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Our Snowman 

Sylvie asks, “Should we put it back up?”  
Yes, Logan nods, he wants the snowman to 
be together again.

Sylvie notices Derek’s attention on a  
fallen snowball that had been part of  
their snowman. She talks with him about 
how it had fallen—how the snowball was 
stuck in the snow now.

Derek seems to want to do more about it. 
It isn’t words he uses to express this idea; 
rather, it is his focused attention and  
close proximity to the fallen snowball. 
Recognizing his interest, Sylvie remains  
with him—talking about the ball in the snow.

Logan and Derek and Sylvie get closer to the 
fallen snowball. Logan, not convinced that 
the snowball is really stuck, pushes it with 
his legs. It surprises everyone, especially 
Sylvie, when the snowball begins to move in 
the snow.

Placing the fallen snowball on the bottom 
ball becomes a fun game of “lift and roll”. 
Derek thinks it is great fun. He discovers 
that if he nudges the ball, it will roll down.  
At times the ball rolls down without his nudge.
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Sylvie is a willing player in the game, happily 
replacing it again and again. Derek laughs 
each time the ball rolls off. Logan watches the 
playful interaction, patiently waiting for the 
game to run its course.

Finally, the snowball settles into a resting 
place on top of the bottom ball. Derek then 
moves on to something equally interesting; 
however, Logan remains with the snowman.

When Sylvie notices the black hat under  
the snow, she retrieves it, shakes the snow 
off, and places it on top of the snowman. 
“Hat,“ she identifies.

Logan repeats, “Hat.”

Our Snowman

Sylvie and Logan then identify the hat on 
others playing in the play yard. Each time, 
Logan repeats, “Hat.”

Logan seems satisfied now that the 
snowman is complete again. He moves over 
to share the story of rebuilding the snowman 
with me, a silent observer. “Hat,” he says 
pointing to his hat.

Curriculum Meaning Making
A professional conversation between the family 
dayhome provider and pedagogical mentor 
reveals further curriculum decisions.

Sylvie reflects, “I got the snowman story. I have to 
tell you, reading the story today made me reflect 
on how meaningful this snowman has become to 
children at the dayhome.”  

In November when it first snowed, my daughter 
and a couple of the other girls in the day home built 
a snowman. A really tiny snowman. They loved it. 
They dressed it, and it remained there for months. 
We found a ball of snow through the school yard 
and my daughter wanted to see if she could bring 
one home. She tried to push it, but it was too big. 
She asked for help. Four others and I joined in 
pushing this snowball. We got it to move maybe  
20 to 30 feet, and then it became way too hard.  
We brainstormed ways to get this snowman home.
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We pushed, we pulled, we poked at it, we  
used our hands, we used our feet... nothing 
was working. We went to my house and tried to 
build our own snowman, but we had missed the 
opportunity and the snow was not working with 
us at that point. This only fueled their desire— 
the children really wanted to get that snowball to 
my backyard. We found three snowballs and we 
took them home by pulling them on a sled!

The children tried connecting the pieces with sticks, 
but they weren’t strong enough. It took a lot of 
problem solving to figure out which balls should go 
on the bottom, middle, and top. It took some trial 
and error. With a lot of effort and team work, we 
managed to get all three snowballs one on top of 
the other to build a snowman. We stuffed snow all 
over the place to hold the balls in place. We dressed 
him; he had several wardrobe changes over  
the months. We also painted him over and over 
again with colored water in spray bottles.  
We changed his arms (sticks) and his face (rocks 
and leaves) and his outerwear often.

When he began to break apart, we fixed him, 
time and time again. When you came over that 
day, I really thought this was the end of “Frosty” 
(the children named him). The older children had 
discussed how he was broken and we wouldn’t 
be able to fix him up because he was melting. 
I really did not think he would become unstuck 
and put together another time. I was shocked 
when Logan and I were pushing our legs on the 
snowball and it started to move. 

The game of fixing him up continued.

I know Frosty won’t last much longer, and it 
makes me a little sad... It amazes me that this 
play has extended since November—nearly five 
months and they are still invested in our friend, 
Frosty the snowman.

