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What’s New?

The intent of this news letter is to focus on each 
museum addition as it appears, but since this is our 
first issue, we would like to make those of you who 
have not visited Mare Island lately to be aware of 
some exhibits you might find of interest.
The men from Shop 31 have done an outstanding job 
of mounting an exhibit of some of the machines they 
used to manufacture the parts needed to keep Mare 
Island humming.  Included are numerous machines, 
safety signs,  tools, finished products and photos that 
show the explosion that took place in 1944, the 
longest lathe west of the Mississippi,  men at work 
and a display on women which shows some of the 
women employed in the shop including ones who 
worked there during World War II.
On the opposite side of the museum is the keel 
hammer wall where there are plaques from a 
number of ships and submarines that were built here 
at Mare Island.  Among them are a number showing  
welding tongs which were used on submarines.  The 
oldest ship on the wall is the USS Jupiter, for which 
the keel was laid in 1911.  The Jupiter was the first 
electric ship built at Mare Island and was later 
converted in Norfolk to the USS Langley, the first 
aircraft carrier in the USN.  The earliest submarine on 
the wall had its keel laid in 1936 and was the USS 
Sturgeon.  The newest boat on the wall is the USS 
Permit, a nuclear submarine for which the keel was 
laid in 1959. 
Hanging from the upper balcony at the west end of 
the museum is a four part mural painted by Miro
Salazar, a local Vallejo artist, of the USS Saginaw, the 
first ship built at Mare Island.  Depicted is the 
grounding of the Saginaw on Ocean Island (now 
known as Kure Island) in the Pacific.  Five of the 
crewmen eventually set out to row over 1500 miles 
to Hawaii for help and spent 31 days at sea; only one 
survived.  William Halford was awarded a Medal of 
Honor for making and surviving the journey and 
getting help for his stranded shipmates.
On November 16, 2010, a new monument was 
unveiled in Alden Park for the 21ers. In the 1960s

approximately 1500 African-Americans were 
employed on Mare Island.  They’d complete the 
apprentice program, be used to train other 
apprentices and then be passed over for promotion 
while their students were promoted.  Spearheaded 
by Willie Long, they complained to the shipyard 
about discrimination in promotions. Their 
complaints were ignored.  Meeting secretly in 
Richmond, where many lived, 21 of these men 
wrote a letter to President Kennedy expressing their 
concerns.  The letter was turned over to the Civil 
Rights Commission which sent a team to MINSY.  
They did find evidence of discrimination and thus 
promotion practices were changed here, then in the 
Bay Area and finally throughout the US. 
The museum library is now open with more than 
2000 books, magazines, photos and vertical files 
directly related to the US Navy, Mare Island Naval 
Shipyard and Vallejo.  It is open to the general public 
for research and Mare Island Historic Park Partners 
will be able to check out materials.  Donations to the 
library which relate to its focus are gratefully 
accepted .  Other books may be donated and can be 
sold in the bookstore to help support the 
foundation.
Much work is being accomplished in the physical 
plant of the museum.  The HVAC system has been 
completed.  Work is well under way on building a 
small theater.  The kitchen area has been cleaned 
and re-painted and new flooring is being installed.
If you have not been to the museum lately, NOW 
may be a good time to visit.

Mare Island Museum Hours
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Weekdays 

10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. First and Third Weekends
Tel: (707) 557-4646

Shipyard tours by appointment, please call:
(707) 664-4746 or (707) 280-5742
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Budget! Expenditures!! 

Money!!!

