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dating back to the beginnings of the chapel and most 

never before seen.  And so the photo problem was 

solved.

As for research there was always the Internet as a 

starting point for the really famous, but there was also 

Navy Registers in the museum which date to 1855 and 

contained pertinent information about assignments, 

date and place of birth, and ships on which the men 

served.  There were also innumerable books in the 

library with information on the men honored.  And 

once again we reverted to the museum archives where 

we found anecdotes and letters, newspaper articles and 

other interesting artifacts to help flesh out some of the 

men so that they became a bit more “human.”

Then came the onerous task of proofreading, hours 

and hours of proofreading after each revision. We 

were fortunate to have a former newspaper 

proofreader, MaryAnn  Fitzpatrick, volunteer to do the 

initial proofing for grammar and punctuation and she 

spent many hours re-reading as each revision was 

made.  Joyce Giles and Lew Halloran, also museum 

volunteers, helped to proof for factual errors. Lew, a 

retired Naval officer, was particularly helpful in 

pointing out such trivia as ships do not have “fronts” 

but rather “bows” or “forward compartments.”

Coming Soon! New Chapel 

Book!
About two years ago when all the books on the chapel 

written by Sue Lemmon had been sold and no one 

knew who had the copyright, Barbara Davis, a Mare 

Island Museum volunteer decided it was time for a 

new book on the chapel which had more accurate 

color depictions of the windows and more of a 

historical context than Lemmon’s book.

The research and writing started and then photographs 

were needed.  Ian Thurston, a local photographer, 

wanted to use the chapel for a video he was producing 

with students from Ex’pression College, a digital arts 

school in Emeryville, CA, and had no money to pay 

for it.  Davis needed pictures of the chapel and had no 

money to pay for them.  The solution was to barter!  

Thurston got to use the chapel and Davis got her 

pictures.  A bit later another photographer, Steve 

Farley, who worked for Weston Corporation on Mare 

Island, was convinced by Brian McDonough of Lennar 

Mare Island, to take a look at the chapel and he also 

agreed to donate his time and expertise to take 

pictures. And then there were the museum archives 

where there was a treasure trove of photos many

The cover of the new St. Peter’s Chapel book featuring beautiful photos by Mr. Ian Thurston and Mr. Steve Farley. Words by 

Ms. Barbara Davis with assistance by Ms. MaryAnn Fitzpatrick and Ms. Alison Williams. Totaling 80 pages in total and 

featuring vivid full color pictures of the magnificent Tiffany stained glass windows (an example of which is shown above, right), 

this book delves into the history that surrounds St. Peter’s Chapel on the Mare Island Naval Shipyard, a place central to the

human and spiritual history of this, the first United States Naval Shipyard on the west coast of the United States.
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Alison Williams, a graphic designer at Minuteman 

Press in Vallejo was responsible for the layout of the 

book and spent much time in consultation with Davis 

on placement of pictures and what captions should 

say. Then there was” moooooore proofreading” as 

Davis had to sign off on the final copy so that any 

leftover errors were actually hers. After a long two 

years the book finally went to press. 

Available now is the 80 page, four color chapel book 

entitled St. Peters Chapel - an Historical Chapel, a Fine 

Arts Gallery , a Naval Museum.  The book as the title 

implies is divided into three parts. The first section 

deals with the early role of chaplains in California and 

how the chapel came to be as well as some interesting 

tales of early chaplains.  The second section gives the 

reader a basic knowledge of stained glass and then has 

larger pictures of all the windows as well as a written 

entry for each window with the name of the person(s) 

memorialized and a brief history of their lives and 

relationship to Mare Island.  The final section has 

photos of all the ceiling and wall tablets and the history 

of the person(s) to whom the tablet is dedicated. The 

book concludes with a more complete list of chaplains 

who served at Mare Island, a diagram which shows the 

location of all the windows and tablets and a copy of 

the Navy hymn which is frequently used in religious 

services held in Naval chapels, but is not nearly as well 

known as “Anchors Aweigh.” 

Cost of the book is $22.00 and it may be purchased at 

the Mare Island Museum. If you are planning on

coming to the museum to buy the book, please call the 

museum at (707( 557-4646 or (707) 280-5742 first to 

make sure it is in stock. We are expecting delivery 

between the 11th and 15th of December. If you wish to 

order by mail there is a form attached to this 

newsletter which should be sent to: ATTN: Book, 

Mare Island Museum, 1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, 

CA 94592,  with credit card information.  A shipping 

charge of $3.40 will be added to the cost of the book. 

This has been a labor of love for the many volunteers 

who assisted in bringing this book to fruition and their 

hope is that you will find the book  both enlightening 

and enjoyable.

