul cites this passage in Romans 

9:25–26, where he argues in support of the 
inclusion of the Gentiles into the promises 
of God through Christ.

JOEL 
In addition to the text used by Peter on the 
day of Pentecost which foretells the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the church, 
there is another passage which leads us dir-
ectly to Christ. In Joel 2:12–13, he stresses a 
heartfelt repentance, or turning to the 
Lord, precisely for the reason that the Lord 
is gracious and abounding in steadfast love, 
and he hears those who rend their hearts, 
not just their garments. In fact, a few verses 
later, it becomes clear: all who call on the 
name of the Lord will be saved (2:32). This 
is why when the people asked him, “What 
shall we do?” Peter’s knee-jerk reaction is to 
immediately call for their repentance. He 
knew that forgiveness is open to all who 
call on the name of the Lord: not only sorry 
for crucifying the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
pleading for forgiveness. Remission would 
then, as prophesied, speedily be forthcom-
ing through Christ.

AMOS
Near the end of Amos’ denunciations of 
the nations for their wanton rebellion and 
cruelty, as well as Israel and Judah for 
covenant-breaking lawlessness, the Lord 
says that he will “raise up the booth of 
David that is fallen and repair its breaches, 
and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in 
the days of old.” He also refers to the na-
tions “who are called by my name” (Amos 
9:11–12). Here we have allusions to the 
Davidic covenant, which was fulfilled 

perfectly in the person of Jesus Christ, 
David’s greater Son and David’s Lord—it is 
he who will inhabit the throne forever as 
King of kings and Lord of Lords. In verse 
12, there is a reference to fulfilling the 
covenant with Abraham wherein all na-
tions of the world would be blessed in and 
through his seed—the epitome of which is 
none other than our Lord Jesus Christ (cf. 
Galatians 3:16). 

OBADIAH 
Obadiah is, on the surface, a vision from 
the Lord against Edom. But as it continues, 
the scope widens, and in light of the New 
Testament, we can understand it as a pic-
ture of God’s retributive justice against 
all who will raise themselves against him. 
In the end, restoration will come (Obadiah 
15–21) and the kingdom will be the Lord’s 
(21). This casts us far forward into Revela-
tion 11 where we read of a multitude prais-
ing Christ, saying, “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever 
and ever” (Revelation 11:15).

JONAH
Jonah is a story about the mercy of God to 
people who did not deserve his mercy (the 
prophet included). God certainly has a 
people for himself, but they are not all in 
one country. They do not all speak one lan-
guage. They do not all have the same col-
our of skin. They do not descend from one 
part of the earth. God is raising up a people 
from every tribe and tongue and nation, 
who are as numerous as the stars in the sky 
to serve him around his throne, in fulfil-
ment of the covenant with Abraham.

This is all because salvation belongs to 
our God (Jonah 2:9; cf. Revelation 7:10)! 
It is not our decision who is rescued from 
wrath. It’s not our call who ends up in 
heaven. It is those whom God predestines 
who are eventually glorified (cf. Romans 
8:30). God is merciful to those who do 
not deserve his mercy in Christ. The book 
of Jonah shows us the picture of a very 
weak and inadequate vessel whom God 
was still able to use for his glory. 

MICAH 
Micah has the privilege of containing the 
very location and tribal identification of 
the eternal King-Messiah (Micah 5:2), 
which is a direct prophecy about the birth 
of Jesus. 

Micah 7:18–20 holds a song of praise to 
the incomparable God who pardons 
iniquity. He is not a God who forgets sins, 
or sweeps them under the rug, or pretends 
they don’t exist—he pardons them. He 

The picture of the church 
as the bride of Christ 
finds a close parallel in 
Hosea.
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passes over the transgressions of the 
remnant of his heritage—not all, but the 
remnant. This brings to mind the Passover, 
and the greatest sacrifice—that of Christ 
on the cross—which pays for the sins of all 
his remnant. God will have compassion on 
us in Christ. He will deal with our sins 
finally—cast them into the depths of the 
sea, never again to be brought against us.

We can see how this plays out in the 
New Testament: Christ pays for the sins of 
his own. Not for the sins of every person, 
although his work is effective enough to 
save millions of worlds. But he died for his 
special, chosen people.

NAHUM 
The message of Nahum is that God’s power 
and justice will ultimately conquer all evil: 
Assyria is God’s specific target in this 
prophetic book.

