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| news & EVENTS

NEWSBYTES

+ Trinity Baptist Church, Burlington, ON
On Sunday, February 21, Trinity Baptist Church was 
delighted to use the Sunday School rooms in our newly 
completed building for the first time. Our restoration/
rebuild journey since the August 2017 fire has been long, 
sometimes difficult, often uncertain, but thankfully, 
always moving forward by God’s gracious “just in time, 
just enough” provision. In God’s providence, we now 
have an entirely new building that is more functional 
and better suited to ministry—may it be used to magnify 
our Father’s great name.—Harry Droogendyk

+ Pastor needed in Sudbury
Berean Baptist Church in Sudbury is looking to call a 
pastor, as Pastor Brad Powers is planning to step down 
later this year. They would be grateful for your prayers, 
and passing along this need to those who might be able 
to help. More details and contact information are 
available at www.bereansudbury.ca.

Do you have news to share (even a “newsbyte”)  
of what God is doing in your church?
Please email your news item to janicevaneck@rogers.com 
so we can pray for, praise God with you and encourage 
others by publishing it in the next issue of Barnabas.

CHURCHILL BAPTIST CHURCH
HOW WE DEALT WITH COVID-19

When COVID-19 came on the scene you will remember that 
we were not allowed to meet together as a local church and 
had to resort to live-streaming or, as in our case, ZOOM 
worship services. They were and continue to be less than 
ideal circumstances for worship.

Some time later the government allowed churches to gather 
together with certain restrictions, namely 30% capacity, 
practicing social distancing and wearing masks. Singing was 
considered a high risk activity. We tried it for a week and felt 
it too was less than ideal.

We purchased a large wedding canopy—40' by 20’ which 
for our congregation was adequate. We held all our services 
outdoors in the parking lot. We were able to bundle into 
family groups and because we were outdoors we didn’t have 
to wear masks while worshipping in song. People were 
encouraged to bring their favorite lawn chair and beverage.

On the whole it was a very pleasant experience. Not every-
one felt comfortable coming to the services and so they were 
given an opportunity listen in remotely. Yes we had to deal 
with some noise from the traffic and the wind sometimes got 
the upper hand with our papers but we are looking to doing 
it again in 2021 for a few of our services, Covid or no Covid. 
—Marino Vereecke

CHURCHILL BAPTIST CHURCH: Using a wedding canopy in their 
parking lot meant the church was able to gather in person, sing 
and enjoy worship together this past summer/fall. Lord willing, as 
warmer weather returns, the church will be able to resume 
meeting outside.

How has your church dealt with the COVID-19 restrictions?  
If you have anything to share with our readers, please email 
the editor at janicevaneck@rogers.com.

RESTORED: The old section of the church that was destroyed 
in the 2017 fire has just reopened after being rebuilt.
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APRIL 12, 2021
GRACE PASTORS  
FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Glenn Tomlinson
Theme: Washington 
Christian and the 
Abolishment of the 
Dividing Wall of Hostility
Time: 10 a.m.
Wives are invited to 
attend and lunch will 
follow at a local restaurant.
Held at Thistletown 
Baptist Church, Etobicoke, 
ON
www.gracepastorsfellow-
ship.com

MAY 2021
SGF LADIES’ RETREAT
Cancelled due to 
pandemic restrictions.

AUGUST 21–27, 2021
CANADIAN CAREY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE
Speaker: Glendon 
Thompson, pastor, Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church
Evening theme: TBD
Be sure to make “The 
Carey” part of your plans 
for summer 2021.
Held at Braeside Camp, 
Paris, ON.
www.careyconference.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING OR HOSTING AN EVENT? LET BARNABAS 
KNOW. EMAIL JANICEVANECK@ROGERS.COM

REPORT ON THE 
2020 SGF ANNUAL 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The strain of virus now well-known as COVID-19 began in late 
2019. But really, it was in 2020 that those in North America, 
and most of the world, felt its effects. In Ontario, where most 
SGF churches are presently, we saw a sudden shutdown in 
mid-March of schools, many businesses and church gather-
ings. This sad state of affairs lasted about three months. 
When things started to be operational again and looking 
more normal, we still felt under the constant threat of being 
locked down again.

Many of our ministries were cancelled during that unusual 
year: our Ladies Retreat, Pastors Conference and Retreat, and 
our beloved Carey Family Conference. It took work not to feel 
a little gloomy over the whole thing, but with the reality of 
COVID-19 wreaking havoc in the province’s nursing homes, 
others getting seriously sick, some dying, and our hospitals 
bulging at the seams, these cancellations were not traumatic 
by comparison. On the other hand, I remember mentioning to 
the SGF Board that it sure would be nice to be able to hold 
our Annual General Assembly in November and not have to 
cancel yet another event. It would be great to get together in 
person: to talk, pray, share church and ministry reports, and 
worship—even with some restrictions like six-foot social 
distancing and strategic mask-wearing. We prayed that it 
would become a reality and, praise the Lord, it did!

An encouraging time was had as about fifty men and 
women gathered at Sovereign Grace Community Church in 
Sarnia from November 20–21. Pastor Glenn Tomlinson and his 
team of workers did a marvelous job of hosting, making 
everyone feel welcome, and at the same time being conscien-
tious to respect the area government protocols meant to 
keep people safe.

One of the highlights of our gathering was the traditional 
Friday evening worship service. Pastor Richard Valade 
stirred us all from the Scriptures, challenging us from 
Matthew 28:16–20 to continue to embrace and fulfill the 
Great Commission given to us by our Lord Jesus. May God 
give us all grace to do our part in striving to make disciples 
from all nations. He is worthy.

December saw Ontario locked down yet again as officials 
sought to lessen the impact of the deadly virus. As Christians, 
may we shine as lights in the midst of a hurting and broken 
world.—Benno Kurvits

2020 SGF ANNUAL ASSEMBLY: November's gathering at 
Sovereign Grace Community Church, Sarnia, ON.

NEW BOOK LAUNCHING
Pastor Glenn Tomlinson of Sovereign Grace Community 
Church, Sarnia, ON, has authored a new book titled 
Washington Christian (1776–1850) & The Dissolution of the 
Dividing Wall. This book will be released on April 12, 2021 
and available for sale at www.blurb.ca/bookstore. Following 
is a brief description of the book from the author: 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). One in Christ Jesus. 
This is a truth that needs to be proclaimed loudly and a 
reality that needs to be lived daily, particularly in times 
where ethnic division is rife. We live in such times. 
Sometimes it is helpful to explore a Scriptural verity 
through the lens of history. Hence, this little volume. 
Washington Christian (1776–1850) & The Dissolution of 
the Dividing Wall is the first detailed exploration of this 
much revered saint. 

A former slave from the state of Virginia, Christian was 
the first African-American minister to establish a Baptist 
church in Toronto. The work traces his interaction with 
Baptists of other tribes in the city, and closes with some 
brief reflections, which I trust will be a unifying blessing 
to God’s people, thus bringing glory to our Saviour who 
prayed, “I do not ask for these only, but also for those 
who will believe in me through their word, that they may 
all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me” (John 17:20–21).



6 ›› BARNABAS ›› WINTER/SPRING 2021

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
B

A
R

R
Y

 K
E

N
D

A
L

L

In the summer of 2019, Barry and I 
celebrated our fiftieth wedding 
anniversary. We took a river cruise 
from the Black Sea to the North 
Sea on the Danube, Main and 
Rhine rivers. We flew to Bucharest, 

Romania, to begin our journey. Since most 
people in Romania belonged to the Roma-
nian Orthodox Church, I soon observed 
many similarities between that church and 
the Israelite nation in the Old Testament.

While travelling on a bus toward the 
Danube, the tour guide pointed out a town 
in the distance. People lived together in 
the town and farmed the surrounding 
countryside just as Israel had done long 
ago. At an appointed time, the young men 
and women would meet in the town 
square. All the young women would be 
carrying buckets of water. If a young man 
hoped to marry one of those women, he 
approached her with a wedding proposal. 
If she giggled, he knew he could ask her 
father for permission to marry her. He did 
not, however, offer to carry her water.

Does this story remind you of Abraham’s 
servant, likely Eliezer? At Abraham’s request, 
he travelled to find a wife for Abraham’s son, 
Isaac. The servant met Rebekah at a well 
outside the town of Nahor in northwest 
Mesopotamia. Because she drew water for 
him and for his camels, he knew the Lord 
had chosen her as Isaac’s wife.

