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1982 as the primary subs in Sub Developmental Group 

1.

At Mare Island she was dry docked and received 

Ocean Engineering modifications which included a 

structure behind her sail which looked like a very large 

capsule.  It was actually a lock-in/lock-out chamber 

for divers to gain access to undersea Russian military 

communications cables and perform other secret 

operations.  However, whenever she surfaced you 

could see clearly proclaimed in white letters that the 

chamber on her back was a “DSRV Simulator.”  

DSRV is the acronym for Deep-Submergence Rescue 

Vehicle which can be used to rescue crew from 

submarines.  

Also note that Ocean Engineering is capitalized and is 

not spelled with lower case letters as in ocean 

engineering.

Ocean Engineering at Mare Island was not simply to 

overhaul and do repair work, it was a secret operation 

responsible for outfitting these submarines with the 

devices needed to be successful. The people working 

in Ocean Engineering did not know exactly what the 

scope of the project was that they working on, but

MINSY and the Navy’s Most 

Decorated Vessel
By the end of her 30 year career the USS Parche (SSN 

683) had been awarded nine Presidential Unit 

Citations, 10 Navy Unit Commendations and 13 

Expeditionary Medals making her the most decorated 

vessel in the United States Navy.

The Parche was built at the Ingalls Shipbuilding in 

Pascagoula, MS and commissioned in January 1974.  

Her first assignment was with SUBLANT (submarines 

in the Atlantic) and made a run to the Mediterranean 

in 1975-76.  One crew member remembers a rumor 

that when they were tied up in Sardinia a Catholic 

priest, who was visiting the boat, told the captain that 

his crew had the highest morale and the lowest morals 

of any group of men he had ever seen. The crew 

thought it was a great compliment.

In October 1976 she was transferred to SUBPAC 

(submarines in the Pacific) and was homeported at 

Mare Island where she joined the USS Seawolf (SSN 

575) which had been at MINSY since 1970 and later 

was joined by the USS Richard B. Russell (SSN 687) in
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“Ivy Bells” objective was to find out more about 

Soviet submarine technology, specifically about ICBM 

tests and first strike capability.  It was a joint Navy, 

CIA and NSA (National Security Agency) operation. 

This program operated out of Mare Island. And while 

the number of “crew members” assigned to Parche

was known, the “crew” might not be just members of 

the military.

In 1981 secret operatives noted from surveillance by a 

satellite that Soviet ships, including a salvage ship, had 

massed at a site where one of the cable listening 

devices was located.  The Parche was sent to remove

they knew it was really important and so made sure 

what they did was done correctly.

These secret activities were part of a program called 

”Ivy Bells” and in 1979 Parche successfully tapped into 

a Russian communications cable in the Sea of Okhotsk 

which, at the time, was considered Russian territorial 

waters.  The device placed on this cable had to be 

removed every month and a new one installed. The 

Russians were so sure these cables were secure that 

many of the messages were sent unencrypted.   Parche

received her first Presidential Unit Citation for this 

mission.
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(Above) USS Parche off Alcatraz, 1983, after the first Ocean Engineering Modification,

(Bottom) in the Mare Island Channel, 1994, after the second modification. Images from www.navsource.org
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the device, but was unable to find the pod and realized 

that the Soviets knew about “Ivy Bells.”   Parche

escaped safely and it was later discovered that an NSA 

employee, Ronald Pelton, had sold the secrets of the 

operation to the Soviets for a paltry $35,000.  That 

listening device which was recovered by the Soviets is 

now in a museum in Moscow.    

About the same time the U.S. Navy also had another 

secret spying operation called Holystone which lasted 

for well over a decade and in which Parche was also 

involved.  In this operation the spying was done within 

the three mile limit recognized internationally as 

territorial waters of the nations which they border.  

Not only was this spying done on the Soviets, but on 

other nations as well.  The operation was credited with 

supplying vital information on the size and shape of 

vessels, their capabilities, their noise patterns (every 

sub or ship has a distinctive sound which can be used 

to identify it), and their ability to fire missiles.   There 

is no question that the Soviets knew about this 

operation and there was much criticism because of 

accidents between two vessels, groundings, sinking of 

ships of other nations and the submarine which 

surfaced right under a Soviet naval exercise and hit the 

bottom of a ship, damaging her sail (conning tower.)  

