
Devotionals for the Week of March 12, 2023

Our devotional section provides additional spiritual input for helping you go further and deeper
in your journey with the Lord. It is our desire, our hope, and our prayer that this devotional
section will be a helpful Spiritual Life tool for you to utilize on a regular basis. Each day's
devotional will typically consist of Scripture, commentary, and a prayer response. Current
Devotionals can be accessed each day online at www.capecodchurch.com/devotionals or by
using the Cape Cod Church App (select “Connect” on the bottom main page and then “Daily
Devotional” on next page). Be sure to check Saturday and Sundays for special postings of
poems, stories, etc. Printed copies from the prior week are available at the Connection Desk.

Monday – New Person – Freedom of Acceptance – Conquering the Fear of
Man

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a
new life has begun! 2 Corinthians 5:17

I, yes, I am the one who comforts you. So why are you afraid of mere humans, who wither like
the grass and disappear? Yet you have forgotten the Lord, your Creator, the one who stretched
out the sky like a canopy and laid the foundations of the earth. Will you remain in constant dread
of human oppressors? Will you continue to fear the anger of your enemies? Where is their fury
and anger now? It is gone! Isaiah 51:12-13

In my distress I prayed to the Lord, and the Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is for
me, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me? Yes, the Lord is for me; he will help
me. I will look in triumph at those who hate me. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to
trust in people. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes. Psalm 118:5-9

This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. Please, Lord, please save us.
Please, Lord, please give us success .... You are my God, and I will praise you! You are my God,
and I will exalt you! Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever.
Psalm 118:24-25, 28-29

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

This is week two of a four-week devotional series, entitled, “New Person.” The Christian life is
all about becoming a "new person" with a "new life." Our "New Person" Devotional Series
examines what it means to be a new person with a new life through our relationship with Christ.
Transitioning from the old person and old life to the new person and new life is a major
challenge. Things from the old person and old life can be carried over and interfere with the new
person and new life that God has in mind for us. Things like a lack of security, a lack of
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significance, and a lack of acceptance from the old person and old life often mess with who we
are in Christ and our becoming a “new person” with a “new life.”

The Series has four weeks of Devotional material and each week has six Devotionals. The first
week lays a foundation for the series and the other three focus on our security, significance, and
acceptance through our relationship with Christ. We hope that those who go through the “New
Person” Devotional Series will be further established in the new person and new life they have in
Christ. Week one: Portrait of New Life. Week two: Freedom of Acceptance. Week three:
Provision of Security. Week four: Realization of Significance. We begin week two: Freedom of
Acceptance, with the following.

This is the second week in a series called "New Person" that examines what it means to be a new
person with a new life through our relationship with Christ. We laid a foundation for the series in
the Devotionals for last week. Our theme verse for the series is the 2 Corinthians 5:17. It says,
“that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has
begun!” God’s Word here emphasizes powerfully and clearly that a Christian is a new person
with a new life.

Before we became ones who put our faith in Christ, we had our old person and old life. As ones
who have put our faith in Christ, we are given an unfolding new person and new life. If an
entirely new person and new life were immediately put in place in a fully operational way, we
would be perfect and have no need to stay here living out life on earth. Rather, God begins to
unfold the new person and new life we are given in Christ but things from the old person and old
life are carried over and interfere with our new person and new life that God has in mind for us.

Some of the things from the old person and old life that interfere are unacceptance insecurity,
insignificance, and unacceptance. Correspondingly, God’s work of progressively unfolding our
new person and new life is all about overcoming unacceptance, insecurity, and insignificance in
favor of developing healthy levels of acceptance (this week), security (next week) and
significance (the final week).

The Isaiah passage above shows us how acceptance is often not properly in place because we try
to gain the kind of acceptance only God can provide from other people. The first of the Psalm
118 passages above addresses this very problem. The Psalmist speaks of being set free. We need
to be set free from the fear of not having the approval and acceptance of people. We need a
profound trust in the Lord that once and for all places us in the center of his love and acceptance.
Because the Psalmist was set free, he could approach each day of his life as something God made
and in which God was at work unfolding the progressive development of his person and life.

A day like this was something to rejoice and be glad in rather than something filled with fear and
struggle. With the issue of trusting in God's unconditional and unlimited love and acceptance in
place God will be able to place security and significance into our lives as well. Perhaps the



Psalmist saying, "Lord, please save us" and "Lord, please give us success," is his way of saying
he is ready for God to help him with security and significance now that he has been set free from
the fear of man and is trusting fully in God's love and acceptance.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, I know you are my Savior and Lord. I know I am called to be an entirely new and different
person with an entirely new and different life through my relationship with you. But honestly,
Lord, sometimes who I am as a person and the life I am living seem anything but new and
different. I pray that you will show me ways that acceptance is not properly in place in my life. I
pray that you will deliver me from the fear of not having the approval and acceptance of other
people. Establish me fully in your love and acceptance. Help me to rest in you and declare with
the Psalmist, "You are my God, and I will praise you! You are my God, and I will exalt you!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love (and acceptance) endures forever."
Amen!

