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AUGUST 15–21, 2020
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Mark Webb
Evening theme: The book 
of Job
Please note: the dates 
have changed!  
Families, singles, couples! 
If you haven’t been to a 
Carey yet, be sure to 
make it part of your 
summer plans for 2020.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.
net

NOVEMBER 20–21, 2020
SGF ANNUAL GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY
Plan to join the SGF 
annual assembly where 
leaders and members 
from SGF churches 
gather for reports, 
worship, fellowship, 
prayer and business.
Held at Sovereign Grace 
Community Church, 
Sarnia, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING  
AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS 
KNOW. 

NEWSBYTES
+ Carey Conference 2020 cancelled
Braeside has had to cancel the 2020 Carey Conference because of provincial 
government and public health restrictions placed on private campgrounds for COVID-19.  
Like you, we were looking forward to a week of spiritual refreshment—especially this 
year with the challenges we’ve all faced with COVID-19. We certainly hope you’ll include 
next year’s Carey Conference in your plans.  In the providence of God, we hope to meet 
August 21–27, 2021, at Braeside. Pastor Glendon Thompson of Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church will be our plenary speaker DV. We look forward to renewing fellowship together 
again next year!—Harry Droogendyk

+ Redeemer Bible Church, Cambridge, ON
Pastor Charlie Ducharme resigned and completed his ministry at Redeemer at the end of 
May 2020. They thank the Lord for his ministry these past seven years. As the church 
seeks the Lord’s direction for the coming days, please pray with them for God to make 
his will and purposes known for this small church plant. They continue to meet at GBCs 
old building on Preston Parkway in Cambridge for the time being.—Janice Van Eck

CANCELLED

TRINITY REBUILDING: Trinity Baptist Church is thankful that reconstruction of their old building 
(demolished in the August 2017 fire) was restarted on May 20, after being halted at the beginning of 
April due to the COVID-19 shutdown. They expect construction to be completed in Fall 2020 DV.

| news & EVENTS
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God has visibly displayed 
to the world his sover-
eignty since December 
2019. In a very short 
time, COVID-19 has 
invaded every nation 

and shut down life as we know it. Every 
news station broadcasts the number of 
deaths each day. In May 2020, Dr. Tedros, 
the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization (WHO), stated that the 
world “has been humbled by this very 
small microbe.” COVID-19 is the first virus 
in 100 years to be both extremely conta-
gious and deadly. Therefore, we would be 
wise to learn from history.

LESSON 1 | Governments have a 
moral obligation to warn their 
citizens of life-threatening 
health issues
In Canada, the Spanish flu pandemic came 
in four waves from 1918 to 1920. The 
second wave, the deadliest of the four, ar-
rived in the fall of 1918 near the end of 
World War 1 (1914–1918). All the Allied 
leaders refused to acknowledge its exist-
ence. Instead, they wanted their people to 
continue working in the war effort. Since 
Spain was neutral, the Spanish media had 
no problem reporting the pandemic first. 
Thus, many falsely assumed the virus had 
originated in Spain. By refusing to acknow-
ledge this highly infectious and deadly 
sickness, approximately one third of the 
world’s population fell ill. Historians es-
timate that 20 to 50 million people died, 
including some 675,000 Americans and 
50,000 Canadians.

LESSON 2 | As soon as Adam and 
Eve rebelled against God, all 
humans became self-centred 
and insisted on controlling their 
own destinies
Nothing has changed since Adam and Eve 
rebelled against God in the Garden of 
Eden. They played the blame game: Adam 
blamed Eve, and Eve blamed Satan. In 
1918, at first people blamed Spain for the 
origin of the sickness. Afterward they tried 
unsuccessfully to pinpoint where it had 
started. Likewise today, many people blame 
the Chinese for COVID-19. As a result, 
some have committed hate crimes against 
Asians. Others search for answers to find 

out who else they may blame. 
In 1918, a well-defined class system 

existed in Toronto society. The rich upper-
class could afford healthcare, but they 
considered the poor lower-class expend-
able. Nevertheless, the upper class soon 
discovered that sickness and death knew 
no such boundaries. Similarly, no national-
ity or ethnic group can claim immunity 
against COVID-19. 

LESSON 3 | Be thankful for 
modern science and technology
Between the war and the pandemic in 1918, 
the life expectancy of a man dropped to 
36.6 years and a woman to 42.2. By the late 
nineteenth century, scientists like Louis 
Pasteur, had proven the existence of germs. 
They had even identified some bacteria. 
However, it wasn’t until the invention of 
the electron microscope in the 1930s that 
they could actually observe viruses. This 
meant that the only way to fight the pan-
demic of 1918 was to self-isolate the sick 
and practice social-distancing. 

Since the mid-nineteenth century, 
people had been using Morse code via tele-
graph to communicate with those far away. 
However, because of the war, the Canadian 
and American governments banned its use 
by private citizens. This spurred innova-
tion and the first wireless broadcasting 
occurred in Montreal in December 1919. 

“From that single station grew an industry 
that over the course of the next 12 years 
ushered in the modern era of mass 
communication. By 1922, there were 39 
radio stations in Canada” (Government of 
Canada website). Telephones existed in 
1918 but just as party lines (multiple users 
over one line), while newspapers provided 
the only sure means of informing the local 
community about the pandemic. 

Today, in contrast, the majority of people 
in Canada have access to the internet, tele-
vision and radio. We have easy access to 
private telephone lines and cellphones. 
Therefore, most of us are not as isolated or 
uninformed as we would have been 100 
years ago.

LESSON 4 | God cares about your 
heart attitude
As in any crisis, this has revealed the heart 
attitude of everyone, whether believer or 
unbeliever, both for good and for ill. In 
North America, the majority of people 
have experienced peace and prosperity 
their entire lives. As such, even believers 
can feel entitled to their comfort and se-
curity. How could anything bad happen to 
us? Many have been unsettled and on an 
emotional rollercoaster lately. Some fear 
the unknown; many the loss of employ-
ment. Where do our hearts find rest?

The Lord has been teaching me to be 
content in all circumstances. But it is diffi-
cult! May we never forget how much God 
proved his love for us when Jesus shed his 
precious blood for sinners! That thought 
should make us jump for joy. May the 
church remain a strong witness of God’s 
love during this difficult time, especially to 
those suffering. In a sermon recently on 
YouTube, my pastor Darren Johnson said, 

“God never promises we are going to come 
out of our cave.” Near the end of his sermon 
he quoted Ray Comfort: “He [God] never 
promised us a smooth ride, only a safe 
landing.”