Order Form for Chapel Book:

St. Peter’s Chapel, an Historic Chapel, a Fine Arts Gallery, a Naval Museum

Name______________________________ Street Address_____________________________________________

City_______________________ State_____ Zip Code__________ Telephone Number______________________

Email Address ___________________________ Total number of books ___ @ $22.00 each = Total Cost______

Credit Card Type: Visa___ MasterCard___ AmEx___ Card # __________________________________________

Expiration date(mm/dd/yy): ____________ Would you like the book signed by the author (Yes / No)

___I understand shipping & handling charge of $3.40 plus postage will be added to each book.

Please send form to: ATTN: Book, Mare Island Museum, 1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592

Questions ?  Email  mihp46@att.net   or phone (707) 557 4646  M-F 10-2

or leave a message with your phone number

Mare Island Museum Hours
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Weekdays 

10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. First and Third Weekends
Tel: (707) 557-4646

Shipyard tours by appointment, please call:
(707) 664-4746 or (707) 280-5742

Preserving the history of Mare Island
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What if  I Want to Keep a Cow 

on Mare Island?
In August 1892 the commandant of Mare Island Navy 

Yard issued a directive which stated …

“No horses or cattle will be allowed on this Island 

other than those belonging to the government, and 

those allowed by this order, without the consent of 

this office.

A complete list of the stock, both public and private, 

showing the kind and ownership must be kept in the 

office of the Captain of the Yard, who must be 

notified and his pass obtained before any stock is 

brought on or removed from the yard.

Officers quartered on the Island together with the 

Commanding Officer of the Receiving Ship, are each 

allowed six head (horses and cows) of stock.

The Lighthouse keeper and the Post Trader may have 

the same allowance as officers.

The Stable keeper and Electrician may keep four head 

of stock.

The Watchmen at the Magazine three head and all 

other employees on the civil list, who have the 

Commandant’s permission to reside on the Island and 

who have separate houses, may keep two cows.

All other stock on the Island must be removed unless 

special permission is granted for its retention.”

Thus, with direct orders from John Irwin, 

Commandant of Mare Island Naval Shipyards, NO 

permission, NO cows!

19th Annual Christmas 

Concert
On Sunday, 21 December 2014, the 19th Annual 

Christmas Concert will be presented at St. Peter’s 

Chapel on Mare Island at 2:00 P.M.  Again appearing 

will be the immensely popular Vallejo Choral Society 

directed by Andrew Brown.  They will be presenting a 

program of “Songs of the Season” which will also 

include a few sing-a-longs.  Following the concert there 

will be a reception in Quarters A, the Admiral’s 

Mansion, for all concert attendees.

If you would like to attend this annual tradition, the 

tickets are $15.00 and may be purchased at the Mare 

Island Museum, the Vallejo Naval and Historical 

Museum or the Vallejo Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureau in the ferry building on the Vallejo waterfront.  

You can also call (707) 557-4646 or (707) 280-5742 and 

give us a credit card number to purchase your tickets 

for pickup at will call.  However, we are sorry that no 

will call tickets will be sold without prior payment by 

credit card.

This is an extremely popular event and for the past 

years has always sold out.  In light of this, please get 

your tickets early and make your holiday a little cheerier 

by sharing the “Songs of the Season” with the Vallejo 

Choral Society in the beautiful St. Peter’s Chapel 

surrounded by the wonderful Tiffany stained glass 

windows.
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Mare Island Logo
In 1943 the Mare Island War Production Committee 

sponsored a contest for an emblem and offered a prize 

of $975 in war bonds.  The grand prize winner was 

Walter Bayha, a draftsman for the Design Division.  

According to the announcement, ”(e)very other Navy 

yard has the same claim to use the symbols and the 

tools of shipbuilding, except the horse. The fact the 

horse is a symbol of work, that horsepower is and 

engineering unit for the measurement of power and 

energy, that Mare Island’s very name includes that of a 

horse, and the most interesting historical tradition 

connected with Navy Yard is that of General Vallejo’s 

lost mare, are considered excellent reasons for the 

appearance of a horse’s head in the grand prize winner.  

In the winner the mare’s head joins the tools of the 

Mare Island workers with the anchor which 

symbolizes our fleet.  The mare was out in front in the 

beginning of the race and crossed the finish line a 

strong winner,” according to the judges.  

The original logo said “Mare Island Navy Yard” and 

that was changed in 1945 when it became “Mare 

Island Naval Shipyard.”  Dorothy Herger who lived in 

Vallejo and was a local artist, a teacher at Solano 

Community College and art director at the Vallejo 

Naval and Historical Museum gave the logo color by 

making a Navy blue background and doing the mare’s 

head and the lettering in golden yellow.