Every newspaper, magazine, newscast, blog or 
conversation seems to center on these words.  And 
Mare Island Historic Park Foundation is no exception;  
we have the same concerns.  Contrary to what some 
people believe, we are NOT funded by the United 
States Navy or any other governmental agency-federal, 
state or local.  We are a non-profit dependent upon 
the revenues from rentals, tours, admissions and 
generous donations from interested patrons.  When 
the economy is good, we have more business and 
when it is not so good, our revenues decline.  
Unfortunately, it is difficult to cut expenses – we 
cannot lay off employees, they are all volunteers!
In an attempt to develop a constant and dependable 
stream of income, the MIHPF Board has approved a 
Partnership program where people who are interested 
in helping maintain Mare Island’s history can become 
partners with the foundation on a yearly basis.  
Statistics tell us that this type of funding can often 
make up 25% of operating expenses for  an 
organizations which develops such programs.  MIHPF is 
hopeful that we can eventually reach that goal with 
our partnership program.
As a Partner you will be supporting the work of the 
foundation which includes maintaining the museum, 
the Admiral’s mansion, Quarters B and the chapel,  as 
well as preserving the history of Mare Island Naval 
Shipyard and educating the community about its 
importance in local and national history.
Partnerships can be purchased at different levels.  An 
individual partnership is $25.00 per person, while an 
out-of-state partnership is $20.00.  Family partnerships 
are $40.00 and include 2 named adults, as well as all 
children or grandchildren 12-18 (children under 12 are 
always free).  Student partnerships (must have a 
student ID) are $15.00.
As a Partner you are granted unlimited admission to 
the museum free of charge.   You are also given a 10% 
discount on all purchases in the museum gift shop.  
You will receive a newsletter via email and advance 
notice of events sponsored by the foundation.  As a 
Partner you will be eligible to check out materials from 
the newly opened Mare Island Museum library.  Most 
importantly, you will be helping to preserve the history

of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and the vital role it 
played in the defense of the United States.
To become a partner, please go to the last page of 
this newsletter for an application.  You can mail the 
completed application to us or call (707) 557-4646 
and we can take your information over the phone if 
you have a credit card.  Partnership cards will be 
mailed to you promptly.  Join us in our efforts to 
make sure that the history of Mare Island is not 
forgotten!

Volunteers:

No organization such as Mare Island Historic Park 
Foundation can exist without its many talented and 
hard-working volunteers.  At MIHPF we have tour 
guides, construction teams, docents to monitor 
wedding and receptions, gardeners, librarians, 
exhibit  builders, researchers, event planners, 
buglers - the list is endless.  One group deserving of 
some special recognition is a group, many of whom 
worked in Shop 31, who have built a professional 
quality exhibit of the Inside Machine Shop.  They 
have also constructed the Keel Hammer Wall and 
the Special Boat Unit Exhibit and placed the 
monument for the 21ers in Alden Park. They have 
just begun constructing a bell and cannon exhibit 
and after many trying months of effort to get 
specifications, have started building the inner hull of 
the control room display of the Mariano G Vallejo, 
SSBN 658. The team is headed by Bob Smith and 
includes Sam Shoults, Rod Lissey, Bill Eastwood, 
Roger Lambert, Jack Tamargo, Bob Magoon, John 
Chamberlin,  Dennis Belillo, Janice Chamberlin, and 
Cindy Eastwood.
If you are interested in volunteering with this group, 
contact John Chamberlin any Friday at the museum .
For other volunteer opportunities please stop by the 
museum or call (707) 557-4646 to obtain a 
volunteer application.  Any helping hand is 
appreciated!

Help preserve Mare Island 
History!
Become a volunteer today!
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Did you know….

“Thousands of Marine and Navy personnel had been 
watching the patrol as they climbed to the volcano’s 
rim.  When the small swatch of color fluttered, Iwo 
Jima was transformed for a few moments, into Times 
Square on New Year’s Eve.  Infantrymen cheered, 
whistled and waved their helmets. Ships offshore 
opened their deep honking whistles. Here was the 
symbol of an impossible dream fulfilled. Here was the 
manifestation of Mt. Suribachi’s conquest.  Here was 
the first invader’s flag to ever be planted in four 
millennia on the territorial soil of Japan.” –Jason 
Bradley, in Flags of Our Fathers.
To those who have heard of it, but do not particularly 
know much about it, Mare Island may seem like a long 
forgotten footnote within the history of our country; 
that is a place simply made up of old warehouses and 
little submarine replicas.  To the men and women who 
know Mare Island fondly, it is a place of much more 
importance and historical character.  It is a place of 
filled full of military memories and interesting personal 
stories of heroes past. One of these stories, whose plot 
has grown to be one of the most well-known World 
War II moments of all times, is that of the flag raised 
atop Mount Suribachi at Iwo Jima.  
The famous flag, now an icon in American history was 
not the first flag. The first flag, a smaller one, 54 X 28 
inches, was from the map case of the commander, Col. 
Chandler Johnson, and it was the first invader’s flag to 
fly over Japanese territory in four thousand years.  
The previous night, Secretary of the Navy Forrestal 
decided he wanted to go ashore and witness the final 
stage of the capture of Mt. Suribachi.   But he was 
advised he was to take orders from Gen. Holland 
”Howlin’ Mad” Smith and he did not get ashore  until 
just after the first flag went up.  The high command 
was jubilant and Forrestal remarked that “…the raising 
of that flag on Suribachi means a Marine Corps for the 
next five hundred years.”  So taken with the moment, 
Forrestal decided he wanted the flag as a souvenir.
Col. Johnson was not pleased with that idea;  the flag 
belonged to the battalion and he decided to make sure 
it remained with the battalion.  And so he sent a 
lieutenant to get another flag to replace the first, with
the final instruction, “And make it a bigger one.”  The 
second flag was taken off an LST on the beach and it 
was later determined it had been found in a salvage

