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Rosie the Riveter 
One of the more popular items in the Mare Island 

Museum gift shop is a small pendant with a picture of 

Rosie the Riveter on the front and the motto “Never 

under estimate the power of a woman” on the back.  A 

poster of this same female is located in the museum 

near the display of women workers on Mare Island. 

And whenever school children visit the museum we 

always emphasize what an important role women 

played in the defense plants of World War II and how 

it changed the role of women in society thereafter. The 

amazing thing about this immediately recognized poster 

and “Rosie” is that she was NOT known as Rosie the 

Riveter during World War II. 

In 1942 Pittsburgh artist J. Howard Miller was hired by 

Westinghouse to create a series of posters for the war 

effort.  One of those posters was entitled “We can do 

it!” with an image of an attractive young woman in a 

blue work shirt with her black curls peeping  out from 

under a red bandanna with white polka dots,  her right 

arm flexing its muscle. It is this image that is now called 

“Rosie the Riveter,” but it was never referred to as 

Rosie at that time.  The model for the poster was 17 

year old Geraldine Hoff (later Doyle) who worked at a 

metal stamping plant in Michigan. The poster was made 

from a photograph of Doyle which Miller saw. Doyle 

only worked at the plant for six weeks because a co-

worker injured her hand while using a machine.  Doyle 

was a cellist and was unwilling to put her musical ability 

at risk.  This poster was seen for two weeks in February 

1942 in the Midwest Westinghouse factory with the 

intent of encouraging other women to join the work 

force.  It did not become famous until the 1970s and 

80s when it was rediscovered and became known as 

“Rosie the Riveter.” 

The first mention of Rosie the Riveter was in a song 

written in 1942 and released in early 1943.  Part of the 

song states  
All day long whether rain or shine 

She’s part of the assembly line 

She’s making history, 

Working for victory 

Rosie the Riveter 

Keeps a sharp lookout for sabotage 

Sitting there on the fuselage 

The little frail can do more than a male will do 

Rosie the Riveter 

The song was played on the radio nationally and one 

version by the Vagabonds, became very popular and 

rose rapidly on the famous radio show, Hit Parade. 

It is believed that Norman Rockwell heard this song 

and it inspired him to paint a picture for the cover of a 

June 1943 issue of Saturday Evening Post, arguably the 

most widely read magazine of its time.  This Rosie was 

eating her sandwich with a riveting gun on her lap, a 

lunch box with the name Rosie printed on it beside 

her, and her feet, clad in penny loafers, were propped 

on a copy of Hitler’s book, Mein Kampf.  She has curly 

red hair and is wearing goggles and a face shield 

pushed on top of her head. She also has a lace 

handkerchief in her right pocket. She is extremely 

muscular and her face is smudged with dirt from her 

labors, but there is a look of complete determination 

on her face as she sits in front of a large American 

flag. Rockwell posed his model to match 
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Michelangelo’s Isaiah in the Sistine Chapel and her 

image is reminiscent of those very strong bodies found 

on the ceiling. 

Rockwell’s model was actually 19 year old Mary Doyle, 

a Vermont girl who was a telephone operator, not a 

war plant worker. Because he had painted her much 

larger than she was, he later called and apologized to 

her. She posed for two photographs for Rockwell, who 

preferred not to work with live models, and was paid 

$10.00 for her efforts . 

This cover became extremely popular during the war 

and was featured in other magazines. However when 

the Curtis Publishing Company advertised the original 

magazine in 1943 they sent out posters with “Rosie the 

Riveter” prominently displayed. However within days, 

Curtis sent messages to all its outlets to destroy the 

poster because Curtis feared being sued for copyright 

infringement from the song publishers.  Rockwell’s 

painting of Rosie was then donated to the US Treasury 

Department’s War Loan effort.  The Rockwell painting 

was not often seen because of stringent copyright 

protection by the Rockwell estate.  In 2002 the 

painting was sold by Sotheby’s for $5 million.  In 2009 

the painting was acquired from a private collector by 

the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in 

Bentonville, Arkansas. 

