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Farragut’s Press
NEWSLETTER OF THE MARE ISLAND MUSEUM, 1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo CA 94592

December 2015Mare Island Historic Park, a 501(c) (3) Charitable Organization

Zadwick, Mare Island Historic Park Foundation, were

informed by the Secretary of the Navy that they would 

return the boat to the city for a cost of between $7 and 

$15 million dollars and they had to the end of the 

month to make the payment. The city asked for a six 

month’s extension.  After much political maneuvering 

with the assistance of then Cong. George Miller, the 

sail and sections of the control room returned to Mare 

Island on 19 October 1995.  And by 2004 the last 

photo we were able to find, the sail was looking quite 

forlorn and weather-beaten as she sat on the dock area 

of Mare Island Shipyard.  The submarine’s “innards” 

were equally ignored as they sat stored in the 

museum’s interior.

And then along came John Chamberlin and the 

“construction crew” of Sam Shoults, Rod Lissey, Bill 

Linné, Roger Lambert, Bob Smith, and Jim Porterfield.  

Their idea was to refurbish the conning tower or sail 

and make it into a monument in front of the museum 

and to re-construct the control room as closely as 

possible to the original found on the boat.

Phil Joy, a moving company (house movers, literally, as 

they move the structures, not the contents of a house) 

from Benicia agreed to move the sail to a better 

location and Jeffco, a local company on Mare Island, 

agreed to re-paint the sail.  Later some members of the 

construction crew spent untold hours sanding and 

scraping the interior of the sail so it could be welded to 

the base of the monument to be constructed in front 

of the museum.

Meanwhile in the museum the construction crew had 

decided to rebuild the control room.  The first obstacle 

was that the Navy advised that the dimensions of the 

control room were not available because the Vallejo 

had not been stricken from the list (out of service) 

long enough and, therefore, that information was still 

classified. Photos were then obtained and Linné had 

served on the boat, so with some “magic,” they were 

able to determine reasonably accurately what the 

dimensions were.  Next came the construction of the 

“shell” which formed the actual interior space of the 

control room and after basic construction it needed 

mudding and painting.  Installing the steering, ballast

On 23 October 1965, SSBN 658 - Mariano G. 

Vallejo, named after General Vallejo, was launched 

and the newspaper proclaimed it “Vallejo’s Greatest 

Day.” The launching had a Hispanic theme and there 

was folk dancing and the boat had a large Mexican 

sombrero hung on its conning tower.  She was 

christened by Vallejo’s great-great- grand-daughter, 

Margaret McGettigan, and two other relatives of 

Vallejo came from Mexico to attend the ceremony. 

Supposedly over 18,000 watched the launching and 

1,000 people attended the reception following it.

In 1994 the Vallejo came back to Vallejo on its last 

visit and to permit local residents to visit the 

submarine before it headed to Bremerton, WA for de-

commissioning.  One day 600 tickets were snapped up 

in 20 minutes and on another day 300 were gone in 17

minutes. In addition school children, “yardbirds,” and 

military dependents also got to visit the submarine and 

tour its interior.  For many it was the adventure of a 

lifetime. And for the crew it was just as positive as they 

willingly explained their duties as each tour passed 

through their area of the boat. The commander, Capt. 

David Billingsley, said it made his crew better able to 

deal with the de-commissioning which was to happen 

shortly.

And then began the task of trying to get the Vallejo to

return, intact, to the city as a monument and tourist 

attraction. In early November 1994 the city and Ken

YEARS LONG PROJECT REACHES CLIMAX
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the launching of the Vallejo, and it was celebrated 

with a cake and a lot of pictures.  All the members of 

the construction crew who had worked on the project 

were given models of the Vallejo in recognition of 

their many hours of hard work.  John Chamberlin later 

commented that he was very proud that this group of

and fire control consoles was relatively easy, but then 

came the installation which might necessitate a “minor 

miracle,” installing the periscope!

