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OUR MISSION

OUR VALUES OUR BOARD

OUR VISION
The mission of the Oklahoma CASA 
Association is to present a statewide 
voice for abused and neglected 
children by enhancing the growth 
and sustainability of CASA programs 

Every abused and neglected child 
has a CASA volunteer appointed to 
represent his/her best interests.

Adaptability • Collaboration • Integrity • 
Respect • Quality • Service • Stewardship
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Chelsea Hunt
Kevin Kates
Beto Balderrama
Cheryl McGee
Wesley Tur

“I think when CASA came in, it just gave another set of eyes 
and ears and another support system to the family. More 
people with more resources really helped the situation! 
Sometimes helping the family as a whole is what is the best 
interest for the child.”

-Survey of CASA Volunteers, 2022
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3,039
Children with a CASA

1,263
CASA Volunteers

What does it mean to be a CASA?
A CASA, or Court Appointed Special Advocate, is a trained community volunteer appointed by a judge 

to represent and advocate for abused and neglected children to help ensure they don’t get lost in the 

child welfare system or languish in foster care. The CASA volunteer researches the case, meets with 

the child, monitors the family’s progress, and makes recommendations to the court based on what he 

or she believes to be in the child’s best interest. The volunteer stays with each case until it is closed 

and the child is placed in a safe, permanent home. A CASA is often the one constant adult presence 

in the child’s life, taking steps to ensure the child doesn’t fall through the cracks.

CASA in Oklahoma
The first CASA program in Oklahoma was started in 1984 by Judge Alan Couch in Norman, Oklahoma 

when CASA was included in the Oklahoma Children’s Code. State statutes determined the duties that 

these unique volunteers fulfill in ensuring the best interests of abused and neglected children are 

served. There are 19 CASA programs in Oklahoma, serving vulnerable children in 61 of Oklahoma’s 

77 counties. In FY2022, 1,263 CASA volunteers provided advocacy and best interest representation to 

3,039 abused and neglected children on 1,632 cases in the courts of Oklahoma.

“One of the main benefits of CASA in my court right now is the 
consistency and support they provide for the family. Unfortunately 
there is a lot of turn over with child welfare workers right now, so 
the CASA volunteer is the only consistent point of contact for the 
children and parents. The volunteer sometimes knows more about 
the family simply because they have been working with them 
longer than the worker. There is a trust there that allows them to 
provide me key insights into the needs of the children, but also 
their families.”

-Survey of Oklahoma Judges, 2022
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The mission of local CASA programs in Oklahoma is to represent the best interests of abused and 

neglected children in the court and to make sure they don’t “fall through the cracks” of the system 

in place to protect them. 

To better measure how well CASA meets it’s mission, we asked the question: what impacts does 

having a CASA make in the lives of children? That question led to the identification of outcomes 

which, when measured, demonstrate ways in which CASA volunteers are impacting the lives of 

children.

OUTCOMES 
FOR CHILDREN

“The children to whom I am appointed are very attached. I am one of only two that 
have been on the case the entire three years from the beginning. My [CASA] children 
have seen multiple faces and I have been the one constant the entire time. They 
know I will be there for them always.”

-Survey of CASA Volunteers, 2022

Outcomes for Children Include

A quality comprehensive history/case statement that is compiled for the court to facilitate the 

children’s move to permanency. • Increased child well being including social, mental, emotional, 

physical, therapeutic, educational and safety needs of children being identified and addressed. 

• Increased stability for children and continuity with an adult involved in the case. • Faster move 

toward permanency. • Children have a voice representing their best interests.
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OUTCOME: Quality comprehensive history/case statements are 
compiled to facilitate the children’s move to permanency.
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“On one of my cases, no one was checking 
the children’s school records. One of the girls 
was supposed to be attending online school, 
but she in fact, was not. Their foster parent at 
the time worked all day, and left the young girl 
home to fend for herself.”

-Survey of CASA Volunteers, 2022

All too often, within six months, the CASA volunteer is the “professional” who has been  on a case the 

longest, thereby fulfilling a critical role in ensuring the child’s full history is presented to the court.

