
Devotionals for the Week of January 29, 2023

Our devotional section provides additional spiritual input for helping you go further and deeper
in your journey with the Lord. It is our desire, our hope, and our prayer that this devotional
section will be a helpful Spiritual Life tool for you to utilize on a regular basis. Each day's
devotional will typically consist of Scripture, commentary, and a prayer response. Current
Devotionals can be accessed each day online at www.capecodchurch.com/devotionals or by
using the Cape Cod Church App (select “Connect” on the bottom main page and then “Daily
Devotional” on next page). Be sure to check Saturday and Sundays for special postings of
poems, stories, etc. Printed copies from the prior week are available at the Connection Desk.

Monday - The Touch of the Master’s Hand - The Tale of the Soul – Becoming
a Vessel of Redemption

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every
prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.
Philippians 1:3-5

You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia
and Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to
say anything. 1 Thessalonians 1:6-8

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Today we begin week five of a five-week Devotional Series entitled, “The Touch of the Master’s
Hand.” When it comes to realizing Christian spirituality that is truly triumphant, it is “the Touch
of the Master’s hand” that is absolutely essential and makes all the difference. This Devotional
series calls us to an understanding of Christianity that is absolutely dependent on the touch and
work of Christ living in and through us. This series is a compilation of separate weeks of
Devotional material. They were selected and put together because they all contribute very nicely
to this emphasis. This is truly a series to help the person who wants to explore, enter into, and
consistently experience the “Deeper” Christian life. We hope the “Touch of the Master’s Hand”
Devotional Series blesses you and wonderfully guides you into a “Deeper” Christian experience.

This series has five weeks of Devotional material with two weeks having six Devotionals and
three having five. This week has five devotionals (Monday through Friday). Week One: Divine
Adjustments. Week two: Communion with God. Week three: The Presence of God. Week four:
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Becoming Spiritually Whole. Week Five: Tale of the Soul. We begin week five: Tale of the Soul,
with the following:

“The Touch of the Master’s Hand”

By Myra Brooks Welch

‘Twas battered and scarred and the auctioneer

Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But he held it up with a smile.

“What am I bid, good folk?” he cried.

“Who’ll start the bidding for me?

A dollar, a dollar ... now two ... only two ...

Two dollars, and who’ll make it three?

“Three dollars once, three dollars twice,

Going for three” ... but no!

From the room far back a gray-haired man

Came forward and picked up the bow.

Then wiping the dust from the old violin

And tightening up the strings,

He played a melody pure and sweet,



As sweet as an angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said, “What am I bid for the old violin?”

As he held it up with the bow.

“A thousand dollars ... and who’ll make it two?

Two...two thousand, and who’ll make it three?

Three thousand once and three thousand twice ...

Three thousand and gone!” said he.

The people cheered, but some exclaimed

“We do not quite understand ...

What changed it’s worth?” and the answer came:

“Twas the touch of the master’s hand.”

In answer to the question, “What changed,” our poem proclaims triumphantly, “the touch of the
master’s hand.” When it comes to realizing Christian spirituality that is truly triumphant, it is
“the Touch of the Master’s hand” that is absolutely essential and makes all the difference. This
Devotional series calls us to an understanding of Christianity that is absolutely dependent on the
touch and work of Christ living in and through us.

--------------------------------------------------

There is another poem that goes something like this: “Only one life, will soon be past. Only
what’s done for Christ will last.” It is a tremendous thing when a person comes to the spot where
they want the message of this poem to be true for their life. However, if we could somehow



