
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NFT PROJECT FREEDOM SQUARES LAUNCHES WITH 100% OF NET PROCEEDS
BENEFITING UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN AID EFFORTS

6,580 NFTs Will be Available, With Funds Going Directly to Non-Profit Organizations
CORE and World Central Kitchen for Ukraine Relief

SAN JOSE, Calif. — May 4, 2022 — Today, a new NFT project called Freedom Squares has announced
the launch of its eponymous NFT collection and auction to benefit relief efforts in Ukraine. 100% of the net
proceeds from the NFT project will be directly donated to CORE, a crisis response organization
co-founded by Sean Penn and Ann Lee, and World Central Kitchen, a non-profit organization that
provides fresh meals in response to crises, founded by Chef José Andrés – both United States based
501(c)(3) NGOs.

The idea for Freedom Squares was sparked following the impassioned speech by Ukraine’s President
Volodomyr Zelenskyy on March 1, 2022, after deadly missiles struck Kharkiv's Freedom Square, where
he stated that “every square today, no matter what it's called, is going to be called Freedom Square, in
every city of our country.”

The NFTs themselves are named for 1,617 city squares across Ukraine, including “Freedom Square” in
Kharkiv, “Independence Square” and “Sofiivska Square” in Kyiv and many more. These are the
memorials, monuments, parks, squares and outdoor arenas where Ukrainians have always gathered,
shared in their common culture, cultivated community and celebrated their freedom. Each square will
consist of four themed NFTs: Liberty, Courage, Peace and Truth, and when all four themes are collected
for one square, the owner will receive the bonus “Guardian NFT.” There will also be 100 special edition
animated Freedom Squares for sale.

The initial dutch auction takes place on Tuesday, May 10 at 12:00 PM PT on OpenSea, the world's first
and largest digital marketplace for crypto collectibles and NFTs. This will feature exclusive bundles of both
the “Freedom Square, Kharkiv” and the “Independence Square, Kyiv” NFTs, inclusive of all Liberty,
Courage, Peace, Truth, Guardian editions, as well as metal posters created of the NFT images by
Displate. Later in May the early access list will open on FreedomSquares.io with 500 of the core NFTs,
followed by the main drop with the complete collection of core NFTs and the 100 animated special
editions. There will be 360 rares representative of the number of cities (>10,000 population) in Ukraine,
dispersed across the core NFTs. Core NFTs will be available for .1 ETH, with special editions for 1 ETH.
All NFTs can be purchased with crypto, credit and debit cards, in order to make participating in Freedom
Squares as accessible as possible.

“We’re honored to be partnering with the Freedom Squares team on this initiative that both raises critical
funding for the humanitarian work we’re supporting in Ukraine, while also increasing awareness of the
actual communities that are under attack,” said CORE Co-founder and CEO Ann Lee. “This project helps
shine a light on the families that have had to evacuate their hometowns and everything they know, and
CORE is dedicated to using all proceeds to support the needs of Ukrainians.”

“World Central Kitchen is grateful for Freedom Squares’ support and belief in our mission. They share our
belief that a plate of food is more than just nourishment; it’s hope and a sign that someone cares,” said

https://www.freedomsquares.io/
https://www.coreresponse.org/
https://wck.org/
https://displate.com/licensed/freedom-squares


Nate Mook, CEO of World Central Kitchen. “Their support will allow us to continue to provide fresh and
comforting meals to Ukrainians fleeing their homes as well as those staying in the country.”

Freedom Squares believes that there is tremendous value in combining the digital realm and reality. Its
algorithms synthesize images by combining artist-generated designs with accurate geospatial data in
order to showcase real places where meaningful stories have flourished for generations. This project
amplifies these incredible stories and the people behind them, while garnering much needed support for
real-time aid and relief.

In addition to the NFTs, Freedom Squares is also offering the opportunity to purchase high quality, high
resolution metal posters of both “Freedom Square, Kharkiv” and “Independence Square, Kyiv,” made by
Displate. These Displates are made in Poland, where so many Ukrainian refugees seek safety, with all
proceeds being donated to Polish Humanitarian Action, a Polish non-governmental organization providing
aid to refugees and those impacted by the war in Ukraine. All Displates can be purchased using credit
and debit cards.

This is a historic moment in time and Freedom Squares stands in solidarity with all Ukrainians in their
hour of great need. In its community channels, Freedom Squares honors the real stories, memories and
resilience of all the Ukrainians who have enlivened these special places of connection all across Ukraine.
Learn more at https://www.freedomsquares.io/ and follow the journey on Discord, Facebook and Twitter.

ABOUT FREEDOM SQUARES
Freedom Squares is an international passion project created by a group of dedicated volunteers including
global artists, designers, engineers and humanitarians with the drive to leverage Web3 for good. Freedom
Squares Inc. is a Delaware corporation filed for 501c3 status. Founding contributors include digital natives
John Pleasants, Selina Tobaccowala, Josh Lee and Erica Jack.

ABOUT CORE
Founded by Sean Penn and Ann Lee, CORE is a global crisis response organization dedicated to
empowering underserved communities in and beyond crisis. CORE responds immediately to fill gaps,
mobilize resources, and establish trust and partnership. Driven by a diverse, female-led team, CORE
listens and learns to adapt its critical, equity-focused efforts to save lives and strengthen communities for
the future. In rapid response to the urgent humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, CORE was one of the first
organizations supporting refugees in Poland and Romania, where it continues to provide critical support.
For more information, visit www.coreresponse.org, and follow CORE on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.

ABOUT WORLD CENTRAL KITCHEN
Founded in 2010 by Chef José Andrés, World Central Kitchen (WCK) is first to the frontlines, providing
meals in response to humanitarian, climate, and community crises while working to build resilient food
systems with locally led solutions. WCK has served more than 70 million fresh meals to people impacted
by natural disasters and other crises around the world. WCK’s Resilience Programs strengthen food and
nutrition security by training chefs and school cooks; advancing clean cooking practices; and awarding
grants to farms, fisheries, and small food businesses while also providing educational and networking
opportunities. Learn more at wck.org.
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