Every time I turn on the news, I am 
constantly reminded of the reality of 
death. My heart cries out to God for those 
near death. May the Holy Spirit speak into 
the heart of some of those who are 
unbelievers. May they turn in repentance 
from their sin to faith in the Lord Jesus. 
Perhaps God is calling on some to be like 
the thief on the cross next to Jesus. To 
those who repent, God offers forgiveness 
of sins and assurance of everlasting life 
with God in the new heaven and the new 
earth. “I tell you, now is the time of God’s 
favor, now is the day of salvation” 
(2 Corinthians 6:2). There are no second 
chances after death. This pandemic is a 
wake-up call to humanity. Our God reigns! 
Thankfully, the only living God is a good 
and faithful Sovereign. 

God’s wake-up call to humanity
Lessons from history during a pandemic  BY HEATHER KENDALL

COMMENT
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| WORD matters

LET THE PEACE OF 
CHRIST RULE YOU

BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› Though I prefer to avoid 
controversy, I found myself in the middle of a 
debate sometime ago with a minister from another 
denomination over the conflict in the Middle East. 
It soon became apparent there would be no resolu-
tion to our differences, as we were on opposite 

ends of the spectrum. Trying to find some common ground, I 
stated that the only real solution to peace in the Middle East is the 
gospel of Christ to which the other minister replied, “Those are 
just words.” Really? Are they just words? 

When writing to the Christians at Colossae, Paul wanted them 
to know that neither legalism nor mysticism could empower them 
to live the Christian life, but that Christ is all and all that we need. 
A people who have taken off the old sinful nature and have put on 
Christ should be a people of peace. In the Bible, peace is not only 
the absence of war, but it also includes wholeness of being. Paul 
answers the question of how peace rules not only our inner being 
but our interpersonal relationships as well in Colossians 3:15, “Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be thankful.”

This rule of peace begins when we are at peace with God. Prior 
to this peace, we were at war with God in our sinful rebellion and 
he was at enmity with us because we had violated his holy charac-

ter. But as a result of our being 
justified through faith in Christ, 
the war is over—God is recon-
ciled to us through the blood of 
Christ, and we are reconciled to 
him as we submit to Christ 
through faith and repentance. 
Reconciliation not only involves 
individuals being in right rela-
tionship with God, but it also 
includes all creation being set 
right when Christ returns. 

Once we have peace with God, 
then the peace of God can rule 
in our hearts. Our fellowship 
with God can be clouded when 
anxiety and fear consume our 
hearts and minds, but when we 
submit our cares to God, the 
peace of God transcends our 

understanding and guards our hearts and minds. But the peace of 
Christ is not only to rule over our inner being, but it is to rule over 
our interpersonal relationships. God has called us not only to 
inner peace but also into a fellowship of peace with one another in 
the body of Christ. 

The gospel of peace involves words, but it is more than just 
words. It is the very power of God unto salvation for all who 
believe. This gospel comes not only in word but with power, with 
the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. This peace that has the 
power to rule in our hearts also has the power to rule over our 
relationships. Without Christ there is no peace, but to know Christ 
is to know peace. 

The peace of Christ is 
not only to rule over 
our inner being, but  
it is to rule over our 
interpersonal 
relationships. 
…a fellowship of peace 
with one another in the 
body of Christ. 

| the ARTS

THE ART OF 
ARCHITECTURE 

BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› Although the Word of 
God comes to us supremely through faithful preach-
ing and teaching, the Word also comes through 
symbolic means, like songs, music, art, architecture, 
poetry, public prayer, acts of service, liturgy and 
the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

People aren’t only ears sitting in pews; we’re also eyes that see, 
hands that touch and hearts that feel. People need to see the gospel 
as well as hear the gospel. In contemporary Christianity, one of the 
most commonly overlooked ways of seeing the Word is architecture. 

Symbolizing and reflecting the truth, beauty, and goodness of 
God is one of the key benefits of intentional architectural design. 
Medieval Christians, many of whom were illiterate, relied on 
“theology in stone” to present the Word through the art and archi-
tecture of basilicas and Gothic cathedrals. The awe and grandeur 
of God are still plainly evident when you walk into one of the great 
cathedrals of Europe or their Gothic Revival replicas in North 
America. The stained glass windows, paintings  and sculptures tell 
stories from the Bible and church history, as well as convey moral 
and biblical lessons to viewers. The acoustics, grandness and light-
ing stimulate feelings of wonder for God and a keen awareness of 
the smallness of humanity. Author Doug Jones remarks that “archi-
tecture entices humility.” With thick walls and narrow, coloured 
windows that filter and mute natural light, traditional church 
architecture also symbolizes both separation from the outside 
world and a sense of the sacred. 

Someone might argue that we don’t need church buildings. 
True. We also don’t “need” books, blogs, church picnics, seminaries, 
systematic theology, pianos, projectors, pews or pulpits… but they 
are helpful, and the Lord uses these valuable (though unnecessary) 
tools to accomplish his purposes. Someone may also be concerned 
that aesthetically evoked emotions will serve as a substitute for an 
authentic relationship with God. Sadly, in some cases, this may be 
true. But a hammer can be a tool as well as a bludgeoning weapon. 
The problem isn’t necessarily with the tool but with the user.

To illustrate the point, let’s take a look at another form of art. 
Church music and hymns are a big part of Protestant worship. 
Good theology matters in our hymnody, but the value of hymns 
goes beyond conveying doctrine in the lyrics. If we only wanted to 
transmit theology, then reading excerpts from Calvin’s Institutes 
would be more to the point. Yet, we choose to sing hymns, in part, 
because it moves our hearts. We feel music in our physical bodies 
as we sing and listen. Like music, architecture speaks to our “incar-
nated” souls. No wonder Goethe describes architecture as “frozen 
music”—architecture helps us to feel as well as know the gospel.