In the city of Constanta, Romania, we 
visited an orthodox church. There, the 
tour guide gave us a lesson on how to get to 
heaven. On the left side of the entrance, an 
artist had painted a mural of those who 
had tried to be good by obeying God’s laws. 
They entered heaven. On the right side of 
the entrance, the artist had painted a 
mural of those who had disregarded God’s 
laws and slid down to hell.

We visited an orthodox church in St. 
Gheorghe, a small town near the mouth of 
the Danube and the Black Sea. I took a 
picture of a baptismal font. According to 
God’s law, a priest had to circumcise every 
baby boy on his eighth day. This church 
has substituted infant baptism for circum-
cision. Every child, including girls, becomes 
a member of that ethnic community by 
their birth. They confirm it through infant 
baptism. As a result, members of the church 
consist of a mixed multitude—those 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit and those not.

While onboard the cruise ship, we heard 
a lecture on the importance of ethnicity in 
Europe. Later, a tour guide in Miltenburg, 
Germany, reinforced that truth. She 
commented that everyone in town knew 
who belonged to each ethnic group. They 
were particularly aware of how many Jews 
lived in their town, for Jews had a separate 
graveyard from “Christians.”

In Belgrade, Serbia, we visited St. Sava, 
a Serbian Orthodox Church capable of 
holding 2,000 people. Everyone stood as 
the priest delivered a short sermon. In the 
Old Testament, the Israelites stood when-
ever they heard the reading of God’s Word. 
The tour guide pointed to a closed door. At 
once I recalled a small church in Arbanassi, 
Bulgaria. The tour guide there had also 
shown us a closed door. Both guides 
explained that only the priest could enter 
there. Likewise, in Israel, only priests 
could enter the Holy Place in the temple 
and the high priest could enter the Most 
Holy Place once a year.

At Wurzburg, Germany, we visited the 
opulent Prince-Bishop Residenz. In 1742, 
the prince-bishop at the time hired an 
artist to paint the vaulted ceiling of the 
Emperor’s Hall. He ordered the artist to 
paint scenes from the four corners of the 
earth in a banner underneath the ceiling 
with everyone looking toward a picture of 
himself. He appeared to think the whole 
world revolved around him! In fact, he 
did control the worship and secular lives 
of his citizens.

Since the beginning of time, Satan has 
duped people into worshipping local deities. 
Everyone born into those societies 
worshipped the same false god in order to 
buy and sell in the marketplace. Sometimes 
the secular ruler was a different person than 
the religious head. Other times, one person 
occupied both roles. When God promised 
Abraham that “in him all the nations of the 
world would be blessed,” he needed to 
ensure the line of the promised Seed. Thus, 
he instituted a theocracy along the lines of 
the surrounding pagan nations. God 
became the King of the nation of Israel. 
Anyone born into that nation belonged to 
God. In order to remain a member of that 
nation, boys had to be circumcised on the 
eighth day after their birth.

God also ordained a special group of 
men to be priests as nobody in that society 
had direct access to God. Those priests 
offered animal sacrifices for the sins of the 
people, but these did not permanently 
remove the guilt of their sin. The sacrifices 
were merely a picture of what Jesus would 
accomplish on the cross. 

When Israel insisted on a human king, 
God granted their wish (1 Samuel 8). 
However, God would not allow that king 
to perform the functions of a priest. God 
alone has the right to be the King/Priest for 
his people. That is why Saul lost the right 
to the kingdom when he sacrificed burnt 
offerings to the Lord and King Uzziah 
became a leper after he entered the Holy 
Place to offer incense.

TRAPPED IN THE PAST
In the Lord Jesus, we are freed from dead rituals  BY HEATHER KENDALL

COMMENT

CONSTANTA, ROMANIA: Murals depicting the orthodox church's view of the way to 
heaven—through good works and obedience to the church’s rituals—and the way to hell.
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When the Lord Jesus gave up his spirit 
and shed his precious blood on the cross, 
God tore the veil in the temple from top to 
bottom. Let us rejoice that Jesus became 
the perfect Lamb of God! By his sacrifice 
we do not need a priest to intercede for us 
with God. Instead, every believer has 
direct access to the throne of heaven. As 
God’s children, we have received forgive-
ness of sin and assurance of eternal life 
with God in the new heavens and the new 
earth. The indwelling power of the Holy 
Spirit gives us that assurance. 

At Pentecost, God instituted a new society 
comprised only of true believers—those 
who have been regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit. Shortly before his arrest, Jesus prayed, 

My prayer is not for them [the dis-
ciples] alone. I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their mes-
sage, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am 
in you. May they also be in us so that 
the world may believe that you have 
sent me (John 17:20–21). 

Paul wrote, 

Make every effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to one hope when 
you were called; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and 
in all (Ephesians 4:3–6).

Are you thankful that your eternal 
destiny does not depend on your physical 
birth? Are you thankful to have direct 
access to God because of Jesus, the Medi-
ator of the new covenant? As children of 
God, we became members of a local 
congregation when we are baptized on 
profession of our faith. We are not trapped 
by the sacrifices and rites of the Old Testa-
ment. Although decreed by God, they were 
never meant to be permanent. Instead 
they pointed to this day of grace.

One day the elect from every nation and 
from all of history will stand before God. 
As the bride of Christ, we shall sing praises 
and give glory to God: “Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb” (Revelation 7:10).  

| WORD matters

MENTAL HEALTH & 
BIBLICAL COUNSELLING

BY DALE NEVELIZER ›› 
The hymnwriter William 
Cowper would probably 
have been diagnosed today 
as bipolar. He suffered 
severe bouts of depression 

and suicidal tendencies long before there 
was either a diagnosis or treatment for 
mental illness. Although John Newton was 
not a trained psychiatric counsellor, he 
was a physician to his soul and ministered 
Christ to him.

When writing to the Colossian Christians, 
Paul wanted them to know that neither 
legalism nor mysticism could empower 
them to live the Christian life, but that 
Christ is all, and all that they or we need. 
The way that we live the Christian life is 
through the Word of Christ. His Word is 
not only the foundation for what we 
teach one another to believe, but it is the 
authority for how we should admonish 
one another to live. 

But how do we discern the difference 
between mental health and spiritual 
issues? Paul answers that question in 
Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, 
and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God.”

We were created by God with body and 
soul to glorify him and to enjoy him for- 
ever. However, the fall of humanity into 
sin has affected not only our souls but our 
whole beings as well. If Christians are as 
susceptible as non-Christians to heart 
disease and cancer, then our minds are just 
as susceptible to dementia, Alzheimer’s 
and mental illness. Mental illness is not 
sin but is the result of living in a sin- 
cursed world. It needs to be treated by 
professionals with therapy and medica-
tion. But Christians, also, have much to 
offer to those who suffer from mental 
illness. We are physicians of the soul as 
we bring the Word of God to bear upon 
their struggles and point and encourage 
them to look to Christ.

Note, too, that not every issue of the 
mind is a mental health issue: guilt, for 
example. Typically, people feel guilty 
because they are guilty. When Christians 
disobey God, they are guilty of sin and 

have a guilty conscience before God and 
those they have sinned against. Members 
of the body of Christ have a responsibility 
to counsel each other to live according to 

the Word of God. Biblical 
counselling is ongoing 
as we mentor and disci-
ple one another to be 
imitators of Christ. 
Though the church has 
no mandate to bind the 
conscience in areas of 
Christian liberty, it has a 
responsibility to inter-
vene with corrective 

discipline when there is a refusal to repent 
of sin. Church discipline is never to be 
carried out harshly, but always with 
compassion, seeking the restoration of the 
erring member. 

William Cowper wrote, 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
 but trust him for his grace.
Behind a frowning providence 
 he hides a smiling face.

If the Word of Christ so richly filled Cowper, 
then what excuse do we have? 

Biblical 
counselling 
is ongoing 
as we 
mentor and 
disciple one 
another to 
be imitators 
of Christ.

Heather Kendall is a wife, mother and 
grandmother. She is a Sunday school 

teacher of two and three-year old children and a 
ladies' Bible study leader who later became a 
published author (www.tale2k.com). She attends 
New Life Fellowship Baptist Church, Innisfil. ON.

Dale Nevilizer is pastor of Tilbury Regular 
Baptist Church, Tilbury, ON.

WILLIAM COWPER: An eighteenth-
century poet and hymnwriter, Cowper 
suffered deeply with mental illness.
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A funeral meditation by S.B., 
taken from the 1793 edition of 
the Evangelical Magazine.

