
Devotionals for the week of March 19, 2023

Our devotional section provides additional spiritual input for helping you go further and deeper
in your journey with the Lord. It is our desire, our hope, and our prayer that this devotional
section will be a helpful Spiritual Life tool for you to utilize on a regular basis. Each day's
devotional will typically consist of Scripture, commentary, and a prayer response. Current
Devotionals can be accessed each day online at www.capecodchurch.com/devotionals or by
using the Cape Cod Church App (select “Connect” on the bottom main page and then “Daily
Devotional” on next page). Be sure to check Saturday and Sundays for special postings of
poems, stories, etc. Printed copies from the prior week are available at the Connection Desk.

Monday – New Person – Provision of Security – The Dilemma of Insecurity

The Lord also keeps safe those who suffer. He is a safe place in times of trouble. Those who
know Your name will put their trust in You. For You, O Lord, have never left alone those who
look for You. Psalm 9:9-10

Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil
people and impostors will flourish. They will deceive others and will themselves be deceived.
But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, for you
know you can trust those who taught you. 2 Timothy 3:12-14

The Lord is my light and my salvation; he protects me from danger—whom shall I fear? When
evil men come to destroy me, they will stumble and fall! Yes, though a mighty army marches
against me, my heart shall know no fear! I am confident that God will save me. The one thing I
want from God, the thing I seek most of all, is the privilege of meditating in his Temple, living in
his presence every day of my life, delighting in his incomparable perfections and glory. There I’ll
be when troubles come. He will hide me. He will set me on a high rock out of reach of all my
enemies. Then I will bring him sacrifices and sing his praises with much joy. Psalm 27:1-6

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

This is week three of a four-week devotional series entitled, “New Person.” The Christian life is
all about becoming a "new person" with a "new life." Our "New Person" Devotional Series
examines what it means to be a new person with a new life through our relationship with Christ.
Transitioning from the old person and old life to the new person and new life is a major
challenge. Things from the old person and old life can be carried over and interfere with the new
person and new life that God has in mind for us. Things like a lack of security, a lack of
significance, and a lack of acceptance from the old person and old life often mess with who we
are in Christ and our becoming a “new person” with a “new life.” The Series has four weeks of
Devotional material and each week has six Devotionals. The first week lays a foundation for the
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series and the other three focus on our acceptance, security, and significance through our
relationship with Christ. We hope that those who go through the “New Person” Devotional Series
will be further established in the identity and life they have in Christ. Week one: Portrait of New
Life. Week two: Freedom of Acceptance. Week three: Provision of Security. Week four:
Realization of Significance. We begin week three: Provision of Security, with the following:

We often associate security, protection, and safety with the defenders of society (military, police,
firefighters, etc.) But security, protection and safety are things we associate with God as well.
His provision comes to us on many levels, but it is in spiritual matters that security, protection,
and safety play a central role in our lives.

When we respond to Christ and receive the gift of eternal salvation, his forgiveness brings to us a
love and acceptance that can release us from our past and allow us to go forward flourishing as a
changed person who experiences God's very best. Being a new person with a new life is what our
series is all about and exchanging insecurity for security will have a lot to do with how fully we
become the new person with a new life that Christ has in store for us. There are adverse
circumstances and people who come up against us in life that pose a genuine threat to our
personal well-being. This is the arena in which we learn to exchange insecurity for the security
we have in Christ.

In Psalm 9 above we are told the Lord keeps safe those who suffer. The Lord is said to be a safe
place in time of trouble. And we are told the Lord never leaves alone those who look to him and
trust him. The 2 Timothy passage above says that those who live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution. Remaining faithful to the one who provides true security, protection, and
safety is the key. Psalm 27 above reminds us that the Lord protects us from danger whatever the
danger might be. The Psalmist speaks of living in God's presence every day of his life. It is here
he says he will be when troubles come. God will hide him and set him on a high rock out of
reach of all his enemies. Throughout the coming week we will further explore exchanging
insecurity for security so that we can more readily and fully join the Psalmist in his great and
wonderful approach for living life securely in a threatening world.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, I thank you for the security, protection, and safety that you have provided for me. I ask you
to release me from those things from my past that I have carried into my relationship with you
that interfere with me going forward in the fullness of all you have in store for me. Place me
more squarely in the center of your grace so that your love, acceptance, security, protection, and
safety can help me change and help me become all that I really am in Christ. Amen!