We need to ask ourselves, what impressions are we giving to 
those who come to our places of worship? Indeed, some congrega-
tions rent spaces that have multiple uses, like schools, civic centres 
and libraries—architectural considerations may be off the table for 
many. As a substitute, consider the placement of chairs, the 
appearance of the stage, lighting, drapery, flowers and artwork, 
and whether you use a pulpit or music stand. Do what you can to 
convey truth, beauty and goodness with your surroundings, inspir-
ing both love and wonder for the things of God. He is worthy of 
our efforts! 
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Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised; and his greatness is unsearch-
able (Psalm 145:3).

W e were looking at 
the greatness of 
God. He is great 
and greatly to be 
praised. But there 
is also a third state-

ment in this verse: his greatness is un-
searchable. We may search high and low for 
an understanding of God’s greatness, but 
we won’t find an adequate explanation. 
That seems strange: we are commanded to 
praise him for his greatness, yet we can 
never really understand it. 

There is a parallel in Ephesians 3. Paul 
prays in verse 19 that the saints would 
know the love of Christ, but then adds 
that it “surpasses knowledge.” How can 
they know something that surpasses know-
ledge? There are some things in the Chris-
tian faith that we can never fully under-
stand in this life. As Elihu pointed out to 
Job: God is greater than man (Job 33:12). 
We are made in his image. We are like him 
in many respects, but God is infinitely 
greater. This is humbling—when we see 
our smallness, we worship God for his 
greatness, when we see our weakness, we 
rely on him for our strength.

Mysteries in Christian doctrine
Does the fact that God is unsearchable 
mean that we should not seek to know 
him? Certainly not. Jesus said, “Seek and 
you will find” (Matthew 7:7). We are to 
seek with all our hearts, but our finding 
will be limited. This lays the foundation for 
the mysteries of the Christian life. There 
will always be things we don’t understand. 
This is true of doctrine. Even the apostle 
Peter found some of Paul’s doctrine hard to 
understand (2 Peter 3:16). It should not 
then surprise us that we find parts of the 
Bible difficult. Who can fully understand 
the mysteries of the Trinity? We believe in 
and worship one God, yet that God exists 
in three persons: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. All are fully divine, all share equally 
in the divine attributes. They do have dif-
ferent roles in salvation, but there are not 
three Gods but one.

There are other areas which give us 
problems. Sometimes we are sure we have 

it right, yet other careful scholars and 
godly believers have different views. Such 
areas include baptism, church govern-
ment, eschatology, gifts of the Spirit. Why 
are there doctrines where Christians can’t 
agree? If the Lord had wanted to, he could 
have made all these things so clear that 
they could never be misunderstood, yet he 
did not see fit to do that. While we wrestle 
with these things, it should at least keep us 
humble, and help us to respect those with 
whom we differ.

Mysteries in the practical areas of life
There are also mysteries in the practical 
areas of life. We may have a serious med-
ical condition: there is much prayer, by 
ourselves and others, but there is no heal-
ing. The Lord gives grace to bear with the 
condition, but he does not remove the 
problem. Maybe there is a financial crisis: 
again we pray, but things don’t seem to im-
prove. Perhaps the Lord sees that in both 
cases, we benefit more spiritually by hav-
ing to live with the problems and casting 
ourselves on the Lord, than if he had seen 
fit to remove the problems. These are mys-
teries, the answers to which we will never 
have till glory. 

There are things that don’t seem fair in 
life. The wicked prosper while Christians 
suffer. These things are debated in books 
such as Job, Psalms and Ecclesiastes. There 
is no easy answer, even in Scripture. What 
can we say? That God knows best. His 
ways are unsearchable. One thing is clear, 
that God always works for his own glory. 
We may not see it, but it is true. Even more 
amazing is the fact that all things work 
together for our good. Romans 8:28 is one 

of the most precious verses in the Bible, 
yet we often overlook it or may even resent 
it at times. Nevertheless, it is true. To be 
sure, there are times when we can’t see the 
good that comes out of our trials, but we 
must accept them by faith.

Does it make any difference to life? 
Surely it should. It should change our atti-
tude toward sickness and suffering of vari-
ous kinds. To have a positive attitude 
toward our trials has two obvious benefits: 
first, it makes life easier for us. So often we 
look at our trials and the immediate effect 
they have on us, and we get discouraged, 
even depressed. Worse than that, we can 
get downright grumpy and make life 
miserable for everyone around us. 

To know that the Lord is with us in our 
trials is a comfort and makes things so 
much easier to bear. But it also gives us a 
good testimony before others. People 
observe how we handle our trials, espe-
cially unbelievers. It is wonderful to see 
believers who are able to rejoice and praise 
the Lord through their trials. It brings 
glory to God and encourages the saints. 

But it also has an effect on those who are 
not Christians. To handle problems with-
out complaint can often be a more power-
ful testimony than our words. In the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, some are 
fearful, even terrified. If we can show that 
we are confident that God is in control, it 
will have an impact on those who watch us. 
By all means, let us take whatever precau-
tions are necessary, but let us show that 
our trust is in a sovereign God.

Conclusion
Do we acknowledge God’s greatness and 
wisdom, even when we cannot fully under-
stand it?

Regarding the mysteries in doctrine, we 
need to be diligent and prayerful in trying 
to understand God’s Word—yet there will 
always be some things that we never grasp 
as we would like.

As far as trials are concerned, perhaps 
the key word is submission. If we are 
convinced of both God’s love and his sover-
eignty, even though we may not see the 
reason for the hard times, we can rejoice 
that they are for his glory and our good.

May God give us grace to accept and 
rejoice in his mysterious dealings with 
us! 

The third part of our look at Psalm 145:3  BY ROGER FELLOWS

AN UNSEARCHABLE GOD   
SPOTLIGHT
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O f Epaphroditus, Paul 
writes, “For indeed he 
was sick almost unto 
death” (see Philippians 
2:25–30). J.I. Packer 
writes, “Poor health 

has been a fact of life since the Fall. Had 
there been no sin, there would be no sick-
ness.” Now everyone gets sick, to one degree 
or another, at one time or another. Even 
our heroes get sick. Matthew Henry’s first 
wife died of smallpox only eighteen 
months after they married. John Calvin 
writes, “If only my condition were not a 
constant death struggle”! Our loved ones 
and our closest friends get sick, and at 
some point, we ourselves will experience 
the ravages of living in a fallen world. 

The reality and severity of sickness 
presents a great challenge to us as we seek 
to live for Christ and glorify God in this 
world. It is vital we should understand, and 
live in light of, the biblical perspective on 
sickness. This article will sketch out some 
fundamental biblical principles regarding 
this all-too-common struggle. 