In October 2000, The Rosie the Riveter/World War II 

Home Front National Historical Park was opened in 

Richmond, CA, site of four Kaiser shipyards where 

both Liberty and Victory ships were built.  Ironically 

there were no Rosie the Riveters working there as the 

ships were welded, not riveted, though thousands of 

other Rosies, as any woman who worked in the war 
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industries became known, were employed by Kaiser. 

At Mare Island 20% of the work force was female, 

though we did not have Rosie the Riveters either.  We 

did have “Marion the Machinists” and “Wendy the 

Welders” in abundance, as well as other women who 

performed all types of jobs, assembling gas masks; 

working in the flag loft where the flag which flew on 

Mt. Suribachi was made; doing electronic calibration; 

making patterns; building the USS Nereus; calibrating 

the optics on periscopes; developing and printing 

photos; working in the sheetmetal shop, being a 

shipfitter or a marine machinist; as well as all of the 

traditional jobs women had always held. In 1900 there 

were five women employed at Mare Island.  During 

WWII there were nearly 9000 women employed on 

the yard. 

Conditions for these women throughout the United 

States were often harsh and pay was not equal.  The 

average man was paid $54 per week, while the average 

Rosie made $31 per week.  Disregarding this inequity, 

women were enthusiastic about supporting the war 

effort, considering it their patriotic duty. As soon as 

the war was over, however, women were expected to 

return to their traditional roles as wives and mothers. 

But the following generations knew that working in a 

factory or in a traditionally male occupation was a 

possibility, and finally in the 1970s large numbers of 

women entered the labor market.  And by the time the 

Mare Island closed, a former employee said that he 

could not think of a shop which did not have female 

employees, many of whom were in supervisory 

positions. 

If you are interested in a “Rosie the Riveter” pendant 

please contact us at mihp46@att.net. The pendants 

(seen below) cost $5.00 plus $1.00 postage. 

Mary Doyle (in a 2007 USA Today article) posing with a print of 

Norman Rockwell’s Saturday Evening Post cover. 

 
 Help preserve Mare Island 
 History! 
 Become a volunteer today! 
 

mailto:mihp46@att.net
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Captain “Shep” Jenks 
 

On 8 September, 2012, Mare Island Museum had the 

privilege of having Capt. Shep Jenks as a visitor when 

he was invited as a guest to the reunion on the 40th 

Anniversary of the commissioning of the USS 

Guitarro.  Capt Jenks is most famously known as the 

navigator on the USS Nautilus when she sailed under 

the North Pole in 1958.  When Nautilus left Hawaii 

for that voyage, her mission was christened 

“Operation Sunshine.” 

Prior to the actual journey Jenks was sent by Capt. 

William Anderson to conduct a complete aerial survey 

of the ice cap.  Jenks said his biggest challenge during 

the voyage was to prove that they had actually sailed 

under the North Pole.  A book was written by 

Capt.Anderson and a movie made, entitled Nautilus 

90 North, about this voyage, the first of any nation to 

sail under the North Pole. 

After his service on the Nautilus, Jenks became CO of 

the USS George Washington SSBN 598, the first 

Polaris submarine.  He also served on the USS 

Skipjack SSN 585, and was commander of the USS 

Abraham Lincoln SSBN 602 and the USS Fulton AS 

11, a sub-tender which was built at Mare Island. After 

retiring he became a minister and served at St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church in Benicia, CA. 

Capt Jenks presented the museum with a copy of the 

track chart of the USS Nautilus’ First Trans Polar 

Crossing in History which has been signed by all the 

members of the crew on that historic voyage. 

Captain Jenks (then a Lieutenant and Navigator) is 

pictured with the commander of the Nautilus (top 

photo, from Captain Jenk’s personal collections) and 

today, while chatting with the author of this 

newsletter. 
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What’s New in the Museum? 
 

