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Our mission is to improve the quality of life for people as they age.

Exciting News from the Olympia Senior Center!Exciting News from the Olympia Senior Center!
Since July of last year, our Olympia and Lacey senior centers have been open to the public 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Our goal, of course, is to have them fully operational, 
five days a week. With enough volunteer help, we hope to get there soon. In the meantime, 
we are excited to announce that we are closer to our goal of a full reopening. 

Starting the week of February 7, our Olympia Senior Center will be open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, though with limited hours and services. On these days, we will be open from 
10am - 2pm. We won’t be able to offer lunches or our coffee bar, but our doors will be open! 

Here is the Olympia Senior Center schedule as of Feb 7:

Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 8:30 am – 4:00 pm
Office open for inquiries, memberships, registrations, etc
Lunch served 11:45 am - 12:30 pm
Coffee Bar Open

Tuesdays/Thursdays 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office closed
No lunch
No Coffee Bar

Most Tuesday/Thursday classes will resume. If you have 
a specific class you are wondering about give us a call!

The Lacey Senior Center will continue to be open three days a week:                           
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 8:30 am – 4:00 pm.

Want to help us fully reopen? Sign up for a volunteer shift!

https://www.southsoundseniors.org/volunteer
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Brian’s View

A Closer Look at Our Mission

Senior Services for South Sound will celebrate our 50th anniversary in 
2023, and planning for those festivities will begin this year. Fifty years is 
a milestone for anyone, whether an individual, a couple, or organization! 
We are taking this as an opportunity for strategic planning, recognizing  
that our organization must change to meet the evolving needs of our 
community of seniors. One aspect of this strategic work is a close 
examination of our mission. 

Our mission statement has served us well for these many years. It is broad and inclusive, as 
mission statements usually are. Let me place it here for reference: 

Our Mission Statement: Improve the quality of life for people as they age 

I like to add special emphasis on a word that is not there. Specifically, I like to add the word 
“ALL” before “people.” To be clear, this word is not actually in our mission statement, and 
it doesn’t need to be. But yes, I like to say that we help improve the quality of life for ALL 
people as they age. This little insertion is important to me because we exist in a wonderfully 
diverse population of folks. Our community is diverse economically, racially, sexually, 
linguistically, politically and about every other way you can imagine. While we do our best to 
provide services to seniors regardless of any of these differences, we have to be honest and 
acknowledge that we have work to do for our organization to truly meet the needs of our 
diverse senior community. 

 As we undertake strategic work in the months ahead, we have already identified 
the importance of diversity, equity and inclusion to our organization. Many of us bring 
considerable past experience on these issues, and certainly all of us have lived experience 
that informs our views of these topics. What we have in common is a firm belief that our 
programs and services must be welcoming and appropriate for seniors from every walk of 
life. We are here to improve the quality of life for ALL seniors, and I appreciate the hard work 
in front of us to achieve this worthy purpose.  

Brian Windrope
Executive Director

Thank you to our 
Business Sponsor:  
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Estate Planning Webinar Coming Soon!

Free Estate Planning Webinar 
with Attorney June Weppler
Tuesday, March 22, 10:00 - 11:30 am
 
Learn why estate planning is important to protect your legacy, provide 
for those you care about, and give you peace of mind. Local Estate 
Planning and Elder Law attorney June Weppler will share information 
about wills, trusts, probate, power of attorney, tax considerations, 
choosing beneficiaries, health care directives, long-term care planning, 
and more. We offer this webinar as a free service to our members and 
supporters. Participants will receive a complimentary Estate Planning 
Guide after the webinar. Space is limited and registration is required.

We ask that you please register in advance for this webinar.  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing the 
link to join the webinar on March 22, 2022. 

Questions? Email Mike Gregory at development@southsoundseniors.org.

Here's just a few ways seniors 
could count on us in 2021!

Our Transportation program drove 
49,286 miles getting folks to medical 
appointments and essential errands

We cooked 160,788 meals for seniors

Dedicated volunteers contributed 
18,301 hours of their time

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ki8BnJFkRnio6W1svDkG4g
mailto:development%40southsoundseniors.org?subject=Estate%20Planning%20Webinar
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Office Hours: 
M/W/F 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Olympia Senior Center 
222 Columbia St NW, Olympia

Traveler’s Tea 

Join us on Friday, March 11, from 2:30 - 3:30 pm at the Virgil Clarkson Lacey Senior Center to see 
video clips of some of our upcoming day trip destinations, receive discounts, prizes and more!