 I am now in the house 
of mourning, but it 
may prove better for 
my soul than the 
house of feasting. 
That would tend to 
allure my heart from 
God, while this is 
calculated to wean it 
from the world and 

raise it to heaven. Death, that 
pale messenger and grim mon-
ster, that universal leveller and 
inexorable king of terrors and 
tyrants, has plundered and 

A CALL TO CONSIDER YOUR ETERNAL DESTINY 

ARE YOU 
PREPARED 
FOR DEATH?

ravaged this sorrowful habita-
tion. With him, however, it is 
nothing strange or new. Where 
can I find the house, of almost 
any standing, in which there 
have been none dead? From 
Adam to Moses, Death reigned; 
and from Moses to this hour, 
he still reigns. Alexander, who 
conquered the world, was con-
quered by him. His fatal darts 
continue to fly, and never once 
miss their mark. On his pale 
horse he rides up and down the 
world, and has done so for near 
six thousand years, laying all 
flat before him. He will still go 
on conquering and to conquer, 
till time will be now more. “It 

is appointed for men to die 
once” [Hebrews 9:27]. 

Epictetus told an emperor, 
what no emperor dare deny, 
“That to be born, and to die, 
were common both to princes 
and beggars.” The faithful page 
of history, and sculptured 
monuments, sacred to the 
memory of philosophers, poets, 
warriors and others, together 
with the various graves and 
inscriptions found in church-
yards, fully demonstrate the 
universality of Death. Our fath-
ers, where are they? and the 
prophets, do they live forever? 
The places which knew them 
once, know them no more. 

Let me seriously consider 
that what I now say of them 
may soon be said of me. Death, 
in every point of view, is a 
subject most solemn. And, as it 
is one in which all have an 
equal concern, it ought to be 
viewed with equal concern by 
all. For anything I know, it is 
within a step of myself. It 
cannot be a very great distance 
from anyone. Time is short: 
compared with eternity, it is 
nothing. The wise man says, 
“There is a time to be born, and 
a time to die” [Ecclesiastes 3:2]. 
In his brief account of human-
kind he passes over the time of 
his life as if he judged it too 
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power. The pleas of youth, 
beauty, worldly business or 
unfitness for the change, are 
equally inadmissible. Let me so 
number, and improve, my few 
and fugitive days, as to apply 
my heart unto wisdom [Psalm 
90:12]. Let me diligently 
prepare for the all-important 
change I cannot possibly avoid. 
I will no more say to my soul, 
“Soul, take thine ease, thou 
hast goods laid up for many 
years” but I will say, “Soul, 
prepare to meet thy God, for 
this night he may require thee 
to appear in his presence” 
[Luke 12:19–20]. What a fool I 
should be to strive to keep my 

end out of sight, as if the evil 
day would forget to come on 
account of my forgetfulness of 
its coming, and whereas its 
coming would thereby be made 
so much more terrible. I must 
not be like those who think all 
men are mortal but them-
selves, but rather imitate holy 
Job, in waiting all the days of 
my appointed time for my 
solemn and final change. 

Human life is always 

bringing changes, but Death, 
to both saints and sinners, will 
be the greatest as well as the 
last. Thereby, all distinctions, 
except those of righteous and 
wicked, will be forever levelled 
and destroyed. The tall, the 
wise, the revered head, must 
lie as low as others. His honour, 
his reverence, his lordship, his 
grace, and even his sacred 
majesty, with every other title, 
will all be lost and swallowed 

inconsiderable for notice. The 
sacred writers, ever remark-
able for the justness and 
propriety of their expressions, 
represent human life as being 
but a span, a hand’s-breath, an 
inch or two. They compare it to 
the withering grass, the fading 
flower, the flying shadow and 
the vanishing vapour. Surely 
then, my life is but a dream, 
and mine age is nothing! Surely 
every man walks in a vain 
show, and, at his best state, is 
altogether vanity.

When Death appears, every 
effort to resist his stroke proves 
ineffectual. Gold cannot bribe 
him, nor will he be awed by 

In Death, all distinctions, except those of 
righteous and wicked, will be forever 
levelled and destroyed.
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up in those emphatical words: 
“Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust.” 

To whom I was related, or to 
what inheritance I was born, 
will avail me nothing in a dying 
hour. No earthly object can 
either take away the sting or 
avert the stroke of Death. Their 
supports under it, likewise, are 
utterly feeble. Indeed, for 
sensual gratifications, no relish 
will remain. Money, fine houses, 
clothes, furniture and sumptu-
ous food, together with carnal 
mirth, friends and fashionable 
amusements, will be miserable 
comforters. Party names and 
empty notions in religion will 
then be found of small import-
ance. I may be a Catholic, a 
Churchman or a Protestant 
Dissenter of any denomina-
tion, and still be exposed, not 
only to the stroke, but also to 
the sting and terrors of Death.

What is it then, let me 
seriously inquire, that will 
avail, in the closing scenes of 
life? The inspired Scriptures 
inform me that I must either 
have my guilt forgiven or 
remain guilty forever. As the 
tree falls, so it lies.

 
There are no acts of 

pardon past
In the cold grave, to 

which we haste;
But darkness, Death, and 

long despair,
Reign in eternal silence 

there (Isaac Watts).

If I die in my sins, I must be 
driven away in my wickedness. 
After death the judgement 
[Hebrews 9:27]. So then, as 
Death leaves me, Judgement 
will find me. 

It is here, and not beyond the 
grave, that the fountain stands 
open for sin and uncleanness. 
Only on earth does the Son of 
Man exercise his forgiving 
power. Blessed be God, the 
gospel trumpet is still sound-
ing in my ears—that access to 
the door of mercy is free for all. 
But should the curtain of time 
drop before the Lord’s mercy 
be found, to seek it afterward 

would be utterly in vain. A 
single drop of water to cool a 
scorching tongue would be 
denied. To solicit rocks and 
mountains to fall upon me and 
hide me from my Judge, would 
all be labour lost. The season 
for prayer, repentance and 
salvation will then be over and 
gone forever. O solemn thought! 
May I so improve it, as not to 
loiter another moment! My 
soul, expand they wings and fly 
for refuge to the hope exhib-
ited in the gospel. Acquaint 
now thyself with God, and do it 
more and more. Whatever 
thou hast to do, do it with all 

thy might, for surely there can 
be nothing of equal import-
ance to your own eternal 
welfare. Can you bear the 
thought of being found unpre-
pared? Of being turned out of 
the body, out of the world, and 
into hell? If you cannot bear 
the thought at a distance, how 
will you bear the dreadful 
calamity when it is at hand?

To be ready for Death, I must 
experience the renewal and 
sanctification of my nature, as 
well as the pardon and remis-
sion of my sins. Except anyone 
be born again of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God [John 3:5]. 
Without holiness, no man shall 
see the Lord [Hebrews 12:14]. 
Without a divine nature, none 
would, or could, be happy in 
the divine presence. Thrice 
happy are they to whom Christ 
is made wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and redemption. 
O how precious, in the near 
views of death, is this Jesus to 
the eyes of faith! Particularly in 
his blood and righteousness. 
Here is full atonement for sin 
and a clear, indubitable title to 
the heavenly inheritance. If 
Death finds me washed in my 
Saviour’s precious blood, 
clothed in his perfect right-
eousness and completely sanc-
tified by the effectual working 
of his Holy Spirit, then I have 
nothing to fear but much to 
hope. The end of life will be the 
end of grief. To die will be gain. 
I will exchange my painful toils 
and labours for a peaceful, safe 
and everlasting rest. Leaving 
the tempestuous ocean of this 
world, I will arrive safe in the 
blissful harbour of heaven. 
Then I will end my race and 
receive the prize. My foes, too, 
will all be slain. Sin, Satan and 
the world, will break my peace 
no more. I will come off more 
than conqueror, and sheath my 
sword with shouts of Victory! 
Victory!

The days of mourning will 
not only be ended but every 
desire and wish will be grant-
ed. I will be near and like my 
God. Awaking to his likeness, I 
will be fully satisfied with those 
pleasures that are at his right 
hand forevermore. Then, with 
angels and the spirits of just 
men made perfect, I will 
mingle my songs of endless 
praise. Yes,

 
Praise shall employ my 

noblest powers
While immortality 

endures (Watts). 

Editor’s note: this text has been 
lightly edited and modernized.

Blessed be God, the gospel trumpet is 
still sounding in my ears—that access to 
the door of mercy is free for all. 
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Read Acts 3:1–13

A s Peter and John were 
going up to the temple, 
they were confronted 
with a lame beggar 
who asked them for 
alms (Acts 3:1–3). 
Money they could not 

give him, but they did give him a much 
more wonderful gift—complete healing of 
his body. As those around saw this miracle, 
they were amazed. Peter explained that the 
healing was not by their own power, but 
through the power and name of Jesus. All 
this excitement drew the attention of the 
rulers, and the two apostles were arrested.