SICKNESS IS PART OF A 
FALLEN WORLD
Listening to the people at my gym (appro-
priately named “GoodLife Fitness”—as if 
you can’t have one without the other), you 
would be forgiven for thinking that if you 
eat well enough and exercise hard enough 
you can live forever. Christians know better. 
We know that sickness is an unavoidable 

part of life in a fallen world. Paul’s colleague 
Epaphroditus was so sick he almost died. 
His spiritual son Timothy had persistent 
stomach issues (1 Timothy 5:23). Paul him-
self had a permanent “thorn in the flesh” 
(2 Corinthians 12). 

Everyone gets sick. Few would dispute 
that, but some Christians tell us that 
believers need not get sick and that good 
health is their birthright. You need not be 
sick, because when Jesus was here he 
healed people and Jesus is the same; 
because salvation is wholistic and we are 
saved body and soul; because this blessing 
of health is only missed when our faith is 
weak. Attractive though this notion is, it is 
neither biblical nor helpful. Yes, Jesus did 
heal, but he didn’t heal everyone. Yes, 

GOD AND 
SICKNESS
While COVID-19 has brought sickness and death closer to the surface in 
society today, we know these things have always been part of our fallen 
world. Knowing that God is good and kind, what is God’s purpose in 
sickness and how are we to respond when sickness comes? 
BY CARL MULLER
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salvation is wholistic, but the Bible never 
promises that all salvation blessings come 
in this world. Perfect physical health will 
be ours when the Lord gives us a perfect 
body like his glorious body, and that will be 
at the end of the world (Philippians 3:20–
21). Yes, blessings are missed when faith is 
weak, but this does not come into play 
here, simply because God has not prom-
ised perfect health in this world. Hence 
the examples mentioned above.

Now such nonsensical teaching does 
terrible damage. I knew a young lady who 
was engaged to a man who was a quadri-
plegic and dying of cancer. They got engaged 
and planned their wedding because he had 
been “healed” at a healing service. The 
“healing” had not yet become apparent 

but, they were told, inevitably it would. 
Then he died and the young lady was devas-
tated, emotionally and spiritually! Now, 
God can heal, and we pray for that all the 
time. Sometimes he heals through medi-
cine and occasionally he heals miraculous-
ly. But the simple fact is that sickness is 
part of life and when, providentially, sick-
ness touches the lives of Christians, grace 
is poured out in abundance and faith 
shines ever so brightly! Sickness is part of a 
fallen world—even for believers.

GOD ORDAINS SICKNESS 
FOR OUR GOOD
Epaphroditus could have died, but he did 
not die because God chose to keep him 
alive (Philippians 2:27). This was not a 

lucky break—this was the kindness and 
mercy of God! Paul clearly understood his 
brother’s return to good health as a sover-
eign work of God. God ordains sickness 
and God controls recovery. God said of 
himself: “Who has made man’s mouth? Or 
who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, 
or the blind? Have not I, the Lord?” 
(Exodus 4:11) And elsewhere: “I kill and I 
make alive; I wound and I heal; nor is there 
any who can deliver from My hand” 

This was not a lucky 
break—this was the 
kindness and mercy 
of God! 
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(Deuteronomy 32:39). When Satan afflicts 
Job with boils, Job’s piercing eye of faith 
sees the Lord’s hand in it: “Shall we indeed 
accept good from God, and shall we not ac-
cept adversity?” (Job 2:10). Both the good 
and the adversity are “from God.” To fail to 
see that would be to diminish God!

Now the fact that God ordains sickness 
does not mean that we sit passively in the 
face of it. Writing to Timothy in Ephesus, 
Paul counsels, take “a little wine for your 
stomach’s sake and your frequent infirm-
ities” (1 Timothy 5:23). This is surprising 
because the wine produced in the region of 
Ephesus was notoriously bad as, apparent-
ly, they used sea water (!) to season it. Be 
that as it may, that will help with the God-
ordained problem, says Paul. 

So, we visit the osteopath, we pop vita-
mins, we take chemotherapy and we 
submit to surgery in the hopes that these 
also will help with the God-ordained 
health issues that come our way. But all the 
while, we know that God has it all under 
control, and even this is from the Lord. Big 
or small, devastating or simply annoying, it 
is ordained of God. 

The fact that God ordains sickness does 
not mean that we sit passive, but it does 
mean that our comfort lies in the Lord and 
not in statistics. How easily we rest in the 
fact that “It was caught early” or  such and 
such a percentage recover. Now, it is not 
that we despise these things; it is just that 
we don’t trust in these things. We’re thank-
ful that it was “caught early,” but our trust 
is in God. We will recover, if he wills. We 
will not, if he wills. The young men in 
Daniel said God may deliver us or God may 
not, but either way Nebuchadnezzar and 
his fiery furnace were not in control—God 
was (See Daniel 3, especially verse 17)! By 
the same token, cancer cells are not rogue 
cells—they are not beyond the control of 

almighty God. God ordains our sickness. 
He means it for our good (Romans 8:28) 
and therein lies our great comfort. 

GOD IS GOOD AND WISE
The Bible is adamant about these two 
things: God is always good (Matthew 19:17) 
and God is always wise (Romans 16:27). 
Thomas Watson said in regard to the 
mystery of sin and suffering in a God- 
controlled world: “It is true God has a 
hand in the action where sin is—but no 
hand in the sin of the action.” In a sinful 
and suffering world, God remains holy. In a 
world where terrible sickness afflicts even 
God’s people, God remains good and wise. 

Why do people get sick? There are some 
reasons God gives in his Word and some 
we just don’t know:

People get sick because of  
the Fall

With sin comes the degeneration of the 
body, and we call this sickness.

Sometimes people get sick 
because of particular sins

Such was the case in 1 Corinthians 11:30. 
Some were sick, and some died because 
they were abusing the Lord’s table.

