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1967 for a complete overhaul.

By that time the USS Thresher had sunk in 1963 and 

the Navy had instituted a program called SUBSAFE 

which was designed to prevent more “expensive 

undersea accidents” from happening.  SUBSAFE had 

four main requirements:     (1) address the integrity of 

the pressure hull and valve closures where seawater 

piping met the pressure hull; (2) improve recovery 

procedures from flooding; (3) greater reliability of the 

stern plane control systems (these help to determine 

the pitch of the submarine up or down allowing it to 

surface or submerge); (4) massive record keeping to 

make sure all safety related materials worked and met 

stringent specifications.  SUBSAFE also required that 

all submarines receive an emergency blow system 

known as “super blow” which would allow the ballast 

tanks to be emptied of water and filled with air so that 

the sub could surface much faster than with the 

ordinary blow system.  When all these were 

accomplished the sub would receive a SUBSAFE 

certificate which indicated this sub had received all 

changes need to prevent flooding and increase the 

recoverability of the sub.

Unfortunately, SUBSAFE was its own worst enemy as 

it greatly increased overhaul time and cost. The sub 

force did all it could to defer the safety work due to 

cost, lack of parts and insufficient qualified workers to 

perform the work.  They also wanted to expedite 

overhauls and get subs back on duty as quickly as 

possible during that critical time in the Cold War.

Tale of  Two Scorpions
On the ceiling in St. Peter’s Chapel there is a plaque to 

two submarines, the USS Scorpion SS -278 and SSN -
589, the only two submarines with the same name, one 

diesel and one nuclear,  to be sunk.

The USS Scorpion SS-278 was a diesel boat from 

World War II which had been built at Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard, commissioned on 1 October 1942 and 

went on her first war patrol from Pearl Harbor in April 

1943.  Her fourth and last war patrol began 29 

December 1944 at Pearl Harbor from which she 

transited to Midway to refuel and left there on 3 

January.

On 5 January one of her crewmen was restocking 

while there were high seas and a crate of oranges 

dropped on his foot and fractured it.  That afternoon 

Scorpion rendezvoused with the USS Herring on her 

way back to Pearl Harbor and transferred the injured 

sailor to that boat.  Scorpion was never heard from 

again.

There is no evidence in Japanese records that she was 

sunk by them, but she did go to the Yellow Sea shortly 

after mines had been laid there and the assumption is 

that she hit a mine and sank.

The nuclear Scorpion SSN -589 has a much more 

complicated story.  She was commissioned at Groton,! 

CT, in 1959 and had a number of problems as her 

class of Skipjack submarines all had.  She had an 

overhaul in 1964 and was sent to Norfolk in February



When Scorpion was finished being overhauled, the 

cost was only 1/7 of the normal costs and the new 

central valve system, long overdue, had not been 

corrected, and the emergency blow system had the 

same problem which sank the Thresher and it had not 

been corrected.   The shipyard claimed her emergency 

blow system worked as it was.  SUBLANT (Submarine 

Atlantic Command) claimed it did not and it was listed 

as unusable. Chief of Naval Operations, ADM David 

McDonald deferred SUBSAFE work on the Scorpion 
even though it had been deemed essential since 1963 

and it was now four years later.

In addition when the new commander, Francis 

Slattery, took command in late 1967, Scorpion also 

had another chronic problem. Freon leaked from the 

refrigeration and air-conditioning systems and the crew 

had to continually replenish it.  Freon is heavier than 

oxygen and it could pool and displace oxygen in lower 

places.   The only reported ill effect on Scorpion was 

from the smokers who said that lighted cigarettes 

converted the refrigerant to phosgene gas which 

burned their throats. However, had the phosgene 

migrated to their lungs and mixed with the water there 

it would have been converted to hydrochloric acid.  

The normal allowable limits for Freon was 50 parts per 

million.  On the Scorpion the Freon could rise to 

1000 parts per million for short periods and during 

longer submerged operations it was often 350 parts per 

million which was seven times higher than the 

allowable limit.  Based just on the evidence provided 

to this point one can understand why the crewmen 

referred to her as “USS Scrapiron”.

In mid-February 1968 she completed two days of sea 

trials and then headed to the Mediterranean to operate 

with the 6th fleet.  In the process she had the Freon 

problem, a fire in the escape trunk when a water leak 

shorted out shore power and she was limited to a 

depth of 500 feet due to incomplete implementation 

of planned SUBSAFE checks. But, she was able to 

complete her assignment with the fleet operations 

successfully.