The next day they were brought before 
the Jewish leaders. When asked what was 
their authority to do these things, Peter 
again stressed that it was through the name 
of Jesus. He also used the occasion to 
accuse the Jews of crucifying Jesus. 

The leaders were shaken, being amazed 
at what they heard. Two things struck 
them. First, the boldness of Peter and John  
(and likely their eloquence); and second, 
the fact that these were uneducated men. 
You didn’t need education to catch fish: 
you needed skill and experience, which 
they doubtless learned from their fathers. 

How could this anomaly be explained? 
There was only one answer—they had 
been with Jesus (Acts 4:13). Clearly, the 
Jewish leaders hadn’t forgotten Jesus. This 
is an interesting statement, “they had 
been with Jesus.” Why would this make a 
difference?

1. They had been with Jesus during his 
earthly ministry. 
For the best part of three years, Peter and 
John had been with Jesus. They had heard 
his teaching, they had seen his sinless life, 
they had observed his miracles. Jesus had 
set them a wonderful example of holy and 
prayerful living. This time with him had 
transformed their lives forever.

2. They had been with Jesus spiritually 
—even after he physically left them. 
The Holy Spirit had continued Jesus’ min-
istry (John 14:25–26). He had helped them, 
taught them, empowered them. We don’t 
downplay the importance of education. 
Luke and Paul were both well educated, but 

education doesn’t guarantee a life-changing 
ministry. Being with Jesus did.

3. We need to apply this to ourselves.
We must all ask: Have we been with Jesus? 
Have you? Have I? How can we be with 
him? Consider four truths:

(a) We need to be born again. We may ad-
mire Jesus, agree with his teaching and 
wonder at his miracles, but these things 
don’t mean that we have been with him. 
Many during Jesus’ earthly ministry ad-
mired him, followed him and even cried: 
“Hosanna to the son of David.” But prob-
ably many of those also cried out, “Crucify 
him!” To be with Jesus, we must not only 
admire him, but commit our lives to him. 
Like Peter and John, we need to become 
his disciples. We must confess our sins and 
seek pardon. We must leave our sinful 
ways and be with him. That’s the first step 
in being with him. Have you taken that 
step? Have you been converted? If not, you 
live apart from him. You do not know him.

(b) As Christians, we must spend time with 
him in the Word and in prayer. This is a sim-
ple and obvious statement, but I fear there 
are many professing Christians who spend 
little time with Jesus. How is your prayer 
life? Prayer is not just a time when we rat-
tle off a few requests, but it is a time when 
we draw near to our Saviour. We commune 
with him and refresh our souls in fellow-
ship. We speak to him and he speaks to us 
through his Word, and we turn his Word 
back into prayer. Godly people have always 
seen the importance of drawing near to 
God. Luther said he had so much to do that 
he couldn’t get through everything unless 
he spent three hours a day in prayer!

(c) We must spend time with Jesus in our 
daily walk. Paul said, “To me, to live is Christ” 

(Philippians 1:21). Later in the same epistle, 
the apostle said, “I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me” (4:13). The con-
text is contentment, but it is applicable to 
all circumstances. It was Christ who 
strengthened Paul for his ministry and his 
daily walk with God. We need that strength 
as much as Paul did. We will only know it as 
we walk with Jesus. Our greatest need is to 
be holy—to be like Jesus. That only comes 
through being with him. We need, in the 
words of Brother Lawrence, to practice the 
presence of God. To be consciously aware of 
God’s presence at all times, even in the 
mundane things of life.

Robert Murray M’Cheyne had a wonder-
ful ministry in Dundee, Scotland, before he 
died at 29. His Spirit-anointed preaching 
brought much blessing, but many testified 
that they were blessed as much by his godly 
presence. It was evident that he had been 
with Jesus. God grant that will be true of us.

 
(d) We spend time with Jesus when we gather 
as a church. When we gather with other 
Christians for worship, we are not only 
meeting with those who have similar inter-
ests, there is something extra special. 
The Lord is with us in that he is in each 
believer. But there is more: there is a cor-
porate presence. The Lord is in the midst 
of us (Matthew 18:20). That’s why it is so 
important to meet together. During these 
periods of lockdown, we have been denied 
that. We appreciate hearing God’s Word 
online, but it is not the same as meeting 
together and knowing God’s presence with 
his gathered church. We should long and 
pray for that. Churches can employ all 
kinds of gimmicks to get people to attend, 
but what we need is the presence of God, 
and people need to sense that (1 Corinth-
ians 14:23–25).

So we need to be with Jesus, individually 
and corporately. We must walk with him 
and fellowship with him. Nothing is more 
important. Is this your experience? May 
God grant that all of us would know what it 
is to be with Jesus, that we might have an 
effective testimony and the Lord himself 
might be glorified. 

Walking daily with Jesus shows.  BY ROGER FELLOWS

BEING WITH JESUS
SPOTLIGHT

Roger Fellows is a retired pastor and 
continues to minister at churches 

throughout Ontario. He attends Trinity Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON.
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Stockbridge. That year, on September 25, 
Timothy also married Rhoda Ogden, with 
whom he would eventually have fourteen 
children. When he married Rhoda, his 
young bride assumed the care of not only 
the young Burr children but also five of her 
husband’s siblings, ranging in age from 
twenty to ten. She was from New Jersey 
and within two years, the couple, with 
their nephew and niece, and the youngest 
of Timothy’s siblings, had relocated to 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, where Timothy 
practised law. Timothy made sure Aaron 
had an excellent primary education and 
hired a tutor, a graduate of Princeton, 
Tapping Reeve (1744–1823), who estab-
lished the very first law school in America, 
to teach him. Reeve would eventually 
marry Burr’s sister Sarah.

Aaron was a handful as he grew up. We 
have two incidents from his childhood that 
are prognostications of his future life of 
waywardness. In July of 1764, when he was 
eight, he was climbing in a cherry tree, 
when he saw coming up the pathway to his 

uncle’s home an elderly woman in a silk 
dress, which would have been quite a 
luxury in that day. He got the mischievous 
idea of raining cherries down upon her, 
which he did to her obvious great chagrin. 
Not surprisingly, he was severely punished 
by his uncle—a punishment that included 
a talk on the evils of what he had done and 
physical punishment. In Aaron’s remem-
brance of the event, he said that his uncle 

“licked me a like a sack.”
Two years later he decided to run away 

from home. He somehow made his way to 
New York and got the post of a cabin boy 
on a ship before his uncle discovered him. 
He was on the ship when he saw his uncle 
coming along the wharf or quay, and to 
escape him he clambered up the rigging. 

He refused to come down when ordered to 
do so by Timothy, who eventually had to 
negotiate with him that he would not 
suffer any consequences for his running 
away. These two stories well reveal Burr 
the rebel. 

“The road to heaven was open to all”
Burr matriculated at Princeton as a sopho-
more in 1769 when he was but thirteen 
years old. He graduated with academic 
distinction in 1772 and decided he wanted 
to study theology with Joseph Bellamy, his 
grandfather’s close friend, in Bethlehem, 
Connecticut, in the autumn of 1773. With-
in a year he had changed his mind and 
decided to study law. When he left Bellamy 
in the summer of 1774 he told him plainly 
that he was convinced “the road to heaven 
was open to all alike.” As one nineteenth-
century biographer of Burr put it bluntly: 

“he rejected the gospel, according to 
Jonathan Edwards.” From that point on, 
he sought to avoid discussing religious 
matters, despite the fact that his relatives 
often sought to speak to him about the 
state of his soul and wrote letters to him 
regarding this.

He moved back to New Jersey, where he 
studied law for two years with his brother-
in-law, Tapping Reeve. When the American 
Revolution began in 1775, he joined the 
Continental Army and served with distinc-
tion in a number of military actions. By 
1779 he had attained the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, but he had significant health 
issues and he had to resign the army. 

He returned to his law studies and 
passed the New York Bar in 1782. He soon 
became a leading political figure in New 
York and served in the State Assembly 
from 1784 to 1785. From there he went on 
to become the attorney general of New 
York from 1789 until 1790, and was then 
elected to the United States Senate, where 
he served from 1791 to 1797. 

It was during the 1790s that he earned 
the hostility of Alexander Hamilton, who 
began his personal attacks upon him in 
1792. During the 1800 presidential elec-
tion, Burr ran with Thomas Jefferson as the 
Republican candidates for vice-president 
and president respectively. They won, but 
in 1804 the bad blood between Hamilton 
and Burr flared into a duel.

