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SIGN OF THE TIMES: Totenham residents saw this thought-
provoking message on Churchill Baptist Church’s sign recently.

NOVEMBER 19–20, 2021
SGF 21ST ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
We look forward to 
another time of good 
fellowship, worship, 
reports, business items  
and prayer.
Held at Bath Road Baptist 
Church, Kingston, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

DECEMBER 6, 2021
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Paul Hudson
Theme: Responding to the 
persecuted church
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Etobicoke, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

JANUARY 10, 2022
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Richard Valade
Theme: Practical pointers 
for evangelistic preaching
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Etobicoke, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

FEBRUARY 7, 2022
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Kirk Wellum
Theme: 1 Timothy 1:8—The 
proper use of the Law
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

MARCH 7, 2022
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Glendon 
Thompson
Theme: Preaching the 
prophets: Zechariah
Time: 10 a.m.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Etobicoke, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

APRIL 4, 2022
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Reid Ferguson
Theme: TBD
Time: 10 a.m.
Wives are invited—lunch at 
a local restaurant following 
the meeting.
Held at Thistletown Baptist 
Church, Etobicoke, ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

MAY 13–14, 2022
SGF LADIES RETREAT
Speaker: Andrea Thom
Theme: TBD
Don’t miss this great 
opportunity for fellowship, 
worship and study as 
ladies from around Ontario 
join for this annual retreat.
Held at Redeemer Univer-
sity, Ancaster, ON
www.sgfcanada.com

AUGUST 20–26, 2022
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Be sure to mark your 
calendars and set aside the 
dates of our 2022 confer-
ence. You’ll want to make 
this week part of your 
family’s plans in 2022!
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS KNOW. 
EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES
+ Sovereign Grace Community Church, Sarnia
At SGCC we are enjoying all that the fall season brings 
with mens’ and ladies’ Bible studies, the start up of 
Sunday school, a Family Fall Festival event and good 
attendance at our services. At Thanksgiving we were 
reminded of how important it is to have a heart of 
gratitude and to focus on the many blessings we receive 
each day from the Lord. Over the last few years, we 
have been so blessed with babies in our congregation 
that we now have a full nursery, toddler room and 
children’s Sunday school classes. The Lord has even 
supplied the needed volunteers to teach classes and 
serve in the nursery. There is a real spirit of unity as even 
those with differing views on the pandemic are showing 
grace to each other. It has been humbling to watch 
people come alongside one another and offer help, 
support, meals and prayer. We are thankful for the unity 
of our leaders through all the challenges they have 
faced this last year. SGCC is a wonderful congregation 
to be a part of and all glory goes to our dear Lord. We 
praise him for his good design and purpose of the 
church and thank him for SGCC.—SGCC

+ 2021 Carey Conference
We’re thankful for the times of fellowship, spirit-anointed 
preaching, children’s classes, sporting activities and the 
times of rest and relaxation with brothers and sisters in 
the Lord experienced at this year’s Carey. The audio files 
of the messages are available on the Carey website: 
www.careyconference.net.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.
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Read Psalm 2

T his psalm depicts a 
conspiracy against the 
Lord and his anointed. 
It may have some ap-
plication to David him-
self—he certainly ex-
perienced conspiracies, 

especially from his own son Absalom. How-
ever, there is no doubt that the main appli-
cation refers prophetically to the conspiracy 
against the Lord Jesus Christ. This is made 
very clear in the prayer of the believers 
after the arrest of Peter and John and the 
threats made against them by the Jewish 
leaders. They prayed:

Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven 
and the earth and the sea and every-
thing in them, who through the 
mouth of our father David, your ser-
vant, said by the Holy Spirit,

 “Why did the Gentiles rage,
     and the peoples plot in vain?
 The kings of the earth set 
  themselves,
     and the rulers were gathered 
  together,
 against the Lord and against his 
 Anointed”—

for truly in this city there were gath-
ered together against your holy ser-
vant Jesus, whom you anointed, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with 
the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 
to do whatever your hand and your 
plan had predestined to take place 
(Acts 4:24–28).

How does the Lord respond to this conspir-
acy? He laughs! (verse 4) How ludicrous 
that mere men should dare to plot against 
the Most High! More than that, he declares 
his anger—they should be terrified to have 
shown such opposition against the Lord 
(verse 5). But also that he has set his King 
on the throne of Zion. He rules over these 
nations (verse 6).

In verses 7–9 he assures his Son that he 
will set him over those very nations that 
conspire against him. In the last day he will 
judge and destroy them. Then in verses 
10–12 he challenges these conspiring 

rulers and nations. They need to be wise;  
to be warned. He commands them to serve 
the Lord rather than conspire against him; 
to rejoice in him rather than oppose him. 

Then in verse 12 there is an amazing 
exhortation that surely should grab our 
attention: “Kiss the Son.” How will they do 
that? These conspiracies are universal and 
ongoing. Most of these conspirators would 
never have the opportunity to kiss the Son 
literally. What does it mean? Whatever it 
means, the same command is applicable to 
us. We too have opposed the Lord and his 
anointed. How can we kiss the Son? What 
does a kiss suggest? 

First, it suggests respect and allegiance. In 
1 Kings 19:18, the Lord speaks of those who 
have not kissed Baal. There were many in 
those days (Elijah’s time) who did kiss 
Baal—that is, they showed their allegiance 
to Baal. 

Second, it suggests affection. We often hug 
people, even if we do not have a very close 
relation with them, but we normally only 
kiss those with whom we have a loving 
relationship.

So, applying this to ourselves we need 
this two-fold response to Christ.

Respect for Christ
Firstly, we need to show our respect for 
him. That means we acknowledge he is 
Lord and King. We have a high view of his 
position and character. We delight to con-
sider his attributes—his greatness, his 
power, his faithfulness, his love. But also 
his holiness, his justice, even his wrath. Too 
often we consider him on a human level 
and treat him as a buddy. But he is the Lord 
of glory, the Creator, the sovereign God. 

Moreover we belong to him. We are not 
our own, we are bought with a price—the 
infinite price of his precious blood. Our 

whole life should be conducted with a view 
to pleasing him. It is not enough to call 
him “Lord,” we need to make it practical. 
Jesus asked a searching question: “Why do 
you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I 
tell you?” (Luke 6:46). Too often that is our 
position. We appear to have a high view of 
our Lord and Saviour, but it is not worked 
out in practice. Our allegiance is by our 
lips only, not by what we do. If we are to 
kiss the Son, then our respect and alle-
giance must be shown at all times and in all 
circumstances.

Love for Christ
But secondly, we need to show our love for 
him. The Christian life is not only a life of 
obedience and allegiance, it is a love rela-
tionship with the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
love him because he first loved us—we 
would never love him otherwise. We love 
him because he has given himself for us. 
He died on the cross and shed his blood to 
wash away our sins. He has reconciled us 
to God; he has brought us into God’s 
family—we are children of the living God. 
How blessed and privileged is our position! 
Should we not love him for that? 

Perhaps there is a danger in showing too 
much emotion in the Christian life, but that 
is not a problem for most of us—we don’t 
show nearly as much affection for the Lord 
as we should. We need to “kiss the Son.” If 
we are happily married, we are not embar-
rassed to kiss our spouses in public. Should 
we be afraid to demonstrate our affection 
for the Lord Jesus before others? We should 
feel free to speak of our love for him, and of 
course that love needs to be demonstrated 
by grateful obedience and service.

