
Devotionals for the Week of February 5, 2023

Our devotional section provides additional spiritual input for helping you go further and deeper in your
journey with the Lord. It is our desire, our hope, and our prayer that this devotional section will be a
helpful Spiritual Life tool for you to utilize on a regular basis. Each day's devotional will typically consist
of Scripture, commentary, and a prayer response. Current Devotionals can be accessed each day online at
www.capecodchurch.com/devotionals or by using the Cape Cod Church App (select “Connect” on the
bottom main page and then “Daily Devotional” on next page). Be sure to check Saturday and Sundays for
special postings of poems, stories, etc. Printed copies from the prior week are available at the Connection
Desk.

Monday - Wisdom from Proverbs – Start Up Wisdom - God at the Center

These proverbs will give insight to the simple, knowledge and discernment to the young. Let the wise
listen to these proverbs and become even wiser .... The fear of the Lord is the foundation of true
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. Proverbs 1:5, 7

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

This is week one of a Four-week Devotional Series entitled, “Wisdom from Proverbs.” Proverbs is a book
about wisdom for life. It consists of many wise sayings. We find in them the themes of Scripture
expressed as practical righteousness that help us examine how we live and manage daily life in the light
of divine truth. The book of Proverbs strongly proclaims that wisdom begins with the fear of Lord. The
"Fear of the Lord" involves a reverence for God where we truly embrace the fact that "God is God and we
are not." So, Proverbs takes the multi-faceted thing we call life and zeros in on many of its facets in terms
that put God right in the center of things.

In order to gain that which the book of Proverbs has to offer, we need to be ones who are willing to put
our primary focus on God and that which he communicates to us about his intentions for our lives. We
hope the “Wisdom from Proverbs” Series will wonderfully contribute to your life yielding a remarkable
level of practical righteousness as you allow Christ to change you in a multitude of wonderful ways. This
series has four weeks of Devotional material, and each week has six Devotionals (Monday through
Saturday).

Week One: Start Up Wisdom. Week two: Human Relationships. Week three: Anatomy of Work. Week
four: The Truly Successful Life. We begin week one: Start Up Wisdom, with the following:

The book of Proverbs is a collection of wise sayings that express timeless truth and are brief and to the
point. Wisdom is the key word of the book and basically means “skill in living." Proverbs contains a gold
mine of biblical theology. In Proverbs the themes of Scripture are expressed as practical righteousness.
The book of Proverbs addresses our ethical choices and calls into question how we think about life. They
help us examine how we live and manage daily life in the light of divine truth. More specifically,
Proverbs
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calls us to live as the Creator intended mankind to live when he first created human beings. The recurring
promise of Proverbs is that generally the wise (the righteousness who obey God) live longer, prosper, and
experience joy and the goodness of God temporally, while fools suffer shame and death (Condensed from
Discover Books of the Bible by Ken Cayce).

The fear of the Lord is mentioned 14 times in the book of Proverbs and is said to be the foundation of true
knowledge. As Tom Main once said in a message, the "Fear of the Lord" involves a reverence for God
where we truly embrace the fact that "God is God and we are not." A "Fear of the Lord" kind of person is
someone who embraces a view of reality, an approach to living life, and the actual living of life, in terms
of God being at the center of everything. Proverbs takes the multi-faceted thing we call life and zeros in
on many of its facets in terms that put God right in the center of things.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, as we explore the book of Proverbs in the weeks ahead, it is my prayer that I will be able to give
you the center place in my life more than ever before. I pray that through the book of Proverbs all the
many facets of my life will be touched by practical wisdom and become beautifully aligned with you and
your desires for my life. Amen!

Tuesday - Wisdom from Proverbs – Start Up Wisdom – Established in God’s
Ways

How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord. How blessed are those
who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all their heart. They also do no unrighteousness; they
walk in His ways. You have ordained Your precepts, that we should keep them diligently. Oh that my
ways may be established to keep Your statutes! Then I shall not be ashamed when I look upon all Your
commandments. I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous
judgments. Psalm 119:1-7 (NASB)

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

We continue today with an introductory emphasis to our new series on "Wisdom" from the book of
Proverbs. The Psalmist's words capture well the "right overall approach" we need for gaining the most
from our "Wisdom" series as we let God speak to us from the Book Proverbs. The Psalm speaks of the
law of the Lord, his testimonies, his ways, his precepts, his statutes, his commandments, and his righteous
judgments. Proverbs is a collection of all of these kinds of things. Truly Proverbs is a book of wisdom.
The Psalmist says the person who observes what God has communicated is blessed. However, this
blessing also requires that they "seek Him with all their heart." Having the "right overall approach"
always keeps the focus on God and that which he communicates to us about his intentions for our lives.