Fortunately, the American sub was able to escape.

In 1982 Parche went on a mission in which she was 

submerged for 124 days, going to the Soviet Union in 

a very round-about way so as to not be discovered on 

her normal route. It was a record at the time. One of 

the crew remembered when they returned to Mare 

Island there was not enough food for one more meal. 

(And the primary reason a nuclear sub would be

forced to surface even now is that they have run out of 

food.) In 1987 Parche entered dry dock # 4 at Mare 

Island, which was well covered to keep out nosey 

satellites, for what was termed an “extended refueling 

overhaul and to be modified for use as a search and 

development sub.”  In the process the sub was cut in 

two and 100 feet was added to the sub in front of her 

sail. The section was flat-topped and made her look 

like a boomer (ballistic missile submarine.) Supposedly 

more scientific gear was added and the area was 

increased to support a larger “crew.”  She also got 

many antennas for collection of signal and intelligence 

gathering as well as electronic gear and other 

navigation and Ocean Engineering equipment.  

Included were more modern navigational equipment 

and maneuvering features including specialized sonars, 

armored lights and closed circuit TV for operations 

under ice in the Arctic. She also had a grappling hook 

installed which could pick up miniscule pieces of 

Soviet or Chinese missiles and, as in the previous 

configuration, she had a lock-in/lock-out chamber for 

divers. The work was completed in 1991.

She was re-assigned to Submarine Development 

Group 5 and went on her first mission in 1992.  In 

1994 she was transferred to a new home port at Naval 

Base Kitsap at Bangor, WA.  She operated from there 

until 2004 when she was decommissioned after 30 

years of service, and then scrapped in November 2006.

Perhaps the best description of Parche may be found 

on the back of t-shirts worn by crew members at a 

recent reunion – “Once a secret; Now a Legend.”  18 

of those legendary years were when Parche’s home 

port was Mare Island Naval Shipyard. 

Mare Island Museum Hours
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Weekdays 

10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. First and Third Weekends
Tel: (707) 557-4646

Shipyard tours by appointment, please call:
(707) 664-4746 or (707) 280-5742

Preserving the history of Mare Island
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The Awards of  Parche…
Shown on the right is the sail of the Parche which is 

now a memorial in Bremerton, WA.

The stripes you see painted on the sail are awards for 

excellence.  If you win the award one year and not the 

next you have to paint over last year’s award.  Once 

you have won the award five years in a row you can 

keep the stripes painted on your sail.  Each color 

indicates an award in a specific area of excellence.

The white E is the Battle Efficiency Award and is 

awarded for overall efficiency to only one ship in each 

squadron each year.

The red and green N is for excellence in navigation.

The red DC is for excellence in damage control.

The white T is for excellence in tactical proficiency.

The yellow M is for excellence in the medical 

department.

The red E is for excellence in the propulsion and 

engineering crews.

The green C is excellence is for excellence in 

communications.

The blue E is for excellence in the supply department.

The white crossed anchors are for the Deck 

Seamanship Award.

There can be no question that the Parche had 

outstanding crews and performed her job in an 

exemplary manner. All who sailed on her and 

supported her can be extremely proud.

NYA Sponsors Celebration
2016 is the 20th anniversary year of the closure of Mare 

Island and the Mare Island Navy Yard Association will 

be sponsoring a celebration on 1 October 2016 on 

Mare Island.  Festivities will begin at 11:00 a.m. with a 

Mexican lunch at 12:00 P.M. in the Mare Island 

Museum.  The Air Force Band of the Golden West will 

have its Brass Quintet playing at Alden Park at 1:00 

P.M. and that will be open to the general public 

without charge.

Tickets for the event may be ordered by phoning (707) 

562 1812 and leaving a message.  Advance notice is 

preferred NLT than 15 September 2016 so an adequate 

amount of food may be ordered. Pre-ordered tickets

may be paid for and picked up at the museum on 1 

October. 