Have you kissed the Son? It is God’s 
command in Psalm 2. You might ask, “How 
can I kiss him?” Well, you need to consider 
his love for sinners. What more could he 
have done for guilty rebels? Now he invites 
you to trust him, to love him, to kiss him. If 
you refuse, there is an alternative—his 
anger (verse 12). That is too terrible to 
contemplate. There is no good reason for 
refusing to kiss him. Come to him today: 
bow down before him and yield your life to 
him in loving obedience. Kiss the Son. 

Respect and love for Christ.  BY ROGER FELLOWS

KISSING THE SON
SPOTLIGHT

Roger Fellows is a retired pastor and 
continues to minister at churches 

throughout Ontario. He is an elder at Providence 
Baptist Church, Burlington, ON.
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W hen the name Martin 
Luther (1483—1546) is 
mentioned, he is 
undoubtedly remem-

bered for posting his Ninety-five Theses on 
the church door at Wittenberg in 1517. But 
it is less known that he was an exceptional 
musician and composer. Not only did he 
write numerous hymns based on the Scrip-
tures, but he also introduced congrega-
tional singing in the German language in 
place of Latin. Being convinced of the 
power of music to move the hearts and 
minds of his people, he wrote:

We can mention only one point 
(which experience confirms), namely, 
that next to the Word of God, music 
deserves the highest praise. She is a mis-
tress and governor of those emotions. 
…whether you wish to comfort the 
sad, to terrify the happy, to encourage 
the despairing, to humble the proud 
(Luther’s Works, 53:323, italics added).

One of Luther’s most recognized hymns 
is “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” Most 
Lutheran scholars believe this hymn was 
composed sometime after the Black Death 
struck Wittenberg in August 1527. Suffering 
from his recurring Anfechtengen—a deep 
dark depression—Luther found that this 
hymn, based on Psalm 46, brought him 
much needed spiritual solace.

Even though we are presently in the 
middle of Covid-19, we are not able to 
understand the intense apprehension and 
consuming fear the Bubonic Plague or 
Black Death had on those living in the 
sixteenth century. This dreaded scourge 
was believed to have originated in the Far 
East; it was transmitted by Yersinia pestis 
bacteria which were found in fleas on 
rodents. Once contracted, it manifested 
itself with symptoms such as delirium and 
puss-filled boils or buboes (hence the name 
Bubonic) which were the size of hens’ eggs; 
these appeared on the neck, legs and 
armpits. During the four centuries the 
Black Death harassed Europe, it has been 
estimated that 100 million people died.

In July 1527, Pastor Johann Hess of 
Breslau, Silesia, sent a letter to Martin 
Luther asking what advice he would give if 
the Black Death were to strike his city. 
Even though ten years had passed since 
Luther took a decisive step to challenge 
long-established practices within the 
Roman Catholic Church, his advice in such 
dire matters was sought. In a fourteen-
page letter, known today as “Whether One 
May Flee from a Deadly Plague,” Luther 
responded:

Those who are engaged in a spiritual 
ministry such as preachers and pas-
tors must likewise remain steadfast 
before the peril of death.… For when 
people are dying, they most need a 
spiritual ministry which strengthens 
and comforts their consciences by 

word and sacrament and in faith over-
comes death (Luther’s Works, 43:121)

In light of our experience with Covid-19, 
Luther’s suggestions given to Hess have a 
great deal of merit. First, he mentioned 
that one should pray for God’s protection. 
Then, he recommended a number of 
necessary precautions. First, one should 
take the prescribed medicine and then 
fumigate one’s home. In order to ward off 
contagion, he suggested that unnecessary 
contact with those who were sick should 
be heeded. Hospitals should be set up as a 
place to treat the afflicted instead of in 
people’s homes. A more radical appeal was 
to locate the cemeteries outside of the city 
rather than within the city limits as was 
the custom of the time.

Luther also urged every person to 

“A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD” LIFTS UP A GOD WHO BRINGS SPIRITUAL 
STRENGTH IN TIMES OF CRISIS. BY DAVID HERBERT

LUTHER’S HYMN AND 
THE BLACK DEATH



FALL 2021 ›› BARNABAS ›› 7

Our need
We are searching for a  
FULL-TIME PASTOR for Berean 
Baptist Church. You can find more 
about the specifics of the position, 
our beliefs and practices, mutual 
responsibilities and how to apply on 
our website.

Our community
Berean Baptist Church is located in 
downtown Sudbury, Ontario, about 
4 hours north of Toronto. The city is 
centred on mining, and is a university 
and hospital centre for Northeastern 
Ontario. It has a population of about 
160,000 people.

Our heart for our 
community
As Bereans (Acts 17:11), we value 
strong Bible preaching and teaching, 
and are eager to reach out with the 
Gospel in our area of service. 

Over six years ago, we purchased and 
renovated a new building in a more 
residential neighbourhood. The 
impact of social issues common to 
the downtown core of most cities 
hurts many around us, and we are 
eager to find ways of sharing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with them.

For full details about the position, please visit 

www.bereansudbury.ca

FULL-TIME PASTOR

BEREAN_PastoralSearchAD.indd   1BEREAN_PastoralSearchAD.indd   1 2021-10-27   2:27 PM2021-10-27   2:27 PM

maintain a healthy physical regimen in 
order to keep this disease at bay. But, 

In an emergency, however, we must 
be bold enough to risk our health if 
that is necessary. Thus we should be 
ready for both—to live and to die 
according to God’s will. For “none of 
us lives to himself and none of dies to 
himself,” as Paul says, Romans 15 (Lu-
ther’s Works, 43:136).

A week after the plague appeared, Elector 
John of Saxony ordered the faculty of the 
University of Wittenberg—Luther included 
—and the student body to relocate south to 
Jena. Luther and John Bugenhagen, a 
colleague, refused. Knowing that they were 
exposing their families to the plague, they 
still felt they had to stay and minister to 
both the physical and spiritual needs of the 
people of Wittenberg. Since Luther had 
been granted the former Augustinian 
monastery known as the Black Cloister as 
his personal residence, he and Bugenhagen 
began converting some of the twenty-four 
rooms, not only for families to stay in, but 
also into a hospital for those in need.

David Herbert, a retired elementary and 
secondary history teacher, has authored a 

number of books. He attends Southdale Bible 
Chapel in London, ON.

Luther’s secretary George Rörer and his 
wife Hanna sought refuge at the Black 
Cloister. She had not only contracted the 
plague but she was also pregnant. After a 
difficult delivery, the baby was stillborn. 
Shortly afterward, Hanna died. Katharina, 
Luther’s wife, was also pregnant at this 
time. In a letter to Justus Jonas, another 

colleague, Luther wrote: “I am concerned 
about the delivery of my wife, so greatly 
has the example of the Deacon’s wife terri-
fied me” (Luther’s Works, 49: 173)

Luther had no doubt the battle against 
the Black Death was a spiritual one. To 
many, whether Christian or not, this 
scourge signalled the Antichrist was upon 
them and in a short time this tribulation of 
unbearable woe would come to an end 
with the Lord’s return.

Finally, in November, the plague came 
to an end. Ten days later, Katharina gave 
birth to their first daughter, Elizabeth. The 
joy this baby brought was sadly short-lived; 
she died a few months later.

Some 500 years later, “A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God” has been translated into more 
than 200 languages. As was its original 
intent, this hymn continues to bring spirit-
ual strength in the crises of life!

