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OUR VISION 
Educated girls, free from sex  

trafficking, shaping and leading  

their communities and country.

OUR MISSION 
We prevent the trafficking and 

exploitation of girls by strengthening 

family and community systems to 

prioritise the safety and education  

of their children.

OUR VALUES 
Safety, Strength, Education,  

Community & Equity.

WHO ARE FREE TO SHINE?

• Free To Shine is a child protection organisation  

that prevents girls from being exploited or trafficked 

into the commercial sex industry in Cambodia. 

• Free To Shine is a registered Australian charity  

(or non-profit).

WHY SEX TRAFFICKING IN CAMBODIA?

• Cambodia ranks 9th highest for percentage  

of population living in slavery.

• There are more than 4.8 million victims  

of forced sexual exploitation. 

• On average, they are held for 23.1  

months before escaping or being freed. 

• More than 99.4% are women and girls;  

over 21.3% are children.

WHY FOCUS ON EDUCATION?

According to the ILO (2009), getting girls into  

schools and keeping them there is vital to reducing  

their vulnerability to trafficking. As of 2017 there  

were 92,309 out-of-school female children (UNESCO). 

Once able to access education girls spend more time 

in the secure school environment, are integrated into 

formalized networks of support, and become more 

self-assured and empowered through their academic 

achievements. As a result, girls become more able  

to make decisions, critically evaluate situations,  

and exert control over their own lives. 

How Do I Talk About 
Free To Shine? 

WHY PREVENTION? 

Free To Shine’s story began in 2009, when Nicky Mih, 

Free To Shine’s Co-Founder spent a month in Cambodia 

volunteering with survivors of sex trafficking. With  

the end of her time in Cambodia fast approaching, 

Nicky asked a question that would change her life: 

“I asked this group of survivors how I could help, and 
I learned that the day they got rescued the traffickers 
didn’t go without a girl, they just went out to the rural 
villages and took a new young girl. “Nicky, go out to 
the rural villages, find the girls who aren’t in school 
and get them into school,” they said. I looked around 
the room, and they were shaking their heads, not one 
of them had been in school when they were trafficked, 
and they believed if they had been in school they 
wouldn’t have been trafficked.” 

– Nicky Mih, Co-Founder & Managing Director,  

 Free To Shine.

After researching, it became clear that there were no 

organizations taking a targeted approach to supporting 

vulnerable girls through education in Siem Reap.  

The survivors had identified a gap, and so Free  

To Shine was born. 

For more information contact us at: 

businessmatters@freetoshine.org

http://www.freetoshine.org