Tuesday – New Person – Provision of Security – The Folly of Human Solutions



On their arrival in Capernaum, the collectors of the Temple tax came to Peter and asked him,
“Doesn’t your teacher pay the Temple tax?” “Yes, he does,” Peter replied. Matthew 17:24-25

For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3

But this precious treasure—this light and power that now shine within us—is held in a perishable
container, that is, in our weak bodies. Everyone can see that the glorious power within must be
from God and is not our own. We are pressed on every side by troubles, but not crushed and
broken. We are perplexed because we don’t know why things happen as they do, but we don’t
give up and quit. We are hunted down, but God never abandons us. We get knocked down, but
we get up again and keep going. These bodies of ours are constantly facing death just as Jesus
did; so it is clear to all that it is only the living Christ within who keeps us safe. Yes, we live
under constant danger to our lives because we serve the Lord, but this gives us constant
opportunities to show forth the power of Jesus Christ within our mortal bodies. 2 Corinthians
4:7-11

O Timothy, my son, be strong with the strength Christ Jesus gives you. For you must teach others
those things you and many others have heard me speak about. Teach these great truths to
trustworthy men who will, in turn, pass them on to others. Take your share of suffering as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ, just as I do .... Don’t ever forget the wonderful fact that Jesus Christ was
a man, born into King David’s family; and that he was God, as shown by the fact that he rose
again from the dead. It is because I have preached these great truths that I am in trouble here and
have been put in jail like a criminal. But the Word of God is not chained, even though I am. I am
more than willing to suffer if that will bring salvation and eternal glory in Christ Jesus to those
God has chosen. 2 Timothy 2:1-3, 8-10

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

The Matthew passage above is the beginning of a story where collectors of the Temple tax come
to Peter and asked him a question. Is this just a typical moment in the lives of those who collect
the Temple tax or is there something bigger going on here? If they were just going about doing
their job, it seems they would have come up to Peter and asked if he had paid the Temple tax he
owed, but instead they asked about Jesus. Notice also that they did not ask if Jesus had paid the
Temple tax but rather, does he pay the Temple tax. Earlier in the Matthew's Gospel, after a direct
encounter between the Pharisees and Jesus, we are told this: "But the Pharisees went out and
conspired against Him, as to how they might destroy him" (Matthew 12:14). While the question
posed to Peter by the collectors of the Temple tax does not appear malicious on the surface, you
can be sure it is all a part of a sinister plot by the opposing religious order of the day to destroy
Jesus.

We could develop the case for this further but let's stop at this point and just recognize that the
pressure Peter is feeling during this encounter is much greater than we might have thought.



Perhaps there is more reason than meets the eye for why Peter responds to their question with,
“Yes, he does.” Keep in mind that Peter did not say the Temple tax had been paid but just that
Jesus is one who submits to paying the Temple tax. Peter's goal here is not to keep at bay men
who simply want a payment, but rather to counter those who stand in direct opposition to Jesus
and are trying to add to their case against Jesus, the charge that he refuses to submit to the
Temple tax requirement altogether.

Peter ought to know by now that Jesus can handle this situation much better than he can. And
that's the simple point that we need for today: Jesus can handle better than we can all the adverse
circumstances and people who come up against us in life that pose a genuine threat to our
personal well-being. As it says in the Colossian verse above, "Your real life is hidden with Christ
in God." This means that we are secure in Christ and always can count on him to deal with
anything that threatens our sense of that security we have in him. Peter tried to deal directly with
a threatening situation instead of deferring to Jesus. So, the lesson we learn from Peter today is
this: no matter what it is we are facing, Jesus can handle it better than we can and so we must
always defer to him. Look back over what Paul has to say in the Corinthian and Timothy
passages above in this light.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, it is easy to say that you are sufficient for all things, but it is harder to put into practice
when we are up against the wall of adversity. Lord, strengthen our faith and allow us to see more
fully everything in our lives in light of your absolute sufficiency. You alone are able, you alone
are worthy, and you alone are the object of our love, worship, trust, and devotion. Amen!

