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The Show 

When several children ask Brittany to write 
the word “ticket,” she responds, “Maybe you 
could write “T” and then we will know that it 
means ticket.” This seems a manageable idea 
as the children then worked independently 
with great focus.

Staying a step ahead, Brittany enters the 
block area and moves a few items that seem 
to be cluttering the space.

The ticket-making group returns to the block 
area and gives their tickets to other children 
and the adults in the space.

“Do you need a stage?” Brittany asks, then 
rephrases, “Oh look, you have three stages.” 
The audience with the tickets settle onto a 
bench and Brittany offers a curtain. The three 
performances begin all at once.

Ned tells Brittany, “I need to make tickets.” 
Ned had been in the block area when Hadla, 
an early learning and child care educator, 
and a group of children were recalling the 
performance the children had created the 
previous afternoon. 

Ned went directly to the art area where he 
could use paper and drawing materials to 
create tickets. Once he made a ticket, he 
returned to the block area to share his idea. 
He ignites tremendous interest in the group 
who, inspired by his idea, go to the art area to 
make more tickets.
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Brittany takes her place alongside the show, 
waiting and supporting the children’s playful 
performance. She watches carefully, as 
there is no pre- established script to follow. 
These are “impromptu” performances  
that flow and are shaped in the moment.  
It requires the attention of a willing audience 
and stage crew.

The audience is willing. Not one child or adult 
leaves the performance. The stage crew is 
equally willing, waiting for the cue that will 
communicate it is time to drop the curtain 
signalling the end of the performances.

Shea’s performance takes some time.  
He is the last performer, long after Ranen 
and Raleigh are finished. They, too, become 
audience members while Shea holds the 
attention of the entire room.

Curriculum Meaning Making
The following is a question—answer recap of a 
professional dialogue between educators about 
this story. 

What do you understand about 
this group of children that helps 
you to respond to their initiatives 
in play?
Brittany reflects, “I know that the majority of  
the children involved in this socio-dramatic play 
could draw the letter “T”. As a group we had  
been exploring symbols on maps as well as in 
our community. I felt that the print was second 
to what the children were really exploring, which 
was all that they knew about live performances.  
I was surprised by how much they knew.

“I felt that my role was to support the conditions 
for the children’s play and play making. I was the 
curtain for them. I wasn’t intruding in their play.  
The curtain provided something concrete and visual. 
I know what it feels like in the theatre when the 
curtain goes up—it’s exciting!

“There is lots of fabric in the room and the 
children use it for many different things.  
Fabric offers tons of possibilities.”

Curriculum Connections
Making links to holistic goals.

Play and Playfulness

Imagination and Creativity 

Children develop dispositions for flexible and fluid 
thinking through

   seeing people, places, and things in new ways

   expressing unique and imaginative ideas

The Show
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Children invent symbols and develop systems  
of representation through

   making up their own words, marks,  
and movements

Children create imaginary scenarios in which they 
explore new possibilities and take possession of 
their world through

   creating social spaces and shared narratives

Well-Being

Emotional Health and Positive Self-Identities 

Children develop a sense of self through

   co-constructing their identities

   experiencing a growing sense of self-
confidence, self-respect, and ability to  
take initiative

Curriculum Reflections
Considering implications for further learning  
and practice.

How does your conception of childhood and what it 
means to be a child influence your responses to the 
different identities children take on? Think about how 
Brittany offered a simple alternative to printing the 
word “ticket” to maintain the flow of the children’s play.

How do you provide access to materials for children? 
Think about shelving, displays, containers, and open-
ended materials. How often are materials changed 
or added to? Which materials are not used and why? 
Who uses the materials and what are the patterns  
of usage? Think about the fabric that Brittany 
used as a curtain in this experience. Think about 
how the blocks became a stage. Think about how 
these materials offer flexibility and opportunity for 
imagination to children.
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