She was headed home when Scorpion received the 

message that a crewman’s wife had lost their baby and 

another crewman was coughing up blood and the “doc

” on board was unable to determine the origins.  It was 

decided to drop these two men off at Rota Naval Base 

in Spain and then continue to Norfolk.

At Rota she had a hydraulic leak which should have 

been repaired and many visible oil leaks. According to
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personnel from Rota, morale on the boat was very low 

and the men appeared humorless and emotionally 

depleted.  They had been gone for four months and 

were ready to return to their loved ones.  And crew 

who had recently left the boat agreed at the court of 

inquiry that morale was unacceptably low due to the 

time at sea and the continual mechanical problems.

As they were leaving Rota Scorpion received a 

message that Soviet trawlers, a nuclear attack 

submarine, an Echo II sub and a guided missile 

destroyer were operating in the area.  She was ordered 

to observe the Soviet activity near to the Azores in the 

mid-Atlantic and was to maintain radio silence.  After 

completing the mission she tried unsuccessfully to 

contact Rota to relay a message to SUBLANT.  

Eventually Nea Makri in Greece received the message 

and said it would be forwarded. That was just after 

midnight on 22 May.  It was the last communication 

with Scorpion.
Even though on  27 May there was a terrible storm in 

the Norfolk area the families gathered, with their 

children dressed in their best, to await the return of 

their fathers, sons and brothers. Eventually a sub 

tender at the pier invited the soaked families aboard to
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In the St. Peter’s Chapel, the memorial plaque to the

two USS Scorpions on Eternal Patrol 
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continue their wait.  The sub never appeared and the 

devastated families kept hoping for the best. On 29 

May the Navy declared event SUBMISS, submarine 

missing, which would allow the families to receive 

their normal pay. On 5 June Casualty Assistance Call 

Officers started notifying the families that their loved 

ones were considered to be lost.

And that brings us to the real conundrum.  Why did 

the Scorpion sink and where was she?  

Depending on which source you use she was anywhere 

from 40 to 400 miles from the Azores in the Atlantic.   

Fortunately there were several sets of secret hydro-

acoustic listening stations in the Atlantic and by using 

the recordings from these they were able to determine 

two major things.  One was that the final seconds of 

the Scorpion had been captured by these listening 

stations.  There were fifteen blips which occurred 

within 91 seconds which appeared to be the death 

throes of the sub, but the first blip, while sounding like 

an explosion, had  no bubble pulse frequency – the 

sound of bubbles escaping to the surface after an 

explosion.  Determining the location was more 

difficult, but with triangulation they eventually decided 

on a 144 square mile area 450 miles southwest of the 

Azores as the likely location at a depth of 

approximately 11,000 feet.

The Navy had a scientific ship, USNS Mizar, 
operated by the Naval Research Laboratory. She had 

just finished a mission and was headed to dry dock 

after which she was to go to the Pacific on a top secret 

five month mission which was speculated to involve 

the sunken Russian sub, K-129.  Enroute to Norfolk, 

Mizar was advised, instead of going into dry dock, the 

crew was to make the ship ready to help search for the 

Scorpion.  The ship which had assisted in the search 

for the Thresher under command of “Bucky “ 

Buchanan, a pioneer in deep ocean search technology, 

was equipped with a towed sled with, among other 

things, cameras, lights, sonar and sensors.  Mizar
departed Norfolk on 2 June 1968 and did not return 

for five months.     

At the outset Mizar had innumerable technical 

problems which prevented any really useful  gathering 

of information.  She also had submarine officers who 

dropped in and out as “on scene commanders”  

causing Buchanan and his crew to be  ruled by the 

“whims of a committee” not all of whom were ever 

present at the same time.

After months of fruitless search, the Navy said they

would no longer pay for the operation.  At that point 

the NRL, which had great confidence in Buchanan, 

said they would pay for it.  The fourth and last search 

was to begin on 16 October and end on 2 November. 

On 28 October when the film from sled run 74 was 

analyzed they saw small bits of debris including wire 

and tubing.   When the film from sled run 75 was 

analyzed there was no doubt the debris they were 

seeing had to be from the Scorpion.  Now they had to 

find the major segments of the wreckage.  

During sled run 76 the sled was detached from its 

cable and fell to the sea floor.  However, with a 

different less sophisticated sled, runs 77, 78, 79 and 80 

were all successful and produced many valuable 

photos.  Buchanan had succeeded in finding his 

second sunken nuclear submarine, Thresher being the 

first. 