A free tour of Quarters A at 11:20 a.m. will be available 

for ticket holders and also a tour of St. Peter’s Chapel

at 2:30 p.m.  The museum will be free to ticket holders 

throughout the day.  There will also be prizes and more 

prizes

Cost is as follows:

NYA members: $5.00 and may bring one free guest. 

Non-members: $15.00 and may bring one free guest. 

Additional guests: $15.00 each. 

Fee includes membership through the end of the year.  

Day of the event tickets for NYA members will be 

$10.00; for non-members $20.00.

Come and help NYA celebrate!!

Corporate Members

We like to thank the following corporate members 

for supporting the mission of  the Mare Island 

Museum:

Lennar Mare Island

Mare Island Dry Dock

CS Marine Constructors, Inc.

Touro University

Carpenter Rigging and Supply

Napa/Solano Central Labor Council

Keadjian Associates, LLC

Alstom

Painters and Drywall Finishers,

Local 376

Weston Solutions, Inc.

Boyz Garage, Inc.
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“All Things Beautiful,” An 

Organ Concert
Frequently when giving tours of the chapel we are 

often asked about the organ and whether we have 

organ concerts.  While we have had several in the past, 

none has been held recently.  And then last spring, a 

well-known British organist, Tony Baldwin, came to St. 

Peter’s with a friend, Dotty Schenk, who plays the 

organ for weddings at the chapel.  Immediately upon 

Baldwin sitting down and beginning to play it was 

evident that this was an organist who could show off 

the best attributes of the organ and also had a wide 

enough repertoire which any audience would find 

pleasing.   Baldwin indicated he would be back in the 

fall of 2016 and would be happy to play at St. Peter’s at 

that time.

That concert is now scheduled for Sunday, 25 

September at 2:30 p.m. in St. Peter’s Chapel.  Tickets 

are $15 each and may be purchased by calling the 

museum with a credit card (707) 557 4646.  We will 

hold your tickets and you can pick them up the day of 

the concert.  We regret we cannot hold tickets without 

pre-payment.  You can also purchase tickets at the 

Mare Island Museum, the Vallejo Historical and Naval 

Museum and “Visit Vallejo” in the Vallejo ferry 

building. 

The organist, Tony Baldwin, was born and grew up in 

London where he became interested in the organ at the 

age of ten and his goal was to become a cathedral 

organist.  He achieved the highest marks for the exam 

which qualified him to become an Associate of the 

Royal College of Organists (ARCO) and later he 

became a Fellow of that same organization.  Tony 

received his BA and MA from Oxford University and a

Coming Events

Code 950 Reunion
September 9th, 2016

11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M., Museum

POC: Tom Watson, (707) 507-5249

LCS Reunion
September 16th, 2016

11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M., Museum

POC: Dennis Steenbergen, (303) 349-5438

Shop 31 Reunion
September 24th, 2016

11:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M., Museum

POC: John Chamberlin (707) 226-3564

Organ Concert
September 25th, 2016

2:30 P.M., St. Peter’s Chapel

POC: Mare Island Museum, (707) 557-4646

NYA 20th Anniv. of  Closure
October 1st, 2016

10:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M., Museum

POC: Ralph McComb (707) 987-3850

SBU XI Reunion
October 8th, 2016

11:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M., Museum

POC: Bob Smith, (707) 320-3460

MIHPF Board Meeting
October 31st, 2016

10:00 A.M., Qtrs. B

POC: Ken Zadwick, (707) 557-0662

Design Code Reunion
November 1st, 2016

10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M., Museum

POC: (707) 224-8953

Christmas Concert
December 18th, 2016

2:00 P.M., St. Peter’s Chapel

POC: Mare Island Museum, (707) 557-4646

For further information on any of these events contact the 

museum at mihp46@att.net or call (707) 557-4646112

mailto:mihp46@att.net
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doctorate from the University of Durham.

Upon completing his education Tony started a career 

in teaching, choir-training, composing and playing the 

organ.  He has played at both Westminster Abbey in 

London and Grace Cathedral in San Francisco. He has 

been coming to California since 1997 to perform 

concerts and has played up and down the state from 

Sacramento and Davis to Anaheim and Long Beach.

