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Introduction. North Tipperary Development Company provided funding for 20 biodiversity 
workshops for Tidy towns/Community groups and schools in Tipperary. We gratefully 
acknowledge their support in delivering these workshops

    

St Stephens Graveyard. We started our workshop in the hallowed ground of St Stephens’s 
graveyard. There was also a farm on the site in 1700 and the readable and known 
headstones date mainly from 1753 -1887 but it was probably in use for many years before 
then. The site contains the remains of St Stephens’s church and roughly 120 remaining 
headstones.     

Bordering the graveyard there was a long trench running from the Mental hospital to the 
morgue where deceased people made their final journey. One of the people on the walk 
remembers that it did not have a completely enclosed roof and was still in use in the 1950s. 

The old stone wall bordering the street is an interesting habitat for wildlife. We recorded 
two important pollinator friendly plants. 

Ivy leaved toadflax. This has long trailing stems that are full of pollen and nectar flowers. 
Only bumblebees with long tongues can feed on the nectar.  

Ivy. This native climber is one of the best native climbers for biodiversity. It provides for 
birds and insects, nesting and hibernation spots and the larva of moths eat the leaves of ivy. 
These larva are eaten by birds and the adult moths by bats.  

New species of bee. A new species of bee has been discovered on ivy in Kilkenny. Colletes 
hederae feeds on the flowers of ivy and is probably underecorded. When the ivy flowers in 
late summer/ early autumn it is worth keeping a watch out for it. 

Hartstongue fern has long green fronds and grows in damp and shaded habitats. The leaves 
were made into a paste that was applied to help heal cuts and burns.    
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Biodiversity recommendation. Walls are often the neglected habitats and a survey could be
carried out to record the different plants found on walls in Clonmel and record any uses 
associated with them.     

Ivy leaved toadflax.                                Harstongue fern 

              

Manging the graveyard for pollinators. 

Nearly a third of our 101 species of bees are under threat of extinction. This is mainly to do 
with a lack of pollen and rich flowers and a lack of suitable nesting locations. There is a large
area of grass in the graveyard and this could be managed for pollinators.   

Biodiversity recommendation. The first stage is to pick a few areas and see what 
wildflowers naturally emerge. Check once a week on sunny day and record the number of 
pollinators that are feeding on the area. If you are seeing a lot of pollinators there is no 
need to take any actions. 

The wider lawns can be cut on a six week basis. This gives flowers an opportunity to flower 
and provide pollen and nectar for pollinators. This also means that the grass does not get to 
long and it is easier to cut. 

The last option is to let the grass grow and only cut once a year. With all these management 
options remove all the grass clippings after cutting. This will help reduce the fertility and 
keep rank grass growth down.   

As the graveyard is a big area it might be an interesting experiment to try all three and erect 
signs explain the different management techniques. This is will also give people a visual 
example and hopefully inspire them to do a pollinator patch.      

Biodiversity recommendation. Post updates on social media platforms and this might be an 
interesting project for the students.     

Biodiversity recommendation. Yellow rattle is a parasitic plant on the roots of grasses. This 
could be grown in a modular tray and planted into the grass were it will keep it under 
control and also create bare patches for other wildflowers.          

The national Pollinator plan has very good advice for groups who are working to develop a 
wildflower meadow. Check out www.nationalpollinatorplan.ie  
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Colourful lichens adorned many of the headstones.  

Lichens have several uses from medicine to cosmetic and birds will sometimes use them to 
camouflage their nests. 

Biodiversity recommendation. Highlight the importance of mosses and lichens by 
photographing them and posting images on your social media platforms.  

The ash tree in the graveyard looked very healthy and there was no sign of ash dieback that 
has devastated ash around the country. 

Biodiversity recommendation. Some trees are more resistant to ash dieback. Gather any 
saplings growing around the ash tree and grow them on till they are around a meter high. 
They could then be planted as they should have greater disease resistance.      

The willow is one of our best native trees for biodiversity. It is second only too oak in terms 
of the insect and lichen species it supports. 

Willow catkins come out early in the spring and are a valuable source of pollen and nectar 
for emerging bees. 

Queen wasp.                                                      Colourful lichens on headstone.   