…he sought to avoid 
discussing religious 
matters, despite the fact 
that his relatives often 
sought to speak to him 
about the state of his 
soul.

BY MICHAEL A.G. HAYKIN 
›› Jonathan and Sarah 
Edwards had eleven chil-
dren—seven born between 
1728 and 1740 and then 
four born between 1743 

and 1749—eight girls and three boys. All of 
them lived to adulthood and nearly all of 
them married and had children of their 
own. Thus, the number of lineal descend-
ants of Jonathan and Sarah is enormous. 
Significant numbers of them were believers, 
and some of them well-known, such as his 
grandson, Timothy Dwight IV, the eighth 
president of Yale College (from 1795 to 
1817). But in the immediate generations 
after Jonathan and Sarah the most famous 
figure has to have been Aaron Burr Jr. 
(1756–1836), the third vice-president of 
the United States, from 1801–1805, serving 
with Thomas Jefferson, during Jefferson’s 
first term of office.

“Very sly and mischievous”
He was the younger child of a godly couple, 
Aaron Burr Sr. and Esther Edwards Burr, 
and was orphaned when he was but two, so 
he would have had next to no memories of 
either of them. In fact, in his surviving 
letters and documents, he never mentions 
his parents. Esther mentioned him numer-
ous times in her diary. One entry, when he 
was 13 months, in January 31, 1758, is note-
worthy. Her mother said of him: 

Aaron is a little, dirty, noisy boy, very 
different from Sally almost in every-
thing. He begins to talk a little; [he] is 
very sly and mischievous.… He is very 
resolute, and requires a good governor 
to bring him to terms.

After Esther’s death, Sarah Edwards, his 
grandmother, intended to raise him, but 
she died a few weeks after the death of 
her husband. From 1758 to 1760, there-
fore, he and his elder sister Sarah were in 
the care of the doctor who attended his 
mother in her final days, William Shippen, 
whose practise was in Philadelphia and 
who was a member of the Continental 
Congress. 

When Aaron’s eldest uncle, Timothy 
Edwards, became twenty-one in 1760, 
Aaron and his sister passed into his care in 

AARON BURR JR. AND HIS 
REJECTION OF THE GOSPEL

| rewind
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The duel and its aftermath
On July 11, 1804, a hot and humid day in 
New England, Burr faced Hamilton at 
Weehawken, New Jersey. When they fired 
at each other, Hamilton’s shot missed, but 
the bullet from Burr’s pistol entered a few 
inches above Hamilton’s right hip, passed 
through his liver and lodged in his spine. 
The wound proved to be fatal, with Hamilton 
dying the following day in Manhattan. The 
public outcry against Burr was immense 
and Burr was formally charged with murder 
in New Jersey, where duelling was not 
illegal, and the state of New York. And yet, 
he never faced trial in those states. The 
murder charge was soon dropped in New 
York and Burr had fled to Pennsylvania and 
from there to South Carolina.

Three years later, he was accused of 
treason for trying to create a breakaway 
nation from the United States in what was 
then Louisiana Territory. Although he was 
acquitted of this charge, Burr’s public and 
professional image was so badly tarnished 

that he decided to move to Europe in 1808. 
He waited four years before returning to 
New York in 1812. Burr practiced law 
successfully for the remainder of his life 
and fell into relative obscurity. 

In July 1833, when he was seventy-seven, 
he married a wealthy widow by the name 
of Eliza Jumel. Within a year, she sued for 
divorce, alleging that Burr had had extra-
marital affairs, something that appears to 
be untrue. On the day the divorce was 
granted, September 14, 1836, he died at 
Staten Island, New York. His body was 
subsequently taken to Nassau Cemetery 
where he was buried at the feet of his father 
and grandfather.

“Fly to the blood and righteousness of the 
Redeemer”
At some point after he shot Alexander 
Hamilton and before the treason trial in 
1807, Burr made a visit to his uncle and 
aunt’s house in Stockbridge. Rhoda Ogden 
Edwards later recalled the visit and what 
she said to her nephew:

When Col. Burr’s carriage had driven 
up to the door, I asked him to go with 
me into the north room, and I cannot 
tell you how anxious I felt, as I, an old 
woman, went through the hall with 
that great man Col. Burr, to admonish 
him, and to lead him to repentance. 
After we were by ourselves I said to 
him: “Colonel Burr, I have a thousand 
memories associated with you. I took 
care of you in your childhood, and I feel 
the deepest concern over your erring 
steps. You have committed a great 
many sins against God, and you killed 
that great and good man General 
Hamilton. I beseech you to repent, 
and fly to the blood and righteousness 
of the Redeemer for pardon. I cannot 
bear to think of you as being lost, and 
I often pray most earnestly for your 
salvation.” The only reply he made 
me…was “Oh! Aunt, don’t feel so 
badly; we shall both meet in heaven 
yet; meanwhile may God bless you.” 
He then tenderly took my hand, and 
left the house. 

Michael A.G. Haykin is an historian, author, 
& professor of church history  at The 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky. He is also on the core 
faculty of Heritage Seminary in Cambridge, 
Ontario, where he teaches church history. And 
he is the founding director of the Andrew Fuller 
Center for Baptist Studies at SBTS. He and his 
wife Alison attend West Highland Baptist 
Church, Hamilton, ON.

AARON BURR JR (1756–1836): Despite his family’s efforts to speak to him about his soul, 
this grandson of Jonathan and Sarah Edwards rejected the gospel of grace.

When they fired at  
each other in the duel, 
Hamilton’s shot missed, 
but the bullet from Burr’s 
pistol entered a few 
inches above Hamilton’s 
right hip. The wound 
proved fatal.
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creation and do not steward it well. Many 
individuals and groups have tried to take 
action to stop this damage, but what are 
the solutions?

Creation is interconnected and inter-
dependent. The Bible speaks of caring for 
livestock and land—not using it up and 
moving elsewhere to find a better place. 
People have to live in harmony with the 
world around them in order for maximal 
fruitfulness. The Year of Jubilee was a time 
for rest and liberation for both people and 
the planet, recognizing there are limits to 
the use we make of them. 

CBS journalist Eric Sevareid once wrote, 
“The chief cause of problems is solutions.” 
Frequently when we identify a problem 
and design a specific solution for it, that 
solution has a cascade of unintended and 
negative consequences. In the 1980s and 
90s, groceries were often packaged in 
paper bags. Then we grew concerned 
about paper, so we solved that problem by 
going to plastic bags. Now people around 
the world are calling for bans on plastic 
bags because the environmental effects of 
plastic are so toxic and long-lasting. 

Going paperless sounds like the elimina-
tion or negation of waste. However, when 
we eliminate paper we necessarily replace 
it with something else. For many of us, 
digital seems intangible and weightless. 
The language of the “cloud” supports those 
associations. Yet the cloud is not in the sky—
it is very much on earth. It is not weight-
less—it is comprised of an ever-increasing 

mass of server farms that run around the 
clock, consuming enormous amounts of 
utilities and water, and producing all kinds 
of waste. Most of us don’t think about 
where our data is stored and how that is 
accomplished. Your desk may have less 
clutter, but the clutter hasn’t evaporated. 
How much digital flotsam and jetsam do 
we produce on a daily basis compared to 
the paper we used to use? It surprised me 
to learn that for about every 65 emails I 
send, it produces the equivalent in CO2 
emissions of driving 1 km.

Beyond this, in order to have a digital 
world, the entire world needs to be 
connected to it. These connections require 
a huge infrastructure, but they also require 
everyone to have at least one device 
capable of using the digital network. We 
see photographs of clear-cut forests, but 
we don’t see pictures of rare earth mines in 
China and Africa where the elements for 
our devices are harvested. We may be 
concerned about how to recycle the toxic 
elements in our phones, but by the time 
the phone is produced, more than 20 times 
more environmental damage has already 
occurred than would result from failing to 
recycle it. For more detail, I highly recom-
mend the book Reset by Ronald J. Deibert. 
These issues are too important to ignore. 