Tuesday – New Person – Freedom of Acceptance – Propelled by God’s Love

“Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. The law of Moses
says to stone her. What do you say?” They were trying to trap him into saying something they
could use against him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his finger. They kept
demanding an answer, so he stood up again and said, “All right, but let the one who has never
sinned throw the first stone!” Then he stooped down again and wrote in the dust. John 8:4-8

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. Let all Israel repeat:
“His faithful love endures forever.” Let Aaron’s descendants, the priests, repeat: “His faithful
love endures forever.” Let all who fear the Lord repeat: “His faithful love endures forever.”
Psalm 118:1-4

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever .... Give thanks to the
Lord of lords. His faithful love endures forever. Give thanks to him who alone does mighty
miracles. His faithful love endures forever .... He remembered us in our weakness. His faithful
love endures forever. He saved us from our enemies. His faithful love endures forever .... Give
thanks to the God of heaven. His faithful love endures forever. Psalm 136:1, 3-4, 23-24, 26

Where is another God like you, who pardons the guilt of the remnant, overlooking the sins of his
special people? You will not stay angry with your people forever, because you delight in showing
unfailing love. Micah 7:18

Today's thoughts from today's verses:



The story of the adulterous woman comes about because some religious men who oppose Jesus
want to trap him into saying something they can use against him. From what they know of him
they think he will say something that will contradict the requirements of the law. Jesus was at the
temple sitting in the courtyard teaching the multitudes who were coming to him one morning.
And then there appeared before him a group of men wound tight in the confines of their
self-righteous religious system and a woman unraveled by a lifestyle of loose worldly living.
"For God so loved the world that he sent his only unique son, that whoever believes in him
would not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16)." God loves the world and that includes the
tightest of the tight and the loosest of the loose. Those who are wound tight in religious
self-righteousness don't think they need Jesus and those who are totally unraveled from loose
worldly living think they are beyond his love and acceptance.

It is because of the Father’s love that the Son was sent for us and it is because of the Son's love
that he gave himself for us. The love that provides salvation and the love that comes to the
recipients of salvation makes all the difference and is sufficient to unwind the tight and rewind
the loose. In the words of the other passages above God's love is faithful, enduring, and
unfailing. There is absolutely nothing we can do to earn or prohibit God's love and acceptance.
God's unconditional and unlimited love and acceptance come to us solely because of what Christ
did for us on the cross.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, we confess that sometimes we are tight and sometimes we are loose. Thank you for your
unconditional and unlimited love and acceptance that meets us right where we are. Help us to be
so in tune with your loving and accepting heart today that we are lifted above the struggle and
tension that comes from the push of trying to get things right and the pull of temptation to do
things wrong. Thank you, Lord. Amen!

Wednesday – New Person – Freedom of Acceptance – Christ’s Unfailing Help

When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest, until
only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. Then Jesus stood up again and
said to the woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” John
8:9-10

For God has said, "I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” So we can say with
confidence, “The Lord is my helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?”
Hebrews 13:5B-6

So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic before them. For the Lord your
God will personally go ahead of you. He will neither fail you nor abandon you .... Do not be



afraid or discouraged, for the Lord will personally go ahead of you. He will be with you; he will
neither fail you nor abandon you.” Deuteronomy 31:6, 8

No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I was with
Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you. Be strong and courageous. Joshua 1:5-6A

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Let's think of our story of the adulterous woman as if it were taking place in a theater setting.
The crowd is the audience and on stage are Jesus, the adulterous woman, and her accusers. After
the drama of the attempt of the woman's accusers to trap Jesus through their scheme, we see the
amazing way Jesus deals with them. Jesus easily foils their attempt, but avoiding their trap is not
the main story line here. The main story line is what Jesus is doing to help this woman. She
comes before him while entrapped in the scheming of diabolical men who seek to undo Jesus and
while trapped in a lifestyle of loose worldly living.

Now it is just the woman and Jesus left on stage. The woman has just witnessed Jesus at work
helping her with her accusers and they are all out of the way. She is alone on stage with God, the
Son. You can be assured that standing in his presence like that, she knows something much
bigger and much better is going on here than being delivered from human accusers. One cannot
be in the presence of Jesus and not experience both truth and grace (John 1:16-18). The reality of
sinful humanity and Divine grace meet. Somehow, she knows that Divine help has arrived and
rather than receiving condemnation from Jesus, he will somehow release her from her past and
give her hope for the future.