The Lord is a stronghold for those who 
take refuge in him (Nahum 1:7). He can 
handle any and all problems—after all, he 
has defeated powers far greater than 
Assyria. He grants to his own the ultimate 
deliverance and vindication. 

From the outset of the Old Testament, 
we learn that there is a great enemy of 
God’s people more rapacious and perni-
cious than Assyria: sin. Christ defeated sin 
at the cross and made a spectacle of it, 
shaming it (Colossians 2:15).

HABAKKUK  
Habakkuk 2:4 says, “the righteous shall live 
by his faith.” In its immediate context, this 
famous portion of Scripture is comparing 
the ultimate fates of the wicked and the 
righteous. The righteous will live, but the 
way of the wicked will perish (cf. Psalm 1:6). 

There is another application of course: 
the New Testament refers to this passage 
three times (Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; 
Hebrews 10:38). It is clear in these verses 
that the writers, speaking about the new 
covenant, understand it is not by works 
that humankind is saved, but rather by 
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
our faith in God that allows us to escape 
the wrath to come. We do not have to earn 
our salvation; we cannot earn it. We will 
live by faith.

ZEPHANIAH 
Sections of the book of Zephaniah de-
scribe the Lord’s horrifying wrath against 
sin (Zephaniah 1:14–18). Peter picks up on 
many of these depictions and asks what 
manner of people we ought to be if this is 
our destiny (2 Peter 3:11). If the Lord is 
going to bring this to pass, believers ought 
to be holy and godly—anticipating the end 

of our salvation, but also looking for a new 
heavens and earth where righteousness 
dwells. The punishment of God’s wrath 
fell on Judah and Jerusalem, but on an 
even more severe occasion—on the 
cross—the full justice of God crushed his 
own Son as he hung there in our place, 
bearing the fury of God for sins that you 
and I have committed.

HAGGAI 
In Haggai 2, God states quite clearly that 
the post-exilic temple being constructed is 
nothing in comparison to the temple Solo-
mon built. But instead of chastizing them 
for not building a massive, grandiose build-
ing, he comforts them. He reminds them in 
verses 4 and 5 that he is with them and his 
Spirit remains in their midst. It’s important 
to note that this is because God is keeping 
his covenant. But he also fortifies them with 
the promise that the glory of the latter tem-
ple will be greater than that of the former.

God says he will once more “shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the 
dry land,” and he “will fill this house with 
glory” and the “desire of all nations shall 
come” (2:5–9). God will invest this new 
temple with more glory and worth than 
Solomon’s temple.

It’s hard not to think of Jesus’ words in that 
he is greater than Solomon (Luke 11:31). It’s 
also hard not to think of the careful links 
drawn between Jesus and the temple (John 
1:14; 2:13–22). When God says he will invest 
this new temple with greater glory than 
Solomon’s temple, and that he will fill this 
house with glory, it’s hard not to see that this 
points forward to Christ.

ZECHARIAH 
Amid the wide-ranging prophetic imagery 
found in the prophecy of Zechariah are two 
overarching themes, common in the minor 
prophets: God’s sovereign judgement and 
his gracious restoration. Through passages 
like Zechariah 9:9–10, we see that even 
after judgement, Israel’s God still had a 
plan for them. He would raise up a king for 
them, one who would be just, and would 
would have salvation. None of their kings 

could ever be described in this way. In 
chapter 12, this king would be the none 
other than the Lord himself. Though the 
people would pierce him, reject him and 
kill him, he will still remain the victorious 
King of the whole earth. Matthew and John 
both quote from this passage during Jesus’ 
triumphal entry showing its great fulfil-
ment in Christ.

MALACHI 
The prophet Malachi encouraged and 
exhorted a jaded and dispirited people. 
The Lord says that though his promises 
might seem to have fallen by the wayside 
(cf. 2 Peter 3:9), he still had their best in-
terests in mind. They still needed to wor-
ship him properly (cf. John 4:23–24). 

Malachi also foresees that “Elijah” would 
come before the Messiah (Malachi 4:5). 
The New Testament identified John the 
Baptist with this figure—the one who 
prepared the way for the Lord Jesus. It was 
Jesus who would bring true and utter 
purification, and at that point, would truly 
have people who would bring offerings 
acceptable to the Lord (3:1–4)—acceptable 
not because of the time or location of their 
offering, but because of Christ’s perfect, 
unblemished, sinless sacrifice for their sins 
offered on the cross.