CASA volunteers talk to children, foster parents, service providers, educators, parents and relatives. 

All of the information gathered through these contacts is compiled into a report which is presented to 

the judge presiding over the case.

On the cases served by CASA in Oklahoma in FY2022, more than 136,000 contacts were made by 

CASA volunteers on behalf of the children to whom they were appointed.
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OUTCOME: Children have a voice representing  
their best interests.

While CASA volunteers represent the best interests of the children to whom they are appointed in 

court, much of their advocacy work takes place outside the courtroom, working on a daily basis with 

social workers, treatment providers, and the children. CASA was present in court for 100% (5,230 

hearings) of the hearings involving the children to whom they were appointed during FY 2022.
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OUTCOME: Social, mental, emotional,  
physical, therapeutic, educational and  
safety needs of children are identified and addressed.

In their reports to the judges, CASA volunteers make recommendations representing what they 

believe to be in the child’s best interests. In FY2022, a total of 8,441 independent recommendations 

regarding services, visitation, placement, etc. were made to the court by CASA volunteers.
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OUTCOME: CASA provides increased  
stability for children and continuity with an  

adult involved in the case.

One of the most significant roles a CASA can play in the life of a child is being a constant; the one 

person, in the sea of change, that remains with them through the life of the case.

During FY2022, 7,695 professional changes were experienced by children with a CASA volunteer. This 

includes changes in social workers, attorneys, therapists and judges. 

CASA volunteers research a case by speaking with everyone involved and report back to the court 

what they believe needs to happen to serve the children’s best interests. The work they perform is 

most similar to that of a DHS child welfare worker. 

During the reported time period, children experienced a change in child welfare workers 8 times 

more often than a change in CASA volunteer. 
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“I have ended trial reunification because CASA brought an 
issue to light that no one else was addressing. The issue 
was critical to the safety of the children. Because the CASA 
thought the situation was a bit ‘off’ I was able to make a 
decision to protect the children. CASA’s instinct about the 
situation was right. ”

-Survey of Oklahoma Judges, 2022
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21%

3%

21%

Social Worker Attorney Judge Service Provider
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In Oklahoma, CASA volunteers are “the eyes and ears of the court,” providing judges with additional 

information upon which to base their decisions. What is unique about the CASA volunteer is that his 

or her perspective is free of state agency policies, procedures, and limitations that can overshadow 

what is best for the child. Judges are surveyed annually to provide feedback on CASA advocacy in 

their courtrooms. Included in this report are the results from 34 Oklahoma judges in 17 of the 19  

program areas.

WHAT THE 
JUDGES SAY

(34)

(1)

100%

100% of Judges feel CASA
volunteers effectively speak for the
best interest of the child throughout

the judicial process. N=34

Agree Disagree

97%

97% of Judges feel they have more
information on which to base

decisions regarding the child's best
interests when a CASA is assigned to

the case. N=33

Agree Disagree

(32)



9

91%

9%

91% of Judges feel the needs of the 
children are better met while they are 
wards of the court when they have a 

CASA. N=34

Agree Disagree

97%

3%

97% of Judges have a better 
understanding of what is happening in 
a case when a CASA is appointed. N=34

Agree Disagree

Positive Outcomes for Judges
Judges responding to the survey indicated they have increased information and understanding 

regarding cases when CASA volunteers have been assigned.

“CASA impacts almost every case they are in. Anytime CASA is requested 
I appoint them. The children’s attorneys are the greatest requestor of the 
appointment of CASA. These attorneys are duty bound by the desires of 
their clients even if the attorney does not believe the children’s desires are 
in their best interests. On the other hand, CASA has no such duty and only 
advocates for the best interests of the child.”

-Survey of Oklahoma Judges, 2022

“I most often try to appoint a CASA volunteer in our more difficult cases. 
The CASA volunteer provides another voice for the child, and the volunteer 
is also another resource for the parents. In our goal to reunify a family, the 
CASA volunteer adds an important contribution to the case. In the event 
it becomes clear that reunification will most likely not be possible, they 
provide a voice for the child to move toward another type of permanency.”

