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9
Community 

Trainings
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12
Funded university 

places

407 
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Interventions
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Goal of the quarter

Women in 
leadership

This Quarterly Impact Report focuses on 
our third goal, Women in Leadership.

Women are underrepresented in 
leadership positions and in politics 
worldwide. Only 7% of village leaders, and 
5% of school directors that Free To Shine 
work with are female. We model gender 
equity and invest in the next generation 
of women leaders by providing leadership 
training to emerging leaders, and funding 
university places.
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I believe my future business will be a great 
advantage to many women, an inspiring place 
where women feel safe and receive equal pay.

Samphor

Meet Samphor*   
MAJORED IN MANAGEMENT

Samphor was enrolled into our program in 2014, when she was in 
grade 9. She lived with her grandmother and two younger brothers, 
while the eldest brother and youngest sister went to Thailand with 
their parents for construction work. Her family had a huge loan and 
was really struggling financially.

“When I was young, I never thought of going to university because I 
never heard other people in my community talking about it.”

Through her commitment and perseverance and with the support of 
Free To Shine, Samphor was able to complete high school in 2018 and 
gained one of our few funded university places.

“I want to say to other girls in our program to believe more in 
themselves and be hopeful whenever you face challenges, do not give 
up.”

*Names have been changed to protect their identities.

university students

When receiving a funded university place, each student contributes 
100 hours per year of community service, in which they choose 

activities that will help develop their communities. 

12 young women are studying their bachelor degrees; 5 in Law, and 7 
in Management. 

Free To Shine funds their tuition fees, while they each work full time 
to cover their living expenses, and study full-time, and complete 
community service.   

CONGRATULATIONS to Samphor*, Pheaktra*, Tevy*,  
and Veasna* who have just graduated!  



Free To Shine has had a great influence in my life, by 
not only supporting me financially and materially, but 

psychologically. I have changed my mind-set to be able 
to give myself chances to explore new things, develop 

skills, to be a better me.

Pheaktra
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Meet Pheaktra*   
MAJORED IN MANAGEMENT

Pheaktra was enrolled into our program in 2016, 
when she was in grade 10. She lived alone, 
while her parents, four younger siblings, and 
grandmother found work in another province. 
Her family had a huge loan.

“In 2018, I experienced teaching English to young 
children in my village and was selected as an 
outstanding student for a short course in the 
capital city. My high school teacher gave me 
great encouragement by making me a group 
leader.“

As a young girl Pheaktra had thought of going to 
university because there was one young woman 
in her village who had, and she was a role model. 
Pheaktra wanted to experience university life, 
expand her knowledge, and build interpersonal 
skills which could lead to a better future.

Pheaktra advises other girls to love and 
encourage themselves more, keep learning and 
stay positive. She wants to utilize her knowledge 
and skills she gained from university to develop 
her community by teaching and promoting 
reading habits in remote areas.

Pheaktra is now happily married and has a son, 
and continued to attend university. She dreams 
to be a teacher and open a coffee shop and 
bookstore. 
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When I was young, I never thought of going to university because 
there was no way I could afford the tuition fees. As a young girl 
growing up in rural Cambodia, I was bombarded by messages 

from my elders that the most I could hope for was to marry and 
have a family. I found these messages only served to inspire me  

to become educated, independent, and strive to positively change 
the fixed view of the role of women in society. Free To Shine and 

my family are huge supporters that enable me to be where  
I am today. However, the most important factor is I, myself,  

who will never give up.”

Tevy

Meet Tevy*   
MAJORED IN MANAGEMENT

Tevy was enrolled into our program in 2015, when she was in grade 9. She lived with her 
parents and three siblings. Her father was a fisherman and her mother was a housewife. They  
were very supportive of their children’s education.

Tevy wants to advise other girls not to give up on their dreams. She tells them to take as many 
opportunities as they can as those opportunities will lead them to their goal.

Tevy worked as an English teacher in a kindergarten at a private school throughout her degree.
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Veasna*   
MAJORED IN MANAGEMENT

Veasna was enrolled into our program in 
2014, when she was in grade 9. She lived 
with her parents and four siblings. Her 
father was a plumber and her mother was 
a housewife. Their house was extremely 
old with many holes. And they had a huge 
loan. 

When she was young, Veasna never 
thought of going to university because 
her family couldn’t afford it. 

“I am a responsible person and I seek 
solutions when there are challenges rather 
than complaining.”

Veasna dreams of having her own 
business in the future. Studying 
Management was a huge advantage 
giving her the skills needed to make it 
happen.

Veasna says to other girls, “Life is tough 
and a long journey. Keep learning. Fill up 
life with positivity. Be happy.”

*Names have been changed for the privacy of the students. ^Samphor will officially graduate later this month once she completes her final presentation

Congratulations!  
Samphor*, Pheaktra*, Tevy*, and Veasna* for graduating 
university with your bachelor degrees. We wish you all 

the very best with your upcoming plans.

FROM EVERYONE AT FREE TO SHINE