CONCLUSION
What glory awaits the believer! The antici-
pation of a day when all will be revealed, 
when the redeemed of the Lord will under-
stand precisely what has been obscured 
and when we will finally comprehend what 
we have been overlooking in the Scriptures. 

Do not avoid the Minor Prophets—read 
them and see the glory and majesty of 
Christ reflected in them. Feel the warmth 
of a loving and welcoming Saviour. See the 
ugliness of sin and the unfading beauty of 
Christ’s sufficient sacrifice. See the judge-
ment to come and the pardon which is 
freely offered. See our infidelity and the 
grace of our God! 

Pastor Daniel Morden is music director at  
Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, ON.
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BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› In his tract On the 
three days, the Augustinian theologian Hugh of St. 
Victor (c.1096–1141) pursued an investigation 
firmly founded on the Pauline dictum of Romans 
1:20 that through the visible things of creation the 
invisible Creator can be discerned to some degree. 

The beauty of colour, for instance, bespeaks a beautiful Creator: 
“the ruby-red roses, dazzlingly white lilies, the purple violets, in all 
of which not only their beauty but also their origin is marvellous—
for how does God’s wisdom produce such beauty from the dust of 
the earth?” But, Hugh continued, “green is the most beautiful 
colour of all” for it represents both new life in nature and the 
resurrection of the dead. 

Living in a world quite different from that of Hugh’s twelfth-
century Parisian Abbey of St. Victor, the New England divine of 
the eighteenth century, Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758), was 
nevertheless a kindred spirit, for he too regarded the natural 
beauty of the world as reflective of the triune Creator’s beauty. 
Similar to Hugh of St. Victor, Edwards was convinced that

the easiness and naturalness of trees and vines [are] shadows 
of [God’s] infinite beauty and loveliness; the crystal rivers and 
murmuring streams have the footsteps of his sweet grace and 
bounty. When we behold the light and brightness of the sun, 
the golden edges of an evening cloud, or the beauteous bow, 
we behold the adumbrations of his glory and goodness; and 
the blue skies, of his mildness and gentleness. There are also 
many things wherein we may behold his awful majesty: in the 
sun in his strength, in comets, in thunder, in the towering 
thunder clouds, in ragged rocks and the brows of mountains. 
That beauteous light with which the world is filled in a clear 
day is a lively shadow of his spotless holiness and happiness, 
and delight in communicating himself.

And like Hugh, Edwards was also certain that the colour green 
was the “most pleasing” and loveliest of colours:

This color is a most fit emblem of divine grace; it is a very 
lively color, not so dull as blue or purple, and yet most easy to 

JONATHAN EDWARDS ON THE 
TYPOLOGY OF GREEN

the sight, more easy than the more fiery colors of yellow and 
red. It is the color of all the grass, herbs, and trees, and growth 
of the earth, and therefore fitly denotes life, flourishing, pros-
perity, and happiness, which are often in Scripture compared 
to the green and flourishing growth of the earth. As the benign 
influence of the sun on the face of the earth is shown by this 
color above all others, so is the grace, and benign influence, 

and communication of God fitly 
represented by this color. This 
color is the color of joy and glad-
ness. The fields are said to shout 
for joy, and also to sing, by their 

appearing in a cheerful green. As the color red is made use of 
to signify God’s revenging justice, in Zechariah 1:8 and else-
where, so is green the emblem of divine grace.

As is evident from this text, Edwards was part of a line of thought 
about green that went back to an ancient author like Pliny the 
Elder (a.d. 23/24–79), who was assured that “the mellow green” of 
emeralds, the greenest of all greens, was so soothing to the eyes 
that it removed fatigue. Edwards’ assignment of green as “a most 
fit emblem of divine grace,” however, was based on weightier 
considerations than this line of folklore. 

For Edwards, green is “a most fit emblem of divine grace” because, 
being found in grassy meadows and trees and all things verdant, it 

“denotes life, flourishing, prosperity, and happiness.” And just as 
the sun is vital to this green-filled life, so the grace of God is 
essential for true life, genuine human flourishing and eternal 
happiness and joy.

If all of this seems quite fanciful, remember who is writing these 
things—the greatest theologian of American history. Moreover, do 
such things seem fanciful because we are out of touch with God’s 
presence in the world of nature? And have we lost the ability to see 
God in that world because the world we inhabit is filled with digital 
screens and social media? 

Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin is a historian, author and professor of church 
history and biblical spirituality at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

“ [Green is] a most 
fit emblem of 
divine grace.”
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GENTLE AND LOWLY
The Heart of Christ for Sinners and 
Sufferers
BY DANE ORTLUND
Crossway (2020); 224 pgs
ISBN 978-1433566134

Gentle and Lowly is probably 
one of the best books I have 
read in years. Dane Ortlund 
takes the reader on a journey 
toward understanding Christ’s 
heart more deeply—and more 
biblically. It is a journey with 
rich views and sweeping vistas 
that will awaken and stir your 
soul to the wonder of who 
Christ is and the way his heart 
is inclined toward his people.

Drenched in the Puritans, 
Ortlund’s exposition centres on 
exploring who is Christ really? 
What is most natural to him? 
What is his heart? “The Chris-
tian life is a lifelong shedding 
of tepid thoughts of the goodness 
of God. In his justice, God is 
exacting; in his mercy, God is 
overflowing.… he is rich in 
mercy. Mercy is who he is” (172).

Ortlund opens up a biblical 
text in each chapter, and with 
pastoral gentleness (and hefty 
insights from Richard Sibbes, 
Thomas Goodwin, John Newton 
and others) brings light to the 
reality of Christ’s persistently 
compassionate and tender heart. 

“It is the sum of Christ’s heart, 
not the clouds of my sins, that 
now defines me” (187). This is 
not a sentimental trek but a 
soul-deepening panorama of the 
heart of Christ!—JANICE VAN ECK

KINGDOM COME
The Amillennial Alternative
BY SAM STORMS
Christian Focus (2015); 592 pgs
ISBN 978-1781911327

Eschatology (the biblical study 
of last things) is both one of 
the most fascinating and most 
frustrating pursuits for any ser-
ious student of the Word of 
God. A significant contribu-
tion to the frustration is that 
good and godly Christians hold 
to a variety of positions on this 
very important subject.

Author Sam Storms has 
pastored in Oklahoma for over 
twenty-five years and is a 
prolific writer. In Kingdom Come, 
he has tackled this controver-
sial topic with grace, humility, 
careful exegesis and clear 
reasoning. Storms does two 
things very well. First, he deals 
in a thorough, exegetical manner 
with all the relevant scriptures 
in both the Old and New Testa-
ments. Second, he deals in a 
thorough and fair way with 
Dispensationalism, Premillen-
nialism, Preterism and Post-
millennialism. He is gracious 
and humble, while having 
penetrating insights into the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
each position.

This is the finest book I’ve 
ever read on Amillennialism— 
a real classic. It is an excellent 
reference for every pastor and 
keen student of God’s Word, 
whatever their eschatology may 
be.—DON THEOBALD

THE AMERICAN PURITANS
BY DUSTIN W. BENGE AND  
NATE PICKOWICZ 
Reformation Heritage (2020); 224 pgs
ISBN 978-1601787736

As fascinating as American 
history has been since 1776, The 
American Puritans is a wonder-
ful introduction to the founding 
of America before it became a 
nation. It starts with a very 
helpful timeline spanning 200 
years (1534–1728) and a concise 
survey of the political and reli-
gious landscape of England 
from 1534 to 1620—grounding 
the reader in the historical 
context of the times.

What follows are nine 
wonderfully written biograph-
ies of godly saints who loved 
their Saviour with all of their 
being. The story of the settling 
of the colonies, which would 
become New England, is told 
through the lives of civil 
administrators such as William 
Bradford and John Winthrop, 
pastor/preachers such as John 
Cotton and Thomas Shepherd, 
a housewife/poet (Anne Brad-
street) and a pastor/missionary 
(John Eliot).

Benge and Pickowicz deal 
honestly with these believers—
the circumstances and situations 
of these folk are far from ideal, 
and hardships and heartaches 
are faithfully recounted. This 
book will leave you in awe of the 
God of history and of his church 

—the God who saves and keeps 
his people.—DON THEOBALD

JUDGES
Such A Great Salvation
BY DALE RALPH DAVIS
Christian Focus (2015); 240 pgs
ISBN 978-1845501389

I was well into my pastoral 
ministry before I tackled teach-
ing the book of Judges. Good 
commentaries were hard to 
come by. During this Covid 
season, I discovered Dale Ralph 
Davis’ reprint of his excellent 
study on this strange period in 
Old Testament biblical history.

Davis has been both a pastor 
and a professor in the course of 
his long and fruitful ministry. 
It is amazing how much truth 
Davis has gleaned from the 21 
chapters of Judges and packed 
into the pages of his book. 