Work began on this project approximately three years 

ago.  First the condition of the periscope had to be 

considered and it was not in great shape, nor was the 

stand onto which people would step to use the scope.  

It took a little more than ingenuity to get those two 

pieces into usable condition. Then they had to design 

and build the upper structure that would hold the 

scope. Again a task which sounded easy, but proved to 

be much more difficult than it sounded. Finally it was 

time to install the periscope.

First Ron Yates, who worked on periscopes while the 

shipyard was still open, examined the scope to see if it 

still had a nitrogen charge which would indicate that 

the scope did not have condensation inside. The test 

was positive- no condensation, though the scope had 

to be recharged with nitrogen since there was almost 

none left. Now add to the construction crew Richard 

Brink and Alex Gilmore.

A crane company, Summit Crane of Vacaville, was 

contracted and then the miracle happened. The 

construction crew thought the task would take four 

hours or so to accomplish lifting the periscope over 

the roof and into the hole cut for it to descend to the 

stand.  Spectators were told to come about 10:00 a.m. 

if they wanted to see the periscope installed.  Some 

arrived as early as 9:30 a.m. and the scope was already 

in.  Summit had sent a very young and very 

accomplished crane operator who was able to get the 

crane where it needed to go and put the periscope into 

the hole as easily as if he was threading a lace through 

the hole on a shoe.

The date was 23 October 2015, the 50th anniversary of
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amazing men had stayed together for so many years to 

work on this project.

The work is not yet done.  A plotting table still needs 

to be installed, along with cabinets and shelves around 

the consoles which were not provided when the parts 

came from Bremerton.  Individual components still 

need to be installed as well as lights and air 

conditioning ducts, though no actual AC will be part 

of the exhibit!

The ultimate goal is to install buttons for kids to push 

which might sound a siren or turn on flashing lights or 

even tell them to “Dive, dive, dive!”  

Stay tuned for the next chapter, but come and visit and 

see Vallejo as a submariner might have seen her if he 

had managed to back the Mariano G. Vallejo into a 

dry dock at Mare Island Naval Shipyard.

Thanks to a Special Volunteer
Tom Cosso drops into the museum every Wednesday 

morning, loves to chat  and frequently has a new 

model or plaque which he makes free of charge for the 

museum to sell – we consider him our “model maker!” 

But on a Wednesday a few weeks back, Tom had 

another idea.

He reminded us that 23 October 2015 was the 50th

anniversary of the launching of SSBN-658, Mariano 

G. Vallejo, a nuclear submarine built at MINSY, 

which served during the Cold War and helped it keep 

it from becoming a “hot war.” He suggested we have a 

big cake and celebrate the occasion and he would pay 

for half the cake.  He also volunteered to go to the 

local paper, the Times-Herald, and make them aware 

of the celebration.

At the time the periscope for the Vallejo was to be 

installed on 2 October, but suddenly there was a

serendipitous change – the date for installation was
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changed to 23 October, the date of the 50th 

anniversary. 

The day came, the cake was here and the reporter from 

the newspaper. Suddenly Tom arrived, unexpectedly, 

with two boxes which he placed on the table with the 

cake. Inside the boxes was a model of the Vallejo for 

each of the men who had worked on installing the 

periscope as well as building the control room and 

working on the sail. Needless to say, the construction 

crew was delighted that their hard work and 

accomplishments were being recognized.

Tom kept saying, “It was no big thing,” but many of 

the volunteers at the museum think it was big thing 

from a volunteer with a big heart who went the extra 

mile to recognize his fellow volunteers for a job well 

done.  And so we say, “Thank YOU, Tom, it was a big 

thing!”

Bear Terrorizes Mare Island 
In the San Francisco Call on 13 March 1913 was an 

article about a bear, a mascot, which had escaped from 

the USS Maryland and went running about the Mare 

Island terrorizing the people. When the bear entered 

one of the shops the mechanics fled to escape its 

playful hugs.  The bear escaped into the marshes north 

of the island. 