Without going into lengthy detail, now they had to try 

to determine what had caused the sub to sink.  There 

were any number of theories.

One theory was proposed by a well-known Navy 

scientist, John Craven, who had a great deal of self-

confidence and was a master “poker player.”  He 

studied the hydro-acoustic sounds and decided that the 

Scorpion had been sunk with one of its own “hot” 

torpedoes. Men who knew the M-37 torpedoes 

thought there were too many safety features built in to 

allow for this and this time Craven did not have a 

winning hand!  Once Craven had made a 

pronouncement, he never wavered and he was 

convinced he had determined the cause. However, 

Mare Island Museum Hours
Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Every Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays
Tel: (707) 557-4646

Shipyard tours by appointment, please call:
(707) 664-4746 or (707) 280-5742

Preserving the history of Mare Island
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none of the pictures indicated any damage that would 

support Craven’s theory, but that did not stop Craven 

from continuing to promote his cause. ADM Schade, 

COMSUBLANT (whose daughter now lives in Vallejo) 

thought the cause was a leaking garbage chute.  The 

chute had a ball valve as part of its operation which 

was often troublesome.  If the chute leaked, enough 

water could enter the submarine to force it beneath 

safe diving depth and cause the sub to implode and 

burst inward.  A crew member who had left the sub 

shortly before its loss tended to agree with ADM 

Schade.   Again there was no substantial photo 

evidence to support this theory. 

Then there were the conspiracy theorists, and there 

were many, who suggested the sub had been sunk by 

the Russian vessels it had been tracking.  To add a bit 

of spice to this theory it was suggested that the US had 

sunk the K-129 near Hawaii and the sinking of the 

Scorpion was in retaliation.  To take it a step further, 

some of these people believed that the US and the 

USSR had secretly met and both agreed that they 

would never admit that each had sunk the other sub. 

No photos revealed the kind of damage which would 

have occurred if such an attack had happened.

With this much controversy it was decided there 

should be Phase II to the Court of Inquiry. Now came 

a real connection to Mare Island Naval Shipyard as a 

vehicle built here was chosen to do the research.  It 

was the Trieste II which should have been called the 

Trieste III because it was a completely re-designed and 

built vessel.  However no one wanted the Soviets to 

know we had new technology, so they simply called it

Trieste II as its two previous configurations had been 

known.

On 1 June 1969 Trieste II reached the site of the 

wreckage of the Scorpion and  descended to the site 

on 22 June after a number of test dives. Like the Mizar
before her, she had a number of unsuccessful and 

problematic dives. Finally on 10 July on her fourth 

dive, Trieste II successfully landed at the debris field, 

but the silt made photography impossible. 

Craven was again involved because he was closely 

connected to the deep submergence vehicle program 

and Trieste II was DSV-1.  On 12 July after the sixth 

dive, Craven came on board the support ship for

Trieste II and was photographed talking to the two 

officers from DSV-1 who by this time were convinced 

that the evidence did not support Craven’s theory.  

Craven was unmoved by their doubts, but managed to 

earn a tidy sum by beating the officers at nightly poker 

games on the support ship.

Successive dives convinced the officers that Trieste II 
had been destroyed by an implosion after going below 

safe diving depth, but no one could determine why she 

had gone so deep.  On the eighth dive a body was seen 

wearing a navy uniform and a life preserver.  It was not 

photographed because of the lack of maneuverability 

of the bathyscaphe and it was never seen again. The 

navy kept this info a secret for 29 years, but the corpse 

just raised more questions.  Why was he wearing a life 

preserver which was fully intact as was the body.  How 

had the body remained intact if there was a major 

implosion which there had to have been based on the 

smashed pieces of the hull. 

On the ninth and last dive, they saw a wallet with 

money sticking out and there were loads of paper 

debris, including a bunch of books in a relatively small 

area. Had the implosion happened at less depth, the 

papers and books would have been disbursed over a 

much larger debris field.  Another interesting discovery 

was much debris from the storage battery and a sextant 

from the operations compartment.

Unfortunately, rather than helping to solve the 

problem of the cause of the demise of the boat, these 

sightings and artifacts just raised more questions!  

There was no doubt that there had been an implosion, 

but there were still so many unknowns and pieces that 

did not fit any of the theories.

It was decided not to have another Court of Inquiry 

because all the witnesses had already been deposed.  