Frosty has taught the children social skills such 
as problem solving and turn taking, negotiating, 
and planning. He has given us opportunities to use 
our large and small muscles to build him (from 

dragging him in pieces to our house in a sled to the 
little details of his buttons and face) and decorate 
him (spraying red and blue makes purple!).  
We have counted numerous buttons, eyes, noses, 
arms, and legs... We have created him and had a 
sense of accomplishment for our hard work so 
many times, and we have been sad to see him fall 
apart just as many times!

Frosty has been the one thing in my yard that I 
can say has truly captured the attention of all the 
children in my care from my 18-month-olds right 
to my oldest 5-year-olds.

Frosty came to us from snow. We have 
manipulated him and changed him and made 
him bigger and watched him shrink and changed 
his colours and I actually think for awhile he 
had a baby snowman or snow pet.... A lot of day 
home providers stay inside and hibernate in the 
winter months. I often worry that as a single 
mother on a budget, I won’t be able to supply the 
children with all the materials and equipment 
that I want to supply to them as a caregiver.  
But I am learning that there is so much valuable 
play going on right here in my backyard with snow, 
sticks, rocks, and leaves! I can’t wait for next winter 
to do it all again! (Well okay, maybe I can wait—but 
I am excited for next winter all the same!)

Curriculum Connections
Making links to holistic goals.

Well-Being

Emotional Health and Positive Self-Identities 

Children develop a sense of self through

   developing recognition of self

   co-constructing their identities

   experiencing a growing sense of self-
confidence, self-respect and ability to  
take initiatives
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   being curious and questioning

   pursuing interests, passions and strengths

   persevering and persisting

Belonging

Children develop a sense of place through

   generating a shared repertoire of narratives 
and memories

Children build respectful and responsive 
relationships through

   developing cherished as well as  
casual friendships

   participating in group initiatives

Physical Health

Children explore body and movement through

   participating in a variety of physical activities 
indoors and out

Play and Playfulness

Playful Explorations and Problem Solving

Children learn about the properties of objects through

   playfully exploring and investigating the 
properties of objects

   experimenting with action and reaction, cause 
and effect

Children learn to negotiate the complexities of joint 
enterprises through

   making collective plans and decisions about 
their play

Children learn to employ creative approaches  
to identifying and working out practical  
problems through

   developing sustained and shared thinking

Our Snowman

   raising questions and making hypotheses 
about how and why things happen

Dizzy Play

Children take pleasure in being on the edge through

   playing at games of disrupting and  
restoring order

Children take pleasure in sharing the joy of 
laughter through

   clowning and physical humour

Communication and Literacies

Communicative Practices

Children form relationships through 
communicative practices by

   practising and playing with sounds

Children learn the conventions of their  
language through

   growing in their understanding of vocabulary

Diversity and Social Responsibility

Inclusiveness and Equity

Children engage in practices that respect  
diversity through

   learning about and participating in helping 
projects—locally 

Sustainable Futures

Children learn about natural resource development 
and manufacturing through

   making connections between raw materials 
and finished products

Children learn environmentally and socially 
responsible practices through

   participating in local restoration and 
regeneration projects 
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Curriculum Reflections
Considering implications for further learning  
and practice.

How does your conception of childhood and what it 
means to be a child influence your responses to the 
different identities children take on? Think about 
verbal and non-verbal expressions of affection, 
anger, shyness, frustration, risk-taking behaviour, 
independence, and forthright expressions. Think about 
how children respond to people, places, and materials. 
Consider how Sylvie’s listening and attention to the 
toddlers resulted in fixing the snowman.

How does your child care setting build relationships 
of trust between people? Think about how Sylvie 
responded to Derek’s game of “lift and roll”.

How do you provide ways for children to explore on 
their own, with peers, or with adults? Think about 
materials to act upon for cause-and-effect—open-
ended materials for in-depth investigations, children’s 
own interests, or questions.

How do you value and respond to physical and/or 
rowdy dizzy play? What is your comfort level and 
how does this affect the allowances you make for 
children’s physical play? Do you enable children to 
lead games, such as the “lift and roll” game Derek 
played with Sylvie.
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