Jerry “Hutch” Hutchison, a painter in shop 71, painted 

the logo which was installed on the causeway bridge in 

1980.  It is located on the northern bridge tower, the 

approach from Tennessee Street onto the island, and is 

mounted 115 feet above the roadbed.  Hutch says the 

logo is 20 feet in diameter and is bolted on to the 

tower; it is cut into two pieces due to the wind and to 

make it easier to mount when they installed it. The 

logo is made of 1/8 inch aluminum and coated with 

two coats of enamel paint, the main reason it is so 

faded at present. It weighs between 560 and 600 

pounds, each piece being about half the weight.

Hutch is excited about helping to restore the logo, but 

thinks it should be powder coated so it will maintain 

its color for a longer period of time. A company in 

Petaluma has agreed to do the powder coating pro 

bono, but a crane and a man lift will be needed for two 

days to remove and rehang the logo.  The city of 

Vallejo has also agreed to close the center lane of the 

causeway bridge to allow for the removal and

rehanging.

Hopefully, in the near future the project will be 

completed and the Mare Island Naval Shipyard 

emblem will once again hang proudly over the 

entrance to the island.

The Quiet Man
There is a large construction crew that comes to the 

museum every Friday to work on the control room, 

the Cold War exhibit and the Whitthorne Wall which 

includes Richard Brink, John Chamberlin, Sonny 

Hanson, Roger Lambert, Bill Linne’, Rod Lissey, 

Harry Martin, Jim Porterfield, Bob Smith, Dan Tinney

and the “Quiet Man,” Sam Shoults.

In trying to interview Sam months ago for an article, 

he refused saying he did not want to be featured.  As I 

talked to his fellow workers each heaped praises on 

his efforts, but all said,” You know Sam doesn’t say 

much!” when specific questions were asked.  Sam is 

the man who never forgets to tell people that they did 

a good job, but is not interested in garnering praise for 

himself.

It is believed that Sam came to Mare Island in the 

mid-1960s from Yuba Manufacturing formerly in 

Benicia where he learned his trade as a machinist.  He 

was assigned to Shop 31, the Inside Machine Shop in 

Section 50 – Pump & Valve and Test Section where 

they built, rebuilt and overhauled all pumps on vessels 

worked on at Mare Island.  Eventually he became a 

foreman and then general foreman for the whole 

section.  Even before the shipyard closed Sam became 

the unofficial chairman of the Shop 31 Reunion
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Committee.  He is still a prime mover in setting up 

the Shop 31 reunions 18 years after the yard closed.

About five years ago Sam joined the construction 

crew and first worked on re-organizing the artifact 

storage area.  He was then a major force in helping to 

set up the Shop 31 display of the machines used in the 

shop and he framed all the pictures in the display area.  

His next project was working on the control room for 

SSBN 658  Mariano G. Vallejo and the Cold War 

exhibit area on the mezzanine above the control 

room.  Jack Tamargo built the boxes and Sam, on his 

own time away from the museum, built all the lids for 

the display cases in the Cold War area.  Sam is also 

chairman of the signage committee and has built and 

is building innumerable frames to hold the lettering to 

identify the exhibits in the museum.

In addition to all his work in the museum Sam is also 

the de facto head of Mare Island Museum 

Department of Information and Technology.  When 

the keyboard in the library did not work, Sam supplied 

and installed an alternate keyboard and mouse. With a 

great deal of patience, Sam has also kept his computer 

challenged construction crew boss, John Chamberlin, 

on an amiable enough relationship with a computer so 

that John can still manage receiving and sending 

messages and emails. Not a small task if you know 

John!

Want to meet Sam?  Come to the museum any Friday 

and look for a short man, constantly working, quiet 

and even-tempered, with a ring of curly white hair and 

most often a twinkle in his eye and a smile on his face.  

That’s Sam! 

New Exhibit in the MuseumIn

Mare Island Museum has a new exhibit on the 

Spanish-American War which was the impetus for 

America becoming a colonial nation with overseas 

territories and the beginning of America’s rise to 

international super power.  You can visit this exhibit at 

the museum or virtually at 

https://www.facebook.com/MareIslandMuseum .

Did You Know?
Touch and Go: originated as a naval term referring 

to when a ship accidentally ran aground, but was lucky 

enough to shift off the bottom almost immediately 

which could happen in a harbor or on sandbanks or 

reefs. Today it means something which might or might 

not happen.

Bigwig: a bigwig today is a person in a position of 

responsibility. In earlier days anyone of note wore a 

wig to denote power or prestige. Any sea officer of 

importance would have had a large wig and the lower 

deck hands would refer to him as a “bigwig”.

Coming Events

MIHPF Volunteer Christmas Pary

December 18, 2014

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Quarters A

Christmas Concert

December 21, 2014

2:00 p.m.

Chapel

POC: Mare Island Museum, Tel: 707-280-5742

MIHPF Board Meeting

January 26, 2015

10:00 a.m.

