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Goal of the quarter

EDUCATED  
GIRLS

This Quarterly Impact Report focuses on our 
goal; Educated Girls.

Not one survivor of trafficking Nicky worked 
with in 2009 had been in school when they 
were trafficked. They believed if they had 
been in school, they wouldn’t have been 
trafficked; they would have been safe. So to 
keep girls safe we help them to stay in school. 
Cambodia has two national exams; the grade 
9 exams before progressing to high school, 
and the grade 12 exams. This quarter girls in 
our program have completed their grade 9 
and 12 exams.

Well done to all students who took the 
national exams and CONGRATULATIONS to 
those students who passed. 
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Grade 9 graduates

Number of grade 9 students who took the exam: 38

Number that passed: 25

Pass rate: 65%

National pass rate: not yet published

Grade 12 graduates

Number of grade 12 students who took the exam: 43

Number that passed: 38

Pass rate: 88%   

National pass rate: 72.33%

Grade 12 Grade 12 
Pass ratePass rate

88%   
Free To Shine  

Pass Rate

72.33%   
National  

Pass Rate

88%  
PASS RATE FOR  

FREE TO SHINE STUDENTS 
WHO SAT THE NATIONAL 

GRADE 12 EXAMS 
COMPARED TO A 72.33% 
NATIONAL PASS RATE. 



I know that my family’s 
condition is bad but the way 
to help my family is to keep 

studying and learning as much 
as I can. Free To Shine has 

supported me and provided 
me with funded additional 

curriculum classes. I accessed 
these and passed grade 9.

Leakna
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Meet Leakna*   
GRADE 9 STUDENT

Leakna and her family are feeling great about 
her results. 

“I know that my family’s condition is bad but 
the way to help my family is to keep studying 
and learning as much as I can. Free To Shine has 
supported me and provided me with funded 
additional curriculum classes. I accessed these 
and passed grade 9.”  

Her family has a huge loan. Her older brother 
discontinued school due to their financial 
difficulties. 

Leakna loves school. She asks us about how to 
set and achieve her goals, how to improve her 
social skills, and what scholarships we’re aware 
of that she could apply for when she finishes 
high school. She has become more courageous. 
Leakna has studied hard, has a high commitment 
to finishing high school and has a big dream. 

Meet Thyka*   
GRADE 9 STUDENT

Thyka became seriously sick when she was in 
grade 8 and missed almost a year of school. Her 
family took her to a Khmer Traditional Healer and 
she recovered. With support from Free To Shine, 
she returned to school.  

Then her father passed away, her mother got 
sick, and her older brother went to prison. Her 
mother has a loan, so decided to sell the house 
to repay the loan. Thyka and her family are now 
living at her grandmother’s. 

Free To Shine provided additional support to 
Thyka and her family. Her mother is recovering, 
and everyone is proud of Thyka for passing 
grade 9 despite all the challenges and difficulties 
she’s been going through.   

*Names have been changed to protect their identities.
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Meet Kanha*   
GRADE 9 STUDENT

When Kanha was in grade 8 her 
father was regularly coming home 
from work drunk. He intimidated, 
screamed at, and abused his wife 
and children. Sometimes he tried 
to hit Kanha who would run to her 
grandmother’s house and stay there 
the night. 

We worked a lot with Kanha’s 
father about his drinking and his 
violence. He stopped drinking and 
obtained a full-time job. Kanha feels 
safer and happier. Her mother feels 
content with her husband now, and 
happy her son is in school, and her 
daughter is excelling. 

Kanha enjoys school and does 
well. She shows her achievements 
to her father, and he feels proud 
of her. Kanha passed grade 9 with 
high marks. Kanha was delighted 
to invite her family to watch her 
receive an award.  

Meet Sakhim*   
GRADE 12 STUDENT

Sakhim’s mother works at a clothing factory 
and her father was a construction worker until 
he had a motorbike accident. Because hospitals 
are expensive and further away he chose to be 
treated by a Khmer Traditional Healer instead. 

Sakhim’s family has a huge loan. 

Her father asked both his daughters to go to work 
because he could not work for almost a year. At 
first he said both daughters had to stop school 
to go to work, but then he agreed that one could 
stay in school, and one work. Sakhim was 17 and 
her younger sister was 15. 

They decided that because Sakhim was in grade 
12 that she should stay in school and get the 
nationally recognised qualification. Her younger 

sister went to work at the factory. It was an 
incredibly difficult time for Sakhim and her sister, 
and for her parents. 

Sakhim’s father wasn’t working regularly, and was 
drinking a lot. He is getting better now and is back 
at work. 

Sakhim did finish grade 12 and passed her exams. 
She plans to apply for vocational training so she 
can get a better job and then save money for 
university tuition. 

“I feel warm when I have support from Free To 
Shine about my concerns. Without support from 
Free To Shine, I might not have finished high 
school. Every girl should stand up and fight the 
problems for a better future” 

I feel warm when I have 
support from Free To Shine 
about my concerns. Without 
support from Free To Shine,  

I might not have finished  
high school.

Sakhim

Every girl should stand up and fight 
the problems for a better future.

Sakhim
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MEET CHANY*   
GRADE 12 STUDENT

When Chany was 7 years old, her 
mother and father divorced and left her 
with her grandmother. Chany and her 
grandmother live in poverty and face a lot 
of challenges.  

Chany loves school. She believes that 
If she studies hard, she can achieve her 
dream of being a doctor. However, she 
was concerned that she might never have 
that chance. She asked us how she could 
learn about being a doctor, and whether 
we knew of any scholarships she could 
apply for.

I want to study because I believe in education. I can be aware 
of exploitation. Without support from Free To Shine, I cannot 
imagine where I would be today. Now I have passed grade 12 
so I get a chance to catch up with my dream to be a doctor.

Chany