Work done in the Sue Lemmon Memorial Library 

allows the library to finally look finished, with artifacts 

and photos properly hung, some finishing work done 

on the pillars and bricked up windows and a paint job 

on some sorely needed areas.  You can now see in the 

library, in addition to all the print materials, two oil 

paintings done by Mare Island employees.  One, a 

sailing ship with its sails billowing in the wind, was 

painted by Valdimir Shkurkin, who was born in 

Northern China and was educated at a military school 

in Siberia and at the school of Fine Arts in Kiev, 

Russia.  He fled Russia to escape the revolution and 

settled in Seattle where he painted murals in many 

public buildings.  In 1938 he came to San Francisco 

and painted murals in the San Francisco and Brazilian 

pavilions at the World’s Fair.  During WWII, Shkurkin 

came to Mare Island and worked as a painter in Shop 

71 until his retirement in 1963.  He died in Vallejo in 

1990. 

The other oil painting is of a large ship, probably a 

cruiser, in dry dock and it was painted by Vandre in 

1941.  We know nothing of this artist except that he 

worked on the island. This painting often draws the 

most attention, though Shkurkin is much better known 

in the art world. 

There are also six architectural drawings of homes on 

Mare Island, all of which still exist, and a photo of a 

pen and ink drawing of the chapel by Dan Harrison. 

Most striking is a huge photo of a submarine wolf pack 

from WWII with the foremost sub appearing to have 

some damage in front of her dive planes. 

In addition to the re-decoration , the library now has 

acquired all the materials from the Base Historian’s 

Office and is in the process of cataloging them. 

Typical of the enormity of the task is that there are 

more than 500 Topley photos from the turn of the 20th 

Century of Vallejo and Mare Island.  We also have 

Grapevines- bound, on microfiche and loose copies.  

The chaplain’s logs have been cataloged and portions 

of Farragut’s log are also here. There are hundreds of 

folders on ships to be cataloged and drawers of maps 

and, at this point, unidentified materials which need to 

be sorted and cataloged. 

 Tom Cosso, our incredible model maker, has made 

two plaques with the seals of all the nuclear 

submarines built at Mare Island with the date of their 

launching on a small plate underneath.  These plaques 

are hung over the case with the models of the 

submarines. A special thanks to Max and Josh Hunter 

of Western Dovetail who donated the wood for this 

project. 

The control room of the Mariano G. Vallejo is well 

under way.  The consoles are placed and the overhead 

has been built so you get the feel of actually being in 

the enclosed space of a submarine.  The periscope has 

been weighed (1775 lbs.) and the next project it to 

install it in the control room.  The yoke to accomplish 

that task has been located. A platform and stairs are 

being built above the control room so that you will be 

able to view the PBR (patrol boat river) when it 

returns from Sonoma in November and is placed in 

the museum next to the control room. If you want to 

see precision, you need to come and watch the men on 

the construction crew working. 

The PBR from Special Boat Unit XII is undergoing 

renovation.  Rotted wood in the interior and the decks 

are being repaired.  Paint is being scraped in 

preparation for a new paint job, so she will be 

gleaming when she appears with the Traveling 

Vietnam Wall and then takes her place in the museum. 

One of the major liabilities of the museum is that it 

leaks like a sieve when the winter rains come.  

Aluminum roasting pans, plastic buckets and jars, and 

a handy mop are essential during that season.  

Presently the 844 panes of glass on the roof are being 

cleaned; the old caulk (now dried powder mixed with 

lots of dirt) is being removed as is the metal stripping 

around each pane. The windows are being re-caulked 

(1.5 tubes of caulk per pane) and new metal stripping 

is being installed.  Hopefully by the beginning of the 

next rainy season, patrons will be able to visit the 

museum without running the obstacle course of pans, 

jars and buckets used to catch the water. 

