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ACCESS SINGAPORE

WHAT IS

REWRITING THE 
RULES OF SUCCESS

Access is a social mobility non-
profit organisation that provides 
career exposure opportunities 
for disadvantaged students, with 
a particular emphasis on schools 
and educational streams which are 
traditionally less reached.

Since 2019, Access has grown from an 
initial 89 students to impacting over 600 
lives through its range of experiential 
programmes. These programmes are 
designed to help disadvantaged youths 
develop a variety of soft skills that will 
support them in identifying and achieving 
their personal and professional aspirations.

ABOU TWe Wr i t e 
Our Rules?

While we continue to deliberate 
over what success looks like in 
Singapore, we found 25 individuals 
from all walks of life who did not 
let anyone define success for them. 
From personal trainers, to pet 
sitters, chefs and actors, our profiles 
did not subscribe to stereotypical 
definitions of success, but instead, 
are writing their own rules with 
their unconventional education and 
career journeys.

#WeWriteOurRules (#WWOR) is a 
community-driven campaign that was 
started with the aim of exposing the 
local community to unconventional 
life journeys while reframing the 
current definitions of success.

In our society, there seems to be a 
common perception that success 
is too difficult to achieve; only an 
exceptional few can do so. 

In our recent survey, we found 
that more specifically, those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds are 
finding it harder to get ahead in 
Singapore based on ability alone.

There are many more stories to be 
uncovered, but in the meantime, 
we hope this first edition of 
#WeWriteOurRules will inspire 
meaningful conversations across 
generations and encourage you to 
write your own rules of success.
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Growing up in an environment that
places strong emphasis on good 
schools and good grades can make 
for a pressurising childhood. Often, 
it may seem like there are only a few 
paths that would lead to success 
– and any deviation would mean 
failure in life.

But if we are all made different, why 
should there be only a few ways to 
be successful?

When #WeWriteOurRules, what truly 
counts at the end of the day is what 
each individual makes out of their 
starting point, and how one builds grit 
and tenacity to achieve a goal that is 
most meaningful to them.

After all, it is not our similarities to 
others that will serve us well in life, 
but our individualities and personal 
pursuits are what truly makes us 
valuable and unique.

DEFINING YOUR OWN 

SUCCESS
WHAT IS 

SUCCESS TO ME?

WHAT DOES SUCCESS LOOK LIKE TO ME NOW?

HAS MY PERCEPTION OF SUCCESS CHANGED IN THE LAST FEW YEARS?

Has your definition of success changed over the years? Take some time to think about what 
you used to view success as, and if that is different from your definition now. 

If they have not changed, fill in the first question and come back to this page next time!



8 9

What does a hawker, inclusive 
fashion designer, pet sitter and 
an international comedian have

in common? They are writing 
their own rules and are 

successful in their own right!

CHECKPOINT 02THE 

PROFILES In the following pages, you will read the amazing stories 
of how 25 individuals overcame their challenges in both 
their education and career journeys to pursue what true 
success looks like to them.

WRITE YOUR THOUGHTS HERE
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Edwin Ho
Jiu-Jitsu Instructor
Gracie Academy Singapore

After graduating from ITE School of 

Engineering, Edwin’s father passed on before 

he enlisted in national service, leaving him the 

responsibility of caring for his elderly mother. 

To make ends meet, Edwin first worked as a 

security officer at a casino before finding his 

passion in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu.

Despite all the family responsibilities he had 

to shoulder, he forged on to pursue the sport 

after realising how much confidence it instilled 

in him. Today, he is a full-time Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 

instructor at a local gym.

“The camaraderie with genuine 
characters kept me going during 

my darkest days.”

Martial Arts

Macpherson 
Secondary School

GCE N(T)-Level

NITEC
Laser & Tooling 

Technology

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Ab igail West
Relevant Legal 
Trainee
Davinder Singh 

Chambers LLC

In Secondary 3, Abigail decided that she 

wanted to do something meaningful in life, 

which led her to pursue a career in law. 