Quarters B

POC: Ken Zadwick, Tel: 707-557-0662

For further information on any of these events contact the 

museum at mihp46@att.net or call (707) 557-4646

mailto:mihp46@att.net
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Museum “Artifacts” Serve Useful 

Purpose
In the lower bowels of the museum there is a vast 

storeroom packed to the ceiling with all kinds of 

“artifacts.”  Someday some of them will appear in the 

museum, others may spend the rest of “lives” on a 

shelf or the floor.

Four of those objects were large carts with wooden 

beds, very long tongues and big rubber tire wheels; 

the metal sides and tongue were painted the brightest 

of yellows.  They were piled high, in fact in one case 

one was stacked on another.  The rest had wood or 

metal pieces and one had the remains of an office - an 

upside down desk, part of a filing cabinet and various 

other pieces of furniture.

Two weeks after the earthquake, Josh Hunter, owner 

with his brother, Max, of Western Dovetail which 

makes drawers and cabinets, came into the museum 

and asked if he could borrow our carts.  The company 

had been displaced from their building on the 

waterfront, the old woodshop, and were working out 

of a cluster of buildings behind the museum.

Asking to borrow “our carts” raised an immediate 

question, “Which carts?”  We have a red and an 

orange cart we use to move things in and out of the 

gift shop, or allow caterers to use to bring in food for 

events.  We have a black cart in the library labeled the 

USS Barb and intended for use in moving books.  

Usually it is packed with so many other goodies that it 

becomes a stationary cart.  Did he mean one of these?  

No one even remembered the big old yellow carts in 

the storeroom.

Josh had one of his employees come over with a fork 

lift and they removed the materials off the carts and 

lifted the one cart off the other.  They pulled the carts 

out and several days later we received a picture of the 

four carts being pulled behind the forklift.

We were curious as to how they were being used and 

after visiting Josh he informed us they were being 

used exactly as they had been used when Mare Island 

was still in operation - to move raw materials and 

finished product from one site to another.  Josh was 

ecstatic.  He said the carts were so heavy that they 

didn’t bounce and jostle as one might expect which 

allowed him to move large stacks of finished drawers 

with a minimum of packing and he did not have to 

worry about them being damaged or falling. He had 

even bought a special trailer hitch for the back of his. 

little truck to tow the wonderful yellow carts.

And so those carts, which have been idle for so many 

years, have found a new purpose for which they are 

immensely appreciated

Visitors! Visitors! Visitors!
This quarter the museum had visitors from 27 states 

including AK, AZ, CA, CO, FL, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, 

ME, MI, MN, MS, MO, MT, NV, NH, NY, OR, PA, 

TN, TX, UT, VT, WA and WI.  We also had 

international visitors from Brazil, Germany, Canada, 

Nova Scotia (a part of Canada, we know!)  and Iran.
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Mare Island Museum Membership
1100 Railroad Avenue, Vallejo, CA 94592

(707) 557 4646   mihp46@att.net www.mareislandmuseum.org

The Mare Island Historic Park Foundation keeps alive the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and chronicles its 
shipbuilding activities in the museum, as well as preserving the most historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, the 
Shipyard Commander’s Mansion and Building 46, the oldest building on the island dating from 1855.  The 
shipyard founded in 1854 by Commander David G. Farragut, first admiral in the USN, was the first naval 
installation on the West Coast and was an important contributor to success in World  War II in the Pacific.  It also 
played a prominent role in the Cold War by building 17 nuclear submarines.  We invite YOU to become a part of 
this endeavor by partnering with the Mare Island Historic Park Foundation and supporting its work.

Benefits of Membership:

 Free Admission to the Mare Island Museum (Bldg 46) for the year of partnership
 10% discount on purchases in gift shop
 Advance notice via email of new exhibits or events sponsored by the foundation
 Access to Mare Island Museum Library
 Free  newsletter via email
 Helping to preserve the history of  Mare Island Naval Shipyard

Partnership Levels: (All partnerships are for one (1) year and are fully tax deductible)

• Individual   $25.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Out of State  $20.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Family  $40.00 – Admits two household members and their children or grandchildren 12-18 

(under 12 are free)
• Student  $15.00 – Admits student named on card with a student ID card

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mare Island Museum Membership Application
Name _______________________________________________________________ Date ___________________
Street Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________ Email Address ______________________________________________
Partnership Level:
______ Individual $25 _____ Out of State $20 _____Family $40 _____ Student (with ID) $15

Visa_____Mastercard ____American Express____Card Number _________________________ Exp. Date ______

Make checks payable to MIHPF. Remit to: ATTN; Membership 
Mare Island Museum
1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592                       

(For Office Use Only)   ____L  ____D  ____E
Received by:_____________________________                                                Date_______________                          

mailto:mihp46@att.net
http://www.mareislandhpf.org/