I don’t know where to start 
on why I highly and excitedly 
recommend this book to God’s 
people at large. First of all, it is 
fun to read—a real page turner! 
The author has an infectious, 
yet insightful sense of humour 
making every chapter alive, 
interesting and edifying.

But even more important, 
Judges is honest about sin, about 
Israel’s sin, about my sin. And 
Judges is hopeful, because it is 
about the God who graciously 
pursues sinners even when 
they don’t want him.

This is a great book—great 
theology, great gospel! Each 
chapter concludes with personal 
and penetrating questions. Self 
isolate, take up your Bible and 
read Judges.—DON THEOBALD
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› A Christian musician 
writes and performs a new song and posts it on 
YouTube. A blogger uploads a short piece about 
the Christian perspective on raising a family. A 
writer self-publishes a children’s book about faith 
and prayer. How do these Christian creators get their 

work into the hands of people who can benefit from their efforts? 
Do-it-yourself publicity has never been easier with free platforms 

like YouTube, Facebook and Instagram. However, our present age 
of obnoxious selfies and kitschy self-promotion campaigns has 
made it difficult for Christian artists, musicians and writers to 
promote their work without coming across as glory-seekers clam-
ouring for the spotlight. As the apostle Peter writes, Christians 
ought to clothe themselves “with humility toward one another, for 
God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble” 
(1 Peter 5:5). Promoting your work seems to fly in the face of a 
Christian’s call “to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). 
Some might say that Christian creators shouldn’t promote their 
work at all. C.S. Lewis observes, however, that “all art is made to 
face the audience.” What Lewis is arguing is that all forms of art—
whether visual art, poetry, music, drama, literature, etc.—are 
made ultimately for an audience to read, listen to or view. Art is by 
nature public; it has left the private sphere of the mind and has 
entered the world of others. Artists, musicians and writers create 
their work for people; they need an audience.

This is especially true for Christian artists, who desire to reach 
as many people as possible—not for their glory, but for the benefit 
of the audience they mean to serve. This is because Christian 
artists view their art as a way to love others by sharing the gifts 
endowed to them by God. But can’t artists create art that is never 
shared? It is true that not all art is publically displayed or publi-
cally available. A famous example of “private art” is the writings of 
American poet Emily Dickenson (1830–1886) Dickenson wrote 
over 1,000 private poems and only published a small handful in 
her lifetime. Writing a devotional poem for your own edification, 
or making music for your ears only, or decorating a personal space 
no one else visits…are still forms of art because you are the audi-
ence. However, if Christians view art as a means to serve and love 
others, Dickenson may be considered selfish for hoarding her 
amazing talent as a poet. Thankfully, her work was discovered and 
published after her death, ultimately helping to transform the 
American (and modern) poetic landscape.

Heart motives
So what about motives? What about vanity and seeking the praise of 
others? These are serious and weighty questions. No one—whether 
an artist, a baker or a candlestick maker—should seek self-worth 
from the praises of others or through the works he or she does. 
Works-based religion, people-pleasing and pride are grievous sins 
(Galatians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:4; Proverbs 29:25). The “public 
nature” of the arts certainly makes artists more prone to these sorts 
of sins. Nevertheless, these are heart sins and sanctification issues 
that need to be confessed and overcome by the Spirit working in us. 
If an artist is validated in Christ, seeks to glorify God by using the 
Lord’s bestowed gifts, and genuinely desires to love and serve others, 
then the artist should do the best work he or she can and seek to 
reach as many people as possible. Making or promoting one’s art 
isn’t the problem; doing so with wrong motives is the problem.

| the ARTS

THE ARTIST AND THE AUDIENCE

The English country parson and poet, George Herbert (1593–
1633), is an excellent example of a godly artist who approached his 
creative work with God-honouring motives. On his deathbed, he 
gave to a friend a manuscript of poems that he had written over 
the years. Herbert left it up to his friend to either publish or not 
publish the book. But Herbert’s reason for making his book avail-
able for an audience was not for an earthly legacy or to increase his 
fame. Instead, he hoped that his poems “may turn to the advantage 
of any dejected poor soul.” Such is the right attitude to one’s 
artwork! Herbert had no use for worldly ambitions. He under-
stood that “to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). 
Thankfully, his friend had the poems published and made widely 
available. The book, known as The Temple, begins with a whimsical 
address to Herbert’s readers:

Hearken unto a Verser, who may chance
Rhyme thee to good, and make a bait of pleasure:
    A verse may find him who a sermon flies        
    And turn delight into a sacrifice.