After completing her ‘N’ Levels as a Normal 

Technical student, she furthered her studies at 

the Institute of Technical Education (ITE).

Later, she headed to Temasek Polytechnic and 

completed her Diploma in Law & Management 

before securing a place at Durham University 

to pursue her law degree. Despite the longer 

route she had to take in school and the passing 

of her father in her last year of university, 

Abigail persevered through it all. Today, she is a 

relevant legal trainee at a local law firm.

Legal

New Town 
Secondary School

GCE N(T)-Level

Temasek 
Polytechnic
Diploma in 

Law & Management

NITEC & 
Higher NITEC

Business 
Administration

Durham 
University

Bachelor of Law

SECTOR

EDUCATION

“I did not tick the “express stream” or “junior 
college” boxes that most people think are linked to 

success, but I found my own way despite  all the odds.”
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Kung GuangJun
Owner
Tombalek Workshop

After discovering his passion for crafting 

electric guitars in his teenage years, 

Guangjun decided to turn his hobby into a 

business. He began teaching guitar making 

as a one-time gig in 2014 and the lesson 

was unexpectedly very well received.

 This motivated him to continue teaching for 

the next seven years. Guang Jun is currently 

an entrepreneur and founder of Tombalek, a 

local makerspace helping clients create their 

very own woodworking project!

“Define your own success by paying attention to 
yourselves and evaluate your needs and priorities… I think 
in order to achieve our goals, we have to p inpo in t  what we 

actually want to achieve in life.”

Construction

River Valley 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

(Former) Pioneer 
Junior College

GCE A-Level

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Lee Yik Keat
Freelance
Photographer
@yk

While Yik Keat graduated with a Diploma 

in Aerospace Electronics, his passion for 

photography was apparent. Despite knowing 

the instability and uncertainty that a freelance 

career would bring, Yik Keat gave up a place in 

university and took the leap of faith to pursue 

photography full time – a bold move in a society 

that does not embrace artistic pursuits readily.

His efforts eventually paid off. In 2022, Yik Keat 

made the Forbes 30 under 30 list and boasts 

more than a million followers on Instagram. He 

has also worked with major brands and artists 

such as singer, Lauv. For more of his photography 

works, check out his Instagram @yk.

“Honestly, taking a leap of faith is dangerous. As 
a student, it is important to have a good balance 

between your studies and trying other options. Use 
your free time to explore!”

Media

Bedok Green 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Temasek Polytechnic
Diploma In 

Aerospace Electronics

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Chan L i  T ing
Founder
Comforts From Home

At just 22, Li Ting started her professional 

pet sitting service after witnessing the 

poor quality of care at many local boarding 

services. In her first 3 years of running 

the business, not only did she not earn an 

income, but she also struggled with the lack 

of support from family and friends.

But with grit and perseverance, her work and 

attitude spoke for itself and her reputation in the 

pet scene grew. More than 9 years on, Li Ting is 

still in the business of rewriting the narrative with 

quality pet care in Singapore. Catch up with her 

pet sitting adventures on Instagram 

@comfortsfromhome!

“The first few years of crea t i ng  anything is so hard 
and many times, you’re gonna be the only one 
who believes you can do what you wanna do.”

Pet Services

Pasir Ris 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Temasek Polytechnic
Diploma in Biotechnology

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Khairul Fikri 
(Khai) Bin Sha-
haruddin
NUS Student
Geography major

Having been diagnosed with Glaucoma, 

Khai’s vision is partially impaired. After 

undergoing surgery in secondary school, 

Khai struggled to adapt and catch up after 

his long absence from school, resulting in 

poor O-Level results. This meant that he 

had to give up his preferred science stream 

in junior college, and settled for the arts 

stream in Millenia Institute, a centralised 

institute that requires students to study for

3 years before sitting for the A-level examinations 

instead of the usual 2 years. Unfortunately, since Khai’s 

medical condition impacted the quality of his artwork, 

he later dropped art and took up geography instead. 