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper he, amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing…

Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also;
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still.
His kingdom is forever. 

They felt they had to stay 
and minister to both the 
physical and spiritual 
needs of the people of 
Wittenberg.
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GENDER 
IDEOLOGY?



 In 2019, a dad in British Columbia 
was ordered to refer to his daugh-
ter as his son, and to refer to her 
with male pronouns. He refused. 
Rob Hoogland was accused by 
Judge Francesca Marzari of 

“family violence” for using female 
pronouns when speaking about 

his daughter. Police were given a warrant 
to arrest him if he used language that ac-
knowledged his child was biologically fe-
male. The mother, the medical system and 
the courts all insisted that the girl should 
be given puberty blockers. Rob opposed 
this, believing that she might grow up to 
regret the decision. In April 2021, B.C. 
Supreme Court Justice Michael Tammen, 
ordered him to serve a six-month jail sen-
tence for speaking of his daughter as a girl. 
Rob Hoogland’s real crime? Attempting to 
protect his daughter from the false claims 
of gender ideology. 

What is gender ideology? 
One LGBT group tells young people: 

Everyone has a gender identity. This is 
the gender that someone feels they 
are. This might be the same as the 
gender they were given as a baby, but 
it might not. They might feel like they 
are a different gender, or they might 
not feel like a boy or a girl.

Note the emphasis on feeling. Not truth, 
science or reason. In a therapeutic society, 
personal feeling often trumps everything 

FALL 2021 ›› BARNABAS ›› 9

else. But gender ideology is based on four 
false claims: 

1. “Binary is bad.”
Humanity is made up of male and female 
people. The word ‘binary’ simply means 
‘relating to two’. ‘Binary’ is the foundation 
of LGB and T. Lesbians are women at-
tracted to other women. Gays are attracted 
to other men. Bisexuals are attracted to 
men and women. Trans people want to live 
as the “other” of the two sexes. Each cat-
egory is defined by “binary” differences. 

2. “Gender is a spectrum.”
There are an infinite number of ways in 
which we live out our lives as male and fe-
male. That doesn’t mean there are seven 
billion different gender identities. It 
doesn’t negate the reality that we are men 
or women.

3. “Boy/girl; man/woman are just 
social constructs.”

The social roles lived out by men and 
women vary from place to place, and from 
time to time. But sexual differentiation is a 
biological reality, not just a social construct. 

4. “We all have a ‘gender identity’ 
that may be separate from our 
sex.”

A comprehensive survey of the scientific 
evidence was published in 2016, which 
examined over 200 peer-reviewed studies 
in the biological, psychological and social 
sciences. It concluded:

HOW WE CAN PROTECT  
AND GUIDE OUR CHILDREN  
BY SHARON JAMES
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The hypothesis that gender identity is 
an innate, fixed property of human 
beings that is independent of biologic-
al sex—that a person might be “a man 
trapped in a woman’s body” or “a 
woman trapped in a man’s body”—is 
not supported by scientific evidence 
[Meyer and McHugh, “Sexuality and 
Gender,” The New Atlantis 50 (Fall 
2016), 8].

To be human is to be male or female 
(this is not negated by the small number 
of infants born with genitalia of ambigu-
ous appearance). We are all born from the 
union of a man and a woman (even if their 
gametes have been artificially united in a 
laboratory). To be male or female is not 
about having particular body parts that 
can be removed. It is written into the 
DNA of nearly every cell of your body. 

And yet, many children today are being 
told:

• Your sex is “assigned” at birth, 
it’s not innate or biological.

• Your “gender identity” is some-
thing you’re born with, but it 
may not line up with your body. 

• Your “gender identity” is deter-
mined by feelings, and the 
things you like.

• If you have a girl body but like 
making things and fixing things 
you may really be a boy trapped 
in the wrong body.

• If you have a boy body but like 
pretty things you may really be 
a girl trapped in the wrong body.

How does this impact children? 
Some children exhibit “gender noncon-
forming behaviour” from an early age. 
They may behave like the other sex with 
regard to clothing, play styles, playmates, 
interests and so on. Sadly and wrongly, in 
the past, gender nonconforming boys 
might have been ostracised or bullied by 
others who shamed him with terms such 
as “sissy.” A gender nonconforming girl 
may have been teased as a “tomboy.” Some 
of these children are unhappy with their 
birth sex, and may even believe they have 
been “given the wrong body.” But there’s a 
natural solution. It’s called puberty. 

When gender nonconforming children 
are not encouraged to identify as the 
opposite sex the great majority (between 
60 and 90%) adjust to their birth sex once 
puberty has occurred. That’s why, in the 
past, “watchful waiting” was advised by 
professionals.

Now, however, due to pressure from 
activists, there is an increasing insistence 
that such children should be allowed, if 
they wish, to “socially transition.” Social 
transition means adopting the name, 
pronouns, clothes, hairstyle, etc. of the 
opposite sex, and allowing the child to use 
the toilet and other facilities of the other 
sex. When social transition is permitted, 
the child’s dysphoria is far more likely to 
persist. That’s because those who socially 
transition almost always then demand 
drugs to suppress puberty, denying them-
selves nature’s own remedy for dysphoria. 
Those who are prescribed puberty blockers, 
then almost invariably go on to be given 
cross-sex hormones.

There are encouraging signs of push 
back, including the exposure of malprac-
tice at the Tavistock Clinic in London, 
England, and the high court judgement in 
the Kiera Bell case in December 2020, also 
in England. Judges ruled that underage 
children are unlikely ever to understand 
the life-changing impact of puberty 

blockers. However, this decision was over-
turned on appeal in September 2021, and 
Bell is now seeking to take the case to the 
UK Supreme Court.

How does this impact 
adolescents?
As well as young children, in recent years a 
growing number of adolescents who have 
not previously demonstrated gender non-
conformity, experience what’s been de-
scribed as “rapid-onset gender dysphoria” 
(ROGD). This seems mostly, but not always, 
to occur among girls. The number being re-
ferred for “gender treatment” has increased 
by more than 1,000 per cent in the United 
States and more than 3,000 per cent in the 
United Kingdom. Clinics in other Western 
countries report similar increases. 

This sometimes seems to come from 
nowhere, and parents are bewildered. The 
first—and still only—major study of this 
was conducted by Lisa Littman, and her 
findings were published in 2018. She 
found that adolescents experiencing 
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ROGD tended to either belong to a group 
of friends in which multiple, or even all, 
members became transgender-identified 
around the same time, or they were 
immersed in social media, or both.

She described this as “social contagion.” 
A peer group (either real or virtual) fosters 
the mutual belief that anxiety and unhappi-
ness may be caused by being “transgender,” 
and that “gender transition” will provide 
the solution. A trawl through social media 
sites such as Tumblr reveals an array of 
heart-breaking posts evidencing deep self-
hatred, coupled with a naive confidence 
that “transition” will lead to acceptance by 
peers and internal peace. The angst of such 
youngsters is shamelessly exploited by 
commercial promotion of products such as 
breast binders. 