search out the truth, I think we would find that almost everyone that gets to this spot gets to
another spot, a spot of frustration and weariness. Living life “for” Christ becomes a real burden
at first until there is a transformation of our understanding of the word “for” that God brings
about. The problem lies in limiting our thoughts about living “for” Christ to simply the “mission”
He has for us. It is absolutely essential that in our understanding of “for” we include the “means”
as well as the “mission” we seek to pursue. When we try to fulfill the “mission” God has for us
without using the “means” He has for us, frustration and weariness are inevitable. We need the
poem as it is to remind us of our “mission” in life, but the following rendering of the poem
brings the “means” of our mission more clearly into view: “Only one life, will soon be past. Only
what’s done “by” Christ will last.” Our “mission” is a redemptive one whereby people come to
Christ, but Christ must be the one and only “means” of our mission. This is the focus of this
week’s Devotionals.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, I do want to become the redemptive vessel you have in mind for me to become. Please,
show me what this is really all about. Keep me going further and further in this journey of living
fully for you. Keep me going further and further in pursuing a life that truly comes from “the
Touch of the Master’s Hand.” I know it is all about you, through you, and for you. Thank you for
redemption and the awesome adventure of you in me and through me sharing it with the world.
Amen!

Tuesday - The Touch of the Master’s Hand - The Tale of the Soul – Radiating
Christ’s Light Fully

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let
your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify your
father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

When we speak of Christ being the means of our mission, we are saying that what we do must be
done by Him living through us. Christ is not merely a resource that we include in our efforts to
serve him. He is our source. This means that we have nothing within ourselves that is of any use
in the mission of His reaching the world through us. As our source, His life in us and through us
becomes the hallmark of how our mission is carried out. This is seen very clearly in the Matthew
passage where Jesus says we are the light of the world whereby we let our light shine before



men. Jesus does not strengthen our light but rather He is our strength and all light that shines out
from us is His light (John 1). Our connection with him in this matter is like that between the Sun

and the Moon. The moon has no light of its own. The only light we see from the moon is the
light of the sun reflecting off the moon. We do see the moon and people do see us. But what they
see needs to be the light of Christ shining out from the depths of our being.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, thanks for making your home in my heart and life. You are the light of the world and
because you live within me you can be light to the world through me. That’s my desire and that’s
my prayer. Please grant that nothing about me would interfere with you shining brightly from me
for all to see and be drawn to. May you truly and fully be glorified through me. Amen!

Wednesday - The Touch of the Master’s Hand - The Tale of the Soul –
Revolutionized to the Core

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if
there is any excellence and if anything, worthy of praise, dwell on these things. The things you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace
will be with you. But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your
concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak
from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get
along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every
circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having
abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. Philippians
4:6-13

Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just
please ourselves. Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to his edification. For even
Christ did not please Himself, but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached you
fell on Me.’ For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that
through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Now may
the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one
another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 15:1-6

Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have
this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus. Philippians 2:4-5Footnotes:



Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Letting our light shine before men is all we are called to do, but it must be Christ shining out
from within us. I like to say it this way: In an intimate love relationship with Christ, He fills us
up with Himself and transforms our very being. With lives that are constantly being transformed
as a result of our ongoing love relationship with Him, we daily join Him in the adventurous
mission of letting our lives touch the world around us with His light. When we shine in this way
frustration and weariness are minimized and Christ has little difficulty orchestrating where and
before what people He wants our light to shine. Recognizing and embracing the reality that the
life we live must be the result of Christ’s presence allows Him to become the means for God’s
redemptive mission being properly carried out in our lives. This requires a great work of God in
our inner person, whereby we are broken deeply and profoundly. Only in this way will we have
the level of surrender and dependence needed for experiencing Christ as the true means of our
mission. The passages above are filled with expressions of being done with ourselves and alive
to Christ and a world of “others” that need Him desperately. When “others” see that we are ones
who live our lives desperately in need of Christ and are intimately involved with Him, our light
will truly be shining before men in the most effective way possible.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, open the eyes of my heart so fully that I see my desperate need for you. Help me genuinely
to hunger and thirst for you to such an extent that I seek you relentlessly. Help me to know you
intimately. So, revolutionize the core of my being that I am changed forever. May there be no
explanation for the life I live but you. I want to shine, shine, shine as you burn brightly in the
depths of my being. Hallelujah! Amen!