St. Peter’s Gets New Pipes
On 24 August 2014 at 3:20 a.m. a major earthquake 

struck the south Napa area and did much damage to 

Vallejo and Mare Island.  The museum lost part of a 

wall on the second story of the first structure built on 

Mare Island in 1855 which is where the library is now 

located on the first floor.  The mansions were more 

heavily damaged, losing brick chimneys and walls that 

were originally just plaster and lath had huge cracks and 

had to be replaced with wallboard and re-painted.  In 

comparison, St. Peter’s Chapel suffered much less 

damage with some minor cracking of the walls, but the 

most significant damage was to the organ pipes above 

the altar which fell out of their base and were seriously 

damaged. They had originally been installed in 1966 

when a new console was placed in the church and were 

made of spotted metal, probably a combination of tin 

and lead.  They were decorative and were not actually 

needed for the organ to be played. 

Schoenstein and Co. of Benicia, which built the 

massive organ in the Mormon Conference Center in 

Salt Lake City, examined the pipes and decided that 

replacement was necessary.  Jack Bethards, president of 

Schoenstein Co, after looking at some early photos, 

suggested it might be a good idea to make the new

pipes look like the pipes as they appeared originally on 

the first pipe organ.  The pipes were removed and 

there was a large, gaping wood-framed hole above the 

altar and one could see some of the functioning pipes

in the addition originally built onto the back of the 

chapel to house the larger pipes of the organ. 

An order was placed with A.R. Schopp’s Sons in

Don’t forget to help make this vision (minus the bear) 

come true, donations are accepted at :

www.saveoursail.com

Photo by John Glidden, Vallejo Times-Herald, from September 29th, 2015 article in 

Vallejo Times-Herald
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Alliance, Ohio,  a premier builder of organ pipes today.  

It was decided that the new pipes would be the same 

color and arrangement of the original pipes which were 

installed in 1929.  The pipes arrived in California and it 

was discovered that some of the pipes were damaged 

in shipment.  So back to the factory they went.  A 

second shipment finally arrived and was installed on 29 

September 2015.  The new pipes are soft gold in color 

and encircle the base of the large round window above 

the altar as did the earlier pipes.  Once again these 

pipes are ornamental, not functional, but they add a 

beauty to the chapel that has not been seen in nearly 

fifty years. A second rank of pipes, not visible, but 

functional were placed behind the new pipes.

A tour group entered the chapel just after the 

installation and was the first to see the newly installed

pipes.  On the 30th of September the local newspaper 

ran a front page story on the pipes and the weekend of 

October 3-4 was the Vallejo Waterfront Festival which 

had the museum and the chapel on its tours.  Many 

visited the chapel and got to see the new pipes.

So, one year and 36 days after that disastrous day in 

August 2014, the chapel is once again whole and more 

beautiful than it was before the Napa earthquake.

Attendance 3rd Quarter
This quarter it is easier to tell where we did NOT have 

visitors coming from to visit the museum.  It includes 

Alaska, Kentucky, Nebraska, North Dakota, Rhode 

Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont and 

Wyoming.  So we had visitors from 41 states, a new 

record!

We also had visitors from Mexico, India, British 

Columbia, Slovakia, Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, 

New Zealand, Ireland, England and Venezuela, in 

addition to sailors off the Polar Star, a Coast Guard ice 

breaker which operates in the Antarctic.

Coming Events

Christmas Concert

December 13th, 2015

2:00 P.M.

St. Peter’s Chapel

POC: Mare Island Museum, (707) 557-4646

Volunteer Christmas Party

December 16th, 2015

4:30 – 6:30 P.M.

Quarters A

POC: Mare Island Museum, (707) 557-4646

MIHPF Board Meeting

January 25th, 2016

10:00 A.M.