New in the displays is a poster of a Navy nurse which 

was widely used during WWII.  The poster was 

donated by Mari Lottes Bruckman  whose mother 

served as the model for the poster.  Her mother had 

dated the illustrator Jon Whitcomb who was 

commissioned by the Navy to do a series of posters 

during the war and had talked about the poster for 

years. Bruckman was able to show her mother the 

poster just s few months before her death in 2008.  

Her mother’s original copy had disintegrated in 

storage.  When Bruckman and her fiancé visited our 
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museum and saw a nurse’s uniform similar to the one 

her mother had worn, they decided they needed to get 

a copy for us.  The copy presently in the museum was 

obtained through a museum at the University of 

North Carolina. 

Also in the hospital exhibit is a shadow box frame 

with two uniform jackets, one Marine and one Navy, 

the sleeves of the Marine uniform enfolding the Navy 

jacket.  These belonged to Patricia and Robert 

Benning.  Robert was shot by an enemy sniper during 

World War II and as a result lost his leg.  He was sent 

to Mare Island Hospital for treatment where he met 

Patricia who was a Yeoman in the Navy.  They fell in 

love and married in St. Peter’s Chapel in 1945.  In 

1995 they renewed their vows in St. Peter’s in 

celebration of their 50th Anniversary.  Both have since 

died and their children, who still reside in Napa where 

their father served as auditor-controller for two 

decades, decided to honor their memory by 

presenting the uniforms and their story to the 

museum. 

In the Gift Shop 
 

For those interested in the history of Mare Island 

there are three books in the gift shop which may be of 

interest.   First is A Long Line of Ships written by 

Commander Arnold S. Lott for the 100th birthday in 

1954 of the founding of Mare Island Naval Shipyard.  

It thoroughly covers the early days when Farragut first 

arrived and the trials and tribulations of getting the 

shipyard up and running, primarily due to a lack of 

funding because it took so long to communicate back 

and forth between the Navy in Washington and 

Farragut in California.  You can also read about 

MINSY “kidnapping” the USS Monadnock from a 

shipyard in Vallejo which seemed unable to ever 

complete building her, the disastrous voyage of the 

USS Jeanette which had been refitted at MINSY 

before her voyage to the Arctic from which she never 

returned; and the many dignitaries who visited here 

starting with Pres. Rutherford B. Hayes and included 

King Kalakaua from the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii).  

And, of course, there are the ships – the USS 

California, the first dreadnought built on the West 

Coast and the only battleship built at Mare Island; the 

USS Ward, built in 17.5 days which is still a record 

and fired the first shot of WWII between the 

Americans and Japanese; the USS Wahoo, famed 

submarine under the command of Dudley “Mush” 

Morton, who helped to revolutionize submarine 

warfare.  This is an excellent book for those interested 

in the history of Mare Island through the Second 

World War era.  This is the only book where you can 

read a complete history of Mare Island Naval 

Shipyard, most other books give the history but a line 

or two 

An excellent book about the founder of Mare Island 

Naval Shipyard is Lincoln’s Admiral: The Civil War 

Campaigns of David Farragut. Many thought Farragut, a 

Southerner by birth, would join the Confederacy 

during the Civil War, but he had served in the United 

States Navy for over fifty years and there was no 

question where he placed his loyalty. Another serious 

concern was his age – he was 60. His “stepbrother” 

David Dixon Porter who advised that every year on 

his birthday, he turned a handspring and any man 

who could do that was fit for duty. And so he was 

given command of the USS Hartford and a flotilla of 

ships to attack New Orleans.  His success there gave 

Patricia and Robert Benning, as pictured in 

the new display honoring their memory 
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the Union control of the Gulf of Mexico.  Farragut 

went on to become the first Admiral in the US Navy, 

the hero of the Battle of Mobile Bay and the most 

acclaimed seaman of his time. Admiral Dewey of the 

Spanish-American War and Great White Fleet fame 

said is his autobiography, “Whenever I had a serious 

problem I would ask myself, what would Farragut 

have done?”  This book is well researched and written 

and offers many insights into the man who is usually 

only known by most Americans for, “Damn the 

torpedoes…, full speed ahead.” 