Needless to say, the families of the lost crew were

(left) Commander Maximilian Gmelish Schmidt

CO of SS-278 at the time of her loss, (right) Commander Francis 

Atwood Slattery, CO of SSN-589 at the time of her loss
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frustrated and angry with the lack of progress and 

information from the navy.  And this went on until 

2010. In May of 2010 B. Rule from Kentucky wrote a 

letter to the Chief of Naval Operations chastising the 

navy for not providing more information on the loss of 

the Scorpion and failing in its obligations to the 

families and friends of the lost crewmen and to the 

general public by not providing a non-technical 

explanation of why Scorpion was lost.

In reply the navy provided the following information:

The initiating events responsible for the loss of the 

Scorpion were two explosions that occurred one-half

second apart at 18:20:44Z on 22 May 1968 and were 

confined within the submarine’s pressure hull.  The 

source of these explosions, which are estimated to have 

been equal to the explosion of no more than 20 lbs. of 

TNT each, cannot be determined from the analysis of 

the acoustic data.

These explosive events prevented the crew from 

maintaining depth control.  Scorpion sank to 1530 feet 

where the pressure hull and all internal bulkheads 

collapsed at 18:42:34Z on 22 May 1968 in one-tenth of 

a second with a force equal to the explosion of 13,200 

lbs. of TNT at 1530 feet.

The energy was produced by the almost instantaneous 

conversion of potential energy of 680 psi sea pressure 

on the entire Scorpion pressure hull to kinetic energy, 

the motion of the intruding water-ram which entered 

the pressure hull at supersonic velocity.,

During the 111.6 second when it was conjectured that 

Scorpion had reversed course to deactivate a M-37 

torpedo that had become active in the launch tube, the 

already-fragmented hulk was sinking at about 12  nm  

During the 200 second period pressure-hull collapse, 

17 additional acoustic events were detected.  These 

events were produced by small, more pressure resistant 

structures that survived within the wreckage to collapse 

at a greater depth.  Six of those events were produced 

by the collapse of the torpedo-tubes at depths between 

3400 and 4600 feet. There was no explosion from a 

torpedo or any other source external to the pressure-

hull. Scorpion was lost because of an on-board 

problem (the two internal explosions) the crew could 

not overcome.  There was no involvement of Soviet 

forces.

And so… there were two explosions and an implosion.  

Still not answered was WHY the explosions had 

occurred.

An Interesting Sidelight
If you subscribe to the theory that the Russians sank 

the USS Scorpion, that leads us to an even more 

complex problem.  For many the name John A. Walker 

is familiar.  He was a navy radioman who had risen to 

the rank of warrant officer with top secret clearance 

and access to nuclear weapons in his first ten years in 

the navy. Because of marital problems, a lack of cash 

for his preferred lifestyle and his belief that there was 

no such thing as a “Cold War” he began in October 

1967 providing the Soviets with sensitive naval 

information which over his 18 year spying career 

provided them with information on weaponry, sensor 

data, naval tactics, terrorist threats, submarines and 

airborne training readiness and tactics.

One day he simply photographed a sensitive document 

at SUBLANT where he worked, shoved it in his 

pocket, drove his MG to the Soviet embassy and asked 

to see the security personnel.  At first skeptical, the 

Russians finally accepted his value as a spy and it 

became the most damaging spy network in American 

history. It also included a friend from the navy, his 

brother who was an officer in the Navy and his son 

who enlisted in the navy.  He also tried, unsuccessfully, 

to recruit his daughter who was in the military, but she 

refused and, in fact, was the one who encouraged her 

mother to report her father to the FBI.

Some of the things Walker provided were key code 

cards for deciphering official communications.  

However there was a new code machine, KW-7 and 

the Russians needed that machine so they could 

successfully decode the latest messages

The USS Pueblo was supposedly a research ship, but 

was actually a “spook ship,”  sailing off the coast of 

North Korea close to the port of Wonsan near where it 

was thought the Russians had set up a submarine base.  

According to the captain she was in international 

waters, but was being harassed by North Korean 

trawlers and a Russian anti-submarine ship which was 

eventually armed and shooting .  The Pueblo was 

captured after it was determined there was not enough 

time to scuttle her.  The crew began destroying code 

books and machines and any other top secret materials 

and manuals.

To make a long story short, it was believed that the 

Pueblo was taken to capture a KW-7 cryptographic 

machine and that the North Koreans were successful.  