I love trees! I don’t think we should have 
exploitive logging practices or damage 
fragile habitats. The truth is though, our 
digital world is also destroying habitats. 
Managed with care, trees are a renewable 
resource and paper products are fully 
recyclable, whereas the backbone of the 
digital infrastructure comes from non-
renewable resources and questionable 
labour conditions. I fully support reducing 
our paper use, but only if the solution 
doesn’t create more problems than it 
solves. As Christians who are called to 
steward the world God created, we have a 
responsibility to understand the implica-
tions of our decisions. If we are going to be 
a paperless culture, we need to understand 
that we will still be a culture of something, 
and that something isn’t necessarily an 
improvement. Is it better to go paperless? 
That depends on the alternative.  

| culture COMMENT 

BY DANIELLE GIGNAC ›› 
The Bible is filled with ref-
erences to trees. God gave 
every tree to Adam and 
Eve to eat from, except for 
the Tree of the Knowledge 

of Good and Evil. Throughout Scripture 
there are multiple references to literal 
trees, and trees are also frequently used as 
object lessons and metaphors. Many of us 
have sung the words of the Lord in Isaiah 

“the trees of the field shall clap their hands” 
(Isaiah 55:12), as all of creation rejoices in 
God’s goodness. Trees have intrinsic beauty 
and incredible utility for humans and the 
broader environment. 

It is also because of trees, made into 
paper, that the Bible has been able to reach 
countless people around the world in its 
printed form. As Christians, we want to 
steward the world well and honour and 
glorify God in what we do with it. How we 
care for trees is a spiritual, physical and 
practical matter. One way that societies 
have tried to help protect trees is to go 

“paperless” by moving to digital formats.
The NIV Zondervan Study Bible (2015), 

under the general editorship of D.A. Carson, 
contains a fascinating statement—written 
as an aside in the Acknowledgements 
section: “…not a single piece of paper was 
passed around the writers and editors. All 
of the work was done digitally.” Is this 
merely an interesting piece of trivia, or is 
the implication that this is a better way of 
doing things? Is it simply descriptive, or is 
it prescriptive?

It seems unquestioned in society today 
that going paperless is better than using 
paper. Companies encourage consumers 
to sign up for paperless billing to help save 
the environment. (One may well be skep-
tical whether their concern is the environ-
ment or their bottom line.) It’s a mantra—
often used as a joke—that we save a tree 
when we don’t use paper.

Since the mid-twentieth century, we 
have seen the effects of acid rain on trees, 
horrific clear-cut logging practices and the 
continued destruction of the Amazon rain-
forest. The environmental devastation is 
clear when such large-scale deforestation 
is done. We are rightly concerned for the 
world that God created and for our place in 
it, when people abuse their power over 

A PAPERLESS SOCIETY? DIGGING 
DEEPER INTO THE ISSUE

Danielle Gignac is an architect living in 
Guelph, ON. She attends Crestwicke Baptist 

Church.
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PASTORS AND THEIR 
CRITICS
A Guide to Coping with Criticism in 
the Ministry
BY JOEL R. BEEKE AND  
NICK THOMPSON
P.& R. Publishers (2020); 192 pgs
ISBN 978-1629957524

I wish that this book had been 
written forty years ago when I 
entered the pastoral ministry. I 
am certain it would have been 
extremely beneficial to me and 
saved me from a great deal of 
heartache, self-pity and sin.

This valuable manual has 
been co-authored by Joel Beeke, 
a professor and pastor, and 
Nick Thompson, a graduate of 
PRTS. It is written for both those 
who have been criticized as 
they have ministered and those 
who have been critical—this 
includes all of us.

The authors begin with a 
biblical foundation for handling 
criticism. They give examples of  
Moses, Aaron, David, Nehemiah 
and Jesus. They then move on to 
practical principles for dealing 
with criticism. They also address 
how to give criticism biblically, 
both on an individual level and 
to the church. Thompson also 
has a superb appendix on how 
to prepare for criticism even 
while preparing as a student for 
ministry.

This book is an absolute must 
for every pastor and elder! Keep 
it near at hand. Read it often 
and live it out daily for the glory 
of God.—DON THEOBALD

VOLUME 1 / GENESIS TO ESTHERVOLUME 1 / GENESIS TO ESTHER
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The Old Testament can be difficult to understand and is often neglected today.  
We may find it confusing, harsh, full of rules, laws and prophecies, strange events or 
just plain difficult to navigate. We want to get on to the “good stuff” in the New 
Testament! But Jesus himself stressed the importance of the Old Testament—and it 
is in studying the Old Testament that we understand his person and work more fully.

The entire Bible is God’s message about his Son, our Saviour—the whole Bible 
finds meaning in him. If we are to be gripped by the unfolding historical drama of the 
Old Testament, thrilled by the evidences of the providence and purpose of God or 
enthralled by the developing picture of the promised Messiah, we need to first 
understand the flow of Old Testament narrative and how it fits into God’s 
redemptive purposes. Author Gareth Crossley encourages the people of God with 
an Old Testament survey that focuses on this thread. The patriarchs, the nation of 
Israel, the kings and prophets, the widow and the poor, all have great purposes in 
God’s unfolding plan of salvation.

In its history, poetry and prophecies, the Old Testament is a glorious message of 
hope—of looking forward, of seeing God move in both ordinary and miraculous 
ways as he shows himself to be a gracious and promise-keeping God—and whose 
Son comes to bring salvation to sinners everywhere and in every age!

What a welcome survey and overview of the Old Testament! Written to encourage reading of an often 
overlooked part of Scripture, Dr. Crossley provides an orderly, systematic, clear view of each book, using 
tables, figures and maps to guide the reader. The Glory of Christ in the Old Testament should prove helpful 
to lay readers as well as to church leaders in their preparation for teaching and preaching. May it receive 
wide circulation around the world.—DR. PAUL ENGLE (USA), professor, pastor, author

THE GLORY OF CHRIST  
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Gareth Crossley (Ph.D) is an international lecturer and trainer of church leaders.  
He holds a Ph.D. in theology from Birmingham University (U.K.) and an MA in counselling from 
Keele University (U.K.). During fifty years of ministry, he served as pastor of West Park Church, 
Wolverhampton, and as a church planter/pastor in Leicester, Harrogate and Ashbourne. 

In his counselling, Dr. Crossley seeks to apply the Word of God to the problems of living.  
He receives referrals from Christian agencies, physicians and church leaders. He is the author  

of Growing Church Leaders and Everyday Evangelism and uses social media to train church leaders and 
strengthen the church universal.

Gareth Crossley
GENERAL EDITOR: BOB PENHEAROW
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RUNNING THE RACE
Eric Liddell Olympic Champion and 
Missionary
BY JOHN W. KEDDIE  
Christian Focus (repr. 2020); 256 pgs
ISBN 978-1527105317

Chariots of Fire, the award 
winning movie about the Scot-
tish runner Eric Liddell was 
released in 1981. Liddell refused 
to race on the Lord’s Day at the 
1924 Olympics. He later became 
a missionary in China and died 
in 1943 in a Japanese internment 
camp. To my surprise, Liddell’s 
wife Florence and eldest daugh-
ter Patricia lived in the village 
of Binbrook, Ontario, where I 
was a pastor. It was a real delight 
to get to know them both!

A number of biographies have 
been written on this outstand-
ing athlete and fine Christian 
missionary. Running the Race 
was first published in 2007 by 
sportsman and pastor John W. 
Keddie. This paperback edition 
was issued in 2020.

This a very informative and 
inspiring biography. The author 
provides a thorough record of 
Liddell’s racing career and the 
many photos show his unique 
running style. But the book is 
more than a sports story—we get 
to know Liddell as a son, a 
student, an evangelist, a mission-
ary, a husband and a father. He 
was athletically gifted, yet very 
humble, gracious and had a 
servant’s heart devoted to his 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

—DON THEOBALD

THE GLORY OF CHRIST IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT
Volume 1: Genesis to Esther
Volume 2: Job to Malachi
BY GARETH CROSSLEY
Carey Printing Press (2020 & 2021) 
Vol 1: ISBN 978-0987684158; 536 pgs
Vol 2: ISBN 978-0987684189; 590 pgs

Do you wonder sometimes how 
the Old Testament fits in with 
the New Testament? Do you 
find the Old Testament less 
interesting to read, perhaps, or 
challenging to make sense of?

While these two volumes have 
been prepared to assist Carey 
International Pastoral Training 
with training pastors across the 
globe—many who might only 
have the fundamental blocks 
and broad strokes of theological 
teaching—they are valuable 
resources for Christians any- 
where. They are really written 
for the average person and 
provide an expansive survey of 
the Old Testament with a 
specific focus on how the Old 
Testament reveals Christ.

Gareth Crossley is a seasoned 
pastor and teacher and his writ-
ing is clear, well-structured and 
very easy to follow. Each 
volume begins with an intro-
duction and review of what the 
inspiration of Scripture means 
and a general summary of the 
central theme of Old Testament 
Scripture: Christ the Messiah!