The third book is Sidewheelers to Nuclear Power: A 

Pictorial Essay Covering 123 Years at the Mare Island Naval 

Shipyard.  The authors, Sue Lemmon and Ernie 

Wichels, were both retired from Mare Island and 

practicing historians. Sue, of course, is known to 

many local people for being the base historian after 

she retired from the shipyard. In this book, in pictures 

and text, you can learn about the 513 ships built here, 

from a wooden sidewheeler, the USS Saginaw to 

nuclear submarines;  the people -from Farragut to 

Rickover as well as the laborers, the secretaries, the 

local boys who made good and the Presidents who 

visited here;  the places- the first buildings, the multi-

million dollar industrial complex, the housing areas 

built for the thousands who came here to help in the 

war effort, Dublin, the cemetery, and the stables from 

Farragut’s time which are still standing: the events- 

the launchings of the USS California and the Guitarro, 

the Marines and the Rose Bowls, and the unveiling of 

plaques in the chapel to honor fallen naval heroes.  

If you are interested in more information about any of 

these books, please contact the museum at (707) 557 

4646 or at mihp46@att.net. 

 

Coming Events 
 

September 22, 2012 
Shop 31 Reunion 

Mare Island Museum 
 

September 28, 2012 
Shop 51 Reunion 

Mare Island Museum 
 

September 29, 2012 
Sister City Dinner 

Mare Island Museum 
 

October 14, 2012 
Navy League/Sea Cadet Dinner 

Mare Island Museum 
 

October 29, 2012 
MIHPF Board Meeting 

Quarters B 

 

November 11, 2012 
Veterans’ Day Ceremony 

Mare Island Cemetery 
 

December 13, 2012 
MIHPF Volunteer Party 

Quarters A 
 

December 16, 2012 
Christmas Concert & Reception 

Chapel and Quarters A 

 

Tickets for the Christmas Concert and Reception  

can be ordered beginning in November by 

calling (707) 557-4646. Payment by credit card  

required for advanced ticket purchase 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For Further Information Contact the Museum at  

(707) 557-446 

Plaques of the 17 nuclear submarines buiilt here at Mare Island, 

plaques made by Tom Cosso, on display at the Mare Island Museum  

mailto:mihp46@att.net
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We Are Looking For… 
 

-Information on Dick Allen who worked at Mare 

Island and is a well known duck decoy maker.  

Supposedly the decoys were originally made “under 

the table” at the shops on MINSY and then the Navy 

became aware of their popularity among those 

stationed here and allowed them to be made openly.  

Mr. Allen also invented a special weight for the 

bottom of the decoy.  Do you own or have a picture 

of a Dick Allen decoy?  Do you know anything about 

Dick Allen – where did he work? What time period?  

Was he the only person who made decoys or were 

there others who worked with him? Did he sell the 

decoys only to MINSY personnel?  

-Information on the hospital commander’s house 

which was a Victorian located directly across the 

street from the hospital, next to the two medical 

officer’s houses which are still there.  When was the 

building removed?  Why was the building removed? 

We believe the demolition took place sometime in the 

1960s, but we can find no written record of it.  Can 

you help us? 

-We need a video of the closing ceremonies for Mare 

Island.  We have copied the video from the Base 

Historian’s office, but the last half of the tape has no 

sound.  We would like to have a permanent record of 

those ceremonies for our archives.  Did you tape it 

from TV? 

-Jake Sloan worked in the pipe shop in 1961 and 

become involved in what later became known as the 

21ers.  These were African-Americans who had 

completed the apprentice program and were used to 

train other apprentices.  The others were promoted 

and the African –Americans were not.  They 

eventually sent a letter to Pres. Kennedy about the 

discrimination.  The investigation led to changes in 

the promotion policies at Mare Island and finally 

nation-wide.  Jake, now a lawyer in Oakland heading 

his own labor relations company, Davillier-Sloan, is 

writing a book about the 21ers and would like to 

interview any employees who worked at MINSY from 

1950-1980 who would like to be part of this project.  