Love and acceptance are what God's grace brings to us and it comes wrapped in Jesus, God the
Son. That spot in the woman's heart that was made for God's love and acceptance only, is being
filled as she stands alone with Jesus on center stage. A forever connection with Jesus, grace, and
love and acceptance is being made. The image of being alone with Jesus on center stage is a
beautiful one. Without even knowing it, this has been the lifelong longing of this woman's heart.
Can't you see her embracing the words of Hebrews 13 above, where it says, "For God has said, 'I
will never fail you. I will never abandon you.' So, we can say with confidence, 'The Lord is my
helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?'”

Whenever we struggle with the assurance of our connection to God's love and acceptance
perhaps picturing ourselves standing alone in Jesus' presence on the center stage of our lives will
help restore the assurance we need and the confidence that our connection to Christ and his love
and acceptance is permanent and forever.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:



Lord, thank you for your forever connection with me. Fill me with a deep and abiding sense of
your love and acceptance. Help me to believe that you will never fail me or abandon me. Create
in me a heart that trusts and rests in you fully and continually. Amen!

Thursday – New Person – Freedom of Acceptance – Released from
Condemnation

“No, Lord,” she said. And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.” John 8:11

Then I heard a great voice in Heaven cry: “Now the salvation and the power and kingdom of our
God, and the authority of his Christ have come! For the accuser of our brethren has been thrown
down from this place, where he stood before our God accusing them day and night. Now they
have conquered him through the blood of the Lamb, and through the Word to which they bore
witness. They did not cherish life even in the face of death! Revelation 12:10-11

Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? Will God? No! He is the one who has
forgiven us and given us right standing with himself. Who then will condemn us? Will Christ?
No! For he is the one who died for us and came back to life again for us and is sitting at the place
of highest honor next to God, interceding for us there in heaven. Romans 8:33-34

For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through
Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
John 3:17-18

For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost. Luke 19:10

If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders away, what will he do? Won’t he leave
the ninety-nine others on the hills and go out to search for the one that is lost? And if he finds it,
I tell you the truth, he will rejoice over it more than over the ninety-nine that didn’t wander
away! Matthew 18:12-13

Therefore, he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him. He lives
forever to intercede with God on their behalf. Hebrews 7:25

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Yesterday we saw that Jesus had asked two questions: “Where are your accusers? Didn’t even
one of them condemn you?” For the very first time the woman speaks and says, "No, Lord."
Remember, we are talking about the place of acceptance in the progressive unfolding of the new
person and new life we have in Christ. Acceptance is what Jesus is putting into place for this
woman. This is seen in Jesus's response: "Neither do I." In saying that he does not accuse or
condemn her, Jesus is giving her his acceptance. So, the woman stands before Jesus with no



accusers and no one who condemns her. What do we learn from this? Christ’s gift of acceptance
will not be properly in place in our lives if we continue to have a sense of being accused and
condemned. Notice the Revelation passage above that tells us that even Satan, the greatest
accuser of them all, can no longer accuse us because of "the blood of the lamb."

As a new person in Christ, there is a new life awaiting this woman and Jesus calls her to it when
he says, "Go and sin no more." The love and forgiveness of Jesus provides a place of acceptance
that releases her from the past and gives her the freedom to go forward into a new and victorious
life. It is absolutely essential that we see ourselves standing on the center stage of our lives alone
with Christ in absolute acceptance with no accusers and no condemnation (Romans 8:1). Read
down through again the verses above that follow the Revelation passage and let the fullness of
acceptance we have in Christ settle in firm and sure. The assurance of Christ's acceptance is the
key to our going forward fully with the changed life he has in store for us.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, help me to treasure that sense of being alone with you, totally wrapped up in and covered
by your amazing love and acceptance. Thank you that you came to seek and to save me. Thank
you that you found me your lost sheep and brought me home to yourself. Please put your gift of
acceptance properly and fully into place in my life and help me live the changed life to which
you have called me. Amen!

Friday – New Person – Freedom of Acceptance – The Gift of Illuminating
Grace

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you
won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life." John 8:12

And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to
the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” John 3:19-21

Jesus shouted to the crowds, “If you trust me, you are trusting not only me, but also God who
sent me. For when you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me. I have come as a light to
shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer remain in the dark."
John 12:44-46

But their evil intentions will be exposed when the light shines on them, for the light makes
everything visible. This is why it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, rise up from the dead, and Christ
will give you light.” So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are



wise. Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly but
understand what the Lord wants you to do. Ephesians 5:13-17

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

We have been looking at the story of the adulterous woman this week. It was suggested that we
look at the story as if it were taking place in a theater setting. The crowd is the audience and on
stage are Jesus, the adulterous woman, and her accusers. At the conclusion of the story, it is just
the woman and Jesus on stage. At the very end Jesus says to the woman, "Go and sin no more.”
The story is over, and Jesus is alone (stage) with the crowd (audience). Of course, this was not a
play but a real time, live incident with an abundance of onlookers.