         

The importance of wasps. We observed wasps coming out of their nest hole in the ground. 
Wasps are very important creatures in keeping a healthy ecological balance in the garden. 
The adults gather caterpillars and other garden pests and these are mashed up and fed to 
their larva. The larva reward the adults with a sweet sugary substance. 

For most of the year we do not notice wasps. But in late summer the larva are raised and 
they stop producing the sweet treat. The work of the colony is done and the wasps head off 
looking for an alternative source of sugar and this is when they come into contact with us. 
Only the newly fertilised queens will survive by hibernating during the winter. They will 
emerge in spring to restart a new colony.               

Biodiversity recommendation. An information panel could be put up explaining the life 
cycle and importance of wasps.    

Bindweed was recorded growing in the graveyard. This is a climbing plant and has large 
white of pink trumpet shapped flowers. I have often found bumblebees resting in a flower 
waiting for a summer shower to pass.        

Yew trees are closely associated with graveyards. They were planted as they are extremely 
long lived, often several centuries and this was seen as representing immortality. Also they 
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prevented famers on mart day from leaving their animals in the graveyard to graze as they 
went to the pub to seal AA deal. All parts of the yew are poisonous to animals.        

Biodiversity recommendation. A yew tree could be planted in each corner of the graveyard.
Another project would be to get a class from each school in Clonmel to plant a yew tree in 
the graveyard.      

There are magnificent Lime trees growing across the road from the graveyard. Lime trees   
have a glorious display of flowers in the summer. For years dead bees have been found 
under some species of lime trees. Research is still going in but the latest theory is that the 
flowers contain caffeine and this induces a slightly narcotic effect on the bees. They hang 
around till they literally run out of energy and die. 

Our two native species of lime the small and large leaved are not toxic to bees.     

There are also fine Horsechestnut trees. This is not a native species but was introduced in 
the 12th century. 

The leaves of the Horsechestnut can be made into a delicate soap that can be used for  
washing your hands and clothes. Also it is used for cleaning delicate parchments. 

We walked along Abbey Road towards Toberaheena Well. Many of the gardens along the 
road are well kept with tall wide hedges. These hedges provide excellent shelter and nesting
places for small birds. 

We recorded lots of trees, shrubs and flowers that are excellent for wildlife.       

Holly tree with berries.                              Mountain ash tree with berries. 

                 

Holly tree with berries. The berries are eaten by birds during the winter. The caterpillars of 
the Holly blue butterfly also feed on the leaves of the holly.   

Mountain ash tree. Like the holly the autumn berries are an important source of food for 
birds. 

Pyracantha also produces masses of red or yellow berries that are an important source of 
energy for birds. 

Biodiversity recommendation. All of the above trees and shrubs are suitable for small 
spaces and gardens. These species could be planted in small groups to create feeding 
stations for wildlife.   

Bay laurel is a Mediterranean species and the leaves are used in salads.   

Valerian grows on old stone walls and has bright pink or white flowers. In July the humming 
bird hawkmoth can sometimes be seen feeding on the flowers of valerian. This is migrant 
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moth and has the ability to hover in front of flowers and use its long tongue to sip the 
nectar, 

We recorded another moth called a T-moth. When it is resting its wings and body form the 
shape of the letter T.     

We recorded a pair of Blue tits feeding in a mountain ash tree in one of the gardens. 

T-Moth.                                                Humming bird hawkmoth. 

   

Toberaheena well is located at the junction of Marfield and Cahir roads. There is a holy well 
located in the peaceful grounds. The name translates as “Fridays well” and the tradition was
that people washed their clothes their on a Friday. 

This is a beautiful and sometimes poignant sanctuary.  A tree and flower lined path leads 
down to the well. 

Common hogweed has masses of white flowers in summer and these are a magnet for 
insects and especially hoverflies. These insects have the warning colours of wasps but have 
no sting. They are good pollinators and feed on other insect species, especially pests in our 
garden.   

Sow thistle has yellow flowers for insects and the small fluffy white seeds that are eaten by 
birds.  