Young people learn what to demand, 
and what to say, from others, especially 
online. They are told by trans-affirming 
peers that parents who resist such 
demands are transphobic. There is a sense 
that the world is divided between “us,”  
(those who understand trans issues), and 

“them,” (the enemy). They are told that 
young people who aren’t allowed to transi-
tion are “likely to commit suicide,” and 
misleading suicide statistics are spread 
around. There is mutual pressure in such 
groups to demand hormone treatments. 
Increasing numbers of girls are binding 
their breasts when they start developing, 
and boys may seek to conceal (tuck) their 
genitals. Around the age of 16, “cross-sex 
hormones” may be given. Girls may be 
able to have a double mastectomy (remov-
al of breasts). Some youngsters also 
demand so-called “bottom surgeries” or 
genital reassignment surgeries, although 
these are not recommended before age 18. 

We are now hearing an increasing 
number of testimonies from desisters and 
detransitioners. Abigail Shrier has docu-
mented many of these in her recent 
compelling book Irreversible Damage 
(Regnery Publishing, 2020). 

In 2018, a group of professionals and 
others contributed to a symposium 
entitled Transgender Children: Born in Your 
Own Body. They all challenge the trend 
toward affirming the desire of some chil-
dren to “change sex” and agree that:

Transgendering children is not pro-
gressive, but politically reactionary, 
medically dangerous and abusive of 
children [Brunskell-Evans and Moore, 
eds, Transgender Children: Born in 
Your Own Body (Cambridge Scholars, 
2018) 3]. 

10 WAYS CHRISTIAN 
PARENTS CAN HELP 
THEIR CHILDREN:

1 Teach children and young people 
God’s good design and the 
bigger picture.

We have not evolved by chance. God cre-
ated man and woman in his own image, 
and he created men and women different 
by design. This liberates us from the pres-
sure of having to construct our own gender 
identity. We may be different from others 
in all sorts of ways, but the one reality of 
being male or female is not a choice.

Children brought up with a Christian 
worldview can place their lives in a bigger 
context: we are here for God’s glory, and 
we are called to love God and love others. 
We don’t have to construct our own iden-
tity and purpose from scratch. 

We need to encourage children and young 
people to respect their bodies, as we are all 
created by God. We live in an age which puts 
cruel pressure on young people to focus on 
how they look. We need to reassure our 
children that each one is special to God. 
Our value and dignity does not rest on how 
other people judge our appearance. 

2Teach your child that everyone 
should be treated kindly, no 
matter how they behave or 

what they believe.
But teach them also that we should not be 
forced to agree with the beliefs or actions 
of others. Disagreement is not hatred. All 
bullying is wrong. That also means that our 
religious or conscientious beliefs should 
be respected by others. And teach them 
that real kindness is based on truth. Be 
well informed about the testimonies of 
those who regret their “transition.”

3 Avoid exaggerated 
stereotypes of masculinity and 
femininity.

Superficial cultural expectations can be 
enforced in an unhelpful way. Just because 
a little boy is unusually artistic and gentle 
does not mean he should be pushed into 
thinking of himself as homosexual or 
transgender. A little girl may be sporty and 
tomboyish, but that doesn’t mean that she 
should be pushed into identifying as lesbian 
or “trans.”

Behaviours that would have been 
accepted as within the normal range even 
a few years ago (eg. girls wanting to join in 
with boys’ games) are now being inter-
preted as “gender confusion.” This defies 
common sense. Children have differing 
aptitudes and gifts, which should be 
encouraged and nurtured, even when they 
may not be stereotypically male or female. 

4 Check out what your child is 
learning at school, and what 
they are reading and watching.

Parents should resist explicit and permis-
sive sex education. Before puberty, chil-
dren should be allowed to remain innocent. 
It is abusive and dangerous to expose them 
to sexual activity or images before their 
brains and bodies are ready. 

Gender ideology is uncritically promoted 
on social media platforms. Parents need to 
be aware of the messages being imbibed, 
and need to be alert to the ever younger 
age at which children may be sharing links 
to pornography. Internet usage should be 
closely monitored. 

5 Help children and young 
people to be critical of the 
claims of gender ideology.

Discuss questions such as, ‘Do we really 
have to accept what people think in their 
minds that they are? How far must this 
go?” In 2017, Rachel Dolezal, a white 
American woman was found to be wrongly 
claiming to be black. Logically, if we can 
self-identify our gender, why not our race? 
In 2018, a 69-year-old Dutchman went to 
court to claim the right to “self-identify” as 
a 49 year old. Logically, if we can self-declare 
our sex, why not our age?

“Transgendering children is not progressive, 
but politically reactionary, medically dangerous 
and abusive of children.”
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6 Address other mental health 
concerns.
If your child claims to be trans-

gender there may be underlying issues. Are 
they suffering depression, anxiety or an 
eating disorder? Are there peer/social or 
learning difficulties? Are there difficulties 
with relationships? Is there a pattern of 
alcohol or drug use? Use open-ended 
questions to try to find out. 

Adolescents often experience rapidly 
shifting ideas and emotions. Empathize 
without affirming. Don’t reinforce an idea 
that might otherwise pass. Be cautious 
about who you look to for professional 
help. Many psychologists and psychiatrists 
may be far too hasty in advocating transi-
tion. Try to find a mental health profes-
sional who is competent to address under-
lying issues without jumping to the 
conclusion that gender confusion must 
only be “fixed” through “transition.”

7 Don’t encourage “social 
transition” or permit access to 
puberty blockers.

In general, for most young children, 
gender dysphoria desists around the time 
of puberty. When “social transitioning” is 
allowed, the dysphoria is far more likely 
to persist.

There have been no clinical trials show-
ing the long-term safety or effectiveness of 
puberty blockers. Drugs are prescribed 
without proper medical diagnosis and 
threaten future fertility, possibly brain 
development, and likely result in decreased 
bone mineralization (meaning a higher 
risk of fractures).

8 Don’t be intimidated by 
threats of suicide.
False statistics are routinely repeat-

ed in this area. In reality, those who transi-
tion are still often likely to attempt suicide. 
Parents need to remember that their child 
should be treated for co-morbid condi-
tions (shockingly, these are often ignored 
in the rush to “affirm transition”). The 
safest approach is to seek to line up their 
child’s perception of themselves with their 
biological sex. 

9 Take the long-term 
perspective.
When children genuinely experience 

discontent with their biological sex, if 
puberty is allowed to take its natural 
course, and you allow testosterone to kick 
in for boys, and estrogen for girls, in the 
vast majority of cases gender confusion 
is resolved. Children and young people 

are impressionable and immature. We 
don’t allow them to make big decisions in 
other areas. In many countries they are not 
allowed to drink alcohol or smoke or get a 
tattoo until they are 18 or even older. Some 
experts say that their brains are not fully 
wired up for mature, forward thinking 
until they are 25. In time, your child may 
thank you for resisting their demands. 

10 Gather prayer support. 
The lie of gender ideology has 
permeated our culture. This 

is spiritual warfare. We need to be united 
in prayer for our children. Married 
couples should pray together for their 
own children. Also, when our children 
were young, I found it helpful to pray with 
other mums, praying Scripture-soaked 
prayers for our children. Be intentional in 
prayer that your children be protected 
from the lies of the Evil One. Find reliable 
and trustworthy people to support you in 
these prayers. 

The power of our surrounding culture 
can seem overwhelming. But rejecting 
belief in the creation design for male and 
female dishonours our Creator. We must 
resist gender ideology, not only for the 
protection of our children, but supremely 
because it dishonours God. 