Khai displayed a strong talent for geography and 

emerged as the top geography student in the following 

year. After completing his major in Geography, Khai 

continued to write his own rules. Today, he is pursuing 

his Masters degree in Forensic Science.

“The fact is that big  v i c t or ies  are made of the small ones. 
I hope those who have found success will give back and 

sort of trickle down their success to others.”

Medical

Damai 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

National University 
of Singapore

Bachelor of Social 
Sciences (Geography)

Minor in Forensic 
Science & Geographical 

Information Systems

Millenia Institute
GCE A-Level

National University 
of Singapore

Master of Science 
(Forensic)

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Adrian Ang
Co-Founder 
SGAG

In his first few years of university, Adrian 

had no idea what to pursue as a career. 

Along the way, he discovered his love for 

advertising and later, found creative ways to 

sell products, such as using memes. One of 

the biggest challenges he had to overcome 

was to figure out how to turn his passion into 

a career as there was no proven business 

model he could replicate.

Together with his business partner and team, 

they tried (and failed at!) various business 

models before finally breaking through. 

Today, his company SGAG has successfully 

transformed from an individual passion to an 

international community of nearly 800,000 

followers on Instagram.

“Personally, success should be viewed in 

the form of being able to do something 

that matters to you, which brings you 

happiness  at the same time.”

Media

SECTOR

Tanjong Katong 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Anglo-Chinese 
Junior College
GCE A-Levels 

(repeated Year 1)

Singapore Management 
University 

Bachelor of Business 
Management

EDUCATION
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Carissa Teo
Pastry Instructor
AceTek College

With her parents’ unwavering support and 

her love for the culinary arts, Carissa decided 

to attend culinary school instead of moving 

on to Secondary Five after her N-Level 

exams. Later, when she was just 20 years old, 

Carissa left for Paris to pursue her culinary 

dream at a leading culinary school.

When she returned to Singapore, she started 

an ice cream shop with a friend for a year in the 

midst of the pandemic before closing it down. 

Despite the short-lived business, Carissa’s 

journey has only just begun as she is looking 

forward to making a comeback soon!

“Everyone views success differently. 
The hardships you might be facing now are just 
momen t ary . Look towards the end goal, and as 

people say, keep your head up high.”

Food and Beverage

Fairfield Methodist 
Secondary School

GCE N(A)-Level

SHATEC
Diploma in 

Pastry & Baking

FERRANDI Paris
Diploma in 

French Pastry

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Jon Loh
Social Work Major 
National University 
of Singapore

Growing up in a single-parent household, 

Jon’s family did not do well financially. After 

finishing secondary school and some time 

at a media course in Republic Polytechnic, 

Jon dropped out to complete his A-Levels in 

Millennia Institute instead.

Despite taking a longer educational journey 

than others, this did not deter Jon, who was 

determined to break out of the poverty cycle 

they were in. His efforts proved fruitful as he 

was awarded a scholarship to study social work 

at a local university.

“For those of us who might feel that we are 
trapped in a cycle we want to break out of, 

keep going. If there is a will, there is a way.”

Social Services

SECTOR

St Hilda’s 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Millenia Institute
GCE A-Level

Republic 
Polytechnic

(did not complete)

National University 
of Singapore
Bachelor of 

Social Sciences 
(Social Work)

EDUCATION
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Ronny Chieng
Comedian 
and Actor

After spending a decade in the Singapore 

education system, Ronny left for Melbourne 

to pursue a double degree in Law and 

Commerce. Despite not being wholly 

interested in his subjects of choice, he 

pursued this path with some push from his 

parents, who wanted him to secure good 

career prospects after graduation. 

Along the way, the young Malaysian discovered 

his true passion in the entertainment 

industry and pulled hours in pursuing comedy 

and acting in the United States. Today, his 

unconventional choice has paid off and is 

now an internationally recognised stand-up 

comedian. He has also starred in blockbuster 

movies like Crazy Rich Asians and Shang-Chi 

and the Legend of the Ten Rings.