Nettles are the caterpillar food-plant for several of our native butterflies. They feed on the 
leaves. Moth larva also eat the leaves of nettles and in a nettle patch you can find dozen of 
insect species from harvest man to weevils.        

Dandelion flowers early in the spring and its one of the first pollen and nectar packed 
flowers for early queen bumblebees.  

Ragwort flowers are packed full of pollen and nectar for pollinators. They caterpillars of the 
day time flying cinnabar moth feed on the leaves of ragwort. They are black and amber and 
this warns birds that they are unpleasant to eat.    

Dogwood supports lots of species of native moths. Moths are important pollinators, their 
caterpillars are food for small birds and the adult moths are eaten by bats.    

Lavender has small flowers that are attractive to hoverflies and bees.  

Fushia has masses of red blooms and these support bees, butterflies and other insect 
species.  
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Elderberry is a common shrub in woodland. It has lots of berries in the autumn that feed 
birds, animals and insects.    

Bramble is a native climber and is one of the best for wildlife. The large flowers are a 
magnet for bees, butterflies and wasps. The delicious blackberry is eaten by animals like 
foxes and butterflies like the specked wood sip the juices from the berries.    

Speckled wood butterfly.               Hoverfly. 

    

Silver birch tree. This is a native species and supports around a hundred species of insects, 
mosses and lichens. The birch seeds are also eaten by small birds.   

On the flowers of the Ivy we saw a hoverfly feeding on the pollen.  

Biodiversity recommendation. The committee have planted a new mini woodland. This 
could be enhanced by the planting of pollinator friendly bulbs like bluebells, snowdrops, 
crocus and grape hyacinth. 

Woodland birds. We heard two woodland birds singing a robin and a wren. 

Plants of the old stone wall. This vertical habitats had a rich community of plants. 

Ivy leaved toadflax was in flower and this supports bumblebees with long tongues. 

We also recorded several ferns. Polypody fern. Maidenshair spleenwort and Rusty back 
fern.  

Decaying timber is a vital habitat for insects. Having a mixture of living and decaying timber
supports the most species of mini beasts. Under a fallen hawthorn log we uncovered a snail 
and woodlice. 

Biodiversity recommendation. Stack up fallen branches and leave logs to create additional 
habitats for biodiversity.  

Helping solitary bees. 77 species of Irelands 101 bee species are solitary and they lay their 
eggs in holes in timber. Biodiversity recommendation you can help solitary bees by drilling 
holes in the vertical face of logs. These need to be drilled at upward angle so that the holes 
do not fill with water. Try drilling various sized holes and you will know if a bee has moved if 
you see the entrance blocked with mud of leaves.     

A small stream gently flows through the park. It would be an interesting project to find out 
what creature are living in the stream and how this is an indication of the water quality. 
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Biodiversity recommendation. Carry out a survey to record aquatic insects. The next stage 
would involve erecting an information panel. 

Bird boxes could be put up on some of the trees. Put up a variety and this will support more 
bird species. Open fronted boxes will be used by robins and blackbird while the traditional 
box with a small entrance hole will attract great, blue and coal tit. Place the boxes around  
two meters of the ground and in ivy if possible.   

Birds are very territorial during the nesting season son don’t place the boxes to close 
together or a few on the same tree.  

Biodiversity recommendation.  The secondary schools through their woodwork class or 
transition year could be involved in building the bat and bird boxes.

Great tit in nest box.                      Bat boxes on tree.          

                        

Biodiversity recommendation. Bat boxes could also be erected on some of the trees. Bat 
boxes need to go at least 4 meters high. Check at night-time to ensure there are no strong 
lights shining on the box as this will deter bats for using them. Unlike birds you can place up
to three boxes around the trunk of a large tree.     

Helping night-time wildlife. The effect of strong lights is one of the biggest threats on bats. 
Bats have very sensitive eyes and if a strong light is put up to will force them to move away 
for a good feeding grounds. 

Moths are also attracted to light and get confused and are easy predators for bats. Around 
street lights near hedgerows moth caterpillars populations can be down over half. This 
means less food for birds and bats.  

Biodiversity recommendation. Toberaheena Well could be developed as a dark skies area 
for wildlife where the lighting is managed by timers and only low level lighting is used.  
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