-Survey of Oklahoma Judges, 2022

“I have several cases involving teenagers where it is clear there are so 
many competing interests that common sense and direct best interest 
decisions are overlooked in various recommendations. Simple yet 
profoundly important recommendations have been given by CASA. I don’t 
know, without the CASA, if the outcome would have been as great in these 
cases. I am very appreciative of their service.”

-Survey of Oklahoma Judges, 2022

(33)
(31)

(1)

(3)
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Judges Give High Quality Ratings to CASA Reports
Judges were asked to rate the quality of CASA reports based on five indicators on a scale of excellent, 

good, fair or poor. 100% of respondents felt reports received from CASA help give the judges a 

detailed understanding of the child’s situation and indicate sufficient in-depth knowledge of the case. 
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(33)
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97%

94%

100%

100%

100%

Contain relevant information

Recommendations are well
researched

Clear and concisely written

Indicate sufficient in-depth
knowledge of case

Help me get a detailed
understanding of child's situation
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When children enter the child welfare system, they enter  

a complex bureaucracy and they enter it virtually alone.  

One of the benefits of CASA is that the volunteer serves as a  

consistent person in the case, and in the child’s life.

WHAT THE 
CHILDREN SAY

Children Say They Can Talk with CASA 
Volunteers More 
(CASA Youth Ages 6-18) 

N=188

“She’s like a grandmother to me. She cares about me, a lot and 
treats me like her own. She worries about me, and listens to what I’m 
saying. I know she sees me for more than her job.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Youth, Ages 13-18

81%

67%

31% 29%

17%

28% 30%
33%

Your CASA
Volunteer

Your DHS
Caseworker

Your Attorney The Judge

All the Time Sometimes
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Children Say CASA Volunteers: 
N=192

When reviewing the answers from the children 

surveyed, it is clear that CASA volunteers and the 

children they represent have a strong bond. There is 

communication, personal interest, advocacy and trust. 

“CASA comes to see me to make sure I’m OK, that I’m safe. 
Because no one knows how I am doing. I might not be OK, but she 
comes to my house to see.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Youth, Ages 6-12

72%

26%

2%

Understand Them

All the Time Sometimes Never

92%

8%

Care About Them

All the Time Sometimes Never

94%

6%

Listen to Them

All the Time Sometimes Never
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Closure Reason Number Percent

Adopted 447 33.73%

Reunification Achieved 435 33.83%

Guardianship 99 7.47%

Child Aged Out 26 1.96%

Long Term Foster Care 1 .07%

Child Ran Away 4 .30%

Child Died 1 .07%

CASA Withdrew 171 12.90%

Case Transfered 34 2.56%

Program Withdrew 97 7.32%

Case Removed from Docket 7 .52%

Never Served 3 .22%

Children Served by 
CASA with DHS Cases 

Closed in FY22 
N=1325

Research shows that reunification with 

their families of origin, when safe and 

possible, is the best outcome for children. 

Families become involved with the child 

welfare system during a time of crisis 

and need support from everyone within 

the system and their community to heal. 

By helping to create connections and 

support systems around children and 

families, we work to ensure that they will 

have the opportunity to be happy and 

whole again.

92%

8%

Care About Them

All the Time Sometimes Never
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“Takes me places. Talks about my life. Makes days more 
fun to look forward to.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Children, Ages 6-12

“She asks me what I want to say to the Judge. She 
helps me get all the stress off of my chest. She helps me 
stay here in my house with my family.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Children, Ages 6-12

“CASA talks to me to see how things are going. That 
CASA loves and cares about me. That CASA always 
comes here with a smile and is happy to see me. She 
asks questions, listens to me, plays with me.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Children, Ages 6-12

“My CASA has helped me see 
family when I need transportation. 
Never judges me. Very supportive. 
When I need to talk to someone 
she is always there.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Children, 
Ages 13-18

“She listens to me. Talks to me when I’m feeling down 
(helps me get through it). She advocates my needs and 
wants. Love her.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Youth, Ages 13-18

“So that I know I have someone 
to support me and because she 
cares about me and wants to see 
me succeed in life.”