Please contact Jake at jakesloan@aol.com  if you are 

willing to be interviewed.  

If you have information on ANY of these subjects, 

please contact Joyce or Barbara at the museum (707) 

557 4646 or email them at mihp46@att.net.  

The Long Distance Volunteer 
 

In Taiwan, at the age of eleven, children are given a 

test to determine what path their education will 

follow.  One Taiwanese child, Tony Liang (named 

Tony by a Dominican nun when he attended her 

school for two weeks before being asked to leave 

because of fighting) was not a very good student, so 

his chances for a quality education under the 

Taiwanese system were not good. In addition, Tony’s 

father wanted to practice acupuncture, but there was 

no licensing for acupuncture in Taiwan as the ancient 

Chinese art was frowned upon because it was not 

modern Western medicine.  So the plights of the 

father and the son added together were 

encouragement enough for the family to emigrate to 

California when Tony was twelve. 

The family first went to San Jose and then to southern 

California where Tony graduated from University 

High School in Irvine.  He then attended Boston 

University where he intended to major in English and 

biology.  He couldn’t find an English class to his 

liking, but eventually ended up in a biology class 

where he was entranced by the professor and 

molecular biology became his major.  He stayed in the 

Boston area for several years working in the labs at 

Harvard where he met his mentor, Dr. Charles A. 

Parkos, who taught him much about scientific 

research methodology. 

Eventually Tony returned to the Bay area where he 

went to work for Genentech doing research on 

cancer.  Since then he has worked for two start-ups 

both involved in cancer research, the most recent 

being located in South San Francisco. 

One day he had the afternoon off and being 

“directionally challenged” (as he refers to himself) 

Tony decided to visit Mare Island Museum which he 

thought was about 15 minutes distant from where he 

was located.  He soon discovered that Mare Island 

was a lot further than he had anticipated. 

After Tony visited the museum, he was most 

enthusiastic about what he had seen.  He was so 

impressed that he decided he wanted to volunteer.  

Did we have anything he could do? 

At the time we had not yet published our first 

newsletter and while we had the ability to do the 

writing, we were struggling to figure out how to put it 

together.  So we asked Tony if he knew anything 

mailto:jakesloan@aol.com
mailto:mihp46@att.net
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about computers. Bingo!!  We had a new volunteer. 

So every three months, unless we do it all online, 

Tony visits the museum on a Saturday morning and 

takes the written material and puts together the 

newsletter.  Actually he does more than put it 

together- if there are photos, Tony either takes them 

or finds them online.  After laying it out, Tony then 

emails us the first or second or third version until we 

decide it is good to go.  In the interim we are emailing 

him what needs to be changed or corrected. Without 

his assistance, there would be no newsletter! 

In addition Tony has begun to work with Peggy 

O’Drain, another volunteer who is our resident expert 

on the Mare Island Cemetery, and Joyce Giles who is 

manager of the museum.  They are working on a book 

about the cemetery and Tony is helping them get it 

into a format that can be published. 

One other long distance volunteer is Matt Davis who 

recently arranged for all issues of the newsletter to be 

accessible on      

http://www.issuu.com/mareislandnavalshipyard. 

And so this is yet another way in which one might be 

able to help Mare Island Museum accomplish its 

goals.  Without volunteers like Tony and Matt you 

might not be reading this newsletter. Thanks guys, for 

all your help!!! 

 

Name Change 
 

You may notice if you look at the last page of the 

newsletter that we no longer have an MIHPF 

Partnership Program.  The MIHPF Board of 

Directors has decided that since most of the benefits 

of the program were directly related to the Mare 

Island Museum that the program should be re-named 

the Mare Island Museum Membership.  Members 

presently holding the old cards are to be assured that 

they are valid until the expiration date on the card.  