Crossley goes systematically 
through each book of the Old 
Testament with a summary of 
its structure, a general thematic 

and theological introduction to 
the book, its authorship, the 
historical setting, an exposi-
tional outline (including helpful 
maps and charts), how Christ is 
revealed in the particular book 
and then a few pages of pastoral 
application and personal reflec-
tion—often quite devotional in 
nature. (Each volume also 
contains a study guide written 
by Paul Hudson, which can be 
used for more formal study.)

Since God’s primary goal is to 
see glory brought to his own 
name, and the lifting up of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, it makes 
sense that we would see how 
this is revealed in type and 
shadow in the Old Testament. 
In volume 1, we see Christ 
revealed in the law and history 
books and in volume 2, in the 
poetry and prophetic books. 
The patriarchs, prophets, kings 
and poets of Old Testament 
times enlighten us as to God’s 
purposes in Christ’s first—and 
second—coming. Following all 
these lines of prophecy and 
fulfillment, promise and revela-
tion, we see the unfolding of 
the glorious message of hope 
that is found in Christ. From 
the ordinary to the miraculous, 
our God is a promise-keeping, 
gracious God whose salvation 
plans will not be thwarted.

I encourage both pastors and 
everyday believers to take 
advantage of these resources! 
(The volumes are also available 
in hardcover.)—JANICE VAN ECK

VOLUME 2 / JOB TO MALACHIVOLUME 2 / JOB TO MALACHI
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The Old Testament can be difficult to understand and is often neglected today.  
We may find it confusing, harsh, full of rules, laws and prophecies, strange events or 
just plain difficult to navigate. We want to get on to the “good stuff” in the New 
Testament! But Jesus himself stressed the importance of the Old Testament—and it 
is in studying the Old Testament that we understand his person and work more fully.

The entire Bible is God’s message about his Son, our Saviour—the whole Bible 
finds meaning in him. If we are to be gripped by the unfolding historical drama of the 
Old Testament, thrilled by the evidences of the providence and purpose of God or 
enthralled by the developing picture of the promised Messiah, we need to first 
understand the flow of Old Testament narrative and how it fits into God’s 
redemptive purposes. Author Gareth Crossley encourages the people of God with 
an Old Testament survey that focuses on this thread. The patriarchs, the nation of 
Israel, the kings and prophets, the widow and the poor, all have great purposes in 
God’s unfolding plan of salvation.

In its history, poetry and prophecies, the Old Testament is a glorious message of 
hope—of looking forward, of seeing God move in both ordinary and miraculous 
ways as he shows himself to be a gracious and promise-keeping God—and whose 
Son comes to bring salvation to sinners everywhere and in every age!

What a welcome survey and overview of the Old Testament! Written to encourage reading of an often 
overlooked part of Scripture, Dr. Crossley provides an orderly, systematic, clear view of each book, using 
tables, figures and maps to guide the reader. The Glory of Christ in the Old Testament should prove helpful 
to lay readers as well as to church leaders in their preparation for teaching and preaching. May it receive 
wide circulation around the world.—DR. PAUL ENGLE (USA), professor, pastor, author

THE GLORY OF CHRIST  
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Gareth Crossley (Ph.D) is an international lecturer and trainer of church leaders.  
He holds a Ph.D. in theology from Birmingham University (U.K.) and an MA in counselling from 
Keele University (U.K.). During fifty years of ministry, he served as pastor of West Park Church, 
Wolverhampton, and as a church planter/pastor in Leicester, Harrogate and Ashbourne. 

In his counselling, Dr. Crossley seeks to apply the Word of God to the problems of living.  
He receives referrals from Christian agencies, physicians and church leaders. He is the author  

of Growing Church Leaders and Everyday Evangelism and uses social media to train church leaders and 
strengthen the church universal.
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THE GLORY  
OF CHRIST  

Gareth Crossley
GENERAL EDITOR: BOB PENHEAROW
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| exploring WORLDVIEWS

BY OWEN PIKKERT ›› One of the more striking 
features of contemporary Canadian society is that 
many people do not identify with a particular reli-
gion. They might describe themselves as spiritual, 
and might even say they respect religious beliefs. 
But neither their actions nor their words suggest 

any sincere commitment to one of the world’s historic faiths. At 
the same time, such “non-religious” Canadians still have a world-
view. By worldview, I mean a set of assumptions about what exists, 
what we can know and how we should live. In this and subsequent 
articles, I hope to shed some light on the seemingly non-religious 
worldview that is prevalent in Canada and much of the western 
world. Some people call this worldview postmodernism, others 
secularism and others liberalism. While these names have merit, 
they actually denote distinct ideas. Moreover, many of their adher-
ents do not label themselves as such. Instead of using a name, 
then, I will simply try to explain some of the main ideas that are 
associated with the worldview in question.

In this first article, I want to consider naturalism. This is the idea 
that only the physical world exists. Anything that is not a posit of 
physics, such as deities, spirits and other immaterial entities, 
simply cannot be part of reality. Naturalism, emphasizing science 
exclusively, is an increasingly common idea, revealed in phrases 
such as: “I only believe in what I can see or touch,” “My mind is 
nothing but chemicals in my brain,” and “Spiritual things are just 
too weird to be believed.” 

How might you engage with 
people who say such things? In my 
view, it is more important to 
continue to mature as a Christian 
with a strong biblical foundation 
than to develop an encyclopedic knowledge of arguments and 
refutations. Still, there are three facts about naturalism that are 
useful to know.

(1) The first fact is that science itself does not require naturalism to 
be true. This is important because many people (especially university 
students entering the sciences) think they must deny the spiritual 
in order to be good scientists. But what science requires is not that 
everything be physical, but that the observable world be generally 
consistent in its operations. Try formulating laws of nature for a 
world that is absolute chaos! Consistency can be achieved by both 
the physical and the non-physical. Remember God the Father acts 
consistently with his character, though he is not physical. And the 
same can be true of the universe itself: regardless of whether it is 
solely physical or not, it can be scientifically studied because it 
operates in a generally consistent fashion. It is worth noting that 
many of the greatest minds of the scientific revolution, such as 
Descartes, Newton and Leibniz, were emphatic on this point. In 
fact, they turned the tables on the naturalist by observing that 
science presupposes a certain level of consistency in the physical 
world, and that such consistency could only be the work of God. 

(2) The second fact about naturalism concerns the existence of 
the universe as a whole. Naturalists generally hold that as we work 
back through time to the beginning of the universe, we discover 
that it came from nothing. They usually refer to the beginning as 
the Big Bang, when nothing became something. It is worth asking 
the naturalist, however, what exactly they mean by “nothing.” 
There is a good chance that the longer their response, the further 

WHAT IS NATURALISM?
away their meaning of “nothing” is from the usual meaning of the 
word. In fact, what they mean by “nothing” is often what others 
mean by “very little.” For example, the naturalist might appeal to 
certain probabilistic laws or vacuum states. The precise nature of 
these entities doesn’t matter; what matters is that they are some-
thing, not nothing. Of course, there are some naturalists who 
really do think that the entire universe came from truly nothing. 
But then they can hardly accuse the Christian of having cornered 
the market on unfathomable mysteries, or of hiding behind faith.

(3) Here is the final fact about naturalism that is, I think, useful 
to know: if naturalism is true, then it is rather difficult to know that 
naturalism is true. To see this, we need to go slightly beyond natur-
alism per se, and add to naturalism the theory of evolution. Accord-
ing to the theory of evolution, human beings evolved from more 
primitive ancestors by means of natural selection, which weeded 
out those ancestors who could not survive the challenges of nature. 
The strong made the cut, but the weak did not. And the strong 
were more than just physically strong; they exhibited a wide 
variety of survival skills, including basic quantitative skills (useful 
in counting predators), as well as basic mechanical skills (useful in 
employing primitive weapons).

But what about the skill of identifying ultimate truths about the 
universe? Insofar as this is a skill, it is difficult to see how it could 
help with survival. For while the other cavemen were busy count-
ing lions and fighting them off, the philosophical caveman was too 
lost in questions of Being and Time to notice the lion that had 
crept up behind him. His skill of answering deep questions actually 
prevented him from surviving and passing on his genes. Over a 
sufficiently long time (and the theory of evolution deals in very 
long times indeed), humans would evolve in such a way that those 
skilled in answering deep questions would be weeded out. This 
means that, if both naturalism and evolution are true, then we can 
expect the present crop of humans to be good at survival and bad 
at answering deep questions – including the deep question of 
whether naturalism is true. In short, it is difficult to see how we 
can know that naturalism is true, if we are simply the products of 
a long and murky evolutionary past. 