We are to honour God by upholding 
truth. And we are to extend his free offer of 
grace to those who have been deceived by 
lies. To all those who struggle, including 
those who weary of having to “perform” a 
role that is alien to their biological identity, 
Jesus Christ extends both an invitation and 
a promise: 

Come to me, all who labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light (Matthew 11:28–30). 

Helpful resources

• www.christian.org.uk/
wp-content/uploads/SocialCon-
tagion.pdf

• www.christian.org.uk/
wp-content/uploads/Trans-
genderCraze.pdf

• Sharon James, Gender Ideology: 
What Do Christians Need To 
Know? (Christian Focus, 2019) 

• Sharon James, “How Radical 
Gender Ideology Cheats Our 
Children,” Family Education 
Trust, London, Annual Confer-
ence, July 3, 2021, www.youtube.
com/user/familyeducationtrust

• Stormie Omartian, Power of a 
Praying Parent (Harvest House, 
2014); one may disagree with 
some details but the benefit of 
praying daily through Scripture 
for one’s children is incalculable. 

The following are not written from 
a Christian viewpoint, but are 
useful for anyone concerned for 
children and young people in our 
current culture: 
 
• Abigail Shrier, Irreversible 

Damage: The Transgender Craze 
Seducing our Daughters 
(Regnery Publishing, 2020) 

• H. Brunskell-Evans, M. Moore, 
eds., Transgender Children and 
Young People: Born in your own 
Body (Cambridge Scholars, 2018)

• H. Brunskell-Evans, M. Moore, 
eds., Inventing Transgender 
Children and Young People 
(Cambridge Scholars, 2019)

• K. Stock, Material Girls: Why 
Reality Matters for Feminism 
(Fleet, 2021)

• Genspect.org, an international 
campaign group of professionals 
and parents has been launched, 
to give a voice to those 
concerned about the rapid 
medicalization of children with 
gender dysphoria.

The lie of gender ideology has permeated our 
culture. This is spiritual warfare. We need to be 
united in prayer for our children.

Dr. Sharon James works for The Christian 
Institute, U.K., and is author of several 

books, most recently How Christianity 
Transformed the World (Christian Focus, 2021). 
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“lawful things” (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:23). 
This is harder to accept, I think, for these 
are often the cherished blessings in our 
lives, and it’s hard to see why God would 
ask us to give them up. But what is real 
surrender if we still cling to anything, even 
lawful things? Jesus is our perfect example 
in this: “The life lost on the Cross was not 
a sinful one—the treasure poured forth 
there was God-given, God-blessed treasure, 
lawful and right to be kept: only that there 
was the life of the world at stake!”

Are our hands off the very blossom of 
our life? Are all things—even the treas-
ures that He has sanctified—held 
loosely, ready to be parted with, with-
out a struggle, when He asks for them? 
It is not in the partial relaxing of grasp, 
with power to take back again, that this 
fresh victory of death is won: it is won 
when that very power of taking back is 
yielded; when our hands, like the little 
calyx hands of God’s buttercups, are 
not only taken off, but folded behind 
our back in utter abandonment. Death 
means a loosened grasp—loosened be-
yond all power of grasping again.

As Jesus obeyed the Father and laid 
down his life, letting go of everything but 

God, suffering in order to save, we must 
also be willing to yield to the will of God in 
all areas of our life. We say with hymnwriter 
Frances R. Havergal, “Take my life, and let 
it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.”

When we consider what it is to surrender, 
we likely fear the loss of ourselves. But 
remember Jesus’s words: “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it” 
(Matthew 16:24–25). It is this paradox that 
is at the heart of Christianity. Surrendering 
ourselves to God is the only way to find 
true freedom. We can trust him with our 
lives infinitely more than we can trust our 
sinful selves. 

He may call us away from those we love 
dearly, and we can see only emptiness and 
loneliness on the other side. He may cause 
us to live on lesser means, and we can’t see 
how we will make ends meet. We may have 
to leave a place of peace and comfort to 
enter spiritual battlefields. What do we do 
with that direction from God? Do we protest 
and fight it? Do we fall into despair? Or do 
we yield our lives to God so completely that 
we hold onto nothing but him, letting the 
seeds of our dying go forth to produce fruit? 
We can choose to grow out of surrender 
into sacrifice. We can live by faith, not 
knowing what is ahead but knowing who 
we follow. Only God can bring life out of 
death—but he can, he does and he will!

There is a dawn coming. There is a 
springtime guaranteed, for those who are 
in Christ. Those who willingly surrender 
their lives for the sake of love will experi-
ence rebirth. As the seedpods break open 
and spill their seeds in the fall, those little 
seeds that look hard and lifeless now will 
break forth into new life when the days 
lengthen and the sun warms the earth and 
the rains fall. And we long for this resurrec-
tion, saying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revela-
tion 22:20). And perhaps even in this life, 
there are some who, after a period of dark-
ness, will yet see the dawn of their days as 
new life breaks through—by God’s mercy 
and grace, and for his glory. 

Only God can bring 
life out of death.

| culture COMMENT 

BY DANIELLE GIGNAC ›› 
As autumn progresses and 
the natural world goes dor-
mant or dies, I’m reminded 
to think of what is accom-
plished through this yearly 

dying with Lilias Trotter’s little book, Par-
ables of the Cross (Dodo Press, 2008). It is a 
profound series of lessons centring on the 
cross, where it was proved that “death is the 
gate of life.” Using illustrations from nature, 
Trotter explains how God “takes the very 
thing that came in with the curse and makes 
it the path of glory. Death becomes a begin-
ning instead of an ending, for it becomes the 
means of liberating a fresh life.”

Our culture is obsessed with the appear-
ance of life. Everything is frozen in its most 
idealized state—from cosmetic surgery to 
genetically engineered apples that don’t 
turn brown. Our society rebels against the 
natural processes of decay and death, doing 
everything it can to preserve youth or 
enhance attractiveness. There are even 
plants cultivated purely for aesthetic 
appeal which can no longer produce viable 
seeds. The Bible teaches that we have this 
wrong. The things of this world are mere 
vanity and will pass away (i.e., see Ecclesi-
astes 1). It is the spiritual cultivation that 
matters. For those who are in Christ, there 
is no fear in death (Psalm 23:4). In fact, it 
is only through death to sin and self that 
we can find life. And this life is meant to be 
multiplied. We ought to be like the humble 
wildflowers that are focused more on their 
reproduction than their appearance. 

A flower that stops short at its flower-
ing misses its purpose. We were creat-
ed for more than our own spiritual de-
velopment; reproduction, not mere 
development, is the goal of matured 
being—reproduction in other lives…. 
The true, ideal flower is the one that 
uses its gifts as means to an end; the 
brightness and sweetness are not for its 
own glory; they are but to attract the 
bees and butterflies that will fertilise 
and make it fruitful. All may go when 
the work is done—“it is more blessed 
to give than to receive” [Acts 20:35].

Beyond dying to sin, Jesus shows us 
through his life that we are also to die to 

SURRENDERING 
OURSELVES TO GOD

Danielle Gignac is an architect living in 
Guelph, ON. She attends Crestwicke 

Baptist Church.
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| WORD matters

HOW TO LIVE THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE

BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› When Eric Liddell’s sister 
questioned him as to whether his desire to run in 
the 1924 Olympics had clouded his call as a 
missionary to China, 
Liddell responded, 

“God made me for a 
purpose, for China, but he also 
made me fast and when I run, I feel 
his pleasure.” Liddell ran and won 
the Olympic Gold Medal and then 
went to China as a missionary. He 
lived and died to the glory of God. 