Wednesday – New Person – Provision of Security – The Wisdom of Deferring
to Jesus

“Yes, he does," Peter replied. Then he went into the house. But before he had a chance to speak,
Jesus asked him, 'What do you think, Peter? Do kings tax their own people or the people they
have conquered?" “They tax the people they have conquered,” Peter replied. “Well, then,” Jesus
said, “the citizens are free!" Matthew 17:25-26

For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3

To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust, do not let me be ashamed; Do not let
my enemies exult over me. Indeed, none of those who wait for You will be ashamed; Those who
deal treacherously without cause will be ashamed. Make me know Your ways, O Lord; Teach me
Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You I
wait all the day. Psalm 25:1-5



Don’t be impatient for the Lord to act! Keep traveling steadily along his pathway and in due
season he will honor you with every blessing, and you will see the wicked destroyed. Psalm
37:34

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

The story we were introduced to yesterday continues in the Matthew passage above. After Peter
has handled by himself the encounter with Temple tax collectors, he returns to Jesus. Most likely,
Peter intends to tell Jesus about the encounter and how he assured them that Jesus is one who
submits to paying the Temple tax. His goal was likely for them to come up with a plan for paying
the tax. But before Peter can speak, Jesus speaks. Jesus already knows what has taken place.
Jesus wants Peter to understand that he and his disciples truly are free from being subject to the
tax, to those who collect the tax, and to the religious authorities who impose the tax. This is the
reason for the question Jesus poses to Peter. Jesus is not saying that they won't pay the tax but
that they don't have to.

Why? Because Jesus is the Messiah. He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Jesus is
establishing his kingdom and his disciples and other followers are a part of it. Jesus wants people
to be reached for the kingdom rather than be offended by it. Even if it is not likely that those who
come up against us will be reached there are always others who observe and see how we handle
ourselves in the face of adversity. Remembering that Jesus can handle it better than you can and
then deferring to him is what being a kingdom member is all about.

But even if you do this initially and you have been living in the reality of the truth from the
Colossians verse above, that "Your real life is hidden with Christ in God," it is not easy to
maintain this state if the adversity we face is ongoing. The words of our Psalm 25 passage above
are a beautiful expression of how to maintain this state from one who knows what it means to
stay within the security of God's presence and provision. The Psalm 37 passage above captures
the need so well when it says, "Don’t be impatient for the Lord to act! Keep traveling steadily
along his pathway."

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, thank you for putting me on the pathway of the kingdom. Continue to help me remember
that you can handle whatever I face better than I can. Help me to continue to defer to you by
coming to you and waiting for you to handle the situations of my life. Lord, I confess that I am
impatient and often fail to wait for you. Help me to believe that you will handle things in your
time and in your way and it will be better than I could ever have imagined in the long run.
Amen!

Thursday – New Person – Provision of Security – The Benefits of Waiting on
the Lord



Teach me how to live, O Lord. Lead me along the right path, for my enemies are waiting for me.
Do not let me fall into their hands. For they accuse me of things I’ve never done; with every
breath they threaten me with violence. Yet I am confident I will see the Lord’s goodness while I
am here in the land of the living. Wait patiently for the Lord. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait
patiently for the Lord. Psalm 27:11-14

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in
all you do, and he will show you which path to take. Proverbs 3:5-6

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

We begin today's devotion by recalling that being a new person with a new life is what this series
is all about and that exchanging insecurity for security has a lot to do with how fully we become
the new person with a new life that Christ has in store for us. We have been looking this week at
a story where Peter faced a difficult situation that revealed his insecurity. We know from our own
experience how adverse circumstances and people come up against us and pose a genuine threat
to our personal well-being. We have learned from Peter how important it is to defer to Jesus
because he can handle these things much better than we can. When Peter finally does turn to
Jesus, Jesus handles the situation and tomorrow we will explore how Jesus did that. Yesterday
we considered the importance of waiting on the Lord because Jesus does not always immediately
address the challenges we face. Today we continue to look at what it means to wait on the Lord.

Consider this: waiting on the Lord is not the same as waiting for him to act on our behalf. Earlier
in the week we looked at another part of Psalm 27, where the Psalmist made a statement about
what he wanted most from God. He said that he wanted to live in God's presence every day of
his life so that when troubles came that's where he would be found, and God would hide him and
set him on a high rock out of reach of all his enemies. This is what waiting on the Lord looks
like. The focus of waiting on the Lord is more about God himself than it is about what he will do
for us. The Psalmist leans upon and rests in the Lord. As a result, the Lord becomes more real to
him than the problems he faces. He is secure, protected, and safe in God's presence. He is free
from doubt, fear, and insecurity. If our security rests on God solving our problems then insecurity
will be an ongoing issue for us as we wait for God to act on our behalf (this is why, like Peter, we
so often act on our own behalf) but if we learn to wait on the Lord, it will make all the difference.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, I echo the prayer of the Psalmist in the Psalm above, "Teach me how to live, O Lord. Lead
me along the right path." I come to you Lord wanting to be one who truly waits on you. Make
me into the new person you desire me to be so that I truly live my life in new ways. Lord, I really
do want to live in your presence more than anything else and I am ready to have it be that you
become more real to me than the troubles I face day in and day out. Amen!