yard at Pearl Harbor, rescued from a sinking ship on
that fateful day.  And it was bigger- 96 X 56 Inches.
Carried to the top by a runner, Rene Gagnon, he 
handed it to another and said, “Col. Johnson wants 
this flag run up high, so every son of a bitch on this 
whole cruddy island can see it.”
The previous flag raising had been meticulously 
photographed with posed shots by a corps 
photographer.  With the second flag, it was decided 
that the smaller flag would be lowered 
simultaneously while the larger one was raised and 
three civilian photographers were there, not to 
shoot the flag raising, that had already been done, 
but because they had been told that they could get 
a great view of the harbor from the top of the 
volcano.  And so while the larger flag was raised, Joe 
Rosentahl instinctively put his finger on his Speed 
Graphic.  Maybe he would get a flag raising shot 
after all. But this raising was of little importance-it 
was a replacement flag.    
The two other photographers had gotten the shot 
they wanted, but Rosenthal was unsure if he had 
gotten anything at all.   And so he called the men 
over and had them pose. Nineteen men were in this 
second photo, waving their arms and helmets.   
Rosenthal’s film was flown that night to Guam for 
processing and if there were any good shots they 
would be transmitted to New York via radio signal.
The first flag was returned to Col. Chandler and 
placed in a battalion safe.  The replacement flag flew 
for three weeks and was chewed up by the wind.  
Several months later an action report was filed. No 
mention was made of the second raising.
But later the first photo taken by Rosenthal became
an iconic photo of World war II and the replacement 
flag was kept at the Washington Navy Yard.  In 2006
the Marines were constructing a new National 
Museum of the Marine Corps and decided to 
remove the second flag from its one sided wooden 
case and place it is an exhibit where both sides could 
be seen.  When they did so, they discovered that on 
the welt it indicated the flag had been made at the 
Mare Island flag loft.  A phone call to Mare Island 
was made to verify that we had a flag loft.  In the 
Mare Island Museum is presently displayed a 1941 
Singer sewing machine which was used in that loft.
Little did Mabel Sauvageau, a worker in the Mare 
Island flag loft, realize when she sewed that ordinary
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No. 7 flag that it would become one of the most 
recognizable artifacts in American history and be 
memorialized in both a photo and in the Marine 
Corps War Memorial (or Iwo Jima Monument) in 
Arlington, VA.  Nor did she realize that she was 
helping to solidify the important role Mare Island has 
played in our nation’s history.