While his bio may give you the impression that he only 

plays religious music, you can be assured that is not the 

case.  The first thing he did on St. Peter’s organ was to 

make it sound like a train coming into the station and 

then played a number of show tunes and old standards.   

We have requested and he has agreed to perform a

concert which will cover a wide range of musical 

genres.

In addition to the concert, at the request of Tony’s 

scheduler, there will also be a presentation on the 25 

Tiffany windows in the chapel, the largest collection of 

Tiffany windows under one roof west of the 

Mississippi River, by Barbara Davis, the author of the 

latest book on St. Peter’s. The combination of great 

organ music and the magnificent windows is “All 

Things Beautiful.”

We look forward to seeing many of you at what will be 

an outstanding experience.

Special Information for 

Former Yardbirds
The crews of the Parche had a reunion in Bangor, WA 

in July 2016,  and a letter was read written by Admiral 

James Coyle, former commandant at MINSY in which 

he said –“Due to the nature of the program, not just 

anybody could work on Parche; only those who could 

obtain the necessary security clearances.  During the 18 

years she was at MINSY, these workers and the 

submarine, including her crew members developed a 

strong bond.  Support the Ocean Engineering Program 

was always the highest priority. The shipyard’s Ocean 

Engineering workers knew that they were doing 

important work and they took great pride in their 

accomplishments.

Admiral Richard Buchanan, a former commander of 

the Parche, also wrote – “The USS Parche crew was 

challenged by Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Carl 

Trost, prior to our 1986 deployment to “”Bring home 

the bacon.”  At the conclusion of the mission, when

we reached waters where communications were not 

going to compromise our location, we sent the 

“mission complete” report, with the final comment 

being “We not only brought home the bacon, we 

brought home the whole pig!”

The comment was reinforced by the crew receiving a 

Presidential Unit Citation for the 1986 mission.  In 

addition, Admiral Trost presented the crew with a 

bronze pig that was proudly put on display for the 

whole crew to see and reflect upon during the years 

following the 1986 mission while the ship was being 

modified at Mare Island Naval Shipyard.

Parche’s crews and those at Mare Island who 

supported us, were by far the finest collection of 

submarine sailors and submarine support personnel 

that could ever be collected in one place to accomplish 

successive, tremendously successful missions of 

significant value to the security of the United States.  It 

was absolutely the finest personal and professional 

privilege to have had the privilege of leading this crew 

in accomplishing these most significant operational 

missions.

Remember, what we did cannot be shared and should 

never be revealed, but please take personal and 

individual pleasure in having been part of making the 

operations happen.

Bridge Logo ??
Have you donated money for the repair of the Mare 

Island logo on the bridge?  Are you wondering what 

has (or is) happening?  There is now a website  

mareislandlogo.org where all updates may be found as 

well as an email address for Tom Watson, the person 

spearheading the project.

Errata
An inquiring reader of the last issue of Farragut’s Press

read about the quote, “Cold enough to freeze the balls 

off a brass monkey,” and decided to do some research.  

In so doing, he checked “Truth or Fiction,” 

“Wikipedia” which does not have a listing of any type 

for brass monkey, and “Snopes.”

The “Truth or Fiction” website indicated that the Navy 

Historical Center said this common misconception 

started with a book entitled Before the Mast written 

by C.A. Abbey .  However, our research indicates that 

Abbey indicated that the cold “froze the tail off the
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brass monkey.” We have several books of nautical 

terms which have the same story that we relayed in the 

article, but is it true???  Thanks to careful reader, John!

In the article about Shop 31 and the robotic age an 

important name should have been included – that of 

Carolyn Pogue.  Yes, a female!!  Carolyn spent a 

lengthy period on temporary duty at the Automated 

Manufacturing Research Facility of the National 

Bureau of Standards in Gaithersburg, MD, helping to 

develop the workstation eventually used at Mare 

Island.  Thanks to Jack Tamargo for helping to set that 

record straight.

Visitors this Quarter
During the period from June through August 2016 

visitors from 30 states and eight foreign countries 

visited Mare Island Museum  The states include 

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, 

Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, 

Nevada, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 

Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 

Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin and Wyoming.  