“Going through the school system is one of 
the hardest things you have to go through. 

And if they can go through it, they will come 
out tougher. And with that toughness, you 

can use that to do the next thing. 

 T oughness  will serve you tomorrow, even if 
the grades don’t.”

SECTOR

Entertainment

Pioneer 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

(Former) Pioneer 
Junior College

GCE A-Level

University of 
Melbourne
Bachelor of 

Law & Commerce

SECTOR

EDUCATION

Photo credit: Lucas Goldman
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Elisa Lim
Founder
Will & Well

Elisa picked up sewing as a hobby at 17, 

which opened her eyes to the fashion world. 

After seeing the impact her final year project 

had on marginalised communities, she 

decided to turn her inclusive fashion brand 

idea into a full-fledged business.

Determined not to borrow money from her 

parents, Elisa juggled multiple part-time jobs to 

build up capital while making endless trips to the 

library to teach herself business fundamentals as 

she did not have any formal business education. 

Today, she uses Will & Well as a platform to drive 

social impact, represent the marginalised, and 

champion causes with like-minded businesses. 

“Continue to be in a place of unrest until you 
find  some th ing  you truly want to be a part of.”

Fashion

CHIJ St. Nicholas 
Girls’ School
GCE O-Level

LASALLE 
College of the Arts:

Fashion, Design & Textiles 
(Goldsmiths, 

University of London)

University of 
Cambridge

Master of Studies 
in Social Innovation

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Damian Ngiam
Global Policy and 
Implementation 
Lead
ByteDance TikTok

Coming from the Normal Academic stream, 

Damian grew up with low self-confidence as 

he constantly compared himself with family 

and friends who seemed to be ahead of him 

academically. However, one thing he carried 

with him was the joy he found in keeping 

people safe—a trait that fully took shape 

when he was commissioned as an officer in 

the Armour division.

This passion only kept growing, and after going 

for a job interview that allowed him to play to his 

strengths and character rather than his grades, 

Damian kickstarted his career in technology and 

is today leading policy and implementation at a 

large international technology firm.

“It’s rare to know exactly what you want to do 
from the start and it’s okay to have completely 

wild  ideas that are different from society’s 
definition of success.”

Technology

St. Gabriel’s 
Secondary School

GCE N(A)-Level

Ngee Ann Polytechnic
Diploma in Facilities 

Management

SIM Global Education
Bachelor of Business 

(Management) 
(RMIT University)

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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He RuiMing
Co-Founder 
The Woke Salaryman

Wanting to escape from his corporate job 

as soon as he could, Ruiming thought he 

would save and live frugally before making 

the jump. Along the way, he founded The 

Woke Salaryman, today a popular financial 

education webcomic on Instagram.

In its early days, Ruiming and his team would work 

17 hours a day, struggling to meet their business 

goals. But as the business grew, they started to 

see results and also learnt how to balance their 

workload and resourcing needs. Today, the page has 

garnered over 300,000 followers, with content that 

reaches audiences as far as Nigeria!

“To me, success is being able to tell yourself 
that you have no regrets when you die.”

Education, Finance

Commonwealth 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Ngee Ann Polytechnic
Diploma in Mass 
Communication

University of 
Melbourne

Bachelor of Arts 
(Communication & 

Criminology)

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Indra Jalal & 
Afiq Sumardi
Co-Founders 
Tech Do Good

Both Indra and Afiq faced difficulties in their work 

and school life. For Indra, job interviews were 

difficult to come by given her lack of experience. 

Meanwhile, Afiq felt like the black sheep of his 

family as he struggled academically while his siblings 

thrived. However, they shared a common goal 

of improving providing access to technology for 

vulnerable communities in Singapore.

This led to the start of their non-profit initiative, Tech Do 

Good. They started loaning old devices to those in need, 

and the movement garnered attention during the early 

days of the pandemic. Apart from serving the community, 

running their own business has allowed the duo to 

experiment and discover their own version of success. 

Today, Tech Do Good’s work has been recognised by 

many as they continue to do good with the help of their 

volunteers and partners across the island.