Dancing with the Stars at McCaw Hall
Wednesday, March 23, 2022

America’s favorite dance show is coming to Seattle’s McCaw 
Hall! Your favorite dancers from this popular television show 
are hitting the road with an all new show starring Brandon 
Armstrong, Alan Bersten, Artem Chlgvinstev, Sasha Farber, 
Daniella Karagach, Pasha Pashkov, Gleb Savchenko, Emma 
Slater, Britt Stewart and more! Fans will see a theatrical 
dance show featuring popular dances like the Cha Cha, 
Foxtrot, and Tango. If you love dance you won’t want to miss 
this show! This trip includes an early supper in Seattle before the performance. 
$185 Members; $195 General Public. Includes transportation, meal, admission and snack.

Museum of Glass Experience 
Friday, February 4, 2022
Last Chance! Trip is this Friday, call us ASAP!
Since its founding in 2002, Tacoma’s Museum of Glass 
has been committed to creating a space that celebrates 
the studio glass movement through nurturing artists, 
implementing education and encouraging creativity. The 
museum totals 75,000 square feet in area, featuring gallery 
space and a 7,000-square-foot hot shop. This hot shop, 
shaped as an angled cone, is the museum’s most striking 

architectural feature. The cone, inspired by the wood “beehive burners” of the sawmills that once 
dotted the waterway, is composed of 2,800 diamond-shaped stainless steel panels. Inside, guests 
can observe visiting artists as they work their magic with liquid glass. Our trip begins with brunch at 
the Waffle Stop. Offering a fresh take on the classic diner experience, this family-owned restaurant 
proudly serves only the finest breakfast and lunch fare. Locally sourced, made from scratch with the 
freshest ingredients, their unique creations bridge the gap between breakfast and lunch in a major 
way. After our meal we head to the Museum of Glass for a docent-led tour of the galleries and hot 
shop, followed by a private glass fusing workshop in which guests will get to create their very own 
works of glass art! $115 Members; $125 General Public. Includes transportation, breakfast, 
museum admission and snack.

Trips & Tours

Call our Trips & Tours office for more information: 
360-586-6181 ext. 126 or visit us online at 
southsoundseniors.org/upcoming-trips-tours

http://southsoundseniors.org/upcoming-trips-tours
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Classes, Services & Activities

Daytime BINGO is Back at our Lacey location! 
NEW DAY:  Fridays from 9:15 – 11:00 am at the Lacey Senior Center.  We are looking for a volunteer to 
be our Bingo Guru, help us set up, call numbers, award winners, and clean up for these fun events.  
We play for small prizes. Open to members only.

DINE OUT! Location change
The DINE OUT! location for Tuesday, February 8, at the Lemon Grass has changed! 
NEW LOCATION IS: 212 4th Ave West in Olympia. We are still meeting at the restaurant at 5:00 pm.  

AARP Tax Aide - Free Tax Preparation! 
AARP Tax Aide will offer free tax preparation in Thurston County this year with appointments 
beginning in February and ending in mid-April. They are preparing tax returns at libraries and senior 
centers this year, and welcome clients of all ages and income levels, unless your return is outside 
the scope of their training. 

To protect the health and safety of volunteers and taxpayers, they accept taxpayers by 
appointment only and allow limited mask-to-mask contact of 15 minutes per visit. If your 
appointment is at one of the senior centers, you’ll need to bring proof of initial vaccination(s) and 
booster if eligible. You will either drop off you tax documents or have them scanned and will leave 
the site while AARP prepares your tax return. You will then come back later to review and pick up 
your completed tax return.  

Call the AARP appointment line at 360-592-3489 and leave a clear message or submit a “Request 
for Assistance” on their website at https://taxaidewa20.org/request-for-assistance

New! Operation Valentine Kits
Join us at our Lacey location on Feb 7, 9 and 11 at 1:00 pm to help us 
assemble pill bottle kits that will include small individually wrapped candies, 
granola bars and $5 coffee gift cards to be sent to our local frontline 
health care workers to bring a little Valentine’s Day cheer as they work 
courageously in the face of COVID.  We have plenty of pill bottles, but are 
still looking for more donations of wrapped candies, granola bars and $5 
coffee cards. 

Please drop off any donations to our Olympia or Lacey locations during 
regular business hours: Monday, Wednesday or Friday between 8:30 am - 4:00 pm.

https://taxaidewa20.org/request-for-assistance
http://southsoundseniors.org/activities
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February 18 is National Caregivers Day, recognizing the quality and compassionate care 
provided daily by caregivers nationally and in our community. Across the country, dedicated 
professionals and loved-ones are providing vital caregiving and services with compassion 
and professionalism. The days are long and demanding, but they are providing support to 
those who need it the most.

In celebration of National Caregiver’s Day, we would like to highlight our Care Connection 
program and take a moment to thank our caregivers for their dedication and care of our 
loved ones!