Foreigners who visited came from Australia, Canada, 

Ecuador, England, Honduras, India, Mexico and 

Switzerland.

Sub Saves Three, and then…
In March 1958 the Grayback (SSG-574) was 

commissioned at Mare Island and set out on her career 

in the U.S. Navy.  She was unusual in that she, unlike 

most submarines, had a recompression (or hyperbaric) 

chamber.  In the fall of 1971 she was just off the coast 

of Guam and was able to save the lives of three divers 

suffering from the “bends” in two days. Had 

Grayback not been there, the divers would have had 

to be airlifted to a hospital in the Western Pacific and 

that could have been disastrous.

The first diver was a Ryukuan shell diver who, when he 

was taken onboard, was unconscious and partially 

paralyzed.  After being placed in the recompression 

chamber he greatly improved.  Although he still needed 

hospitalization, his life had been saved by the rescue. 

The other two were U.S. Army personnel, one an 

enlisted man and the other a civilian, who were treated 

in the recompression chamber after complaining of 

pain after being forced to the surface too quickly by a

diving accident.  Neither man required further 

hospitalization.

Unfortunately in early 1982 the fates were no longer 

with Grayback and she lost five Navy divers off the 

coast of Luzon.  They were in a large chamber which 

had water draining from it so that the divers could 

enter the main hull of the submarine.  Suddenly the 

crew monitoring the chamber lost communication with 

the divers and knew there was a problem. A doctor was 

sent in and found that no oxygen had been pumped 

into the chamber, the men lost consciousness and their 

faces fell into the water and they drowned.  One sailor 

was saved because as he was falling his arm caught on 

some of the piping and that kept his head above water.  

He recovered quickly.

The men lost included three crewmen from the 

Grayback and one officer and an enlisted man from a 

special warfare unit operating out of Subic Bay Naval 

Base in the Philippines.
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  Mare Island Museum Membership 
1100 Railroad Avenue, Vallejo, CA 94592 

(707) 557 4646   mihp46@att.net     www.mareislandhpf.org 
 
 

The Mare Island Historic Park Foundation keeps alive the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and chronicles its shipbuilding 

activities in the museum, as well as preserving the most historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, the Shipyard Commander’s Mansion 

and Building 46, the oldest building on the island dating from 1855.  The shipyard founded in 1854 by Commander David G. Farragut, 

first admiral in the USN, was the first naval installation on the West Coast and was an important contributor to success in World  

War II in the Pacific.  It also played a prominent role in the Cold War by building 17 nuclear submarines.  We invite YOU to become a 

part of this endeavor by becoming a member of the Mare Island Museum and supporting its work. 

Benefits of Membership: 

 Free Admission to the Mare Island Museum (Bldg 46) for the year of partnership 

 10% discount on purchases in gift shop 

 Advance notice via email of new exhibits or events sponsored by the foundation 

 Can loan materials and books from museum library 

 Free  newsletter via email 

 Helping to preserve the history of  Mare Island Naval Shipyard 

Membership Levels: (All partnerships are for one (1) year and are fully tax deductible) 

 Individual   $25.00 – Admits partner named on card 

 Out of State  $20.00 – Admits partner named on card 

 Family  $40.00 – Admits two household members and their children or grandchildren 12-18 (under 12 are free) 

 Student  $15.00 – Admits student named on card with a student ID card 

 Corporate  $250.00 – Admits corporation rep and guests, publicity   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Mare Island Museum Membership Application 

Name/Corporation __________________________________________________________________   Date _________ 

Street Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________ Email Address____________________________________________________ 

Membership Level: 

____Individual  $25        ____  Out of State $20       ____Family  $40      ____ Student (with ID) $15     ____Corporate  $250 

Visa____Mastercard ____American Express____    Card number _______________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Exp. Date______         Security Code:__________  (4 digit number) 

         Make checks payable to MIHPF.                                        Remit to: ATTN; Membership   

                    Mare Island Museum  

                                                                                                                            1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592                        

(For Office Use Only)   ____L  ____D  ____E   Received by:_______________ Date:______________________                                                        