Paul’s desire when writing to the 
Colossian Christians was for them 
to know that neither legalism nor 
mysticism could empower them to 
live the Christian life, but Christ is 
all and all that we need. The Christian life is not only lived by 
letting the peace of Christ rule our hearts and the Word of Christ 
dwell in us, but also as we live all of life according to the supremacy 

and sufficiency of Christ, as Paul encourages us 
in Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.”

Living our lives according to the supremacy 
and sufficiency of Christ means we live our lives 
as those who bear his name. Whatever we do, 
whether its how we view and do our job, or 
areas of Christian liberty, we are to live our lives 
as those who bear Christ’s name. To bear the 
name of Christ means we live in dependence on 

him, under his authority and in obedience to his lordship, so that 
there is not one square inch of our lives he does not own. We live 
as his representatives bearing his name as Christ-like ones. And it 
means that instead of living by a detailed list of manmade rules, 
Christ and his Word are sufficient for how we are to live the 
Christian life. 

But living our lives according to the supremacy and sufficiency 
of Christ also means that we are to live thankful lives. Thankful 
lives start with an attitude of gratitude, as we are thankful to God 
for who he is and the great things he has done. But an attitude of 
gratitude must express itself actively by giving thanks. God’s will 
for us is that we always give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thes-
salonians 5:18). The way we demonstrate that our lives are being 
lived in the name of Christ is through giving thanks to the Father 
through the Son, from whom all blessings flow. 

How to live the Christian life is answered by two questions: Can 
I do what I am doing in the name of Christ, and can I give thanks 
to God for how I am living? But to live the Christian life you first 
need to answer the question of whether you are a Christian. Are 
you living a life marked by repentance and a life marked by faith in 
Jesus Christ? 

To bear the 
name of 
Christ 
means… 
there is not 
one square 
inch of our 
lives he 
does not 
own.

Dale Nevilizer is pastor of Tilbury Regular Baptist Church, Tilbury, ON.
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A quarterly review of new & recent books

PROVIDENCE
BY JOHN PIPER
Crossway (2021); 752 pgs
ISBN 978-1433568343

Without a doubt, one of the 
most influential Christian writ-
ers of our time is John Piper. 
Without a doubt, Providence is 
one of the most God-glorifying 
and soul-satisfying books to be 
written in our time, and, in my 
opinion, Piper’s magnum opus. I 
cannot recommend it too highly.

Providence deals with the 
sovereign governance of God 
over absolutely everything, 
from the smallest insect to the 
largest universe. All nature and 
all nations, as well as Satan and 
demons and every human 
being are under divine control 
and maintenance.

Piper does not deal philo-
sophically but theologically and 
biblically with his topic. Verses 
in both the Old and New Testa-
ment are marshalled to show 
the all-pervasive penetration of 
God’s control. Nothing and no 
one is outside of his dominion. 
God himself—alone—is the 
only standard by which every-
thing is to be tested. The Bible 
teaches us the what of God’s 
sovereign providence. It does 
not explain the how of his 
providence. The sections on 
conversion, sanctification and 
glorification are more than 
worth the price of the book. 
Providence will become a classic. 
Read it, wonder and worship! 

—DON THEOBALD

R.C. SPROUL
A life
BY STEPHEN J. NICHOLS
Crossway (2021); 400 pgs
ISBN 978-1433544774

I was a freshman at Gordon 
Conwell Theological Seminary 
when I first heard R.C. Sproul 
preach at a chapel service in 
the spring of 1973. I will never 
forget the day. He was young, 
ruggedly handsome, intelli-
gent, winsome and articulate. 
He spoke on the topic “The 
Psychology of Atheism” from 
Romans 1:18–32. I was hooked.

Author Stephen Nichols is a 
church historian, president of 
Reformation Bible College and 
chief academic officer of 
Ligionier Ministries. He writes 
as a friend, who loved, admired 
and enjoyed Dr. Sproul.

R.C. Sproul is an interesting, 
enjoyable and spiritually prof-
itable read. It is filled with key 
events and controversies that 
engaged Dr. Sproul’s immense 
talents and skills and learning. 
His very human side is seen in 
his obvious love for his wife, 
Vesta, and his family, his good 
sense of humour and his keen 
interest in sports. We meet 
many of the leading personal-
ities of the church—many of 
whom were good friends with 
R.C. But paramount is R.C’s 
obvious love for his Saviour 
and his dogged commitment to 
biblical truth and theological 
accuracy. It is an excellent and 
edifying book.—DON THEOBALD

WHAT ABOUT EVIL?
A Defense of God’s Sovereign Glory
BY SCOTT CHRISTENSEN
P & R (2020); 576 pgs
ISBN 978-1629955353

Inevitably, every true child of 
God will struggle with the 
problem of evil. What the 
Bible says about the character 
and conduct of God will seem-
ingly be contradicted by our 
experience. Evil, sinful, horrif-
ic events occur all around us 
and, at times, even to us. Will 
that collision strengthen or 
lessen our trust and confi-
dence in the Lord Jesus Christ?

Christensen, a pastor, very 
ably tackles this difficult and 
practical problem. He thor-
oughly and systematically lays 
out the problem of evil and 
analyzes the issues and various 
Christian solutions offered. 
Each chapter deals with a 
specific aspect of evil, such as 
free will or moral responsibil-
ity, etc. The chapter usually 
begins with a captivating, real 
life story that leads into an 
issue which is then carefully 
evaluated. Evil can only prop-
erly be understood and 
responded to by seeing it in 
light of the redemptive 
suffering and triumph of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The book is marinated in 
Scripture, solidly gospel-centred 
and God glorifying. What About 
Evil? is well worth the effort of 
your study and thought.

—DON THEOBALD

THE MAN IN THE GAP
The Life and Ministry of Martin 
Petersen Holdt
BY REX JEFFERIES
Shepherd Press (2021); 176 pgs
ISBN 978-1633422162

One of the greatest privileges 
of my life was to preach in 
South Africa in 2004. Another 
highlight of this trip was to 
preach for Martin Holdt in his 
pulpit at Constantia Park Baptist 
Church in Pretoria. It was a 
real blessing to be with him 
and his dear wife, Elsabé. I had 
previously met Pastor Holdt and 
heard him preach in Canada.

The author of The Man in the 
Gap is Rex Jefferies, a teacher, 
close friend and colleague of 
Holdt. He has written a refresh-
ingly honest and edifying biog-
raphy of a real man of God who 
had a significant influence for 
Christ in South Africa for over 
four decades.

Holdt was born in 1941 and 
converted in 1960. Following 
theological training, he married 
Beryl, and they had five children. 
Holdt was a pastor, church 
planter, conference speaker and 
seminary professor. In 1996, Beryl 
died, and in 1997, Holdt married 
Elsabé. He died in 2012.

Holdt was noted for his 
faithfulness to truth, prayerful-
ness, a genuine love for people, 
kindness and generosity. He 
was a wise pastor and an excel-
lent preacher of God’s Word. 
This book is warm, challenging 
and humbling.—DON THEOBALD

o≠ THE SHELF |
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BY OWEN PIKKERT ›› We gain much knowledge 
by using our reason. It is reason that informs us, 
given our health goals, it is better to exercise than 
eat cake; if dolphins are mammals, then they are 
vertebrates; and if a shape is triangular, then it 
has three sides. But can we use our reason to gain 

knowledge of God? In keeping with a broadly Reformed perspec-
tive, my answer is “basically no.” It is revelation which provides us 
with knowledge of God, not reason. For reasons of space, I will limit 
my discussion to a few relevant Bible verses, and conclude with a 
warning. There is, of course, much more to be said on the subject.