-2022 Survey of CASA Youth, 13-18

What are three important things 
your CASA does to help you?
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South Central Oklahoma CASA 
Serving: Cleveland, Garvin & McClain 
Norman, OK 
405-360-5295 
www.southcentralcasa.org

Youth and Family CASA 
Serving: Pottawatomie & Lincoln Counties 
Shawnee, OK 
405-275-3340 
www.youthandfamilycasa.org

Okmulgee County/Creek Nation / Creek County CASA 
Serving: Creek Nation, Okmulgee, Okfuskee & Creek Counties 
Okmulgee, OK 
918-756-2549 
www.casasafehouse.org 
www.creekcountycasa.org 

Tulsa CASA, Inc.  
Serving: Tulsa County 
Tulsa, OK  
918-584-2272 
www.tulsacasa.org

CASA of Oklahoma County 
Serving: Oklahoma County 
Oklahoma City, OK  
405-900-5100        
www.okcountycasa.org

CASA of Southern Oklahoma   
Serving: Carter, Johnston, Love,  
Marshall & Murray Counties 
Ardmore, OK  
580-226-0009 
www.casasok.org

CASA for Kids, Inc. 
Serving: Payne, Logan, and Kay Counties 
Stillwater, OK  
405-624-2242 
www.casaforkids.com

CASA of Cherokee Country 
Serving: Cherokee Nation, Adair &  
Cherokee Counties 
Tahlequah, OK  
918-456-8788 
www.cherokeecasa.org

CASA of Northeast Oklahoma 
Serving: Rogers, Craig, Mayes, Washington, Ottawa  
& Delaware Counties and Quapaw Nation 
Claremore, OK  
918-923-7276 
www.casaneok.org

CASA for Children, Inc. 
Serving: Muskogee, Sequoyah & Wagoner Counties 
Muskogee, OK  
918-686-8199   
www.casaok.org 

CASA of Western Oklahoma    
Serving: Beckham, Custer, Dewey, Roger Mills & 
Washita Counties 
Weatherford, OK  
580-774-9017 
www.casawok.org

22nd Judicial District CASA  
Serving: Pontotoc, Hughes, & Seminole Counties 
Ada, OK  
580-332-1441 
www.adacasa.org

LIFT CASA  
Serving: McCurtain, Choctaw & Pushmataha 
Counties 
Antlers, OK  
580-298-2921 
www.liftcasa.org

Fourth Judicial District CASA  
Serving: Garfield, Blaine, Kingfisher, Major, Grant, 
and Woodward Counties 
Enid, OK  
580-242-1153  
www.fourthjdcasa.org

Canadian County CASA, Inc. 
Serving: Canadian County 
El Reno, OK  
405-264-5508 
www.canadiancountycasa.org

CASA Voices For Children, Inc.  
Serving: Grady County 
Chickasha, OK  
405-224-0404 
www.casav4c.org

Pawnee/Osage CASA  
Serving: Pawnee County/Nation &  
Osage County/Nation 
Pawnee, OK  
918-762-3776 
www.pawneeosagecasa.org 

San Bois CASA, Inc. 
Serving: Latimer, LeFlore, Haskell,  
Pittsburg, Atoka, and Coal Counties 
Poteau, OK  
918-647-3267 
www.sanboiscasa.com

CASA of Southwest Oklahoma  
Serving: Comanche, Cotton, Greer, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Stephens, and Tillman Counties 
Lawton, OK 
580-248-2272 
www.casaswok.com

CASA PROGRAMS 
IN OKLAHOMA
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OKL AHOMA

Oklahoma CASA
PO Box 54946
Oklahoma City, OK  73154
405-524-8999
800-742-2272
www.oklahomacasa.org