This country parson and preacher humbly suggests that verses 
from his book may, through the “bait of pleasure,” reach hearts and 
minds where a sermon may not. The hope is not merely to delight 
the reader but to “rhyme thee to good.” Many saints who have read 
Herbert’s The Temple testify to the good that it has done them. C.S. 
Lewis read and re-read the poetry of George Herbert throughout 
his life and counted The Temple among the most influential books 
on his life.

It is true that we live in the “selfie generation.” There is a lot of 
social media silliness out there. The sins of validation, idolatry, 
pride and people-pleasing are amplified. Christians are not immune, 
because Christians aren’t perfect (yet). Nevertheless, we shouldn’t 
discount artists for sharing their work online with friends or even 
the world. Artists not only need an audience, but also need feed-
back so that they can know whether what they are making is truly 
beautiful. They need to know whether their art resonates with the 
people they are serving. They also need to know how they can 
improve their craft.

Artists who want to serve and love people need to share and 
promote their work with humility and grace. Audiences need to 
serve and love artists by supporting them, promoting their work 
and providing the feedback they need. If we do, both audiences 
and artists alike will be faithfully stewarding the opportunities, 
resources and gifts given to us by God for his glory and for the 
building up of his church. 
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He determines the number of the stars;
    he gives to all of them their names (Psalm 147:4).

BY RACHEL THIBAULT ›› When you look up 
into the night sky, the hazy band that is visible 
to the naked eye is called the Milky Way. This is 
the known area of space that contains our 
solar system. It is the neighbourhood of space 
where we live. The Milky way is huge! The 

length across the spiral-shaped Milky Way is approximately 
100,000–150,000 light-years.

What is a light-year? “A light-year is a unit of distance. It is 
the distance that light can travel in one year. Light moves at a 
velocity of about 300,000 kilometres each second. So, in one 
year, it can travel about 10 trillion km” (https://starchild.gsfc.
nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions). To better understand this 
distance, the moon is on average 384,000 km away from the 
earth. Light then, can reach the moon in just over one second.

Compared with other galaxies, the Milky Way is medium in 
size. Within our galaxy, there are 200 to 400 billion stars. 
Other galaxies have trillions of stars. There are 200 billion 
known galaxies. If there are 200 billion known galaxies, and in 
those galaxies are billions to trillions of stars, how many stars 
exist? Innumerable!

In 1 Corinthians 15:41, Paul writes, “There is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars; for star differs from star in glory.” The Lord gives each 
of these differing stars a name! He is an all-powerful God!

Humans have been observing the night sky since the begin-
ning of time. Thousands of years before Jesus was born, Job 
replies to his questioning friends, 

He [God] is wise in heart and mighty in strength…who 
made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the chambers 
of the south; who does great things beyond searching 
out, and marvelous things beyond number (Job 9:4,9–10).

the kids PAGE |

DID YOU KNOW?

››  Johannes Kepler (1571–1630) was a 
famous Christian astronomer. 

››  Kepler discovered that planets move 
in elliptical (or non-circular) orbits 
around the Sun. He called these “celestial 
harmonies” that reflected God’s design for 
the universe.

››  read more about Kepler at:
https://answersingenesis.org/creation-scientists/profiles/
johannes-kepler/

GOD AND 
THE STARS

The Milky Way

Hundreds of years later, a humble shepherd and prophet 
from the southern kingdom of Judah, Amos, also observed 
the stars in the night sky:

He who made the Pleiades and Orion,
    and turns deep darkness into the morning
    and darkens the day into night,
who calls for the waters of the sea
    and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
the Lord is his name (Amos 5:8).
 
We know this universe was created by the Word of God’s 

mouth. We also know there will come a time when this 
universe will be destroyed. At the end of time,

the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory (Mark 13:24–26). 

If the stars are named and cared for by our great Creator, so 
much greater is his love for us that he sent his own Son for us. 
When the stars fall, may we be on our knees worshipping our 
Creator God. 

THE CHALLENGE

Make your 
own star clock
A planisphere or star clock is a 
tool that lets you tell time using 
the constellations. 

Use this web link to download a 
star clock. You can cut it out, put 
it together and then follow the instructions: 

https://skyandtelescope.org/wp-content/uploads/Star+Clock.pdf
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