Can reason add to revelation?
The first point to make is that we do not need reason to add to our 
knowledge of God. Many Christians know 2 Timothy 3:16–17: “All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” It is 
natural to focus on the earlier verse, which gives a powerful af-
firmation of Scripture’s inspiration. But the latter verse also gives a 
powerful affirmation of Scripture’s sufficiency. One does not need 
to wait for some historical, scientific or philosophical discovery to 
become “complete, equipped for 
every good work.” Everything we 
need to know about God in this 
life is already found in the Bible. 

But, it may be objected, the 
sufficiency of Scripture does not 
imply that we know absolutely 
everything there is to know about 
God. In fact, Paul seems to suggest 
the opposite in 1 Corinthians 13:12, 

“For now we see in a mirror dimly, 
but then face to face.” So maybe 
we can still use our reason to make the mirror a little less dim by 
revealing some additional facts about God. The problem with this 
line of thinking is that there is no Scriptural exhortation for us to 
use our reason to that end. Such silence would be very surprising, 
if in fact we could use our reason to identify additional facts about 
God. While it is certainly true that in heaven we will learn things 
about God we do not fully know on earth, this does not mean on 
earth we can use reason to get a head start on heaven.

Should we use reason to prove revelation?
Christians of many denominations agree we should not use reason 
to add to revelation. There is more disagreement, however, over 
whether we should use reason to prove revelation. Perhaps there 
are some truths in the Bible we can prove simply by thinking 
hard, or by appealing to some facts about nature. There are many 
Christians of good will who think this can be done, and it should 
be done to defend the faith. They often appeal to Romans 1:20: 

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have been made. So they are with-
out excuse.” This verse is often read as an endorsement of using 
reason to prove facts about God.

Yet even if Paul is appealing to reason (and even then there is 
debate), we need to qualify this verse with many caveats. First 

REASON AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD
caveat: the verse only lists two divine attributes, namely God’s 
eternal power and divine nature. Paul is not saying we can infer 
other divine attributes from nature. Second caveat: the verse does 
not tell us which aspect of nature reveals these divine attributes. 
Thus, it is useless to use this verse as a condensed statement of 
some famous argument for God’s existence, such as the argument 
from nature’s motion (Aquinas), from nature’s very existence 
(Leibniz) or from nature’s complex design (Paley). Third caveat: 
we know this piece of reasoning is sound because Scripture tells us 
so. It is not because Aquinas, Leibniz or Paley managed to concoct 
clever arguments. Fourth caveat: both the preceding verse and the 
subsequent verses make it plain this piece of knowledge, though 
legitimate, is widely suppressed. And the problem is not so much 
intellectual as it is moral: though reason reveals something of 
God’s existence, this knowledge is generally distorted or smothered 
by sinful desire.

Proponents of using reason to prove revelation may also invoke 
1 Peter 3:15: “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect.” Here Peter encourages us to be ready to defend our 
faith. But notice, while Peter certainly specifies the manner in 
which we must defend our faith (gently and respectfully), he does 
not specify the category of the defense. He does not say whether 
the defense must use philosophical arguments, engaging stories or 
works of art. Personally I find this to be a great relief. For suppose 
Peter had specified one of these categories. Then any Christian 
who was not good at that particular category would face the crush-
ing burden of having to read philosophical books, or mastering a 
good yarn or learning how to paint. This sounds like a recipe for 
stress, embarrassment and failure.

A warning
So far we have not found any explicit Scriptural endorsement of 
using reason to prove revelation, aside from the extremely quali-
fied claims of Romans 1:20. At the same time, we have not found 
any explicit Scriptural prohibition either. Thus, it would go too far 
to suggest someone is actually sinning by, say, using their reason to 
come up with an argument for God’s existence. If so, then God 
would have been grieved when C. S. Lewis wrote the first four 
chapters of Mere Christianity, in which Lewis tries to prove God’s 
existence from the nature of morality. Still, there are many things 
that are not technically sinful but still quite risky. For it is very easy 
to slide from “Let me see whether reason supports the Bible” to “If 
my reason does not support the Bible, then I will not believe the 
Bible.” Suppose you believe the latter, and base your belief in the 
Bible on some piece of reasoning. You then meet someone who 
pokes all sorts of holes in your reasoning. What will happen then? 
Are you convinced you can successfully rebut such a person? That 
is not the view of the village idiot but the village savant, who is 
convinced he can outwit everyone simply because he has outwitted 
everyone in his village. So while not technically sinful, using one’s 
reason to defend the faith is a risky business. Such risk should not 
be underestimated, even if cloaked under the perfectly Scriptural 
goal of “being prepared to make a defense.” 

While…in heaven 
we will learn 
things about God 
we do not fully 
know on earth, 
this does not 
mean on earth we 
can use reason to 
get a head start.

Owen Pikkert teaches philosophy at the University of Toronto. He is a 
member of Philpott Church in Hamilton, ON.



FALL 2021 ›› BARNABAS ›› 17

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
T

H
IB

A
U

LT
S

Rachel Thibault is a wife, mother, homeschool teacher and nurse 
(when she can fit that in). She loves playing piano and singing. She 

joyfully serves the church in music ministry.

“My son, eat honey, for it is good, and the drippings of the 
honeycomb are sweet to your taste. Know that wisdom is 
such to your soul; if you find it, there will be a future, and 
your hope will not be cut off” (Proverbs 24:13–14).

BY RACHEL THIBAULT ›› Licking honey from a 
fresh honey comb is delicious. Our family start-
ed beekeeping this past spring, and boy, is it 
ever a lot of work! Weekly hive checks can 
reveal so many uncertainties. Are there enough 
local resources? Will we discover invading 

pests? Is the queen laying eggs? Will we be stung?
During one of our weekly beehive checks, my beekeeper 

partners and I were inspecting the second of our three hives. 
The inspection had passed relatively smoothly up until this 
point. We were all garbed in our veiled hats, protective suits 
and leather gloves. I was removing a frame out of the brood 
box when suddenly the smell of bananas filled our nostrils. 

This smell of bananas is an immediate warning to the 
beekeeper that the bees are threatened. A bee will sting skin/
clothing, and the strongly-barbed stinger remains embed-
ded. That bee does not die in vain, for the stinger is attached 
to a gland and it releases an alarm chemical (pheromones) to 
mark the enemy. Other bees can extend their stings in the 
same direction of the incident; fan their wings to alert sisters 
to the threat. The alarm chemical recruits soldier bees, work-
ers that respond to defend the hive. This smell can last in the 
air for up to five minutes, causing potential disaster for the 
beekeeper.

We pulled out the smoker and blew smoke at them, which 
disguised the smell of the alarm chemical and dispersed the 
bees.

During these hive checks, I often reflect on God’s creative 
design of the bee and how the beehive operates. When I put 
my hand on the hive and feel the buzzing of millions of bees, 
each bee doing its own specific job, I praise my almighty 
Creator, who brought these details into being with a word. 

I translate the workings of the bee colony to my own family, 
and then to the church and see how God has designed us to 
be, and the different roles we are to fulfil. I think about how 
God sent Jesus. Colossians 2:3 states it best, that it is in 
Christ, “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.” 

