
Monday – Christmas: Foretold & Fulfilled – Opposition
Opportunities – God Uses Bad Things for Good

When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son. Hosea 1:1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we
saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet.” …. Now when they (magi) had gone,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child
and His mother and flee to Egypt and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search
for the Child to destroy Him.” So, Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was
still night and left for Egypt. He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” Then when
Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all
the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under,
according to the time which he had determined from the Magi. Then what had been spoken
through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; and she refused to be comforted, because they were
no more.” But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, and said, “Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those
who sought the Child's life are dead.” So, Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and
came into the land of Israel. Matthew 2:1-5, 13-21

Today's thoughts from today's verses:

Today we begin week four of a four-week Devotional Series entitled, “Christmas: Foretold &
Fulfilled.” In this series we will examine the original Christmas Story. The series will look at
many of the details we find in the Gospel accounts concerning the birth of Christ but each week
we will focus on one Old Testament passage that foretells something of the birth of Christ. We

will then see the Old Testament passage fulfilled in the part of the New Testament story of
Christmas that is being featured that week. The goal of this devotional series is to help those who
interact with it to be overwhelming amazed at how spectacular the intervention of God is in the
original Christmas story of Scripture (Old & New Testaments) so that they become established in
the expectation that God will spectacularly intervene in the story of their lives and the
challenging details it includes.



Each week has five devotionals (Monday through Friday). Week One: God’s Son Provided.
Week two: The Messiah’s Arrival. Week three: The Prince of Peace. Week four: Opposition
Opportunities. We begin week four: Opposition Opportunities, with the following:

This week we meet the Magi and Herod and some fascinating developments in the immediate
aftermath of the birth of Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; I have overcome the world.” We have tribulation because we live in a fallen world
where bad things happen. Bad things happen because sin and death entered the world when
mankind fell through rebellion and disobedience. God took the risk of sin and death entering the
world and all its effects when he created mankind with the ability to choose. He created mankind
with the ability to choose in order to have the possibility of a true love relationship with them.
He wanted to have a true love relationship with them so that the circle of intimate
companionship, communication, and co-operation that existed in the Godhead could be
expanded.

It was into this fallen world where bad things happen that God placed His only begotten Son who
would go on to sacrifice himself for mankind in order for them to be restored to God and all that
He had in mind for them in the first place. From today’s highlighted portion of our Matthew 2
passage, we see that the enemy, Satan, and his instrument Herod were troubled at the presence of
Jesus and sought a way to interfere. Make no mistake, bad things are instore for Jesus, and it all
begins with the opposition of Jesus being troubled by his presence here on earth in Bethlehem.
God seeking to expand His circle of love and the enemy interfering has been the cycle of things
down through the ages. With every opposition there is opportunity.

Notice our Nahum verse above. This is a prophecy from hundreds of years before the birth of
Christ that is fulfilled in today’s Matthew 2 passage not long after his birth. God is always at
work turning opposition into opportunity. We will see as we move through the week, how the
fulfillment of the words, “When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My
son,” become God’s means of turning opposition into opportunity for Jesus. This week we will
have our confidence strengthened in the reality that we truly can take courage because Jesus has
overcome this world of tribulation and will wonderfully bring us to the other side of it someday
while all the while having used the bad things of life to accomplish His glorious purposes.

Today's prayer response from today's thoughts:

Lord, you are so good at creating reversals of things that would otherwise bring disruption and
harm. Your Word and history reflect this as do the experiences of my own life. Thank you for
this. Help me not to forget it when I face new tribulations. May I go forward always counting on
you to work in amazing ways and always expecting you to use bad things for bringing about
good. Amen!