Within a very short time after the capture a plane
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loaded with over 800 lbs. of gear and manuals took off 

for Moscow.  It is believed the KW-7 was in that cargo. 

If the KW-7 machine was part of the cargo, it meant 

that the Russians would have been able to decode navy 

messages from 1968-1974 and, in fact, would have 

known exactly where the Scorpion was and what was 

her mission.  The Russians could have easily destroyed 

her with underwater or airborne ordnance, if you 

subscribe to the “Soviets destroyer her” theory.

Want More Information?
If you want to do more research on USS Scorpion  
SSN 589 there are many, many articles on the internet 

concerning the sinking.  

Want to know more about the Russian conspiracy 

theory, there are two well-known books which might 

pique your interest.  One is Scorpion Down,: Sunk 

by the Soviets, Buried by the Pentagon: The 

Untold Story of the USS Scorpion written by Ed 

Offley, and All Hands Down: The True Story of the 

Soviet Attack on the USS Scorpion by Kenneth 

Sewell. Neither of these books gets a stellar review 

from long time submariners, but there are many people 

who still believe that this was the cause of the demise 

of the Scorpion.
A less biased book, Silent Steel: The Mysterious 

Death of the Nuclear Attack Sub USS Scorpion by 

Stephen Johnson presents many facts, but does not 

reach a conclusion as to the cause of the sinking

These books are probably available in a reasonably 

well-stocked public library or can be found on-line. If 

you are a Mare Island Museum member you can check

Coming Events

MIHPF Board Meeting
July 31st, 2017

10:00 A.M., Qtrs. B

POC: Bill Linne, (707) 446-7673

Code 950 Reunion
September 8th, 2017

10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M., Museum

POC: Tom Watson, (707) 507-5249

Shop 31 Reunion
September 23rd, 2017

11:30 A.M. – 2 P.M., Museum

POC: John Chamberlin, (707) 226-3564

Design Division Reunion
November 7th, 2017

10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M., Museum

POC: Jim Holland, (707) 221-8593

CRD 11/SBU XI Reunion
September 8th – 10th, 2017

POC: Bob Smith, (707) 935-9360

For further information on any of these events contact the 

museum at mihp46@att.net or call (707) 557-4646

The USS Pueblo crew in a North Korean photo flashing the 

“Hawaiian Good Luck Sign” (photo and text as seen in the 

October, 1968 issue of Time Magazine).

mailto:mihp46@att.net
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out All Hands Down or Silent Steel from the 

museum library.

An Unexpected Treasure 

Found While at MINSY
This article was written by Kevin Milas, son of Lynn 
and Tim Milas, who traveled with his parents  while  his 
dad was still in the Navy and as an adult was part of 
America’s diplomatic corps.

Tens of thousands of military and civilians passed 

through Mare Island during WW II.  Many of them 

found something on the island or in Vallejo that was 

unexpected and the memories remained with them for 

many years. For some it was getting jobs and 

experiences that changed their lives in unexpected 

ways.  Others found new friendships that lasted the 

rest of their lives.  Some even found a new home and 

became permanent Vallejoans.

But when they crossed the Causeway would any one 

expect to find a love that would last for more than 70 

years.  Even more surprising, would they expect that 

love to be a young marine corporal? As unlikely as it 

sounds that is precisely what happened to First Class 

Quartermaster Tim Milas in 1945.

The war in the Pacific had just ended and Tim returned 

to Mare Island onboard USS Caiman, the fourth 

submarine that he had sailed on since he had enlisted 

just prior to Pearl Harbor.  He had survived heat, 

boredom, monotonous meals and no showers.  This 

tedium was interspersed with minutes of indescribable 

terror listening to Japanese sonar signals pinging off the 

hull of their submarine. Every submarine sailor knew 

that these ominous pings would soon be followed by 

the inevitable explosion of depth charges near his boat. 

Even a near miss could open the fragile hull to tons of 

seawater separated from him by only a thin sheet of 

steel, the steel often assembled into submarines at

Mare Island. 

Tim had already survived a depth charge that became 

stuck on the deck of the USS Gato. The captain and 

the crew desperately dodged the attacking Japanese 

destroyers who had dropped the charge, but they were

unable to dive to a greater depth for fear of detonating 

the hundreds of pounds of TNT that sat right above 

their heads. Only after agonizing hours did the 

destroyers leave allowing Gato to surface and remove 

the deadly depth charge.