“Be shameless  when you want to achieve something, talk to 
people, and seek advice. Don’t be afraid to take the first step!”

Social Services, Technology

Indra

Afiq

SECTOR

Fairfield Methodist 
School (Secondary)

GCE O-Level

Yio Chu Kang 
Secondary

GCE N-Level

Private 
Candidate

GCE O-Level

NTUC 
Learning Hub 
Community & 

Partnerships Specialist 

Programme

PSB Academy
Foundation Degree 

in Information 

Technology

Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic

Diploma in Electrical 

Engineering with Business 

Management

MDIS
Diploma in Business 

Administration 

and Management

Singapore 
University of Social 

Sciences 
Bachelor In 

Business Analytics

PSB Academy
Diploma in Network 

Defence & Forensic 

Countermeasures

EDUCATION

EDUCATION
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Ng Kai Yuan
Co-Founder
Our Grandfather Story

Kai Yuan’s business is familiar to many 

Singaporeans, but did you know that Our 

Grandfather Story started off as a university 

assignment? As students majoring in

communications, Kai Yuan and his peers did not 

know much about running a business. They tried 

to grow and build the company to the best of 

their abilities, but the COVID-19 pandemic

forced them to step out of their comfort zone to 

explore beyond their usual trajectory. Despite the 

steep learning curve, Kai Yuan and his teammates 

not only succeeded at their original assignment of 

creating a visual arts startup, but are now running 

Our Grandfather Story as a media company 

servicing major brands and government agencies.

 “I think people find their definition 
of success by actually follow ing  their 

dreams or interests.”

Media

Temasek 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Tampines Junior College
GCE A-Level

Nanyang 
Technological University

Bachelor of 
Communication Studies

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Rebecca Ting
Co-Founder 
Beyond The Vines

Unlike most Singaporeans, Rebecca and

her husband, Daniel, are both GCE O-level 

certificate holders and did not pursue further 

education. Their work experience could not

be further from their current path too; both

previously worked in real estate and were not

formally trained in design nor business.

Grabbing every opportunity, they upskilled 

and learnt on the job as they worked to grow 

their brand from scratch. After many years of 

hard work and overcoming a host of challenges, 

Beyond The Vines is today a well-loved brand 

making an impact in the local community.

“As students, treat your academics seriously, but also 
take the time to find out what you like and have au then t i c 
experiences in them. Some might say don’t do that, but at 

some point when you succeed, you will be so proud.”

Fashion

GCE O-Level

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Jessica Lum
HR Manger
Bells Flora

Grassroots leader 
Moulmein-Cairnhill

Jessica entered the workforce 

immediately after finishing secondary 

school. In her early 20s, she unfortunately 

lost both parents, leaving her and her 

siblings to fend for themselves. Despite 

the many hurdles, it did not stop Jessica 

from exploring what she wanted in life. 

It was with an open mindset that she could take 

up different lines of work, which eventually 

led her to discover her passion for community 

building and helping others. Today, Jessica 

is a human resources manager by day and a 

grassroots leader by night! 

“It is important to have an open mindset and go through 

different experiences . That journey was what helped me 

gain different perspectives on life and work.”

Human Resource

Rangoon Road Secondary School
GCE O-Level

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Faizal 
Bin Zainal
Freelance
Personal Trainer

Faizal was a tourism student whose internship 

with a travel agency left him wondering if 

tourism was truly his passion. Having played 

football in school at the highest level, he decided 

to explore the fitness industry as his next career 

step. In 2001, he joined a major gym chain and 

rose quickly to the role of Assistant Manager. 

However, Faizal found himself jobless when the 

chain shuttered its operations in Singapore in 

2016. Not knowing what to do, Faizal decided 

to conduct personal training sessions to make 

ends meet. Seven years on, Faizal continues to 

grow his business as a personal trainer.

“You might be pressured to follow a certain path 
but remember - it’s different for everyone. We 

need to switch our m indse ts  and realize that success 
is really up to us to define.”