Let's join the Psalmist and embrace the expectations he had for the future. The Psalmist said of the future,
"I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous judgments."  In
anticipation of all that God will bring to us of himself and his intentions for us through the book of
Proverbs, may we, too, say of the future, "I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, when I
learn Your righteous judgments."



Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, with as much of my heart, soul, and mind as I know how, I express these words to you now, "I shall
give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous judgments." I look forward to
saying these words to you over and over again in the coming weeks in response to all that you bring to me
of yourself and your intentions for my life. I really do want to become established in your ways. Amen!

Wednesday - Wisdom from Proverbs – Start Up Wisdom – Humility of Heart
Required

Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. Proverbs 11:2

And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble.” So humble yourselves before God .... Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you
up in honor. James 4:6-7A, 10 (NLT)

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

We have said that Proverbs is a book about wisdom for life, a wisdom that begins with the fear of Lord.
We noted that the "Fear of the Lord" involves a reverence for God where we truly embrace the fact that
"God is God and we are not." So, Proverbs takes the multi-faceted thing we call life and zeros in on many
of its facets in terms that put God right in the center of things. In order to gain that which the book of
Proverbs has to offer, we need to be ones who are willing to put our primary focus on God and that which
he communicates to us about his intentions for our lives. The willingness to have this kind of focus comes
from a genuine humility of mind, heart, and spirit. So, the words from today's verse from Proverbs makes
absolute sense, "with humility comes wisdom."

Humility is all about putting ourselves under God's authority and care. This is a wise thing to do and it
allows us to become ongoing recipients of wisdom. But for this to come about we need a special touch of
grace from God. It is not in our nature to be humble. Society conditions us to be anything but humble.
This is why James prefaces what he says about humility with a reminder that God gives grace generously.
Without a work of grace by God in our lives, we would not be able to humble ourselves before him. It is
in this place of humility that we see our need for wisdom from God for living life properly. And of course,
Proverbs is all about wisdom from God for living life properly.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, help me to hunger for you and the wisdom you have to offer. Teach me what it means to put you at
the center of everything. Please continue your work of grace in my life that infuses me with a genuine
humility of mind, heart, and spirit. I love you, I worship you, and I depend on you, Lord. Amen!

Thursday - Wisdom from Proverbs – Start Up Wisdom – A Teachable Spirit
Needed



Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the righteous, and they will learn even more. Fear of
the Lord is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One results in good judgment. Proverbs
9:9-10 (NLT)

Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, and I shall observe it to the end. Give me understanding, that
I may observe Your law and keep it with all my heart. Make me walk in the path of Your commandments,
for I delight in it. Incline my heart to Your testimonies and not to dishonest gain. Turn away my eyes from
looking at vanity, and revive me in Your ways. Establish Your word to Your servant, as that which
produces reverence for You. Psalm 119:33-38 (NASB)

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Yesterday we talked about the necessity for humility to be in place in our lives if we expect to benefit
from the wisdom found in the book of Proverbs. A close companion of humility is teachability.
Teachability needs to be in place in our lives as well if we are going to benefit from the bestowal of
wisdom through the book of Proverbs that God wants to bring about in our lives over the next few weeks.
While teachability begins with an openness to being instructed, it also includes being able to admit when
we are wrong and to accept the need for change.

This brings us back to what we said about grace yesterday. As with humility, teachability is all about
putting ourselves under God's authority and care. Without a teachable spirit it is highly unlikely that we
will be recipients of wisdom. To become a person with a teachable spirit, we need a special touch of grace
from God. Teachability does not usually come naturally to us and the conditioning influence of society
militates against it. Without a work of grace by God in our lives, we would remain unteachable.

As our verses from Proverbs for today point out, the wise person (teachable) when instructed will become
even wiser and they will learn even more. The teachable person is not the center of his own existence.
This center place is reserved for God alone (fear of the Lord) and the teachable person has given God this
place. Let's join the Psalmist in his prayer regarding teachability. Notice all the things he asks God to do
in regard to being taught, "Teach me," "Give me understanding," "Make me walk," "Incline my heart,"
"Turn away my eyes," "Revive me," and finally, "Establish Your word to Your servant, as that which
produces reverence for You."

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, I do pray that I will be more willing than ever to be instructed, to admit where I am wrong, and to
accept where I need to change. Truly prepare may heart for the work you want to do in my heart and life
through the book of Proverbs over the next several weeks. Amen!

