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THE NUMBERS THIS QUARTER

QUARTERLY 
IMPACT REPORT
This quarterly impact report focuses 
on our value of Education and features 
the 42 girls on our program who 
graduated grade 12 amid the Covid-19 
pandemic.
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In response to these challenges, Free To Shine 
provided phone credit for girls to access the 
internet, emergency food packages, chickens and 
veggie gardens to help the girls and their families 
through the crisis and to prevent these students 
discontinuing in their final year. 

Our team also focused more on providing counsel 
during our safety visits.

Upon their graduation, these students were 
provided with different information about 
scholarship opportunities to study at universities 
and vocational training. We worked closely with 
each of these 42 girls for at least three months to 
follow up their living circumstances and their next 
plans before being exited from the Free To Shine 
program.

Due to the numerous impacts of the pandemic, 
scholarship and employment opportunities in 
Cambodia have decreased. Nevertheless, out of 
these 42 girls, 8 are studying at university, 10 are 
attending vocational training, 7 have decent jobs, 
9 have gotten married and 8 are still staying home 
seeking jobs and scholarship opportunities.

The 8 who are studying at university are studying: 
1 TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages), 5 Accountancy, 1 Management and 1 
English Literature .

The 10 who are attending vocational training, 
are studying 1 Hospitality Service and Front of 
House, 4 Receptionist and Front Officer, 1 Chef, 
1 Bakery, 1 Food and Beverage and 2 Hospitality 
and Tourism

The 7 who are working are 3 sellers, 1 clerk, 1 
cleaner, 1 housekeeper and 1 service staff.

Throughout these last months of increased 
uncertainty amid the impacts of Covid-19, 
most girls and families on our program 
faced tremendous challenges and obstacles. 
Nevertheless, they persevered to make their 
futures brighter and more successful. We are 
very proud of these 42 girls, and inspired by 
their commitment and dedication to their 
education. 

UniversityUniversity

WorkingWorking

These 42 girls experienced school closures and 
had to study online classes for almost a whole 
year of their grade 12. Online classes were a 
completely new experience and environment. 
These students struggled to study due to a 
lack of a laptop or smartphone, slow internet in 
their area, little knowledge of technology and 
the general difficulties involved when teachers 
attempt to move their teaching online. 

Besides school closures and online classes, the 
economic crisis was another difficulty which 
forced some girls to work in order to earn money 
to help support the family.
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Sarin*

After graduating from grade 12, Sarin* was looking 
for opportunities to further her education and better 
her future. With the support of Free To Shine, Sarin 
received a variety of information about different 
scholarship opportunities, and she was supported by 
our Education Officers to make applications. Sarin 
was contacted by a non-profit organisation through 
which she had applied for a scholarship. Through the 
process of shortlisting, interviews and home visits, 
Sarin was accepted for a scholarship to study a ten-
month course in food and beverage. At first, Sarin 
was a bit worried about leaving home and staying 
with other students whom she had never met, but 
now she can adapt herself. She has some new friends 
there, and they get along well. After finishing this 
vocational training, Sarin wants to work as a barista. 
The vocational training centre will also support her to 
find a job upon completion of the course.

Theary*

Theary* applied for a government scholarship to study 
at university. She was accepted. Now Theary is doing 
a bachelor degree of management at a university 
in the capital city. She wants to work in hotel 
management in the future. She plans to move back to 
her family when she finishes her bachelor degree at 
university and gets a job in town.



Phearom*

Phearom* applied for a vocational training course in hospitality at a nonprofit organisation 
in the city. She was accepted and is supported with accommodation, a new bike, learning 
materials, food, and a small monthly stipend. Her course is full-time for one year. Phearom 
said she is very happy to get into vocational training because she will be able to get a good 
job to earn money to help her family and it offers her good skills for her future career. 
Phearom now has a specific plan for her future. She is engaged in vocational training in 
hospitality, but her dream is still to become a teacher or join the police force, because she 
would like to help make positive changes in her community. She plans to save money to buy 
a motorbike and build a house one day. Now, she is safe and stable. Phearom says she is 
grateful for Free To Shine for all the support for her and her family.

Minea*

Minea* had applied for a scholarship from 
the government. After graduating, she was 
accepted to study a bachelor degree of 
English at a university in another province. 
Due to the current situation of Covid-19, her 
university has been closed and the study 
is conducted online. Minea has returned 
home and is doing her university classes 
online. Following the graduation of the 
senior students, Minea is keen to request 
on-campus accommodation in her university. 
She is proud of herself for getting into 
university and her family are so happy and 
willing to support her.
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Salaen*

Salaen* is a hardworking and ambitious 
student. She had a plan to continue studying 
for a bachelor degree of accountancy at 
university. Unfortunately, Salaen did not 
receive any scholarship. To pursue her 
dream, Salaen decided to get a job to earn 
money to pay her school fees. Nowadays, 
Salaen studies accountancy in the morning 
at an institute and works in the afternoon at 
a travel agency, selling bus tickets. Salaen 
has a dream job to work at the bank after 
she graduates. She said she is sometimes 
tired with balancing her study and work, but 
she said she is happy to challenge it.


