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THE NUMBERS THIS QUARTER

QUARTERLY 
IMPACT REPORT
This quarterly impact report focuses 
on our 3rd goal: Women in Leadership.
We work towards 50% of leadership 
positions across all sectors being held 
by women.
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STRATEGY In our core objective of preventing school-aged girls being trafficked, we have 3 main goals. 

In order to keep girls safe we help them stay in school until they complete 
grade 12. For those who show real dedication to their studies, and/or 
leadership abilities, we also have a small number of funded university places 
available each year. We invest in university education to develop the next 
generation of Cambodian women leaders. Only 7% of village leaders, and 5% 
of school directors Free To Shine work with are female. We work towards 50% 
of leadership positions across all sectors being held by women. 

Of the 754 girls who have enrolled on Free To Shine’s program 343 have graduated grade 9,  

116 have graduated grade 12, and 5 have graduated university. Of the 5 students who have so  

far graduated university with bachelor degrees, four studied law, and one studied management.

Those young adults who receive a funded university place are required to pay it forward by 

completing a hundred hours community service each year, while studying.

This quarterly impact report features Soktheara* one of these law graduates.
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Soktheara*
Soktheara was enrolled into our program in 2013, when she was in grade 
10. She lived with her mother, three younger siblings and her grandmother. 
Her father had passed away one year earlier. Due to the loss of the father 
who was the main income earner, Soktheara’s family was really struggling 
financially. 

Neither Soktheara’s mother nor grandmother had completed more than three or four years 

of school and Soktheara was sixteen now and had already made it to grade ten. Soktheara’s 

mother was struggling to earn enough for the whole family to eat adequately, as well as keep 

all children in school. Additional income was required. Soktheara’s grandmother asked her to 

stop going to school and instead go to work with her mother, selling Khmer noodles, to earn 

more money to support the family. Soktheara refused, and kept going to school.  

“When my father was alive, he never asked me to drop out, and he even encouraged me to 

study harder to finish at least high school education. Before joining the Free To Shine program, 

my situation was extremely difficult because I lost my father, and my mother was responsible 

for both roles as a father and a mother. My mother had heavy family responsibilities. My three 

younger siblings were all in school, so my mother has nobody to help earn money to support 

our family. My mother also has the responsibility of taking care of my old grandma. My mother 

worked so hard. I sometimes wanted to discontinue my school in order to help her sell Khmer 

noodles when I saw her being so tired. But when I asked my mother if I could discontinue 

school, she never let me. She said she can do it. Then, Free To Shine came to visit us and 

observed our family situation. Two weeks after, I received a notice from Free To Shine that I 

was selected to join their program.”

With the support of Free To Shine, Soktheara made it to the end of grade 12, and successfully 

graduated. In 2016 Soktheara earned one of Free To Shine’s funded university places.

In the next four years Soktheara worked incredibly hard, with a full-time job in the daytime and 

university classes and studies each evening.
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“When I was in university, I faced some challenges such as working while studying, I did 

not have a computer for doing assignments, I was living far away from my family and 

did not have transportation. My solutions to overcome those challenges were trying 

to do assignments with my friends, asking my friends to let me go home with them 

because I did not have a motorbike, and studying at night and working in the daytime to 

earn money for my expenses and save some for my family.”

She also spent time working with Free To Shine to meet her community service hours, 

helping with community training, sharing her knowledge, and showing other teenagers 

what is possible if they persevere. Soktheara’s own hard work and strong commitment 

to higher education has made everyone proud and inspired.

“At university, I studied civil law. I chose this major because I wanted to know details 

about law and order to help myself, my family and other people and become a good 

citizen in society. In my bachelor degree, I studied criminal law, constitution, civil law, 

labor law and other legal terms.”

At the end of 2020, Soktheara completed her bachelor degree. 

Now she has a full-time job at a non-profit organisation in an administrative role. 

Soktheara is an excellent role model to her younger siblings and her success is the 

greatest inspiration to them. Soktheara’s younger sister graduated grade 12 in 2019 and 

now is an intern at the same non-profit organisation with Soktheara.

“Studying at university helped me to get a good job and improve my capacity in work. 

The big successes I have achieved are getting specific skills after finishing my bachelor 

degree, having a good job with a decent salary which can support myself and family, 

and I have become a yoga trainer at AZAHA Cambodia.

When I graduated from university, my family was very proud of me because I helped 

reduce my mother’s responsibilities. To me, I am happy that I can earn money by myself 

and we have built our house and live together happily as a family.

If I had not received support from Free To Shine, I think I could not make it to university. 

I would not have a good job and professional skill. I might have discontinued school to 

help my mother sell Khmer noodles.”

When I knew that I was chosen by Free 
To Shine for a funded university place, 

I felt extremely excited. I dreamed 
that this opportunity would help me to 
pursue my education and get a good 
job with good income and reduce the 

responsibility of my mother.

Soktheara

* Name has been changed to protect her privacy.