In Vallejo Tim was expecting the routine “yard work” 

of chipping paint while civilian yard workers refit his 

submarine. More enticing was the opportunity for 

some well -deserved shore leave. This would be his 

first opportunity ashore after months at sea returning 

from Australia and the Southwest Pacific.  His home in 

Chicago was too far distant to visit on weekend liberty. 

The Bay area would have to suffice.  The 

entertainments of lower Georgia Street and the rest 

Vallejo had to offer soon grew familiar to Tim and his 

buddy, a Native American of the Samish tribe from 

Puget Sound. So they decided to take a bus and head 

into San Francisco.

Tim and his buddy had spent the war filling the few 

hours left between standing watch and sleeping by 

playing as a team in poker games.  Both proved adept 

at gambling and helped each other by building up the 

pot when one signaled he had a good hand.  As a result 

of their success at cards they each had more than a 

little pocket change available.  This allowed them to go 

to one of the more expensive spots in San Francisco. 

Their favorite was the Top of the Mark at the Mark 

Hopkins Hotel.  The Top of the Mark was always 

jammed with scores of sailors, soldiers and marines 

newly returned from the war.  The two submariners 

were always on the lookout for young women who 

would be bewitched by their navy uniform, silver 

dolphins and their war patrol pins.

Tim and his buddy arrived at the Top of the Mark early 

one afternoon and found a highly sought after table for 

four.  To justify the four chairs they ordered four 

drinks.  If anyone tried to take the seats they would 

explain their dates were in the ladies’ room.

At about the same time, Corporal Evelynn (Lynn) 

Porter, a marine aircraft mechanic came into the Top 

of the Mark with a fellow female marine looking for a 

seat to enjoy the view.  They had come from their duty 

station at El Toro Marine Base near Los Angeles.  

Lynn was from New York City and was in California
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for the first time in her life.  Neither woman had been 

in San Francisco before and they heard the Top of the 

Mark had a must-see view of the city.

Tim and his friend saw the two young, attractive 

marines come into the bar looking at the view.  The

sailors decided to approach them and Tim and his 

buddy told them their dates had met some army 

officers and dumped them.   The two drinks on the 

table appeared to justify their tale. Would these marines 

be interested in sitting down in the now vacant chairs?  

Despite this decidedly fishy sounding approach (or 

perhaps it was the dolphin pins or their navy whites,) 

the two marines were tired of walking in their uniform 

high heels and these were the only seats available in the 

crowded bar, so they agreed to join the two sailors.

Despite this less than optimistic start, Tim and Lynn 

found each other intriguing that evening. This date was 

followed by a second one.  Regrettably the two marine 

women had to return to southern California.  Tim now 

found himself crossing the Causeway to head to a train 

station to see Lynn at El Toro and the courtship 

continued.

Lynn left the marines in 1946 to marry Tim who 

remained in the navy and retired as a lieutenant 

commander in 1972.  They traveled the world while in 

the Navy including several tours at Mare Island. They 

finally returned to Mare Island for Tim’s final 

assignment with Sub Group San Francisco Bay.  After 

retirement Lynn and Tim joined thousands of other 

military families who decided to make Vallejo their 

permanent home.  Tim finally passed away in 2016 at

the age of 92.  They had just celebrated their 70th

wedding anniversary.  Lynn is still a Vallejo resident 

and soon will celebrate her 97th birthday. 

Of the many treasures fortunate sailors found while in 

Vallejo, Tim was undoubtedly one of the luckiest.

Jobs! Mare Island Wants You!
Are you retired?  Tired of spending the day watching 

TV or trying to find something to do which does not 

include snacking?  Mare Island Museum has lots of 

volunteer jobs available. Pay is not good, but the 

satisfaction is great, and you are helping your 

community while getting to meet interesting and 

inquisitive people.

We are desperately in need of docents for weddings in 

the chapel and for parties, weddings and receptions at 

QTRS. A & B.  Typically these events occur on 

Saturdays and you have the flexibility to refuse an 

assignment if you have another event or adventure 

planned.  Training is provided as you work with trained 

docents.

We also need tour guides and tours may be scheduled 

any day of the week.  This requires substantially more 

training and a love of history is not required, but is 

helpful.  You will start by accompanying other tour 

guides until you feel comfortable giving one part of the 

tour, usually it’s the mansion first.  You will make that 

presentation with the assistance of the guide, if 

necessary.  When you are comfortable you can move 

on to the chapel and the museum at your own pace.