Jesus has the opportunity to talk to the crowd about what just took place and the John 8:12 verse
above is what he chose to say to them: “Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, ‘I am the

light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have
the light that leads to life.’" If you were in charge of what Jesus would say to the crowd after
such an incident, what would you come up with? Jesus' words cover everything that just
happened. They encompass every person on the scene throughout the drama. And they go right
to the central need of all of humanity.

Even though the incident took place in the morning, it was a very dark scene at the outset. The
scribes and Pharisees who captured, brought, and set the woman before Jesus were in darkness
because of their lifestyle of religious self-righteousness. They not only don't think they need
Jesus, but they are trying to destroy him. The adulterous woman was in darkness because in her
lifestyle of loose worldly living she thinks she is beyond his love and acceptance. If we look at
the progression of this incident as the increasing impact of light on darkness, we can see how
appropriate it is for Jesus to say to the crowd, "I am the light of the world."

For the scribes and Pharisees, the light exposes them for the hypocrites they are. For the
adulterous woman, the light reveals the path that will release her from her past and allow her to
go forward as a changed person into the fullness of God's very best. So, in reality Jesus just says
in words what he has just declared loud and clear to the crowd through all that just happened in
the preceding incident: "I am the light of the world." And now Jesus talks to the crowd about
following him. He says to the crowd, "If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness."

Jesus wants everyone to understand what "darkness" is: (1) it is thinking you can live in a way
that earns God's love and acceptance, or (2) it is thinking you have lived in a way that prohibits
God's love and acceptance. Jesus not only tells the crowd that they don't have to walk in darkness
if they follow him, but he says that if they do follow him, "you will have the light that leads to
life." The light reveals that there is absolutely nothing that earns or prohibits God's love and
acceptance because God's love and acceptance is always and totally a matter of grace. One's



response to the darkness revealed by the light should be repentance and one's response to the
light that revealed the darkness should be faith in Christ, the light of the world. If possible, read
back through the verses above in the "light" of all the we have just covered.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, I know that responding to the light is a very positive thing in the long run, but I confess
that it can be a scary thing to deal with the darkness it exposes. Assure my heart that your
dealings with me are always and totally an expression of your unconditional and unlimited love.
I thank you for the light that brought me to you in the first place and I thank you for the light that
shows me the ongoing changes you have in mind for me. Keep me fully in the center of your
love and acceptance so that the transformation of my life happens in the best way possible.
Amen!

Saturday – New Person – Freedom of Acceptance – Kneeling in Worship and
Gladness

Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! Worship the Lord with gladness. Come before him,
singing with joy. Acknowledge that the Lord is God! He made us, and we are his. We are his
people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good. His unfailing love continues
forever, and his faithfulness continues to each generation. Psalm 100:1-5

Come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come to
him with thanksgiving. Let us sing psalms of praise to him. For the Lord is a great God, a great
King above all gods .... Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our
maker. Psalm 95:1-3, 6

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Our "New Person" series seeks to help us transition from the old person we were with the old life
we lived to the new person we are and the new life we live. An important part of this journey is
addressing those things that interfere with our transitioning from the old to the new. The things
that interfere are things that we carry over from the old person and life into the new person and
life. Our focus this week is on "Acceptance." Our "old way" was seeking to earn acceptance. In
the "new way," God bestows acceptance as a gift of grace. So, God gives the gift of
unconditional acceptance so that the more fully it is in place, the more readily God can change us
into all that he wants us to be.

But let's consider something else. Perhaps the underlying reason things like trying to earn
acceptance are carried over from the "old" into the "new" is because we have not dealt
adequately with the issue of who is in charge. We need to make a commitment to the lifetime



pursuit of surrender to God where we say to him: I want you to be in charge of my life. I want to
be the new person with the new life that you have in mind for me. This is what being a follower
of Christ is all about. It is in the place of surrender to God that we find our entrance into the
fullness of God's unconditional acceptance. Our surrender does not gain God's acceptance but
rather releases us from the darkness of trying to earn acceptance and brings us into the light of
true unconditional acceptance.

This is what happened to the adulterous woman in this week's story. Her encounter with Christ
and his unconditional acceptance released her from her past and allowed her to go forward as a
changed person. What a beautiful example of the life of someone where Christ miraculously
changes them through his gift of his love and acceptance. The woman is no longer the adulterous
woman. She is a follower (surrender and unconditional acceptance) of Christ who no longer
walks in darkness (old person and old life) but walks in the light (new person and new life) that
leads to an amazing transformation.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, like the Psalmist above, we acknowledge that you are God! You made us, and we are
yours. We are your people, the sheep of your pasture. You are a great God, a great King above all
gods. We come in worship, and we bow down. We kneel before you, the Lord our maker. Your
unfailing love continues forever, and your faithfulness continues to each generation. Amen!