King Solomon knew that just as honey is good, is sweet, so 
is wisdom. With wisdom, we have a future and a hope. Are 
you seeking wisdom? Are you seeking Jesus? Are you reflect-
ing on the marvel of God’s creation in both the micro details 
and the macro details? 

the kids PAGE |

DID YOU KNOW?

››  Tessellations are repeating patterns in 
nature. Bees create repeating hexagonal 
patterns in their hives. Hexagons fit well 
together, with less space wasted.
››  Other examples of tessellations in 
nature are seen in the sunflower, 
pineapples, bubbles and snowflakes.

REFLECTIONS OF 
A BEEKEEPER

This is one of our queen bees, marked by a blue pen.
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› Communication is 
more than conveying information. We don’t merely 
talk at people. Communication is about relation-
ships, about listening, loving and seeking to under-
stand. It’s about communing with fellow human 
beings. Communion, then, is at the heart of com-

munication. When we speak or write, listen or read, we are con-
necting with others. This is why praying and reading the Bible are 
essential spiritual disciplines in communing with God. 

But words can also shatter communion and sever fellowship 
with God and with others (James 3:6–12). “Rash words are like 
sword thrusts” (Proverbs 12:18). We can also be guilty of being 
careless and unintentional with our speaking or writing. For 
example, we can be guilty of rambling and repetitive prayers, 

“irreverent babble,” and hastiness in our speech (Matthew 6:7; 
2 Timothy 2:16; Proverbs 29:20). Instant communication plat-
forms such as texting, email and social media have only exacer-
bated this tendency for ill-formed and ill-conceived communica-
tion. This is why the psalmist prays, “Set a guard, O Lord, over my 
mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!” (Psalm 141:3). In fact 
the Bible encourages us that it is sometimes better to be silent 
(Proverbs 10:19). 

There are times, however, when a Christian must speak and write 
truth, when we must convey encouragement, exhortation, correc-
tion or instruction (Ecclesiastes 3:7). How, then, ought Christians 
to speak?  Paul tells us that we ought to speak “as fits the occasion” 
(Ephesians 4:29) and we ought to “speak the truth in love” (Ephe-
sians 4:15). Likewise, the writer of Proverbs says, “A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver” (Proverbs 25:11). 
In other words, how we say something is almost as important as 
what we say. If we are serious about communicating truth to others, 
then we ought to be serious about communicating well.

Effective communication is more than ensuring proper punc-
tuation, correct spelling or avoiding run-on sentences. Communi-
cating well is also about adding persuasive force to your words. 
The Bible asserts, “The heart of the wise makes his speech judi-
cious and adds persuasiveness to his lips” (Proverbs 16:23). A 
communicator with a wise heart will speak and write well. When 
we think about persuasiveness and the art of communication, we 
often associate this with ancient Greek philosophers or Roman 
orators. But “persuasive speech” is also the business of Christians. 

| the ARTS

THE ART OF COMMUNICATION

hymns of worship 

| mixed MEDIA

Repeatedly in the book of Acts, Paul uses his words “to persuade” 
his listeners (Acts 18:4; see also 2 Corinthians 5:11; Acts 17:2–4; 
19:8; 28:23). In his epistles, he frequently employs the Aristote-
lean modes of persuasion (i.e., ethos, the speaker’s credibility; logos, 
appealing to the mind; and pathos, appealing to the heart). 

Effective and persuasive communication requires both clarity 
and beauty. These are achieved through an intentional balance of 
well-chosen and winning words, pleasing turns-of-phrase and 
carefully crafted sentences. In classical terms, this means effective 
communicators employ rhetorical devices to engage and impact 
hearers and readers.

The Bible itself is replete with the effective and beautiful usage 
of rhetorical devices. For example, Psalm 23 opens with a device 
called anaphora, the repetition of a word or phrase at the begin-
ning of successive phrases: “He makes me… He leads me… He 
restores my soul…” (Psalm 23:2–3). Jesus uses anaphora in The 
Beatitudes with the repetition of “Blessed are…” (Matthew 
5:2–12). Other examples of rhetorical devices in the Bible are 
antithesis (John 1:3; Matthew 10:34), climax (Romans 5:3–5; Joel 
1:3), epanalepsis (Ecclesiastes 12:8; Mark 2:27; Philippians 4:4), 
the rhetorical question (Psalm 73:25; Romans 8:35) and repetition 
(Ecclesiastes 1:1; Ezekiel 36:23)—just to name a few.  

A professor of rhetoric, Ryan Topping, has remarked that “truth 
unadorned is usually truth ignored.” If what we are communicat-
ing is important, then so should be the way we communicate it. To 
be clear, carefully crafting our words and phrases is not about gift-
wrapping truth, using lofty speech or tickling itching ears 
(1 Corinthians 1:17; 2:1; 2 Timothy 4:3). Instead, we are ensuring 
our speech is “seasoned with salt,” as Paul urges us in Colossians 
4:6. On food, the right amount of salt intensifies as well as balan-
ces aromas and flavours. In adding rhetorical and poetic “salt” to 
our words, we are using beautiful language to help our hearers and 
readers not only taste but also delight in what we are saying. This is, 
in part, what it means to be ready to give an answer “for the hope 
that is in you” and to “do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 
3:15). This is the art of communication: exalting Christ by speak-
ing his beautiful truth in clear, loving and beautiful ways. 

PSALMS, HYMNS, AND SPIRITUAL SONGS, VOL. 1
SHANE & SHANE
WellHouse Records (2021), 13 tracks

A wonderful album of original compositions by veteran duo Shane Barnard and Shane Everett! Leading off 
with “Psalm 42 (Loudest Praise)” their harmonious vocals combine with a strong base rhythm for a rich 
interpretation of this psalm. Psalms 8, 84 and 90 are also featured, as well as other hymns and songs that 
focus on other biblical themes such as the blessings of God in Christ in “My Portion” or being a new creation 
in “Living Water.” With a strong focus on the words, this contemporary album is worth a listen.—Janice Van Eck

Jeremy W. Johnston holds many hats—husband, father, professor, 
teacher, author and poet. He has also written Barnabas magazine's 

arts column since the magazine's founding. He attends Pilgrim Baptist 
Fellowship, Hamilton, ON.
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Helpful resources available

Charles Darwin’s Religious Views: 
From Creationist to Evolutionist
BY DAVID HERBERT
192 pages
ISBN 978-1894400305

T his book is a spiritual biography that focuses 
primarily on the religious experiences of Charles 
Darwin’s life. Its intent is to demonstrate how 

Darwin’s rejection of the Bible led him to adopt the 
naturalistic assumptions that were foundational to his 
belief in evolutionism. 

Well-researched and written in an engaging style, 
Dr. Herbert brings to life the spiritual journey of one 
of history’s most controversial fi gures. 

Charles Darwin’s Religious Journey
BY DAVID HERBERT
68 pages
JP Young Readers: For readers 10–13 years of age
ISBN 978-1894400343
A companion 48-page workbook is also available 
(ISBN 978-1894400350)

W ritten for young people, Charles Darwin’s 
Religious Journey traces Charles’ life—from 
his voyage around the world on HMS Beagle

with Captain FitzRoy, to his research and experiments 
on his return to England. Complete with maps and 
photos, this book explores how Charles came to reject 
the Bible and believe in evolutionism.
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