Sometimes people get sick and 
we don’t know why

In John 9:1–3 we read about a man who 
was born blind, and our Lord gives no other 
reason than that this would be for the glory 
of God. Like Job’s friends, the disciples 
assume that somebody must have sinned, 
but our Lord will not allow that conclu-
sion. Should we automatically reach for the 
same explanation when our friends get 
sick, we would invite the same scathing 
rebuke God gave to Job’s counsellors (Job 
42:7–8)? Better to imitate their sympa-
thetic silence than their uncharitable 
conclusions. Of course, in the midst of all 
this mystery we know that God is good and 
wise. My friend Don was diagnosed with 
cancer and said wistfully, “I wonder how 
God will use this for his glory?” My sister-
in-law was dying of cancer and said, “Per-
haps God will use this for my father’s salva-
tion.” There is so much we don’t know 
about God’s purposes in our suffering, but 
we do know that they are good and wise.

Sometimes people get sick and 
God makes them better 

Christians
Paul’s thorn made him humble (2 Corinth-
ians 12:7–10) and his suffering made him 
faithful (2 Corinthians 1:9). David’s afflic-
tions helped him to know God’s statutes 
and keep God’s Word (Psalm 119:67,71). 
My mother told us she was thankful for her 
cancer as the Lord had used it to bring her 
closer to himself. While many questions lie 
unanswered, thank God that we can dis-
cern something of the goodness and wis-
dom of God in his frowning providences.

Sometimes it is just very 
difficult to make any comment 

or offer any explanation
I watched a young couple agonize over 
their little one who was undergoing sur-
gery to remove cancer. Sometimes words 
fail us, and silent tears are all we can offer 
by way of comfort. 

Sometimes when sickness comes it shat-
ters us, and all we can do is cling to the fact 
that God is “too wise to be mistaken, too 
good to be unkind,” as Cathy Steere named 
her book. Only omnipotence can enable 
such confidence, and it is an almost sacred 
thing to watch believers suffer unspeakably, 
and through it all affirm unequivocally the 
goodness and wisdom of God. 

Donald Macleod writes:

There is nothing greater in the life of 
the church than to see men and 
women, temperamentally and consti-
tutionally weak and fragile, enabled to 

It is an almost sacred 
thing to watch 
believers suffer 
unspeakably, and 
through it all affirm 
unequivocally the 
goodness and 
wisdom of God.
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endure what would make strong men 
quake; able to be patient in affliction, 
content whatever their circumstances, 
and making melody in their hearts al-
ways and in all things (Ephesians 5:20). 
That is the acme of Christian achieve-
ment and one of the most moving 
accomplishments of omnipotence.

PRAY FOR HELP
Joseph Scriven was separated from his ail-
ing mother. He was in Ontario and she was 
back home in Ireland. To help her in her 
sickness he wrote her a letter and included 
a three-verse poem which offered this ex-
hortation, “Take it to the Lord in prayer.” 
This is always wise counsel, since our God 
is described in this way: “O You who hear 
prayer” (Psalm 65:2). We ought to pray!

Pray for help in healing
God heals through miracles or 

through medicine, and most often the lat-
ter. But God also heals through death. 
Sometimes it is a “sickness unto death,” 
and of all people, Christians can face this 
for we have a glorious hope. Sometimes it 
dawns upon us that God is going to heal 
them by taking them home. It is, at first, a 
troubling realization, but in the end a satis-
fying one, for we do not grieve as the 
world grieves. For believers, “to die is gain” 
(Philippians 1:21).

Pray for help coping
Whether it is cancer, or ALS, or the 

multitude of ailments that accompany old 
age, you need help to cope, to get to all the 
appointments, to work in the face of pain, 
to simply get through the day, and our 
Lord’s words of assurance come like water 
on dry ground, “My grace is sufficient for 
you” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Pray for help to be godly
Epaphroditus was deathly ill, but he 

was worried that the news of his sickness 
would distress the saints. How selfish and 
self-absorbed we can be when we are sick, 
but thank God for shining examples of 
Christlike selflessness! My sister-in-law 
was dying when we visited her. Because of 
the cancer she was unable to speak. She 
wrote out the following: “How are you? I 
hear you have been unwell.” I was on leave 
because of burnout. She was dying because 
of cancer. I have seldom seen such selfless-
ness, such Christlikeness. Pray for that!

Pray for help to witness
Speaking of persecution, our Lord 

says, “This will be your opportunity to tell 
them about Me” (Luke 21:12–13, nlt). And 
so it happens with Christians who are sick. 
Visits to the doctor and care from medical 
personnel are opportunities to shine your 
light and point them in the direction of 
Christ. In truth, you can do them more 
good than they can do you. But we will 
need the strength of heaven to overcome 
our fears and our worries so that we might 
speak for Christ.

Pray for help to use your 
experience

Clearly the example of how Epaphroditus 
dealt with his sickness has been useful for 
the instruction of believers down through 
the ages. Will we be able to look to you? 
Will you be one of our teachers as to how to 
cope? Will we be inspired by your faith, and 
stirred by your steadfastness? Pray for that.

Those who are healthy must 
pray for help to help others

We need help when we are faced with the 
sickness of those we love. You don’t want to 

be in denial, unable to face reality and then 
perhaps seem cold and distant. You don’t 
want to be weak and distraught, coming 
apart at the seams, and be more of a hin-
drance than a help. Clearly this is very dif-
ficult. Evidently, Paul was deeply affected 
by Epaphroditus’ illness. He speaks of his 
“sorrow” at the prospect of losing this 
brother. Yes, we will need divine aid if we 
wish to be a blessing to those we love. 

So, Mr. Scriven’s counsel still rings true. 
“Take it to the Lord in prayer”!

LOOK AT HEAVEN
Start looking at heaven now, long before 
sickness comes. Matthew Henry said that 
“it ought to be the business of every day to 
prepare for our last day,” so start looking at 
heaven now. Consider that one day, we 
shall have a glorious body just like his 
(Philippians 3:20–21). Consider that one 
day “God will wipe away every tear from 
(our) eyes; there shall be no more death, 
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have 
passed away” (Revelation 21:4). Consider 
what happens after death and you will be 
better prepared for the valley of the shad-
ow of death. One day there will be no hos-
pitals, no nursing homes, no doctors, no 
medicine, no specialists, no hospices. 
Consider also that the worst that sickness 
can do is to kill you. Death is the worst-
case scenario, and for you, “death is gain” 
(Philippians 1:21).  My sister-in-law lay on 
her deathbed and, as we watched, she 
reached up with her emaciated arms. Then 
she died. I wonder what, or who, she was 
reaching for. I have a suspicion. So, yes, 
start looking at heaven. Richard Baxter 
counselled that we should think about 
heaven every day. 