Fitness

Bedok North Secondary
GCE O-Level

(Former) Centre of Tourism 
Related Studies

Certificate in Travel Studies

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Gary Tang
Owner
Yong Chun Wanton Mee 

As a hawker, Gary’s daily work involves mostly 

physical labour such as cooking and washing. He 

also faces challenges of staying positive mentally 

when he has to keep up with older hawkers who 

are familiar with the trade. But despite the long 

hours and sacrifices he has had to make, Gary 

has learnt the importance of being flexible and 

staying positive through it all.

After dropping out of his IT diploma at 

Nanyang Polytechnic, Gary signed on to the 

Singapore Armed Forces for seven years. He 

then left to pursue a career in sales, which 

was short-lived as he quickly lost interest.

After an introduction to cooking by his 

mother-in-law, Gary decided to join the 

hawker scene and set up his own noodle stall. 

“There will definitely be times of doubt where you realize 
that things are not going to work out - that’s when you 

have to change your me thods  and work around it.”

Food & Beverage

Kuo Chuan Presbyterian 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Nanyang Polytechnic
(did not complete)

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Sejal Bagaria
Client Executive
WE Communications

Growing up, Sejal viewed junior college 

and university as the conventional route to 

take in one’s education journey. But after a 

year in junior college, she dropped out and 

enrolled in a polytechnic — a huge risk in 

her books, but also the best decision she 

has made for herself on hindsight.

While she struggled to juggle her mental 

health, career, relationships, education and 

family during her first year at university, 

Sejal slowly gained a different perspective of 

success. Today, what truly matters to her is 

to be genuinely happy, free and comfortable 

through the ebbs and flow of life.

“The whole stigma and standard of having to 
be better than everyone else to be the best? I 
think that has to go. Life is too short, the only 

t i me l i ne  you have is yours.”

Media

St. Anthony Canossian 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Ngee Ann Polytechnic
Diploma in Mass 
Communication

Meridian 
Junior College

GCE A-Level

Nanyang 
Technological 

University
Bachelor of 

Communication Studies

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Adrian Pang

Adrian found himself falling in love with theatre 

after chancing upon it in secondary school, but 

did not consider it a career option then. After 

flunking his GCE A-Levels, he left Singapore 

to complete his double degree in Law and 

Psychology. As his interest and passion for 

theatre grew, Adrian realised he could no longer 

see himself doing legal work for a career. 

With support from his parents, he made the 

jump into acting full-time and spent 8 years in 

the United Kingdom working in film, television 

and theatre. Today, he is running his own theatre 

company together with his wife, producing 

meaningful work he and his team truly believes in.

“What matters is finding something that you love to do, 
you’re reasonably ‘okay’ at, and able to make a decent 

living out of. It’s about  d iscover ing  your ‘Ikigai’.”

Arts, Entertainment

SECTOR

Actor & 
Co-Founder
Pangdemonium

Theatre Company

Anglo-Chinese 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

Keele University
Bachelor of Arts (Law)

Anglo-Chinese 
Junior College 

GCE A-Level

ARTTS 
International

Advanced 
Acting Diploma

EDUCATION
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Kenny Chia
Fund Manager
Monetary Authority 
of Singapore

Coming from the Normal Academic stream, 

Kenny lacked motivation through his 

secondary school days and did not study hard. 

It was only when he entered university that 

he discovered his interest in investing. Keen 

to quickly build up his skills in the finance field, 

Kenny took on five internships over the course 

of his university education.

But despite his hard work, Kenny struggled 

to find a job since he graduated during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. This time, he moved past his 

circumstances and took the time to reflect on his 

skills, passion and how he could put them towards 

helping others. This led him to exploring the public 

service, where he is today as a fund manager.

“It doesn’t matter the time you have ‘lost’, or the 
background you came from. You cannot change 
these things but you can play your cards right to 

the best of your ab i l i t i e s .”