We have a Power Point history which we will show 

you, typed pages of information and will provide you 

with the book, Sidewheelers to Nuclear Power. The 

main emphasis on these tours is the history of Mare

Left photo: Tim Milas (left) is pictured here with his 

mother, a medic during WWII, and his brother, also serving 

in the US Navy. Right photo is of Cpl Lynn Milas née Porter

Admiral Farragut wants you!
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Island Naval Shipyard, though you may get questions 

about some of the jobs, etc.  It is not necessary to have 

worked here, in some cases it might be an advantage.

We also have gardening jobs available at Quarters A.  

You will be working with other enthusiastic gardeners.

We also have a construction crew which comes in 

every Friday.  They build exhibits and make necessary 

repairs.   So if you like painting, carpentry, mechanics 

or just like to work with tools, undoubtedly there is a 

job for you. It’s a fun group of guys who also have 

lunch together each workday.

So if you are interested, call the museum at (707) 557 

4646, email us at mihp46@att.net or come in.  We 

will provide you with an application and get you started 

on training as soon as possible.  If you are interested in

the construction crew, please come on a Friday. You 

can be assured you will meet interesting people and, 

quite frequently even those of us who have done this 

for a long time, learn something new from someone 

who worked or served here.  And we love to share 

these stories with the other volunteers.

So turn off the TV, close the potato or kale chip bags 

and come join us.  Most of the people who are now 

volunteers have been here for a long time which speaks 

to the satisfaction one gets from the job.

Trieste Reunion
Most people probably do not know that MINSY built 

two Trieste IIs  The first had a pointed bow and went 

into service in 1964.  Sometime later that bathyscaphe 

underwent extensive reconfiguration, but there is no 

evidence that she ever went into service.  Meanwhile 

MINSY built a third entirely new Trieste II which was 

listed only as equipment on naval records until 

September 1969 when she was designated X-1.  In June 

1971 she was designated as DSV -1(deep submergence 

vehicle) and is now on display in Keyport at the U.S. 

Naval Undersea Museum. 

Why the same name for two completely different 

vessels?  According to the story told, it was to prevent 

the Soviets from knowing that we had built a vessel 

with new technology.

For the men who served on the Trieste there will be a 

2017 Bathyscaph Trieste Alumni Association 

Reunion in Silverdale, WA from 13 to 17 September 

2017.  Activities will include meetings at the museum, a 

special exhibit on the Thresher disaster and special 

exhibits related to the reunion. Also anticipated is a

visit to Deterrent Park at Bangor Sub Base.

For further information contact Bob Fishback, 

president of the alumni association at (410) 279 1754 

or robertf45@comcast.net

Quarterly Visitors
This quarter Mare Island Museum had visitors from 22 

states including Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, 

Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, 

New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Tennessee, 

Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington and the District of 

Columbia.  We also had people from Bosnia, China, 

England, Jamaica and Singapore as well as crew from 

the Coast Guard ship Polar Star.

Mare Island Becomes a 

Blue Star Museum
Once again from 29 May 2017, Memorial Day, through 

4 September 2017, Labor Day, Mare Island Museum 

will become a Blue Star Museum. All military, active 

duty and reserve, NOAA and US Public Health Service 

members and their dependents will be admitted to the 

museum free of charge. Sponsors need not accompany 

their dependents as long as the dependents who are old 

enough have ID cards.

Accompanying non-dependents 13 years of age and 

older will be charged the normal fee of $5.00. Exhibits 

include an operating periscope in the Mariano G Vallejo 

control room exhibit as well as artifacts from 1814 

through the Cold War era.

For more information please go to our web page 

http://www.mareislandmuseum.org/ 
or you can phone us at (707) 557 4646.  

Museum hours are: 

1000-1400 hours on Monday – Friday 

1000 – 1600 hours on Saturdays 

We look forward to your visit!

New Items in Bookstore
With the successful showing of the film on the USS 
Indianapolis and the equally successful book signing 

with Jake Sloan, the author of the book Standing Tall: 

Willie Long and the Original 21ers, it was necessary 

to make these items available to the general public. 

The gift shop has copies of the video on the

mailto:robertf45@comcast.net
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Indianapolis, as well as posters. The videos are $15.00 

which is cheaper than ordering them on line.

Sloan’s book is also now available in the gift shop and 

costs $15.00.  It is the moving story of the African-

Americans who fought so hard for equality at MINSY.