I believe that this will not only help the 
sick and the dying, but it will help those 
who are left behind. Matthew Henry lost 
his wife of eighteen months to smallpox. 
She had just given birth to their firstborn. 
He said this: 

I know nothing that could support me 
under such a loss as this, but the good 
hope that she is gone to heaven, and 
that, in a little while, I shall follow 
her there.

God hasten the day when sin and sick-
ness will be no more, the dawning of an 
uncloudy day! 

Carl Muller is pastor of Trinity Baptist Church, 
Burlington, Ontario.
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things as other modes of operating have 
dropped off. All the information we need 
is supposedly contained in this digital 
network. But it does leave some behind. 
Many elderly people are lonelier than ever 
during this pandemic because others don’t 
even think to call, perhaps forgetting the 
need to connect in accessible ways. 

Letter-writing was once extremely 
commonplace. Now the only hand-written 
mail items many send are occasion cards 
with a signature under some witty or senti-
mental phrase the card-writers crafted. In 
cards and social media, we use others’ 
words, often without understanding the 
context of them. Even emails-as-letters 
have declined as text messages provide a 
more instantaneous touch-point. We can 
even fall into communicating less with 
actual people and more with information, 
through polls, comments and “likes.” But 
what have we lost in this transition? Letters 
were often thoughtful and thought-filled, 
providing a time to reflect as one wrote 
and tried to really connect with another 
person through personal expression. 
Modern technologies, by virtue of their ease, 
can reduce the depth of our communication 
and connection to others, and our explora-
tion of ourselves. We can have trouble with 
nuance and complexity because informa-

tion is often one-dimensional. 
It’s important to us as humans to be 

known, loved and accepted. With society’s 
preoccupation with fast data and façades, 
the need to be known isn’t addressed. We 
deal in information about people, not 
knowledge of them. Information can give 
breadth, but knowledge requires depth. 
Many Proverbs address the importance of 
understanding in order to live a godly life. 
Proverbs 3:13–14 says, “Blessed are those 
who find wisdom, those who gain under-
standing, for she is more profitable than 
silver and yields better returns than gold.” 
Proverbs 15:14 says, “The discerning heart 
seeks knowledge, but the mouth of a fool 
feeds on folly.” In this age of information, 
we need to remember that God is relational 
and he’s the only one who actually knows 
everything and everyone! All wisdom and 
truth are found in him, and all the multi-
dimensional wholeness of everything! If 
we reduce our scope of understanding to 
mere information we get from human 
sources (often biased), we are diminishing 
the fact that we are image-bearers of God. 
We are capable of so much more depth and 
breadth! Let’s seek to understand one 
another as fellow image-bearers of God, 
and to pursue wisdom and understanding 
in the ways of God.

Let’s think critically about the informa-
tion we are taking in and how we use it. 
Many of us can attest to ways technology 
has helped us remain connected to people 
while we have been isolated during this 
pandemic. Technology provides opportun-
ities for outreach, discipleship, access to 
preaching and the gospel message. It can 
be an excellent tool when used thought-
fully and intentionally. But let’s start with 
seeking God first, letting him direct how 
to use the understanding he gives us. Rather 
than regurgitating the latest meme, or 
asking Siri or Alexa our next big question, 
why not go to the unchangeable and 
perfect Word of God? No, the Bible doesn’t 
always give the instant gratification we 
want. It isn’t merely a manual of informa-
tion. It requires us to meditate on it and to 
seek understanding of the living God. By 
doing so, we grow spiritually. There is so 
much nuance in life, and the Bible is 
capable of addressing it, as the Spirit guides 
our reading. 

We deal in information 
about people, not  
knowledge of them.

| culture COMMENT 

BY DANIELLE GIGNAC ›› 
Each period in human his-
tory has been character-
ized by certain elements—
usually technologies—that 
have set it apart and en-

abled humans to do things they couldn’t 
before. The time we are living in, since the 
late twentieth century, has been titled 

“The Information Age.” Our society relies 
on the constant availability of information, 
accessed through digital technology. No 
one asks for directions anymore because 
Google Maps on your phone can show you 
where to go (most of the time). When we 
don’t know the answer to something, we 
just “look it up” (and promptly forget it). 
How many times a day do you “fall down 
the rabbit hole” of various social media 
sites where you scroll endlessly, absorbing 
information but not having anything to 
really do with it? We are bombarded with 
information. Much of it we don’t need, 
and little of it do we take the time to truly 
understand.

The COVID-19 pandemic has accentu-
ated and accelerated the production and 
consumption of information. Throughout 
this crisis we have created and used infor-
mation like never before. The quantity of 
webinars created and watched has skyrock-
eted. People are craving knowledge. We’ve 
become “consumers” of information. 

Global and national news comes in 
almost hourly, changing how we live day 
to day. The information itself also changes, 
as so much is being produced it can hard-
ly be vetted before it goes public. Scientific 
papers are rolling out on internet plat-
forms without anyone available to review 
the research. We are constantly adjusting 
our understanding of what is true: since 
most of us aren’t experts in these fields to 
be able to make educated assessments, we 
have to trust what is provided to us. 

We’ve been nearly dependent on the 
internet to get through each day. Yet there 
are many people that don’t have easy access 
to it, and it’s been detrimental to their abil-
ity to keep working or learning at this time. 
The idea is once again being brought to the 
forefront that access to reliable internet is 
not just a civil right, but a human right. As 
internet use has increased, it has become 
increasingly essential for doing even basic 

CHALLENGES OF  
THE INFORMATION AGE
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REMEMBER DEATH
The surprising path to living hope
BY MATTHEW McCULLOUGH
Crossway (2018); 192 pgs
ISBN 978-1433560538

Remember Death is a book I re-
ceived as a Christmas gift from 
my son. I am 70 years old! My 
son assured me this gift was not 
a subtle hint nor did it contain a 
hidden, coded message. Rather, 
it was an excellent, thought-
provoking and, hopefully, life-
changing book.

Matthew McCullough’s book 
forces us to think about and 
face what most people want to 
ignore—the subject of death, 
not only in a general sense, but 
specifically our own. His book 
compels us to think about and 
face our own death in the light 
of the Bible’s perspective.