Finance

St. Andrew’s 
Secondary School

GCE N(A)-Level

Singapore Polytechnic
Diploma in 

Banking & Finance

Singapore University 
of Management

Bachelor of Business 
Management (Finance)

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Chelsea Sim
Entrepreneur

Upon completing her Diploma in Human 

Resource Management and Psychology, 

Chelsea stepped straight into the workforce 

instead of enrolling into university. Eventually, 

she landed a role in the software development 

space, but her lack of relevant qualifications 

meant that she had to overcome a steep 

learning curve in her early days.

With her consistent efforts to keep learning, 

her love for reading and the support of a 

growth-oriented system of therapists and 

mentors, Chelsea grew in confidence and also 

started rising through the ranks to become the 

Chief Operating Officer at an award-winning 

mobile app development company. Today, she 

continues in her journey as an entrepreneur in 

the branding and marketing field.

“I hope today’s youth can decide and be 
clear on whether society’s definition 

serves  you at this point of life.”

Marketing

Nan Hua 
High School
GCE O-Level

Singapore Polytechnic
Diploma in Human Resource 

Management with Psychology

Harvard 
Extension School

Bachelor of 
Liberal Arts

SECTOR

EDUCATION
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Simon Leow
Co-founder
Happiness Initiative

When Simon realised that climbing the 

corporate ladder was not what he wanted, 

he left his corporate job and began 

travelling the world. It was while reflecting 

on his travels that he found a keen interest 

in happiness and well-being, pushing him to 

further his studies in psychology.

After completing his masters degree, Simon 

started exploring positive education and student 

development until 2017, where he founded his 

social enterprise, Happiness Initiative. Despite not 

having a stable income nor a regular work schedule, 

Simon’s greatest joy every day is knowing that his 

work in education and mental well-being is helping 

others flourish in life.

“We might not immediately recognise what is important 
to us. We just have to keep exploring , keep trying 

whether through work, or through the community 
space. Most importantly, find your meaning.”

Social Services

St. Thomas 
Secondary School

GCE O-Level

National University 
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Bachelor of 
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National Institute 
of Education

Post-graduate 
Diploma in 
Education

St. Andrew’s 
Junior College

GCE A-Level

University of 
Pennsylvania

Masters in 
Applied Positive 

Psychology
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OVERCOMING 

FEAR
HOW I OVERCAME A 
FEAR OF MINE:

Write down one fear that you had to overcome recently. If any of the profiles faced a 
similar fear, you can also note if you approached it in the same way or differently.

CHECKPOINT 03

HOW DID YOU FEEL AFTER 
OVERCOMING THIS FEAR?
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DEALING WITH 

FAILURE

HOW I D EA L T   WITH 
A FAILURE OF MINE:

Recall a situation where you felt like you failed. What did you do to 
address it? Next, note down something in the future that you’re afraid to 
fail at in the future. How can you apply lessons learnt from the previous 

time and change how you look at your future situation?

CHECKPOINT 04
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CONQUERING 

INSECURITY

CONQUERING MY
INSECURITIES

Everyone has insecurities. What is one that you have managed to address? Is 
there anything holding you back now that you want to resolve? What kind of 

help or tools will you need to help you better conquer your insecurities?

CHECKPOINT 05
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Our desire is to see every youth gain access to all opportunities 

available to explore their passions and true interest in order 

to reach their fullest potential, and with society able to 

support each individual’s choice and pursuits regardless of 

their background or socioeconomic status. We believe that 

educational background and career paths do not determine the 

success of a person, but it should be left up to the individual to 

define success for themselves.

As we embark on a journey towards changing society’s 

approach towards success, we hope that individuals will bravely 

step up to experiment and explore their interests without being 

influenced by society’s expectations. Whether at school or in 

the workplace, we all write our own rules. And it is our hope 

that we will all make our life choices confidently and fearlessly, 

eventually changing how society perceives success to be.

“As long as you learn from 
your failures, it is a lesson, 

no longer a failure; Turn your 
failures into lessons.” 

- Irene Ang
CEO of Fly Entertainment

What nex t ?
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