Friday - Wisdom from Proverbs – Start Up Wisdom – Always Come and
Listen to God’s Counsel

Wisdom shouts in the streets.  She cries out in the public square. She calls to the crowds along the main
street, to those gathered in from of the city gate .... Come and listen to my counsel.  I’ll share my heart
with you and make you wise. I called you so often, but you wouldn’t come.  I reached out to you, but you



paid no attention .... But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear of harm. Proverbs
1:20-21, 23-24, 33

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Have you ever heard wisdom shouting in the streets? Have you ever heard wisdom crying out in the
public square? Have you ever heard wisdom calling to the crowds along the main street? It was said
earlier in the week that Proverbs takes the multi-faceted thing we call life and zeros in on many of its
facets. Today's Proverbs passage could easily have said that wisdom shouts, cries, and calls in the living
room, the kitchen, and the bedroom.

In one sense today's Proverb passage is saying that we need to pay attention to all the facets of life and
apply true wisdom to each and every one of them. However, in another sense, our passage is more than
just an appeal for true wisdom to be applied to each facet of life. There really is a sense that wisdom
speaks to us in the midst of the nitty-gritty details of life. Yes, the book of Proverbs zeros in on the many
facets of life and gives us the wisdom we need, but, as we also said earlier, it does so in terms that put
God right in the center of things.

Something beautiful happens when we give God the center place of our heart, soul, and mind. We begin
to "see" him in the center of everything. Wherever we are, whatever we are engaged in, whoever we are
with, we will see God in the midst and he will speak his wisdom to us. He will guide us and bless us with
a wisdom that is both practical and spiritual. We will see that the dichotomy of secular and sacred is a
myth. We will no longer be counted among those who "wouldn’t come" and "paid no attention." We will
be counted among those who "come and listen to my counsel" and with whom "I’ll share my heart with
you and make you wise." There is an urgent need for us to "listen to wisdom." If we do so fully and
completely, we "will live in peace, untroubled by fear of harm."

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, forgive me for all the times I wouldn't come and didn't pay attention. Continue your work of
transforming my heart, soul, and mind, so that, more and more, you have the center place. Help me to see
you in the midst of everything. Speak your wisdom into every aspect of my life and grant that I become
more and more aligned with the practical and spiritual intentions you have for my life. Amen!

Saturday - Wisdom from Proverbs – Start Up Wisdom – Christ Alone
Provides Truth, Changes Hearts, and Produces Holy Living

God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us
right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If
you want to boast, boast only about the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:30-31 (NLT)

Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do!  And whatever else you do, develop good judgment.
Proverbs 4:7

Today's thoughts from today's verses:



At the start of the week, we saw that the book of Proverbs declares that the "fear of the Lord" is the
foundation of true knowledge. The "Fear of the Lord" involves a reverence for God where we truly
embrace the fact that "God is God and we are not." A "Fear of the Lord" kind of person is someone who
embraces life in terms of God being at the center of everything.

A little later in the week we talked about the necessity for humility and teachability being in place in our
lives if we expect to benefit from the wisdom found in the book of Proverbs. It is from a place of humility
that we are able to see our need for wisdom from God for living life properly. It is with a spirit of
teachability that we become open to being instructed and then are able to admit when we are wrong and
accept the need for change. None of this will come about apart from a work of grace by God in our lives.

Yesterday we talked about "wisdom speaking" to us. First, it was in the general sense of an appeal to pay
attention to all the facets of life and apply true wisdom to each and every one of them. Then, we talked
about "wisdom speaking" to us in a more actual or direct sense. When we give God the center place of our
heart, soul, and mind, we begin to "see" him in the center of everything. Wherever we are, whatever we
are engaged in, whoever we are with, we will see God in the midst and he will speak his wisdom to us. He
will guide us and bless us with a wisdom that is both practical and spiritual.

This week has really dealt with what we might call "start-up wisdom." In other words, wisdom about how
to go about getting wisdom. What a special thought from our 1 Corinthian passage: "God has united you
with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself." It is our union with Christ that
makes it possible for us to be ones who allow God to be at the center of everything. It is because Christ is
in our lives that God's intentions can be brought about in our lives. As we look to the book of Proverbs
over the next several weeks we will gain practical wisdom for some of the key areas of life. As we do so
we will become aligned with that wisdom not because somehow, we are able to put it in place, but rather
because we will know what we need to let Christ bring about in our lives. This is the true meaning of the
words: "For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself."

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, thank you for the "start-up wisdom." Please continue to put all these things in place in my life and
prepare me in every way for all that you want to accomplish in my life through the book of Proverbs as it
speaks to key areas of my life. In the words of the Psalmist from earlier in the week, I say to you, Lord, "I
shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous judgments." Amen!


