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Group Time  
with Toddlers

Paulina, an early learning and child care 
educator, gathers the group of toddlers in 
the transition to outdoor play while others 
finish tidying the play space.

Aushon indicates that he would like to  
sing a song. He stands on a tree block,  
an impromptu stage, to sing his song.  
The group that has gathered sings along 
with him.

Drake is next. “I want to sing too.”  
Drake sings on his own while others  
listen to his song.

Greta expresses her desire for a turn.  
She stands on the tree block, then hesitates. 
Paulina asks, “Would you like us to sing 
along with you?” Greta nods. Paulina asks, 
“Should we sing ABC.” Greta nods.  
The whole group sings with Greta who  
sings along as well.

This group time continues as each willing 
child takes a turn on the tree stage.

Curriculum Meaning Making
The following is a question—answer recap of a 
professional dialogue between educators about 
this story. 

How are group activities 
planned? What kinds of 
activities do you typically do 
with this group of toddlers?
Paulina considers this group of toddlers. 
She explains, “Sometimes they want to sing, 
sometimes they want to dance and sometimes, 
they want to do yoga. These children want to be 
doing rather than watching.”

Paulina shares how this group of children are 
so different than the previous toddler group.  
She expresses appreciation for the team planning 
meetings that have provided time for the team to 
reflect on who these children are as learners.
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How do the children let you 
know when the group time  
is finished? Are there choices 
for children who do not want to 
be part of the group experience?
She explains that the toddler group time is flexible. 
Sometimes it happens spontaneously as a group 
of three children gather with an educator to read 
a story, sing a song or dance. Paulina explains 
that group time offers children choice for their 
participation; although sometimes, the whole group 
gathers to ready for a change like the transition for 
outdoor play. Paulina describes how she watches 
the children’s body language to know when they  
are ready to move onto another experience.  
She explains, “Group time reflects how the group 
wants to be together.”

Curriculum Connections
Making links to holistic goals.

Play and Playfulness

Imagination and Creativity 

Children develop dispositions for flexible and fluid 
thinking through

   seeing people, places and things in new ways

   expressing unique and imaginative ideas

Children create imaginary scenarios in which they 
explore new possibilities and take possession of 
their world through

   creating social spaces and shared narrative

Playful Exploration and Problem Solving 

Children learn to negotiate the complexities of joint 
enterprises through

  negotiating rules of time, space, and roles

Group Time with Toddlers

Children learn to employ creative approaches  
to identifying and working out practical  
problems through

  developing sustained and shared thinking

Curriculum Reflections
Considering implications for further learning  
and practice.

How do people and policies at your centre honor 
children’s initiatives through thoughtful planning, 
documentation and/or responses? Think about how 
your centre builds on children’s interests.

How do you support children in new situations? 
Think about children’s moments of anxiety and their 
responses to new or familiar situations. How do you 
plan for room changes, transitions between activities, 
field experiences or walks in the local community.

How does your centre build relationships of trust 
between people? Think about adult-adult, adult-child, 
child-child relationships. How does the centre’s  
space reflect the lives of the children, their families 
and the educators?
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