When my mother was young, 
she remembers people dying at 
home and being laid out in the 
family parlour. Death is gener-
ally no longer like that. In our 
culture, death is taboo, sadly 
even for many Christians.

McCullough shows how the 
problems death brings—of iden-
tity, of futility, of loss, etc.—are 
resolved in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and we have hope and 
help to live to God’s glory by 
facing death head on. Like all 
biblical paradoxes (we live by 
dying, we have by giving, we 
reign by serving, etc.), we can 
live in hope as we remember 
death. A must-read—and yes, 
it’s a great gift too!—DON THEOBALD

SAINT PETER’S PRINCIPLES
Leadership for those who already 
know their incompetence
BY PETER A. LILLBACK
P&R Publishing (2019); 632 pgs
ISBN 978-1596381933

Good, godly, biblical leadership 
is an absolute must if the 
church of Jesus Christ is to 
grow and be spiritually healthy. 
The temptation is to take prin-
ciples from the world and try to 
make them work in the church. 
Ultimately, that approach not 
only proves unsuccessful but it 
is dishonouring to the Lord.

Peter Lillback was a pastor 
for over thirty years and is now 
president of Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary in Philadelphia. 
In 1969, Laurence Peter wrote 
the well-known book, The Peter 
Principle. Lillback, playing off that 
title, has written this very prac-
tical book on biblical leadership.

With 128 biblical principles 
culled from the life, ministry 
and writings of the apostle  
(“Saint”) Peter, Lillback has 
written a wonderful resource for 
pastors, teachers and parents. 
Each principle covers from 3 to 5 
pages, underlining the biblical 
truth, followed by an explana-
tion and illustration of the 
principle and then spiritual 
exercises for the reader to work 
through. In theory, each prin-
ciple should take 2 to 3 days to 
digest. This would be helpful 
for anyone involved in  church 
leadership, mentoring and 
discipling others.—DON THEOBALD

THE SUBVERSIVE PURITAN
Roger Williams and Freedom of 
Conscience
BY MOSTYN ROBERTS
Evangelical Press (2019); 258 pgs
ISBN 978-1783972470

Roger Williams (1603–1683) is 
a Christian of whom we should 
be much more aware. Roberts’ 
excellent biography takes us 
from Williams’ formative years 
in England, to his migration to 
New England and finally to his 
founding of the colony of 
Rhode Island. We are intro-
duced to a man who is courage-
ous, kind, compassionate and 
has a missionary heart for the 
Native Americans.

Williams was both a gifted 
writer and astute at foreign 
languages. He had some eccen-
tric views regarding the church 
and history, flowing out of his 
understanding of the book of 
the Revelation. Williams was, 
however, an orthodox Calvinist 
regarding the core doctrines of 
the faith.

The Subversive Puritan sets 
out the history and theology of 
seventeenth-century England 
and New England. Its conclud-
ing chapters deal with Williams’ 
three major “subversive” ideas: 
the freedom of the conscience, 
the separation of church and 
state and living in a pluralistic 
society. This work is relevant 
and helpful for believers seek-
ing to navigate living in today’s 
society. Highly recommended. 

—DON THEOBALD

THE LIFE OF MOSES
God’s first deliverer of Israel
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY BOICE
P&R Publishing (2018); 472 pgs
ISBN 978-1596387539

One of the great gifts Christ 
gave to his church in the twen-
tieth century was the pastoral 
ministry of James M. Boice 
(1938–2000). He was an ex-
ceptional preacher and prolific 
author. Through the medium 
of radio, the internet and books, 
his ministry continues today. 

The Life of Moses originated 
as a series of evening expositions 
of Exodus to Deuteronomy. 
The great lawgiver’s life is seen 
in the biblical and historical 
context of the emergence of a 
Semetic clan of some 70-plus 
people into a slave people, 
redeemed out of Eygpt into a 
nation under God. Moses’s life 
and ministry were foundation-
al to and foreshadowed the life 
and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
Boice sees in Moses four 
outstanding characteristics: his 
faith, his prayer life, his meek-
ness and his courage.

This is a superb combination 
of careful exegesis, high schol-
arship, solid theology, practical 
application and pastoral heart 
and wisdom. Boice’s handling 
of Leviticus and Deuteronomy 
are especially helpful and 
edifying. I highly recommend 
this book for studying the Pente-
teuch—especially for pastors 
and Bible teachers.

—DON THEOBALD
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BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN ›› Not long before his 
death in 1631, the Anglican poet and cleric John 
Donne (1572–1631) penned a series of what he 
called “Holy Sonnets.” In the fourth of them he 
employed the metaphors of treason and theft to 
express his fear of facing the judgement of God:

Oh my black Soul now thou art summoned 
By sicknesse, deaths herald, and champion; 
Thou art like a pilgrim, which abroad hath done 
Treason, and durst not turne to whence he is fled, 
Or like a thiefe, which till deaths doome be read, 
Wisheth himselfe delivered from prison; 
But damn’d and hal’d to execution, 
Wisheth that still he might be imprisoned. 

The use of the adjective “black” in this sonnet’s opening line is 
noteworthy. Drawing on a long Christian tradition in which this 
colour has been used in relation to sinfulness, Donne sought to 
sum up in this one word the awful damage that sin had done to his 
soul. But is this coupling of moral evil and blackness biblical?

“Darkened with exceeding great and many sins”
One very early instance of this traditional coupling occurs in 
1 Clement, a letter that was written to the church at Corinth in the 
final decades of the first century after the congregation had wil-

fully deposed her presbyters. 
Noting various examples from 
the past where “ministers of the 
grace of God spoke through the 
Holy Spirit about repentance,” 
the author, usually regarded as a 
member of the Roman presby-

tery, urged his Corinthian audience to repent of their sin. In chap-
ter 8 he cited a number of Old Testament texts to reinforce his 
exhortation:

Repent, O house of Israel, of your iniquity; say to the children 
of my people: “Though your sins reach from the earth to heav-
en, and though they be redder than scarlet and blacker than 
sackcloth, yet if you turn to me with your whole heart and say 
‘Father,’ I will listen to you as a holy people.” And in another 
place he says this: “Come, let us reason together…even if 
your sins are as crimson, I will make them white as snow; and 
if they are as scarlet, I will make them white as wool.”