Friday – New Person – Provision of Security – The Uniqueness of Divine
Means

However, we don’t want to offend them, so go down to the lake and throw in a line. Open the
mouth of the first fish you catch, and you will find a large silver coin. Take it and pay the tax for
both of us. Matthew 17:27

For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3

And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches,
which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. Now all glory to God our Father forever and ever!
Amen. Philippians 4:19-20

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble. Therefore, we will be not
afraid .... Be still and know that I am God! Psalm 46:1-2A, 10A

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

When Peter went back into the house where Jesus was, he did not do so just to be where Jesus
was and hang out with him. He went back wanting Jesus to provide a solution to his problem.
Before providing a solution, Jesus helped Peter to see that they were free not to be subject to the
Temple tax because they were a part of a higher order, the kingdom of God. In the next part of
the story given to us in the Matthew passage above, Jesus says, in essence, that even though they
are free not to pay the tax they will choose to be subject to the requirement of the Temple tax in
order not to offend them. It is at this point that Jesus provides the solution. Peter has already said,
"Yes" to the collectors of the Temple tax and Jesus tells him how they will pay it: "Go down to
the lake and throw in a line. Open the mouth of the first fish you catch, and you will find a large
silver coin."

Neither Peter nor anyone else could possibly have guessed correctly and come up with the
instructions Jesus gave to Peter. Perhaps he wanted Peter and us to understand beyond a shadow
of doubt that this was totally a God-thing. Of all the ways that the need of the moment could
have been met, the need was met through the use of a fish. Sometimes God's solutions come to
us through other people, but still each solution must be seen as a God-thing. It is interesting that
Peter had a role in the solution Jesus gave, but still it was totally a God-thing. It is a matter of
having a right perspective and a heart that is totally dependent on God. When we have a right
perspective and a heart that is totally dependent on God, we will let go of the limits we have on
what we think God can do for us. We will leave how he will provide totally in his hands. And we
will remember that just being where Jesus is and hanging out with him is the most important
thing. The solutions to our problems are always secondary.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:



Lord, thank you that you care about the troubles I face and how they affect me. Thanks for being
a very present help in times of trouble. Help me to be still before you and experience you as a
refuge and source of strength. I believe that being in your presence is the key to my not being
afraid and insecure, because it is in your presence that I am safe, protected, and secure. This is
who I really am in Christ. Lord, I release my troubles into your care, and I leave the solutions
entirely up to you. Thank you for helping me to choose the better part. Amen!

Saturday – New Person – Provision of Security – The Necessity of Complete
Reliance

The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives. Though they
stumble, they will never fall, for the Lord holds them by the hand. Psalm 37:23-24

The Lord rescues the godly; he is their fortress in times of trouble. The Lord helps them,
rescuing them from the wicked. He saves them, and they find shelter in him. Psalm 37:39-40

On their arrival in Capernaum, the collectors of the Temple tax came to Peter and asked him,
“Doesn’t your teacher pay the Temple tax?” “Yes, he does,” Peter replied. Then he went into the
house. But before he had a chance to speak, Jesus asked him, "What do you think, Peter? Do
kings tax their own people or the people they have conquered?" “They tax the people they have
conquered,” Peter replied. “Well, then,” Jesus said, “the citizens are free! However, we don’t
want to offend them, so go down to the lake and throw in a line. Open the mouth of the first fish
you catch, and you will find a large silver coin. Take it and pay the tax for both of us." Matthew
17:24-27

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

By reading the entire story all at once from the Matthew passage above and then thinking about
the passages above from Psalm 37, it becomes vividly clear that the practice of turning to Jesus
immediately with whatever it is we face and then waiting on him as our fortress and shelter and
letting him take care of things however and whenever he sees fits, makes absolute sense. As
Colossians 3:3 says, "Your real life is hidden with Christ in God." We are truly secure, protected,
and safe in Christ (this is who we are) and we can always count on him to deal with anything that
threatens our sense of security that we have in him.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, I thank you for the security, protection, and safety that you have provided for me. I ask you
to release me from those things from my past that I have carried into my relationship with you
that interfere with me going forward in the fullness of all you have in store for me. Place me
more squarely in the center of your grace so that your love, acceptance, security, protection, and
safety can help me change and become all that I really am in Christ. (This is the prayer response



from Monday's Devotional, but it is certainly a fitting expression to God for wrapping up our
week) Amen!