New members have already begun receiving the new 

cards. 

Benefits of membership remain the same - free 

entrance to the museum for the year of membership; 

10% discount in the gift shop; advance notice of 

events via email; free newsletter via email; ability to 

loan materials from the museum library; and helping 

to preserve the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard. 

Membership levels remain the same. 

  

Individual   $25.00 – Admits member named on card 

Out-of State  $20.00 – Admits member named on 

card 

Family   $40.00 - Admits two household members and 

their children or grandchildren 13-18. (under 12 are 

free) 

Student   $15.00  - Admits student named on card 

with a student ID 

  

We encourage you to consider becoming a member of 

the Mare Island Museum to help us carry out our 

goals of educating the public about the importance of 

MINSY in our nation’s history, and in preserving the 

history and historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, The 

Admiral’s Mansion and the Building 46 where the 

museum is housed. 

 

The Museum is opened from 10AM to 2PM on 

Monday  through Friday; 10AM to 4PM on Saturdays 

and Sundays of the 1st and 3rd weekends of each 

month. 

For full tours of Mare Island including the museum, 

Alden Park, the Admiral’s Mansion, St. Peter’s 

Chapel, the hospital area and the dry docks, please call 

Bill Dornik at (707) 644-4746 or Joyce Giles at (707) 

557-4646. 

Do become a Mare Island Museum Member! For 

information, please see the last page of this newsletter! 

We thank you in advance for your support! 

Mari Lottes Bruckman’s mother served as the model  

for this recruitment poster, now an exhibit at the museum 

http://www.issuu.com/mareislandnavalshipyard


Mare Island Museum Membership 
1100 Railroad Avenue, Vallejo, CA 94592 

(707) 557 4646   mihp46@att.net     www.mareislandhpf.org 
  
  
The Mare Island Historic Park Foundation keeps alive the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and chronicles its 
shipbuilding activities in the museum, as well as preserving the most historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, the 
Shipyard Commander’s Mansion and Building 46, the oldest building on the island dating from 1855.  The 
shipyard founded in 1854 by Commander David G. Farragut, first admiral in the USN, was the first naval 
installation on the West Coast and was an important contributor to success in World  War II in the Pacific.  It also 
played a prominent role in the Cold War by building 17 nuclear submarines.  We invite YOU to become a part of 
this endeavor by partnering with the Mare Island Historic Park Foundation and supporting its work. 
 
Benefits of Membership: 
 

     Free Admission to the Mare Island Museum (Bldg 46) for the year of partnership 
     10% discount on purchases in gift shop 
     Advance notice via email of new exhibits or events sponsored by the foundation 
     Access to Mare Island Museum Library 
     Free  newsletter via email 
     Helping to preserve the history of  Mare Island Naval Shipyard 

 
Partnership Levels: (All partnerships are for one (1) year and are fully tax deductible) 
 

•     Individual   $25.00 – Admits partner named on card 
•     Out of State  $20.00 – Admits partner named on card 
•     Family  $40.00 – Admits two household members and their children or grandchildren 12-18  
       (under 12 are free) 
•     Student  $15.00 – Admits student named on card with a student ID card 

  
 
       ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          
Mare Island Museum Membership Application 
Name _______________________________________________________________ Date ___________________ 
Street Address  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip Code ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone____________________________ Email Address  ______________________________________________ 
Partnership Level: 
______ Individual  $25            _____ Out of State $20              _____Family  $40             _____ Student (with ID) $15 
 
Visa_____Mastercard ____American Express____Card Number _________________________ Exp. Date ______ 
 
         Make checks payable to MIHPF.                                        Remit to: ATTN; Membership  
            Mare Island Museum  
                                                                                                                           1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592                        
(For Office Use Only)    
Received by:_____________________________                                                Date_______________                                                              
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