Quarters B

POC: Ken Zadwick, (707) 557-0662

For further information on any of these events contact the 

museum at mihp46@att.net or call (707) 557-4646

New Craze was Old Hat at 

MINSY
Pick up any newspaper or listen to any newscast and 

you’ll hear about the attempts to install bike lanes on 

many roads or to make sure you give bicycle riders 

three feet of clearance before passing.  Go to 

downtown San Francisco and you’ll see bikes 

everywhere and there is talk of creating the “Idaho 

stop” which allows cyclists to treat stop signs as yield 

signs if “there is no traffic in the intersection. “ Bikes 

are everywhere!

But bicycles were in vogue at Mare Island many, many 

years before the present craze.  It is believed the first 

bicycles became popular on the island when the 

causeway opened in 1919.  Previously many employees 

rowed across the strait or rode the ferry, but with the 

new bridge employees walked across the causeway and 

many rode bikes.  A month after the causeway opened 

bicycle shops in Vallejo were sold out according to Sue 

Lemmon, former shipyard historian.   Bikes were also 

used on the island to transport lightweight materials 

from one shop to another and as the primary mode of 

transportation which replaced horses.

mailto:mihp46@att.net
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During WWII when gas was rationed, bicycles became 

a common mode of transportation.  If you had a 

supervisory position you were given your own bicycle 

to use and that was a mark of prestige.  To prevent 

people from stealing Navy bikes, part of the frame was 

painted red and you were not allowed to cross the 

causeway with such a bike unless you had special 

permission. 

You could ride your own bike to work, but once you 

arrived you were not allowed to ride your own bike 

around the yard.  You used a Navy bike which one 

man would ride to wherever he needed to go and leave 

it.  If someone else needed to use the bike, he simply 

hopped on and rode to his next assignment.  When it 

was quitting time bike riders were allowed to leave ten 

minutes early in order to beat the automobile traffic 

across the causeway.

In the 1990s the Navy Bicycle Repair Shop still 

maintained 2500 bikes and nearly 700 private bikes 

were registered with the shipyard police.  When the 

shipyard closed the bikes were sold, but you could not 

go and buy just one- you had to buy them in lots. And 

many were in very poor condition having been in use 

since WWII

And then there is the story of Lonesome Louie.

Sue Lemmon went past the base photo building on a 

wet, gray day and saw a bicycle dripping water.  She 

thought the bike looked so forlorn she named it 

“Lonesome Louie” and later found out it was the 

oldest bike on the shipyard, a Scwhinn from 1945.  

Poor Lonesome Louie is seemingly still lonesome as he 

sits somewhere in the bowels of the museum waiting 

for a suitable place to be put on display.

20th Annual Christmas Concert
The 20th Annual Christmas Concert will be held 13 

December 2015 in St. Peter’s Chapel at 2:00 p.m. and 

will feature the Vallejo Choral Society’s Chamber 

Choir, the most accomplished singers in the society.

The program will feature a combination of classical 

Christmas songs as well as many sing-a-long Christmas 

carols which are known by all. You can sing as lustily as 

you wish and no one will ever notice, because they will 

be doing the same.

Tickets are $15.00 and may be purchased at the Vallejo 

Naval and Historical Museum, the Visitor’s Bureau in 

the ferry building or at the museum on Mare Island.  

You can also call (707) 557-4646 with a credit card and 

we will have your tickets for you at the chapel the day 

of the concert.  We regret we cannot accept any will 

calls without payment.

This concert is always extremely popular and is always 

sold out. So if you want to attend, get your tickets early 

before they are all sold.  Come and join us for a happy 

holiday event!