The second text cited here is clearly drawn from Isaiah 1:18. The 
source of the first citation appears to be the Jewish Apocryphon of 
Ezekiel, of which only a few fragments remain. Its phrase “though 
they be redder than scarlet” is similar to a portion of the Isaiah 1:18 
text cited immediately afterward. Both citations compare sin to 
the reddish hues of scarlet and crimson. The Apocryphon of Ezekiel, 
though, also compares sinfulness to the hue of blackness, a com-
parison that was to become a standard metaphor in Christian 
literature, but one that is noticeably absent from the Scriptures. 

“We are Ethiopians”
Three centuries later, the North African theologian Augustine 

(354–430), influenced by this view of the colour black, spoke of 
the “blackness of sins.” And Augustine’s contemporary and cor-
respondent, Jerome (c. 347–420), reflecting on the inclusion of 
black-skinned Ethiopians among the people of God, according to 
Psalm 87:4, noted,

At one time we were Ethiopians in our vices and sins. How so? 
Because our sins had blackened us. But afterwards we heard 
the words: “Wash yourselves clean!” And we said: “Wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” We are Ethiopians, therefore, 
who have been transformed from blackness into whiteness.

The first biblical passage cited by this text is from Isaiah 1:16, 
where, in the context, as noted above, the sin that is to be washed 
away is depicted by the hues of crimson or scarlet—not black. The 
second text is from David’s penitential psalm, Psalm 51:7, where 
again there is nary a mention of blackness. 

“Red…dies red soules to white”
This coupling of blackness and sin played a role in the racist dis-
paragement of African peoples in Western culture from the six-
teenth century onward. Would that the church had remembered 
that the biblical colour for sin was red, not black. John Donne, 
with whose problematic poem we began, knew this, for he finished 
that very poem this way:

Yet grace, if thou repent, thou canst not lack; 
But who shall give thee that grace to beginne? 
Oh make thy selfe with holy mourning black, 
And red with blushing, as thou art with sinne; 
Or wash thee in Christs blood, which hath this might 
That being red, it dies red soules to white. 

Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin is a historian, author and professor of church 
history and biblical spirituality at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

OUR SINS: RED OR BLACK?

Is this coupling 
of moral evil  
and blackness 
biblical?

John Donne (1572–1631)
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He gives power to the faint,
    and to him who has no might he increases strength.
Even youths shall faint and be weary,
    and young men shall fall exhausted;
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
    they shall walk and not faint (Isaiah 40:29–31)

BY RACHEL THIBAULT ›› All looked glum for 
the kingdom of Judah. The wicked daughter of 
King Ahab and Queen Jezebel was now in 
charge, after her son Ahaziah was killed in 
judgement. Her name was Queen Athaliah and 
she was steeped in wickedness, just as her 

parents had been. She stole items from the house of God and 
used them in her evil worship to the false god Baal. In order to 
have the throne all to her own, she assassinated all those who 
were in line for the royal crown. This included her children and 
her grandchildren. 

Unbeknownst to Queen Athaliah, Jehosheba, half-sister to 
the slain king, had smuggled one-year old Joash and his nurse 
out of sight. He was the lone surviving descendant of David. 
Somewhere in the temple, Joash lived with Jehosheba and 
her husband, Jehoiada the priest. For six years while in hiding, 
Joash was instructed in the ways of the Lord.

In his seventh year, Jehoiada the priest orchestrated a coup, 
in order to dethrone Queen Athaliah and place Joash on his 
rightful throne. 

The Levites and all Judah did according to all that 
Jehoiada the priest commanded, and they each brought 
his men, who were to go off duty on the Sabbath, with 
those who were to come on duty on the Sabbath, for 
Jehoiada the priest did not dismiss the divisions. And 
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OLD TESTAMENT CHALLENGE

Who am I?
1.  I was Jonathan’s crippled son who was given a permanent place at King David’s table 

(2 Samuel 9:3–7).

2.  I am King Ahab’s father (1 Kings 16:29).

3.  I am the prophet that God told to meet Ahab as Ahab went to take possession of  
Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 21:18–18).

4.  I was David’s first wife (1 Samuel 19:20–27).

5.  I was the Old Testament prophet who prophesied the slaying of the children of  
Bethlehem by King Herod (Jeremiah 31:15).

6.  When I heard of the fame of Solomon, I came to visit him (1 Kings 10:1–13).

7.  When Abraham died, Isaac and I buried him (Genesis 25:9).

8.  We were the sons of Eli (1 Samuel 2:34).

9.  My mother brought me a new robe every year when I worked in the temple (1 Samuel 2:19).

10.  I was a middle child, and Japheth was my younger brother (Genesis 5:32).

RUN WELL, FINISH WELL
Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains the spears and 
the large and small shields that had been King David’s, 
which were in the house of God. And he set all the people 
as a guard for the king, every man with his weapon in his 
hand, from the south side of the house to the north side 
of the house, around the altar and the house. Then they 
brought out the king’s son and put the crown on him and 
gave him the testimony. And they proclaimed him king, 
and Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and they said, 
“Long live the king” (2 Chronicles 23:8–11).

Joash was placed on the throne, with a royal crown upon his 
head, and he was only seven years old!

While Jehoiada the priest was alive, Joash, king of Judah, 
did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. He restored the 
temple, and reinforced it, making it stronger. As long as he was 
king, the customary burnt offerings were continuously offered.

As soon as Jehoiada the priest died, Joash was quickly 
convinced to turn away from things of the Lord. God, in his 
mercy, sent the prophet Zechariah to Joash in order to warn 
him. Zechariah was the very son of Jehoiada the priest who 
place Joash on the throne! Wouldn’t King Joash listen to the 
words of this man? “‘Why do you break the commandments 
of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have 
forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken you” (2 Chronicles 24:20). 
Instead of showing repentance and turning from his disobedi-
ence, King Joash had Zechariah stoned to death in the court-
yard of the temple. 

In his fortieth year as king, judgement was brought upon 
King Joash. Wounded in battle, his own officials conspired 
against him and murdered him in his own bed, in payment for 
killing Zechariah, son of Jehoiada the priest.  

If God and his grace do not rule us, sin and Satan will have 
possession over us.—Matthew Henry 

Answers: 1. Mephibosheth; 2. Omri; 3. Elijah; 4. Michal; 5. Jeremiah; 6. Queen of Sheba; 7. Ishmael; 8. Hophni and Phinehas; 9. Samuel; 10. Ham.
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