Movie a Great Success
On 4 & 5 April the film, USS Indianapolis, the 

Legacy was shown in the museum and almost 700 

people attended.  In attendance were the director, 

Sarah Vladic, Harold Bray from Benicia who was one 

of the survivors and from the Boston area came the 

nephew of William Emery who was one of the sailors 

who did not  survive.  On Wednesday night another 

survivor from San Francisco attended.  It was thought 

he had died until he was recently found by the USS 

Indianapolis Survivors.

The museum received 50% of the proceeds which was 

slightly over $4000.  The other half went to the 

scholarship fund of the survivors’ organization. 

This event could not have happened without Kent 

Fortner and Ryan Gibbons of Mare Island Brewing Co. 

It was their idea as Ryan has been involved with the 

survivors’ group for a number of years.  They printed 

the posters and tickets and made sure publicity went 

out to a wide audience. They found the projectionist 

with his screen, they bought the popcorn machine and 

their crew picked up, set up, took down and returned 

the nearly 400 folding chairs they brought to the 

museum.  They also set up the concession stand, and

they recruited the great students from Cal Maritime 

Academy who did an outstanding job of manning the 

concession stand, taking tickets and running golf carts 

back and forth to get people from their cars to the 

museum.  To each and every one we want to say thank 

you for your effort.

We also need to thank Lennar Mare Island.  They 

bought many tickets to give to their clients, bought the 

items for resale at the concession stand including the 

beverages and bought pizza to feed the cadet 

volunteers.  We often hear people make disparaging 

remarks about LMI and they get an earful from us 

pointing out how supportive they have been of the 

museum. So here’s a big thank you to Lennar Mare 

Island.

The comments we have heard after the film have been 

uniformly positive.  Many people said they had learned 

much that they had not previously known.  The older

folks who attended and were much more aware of 

World War II said it was an amazing experience.  And 

one retired navy officer left early because he was so 

emotionally touched.

Corporate Members of  Mare 

Island Museum

We like to thank the following corporate members for 

supporting the mission of the Mare Island Museum:

Boyz Garage, Inc.

Enclos

Lennar Mare Island

Mare Island Dry Dock, LLC

Mobile Forklift, Inc.

Painters & Drywall Finishers Local 376

Savage & Cooke Spirits

Touro University

Weston Solutions, Inc.

Thank You!
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  Mare Island Museum Membership 
1100 Railroad Avenue, Vallejo, CA 94592 

(707) 557 4646   mihp46@att.net     www.mareislandhpf.org 
 
 

The Mare Island Historic Park Foundation keeps alive the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and chronicles its shipbuilding 

activities in the museum, as well as preserving the most historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, the Shipyard Commander’s Mansion 

and Building 46, the oldest building on the island dating from 1855.  The shipyard founded in 1854 by Commander David G. Farragut, 

first admiral in the USN, was the first naval installation on the West Coast and was an important contributor to success in World  

War II in the Pacific.  It also played a prominent role in the Cold War by building 17 nuclear submarines.  We invite YOU to become a 

part of this endeavor by becoming a member of the Mare Island Museum and supporting its work. 

Benefits of Membership: 

• Free Admission to the Mare Island Museum (Bldg 46) for the year of partnership 

• 10% discount on purchases in gift shop 

• Advance notice via email of new exhibits or events sponsored by the foundation 

• Can loan materials and books from museum library 

• Free  newsletter via email 

• Helping to preserve the history of  Mare Island Naval Shipyard 

Membership Levels: (All partnerships are for one (1) year and are fully tax deductible) 

• Individual   $25.00 – Admits partner named on card 

• Out of State  $20.00 – Admits partner named on card 

• Family  $40.00 – Admits two household members and their children or grandchildren 12-18 (under 12 are free) 

• Student  $15.00 – Admits student named on card with a student ID card 

• Corporate  $250.00 – Admits corporation rep and guests, publicity   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Mare Island Museum Membership Application 

Name/Corporation __________________________________________________________________   Date _________ 

Street Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________ Email Address____________________________________________________ 

Membership Level: 

____Individual  $25        ____  Out of State $20       ____Family  $40      ____ Student (with ID) $15     ____Corporate  $250 

Visa____Mastercard ____American Express____    Card number _______________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Exp. Date______         Security Code:__________  (4 digit number) 

         Make checks payable to MIHPF.                                        Remit to: ATTN; Membership   

                    Mare Island Museum  

                                                                                                                            1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592                        

(For Office Use Only)   ____L  ____D  ____E   Received by:_______________ Date:______________________                                                        