Thursday - The Touch of the Master’s Hand - The Tale of the Soul – Totally at
Christ’s Disposal

Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction. You yourselves know,
Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with
me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; but even in Thessalonica you sent a gift
more than once for my needs. Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which
increases to your account. Philippians 4:14-17

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed
for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for
all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service
is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing through many
thanksgivings to God. Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your
obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to



them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the
surpassing grace of God in you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians
9:10-15

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life
indeed. 1 Timothy 6:17-19

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

In consideration of the level of surrender, dependence, and intimacy in our relationship with
Christ we have been talking about, the availability and use of our money and other material
resources becomes a moot point. If we are having trouble in this area, it is because we have not
been broken deeply and profoundly. And of course, that is where the work needs to be done. We
will understand little of the focus of all these Scriptures, particularly the ones from Philippians.
As a matter of fact, the promises contained in them are routinely seen throughout the greater
Christian Community through the lens of personal concern and interest rather than the mission of
the Gospel. When God does His work in the depths of our being (The touch of the Master’s
Hand) and He moves us beyond personal concern and interest, He will not only have our money
and our material resources, but He will have us and will freely be able to call us to whatever
“mission” business he has in mind for us.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, you gave it all and so will I. Everything I am and have is yours to use in whatever way you
choose. Forgive me for thinking that what I have is mine for whatever use I see fit. I want to live
sacrificially for your mission of redemption. Show me exactly how you want to use me and my
material resources. Continue to increase my level of surrender, dependence, and intimacy in my
relationship with you. Amen!

Friday - The Touch of the Master’s Hand - The Tale of the Soul – Radically
Set Free to Serve Christ

Come and hear, all who fear God, and I will tell of what he has done for my soul. Psalm 66:16

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

This whole business of brokenness, surrender, dependency, intimacy, etc. may sound scary but
oh, how liberating and truly fulfilling it is to be brought there. When the Psalmist talks about



what God has done for His soul, you can be sure there is no smack of personal interest or
concern involved. The Psalmist is talking about the profound and deep work of God in his inner
being that has rescued him from himself with all its selfishness and self-centeredness (The touch
of the Master’s hand). This is what needs to be seen by those we live our lives before, and it is
this that they will want to hear about from us. This is why Christ sacrificed Himself for us. We
are the redeemed, the transformed, and the light of the world. May God grant that we become
more like the Psalmist than ever before so that when we tell others what God has done for our
souls, we are telling them not what we managed to get Him to do on our behalf but about the
radical work He has been free to do in us and through us. Amen

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, when all is said and done, I don’t want the tale of my soul to be that I was captured by and
lived for myself, for pleasure, for comfort, and for the things of this world. I want the tale of my
soul to be the tale of a soul set free to live fully for you. I want it to be a tale of surrender,
dependence, and intimacy in my relationship with you. I want it to be a tale of a life lived
selflessly, sacrificially, and devotedly for your mission of redemption. It is all about you, Lord,
and what you have done for my soul. So, here I am ready to serve, shine, and bless like never
before. Amen!

Note:

Personal help, encouragement, and support are available for your “Deeper” Christian life
journey.

At the beginning of the week the following three things were said:

(1)   When it comes to realizing Christian spirituality that is truly triumphant, it is “the Touch of
the Master’s hand” that is absolutely essential and makes all the difference.

(2)   This Devotional series calls us to an understanding of Christianity that is absolutely
dependent on the touch and work of Christ living in and through us.

(3) This is truly a series to help the person who wants to explore, enter into, and consistently
experience the “Deeper” Christian life.

Each week of our five-week devotional series gives you a lot to consider and respond to. Help,
encouragement, and support are a vital part of the “Deeper” Christian life experience!

So, I want you to know that I am available to help, encourage, and support you. Please feel free
to email me at kenhart5273@gmail.com anytime with questions, thoughts, or concerns and I will



gladly interact with you. Do not click on my email address. Just write it down and use it in your
own email program. I can also be available by phone when needed. Just email me and I will
email you my number. Blessings! Ken Hart (I hope this series was helpful to you)