Library Has Renowned 

Series
When most people feel the urge to read history 
today, they seldom go to the works of renowned 
historians such as Thucydides or “Dr. Someone,” but 
rather turn to fictional accounts because they are 
more readable.  This was the concern of Samuel Eliot 
Morrison, a noted Pulitzer Prize winning historian, 
Harvard professor and friend of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt during World War II.   He was convinced 
that historians had forgotten there was an art to 
writing history, writing which required deep living.
On 23 March 1942 Morison wrote to FDR asking to 
be allowed to be a “sea-going historiographer” to 
write about the US Navy in World War II.   By April he 
was a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy and was 
ready to be assigned to a ship.  Admiral Ernest King, 
who was noted for his secrecy, was not happy about 
someone not from the Navy writing about the Navy.  
Upon meeting Morison, he had a deep frown and 
then suddenly declared, “Oh, you’re that fellow!”  
Morison was well known among ship-going men for 
his biography of Columbus for which he had spent 
five months on a sailing ship to recount the famed 
explorer’s travels in the Atlantic and Caribbean. 
Morison now had carte-blanche.
By July Morison was on the USS Buck, a destroyer in 
the North Atlantic fighting the German U-boats.  On 
that ship and ten others on which he experienced the 
war first hand, Morison gathered the information he 
needed to write his fifteen volume History of United 
States Naval Operations in World War II which was 
published between 1947 and 1962 and was a 
thorough account of naval operations, but also 
considered to be great historical literature.  
The Naval Institute Press is now re-issuing the series 
and volumes 7-9 will be available this spring.  Mare 
Island Museum Library, through a generous 
donation, has the complete series available for
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foundation partners.  Some of the volumes are the 
original series and some from a reprint by Castle Books 
in 2001.  If you want to read authentic history as well 
as first-rate literature, we highly recommend Samuel 
Eliot Morison’s History of United States Naval 
Operations in World War II.

Coming Events

May 21, 2011
40’s Dance  $30;  $25 for MIHPF Partners and Seniors     
Mare Island Museum    When was the last time you 

had a Spam sandwich???

June 26, 2011
An Afternoon in the Admiral’s Garden – Benefit for the 

Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano County

July 2-4, 2011
Reunion of ex-Crew Members of the USS Mariano G. 

Vallejo

July 10, 2011
3:00 P.M.

Organ Concert at St. Peter’s Chapel   
Cyril Deaconoff, organist

September 17, 2011
Navy Yard Association  Reunion

September 23, 2011
Shop 51, Electrical Shop Reunion

September 26, 2011
Sister City Dinner

October 15, 2011
Navy League Fundraiser

October – December 2011
Decorating Qtrs A :  Volunteers will be needed to 

decorate and escort tours through Qtrs. A  during the 
holiday season.

For further information contact the museum at 
(707) 557 4646.
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Mare Island Historic Park Foundation Partnership
1100 Railroad Avenue, Vallejo, CA 94592

(707) 557 4646   mihp46@att.net www.mareislandhpf.org

The Mare Island Historic Park Foundation keeps alive the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and chronicles its 
shipbuilding activities in the museum, as well as preserving the most historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, the 
Shipyard Commander’s Mansion and Building 46, the oldest building on the island dating from 1855.  The 
shipyard founded in 1854 by Commander David G. Farragut, first admiral in the USN, was the first naval 
installation on the West Coast and was an important contributor to success in World  War II in the Pacific.  It also 
played a prominent role in the Cold War by building 17 nuclear submarines.  We invite YOU to become a part of 
this endeavor by partnering with the Mare Island Historic Park Foundation and supporting its work.

Benefits of Partnership:

 Free Admission to the Mare Island Museum (Bldg 46) for the year of partnership
 10% discount on purchases in gift shop
 Advance notice via email of new exhibits or events sponsored by the foundation
 Access to Mare Island Museum Library
 Free  newsletter via email
 Helping to preserve the history of  Mare Island Naval Shipyard

Partnership Levels: (All partnerships are for one (1) year and are fully tax deductible)

• Individual   $25.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Out of State  $20.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Family  $40.00 – Admits two household members and their children or grandchildren 12-18 

(under 12 are free)
• Student  $15.00 – Admits student named on card with a student ID card

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mare Island Historic Park Foundation Partnership Application
Name _______________________________________________________________ Date ___________________
Street Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________ Email Address ______________________________________________
Partnership Level:
______ Individual $25 _____ Out of State $20 _____Family $40 _____ Student (with ID) $15

Visa_____Mastercard ____American Express____Card Number _________________________ Exp. Date ______

Make checks payable to MIHPF. Remit to: ATTN; Partnership  
Mare Island Museum
1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592                       

(For Office Use Only)   
Received by:_____________________________                                                Date_______________                 
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