Our Care Connection program provides people aged 60 and above with an affordable, 
trusted and reliable place to turn to when needing a variety of assistance: companionship, 
personal care support, dementia-specific needs, personal assistance, end of life care/
hospice and more. When you hire a caregiver or housekeeper through the Care Connection 
registry, you receive a qualified, skilled Independent Provider who works directly with you 
and for you, not a franchise or corporation. The Independent Providers on the registry are 
screened and interviewed, to ensure you are receiving the safe support you or your loved 
one needs.

February 18 is National Caregiver’s Day!

http://southsoundseniors.org/wellness/care-connection
https://www.southsoundseniors.org/activity/support-group
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February Speaker Series - Olympia Senior Center & Zoom
In-person Speaker Series is back! Talks will be held in a reserved room at the Olympia Senior Center.  
Check the lobby TV monitor or ask at the reception desk to see which room the talk will be held in.

At this time we are requiring photo ID, proof of vaccination and masks to enter our Senior Centers. 

Learn About The Legislative Process with Kyle Thiessen 
Wednesday, February 16 @ 10:00 am  •  Zoom

Join us to learn about the mechanics of the Washington Legislative session 
from the perspective of The Code Reviser’s Office. This office is the official bill 
drafting arm of the legislature. Learn about the legislative session from the 
inside! 

Kyle Thiessen retired after a 30-year career in legislative service. He was the 
Code Reviser for the State of Washington from 2005-2018.

Meeting ID: 833 0615 1406 Passcode: 029146

Numerology with Denise Kinney
Wednesday, February 9 @ 10:00 am  •  Zoom

Find out what the New Year holds in store for you based on the ancient Science 
of Numerology.  We’ll calculate everyone’s Personal Year and talk about trends 
and strategies for dealing with 2022.  Come with paper and pen in hand and 
prepare to have fun — you will learn how to calculate your own numbers and for 
those you love. 

Denise began her intuitive journey after having several precognitive dreams 
beginning in 1980. She has studied metaphysics, astrology, healing and Spiritualism. She is a 
Psychic Medium who has done thousands of readings over 30 years. She is also a retired Spiritualist 
Minister who served at Seattle’s Tower Memorial Church for 20+ years. She is committed to teaching 
psychic and mediumship development and other spiritual pursuits. 

To learn more visit her website:  www.psychicinolympia.com

Zoom Meeting ID: 843 2091 6502 Passcode: 084768

Adult Story Time
Wednesday, February 23 @ 10:00 am  •  Olympia Senior Center

Join storyteller Lynn Couch as he reads aloud  from Mark Twain’s “The 
Celebrated Frog of Calaveras County.” Lynn’s delight in the written word is 
infectious and his readings make for a truly enjoyable time.  Come and listen to 
a new tale or hear a familiar story in a new way!

 https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83306151406?pwd=Z083UmRnSVdWYVgvWk96VGdHaGYyUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84320916502?pwd=QlMzWVlTRmxDQmJZdTZDTkVBMzFJdz09
http://www.psychicinolympia.com
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We Got a Makeover — Check Out Our New Look!We Got a Makeover — Check Out Our New Look!
Our website got a makeover last month and we couldn’t be more excited! 
We’d like to point out a few things that have moved or are a little different.

1. Our Activities page can now be searched by location or by category

2. Senior Academy classes and most recent catalog can be found under “Events”

3. The most recent Newsletters and Catalogs can be found under the “About Us” section
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Senior Services for South Sound is the largest senior-serving organization in the South Sound area! 
We are looking for exceptional individuals who are passionate about our mission — to improve the 
quality of life for people as they age —  to help us serve seniors in Thurston and Mason Counties.

We currently have the following positions available:

• Finance Manager
• Human Resources Manager/Executive Assistant
• Office Coordinator
• Yelm Nutrition Assistant Site Manager
• Shelton Nutrition Site Manager
• Brighter Days Adult Day Program Assistant 
• Enhance Fitness Instructors

Please visit our website for details on how to apply.  We can’t wait to meet you!

We’re Hiring! 

https://southsoundseniors.org/jobs/
https://www.southsoundseniors.org/resources/shiba
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Unfortunately we will be postponing our monthly bingo one more month. We will be starting up 
again on March 18, 2022, with “Lucky Leprechaun Bingo” at our Lacey location.

We will start taking table reservations one month prior, on February 18. Tables of 6 costs $150 
($120 pre-paid/$30 at the door), Tables of 8: $200 ($160 pre-paid/$40 at the door). To reserve 
a table please call 360.586.6181.

As usual, there will be a full bar with all of the amenities, including Jell-O shots. All monies 
collected at the door is cash only.

All attendees must show proof of Covid-19 vaccination, including the booster if eligible, per 
our most recent policy. Masks will also be required. For latest requirements on our bingo events, 
visit us at www.southsoundseniors.org/covid.

http://www.southsoundseniors.org/covid
https://www.southsoundseniors.org/volunteer
https://www.southsoundseniors.org/events