Mare Island Benefit Golf  

Tournament
In mid-September, the Mare Island Museum sponsored 

a golf tournament at Blue Rock Springs Golf Course in 

Vallejo.  The tournament attracted 65 golfers and 

received donations from 18 sponsors of holes. We had 

43 raffle prizes as well as supplying a lunch of burgers 

and chips and a dinner with chicken and tri-tip. So the 

golfers were quite pleased and many indicated they 

were interested in returning for another tournament,

Much praise must be given to Gabe and Lois Quinones 

who visited the museum one day and were appalled 

when they heard about the CFD of $5400.00 we have 

to pay the City of Vallejo each month.  Gabe 

immediately said he could organize a golf tournament 

to help raise money for the museum.  He was 

cautioned it might be more difficult in Vallejo than in 

the town where he had lived previously and where he 

knew everyone.  Putting in unbelievably long hours on 

many days, Gabe and Lois were primarily responsible 

for recruiting the players, as well as securing the raffle 

prizes and the hole sponsors, but they discovered it 

was much more difficult to get support than they had
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expected. They made multiple visits to many businesses 

before they actually got a check or a raffle prize.  And 

they spent many hours at golf courses encouraging 

golfers to sign up.

On the actual day of the tournament the whole 

Quinones clan was involved - as players (children), 

helping to set up the dinner (sisters), cooking the meats 

and making the cake for dessert (daughters-in-law.)  

And one of the Quinones brothers in New Mexico 

even sponsored a hole!! So there should be a loud

shout out of thanks to Gabe and Lois for the 

outstanding job they did, as well as to their family who 

were so supportive.

The tournament raised $6918.07, close to more than 

four times as much as any other fund-raiser the 

museum has held in recent memory.

Thanks also have to go to Bill Linne’ who did the 

banking, and Janice Chamberlin, John Chamberlin, 

Cindy Eastwood, Richard Brink, Susan Nichols, Rod 

Lissey, Jim Porterfield, Sam Shoults, Jack Tamargo, 

Roger Lambert, Tom Watsom, Ron Yates, Bill Linne

and Tim Baskerville, photographer, who all worked the 

day of the tournament.

The tournament could not have been such a success 

without the efforts of all these volunteers. Thank you!

General Orders!!
In cataloging materials from the old Base Historian’s 

Office we came across a file labeled correspondence 

which contained some rather amusing letters and 

copies of some very interesting General Orders from 

the base commandant to all personnel on Mare Island 

Naval Shipyard.  All punctuation, spelling and grammar 

are as they appear in the printed order.

May 7th, 1869                            General Order No. 13

Tomorrow a great Gala-day will take place in the Cities 

of San Francisco and Sacramento in Commemoration 

of the connection of this Coast and the Atlantic States 

by Rail, stamping the Enterprize as one of the greatest 

achievements of modern times.

To afford the Employees of this Yard an opportunity 

to join in the Celebration, no fires will be lighted in the 

Blacksmiths’ or Boiler-makers’ Shops, and machinery 

will not be run.

At 10 o’clock the Saluting Battery will fire a National 

Salute and at the first gun, all United States Vessels at 

the Yard will “Dress Ship.” (This was the day on which 

the Continental Railroad was completed).

July 20th, 1870 General Order No. 54

Fast galloping though Streets of the Navy Yard, in the 

vicinity of the Buildings, is strictly prohibited.       

October 22, 1886

No Manure is to be taken from the public stables 

without the knowledge and authority of this office. 

December 22, 1920

Automobiles will not be driven within the Navy Yard 

grounds at a greater speed than six miles per hour.

Whenever equestrians or vehicles drawn by horses are 

approached, the speed will be reduced; and if there is 

any indication of animals being unduly frightened, the 

automobiles must be stopped until such danger is 

passed.

December 22, 1910  (A busy day!!)

The privilege heretofore accorded to officers of 

smoking within office buildings will, in the future, be 

limited to permitting an officer to smoke only within 

the office room to which he is regularly assigned. 

October 11, 1911

The commandant has recently observed men 

apparently proceeding to the vicinity of the Gate from 

five to fifteen minutes, or more, before whistle-blow.  

The attention of officers and employees in supervisory 

positions is called to this matter.  Men not willing to 

work the full eight hours required will be considered 

not desiring to remain in the Government employ, and 

action will be taken accordingly on reports for leaving 

work before whistle-blow.