Suppose now that you are having a conversation with a naturalist. 
Rather than presenting these difficulties for the naturalist world-
view with a spirit of triumphalism—looking for a “gotcha” moment—
come in a spirit of humble honesty. The naturalist might have a 
hard time explaining the origins of the universe, but how well can 
you explain the Trinity? For example, suppose your naturalist 
friend makes some comment about how Christianity is unscien-
tific and full of mysteries. Instead of trying to show that everything 
about Christianity is perfectly logical, you can simply concede 
there are some aspects of the faith you find difficult to understand. 
In my experience, naturalists tend to find this move disarming. It 
can also change the conversation to a more relaxed tone of mutual 
inquiry in which you can present one of the difficulties for natural-
ism mentioned above. This can be something of a revelation to the 
naturalist, who often thinks that a lack of mystery is a selling point 
for their worldview. Will this result in instant conversion? Prob-
ably not. But it might get the wheels turning, which, if the wheels 
have rarely turned before, is not something to be taken lightly. 

Naturalism, 
emphasizing science 
exclusively, is an 
increasingly common  
worldview in Canada.

Owen Pikkert teaches philosophy at the University of Toronto. He is a 
member of Philpott Church in Hamilton, ON.
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Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God. 
—William Carey

BY RACHEL THIBAULT ›› Throughout history, 
humans have been plagued by disease. As a 
result of Adam and Eve’s rebellion in the 
Garden of Eden, we live with viruses, bacteria 
and fungi that have run amuck! The world is full 
of microscopic organisms, which can some-

times be our greatest ally or become a raging enemy. 
 Disease and pestilence have been around for centuries, 

and through those times, there are wonderful testimonies of 
men and women, boys and girls, persisting through times of 
sickness and trouble—and how the Lord often used those 
difficult and dark days to extend his kingdom! 

Here are a few examples:

Martin Luther lived through the reappearance of the 
Bubonic plague, during the 1500s in Wittenberg, Germany. 
He remained in the city, ministering to the sick. He risked 
his own life and even lost an infant daughter to the illness. 

Isaac Newton lived during the Black plague of the seven-
teenth century. While secluded for two years at a family 
farm, he wrote and studied and discovered some of the 
most important truths about theology, calculus and 
gravity.

Fanny J. Crosby, while serving on the faculty of the New 
York Institute for the Blind during the cholera outbreak in 
1849, helped to make pills for the doctors and comforted 
the sick at a nearby cholera hospital. This experience was 
one of the factors that led to her conversion—and we 
know her today as the author of over 9,000 hymns!

During an outbreak of cholera in London in 1854, Charles 
Spurgeon, who was just twenty years old at the time, 
visited the sick and led his congregation through those 
difficult days. 

Reflecting on history, helps to give us perspective. We do 
not fear, if the Lord is our fortress and our shelter. 

You will not fear the terror of night,
    nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
    nor the plague that destroys at midday.…

For he will command his angels concerning you
    to guard you in all your ways (Psalm 91:5–6,11). 

the kids PAGE |

PLAGUES & 
DISEASES

To date, COVID-19 has claimed over 2.5 million lives worldwide.

DEATH TOLL

Top 10 worst pandemics

200 million
Black Death  

(Bubonic Plague)
1347–1351

56 million
Smallpox

1520

30–50 million
Plague of Justinian

A.D. 541–542

40–50 million
Spanish Flu

1918–1919

25–35 million
HIV / AIDS

1981–present

12 million
The Third Plague

1855

5 million
Antonine Plague

A.D. 165–180

3 million
17th Century Great Plagues

1600

2.5 million
COVID-19

2019–present

1.1 million
Asian Flu
1957–1958

Rachel Thibault is a wife, mother and nurse. She is also an 
accomplished pianist and enjoys singing and making music.  

She attends Grimsby Bible Church, Grimsby, ON.
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BY JEREMY JOHNSTON ›› At first glance, the 
word “talent” in Jesus’ “Parable of the Talents” can 
be confusing for the modern reader. Preachers 
often clarify that the word in this text doesn’t 
literally mean your talents—that is, your natural 
abilities or skills. Instead, the New Testament 

word refers to a large sum of money. Three servants were tasked 
with managing various amounts of wealth on behalf of their 
Master (Matthew 25:14–30). This parable is about so much more 
than financial management. It’s about people using faithfully and 
wisely whatever gifts, abilities and 
resources entrusted to them by 
God. Most people understand what 
it means to be faithful with prac-
tical resources like time or money, 
or with spiritual gifts like teaching, 
exhortation or serving. But does 
godly stewardship also apply to the 
less practical or seemingly less spiritual talents of a Christian 
artist, writer or musician? Is God really interested in our artistic 
abilities and skills and how we use them? The answer is yes!

The Bible tells us that we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” 
(Psalm 139:14) and that we “are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 
that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). Being Christ’s 
workmanship means that he designed and redeemed everything 
about us. Our artistic skills, talents and abilities are no mere fluke, 
but rather they are central to God’s purpose and design for our 
lives. It may appear that a Christian artist’s talents are non-spiritual 
hobbies, mere addendum to a redeemed life. However, we need to 
remember that glorifying God isn’t confined to prayer, worship, 
disciple-making and Bible reading—as essential and important as 
these activities are. Whatever you do has the potential to bring 
honour and glory to Christ (1 Corinthians 10:31), sin excepted. In 

| the ARTS

USING OUR TALENTS

hymns of worship 

| mixed MEDIA

his essay, “Learning in War-Time,” C.S. Lewis points out that 
faithful stewardship of whatever talents we have can glorify our 
Creator:

The work of Beethoven and the work of a charwoman become 
spiritual on precisely the same condition, that of being offered 
to God, of being done humbly “as to the Lord.” This does not, 
of course, mean that it is a mere toss-up whether he should 
sweep rooms or compose symphonies. A mole must dig to the 
glory of God, and a cock must crow.

In other words, we must do what God created us to do.
Whether we are praying or painting, meditating or making 

melodies, we ought to do it for his glory. Christ gifted every one of 
us to use our talents for “such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). David 
was a gifted poet and musician who drew on his abundant artistic 
gifts to write psalms and hymns. Bezalel and Oholiab used their 
artistic talents to design and create the Tabernacle furniture 
(Exodus 31). Within the body of Christ, each member has unique 
talents and different abilities. Not everyone can tickle the ivories, 
or paint, or sing, or write, or balance budgets, or edit videos, or 
creatively teach toddlers, or bake culinary masterpieces. The 
apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:14, “For the body is not one 
member, but many.” Each member makes unique contributions to 
the local congregation and sometimes to the church-at-large. 
Whether we are a “digging mole” or “crowing rooster,” we become 
like those servants in Jesus’ parable who used their specific talents 
well. When we do, God not only accomplishes his purposes in and 
through us, but he also delights in us, saying, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant… enter into the joy of your master”! 

Our artistic skills, 
talents and abilities 
are no mere fluke, but 
rather they are 
central to God’s 
purpose and design 
for our lives.

UNTITLED HYMN
A Collection of Hymns (instrumental)
CHRIS RICE
Columbia (2019)

I tend to be drawn to songs with lyrics 
that I can sit and listen to and ponder. 
However, this season of life has 
brought with it a lot of noise, and I 

find myself more and more inclined to listen to instrumental 
music. This particular album by Chris Rice is filled with enjoyable 
instrumental arrangements of some of the great hymns of the 
faith. The arrangements are pleasant to the ear and filled with in-
teresting harmonies and instrument selections; an uplifting play-
list that soothes the soul!—JESSICA WHITEHEAD

HIS MERCY IS MORE
The Hymns of Matt Boswell and Matt Papa
MATT BOSWELL & MATT PAPA
Getty Music (2019)

Many churches have probably incor-
porated some of the hymns of Matt 
Boswell and Matt Papa into their 
worship services. One of their great 

strengths is that many of them are suitable for corporate singing—
not always true of some modern songs. Another strength is their 
theological solidity and the expansive range of truths they explore 
in their songs. This album showcases their popular “His mercy is 
more” and “Come behold the wondrous mystery” as well as other 
gems like “Lord from sorrows deep I call.” These are hymns to 
encourage and give voice to the modern church.—JANICE VAN ECK

Jeremy W. Johnston holds many hats—husband, father, professor, 
teacher, author and poet. He has also written Barnabas magazine's 

arts column since the magazine's founding. He attends Pilgrim Baptist 
Fellowship, Hamilton, ON.
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