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Sen. Ghazala Hashmi Delivers on Three Legislative Priorities
to Support Senior Affordable Housing, BIPOC Historic Preservation, and

Hard-of-Hearing Students

RICHMOND, VA — Today, the Virginia House of Delegates unanimously passed two legislative
priorities for Senator Ghazala Hashmi (D-Chesterfield). SB 158, the Black, Indigenous, People of Color
(BIPOC) Historic Preservation Fund, creates a preservation fund for Black, Indigenous, and People of
Color historical resources; and SB 265, Language Equality & Acquisition for Deaf Children, which
creates an advisory board that will create language milestones, develop parent and teacher resources, and
develop assessment tools for children who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, ages 0-5.

Passed on a vote of 100-0, the BIPOC Historic Preservation Fund will bring equity to the current suite of
conservation funding. Currently, Virginia has several grants which are dedicated, ongoing programs
targeted to the acquisition and protection of battlefields, farmlands, parks, forests, and natural areas.
However, no grant fund exists to support BIPOC cultural and historical sites, and existing grants
programs provide little funding to benefit properties historically associated with BIPOC communities.
This grant has the potential to achieve broader geographic distribution of state resources for the historical
preservation of traditionally marginalized groups.

“We preserve what we value,” said Senator Hashmi. “It’s long past time that we demonstrate that we
value BIPOC communities by preserving this rich and important history. The BIPOC Preservation Fund
will provide resources to ensure that all Virginians and visitors understand the complexities of our shared
past.”

The Language Equality & Acquisition for Deaf Children, also passed on a vote of 100-0, establishes an
advisory board to assist in the development of skills for deaf and hard-of-hearing children. Many deaf and
hard-of-hearing children arrive at kindergarten with language delays. From birth to five-years-old is one
of the most critical developmental periods for language acquisition. Over half of deaf and hard-of-hearing
students are performing below age expectations in school, and these children require more tools and
resources to foster language development. This legislation supports these students by creating an advisory
board that will track language acquisition, identify language delays, produce an annual report on language
development, and assess needs of deaf and hard-of-hearing children ages 0-5.

“The earliest years in a child’s development are the most critical, and we have an obligation to provide
resources to ensure every Virginia student has the opportunity to succeed,” said Senator Hashmi. “By
investing early in those who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, we will create the foundation for long-term
educational success for these students.”

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=221&typ=bil&val=sb158
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=221&typ=bil&val=sb265


The passage of these bills follows on the success of Friday’s 99-0 vote in the House of Delegates of SB
263 which will expand housing opportunities for Virginians aged 65 and older. The unanimous support of
Senator Hashmi’s legislation shows broad, bipartisan support for Virginia’s seniors who make up a
disproportionately high number of those requiring housing assistance. According to a recent Joint
Commission on Healthcare Report, older Virginians make up 22% of the population, but 44% of
low-income, rent-burdened households are seniors or persons with disabilities. SB 263 will direct the
Department for Housing and Community Development to expand the existing Housing and Supportive
Services Interagency Leadership Team initiative to include adults 65 years of age or older as a target
subpopulation and seek input from appropriate stakeholders to facilitate the development of strategies for
increasing the supply of permanent supportive housing for Virginia’s seniors.

“One of the greatest unmet needs for older Virginians is affordable housing,” said Senator Hashmi.
“Studies have shown that aging in place can improve a seniors' quality of life, including their physical
health, and this legislation will expand opportunities for those 65 and older so that Virginia’s seniors not
only find housing, but a sense of home.”
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