Gabe and Lois Quinones, organizers of the benefit golf tournament.
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September 1, 1915

The attention of all officers and employees who are 

residents of Mare Island and who own or have the use of 

privately owned cow, horses and other animals, is invited 

to the fact that the privilege of keeping stock on the 

Government reservation does not release them of 

responsibility to perform all the work of a sanitary nature 

in keeping cattle yards, chicken houses, etc., clean at their 

own expense and also that any unusual work required, 

such as labor for burying the dead cows, etc., must be at 

the expense of the owner of the cow, or if the owner 

does not pay, then at the expense of the user.

Farragut’s Press (newest 

Version) Celebrates Its 5th

Anniversary
As writing progressed on this it suddenly dawned on this 

writer that this was the 20th issue of Farragut’s Press. 

Since we publish four issues every year that makes us five 

years old!  When we started we had about 250 readers, 

now we have a little more than 2600.  We are most 

grateful for your interest and hope you will continue to 

support the museum and read the newsletter for another 

five years!

And a special thanks to Tony Liang who lays out this 

newsletter every quarter –long distance!

Help! Help!!
A reader would like to see an article on the USS 

Kamehameha- SSBN 642 and particularly on the 

donations made by the people of Hawaii and the 

upgrades made to the sub because of those donations.  

I have contacted the Bowfin Museum in Hawaii and 

the Naval History and Heritage Command and 

neither one had any information.  Do you have any 

information?? Please send it to mihp46@att.net so I 

can do the story!

Mare Island Museum Hours
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Weekdays 

10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. First and Third Weekends
Tel: (707) 557-4646

Shipyard tours by appointment, please call:
(707) 664-4746 or (707) 280-5742

Preserving the history of Mare Island

Thank you !
for supporting Mare Island Museum!

Happy holidays and Merry Christmas!
Best Wishes for 2016!

~Farragut’s Press

mailto:mihp46@att.net
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Mare Island Museum Membership
1100 Railroad Avenue, Vallejo, CA 94592

(707) 557 4646   mihp46@att.net www.mareislandmuseum.org

The Mare Island Historic Park Foundation keeps alive the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and chronicles its 
shipbuilding activities in the museum, as well as preserving the most historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, the 
Shipyard Commander’s Mansion and Building 46, the oldest building on the island dating from 1855.  The 
shipyard founded in 1854 by Commander David G. Farragut, first admiral in the USN, was the first naval 
installation on the West Coast and was an important contributor to success in World  War II in the Pacific.  It also 
played a prominent role in the Cold War by building 17 nuclear submarines.  We invite YOU to become a part of 
this endeavor by partnering with the Mare Island Historic Park Foundation and supporting its work.
Benefits of Membership:

 Free Admission to the Mare Island Museum (Bldg 46) for the year of partnership
 10% discount on purchases in gift shop
 Advance notice via email of new exhibits or events sponsored by the foundation
 Access to Mare Island Museum Library
 Free  newsletter via email
 Helping to preserve the history of  Mare Island Naval Shipyard

Partnership Levels: (All partnerships are for one (1) year and are fully tax deductible)
• Individual   $25.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Out of State  $20.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Family  $40.00 – Admits two household members and their children or grandchildren 12-18 

(under 12 are free)
• Student  $15.00 – Admits student named on card with a student ID card

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mare Island Museum Membership Application

Name________________________________________________________Date ___________________

Street Address ______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code__________________________________________________________________________

Phone____________________________ Email Address ____________________________________________

Partnership Level:

Individual  $25        Out of State $20        Family  $40        Student (with ID) $15

Visa        MasterCard        American Express        

Card Number _________________________ Exp. Date ___________________

Please Make checks payable to MIHPF Remit to: ATTN; Membership 
Mare Island Museum
1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592

(For Office Use Only)   ____L  ____D  ____E

Received by:_____________________________                                                Date_______________                          

mailto:mihp46@att.net
http://www.mareislandhpf.org/

